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Weekly Current Affairs for RRB PO/Clerk 

Mains 2018 (8 Aug to 14 Aug) 

 

India’s longest rail-cum-road bridge “Bogibeel” will come up over 

Brahmaputra river 

The Bogibeel Bridge is a combined road and rail bridge over the Brahmaputra River in Assam, which is 

expected to complete at the end of 2018. Sited about 17 km downstream of Dibrugarh town, the 4.94km 

bridge will facilitate road and rail connectivity between the north and south banks of the Brahmaputra 

in the eastern part of Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. The bridge is 32m above the water level of the 

Brahmaputra and is fashioned on a bridge that links Sweden and Denmark. It has three lane roads on 

top and double line rail below. Upon completion, Bogibeel will be the longest rail-cum-road bridge in 

India and 2nd longest bridge over the Brahmaputra after Dhola-Sadiya Bridge which is a road bridge of 

length 9.15 km. 

 

Bimal Jalan is the head of the committee to select new Chief 

Economic Advisor (CEA) 

The Government of India (GoI) has constituted a committee, headed by former Reserve Bank of India 

governor Bimal Jalan, to select the next Chief Economic Advisor (CEA). Apart from Jalan, secretary of the 

department of personnel and training C Chandramouli and economic affairs secretary Subhash Chandra 

Garg will be members of the panel which will vet the applications received and conduct the interviews. 

Recently, Arvind Subramanian resigned from CEA post before his tenure ends in May 2019 citing 

personal reasons. He has since joined as a visiting professor at Harvard University. The CEA is under the 

direct charge of the Minister of Finance and is the ex-officio cadre controlling authority of the Indian 

Economic Service (IES). 

 

Nehal Chudasama will represent India at the 67th Miss Universe 

2018 pageant in Bangkok 

Nehal Chudasama from Mumbai has been crowned the Yamaha Fascino Miss Diva – Miss Universe India 

2018 at a star-studded grand finale event in Mumbai. Now, she will represent at the 67th Miss Universe 
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2018 pageant, which is scheduled to be held in Bangkok, Thailand on 16th December 2018. At the same 

event, Aditi Hundia from Jaipur was crowned as Miss Diva – Supranational 2018 and Roshni Sheoran 

was crowned as Runner-up. 

 

Novak Djokovic clinched the men’s singles title of US Open 2018 

In the US Open Tennis, Novak Djokovic of Serbia won the Men’s singles final by defeating Juan Martin del 

Potro of Argentina 6-3, 7-6, 6-3 in straight sets. It was Djokovic’s 14th Grand Slam title and the third US 

Open title. With this win, he has equalled Pete Sampras’s mark of 14 Grand Slams. He is now just three 

Slams behind Rafael Nadal and six back from the record 20 held by Roger Federer. 

 

Bengaluru  cities is the venue of the 12th Aero India 2019 

The 12th edition of Aero India 2019 will be held in Bengaluru, Karnataka from February 20 to 24. This 

5-day event will combine a major trade exhibition for the aerospace and defence industries with public 

air shows. Besides global leaders and big investors in aerospace industry, the show will also see 

participation by think-tanks from across the world. It will provide a unique opportunity for exchange of 

information, ideas and new developments in the aviation industry. Besides giving fillip to the domestic 

aviation industry it would further the cause of Make in India. 

Bhopal  is the venue of the Regional Conference on Good 

Governance with Focus on Aspirational Districts 

The Regional Conference on Good Governance with Focus on Aspirational Districts has started in Bhopal 

on September 10. This Conference is an effort to create a common platform to share experiences in the 

formulation and implementation of Best Practices in Citizen Centric Governance and improved Public 

Service Delivery through e-Governance, transparent, accountable and citizen-friendly effective 

administration. It is organized by the Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances 

(DAR&PG) in association with Government of Madhya Pradesh. The delegates from 12 States and 2 UTs 

are participating in the Conference. There will be 5 Technical sessions in the 2-day conference. 

 

The researchers at IISER Bhopal institute have developed cheaper 

organic solar cells using vitamin B12 derivative 

The researchers at the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER) Bhopal have 

developed cheaper and more flexible organic solar cells using a synthetic derivative of vitamin B12. An 

organic solar cell is made up of acceptor and donor materials. The donor absorbs light from solar 

radiation and the harvested energy is passed to the electrodes with the help of the acceptor. In the 

present study, the researchers synthesized the donor using an artificial aromatic chemical (corrole) 

which has a similar structure to the corrin ring in vitamin B12. The artificially synthesised corrole (Cor-
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BODIPY) absorbs light much like porphyrin in natural chlorophyll. Currently, corroles are used as 

sensors, catalysts and in biomedical imaging. This is the first study wherein a corrole has been utilised 

for a bulk heterojunction solar cell as a donor material. 

