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Jhulan Goswami Indian woman cricketer has recently announced her 
retirement from International T20 cricket 
 Jhulan Nishit Goswami, the veteran Indian women’s team pacer, has announced her retirement from 

International T20 cricket. She represented India in 68 T20Is picking up 56 wickets which included a 5-
wicket haul against Australia in 2012.  

 Goswami will only play One Day International (ODIs) (as India don’t play Test cricket), in which format 
she is the world’s highest wicket-taker with 200 scalps from 169 games.  

 She hails from a non-descript town of Chakdah in West Bengal’s Nadia district. 
 

Chander Mohan Indian-American scientist has found simple way to 
predict Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD) 

 Prof. Chander Mohan, an Indian-American scientist, has identified as many as 50 protein biomarkers that 
can non-invasively detect Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD) – a gut disorder that leads to diarrhoea, 
abdominal cramps, and weight loss.  

 Mohan, who is professor at University of Houston in the US, received a $ 347,490 grant from the Crohn’s 
& Colitis Foundation of America. Along with IBD expert Subra Kugathasan, a gastroenterologist at Emory 
University in the US, Mohan is examining stool protein biomarkers that indicate the disease. 

 IBD occurs when the body’s immune system fights its intestinal cells. Two of the most common types are 
Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis, both of which cause inflammation in the digestive tract. 

 

Beyond The Lines is the autobiography of renowned journalist Kuldip 
Nayar, who passed away recently 
 Kuldip Nayar (95), the Veteran journalist, author and human rights activist, has passed away in New 

Delhi on August 23, 2018. Nayar, a former editor of the Indian Express, was also the author of 15 books 
including “Without Fear: The Life and Trial of Bhagat Singh”,  
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 “India after Nehru” and “Emergency Retold”. In his autobiography ‘Beyond The Lines’, he wrote about his 
interview with Pakistan’s nuclear scientist Abdul Qadeer Khan, during which the latter revealed that 
Pakistan had a nuclear device well before it was thought to have had it. During Emergency, he was jailed 
under the Maintenance of Internal Security Act for leading a protest against the excesses of the 
administration.  

 In 2015, he was honoured with ‘Lifetime Achievement Award’ for his contribution to journalism at the 
8th edition of the Ramnath Goenka Excellence awards. Nayar also served as High Commissioner of India 
to the UK in 1990 and as a member of the Rajya Sabha. 

 
Bhutan country is host to the 9th edition of Mountain Echoes Literature 
Festival 2018 

 On August 22, the 9th edition of Mountain Echoes Literature Festival 2018 has started in Thimphu, 
Bhutan to serve as a collaborative platform for knowledge sharing, leading to global cultural potpourri of 
ideas. The 4-day Literature Festival began with a tribute to former Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee, who was remembered at the annual event for his animated style of poetry recitations. It will 
celebrate 50 years of diplomatic relations between India and Bhutan.  

 The 2018 edition will focus on subjects such as Spirituality and Philosophy, Performing Arts, 
Environmental Conservation, Food, as well as Film and Theatre, among others. The literary festival of 
Bhutan was established under the patronage of Her Majesty the Royal Queen Mother Ashi Dorji Wangmo 
Wangchuck and is known for bringing together literary stalwarts from across the world in the lap of the 
Himalayas. 

 

Shardul Vihan Indian shooter clinched silver in the men’s double trap 
shooting event at the 2018 Asian Games 

 Indian shooter Shardul Vihan (15) from Uttar Pradesh clinched silver in the men’s double trap shooting 
event at the Jakabaring shooting range in the 18th Asian Games 2018 on August 23. He shot 73 to claim 
the silver medal, while Korea’s Shin Hyunwoo clinched gold with a score of 74.  

 Qatar’s Al Marri Hamad Ali bagged the bronze after shooting 53 at the Jakabaring shooting range. Vihan, 
who is coached by former Asian Championship double gold medallist Anwer Sultan, had grabbed four 
gold medals at Shotgun Nationals Championship in 2017. 

 
Kathmandu cities is the venue of 4th summit of Heads of 
State/Government of BIMSTEC 2018 
 The 4th summit of Heads of State/Government of Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 

Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) will be held at Kathmandu in Nepal on August 30 and 31. All member 
states of BIMSTEC will participate in the Summit. During the two-day Summit, leaders of member states 
will review progress achieved so far in the areas of cooperation and provide guidance to the future work 
of the BIMSTEC.  

 Prior to the Summit, the 19th Senior Officials’ Meeting (SOM) and the 16th Ministerial Meeting of 
BIMSTEC will be held on August 28 and 29 in Kathmandu. BIMSTEC is a regional economic bloc 
comprising 7 member states lyingin the littoral and adjacent areas of the Bay of Bengal constituting a 
contiguous regional unity. The group was formed in 1997 and it brings together Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Thailand. Nepal is the current chair of BIMSTEC. 

 

Iran country has launched its first state-of-the-art domestic fighter jet 
“Kowsar” 

 Iran has launched its first state-of-the-art domestic fighter jet “Kowsar” at a defense show in Tehran on 
August 23, 2018. The jet is a fourth-generation fighter, with advanced avionics and multi-purpose radar. 
It is designed and manufactured by domestic military experts. It is dual-cockpit, single engine jet with 
single tail fin.  
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 It resembles US-made F-5F Tiger (first flew in 1974), which is variant of 1950s-era US Northrop F-5 
fighter that is a long-time mainstay of Iranian Air Force. It can be used for short aerial support missions 
and is equipped with systems that promote precision targeting. The acronym “Kowsar” refers river in 
paradise in Islam and also the title of a chapter in the Koran. 

 

Raveena Tandon well-known personality has become the new brand 
ambassador of the Sanjay Gandhi National Park (SGNP) 

 The Maharashtra government has appointed actor Raveena Tandon as the brand ambassador of the 
Sanjay Gandhi National Park (SGNP) to spread environmental awareness among citizens. The SGNP is 
spread over 103 Sq. Km. and is wedged between the suburbs of Mumbai and Thane. It is home to more 
than 274 species of birds, 35 species of mammals, 78 species of reptiles and amphibians, 170 species of 
butterflies and over a staggering 1,300 species of plants.  

 The park is notable as one of the major national parks existing within a metropolis limit and is one of the 
most visited parks in the world. It was formerly known as Borivali National Park and was renamed SGNP 
in 1996, after Sanjay Gandhi, the son of former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. 

 

India’s largest Startup incubation and acceleration “Bhamashah Techno 
Hub” has launched in Rajasthan  
 In Rajasthan, India’s largest Startup incubation and acceleration- Bhamashah Techno Hub – was 

inaugurated by Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje in Jaipur On August 23, 2018. The purpose of the techno 
hub is to create an ecosystem for promoting state’s youth for entrepreneurship.  

