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Must Do Monthly Current Affairs (September Month 2018) 

4th BIMSTEC Summit held in Kathmandu, Nepal 
 The fourth Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 

Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) summit has been held in 
Kathmandu, capital of Nepal with the theme ‘Towards a Peaceful 
Prosperous, and Sustainable Bay of Bengal Region’. 

 India was represented by Prime Minsiter Narendra Modi. 
 BIMSTEC, headquartered in Dhaka, Bangladesh, is regional grouping 

of seven countries in South Asia and South East Asia lying in littoral 
and adjacent areas of Bay of Bengal constituting contiguous regional 
unity. 

 India, Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri Lanka from South Asia and 
Myanmar, Thailand from South East Asia are the member countries of 
BIMSTEC. 

 
India, Nepal sign MoU 

 India and Nepal have signed MoU to build strategic railway line 
connecting Raxaul city in Bihar, India to Kathmandu, capital of Nepal. 

 It has been signed after Prime Minister Narendra Modi held talks on 
all aspects of the bilateral ties with his Nepalese counterpart KP 
Sharma Oli on sidelines of 4th BIMSTEC Summit held in Nepal. 
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 It also comes in backdrop of recent Chinese linkages with Nepal as it 
took on building three highways to be completed by 2020. 

 
Nepal-Bharat Maitri Pashupati Dharamshala inaugurated in Kathmandu 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi along with Nepal PM K P Sharma Oli 
inaugurated 400-bed Nepal-Bharat Maitri Pashupati Dharamshala in 
Kathmandu, capital of Nepal. 

 It is rest house for pilgrims in Kathmandu, built with Indian 
assistance. 

 It is located on banks of Bagmati River. 
 It has provisions to meet the requirements of pilgrims including 

dining hall, kitchen, family rooms and multipurpose halls to meet the 
requirements of travellers and families on pilgrimage to 
Pashupatinath Temple. 

 Pashupatinath temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva (also known as Lord 
Pashupatinath, Nepal’s national deity). 

 It is one of the four most important religious sites in Asia for devotees 
of Shiva. 

 
India, Pakistan agree to undertake Indus Waters Treaty 

 India and Pakistan have agreed to undertake Indus Waters Treaty 
1960 mandated tours by their water commissioners in Indus basin on 
both sides to resolve issues on various hydroelectric projects in 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

 It has been decided in recently concluded high-level bilateral talks on 
Indus Waters Treaty in Lahore, Pakistan. 

 IWT is water-distribution treaty between India and Pakistan which 
was brokered by World Bank (then the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development). 

 It deals with sharing of water of Indus water system having six rivers 
— Beas, Ravi, Sutlej, Indus, Chenab and Jhelum between the two 
countries. 
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Department of Biotechnology inks MoU with IAE 
 Department of Biotechnology (DBT) under Union Ministry of Science 

and Technology signed MoU with International Energy Agency (IEA) 
for enhancing innovation for Clean Energy Transition. 

 It seeks to deepen co-operation in support of clean energy 
innovations to accelerate research, development, and demonstration 
(RD&D) of clean energy technologies in India. 

 It will also help support generation of data for policymaking and 
improve knowledge of good policy practices for innovation in India 
and around the world. 

 International Energy Agency (IEA), headquartered in Paris, France, is 
an inter-governmental organization established in 1974 as per 
framework of Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD). 

 Presently it has 30 member countries including India. 
 Its prime focus is on ‘3Es’ of effectual energy policy: energy security, 

economic development and environmental protection. 
 

Eight core industries output record 6.6% growth in Jul 2018 
 According to Index of Eight Core Industries released by Ministry of 

Commerce and Industry, eight core sectors grew by 6.6% in July 2018 
pushed by healthy output in coal, refinery products, cement and 
fertilizer sectors. 

 It had registered growth of 2.9% in Jul 2017. 
 The output of coal, refinery products, fertiliser and cement grew by 

9.7%, 12.3%, 1.3% and 10.8% respectively in Jul 2018. 
 However, growth rate in production of crude oil and natural gas 

recorded negative growth in July, 2018. 
 During April-July 2018 period of current fiscal, these eight sectors 

had grown by 5.8% as against 2.6% in the year-ago period. 
 In Jun 2018, these core sectors had showed growth of 7.6%, highest 

core sector growth since March 2017. 
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India opens Zokhawthar immigration check-post in Mizoram 
 India has opened Zokhawthar land immigration check-post in 

Mizoram along border with Myanmar. 
 It designated as authorised immigration centre for entry into and exit 

from India with valid travel documents for all passengers to or from 
Myanmar. 

 Zokhawthar will be second immigration check-post in Mizoram along 
Myanmar border after Zorinpui check-post in Lawngtlai district 
which was opened in Sept 2017. 

 India shares 1,643 km-long border with Myanmar which touches 
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram. 