 

Naomi Osaka has become the first Japanese player to clinched the 

women’s singles title of US Open 2018 

Naomi Osaka has become the first Japanese player to win a Grand Slam singles title. She lifted the 

women’s singles title of US Open 2018 by defeating Serena Williams of US in straight sets 6-2, 6-4. The 

match saw some dramatic scenes at the Grand Slam final after an angry Serena Williams accused the 

umpire of being a “thief”. Williams was given a game penalty for her outburst, which also followed 

racquet smashing and another code violation as Osaka kept her focus to become the first Japanese to win 

a Grand Slam. 

 

Arpinder Singh has created history by becoming the first Indian to 

win a medal in IAAF Continental Cup 

Triple jumper Arpinder Singh has created history by becoming the first Indian to win a medal in the 

IAAF Continental Cup as he clinched a bronze with a modest effort of 16.59m at Ostrava in Czech 

Republic on September 9, 2018. Arpinder was representing the Asia-Pacific team in the meet, which held 

once every 4 years. No Indian has ever won a medal in the Continental Cup, which was known as the 

IAAF World Cup before 2010. In the same event, reigning Olympic and world champion Christian Taylor 

of the United States took the gold with a jump of 17.59m. The IAAF Continental Cup is being competed in 

37 events in men and women sections taken together with two top athletes from the four regions of 

Europe, Americas, Africa and Asia-Pacific taking part in each of them. Earlier, Arpinder clinched gold in 

the 2018 Jakarta Asian Games. 

 

Literacy and skills development is the theme of the 2018 

International Literacy Day (ILD) 

The International Literacy Day (ILD) is celebrated every year on 8 September to highlight the 

importance of literacy to individuals, communities and societies. The 2018 theme “Literacy and skills 

development” explores and highlights integrated approaches that simultaneously can support the 

development of literacy and skills, to ultimately improve people’s life and work and contribute to 

equitable and sustainable societies. 
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The Indian Air Force has successfully carried out the first-ever mid-

air refuelling of the indigenously build Tejas aircraft 

The Indian Air Force has successfully carried out the first-ever mid-air refuelling of the indigenously 

build fighter aircraft Tejas MK 1 with an IL-78 MKI tanker of the 78 Sqn. The feat was achieved when 

1,900 kg of fuel was transferred from the mid-air refuelling Russian-built tanker IL78 to the Tejas LSP8 

at an altitude of 20,000 feet. The tanker aircraft was launched from Agra, while the fighter was launched 

from Gwalior. The specially modified Tejas aircraft carried out a series of test profiles including a ‘Dry 

Contact’ with the tanker. The IAF IL78, piloted by Wing Commander Siddarth Singh, accomplished the 

task with designers from HAL and Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) closely monitoring system 

parameters from the ground station at Gwalior. With this first trial, the aircraft gets much closer to the 

important battle-ready tag, called the FOC or the final operational clearance. Beside this, India has also 

joined an elite group of countries having air-to-air refuelling capacity for military planes. 

 

Infosys Indian software company has inked deal with Australian 

Open as official digital innovation partner 

Software major Infosys has recently signed a 3-year partnership with the Australian Open as its official 

digital innovation partner. The partnership is about creating new ways of experiencing the Australian 

Open. As per agreement, Infosys will leverage its expertise in emerging technologies like Big Data and 

Analytics, Artificial Intelligence as well as Virtual and Augmented Reality, to provide unique, innovative 

and engaging experiences for fans. However, the financial details of the deal were, not disclosed. Tennis 

Australia is the governing body of tennis in Australia, promoting and facilitating participation the sport 

at all levels, as well as conducting national and international tournaments and events. 

 

Kempegowda International Airport Indian airport is set to become 

first in Asia to use face recognition as boarding pass for passengers 

The Kempegowda International Airport (KIA) in Bengaluru is set to become the first airport in Asia to 

use face recognition as the boarding procedure for passengers to board flights and move across different 

sections of the airport. For this, the agreement was signed between Bangalore International Airport 

Limited (BIAL) & Portuguese software firm ‘Vision-Box’ in Lisbon to launch paperless biometric self-

boarding technology. The first implementation milestone at Kempegowda will be completed in the first 

quarter of 2019, with Jet Airways, Air Asia and SpiceJet passengers as first users. The goal of the 

programme is to simplify the journey by making it paperless from registration to boarding. Biometric 

technology will identify passengers by their face as they move across the airport. The technology will 

avoid stops and the repeated presentation of boarding passes, passports or other physical identity 

documents. 
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Haryana state government has recently signed pact with Indian Oil 

Corporation (IOC) for ethanol plant 

On September 11, the Haryana government signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Indian 

Oil Corporation (IOC) to set up an ethanol plant in Panipat with an outlay of over Rs 900 crore. The 

initiative at village Bohali with a proposed capacity of 100 kilolitres of ethanol per day will manage crop 

residue and prevent straw burning before the upcoming paddy season. The state Agriculture and 

Farmers’ Welfare department will motivate the farmers in the 50 km radius of the plant to provide crop 

residue or feedstock on regular basis as raw material. The pact will be valid for one year. 