 The hub would be able to accommodate over 700 startup ventures with one lakh square feet incubation 
space and also help them to get connected with potential investors. In it, free space, easier funding 
avenues and mentorship will also be provided to startup. 

 

Appa Rao Podile has been selected for the prestigious J C Bose 
Fellowship-2018 

 Prof Appa Rao Podile, the Vice Chancellor of the University of Hyderabad (UoH), has been selected for the 
prestigious J C Bose Fellowship-2018 of Department of Science and Technology (DoST) by Government of 
India (GoI).  

 The fellowship is given in recognition of his performance in the area of plant-microbe interactions in 
general and induced resistance in plants in particular. He has made significant contributions in three 
closely related areas of research that revolve around the recognition of pathogen-derived molecules by 
plants that activate defence response and contribute to improved health/yield.  

 The J C Bose Fellow will receive a fellowship amount of Rs 25,000 per month and a research grant of Rs 
15 lakh per annum and is provided initially for a period of 5 years. The fellowship can be extended 
beyond five years based on performance during the first five year tenure. 

 

IIT Hyderabad has launched an exclusive incubator “Fabless Chip Design 
Incubator (FabCI)” to boost chip design 

 The Indian Institute of Technology-Hyderabad (IIT-H) has launched an exclusive incubator “Fabless Chip 
Design Incubator (FabCI)” to boost chip design. It is a first of its kind in India that will focus on creating 
an ecosystem for start-ups in chip design. The purpose of FabCI is to incubate at least 50 ‘Make-in-India’ 
chip design companies that can compete globally and generate Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs).  

 It will provide a bouquet of offerings including free software tools with leading technology partners in 
Electronic Design Automation (EDA), a characterization facility for testing chips, and equipment for 
performing DC and RF characterization.  

 FabCI is funded by MeitY, with technology partners Cadence Design Systems and Mentor Graphics both 
are leading providers of Electronic Design Automation (EDA) software, hardware and IP. The Incubator 
also offers virtual support to non-Hyderabad start-ups which can join FabCI and leverage the offerings 
and participate remotely. 
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Ankita Raina Indian female tennis player has won bronze in women’s 
singles at the 18th Asian Games 2018 

 Indian Tennis player, Ankita Raina has won a bronze after losing a hard fought women’s singles semifinal 
4-6, 6-7 in straight sets against Shuai Zhang of China at the 2018 Jakarta Asian Games on August 23.  

 With this, she became the 2nd Indian female tennis player after Sania Mirza to win a medal in singles’ 
competition at the Asian Games. For India, Mirza won silver in Doha in 2006 and a bronze in Guangzhou 
2010. Ankita from Maharashtra is currently India’s number one women’s singles. 

 

New Delhi is the venue of the 2018 India Banking Conclave (IBC) 

 On August 23, the 2018 India Banking Conclave (IBC) was held in New Delhi to address issues of India’s 
Banking Sector. It was organized by Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) and the government 
Think Tank NITI Aayog.  

 IBC 2018 is an important platform for varied stakeholders connected to India’s banking and financial 
sectors. The 2-day thought awareness programme witnessed panel discussions on NPAs, development of 
banks with changing times, privatization versus merger and the future of banking, among other issues. 

 

AJ Paulraj heads the steering committee which recently submitted 
‘Making India 5G Ready’ report to government 

 The 9-member Steering Committee, headed by Stanford University Prof. AJ Paulraj, has recently 
submitted its 5G high level forum report titled ‘Making India 5G Ready’ to Telecom Secretary Aruna 
Sundararajan.  

 The report suggested the Central government should announce its 5G policy by 31st December 2018, 
besides setting up a standing committee to advise on building the infrastructure for spectrum technology.  

 The key recommendations and action plan for the report include spectrum policy; regulatory policy; 
education and awareness promotion; application and use case labs; participation in international 
standards; development of application layer standards; and major 5G trials. The committee expected the 
5G commercial roll out in India by 2020. 

 

The Government of India (GoI) has decided to lift ban on retail sale of 
Oxytocin life saving drug from September 2018 

 The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has lifted ban on retail sale of life saving drug ‘Oxytocin’ with 
effect from 1st September 2018, which was restricted to retail sale from July 2018. Though, the Centre 
has imposed strict regulations on its sales and retained the monopoly of Karnataka Antibiotics & 
Pharmaceuticals Ltd (KAPL) for manufacturing oxytocin.  

 As per new rules, Oxytocin will be moved from schedule A to Schedule H1 that means retailer has to 
maintain a separate register giving the name and address of the prescriber, the patient, the drug and the 
quantity supplied.  

 These records have to be maintained for 3 years and be available for inspection. Oxytocin is an essential 
drug used to prevent and treat bleeding after child birth. But, its misuse is widespread in the dairy 
industry, where livestock are injected with oxytocin to make them release milk at a time convenient to 
farmers. The hormone is also used to increase the size of vegetables and fruits such as pumpkins, 
watermelons, brinjals, gourds and cucumbers. 

 

The Copernicus project, under which wind-sensing satellite “Aeolus” has 
been launched recently, is a joint project of European Union and 
European Space Agency 

 The European Space Agency (ESA) has launched a wind- sensing satellite “Aeolus” into orbit from French 
Guyana to track global winds. The satellite will be placed at an altitude of 320 Km above the Earth. The 
launch is part of the Copernicus project, a joint effort by the European Union and the European Space 
Agency (ESA) to track environmental damage and assist disaster relief operations.  
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 The “Aeolus” satellite – named after the keeper of the winds in Greek mythology – is designed to enable 
improved weather forecasting and aid disaster relief operations.  

 It is equipped with a Doppler wind LIDAR – an advanced laser system designed to measure global wind 
patterns from space. Aeolus, which is built by Airbus, will be the first satellite equipped to perform global 
wind-component-profile observation on a daily basis in near real-time. 

 

Vijay Chavan, who passed away recently, was associated to 
Marathi regional cinemas 

 Vijay Chavan (63), the veteran Marathi actor who was known for his comic roles, has passed away in 
Mumbai, Maharashtra on August 24, 2018.  

 The actor, who featured in more than 350 films, is best remembered for his comic roles in Marathi films 
such as ‘Jatra’, ‘Zapatlela’, ‘Pachadlele’, ‘Mumbaicha Dabewala’ and ‘Shrimanta Damodar Panta’, among 
others.  

 Beside films, he also featured in numerous plays. He is best known for the his role of Mavshi in the 
famous Marathi Stage drama “Moruchi Mavshi”. This comedy play was penned by Pralhad Keshav Atre. 

 

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has appointed S J Vazifdar 
committee to decide Vedanta’s plea challenging closure of its Sterlite 
plant 
 The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has appointed former Punjab and Haryana High Court Chief Justice S J 

Vazifdar as head of a 3-member committee to decide mining company Vedanta Limited’s plea challenging 
the Tamil Nadu government’s order to close the Sterlite copper plant at Thoothukudi.  