 

Working Together to Prevent Suicide is the theme of the 2018 

World Suicide Prevention Day (WSPD) 

The World Suicide Prevention Day (WSPD) is observed every year on September 10 to provide 

worldwide commitment and action to prevent suicides. It is estimated by the World Health Organization 

(WHO) that over 800,000 people die by suicide each year across the world – that means one person 

every 40 seconds. Thus, the day aims to open up the conversations and help those in the darkness. The 

2018 theme “Working Together to Prevent Suicide” highlights the most essential ingredient for effective 

global suicide prevention- collaboration. 

 

Pune city is host to the first-ever BIMSTEC military exercise “MILEX-

18” 

The first-ever joint military exercise of BIMSTEC, named MILEX-18, has started at Aundh Military 

Station in Pune from September 10 to enhance cooperation in dealing with the challenge of terrorism in 

the region. The aim of the week-long anti-terror exercise is to boost inter-operability among the forces 

and exchanging best practices to contain terror related activities. The exercise will include training in 

search-and-cordon operations and handling and neutralisation of improvised explosive devices (IEDs) 

among other things. The militaries of BIMSTEC member nations barring Nepal are participating in the 

exercise. The BIMSTEC is a regional grouping comprising Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, 

Thailand, Bhutan and Nepal. The grouping accounts for 22% of the global population & has a combined 

gross domestic product of USD 2.8 trillion. 

 

The Rajasthan government has decided to hold convention on 

preserving heritage properties in Bharatpur city 

The Rajasthan government has decided to hold convention on preserving heritage properties & 

promoting heritage tourism in Bharatpur on September 13-14, 2018. Organised by the Indian Heritage 



Facebook Page Facebook Group Telegram Group 

www.ambitiousbaba.com Page 6 
 

Hotels Association (IHHA), the convention on ‘Revitalising India as a Heritage Destination’ will witness 

national and international experts speak on preservation of heritage buildings, museums and promoting 

lesser-known destinations. The convention will strive to preserve heritage properties from decay while 

promoting heritage tourism in the in-bound tourism market. It will also bring to the forefront ‘battlefield 

tourism’, which aims to recreate the grand battles of Rajasthan. Similarly, role of next generation 

heritage owners and spousal participation in property management will also be discussed. 

 

United States country is host to the 2018 Global Summit on Climate 

Action 

The 2018 Global Summit on Climate Action will be held at San Francisco in California, United States from 

September 12 to 14, 2018. The summit is a platform that brings together several decision makers and 

officials, as well as people, from around the world to discuss proposals for future action on climate 

change. It will serve as a starting point for broader and more effective global commitments, to reduce 

the impacts of climate change and achieve the objectives of the Paris Agreement. It will also promote 

climate action in five key areas: Healthy Energy Systems, Inclusive Economic Growth, Sustainable 

Communities, Land and Ocean Stewardship and Transformative Climate Investments. The Summit will 

culminate in a call to action to nations to step up their ambition under the Paris Agreement, and cut 

emissions on a science-based trajectory that limits warming to well below 2 degrees Celsius. 

 

India and France have signed an implementation agreement on 

‘Mobilise Your City (MYC)’ to support Nagpur, Kochi and 

Ahmedabad cities 

India and France have signed an implementation agreement on Mobilise Your City (MYC) programme in 

New Delhi on September 7. The aim of MYC is to support three pilot cities – Nagpur, Kochi and 

Ahmedabad – in their efforts to reduce their Green House Gas (GHG) emissions related to urban 

transport by implementing urban mobility plans at local level and to help India at national level to 

improve their sustainable transport policy. The MYC is part of an international initiative which is 

supported by the French and the German Governments and was launched at 21st Conference of Parties 

(COP21) meeting in December 2015. The details of the project activities will be worked out by AFD in 

consultation with Ministry of Housing & Urban Affairs (MoHUA) and the three partner cities including 

institutions such as the respective Special Purpose Vehicles (SPVs) for Smart Cities, the Municipal 

Corporations and any transport authority or transport related SPV. 

 

Aishwarya Rai Bachchan Bollywood personality has been honoured 

with the Meryl Streep Award for Excellence 
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At the first-ever Women in Film and Television (WIFT-2018) India Award, Actress Aishwarya Rai 

Bachchan has been honoured with the Meryl Streep Award for Excellence in Washington, United States. 

The award was established to honour the best female talent in Bollywood and Hollywood. WIFT India is 

part of WIFT International, a network which promotes professional development and achievement for 

women in the film industry, video, and other screen-based media. 

 

Vijay Shankar Vyas, who passed away recently, was the noted 

personality of Agricultural economics branch of economics 

Prof. Vijay Shankar Vyas (87), the Padma Bhushan awardee and noted agricultural economist, has 

passed away in Jaipur, Rajasthan on September 12, 2018. He had held several prestigious, professional 

and leadership positions in national and international organisations. The economist was the director of 

the IIM Ahmedabad and the Institute of Development Studies (IDS) of Jaipur. He was also a senior 

advisor in the World Bank’s agriculture and rural development department. Beside this, Prof. Vyas also 

remained the vice president of the Rajasthan planning board. 

 

Ramesh Abhishek will head the panel of secretaries to look into the 

issues raised on some proposals of the draft e-commerce policy 

The Government of India (GoI) has set up a group of secretaries to look into the issues raised on some 

proposals of the draft e-commerce policy. The group will be chaired by Ramesh Abhishek, the secretary 

in the Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP). The development comes at a time when 

the DIPP has effectively ruled out FDI in inventory based ecommerce models. As per draft e-commerce 

policy, any group company of an online retailer or marketplace may not be allowed to directly or 

indirectly influence the price or sale of products and services on its platform, a move that could 

completely restrict e-tailers from giving deep discounts. The draft has also suggested introduction of a 

pre-set timeframe for offering differential pricing or deep discounts by e-commerce players to 

customers. Further, the draft recommended 49% FDI in inventory-based business-to-customer e-

commerce model. Currently, FDI in such businesses is prohibited and it is allowed only in the 

marketplace model. 

 

India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has tied up with FSS software 

company to create payments network for unorganized retail 

The India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has partnered with Financial Software and Systems (FSS) to 

create payments network for unorganized retail. FSS is a payments technology company that enables 

micro-merchants to accept payments online, or via Unified Payments Interface (UPI), Quick-Response 

(QR) codes, Aadhaar and IPPB accounts. FSS will also provide merchant management and settlement 

solutions including on-boarding fee calculation, reconciliation and settlement. IPPB has been 
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incorporated as a public sector company under the Department of Posts with 100% government equity 

and is governed by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). IPPB offers a range of products such as savings and 

current accounts, money transfer, direct benefit transfer, bill and utility payments and enterprise and 

merchant payments. Customers are able to access these products and related services across various 

channels—counter services, micro-ATM, mobile banking app, text messages and phone calls. 

 

The Indo-US military training Exercise “Yudh Abhyas 2018” will be 

held at which state 

The 14th edition of the joint military exercise “Yudh Abhyas 2018” will be conducted between India and 

United States in the foothills of Himalayas at Chaubattia in Uttarakhand from September 16 to 29. The 

exercise will simulate a scenario where both nations will work together in counter insurgency and 

counter terrorism environment in mountainous terrain under United Nation charter. The two week 

exercise will witness participation of about 350 personnel of the US Army and similar strength of the 

Indian Army. It will witness a Division Headquarter based Command Post Exercise, an Infantry Battalion 

carrying out Field Training Exercise and discussions on issues of mutual interest by experts of both 

countries. The training will culminate with a final validation exercise in which troops of both countries 

will jointly carry out an operation against terrorists in a fictitious but realistic setting. 

 

Mega Icons’ is the new series to be launched by National Geographic 

TV channel 

Actor R Madhavan will host the National Geographic’s new series ‘Mega Icons’, which examines the 

success stories of five prominent personalities. It is scheduled to premier on September 24. The five-part 

television series will feature episodes on former Indian President APJ Abdul Kalam, movie star and 

politician Kamal Haasan, Nobel laureate the Dalai Lama, Indian cricketer Virat Kohli and the first woman 

Indian Police Service officer, Kiran Bedi. Each episode would be a journey into the life of an iconic 

personality, with help of not only intimate interviews with the icons and their families but also through 

research and analysis by experts. 

 

BARC has recently re-commissioned an upgraded version of Apsara 

nuclear reactor  

The Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) has recently re-commissioned an upgraded version of 

nuclear research reactor ‘Apsara-U’ with a higher capacity, which was shut down permanently in 2009 

for revamp. The indigenously made reactor ‘Apsara-U’ uses plate type dispersion fuel elements made of 

Low Enriched Uranium (LEU). By virtue of higher neutron flux, this reactor will increase indigenous 

production or radio-isotopes for medical application by about 50% and would also be extensively used 

for research in nuclear physics, material science and radiation shielding. This development has re-
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emphasized the capability of Indian scientists and Engineers to build, complex facilities for health care, 

science education and research. Apsara was the Asia’s first research reactor that was made operational 

in Trombay campus of BARC on 4th August 1956. The design of the pool-type reactor using enriched 

uranium fuel was conceptualised in 1955 by Dr Homi Bhabha himself. The name ‘Apsara’ was coined by 

then Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru. 