 The committee may, if necessary, visit the site and consider the technical data and take a decision as early 
as found viable preferably within 6 weeks after it assumes it’s working. Recently, on 9th August 2018, the 
Tribunal had allowed Vedanta to access the administrative unit inside its Sterlite copper plant at 
Thoothukudi in Tamil Nadu.  

 Though, the plant would remain closed and the company would not have access to its production unit 
and directed the district magistrate to ensure this. In March 2013, Sterlite’s factory came into limelight 
when a gas leak led to the death of one person and injuries to several others, after which then chief 
minister J Jayalalithaa had ordered its closure. 

 

The book “No Spin” is the autobiography of Shane Warne veteran 
cricketer 

 The book “No Spin” is the autobiography of renowned Australian bowler Shane Warne, which will release 
on October 30. It is the true story behind the headlines, in Warne’s own voice, and challenges some of the 
enduring myths and untruths that surround him.  

 The memoir is written with cricketer and TV presenter Mark Nicholas. Warne is widely regarded as one 
of the finest bowlers in the history of the game. He played his first Test match in 1992, and took over 
1,000 international wickets. 

 

The International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) has 
launched an initiative to save cultural heritage in flood-devastated 
Kerala, headquarters of ICOMOS is in Paris 

 The International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) has launched a Kerala Heritage Rescue 
Initiative to assess damage to rich cultural and built heritage in flood-devastated Kerala.  

 The initiative aims to set up a platform for emergency response to the cultural heritage damaged by the 
floods in Kerala. It has also set up a Facebook page to collect information on the damage to buildings, 
museum collections, cultural artefacts, libraries, archives, and even intangible heritage.  

 ICOMOS, which is headquartered in Paris, is an inter-governmental organisation dedicated to the 
preservation of cultural heritage worldwide through training, information, research, cooperation and 
advocacy programmes. 
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 ICOMOS is also an advisory body to the UNESCO for cultural heritage, in particular for implementation of 
the World Heritage Convention (WHC). 

 

Ranchi cities is the venue of the International Water Colour Festival 
2018 

 On August 23, the International Water Colour Festival 2018 has started at Audrey House in Ranchi, which 
is organized by the Jharkhand Art Culture and Tourism Department in Audrey House. The aim of the 5-
day fest is to bring local artists in touch with the international art and promote the rich art and culture of 
Jharkhand.  

 During the water colour festival, the visiting artists will interact with school students and local artists on 
various themes including “nature” and “modern/abstract”. 

  Approx 56 internationally renowned artists — from 24 countries and 25 Indian states are participating 
in the festival. The list of artists from different countries include names like Anna Massinissa (Fabriano), 
Zhou Tianya and Mong Sho (China), the Indian art diaspora in the festival will be represented by Milind 
Mulick, Sailesh Meshram, Nirupam Konwar, Ramesh Jhawar and Praween Karmaker, among others. 

 

G Satheesh Reddy has been appointed new chairman of the Defence 
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 
 Renowned aerospace scientist Dr G Satheesh Reddy, who is scientific adviser to the Defence minister, has 

been appointed new chairman of the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) for a 
period of two years.  

 He will also be secretary in the Department of Defence Research and Development (DDR&D) for the same 
period. The post of DRDO chief was lying vacant since May 2018 after the then Chief Dr. S. Christopher 
stepped down.  

 Dr. Reddy is the first defence scientist working in India to receive the Silver Medal of Royal Aeronautical 
Society, UK, and has also been selected for the first IEI (India) and IEEE (USA) joint award for Engineering 
Excellence. 

 
The 2018 Nallur Kantha Swamy festival has started in Sri Lanka 
neighbouring country of India 

 On August 23, the annual festival at Nallur Kandaswamy Kovil has started in Jaffna, Sri Lanka with the 
sacred flag hoisting ceremony and is attracting thousands of Hindu pilgrims from within the country and 
abroad.  

 During the 25-day festival, thousands of Tamil Hindu devotees will attend the rituals in worship of Lord 
Murugan, Valli and Devanai Amman.  

 The colourful festival includes vibrant chariot processions, rhythmic drumming, dancing and acts of self-
mortification. The Ther Thiruvila (chariot festival) is the most popular of all events is very colourful. 

 
Uttar Pradesh state government is host to the 2018 Krishi Kumbh 
International Conference and Exhibition 

 The 2018 Krishi Kumbh International Conference and Exhibition will be held at Indian Institute of 
Sugarcane Research (Telibagh) in Lucknow from October 26, which will be organized by the Government 
of Uttar Pradesh.  

 The aim of the 3-day conference is to provide a platform to farmers, technical experts and entrepreneurs 
for exchange of knowledge and expertise in the field of agriculture sector.  

 It also aims at increasing the agriculture production by adopting advance technologies. In it, farmers from 
all 75 districts National & International agriculture scientist, representatives from industries & policy 
maker from Central and State govt. will participate. 
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Arunachal Pradesh state government has decided to organize youths’ 
conclave ‘ATAL’ in September 2018 

 The Arunachal Pradesh government has decided to organize a youths’ conclave “ATAL – Arunachal 
Transformation & Aspirational Leadership” in Itanagar on 22nd September 2018. The aim of the 3-day 
ATAL conclave is to engage youths in the age group of 18 to 30 years of the state pro-actively in the areas 
of public policy and governance. For this, they have to register themselves at www.atalconclave.in.  

 Participants shall brainstorm and present their ideas, proposals and solutions for government policies 
and existing challenges faced by the state before expert panels. Further, interactive sessions with key 
policy makers, bureaucrats, sectoral experts, thought leaders, grass-root change-makers are also planned 
to be hosted in the Conclave. The conclave will see participation of 1000 youths of the state. 

 

Tejinder Pal Singh Toor, who clinched Gold in men’s Shot-Put event at 
the 2018 Jakarta Asian Games, has set new Asiad record of 20.75 meters 

 Indian shot putter Tejinder Pal Singh Toor from Punjab has clinched Gold in men’s Shot-Put event with a 
record-shattering throw at the 2018 Jakarta Asian Games on August 25. He threw the iron ball to 20.75m 
to win the gold and set a national as well as Asian Games record. The previous mark of 20.57m was set by 
Sultan Abdulmajeed Al-Hebshi of Saudi Arabia at the 2010 Guangzhou Asian Games in China.  

 With this, Tajinder became the first Indian to win the men’s shot put gold at the Asian Games since 
Bahadur Singh Sagoo, who had thrown a best of 19.03m to win the gold in Busan in 2002. This is the 8th 
gold medal for India in men’s shot put in the history of the Asian Games. 

 

The world’s first public blockchain bond “bond-i” has recently launched 
by World Bank International organization 
 The world’s first blockchain bond “bond-i” has recently launched by World Bank (WB), which is to be 

created, allocated, transferred and managed through its life cycle using distributed ledger technology. 
The “bond-I” stands for Blockchain Operated New Debt Instrument and is also has reference to Sydney’s 
most famous beach ‘Bondi Beach’.  

 The Commonwealth Bank of Australia is the sole arranger of the issuance for the bond. It was the first 
time that the World Bank bond raised capital from public investors through a legally valid bond issuance 
that uses blockchain from start to finish. This 2-year maturity bond has successfully raised 110 million 
Australian dollars (USD 80.48 million).  

 The World Bank, whose bonds hold an AAA rating, regularly uses its borrowing power to help develop 
new bond markets as well as pioneering new means for selling and trading the securities. The bond-i 
blockchain platform was built and developed by the CBA Blockchain Centre of Excellence, housed in the 
Sydney Innovation Lab. 

 

The NETA app that seeks to let Indian voters rate their elected 
representatives, is inspired by United States country’s approval system 

 On August 24, the National Electoral Transformation (NETA) mobile application has been launched by 
former President Pranab Mukherjee wherein voters can review and rate their elected representatives 
(MPs& MLAs) as well as hold them accountable.  

 Apart from this, the application is being seen as an instrument to track voter sentiment across various 
constituencies in India. The purpose of app is to foster political accountability by being an indicator of the 
ways in which a leader’s performance is being perceived.  

 To ensure participation, the app requires a combination of mediums like the app itself, IVR calls, SMS and 
even offline activation leveraging ASHA and anganwadi workers to collate data on evolving political 
inclinations. 

  The app is the brainchild of an entrepreneur Pratham Mittal and is inspired by the US approval system. 

  

http://www.atalconclave.in/
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Russia country is host to the multi-nation counter-terror exercise “SCO 
Peace Mission 2018” 
 The multi-nation counter-terror exercise Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) Peace Mission 2018 

has started at Chebarkul, Russia on August 24 to provide an opportunity to the armed forces of SCO 
nations to train in counter terrorism operations in urban scenario in a multinational and joint 
environment.  

 The scope of the exercise includes professional interaction, mutual understanding of drills & procedures, 
establishment of joint command and control structures and elimination of terrorist threat in urban 
counter terrorist scenario. 

  It will be for the first time since Independence that India and Pakistan will both be part of a military 
exercise, though the armies of the two nations have worked together in UN peace keeping missions.  

 All 8 SCO member nations – Russia, China, Kyrgyz Republic, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, India and 
Pakistan – are participating in this exercise. 

 

7.5% is the India’s GDP forecast for 2018, as per Moody’s Investors 
Service report “Global Macro Outlook for 2018-19 

 Moody’s Investors Service has recently released its Global Macro Outlook for 2018-19. In it, the Indian 
economy is expected to grow by about 7.5% in 2018 and 2019 as it is largely resilient to external 
pressures like those from higher oil prices.  

 However, the rating agency expects the India’s economy to grow at a higher rate of 7.7% in the first 
quarter of 2018. Apart from this, Moody’s put G-20 growth at 3.3% in 2018 and 3.1% in 2019. The 
advanced economies will grow 2.3% in 2018 and 2% in 2019. 

 

Fouaad Mirza is related to Equestrian sports 

 Fouaad Mirza from Bangaluru clinched silver in the equestrian event with a score of 26.40 at the 2018 
Jakarta Asian Games on August 26.  

 With this, he became the first Indian to win an Asian Games individual medal in the equestrian event after 
36 years.  

 The last individual eventing medal came in 1982 when Raghubir Singh topped the table in New Delhi. 
Beside this, the Indian equestrian team, comprising Fouaad Mirza, Jitender Singh, Akash Malik and 
Rakesh Kumar, also won silver in the same competition with a combined score of 121.30 in the ongoing 
event. Equestrian is a sport related to Horse riding. 

 

Mizzima Media Group, which was recently in news, is a company of 
Myanmar country 

 Prasar Bharati has recently signed MoU with Mizzima Media Group of Myanmar to realize cooperation 
and collaboration in broadcasting and content sharing.  

 The agreement was signed in the presence of Prasar Bharati CEO, Shashi Shekhar Vempati and Editor-in-
chief and MD, Mizzima in New Delhi.  

 The agreement will realize cooperation and collaboration in broadcasting and envisions content-sharing 
covering a wide range of genres, including culture, entertainment, education, science, news and sports 
along with other areas of mutual interest. 

 

The recently signed MoU between Integrated Defence Staff and ISRO 
organization aims to set up telemedicine nodes for soldiers in high-
altitude areas 

 The Integrated Defence Staff of the Defence Ministry and the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to set up satellite-enabled telemedicine nodes to 
improve emergency medical support to Indian soldiers posted in high-altitude areas, especially Siachen. 
ISRO will establish 53 more nodes in the first phase over and above the existing 20, in various 
establishments of the Army, Navy and Air Force across the country.  
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 These nodes will enable medical consultation between soldiers deployed at the Siachen glacier and 
medical echelons in the rear. This joint initiative by ISRO and the Armed Forces Medical Services will 
transform the reach of telemedicine to soldiers, airmen and sailors in remote and isolated posts.  

 One can say that the communication through these nodes will be a paradigm shift in the delivery of 
lifesaving health care in adverse terrain and extreme weather conditions till the weather clears up and 
movement is possible. 

 

India’s first-ever test flight powered by biojet fuel was successfully 
conducted by SpiceJet airline 
 Budget passenger carrier SpiceJet has successfully conducted India’s first-ever test flight powered by 

biojet fuel between Dehradun and Delhi on August 27, 2018. The 43 minute flight was operated by the 
airline’s Bombardier Q-400 aircraft with total 25 on onboard, including crew.  

 The flight was powered with a blend of 75% Air Turbine Fuel (ATF) and 25% biojet fuel. The biojet fuel, 
which is made from Jatropha crop, has been developed by the Council for Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR) based in Dehradun along with Indian Institute of Petroleum (IIP).  

 The advantage of using biojet fuel as compared to ATF is that it reduces carbon emissions and enhances 
fuel efficiency. The biojet fuel has been recognised by American Standard Testing Method (ASTM) and 
meets the specification standards of Pratt & Whitney and Bombardier for commercial application in 
aircraft. Globally, bio-fuel powered flights are operated in Canada. 

 

Gopal Bose, who passed away recently, was associated with Cricket 
sports 

 Gopal Bose (71), the former Bengal cricket captain, has passed away in Birmingham, England on August 
26, 2018. He was the first cricketer from Bengal to play an ODI against England in 1974, which was 
incidentally only the 2nd ODI that India played.  