 

Delhi state government has launched India’s first scheme for 

doorstep delivery of essential government services 

The Arvind Kejriwal-led Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) has rolled out its ambitious project to deliver public 

services at the doorstep of residents. It’s first of kind service in the country for doorstep delivery of 

essential government services. From driving licences to marriage certificates, Delhiites can now apply 

for 40 government documents to be delivered at their homes for a fee of Rs. 50 per service. The 

applicant would have to call 1076 and fix an appointment with a mobile sahayak, who will go to their 

home and help with filling forms, payment of fees and collection of documents. The mobile sahayak 

would then submit the documents at the government office concerned, which would post the certificate 

or licence once issued. VFS Global, one of the biggest visa and passport service providers in the world, 

has been given the contract to run the project for three years. The number of services to be home-

delivered would be increased to 100 within 3 months. 

 

NITI Aayog has collaborated with Intel  organisations to set up a 

Model International Center for Transformative Artificial 

Intelligence (ICTAI) 

NITI Aayog has collaborated with Intel and Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) to set up a 

Model International Center for Transformative Artificial Intelligence (ICTAI). The collaboration aims to 

bring together fundamental and applied research, innovation and technology development to solve 

important problems.The ICTAI will work towards developing and deploying artificial intelligence based 

research projects in critical domains such as health care, agriculture, smart cities and mobility. The 

initiative is part of NITI Aayog’s National Strategy for Artificial Intelligence discussion paper that focuses 

on establishing ICTAI through private sector collaboration. 

 

Nomadic Elephant 2018 is an army exercise between India and 

Mongolia country 

The 13th edition of Indo-Mongolian joint military exercise “Nomadic Elephant 2018” has commenced at 

Mongolian Armed Forces (MAF) Five Hills Training Area in Ullanbaatar on September 10. During the 12 

days long exercise, both sides will jointly train, plan and execute a series of well developed tactical drills 
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for neutralisation of likely threats that may be encountered in urban warfare scenario. Experts from 

both sides will also hold detailed discussions to share their experience on varied topics for mutual 

benefits. Exercise Nomadic Elephant is an annual, bilateral exercise since 2006 which is designed to 

strengthen the partnership between Indian Army and Mongolian Armed Forces. The exercise will see 

them improve their tactical and technical skills in joint counter insurgency and counter terrorist 

operations in rural and urban scenario under United Nations mandate. 

 

The first-ever tripartite meeting among India, Iran and Afghanistan 

was held in Kabul city 

On September 11, India, Iran and Afghanistan held their first tripartite meeting in Kabul during which 

implementation of the Chabahar port project and a host of other issues discussed. The Indian delegation 

was led by Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale while the Iranian team was headed by Deputy Foreign 

Minister Abbas Araghchi. Afghan Deputy Foreign Minister Hekmat Khalil Karzai chaired the meeting. 

The meeting focused on consolidating economic cooperation, including Chabahar, as well as enhancing 

cooperation on counter-terrorism, counter-narcotics, and continuing support to the peace and 

reconciliation process that is led and owned by Afghanistan. As per officials, the three sides agreed to 

hold the next round of consultation in 2019 at an appropriate time in India.The Chabahar port is being 

considered a gateway to golden opportunities for trade by India, Iran and Afghanistan with central Asian 

countries besides ramping up trade among the three countries in the wake of Pakistan denying transit 

access to New Delhi. 

 

India’s first railway university “National Rail and Transportation 

Institute (NRTI)” is located in Vadodara city 

The National Rail and Transportation Institute (NRTI), which is India’s first railway university, has 

recently started operations in Vadodara, Gujarat. This institute is located in the National Academy of 

Indian Railway (NAIR) having about 55 acres of campus. It is India’s first university focused on 

transport-related education, multidisciplinary research and training. NRTI will offer multi-disciplinary 

programmes designed to cater to the needs of India’s transportation sector. The Institute will follow a 

demand-driven curriculum, while aligning with industry priorities. To ensure best-in-class delivery of 

education, NRTI will follow a highly experiential and unique inter-disciplinary pedagogical approach, 

that incorporates the latest technologies such as live classrooms and online programs, and is delivered 

by high-quality faculty with global exposure. It is established as a deemed to be university under de-

novo category. NRTI is a brainchild of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, currently offering its flagship 

undergraduate programmes in Transportation Technology and Management. 