 He had scored 3,757 runs in 78 first-class games with 8 hundreds and 17 fifties. He also took 72 wickets, 
including one five-for, with his handy off-breaks.  

 Bose was the head coach of Kolkata’s Cricket Club of Dhakuria(CCD). Interestingly, Bose was the manager 
of the Virat Kohli-led India U-19 team that won the World Cup in Kuala Lumpur in 2008. 

 
INS Vikramaditya is the India’s only aircraft carrier to have marine 
hydraulic system 

 For the first time, India’s only aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya will be fitted with marine hydraulic 
systems “GS-1MF and GS-3” to boost the air operations of the ship. The systems would be fitted by 
Russia’s Rostec State Corporation through its subsidiary “Technodinamika” by May 2019.  

 The upgradation and sea trials of the ship will be done in India only. The hydraulics technology uses fluid 
pressure to power machines. These hydraulic systems are used for refuelling, cleaning and pressurization 
of hydraulic systems of aircraft and helicopters which form part of the air-capable wing of INS 
Vikramaditya.  

 GS-1MF hydraulic system is used for helicopters while GS-3 is used for aircraft. INS Vikramaditya is a 
modified Kiev-class aircraft carrier, which entered into service with the Indian Navy in 2013. It weighs 
44,500 tonnes and is the biggest & heaviest ship in the Indian Navy.  

 It is 284m long and 60m high — that’s about as high as a 20-storeyed building. The ship weighs 40,000 
tonnes and is the biggest & heaviest ship in the Indian Navy. 

 

Hanoi cities is the venue of the 3rd Indian Ocean Conference (IOC-2018) 

 The 3rd edition of Indian Ocean Conference (IOC) 2018 has started in Hanoi, Vietnam on August 27 with 
theme ‘Building Regional Architectures’. The 2-day conference was inaugurated by External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj along with her Vietnamese counterpart, Pham Binh Minh. Ms Swaraj also 
unveiled the bust of Mahatma Gandhi in the Chancery building at the Embassy of India in Hanoi.  

 The purpose of the conference is to serve a platform to the countries to come closer and exchange better 
views on the economic and strategic importance of the region and neighbourhood.  



www.ambitiousbaba.com 

www.ambitiousbaba.com Page 10 
 

 The conference will see 43 countries as participants while 28 ministers and officials are set to address the 
event. The conference will emphasise on better cooperation, strategic collaboration and governance 
architectures. 

 

Injeti Srinivas heads the committee on review of penal provisions of 
Company Act 2013 which recently submitted final report to government 
 The committee, chaired by Corporate Affairs Secretary Injeti Srinivas, has recently submitted final report 

on review of penal provisions of Company Act 2013 to the Union Minister for Finance & Corporate 
Affairs, Arun Jaitley.  

 The Committee recommended that the existing rigour of the law should continue for serious offences, 
covering six categories, whereas for lapses that are essentially technical or procedural in nature, mainly 
falling under two categories may be shifted to in-house adjudication process. The report makes 
recommendations for de-clogging the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT) through significant 
reduction in compounding cases before the Tribunal.  

 The Committee was constituted by the Union government in July 2018 to review the existing framework 
dealing with offences under the Companies Act, 2013 and related matters and make recommendations to 
promote better corporate compliance. 

 
PV Sindhu has become the first-ever Indian shuttler to enter a 
badminton final at the Asian Games 

 Olympic Silver Medalist PV Sindhu has created history by becoming the first-ever Indian shuttler to enter 
a badminton final at the Asian Games. She stormed into the women’s singles final after defeating Akane 
Yamaguchi of in the semi-final at the 18th Asian Games 2018 on August 27. 

  Sindhu will now face World No 1 Chines Taipei’s Tai Tzu Ying in a Gold rush on August 28. Earlier, top 
shuttler Saina Nehwal settled for a Bronze after losing her women’s singles semifinal in straight sets 17-
21, 14-21 to Tai Tzu Ying.  

 With this, Nehwal became the first Indian to win an individual medal in badminton 36 years after Syed 
Modi had clinched the bronze at the 1982 Delhi Asian Games. 

 

The Personal Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2018 aims to remove 
discrimination and stigma attached to patients of Leprosy disease 

 The Personal Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2018 eliminates leprosy as a ground for dissolution of marriage or 
divorce. It is an attempt to end the discrimination against leprosy persons in various central laws: The 
Divorce Act, 1869; the Dissolution of Muslim Marriages Act, 1939; the Special Marriage Act, 1954; the 
Hindu Marriage Act, 1955; and the Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act of 1956.  

 The Bill is meant to provide for the integration of leprosy patients into the mainstream. Leprosy is a 
chronic infectious disease caused by Mycobacterium leprae. It usually affects the skin and peripheral 
nerves, but has a wide range of clinical manifestations.  

 According to WHO, leprosy affected 2,12,000 people globally in 2015. India alone reported 1,27,326 new 
cases, accounting for 60% of new cases globally. 

 
Colombo cities is the venue of the 4th Asian electoral stakeholders 
forum (AESF-IV) 

 On August 27, the 4th edition of Asian electoral stakeholders forum (AESF-IV) has started in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka to discuss the state of elections and democracy in the region. The two-day forum is held for the 
first time in South Asia with support from the Election Commission of Sri Lanka and the Asian network 
for free elections (ANFREL).  

 The forum gives an opportunity for Asian election commissions, election observers, non-government 
organizations, and interstate bodies to gather and discuss the state of elections and democracy in the 
region.  
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 The AESF was attended by more than 250 delegates from 45 countries. India is represented by Chief 
Electoral Officer of Maharashtra Ashwini Kumar and an NGO. 

 
Satya S Tripathi Indian economist has been appointed Assistant 
Secretary-General and Head of the New York Office of the United Nations 
Environment Programme (UNEP) 

 Satya S Tripathi, the veteran Indian development economist and UN official, has been appointed Assistant 
Secretary-General and Head of the New York Office of the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP). The appointment was made by UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres.  

 Mr. Tripathi, who will succeed Elliott Harris of Trinidad and Tobago, has worked with the UN since 1998 
in Europe, Asia and Africa on sustainable development, human rights, democratic governance and legal 
affairs. UN Environment is the leading agency at the world body focussed on environment. 

  It works with governments, the private sector, the civil society and with other UN entities and 
international organisations across the world. 

 
Ravinder Kumar Singhal, who has successfully completed the Ironman 
triathlon, is from Maharashtra 

 Dr. Ravinder Kumar Singhal (53), the Maharashtra cadre IPS officer & presently Nashik Police 
Commissioner, has successfully completed the immensely difficult “Ironman triathlon” in 15 hours and 
13 minutes as against the stipulated time of 17 hours in France on August 26, 2018. The Ironman is an 
international triathlon consisting of three consecutive events- 3.8 km of swimming, 180 km cycling and 
42.2 km of running (a full marathon).  