 

Tamil Nadu state government has banned the manufacture, sale and 

possession of e-cigarettes 
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The Tamil Nadu government has banned the manufacture, sale (including online sale), distribution, 

trade, display, marketing, import and possession of Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems (ENDS), which 

are popularly known as e-cigarettes, with an immediate effect in the state. The government order stated 

that it is a myth that e-cigarettes are less harmful than beedis and cigarettes. The ban advisory states 

that the use of e-cigarettes causes adverse health effects due to second-hand exposure to metals like 

nickel and chromium. These poses a risk to non-smokers and bystanders. E-cigarettes are also 

dangerous to children and non-smokers. 

 

Sagarmatha Friendship-2018 military exercise is scheduled to start 

between Nepal and China countries 

The second edition of the 10-day Nepal-China joint military exercise “Sagarmatha Friendship-2018” will 

be held at Chengdu, the capital of China’s southwestern Sichuan Province, from September 17. The aim 

of the exercise is to share expertise in disaster management and to fight terrorism, among others. This 

will reduce Nepal’s dependence on India and allow China to get a firmer foothold in the sub-continental 

drama. This comes at a time when Nepal refuses to participate in the first-ever BIMSTEC military 

exercise “MILEX-18”, which has started in India from September 10. 

 

L K Advani has been appointed new chairman of the Lok Sabha 

Ethics Committee 

Veteran BJP leader L K Advani has been renominated as the chairman of the Lok Sabha Ethics 

Committee by Speaker Sumitra Mahajan. The Committee examines complaints relating to unethical 

conduct by members of Parliament. It is also free to take up suo motu investigation into the matters 

relating to ethics and unethical conduct by a member, wherever necessary, and make such 

recommendations, as it may deem fit. P Karunakaran has also been renominated as chairman of the 

Committee on Absence of Members from the Sittings of the House. Beside this, Ramesh Pokhriyal 

Nishank will head the Committee on Government Assurances. As per Lok Sabha bulletin, Chandrakant B 

Khaire was also renominated as chairman of the Committee on Papers Laid on the Table, and 

Dilipkumar Mansukhlal Gandhi as the chairman of the Committee on Subordinate Legislation. 

 

Jhulan Goswami Indian sportsperson has become the first bowler in 

women’s cricket to pick 300 international wickets 

Indian pacer Jhulan Goswami has become the first bowler in women’s cricket to pick 300 international 

wickets. She achieved this feet after reaching the landmark figure in India’s 9-wicket win over Sri Lanka 

on September 11. Earlier, Indian Cricketer Mithali Raj became the most capped player in the history of 

Women’s ODIs cricket. 
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Arul Chinnaiyan Indian-origin professor has been awarded an 

“Outstanding Investigator Award” by the U.S. National Cancer 

Institute to identify cancer biomarkers 

Prof. Arul Chinnaiyan, an Indian-American scientist and professor at the University of Michigan, has 

been awarded an “Outstanding Investigator Award” along with a grant of $6.5 million by the U.S. 

National Cancer Institute to identify cancer biomarkers. The funding is aimed at identifying cancer 

biomarkers, which may improve diagnosis and help develop targeted therapies for the deadly disease. 

The award is designed to support the very best researchers who have a track record of innovation and 

success. The focus of Prof. Arul’s research is molecular profiling of cancer to discover novel diagnostic 

markers and therapeutic targets. 

 

India’s first 205T Electric Drive Rear Dump Truck (BH205-E) has 

been launched by BEML public sector company 

The Bharat Earth Movers Limited (BEML) has recently launched an indigenously designed and 

developed India’s first 205T Electric Drive Rear Dump Truck (Model BH205-E) in its Mysuru plant, with 

an objective of strengthening the ‘Make in India’ initiative. This new rear dump truck is expected to 

address the growing demand for higher capacity equipment in the mining industry. BH205E is powered 

by Tier -II emission compliant Modular Common Rail Electronic Engine with 2300 HP. The AC drive 

system has been engineered to provide exceptional haul road performance with reduced maintenance. 

The Dump Truck is environmental friendly in relation to mechanical drive due to its superior efficiency. 

The truck weighs 335 tonnes when fully loaded but it is easily manoeuvrable with power-steering and 

short turning radius. It has been developed for use in the project of Northern Coalfields Limited (NCL), 

Singrauli. 

 

As per culture study survey by US-based firm Kronos Incorporated, 

India country is the world’s most hardest working country 

As per culture study survey by US-based multi-national workforce management firm Kronos 

Incorporated, India leads the way as the world’s hardest working country with 69% of full-time 

employees are happy with 5-day workweek. Indians stated that they would work five days a week even 

if they had the option to work fewer days for the same pay. Mexico was the 2nd-highest at 43% of 

workers, followed by the US at 27%. The study found workers in the United Kingdom, France and 

Australia were least content with the standard five-day workweek. According to a survey If pay 

remained constant, one-third of global workers felt their ideal workweek would last four days (34%), 

while 20% said they would work 3 days a week. For this study, the survey was carried out amongst 2, 

700 full and part-time employees living in Australia, Canada, France, Germany, India, Mexico, the UK and 

the US. It was conducted by Future Workplace on behalf of Kronos Incorporated between July 31 to 
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August 9, 2018. The study also found that in the matter of overtime, US leads the way with 49% clocking 

more than 40 hours each week. This was followed by India (44%), Mexico (40%) and Germany (38%). 

 

Aatish Taseer is the author of the book “The Twice-Born – Life and 

Death on the Ganges” 

The book “The Twice-Born – Life and Death on the Ganges” has been authored by Aatish Taseer, who is 

son of late Pakistani politician Salman Taseer and Delhi journalist Tavleen Singh. The Twice-Born is a 

deeply individual and acutely perceptive book revolving around questions of culture and politics that 

are going to define our future as a nation. It is the remarkable account of a personal journey to 

understand today’s India, and truly a book for our times. He is the author of books like “Stranger to 

History”, “The Way Things Were”, “The Temple-Goers” and “Noon”. The book, published by 

HarperCollins India, will release on October 22. 

 

Goura Chandra Mohapatra, who passed away recently, was the 

veteran freedom fighter of Odisha  state 

Goura Chandra Mohapatra (104), the veteran freedom fighter, educationist and social reformer, has 

passed away in Bhubaneswar, Odisha on September 11, 2018. He actively participated in the freedom 

movement and jailed during Quit India Movement in 1942. He dedicated his entire life for promotion of 

Gandhian values and for social upliftment. Mohapatra was the son of nationalist poet ‘Kantakabi’ 

Laxmikanta Mohapatra, who penned the famous song “Bande Utkal Janani” . 

 

India’s first tribal circuit tourism project has launched in 

Chhattisgarh  state 

India’s first tribal circuit tourism project under the Swadesh Darshan scheme has launched at Gangrel in 

Chhattisgarh on September 13. It covers 13 sites in Chhattisgarh which are Jashpur, Kunkuri, Mainpat, 

Kamleshpur, Maheshpur, Kurdar, Sarodadadar, Gangrel, Kondagaon, Nathiya Nawagaon, Jagdalpur, 

Chitrakoot and Tirthgarh. Under the tribal circuit theme of the scheme the Ministry of Tourism has 

sanctioned 4 projects to Nagaland, Telangana and Chhattisgarh for Rs. 380 crore. Major components 

sanctioned in the tribal circuit theme include eco log huts, craft haats, souvenir shops or kiosk, tourist 

reception and facilitation centres, open amphitheatre, tribal interpretation centres, workshop centres, 

tourist amenities centres, last mile connectivity, wayside amenities, viewpoints, nature trails, solar 

illuminations, signages and solid waste management among others. The Swadesh Darshan scheme was 

launched in 2014 -15 for development of thematic circuits in the country in a planned and prioritized 

manner. 
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Brij Katyal, who passed away recently, was associated with Film 

Industry field 

Veteran film writer Brij Katyal (86), who penned the story of Shashi Kapoor-Nanda hit “Jab Jab Phool 

Khile”, has passed away in Mumbai on September 13. One of the most accomplished writers of the film 

industry, Katyal also has writing credits to his name in many TV serials such as “Dillagi”, “Saans” and 

“Pal Chhin”, both directed by Neena Gupta. His stint in movies also includes “Ajooba” and “Yeh Raat Phir 

Na Aayegi”, among others. 

 

Argentina country is host to the 2018 G-20 trade and investment 

ministerial meeting 

The 2018 G-20 trade and investment ministerial meeting was held at Mar del Plata in Argentina on 

September 12-13. From India, Commerce and Industry Minister Suresh Prabhu participated in the 

meeting. Issues including increasing protectionism, challenges to promote global commerce and new 

industrial revolution were discussed. The meeting assumes significance as countries including the US 

has significantly raised customs duties on products including steel and aluminium. It has triggered a 

trade war kind of situation, which is impacting the global trade. The G20 members include India, 

Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, EU, France, Gemaany, Indonesia, Japan, Mexico, Russia, South Africa, UK 

and the US. 

 

Every year Hindi Diwas is celebrated on 14 September. In 1949 

year, Hindi was chosen to be state language of Union 

The National Hindi Divas (NHD) is celebrated every year on September 14 in India. On this day, in 1949, 

the Constituent Assembly of India had adopted Hindi written in Devanagari script as the official 

language of India under Article 343. In all, there are 22 Scheduled languages of India, of which, two are 

officially used at Union government of India level: Hindi and English. 