 It is considered one of the toughest one-day sporting events in the world. The competitors have to 
complete the events in sequence within 17 hours to earn the title of ‘Ironman’. Earlier, model-turned-
actor Milind Soman had successfully completed the race in 2015.  

 Beside this, Anju Khosla (52) became the oldest Indian woman to complete an Ironman Triathlon in 
Austria on July 2018, while Major General Vikram Dogra became the first serving Indian Army officer and 
the only General across the world to have successfully completed a gruelling ‘Ironman’ competition held 
in Klagenfurt, Austria in July 2018. 

 
Neeraj Chopra became the first-ever Indian javelin-thrower to win an 
Asian Games gold medal 

 Neeraj Chopra has created history by becoming the first-ever Indian javelin-thrower to win an Asian 
Games gold medal. He shattered his own national record by clearing a distance of 88.06m at the 2018 
Jakarta Asian Games on August 27.  

 He also became the 2nd Indian after Milkha Singh to win a Commonwealth and Asian Games gold in the 
event in the same year. Beside this, Neeraj became the 3rd Indian javelin-thrower to win a medal at the 
Asian Games after Gurtej Singh (who won a bronze in the 1982 edition in New Delhi) and Parsa Singh 
(who became the first Indian to won a silver at the 1951 New Delhi Asian Games). 

 
Brijendra Rehi  is the author of the book “Atal Ji Ne Kaha” 

 The book “Atal Ji Ne Kaha” is authored and compiled by Brijendra Rehi, who is Doordarshan producer & 
senior journalist. It is a book on the BJP patriarch and former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, which 
was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.  

 The book has 26 chapters based on former Prime Minister’s speeches which is on economy, policies, 
small industries, social development, nuclear programme, science and technology or terrorism.  

 It is replete with pictures of the late Prime Minister. Beside this, Rehi has published 11 books so far 
including Muktiswar, Kaka and Mewad Ke Itihaas Ki Jhanki. 
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The Odisha government has launched Mu Hero, Mu Odisha  programme 
to identify young talents 

 The Odisha government has launched a programme “Mu Hero, Mu Odisha” (I am Hero-I am Odisha)” to 
identify and to give recognition to the young achievers of the state.  

 The initiative is to be conducted by the Biju Yuva Vahini (BYV) members. 

 
Indra Nooyi Indian-origin personality has been selected as Asia Society’s 
Game Changer of the Year for 2018 

 Indra Nooyi, the PepsiCo Chairman and CEO, has been selected as Asia Society’s Game Changer of the 
Year for 2018 in recognition of her pioneering business achievements, humanitarian record, and 
advocacy for women and girls around the world.  

 The award will be presented at the 5th Annual Asia Game Changer Awards Dinner and Celebration in 
New York City on October 9, 2018. The event will also feature the first-ever U.S. performance of 
Koolulam. 

 
Japan country’s team has won the FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup France 
2018 

 On 24 August, the Japan Women’s National Team has won the 9th edition of 2018 FIFA U-20 Women’s 
World Cup tournament by beating the Spanish team 3-1 at the final in France.  

 In Japanese football history, it’s their first-ever FIFA U-20 Women’s World Cup title. The FIFA Fair Play 
Award was goes to Japanese team.  

 It must be noted that France will also host the 2019 FIFA Women’s World Cup, which is schedule to take 
place between June-July. 

 
The Lakhwar multi-purpose project is associated with Yamuna river 

 On August 28, the Government of India (GoI) has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 
Chief Ministers of 6 Upper Yamuna basin states for the construction of Lakhwar multi-purpose project in 
Uttarakhand.  

 The states are Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan, Haryana and Delhi. The 
Lakhwar project envisages construction of a 204m high concrete dam across river Yamuna near Lohari 
village in Dehradun district of Uttarakhand with a live storage capacity of 330.66 Million Cubic Metre 
(MCM).  

 This storage will provide 78.83 MCM water for domestic, drinking and industrial use in the six basin 
states. It will also irrigate 33,780 hectares of land and generate 300MW of power.  

 Out of the total project cost of Rs 3966.51 crore, the power component of Rs. 1388.28 crore will be borne 
totally by the Uttarakhand government. Uttarakhand will also get the benefit of total power generation 
once the project is complete.  

 The project is to be executed by M/s Uttarakhand Jal Vidyut Nigam Limited (UJVL). 

 
Dutee Chand, who clinched silver in 100m women’s race at the 2018 
Jakarta Asian Games, is belong to Odisha state 

 Indian sprinter Dutee Chand from Odisha clinched silver in women’s 100m dash in the 18th Asian Games 
2018 to win the country’s first medal in 20 years in this event.  

 Earlier, she was suspended by the IAAF in 2014 under its hyperandrogenism policy but she filed an 
appealed before the Court of Arbitration for Sports and won it.  

 Recently, under a revised rule of the IAAF, Dutee was left outside the purview of the hyperandrogenism 
policy which gave her liberty to pursue her career. 

  India’s last medal in this event was the bronze won by Rachita Mistry in 1998 Asian Games. 
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IIT-Kharagpur has recently conducted study on River Ganga that 
indicates that river is drying up in summers due to groundwater 
depletion 

 IIT-Kharagpur has recently conducted study on River Ganga that indicates that river is drying up in 
summers due to groundwater depletion.  

 The study, published recently in Scientific Reports magazine by Nature Publishing Group, used a 
combination of satellite images of groundwater levels of Ganga, numerical simulations and chemical 
analyses to draw the conclusion. The study asserted that the decline of groundwater inflow (base flow) is 
also impacting the health of the river. The study also observed that in the forthcoming summers, for the 
next 30 years, groundwater contribution to river Ganga will continue decreasing.  

 The trend can lead to disastrous effect on the riverine ecology and lead to food scarcity for 115 million 
people in the Ganga basin. Abhijit Mukherjee, associate professor of Geology in IIT-Kharapur, along with 
researchers Soumendra Nath Bhanja from Canada and Yoshihide Wada from IIASA Austria has conducted 
the study.  

 The research was carried out under IIT-KGP Science and Heritage Initiative (SANDHI) Initiative, which 
focuses on river systems and its relationship with settlement system. 

 
The Union Cabinet has recently approved umbrella scheme “O-SMART” 
of Ministry of Earth Sciences 

 On August 29, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has given its approval for the umbrella 
scheme “Ocean Services, Technology, Observations, Resources Modelling and Science (O-SMART)” of 
Ministry of Earth Sciences. The scheme with an overall cost of Rs. 1623 crore encompasses a total of 16 
sub-projects addressing ocean development activities such as Services, Technology, Resources, 
Observations and Science.  

 The services rendered under the O-SMART will provide economic benefits to a number of user 
communities in the coastal and ocean sectors, namely, fisheries, offshore industry, coastal states, Defence, 
Shipping, Ports etc.  

 This scheme also provides necessary scientific and technological background required for 
implementation of various aspects of Blue Economy. 

 
Manjit Singh and Jinson Johnson Indian sprinters has achieved a rare 
one-two in men’s 800m at the 2018 Jakarta Asian Games 

 On August 28, Manjit Singh clinched gold in the men’s 800 metres event at the 2018 Jakarta Asian Games, 
which was India’s first gold in the event since Charles Borromeo won in 1982 Asiad.  

 Beside this, Indian sprinter Jinson Johnson from Kerala also won the silver at the same event. With this, 
India achieved a rare one-two in men’s 800m at the Asian Games.  

 Manjit clocked 1:46.15 while Johnson clocked 1:46.35 to make it a memorable double for India. It was 
India’s only second one-two finish in 800m at the Games since Ranjit Singh and Kulwant Singh achieved 
the feat at the inaugural edition held in New Delhi in 1951. 

 

 
Google technological giant has launched Project Navlekha to help Indian 
vernacular news publishers to take their content online 

 At the 4th edition of Google for India event, Google has launched Project Navlekha to help Indian 
vernacular news publishers to take their content online. It does not require any technical know-how of 
web publishing and can be used by anyone.  

 Currently, the project has publishers from Delhi and its reach would soon be expanded across India. 
Navlekha, which means ‘a new way to write’ in Sanksrit, will allow 1.35 lakh Indian publishers to digitize 
their offline content by creating instant web pages using scanned documents or PDFs.  
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 The registered publishers on Navlekha will also be provided with free web hosting, along with a branded 
domain for 3 years. They’ll also have AdSense support to begin monetising their content. To be available 
initially in Hindi language, Google will not charge the publication for the publication tools and the domain 
name for the first 3 years. 

 
North Korea country to host the 2019 Asian Youth Weightlifting 
Championships 

North Korea will host the 2019 Asian Youth and Junior Weightlifting Championships in its capital Pyongyang 
from October 27. 
 
Ulka Mahajan has been conferred Praful Bidwai memorial award for 
2018 

 Ulka Mahajan, who is one of the three founders of Sarvahara Jan Andolan (SJA), has been conferred Praful 
Bidwai Memorial Award for 2018. The award was presented to Mahajan by social activist Medha Patkar.  

 It was instituted in the memory of journalist and social activist “Praful Bidwai” who died in Amsterdam in 
2015 and was committed to radical social transformation, justice for all and gender equality.  

 The award seeks to recognize the efforts of individuals and institutions that strive for similar ends. 
 

ISRO is planning to use GSLV Mk-III launch vehicle to send Gaganyan in 
space by 2022 

 The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has decided to launch `Gaganyaan — India’s first human 
spaceflight programme’ by 2022. The mission will aim to send a 3-member crew to space for a period of 5 
to 7 days.  

 The spacecraft will be placed in a low earth orbit of 300-400km and the total programme cost is expected 
to be less than Rs. 10,000 crores. The crew will be selected by the Indian Air Force and ISRO jointly after 
which they will undergo training for 2 to 3 years.  

 It is expected that the mission may be executed six months before India completes its 75th Independence 
Day with the help of GSLV Mk-III launch vehicle. 

 The objectives of the Mission are to inspire youth, increase science and technology levels in the country, 
improve industrial growth, develop technology for social benefits, etc.  

 The programme will make India the 4th nation in the world to launch a Human Spaceflight Mission. So 
far, only the USA, Russia and China have launched human spaceflight missions. 

 

August 29, the 2018 National Sports Day (NSD) was observed recently 

 The National Sports Day (NSD) is celebrated every year in India on August 29 to mark the birth 
anniversary of legendary hockey player Major Dhyan Chand, who was known as ‘The Wizard’ or ‘The 
Magician’ of hockey for his superb ball control. He won gold medals in Olympics for India in the years 
1928, 1934 and 1936.  

 He scored over 400 goals in his career, from 1926 to 1948. His autobiography “Goal!” was published by 
Sport & Pastime, Madras in 1952. The Government of India (GoI) awarded him the 3rd highest civilian 
honour of Padma Bhushan in 1956.  

 Beside this, the most noted memorial for him is the Major Dhyan Chand Award, which is the highest 
award for lifetime achievement in sports and games in India. It has been awarded annually from 2002 to 
sporting figures that not only contribute through their performance but also contribute to the sport after 
their retirement. 

 

K Vijay Raghavan is the head of the newly formed Prime Minister’s 
Science Technology and Innovation Council (PM-STIAC) 

 The Government of India (GoI) has constituted a 21-member committee to advise Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on policy matters related to science, technology and innovation. The committee, dubbed 
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as Prime Minister’s Science Technology and Innovation Council (PM-STIAC), will be headed by K Vijay 
Raghavan, the principal scientific adviser to the GoI.  

 It will facilitate the formulation and implementation of policies and decisions, provide action-oriented 
and future preparedness advise and assist in directing S&T to solve the socio economic problems in the 
country. It will also have a large focus on driving innovation in education, research, industry etc. 

 

Emmerson Mnangagwa was officially sworn-in as the new President of 
Zimbabwe 

 Emmerson Mnangagwa was officially sworn-in as the new President of Zimbabwe on August 26, after 
narrowly winning the 2018 Zimbabwean general election. It was the country’s first election since the 
ousting of strongman Robert Mugabe.  

 The President of Zimbabwe is the head of state of Zimbabwe, elected by direct universal suffrage using a 
two-round system. The President is also the head of government, as the office of Prime Minister was 
abolished in 1987. Zimbabwe is a landlocked country and its capital is Harare. 

 

India has signed $300 million agreement with World Bank International 
organisation for its Energy Efficiency Scale-Up Program 

 The Government of India (GoI) and the World Bank signed a $220 million Loan Agreement and a $80 
million Guarantee Agreement for the India Energy Efficiency Scale-Up Program. The program will be 
implemented by the Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL). It will help scale-up the deployment of 
energy saving measures in residential and public sectors.  

 The investments under the Program are expected to avoid lifetime greenhouse gas emissions of 170 
million tons of CO2, and contribute to avoiding an estimated 10 GW of additional generation capacity. The 
Program will help tackle the financing, awareness, technical and capacity barriers faced by new energy 
efficiency programmes and support the Unnat Jyoti by Affordable LEDs for All (UJALA) and Street 
Lighting National Program (SLNP) schemes.  

 The $220 million IBRD loan has a 5-year grace period & a maturity of 19 years while the $80 million IBRD 
guarantee will partially cover re-payment risks to commercial lenders or investors, to enable EESL to 
raise funds for its programme. 