 

D K Jain is the head of the committee to look into the harrowing 

arrest and alleged torture of former space scientist Nambi 

Narayanan in the ‘ISRO spy scandal 

The Supreme Court has appointed a 3-member committee headed by D.K. Jain, a former judge of the 

court, to probe the harrowing arrest and alleged torture of former space scientist Nambi Narayanan in 

the ‘ISRO spy scandal’ that turned out to be fake. A 3-judge Bench led by Chief Justice of India (CJI) Dipak 

Misra also awarded Mr. Narayanan Rs. 50 lakh in compensation for the mental cruelty he suffered all 

these years. The committee will explore “ways and means” to bring justice to the former space scientist 
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besides probing the officers who caused the “harrowing” incidents. The Centre would take care of the 

committee’s facilities and expenses. 

 

Under Article 124 article of the constitution, President has 

appointed Justice Ranjan Gogoi as the 46th Chief Justice of India 

Under article 124 of the constitution, President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Justice Ranjan Gogoi as 

the 46th Chief Justice of India (CJI). He will assume office after the current CJI Dipak Misra retires on 

October 2. He will have tenure of 13 months – till November 17, 2019. Currently, Justice Gogoi is heading 

the Bench monitoring the sensitive Assam National Register of Citizens (NRC) case. Thus, Justice Gogoi 

will become the first CJI from North-Eastern states. He is the son of former Assam chief minister Keshab 

Chandra Gogoi. Justice Gogoi was one of the four senior-most judges of the court who had called an 

unprecedented press conference this January, when they had publicly raised concerns about the 

administration of the court and the formation of benches for the allocation of important cases. He is also 

one of 11 judges in the Supreme Court who have disclosed their assets. 

 

Mehlli Gobhai, who passed away recently, was associated with Art 

field 

Mehlli Gobhai (87), the veteran artist, has passed away in Mumbai on September 13,2018. He is 

considered one of the foremost abstractionist artists in India. His paintings record the dialogue between 

the spare line and burnished field. Gobhai was a student at the Royal College of Art in London and the 

Art Students League and the Pratt Graphic Centre in New York. He worked in New York for 20 years 

before returning to Mumbai in the 1980s. He was part of the advisory council at the Jehangir Nicholson 

Art Foundation at the Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sanghrahalaya in Mumbai. 

 

The agricultural festival of Nuakhai has started in Odisha state 

The agricultural festival of Nuakhai has started in Odisha on 13th September 2018. The word ‘nua’ 

means new and ‘khai’ means food, so the name means the farmers are in possession of the newly 

harvested rice. The festival is seen as a new ray of hope, held the day after the Ganesha Chaturthi 

festival. During this harvest festival of western Odisha, new produce Nabannis offered to presiding 

deities. After offering the Nabann, people relish different types of delicacies prepared from the newly 

harvested crop. The Nuakhai Juhar is a major ritual of the festival, during which greetings are exchanged 

with friends, relatives and well-wishers. 
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Rs 10, 881 crore is the total fund outlay of recently launched Dairy 

Processing & Infrastructure Development Fund Scheme, which 

provides financial assistance to cooperatives 

Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, Radha Mohan Singh has recently launched Dairy 

Processing & Infrastructure Development Fund (DIDF) in New Delhi with an outlay of Rs 10881 crore. 

The fund is implemented through National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) and National Cooperative 

Development Development Corporation (NCDC). It will benefit 95 lakh farmers in about 50 thousand 

villages. In it, many skilled, semi-skilled and unskilled workers will get employment, directly and 

indirectly. Additional milk processing capacity of 126 lakh litre per day, milk drying capacity of 210 MT 

per day, milk chilling capacity of 140 lakh litre per day shall be created. Under this scheme, milk 

cooperatives will be provided financial assistance of Rs 8004 crore in the form of a loan at 6.5% interest, 

which will be reimbursed over a period of 10 years. The government has also given a provision of 

interest subsidy on loans. 

 

Narendra  is the author of the book “Bastar Dispatches: A Passage 

Through the Wilds” 

The book “Bastar Dispatches: A Passage Through the Wilds” has been authored by Narendra, which 

explores lives of Bastar’s Abujhmad tribals. It provides a narrative of these people at peace with 

themselves and nature, their dialect, their festivities & their delightful interactions. The Bastar 

Dispatches brings out how forests and the wilds, humans and animals, distances, spaces and the skies, 

the known and unknown together make up societies and intimacies. Abujhmad stands today as one of 

the few mirrors left the world over wherein modernity can view itself – its calamities and collapses. The 

book is based on the author’s over 30 years of association with Abujhmad under a field research 

programme and its contiguous areas in the Bastar division of Chhattisgarh. 
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“Thanks & Be Ambitious” 

All the best for your Mains Exam  