 
Nepal country is host to the first-ever SAARC Agriculture Cooperative 
Business Forum 

 The first-ever SAARC Agriculture Cooperative Business Forum has started in Kathmandu, Nepal on 
August 29, 2018. It is co-organized by the UN’s Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and Asian 
Farmers’ Association (AFA) with the support from the International Fund for Agricultural Development 
(IFAD).  

 The aim of the forum is to bring together representatives both from the government and non-
governmental entities from the Member States of SAARC as well as from regional and international 
organizations.  

 The theme of 3-day Forum is the ‘Organizing and Strengthening Family Farmers’ Cooperatives to attain 
the Sustainable-Development-Goals-1 and 2 in South Asia. 

 

Swapna Barman has created history by becoming the first Indian 
heptathlete to win an Asian Games gold 

 Despite competing with a severe toothache, Swapna Barman from West Bengal clinched gold in the 
women’s heptathlon with 6026 points at the 18th Asian Games 2018 in Jakarta on August 29.  

 With this, she created history by becoming the first Indian heptathlete to win an Asian Games gold. 
Before Barman, only Bengal’s Soma Biswas and Karnataka’s JJ Shobha and Pramila Aiyappa had returned 
with a medal from the Asian Games.  

 Soma and Shobha had finished two-three at both Busan Asian Games (2002) and the Doha Games (2006), 
while Pramila had won a bronze at the 2010 Guangzhou edition. 



www.ambitiousbaba.com 

www.ambitiousbaba.com Page 16 
 

 
Ravi Shankar Prasad represented India at the G20 Digital Economy 
Ministerial Meeting 2018 

 In Argentina, the G20 Digital Economy Ministerial Meeting 2018 was held in Salta with theme ‘Building 
consensus for fair and sustainable development’ on August 23-24. It took place as part of Sherpa Track 
for 2018 G20 Leaders’ Summit, which is to be hosted by Argentina by end of 2018. India was represented 
by Union Minister for Electronics and IT & Law and Justice, Ravi Shankar Prasad. The G20 Ministerial 
meeting allowed India to showcase the inclusive use of digital technology by the Government to empower 
the people.  

 It also allowed India to articulate it’s views on global issues relating to cyber security, data protection and 
innovation for growth. The key issues of the meeting were future of work, infrastructure for 
development, and sustainable food future.  

 It concluded with the adaptation of declaration that reflects G20’s commitment towards promoting 
policies and actions that catalyze digital transformations. 

 

Arpinder Singh sportsperson has clinched India’s first men’s triple jump 
gold in 48 years at the 18th Asian Games 2018 

 Arpinder Singh from Punjab clinched India’s first men’s triple jump gold in 48 years, with a jump of 
16.77m in the 2018 Jakarta Asian Games on August 29.  

 With this, he became the 2nd Indian sportsperson to achieve this landmark. Before him, Mohinder Singh 
Gill won gold medal in triple jump event in 1970 Bangkok Asian games event. 

 
India has signed $375 million loan agreement with ADB International 
organisation to improve irrigation in Madhya Pradesh 

 The Government of India has signed a $375 million loan agreement with the Asian Development Bank 
(ADB) for Madhya Pradesh Irrigation Efficiency Improvement Project (MPIEIP). The aim of the pact is to 
double farming incomes in Madhya Pradesh by expanding irrigation networks and system efficiency. The 
project will focus on two large irrigation systems:  

 Kundalia irrigation project & Sanjay Sarovar Irrigation Project. It will develop 125,000 hectares of new, 
highly efficient and climate resilient irrigation networks, and improve water use efficiency in more than 
400 villages, which will benefit over 800,000 people across the state. The project will also help farmers to 
adopt micro-irrigated agriculture including high-value crops. 

 

Suresh Prabhu union minister is leading the Indian delegation for the 
6th RCEP Trade Ministers’ Meeting 2018 

 The 6th edition of RCEP Trade Ministers’ Meeting 2018 has started in Singapore on August 30, which 
consists of 10 ASEAN countries and six ASEAN FTA partners namely, India, China, Japan, Korea, Australia 
and New Zealand. In it, the Indian delegation is led by Suresh Prabhu, the Union Minister of Commerce & 
Industry and Civil Aviation.  

 The aim of 2-day meeting is to work towards a high quality, balanced and inclusive outcomes that take 
into consideration sensitivities and interests of member countries. The Ministers will deliberate on the 
current global economic situation and exchange views on promotion of rule-based multilateral trading 
system and its importance to the stability and effective functioning of the global economic order.  

 This will be followed by the 15th India-ASEAN Economic Ministers’ Meeting (AEM) which will take stock 
of the current level of trade and economic engagement between India and ASEAN. 

 
Ruchi Ghanashyam has been appointed India’s new High Commissioner 
to United Kingdom (UK) 

 Ruchi Ghanashyam, the 1982 batch IFS officer, has been appointed India’s new High Commissioner to 
United Kingdom (UK). She succeeded Y K Sinha.  
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 Prior to this post, she was the Secretary (West) in the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA). Ghanashyam 
was the first Indian woman diplomat to be posted in Islamabad when the harassment of Indian diplomats 
was routine. 

 
INS Sahyadr Indian Naval Ship is participating in the multilateral 
regional maritime engagement exercise “KAKADU 2018” 
 The 14th edition of multilateral regional maritime engagement exercise “KAKADU 2018” has started in 

Darwin, Australia from August 29 and will continue till September 15. It is hosted by the Royal Australian 
Navy (RAN) and supported by the Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF).  

 Indian Naval Ship ‘INS Sahyadri’, commanded by Captain Shantanu Jha, is participating in this edition of 
exercise. Indian Navy’s participation is a significant milestone in towards strengthening mutual 
confidence among regional navies and is expected to further bolster India’s contribution in ensuring 
peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific region.  

 The exercise KAKADU is held biennially in Darwin and the Northern Australian Exercise Areas (NAXA). 
Exercise KAKADU derives its name from Kakadu National Park, which is a protected area in the northern 
territory of Australia, 171 km south-east of Darwin. 

 

The World Bank will provide $250 million amount of loan facility to 
Rajasthan for improving the performance of its electricity distribution 
sector 
 The World Bank (WB) will provide a $250 million loan facility to Rajasthan for improving the 

performance of its electricity distribution sector under the 24×7 Power for All program. For this, an 
agreement was signed among the Government of India, the Government of Rajasthan and the World 
Bank.  

 The key areas that the programme will support include strengthening governance in the distribution 
sector by establishing annual performance MoUs between the DISCOMs and the State Government.  

 To address the concerns of affordability and access to electricity for the poor, the program also supports 
the Union Government’s Domestic Efficient Lighting Program (DELP), under which more than 15 million 
LED lamps have been distributed in the State. 
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