 It is fifth largest after Bangladesh (4,096.7 km), China (3,488 km), 
Pakistan (3,323 km) and Nepal (1,751km). 

 
INS Sahyadri reaches Port Darwin in Australia 

 Indian Naval Ship Sahyadri reached Port of Darwin, Australia to 
participate in multilateral regional maritime exercise KAKADU 2018 
conducted by Australia. 

 The ship was earlier deployed in South China Sea and Pacific Ocean 
for over four months and had represented Indian Navy in 
multinational exercises MALABAR 18 at Guam and RIMPAC 18 at 
Hawaii. 

 Exercise KAKADU is premier multilateral regional maritime 
engagement hosted by Royal Australian Navy (RAN) and supported 
by Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF). 

 Exercise KAKADU derives its name from Kakadu National Park, which 
is  protected area in the northern territory of Australia and located 
171 km south-east of Darwin. 
 
Dr B.K. Misra named for 2018 Dr B.C. Roy National Award 

 Mumbai-based eminent neurosurgeon Dr B.K. Misra named for 
prestigious Dr B.C. Roy National Award for year 2018 as Eminent 
Medical Person of the Year. 
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 It is highest medical honour of India and will be bestowed upon him 
by President Ram Nath Kovind in Jul 01 , 2019 on the occasion of 
National Doctors Day. 

 BC Roy Award is the highest recognition for medical practitioners in 
India. 

 It was instituted by Medical Council of India (MCI) in 1976 in memory 
of renowned physician and former West Bengal Chief Minister Dr 
Bidhan Chandra Roy. 

 The award is bestowed annually six categories viz. statesmanship of 
the Highest Order in India, eminent medical person, medical man-
cum-statesman, eminent person in philosophy, eminent person in 
arts and eminent person in Science. 
 

Sunil Mehta elected as new Chairman of Indian Bank’s Association for 
2018-19 

 Punjab National Bank (PNB’s) managing director and chief executive, 
Sunil Mehta has been elected as new chairman of Indian Banks 
Association (IBA) for year 2018-19. 

 Bank of India’s managing director and chief executive Dina Bandhu 
Mohapatra elected as the deputy chairman. 

 Madhav Nair, country head and chief executive, Mashreqbank PSC, 
was elected as Honorary Secretary of IBA for 2018-19, State Bank of 
India’s chairman, Rajnish Kumar, and Federal Bank’s managing 
director, Shyam Srinivasan, will continue as deputy chairmen of IBA. 

 Indian Bank’s Association (IBA), headquartered in Mumbai, is an 
association of Indian banks and financial institutions. 

 
Mauritius remains top source of FDI into India in 2017-18 

 According to the data reported by Reserve Bank of India (RBI), 
Mauritius was top source of foreign direct investment (FDI) into India 
in 2017-18 followed by Singapore. 
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 The total FDI in FY 18 stood at $37.36 billion in financial year which 
was marginal rise over $36.31 billion recorded in the previous fiscal 
2016-17. 

 FDI from Mauritius was $13.41 billion in 2017-18 as against $13.38 
billion in previous year. 

 FDI inflows from Singapore rose to $9.27 billion from $6.52 billion. 
 FDI from Netherlands has declined marginally to $2.67 billion as 

against $3.23 billion. 
 FDI in financial services too saw rise to $4.07 billion from $3.73 

billion in the previous year. 
 FDI in manufacturing sector witnessed substantial decline to $7.06 

billion, as against $11.97 billion a year earlier. 
 FDI in 
 communication services had rose to $8.8 billion in 2017-18 from 

$ $5.8 billion. 
 These sectors accounted for more than 50% of total FDI of $37.36 

billion in 2017-18 reflects global interest in new areas, including 
online marketplaces and financial technologies. 

 
Govt inaugurates Krishna Kutir 

 The Union Ministry of Women and Child Development had 
inaugurated widows’ home ‘Krishna Kutir’ at Vrindavan in Mathura, 
Uttar Pradesh. 

 Krishna Kutir is special home for 1000 widows set under Swadhar 
Greh scheme and is the largest ever facility of its kind created by 
government organization. 

 It was constructed to mitigate the plight of widows living in pathetic 
condition in Vrindavan. 

 The construction of Krishna Kutir was funded by Central Govt and 
will be managed by UP Govt. 

 Swadhar Greh Scheme 
 is implemented by Union Ministry of Women and Child Development. 
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 It aims to ensure economic and social security to women in distress 
or victims of difficult circumstances who are in need of institutional 
support for rehabilitation so that they could lead their life with 
dignity. 

 
4th BIMSTEC summit concludes with adaptation of Kathmandu 

Declaration 
 The 4th BIMSTEC Summit concluded in Kathmandu with signing and 

adoption of Kathmandu Declaration by all the seven members (India, 
Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Thailand). 

 After conclusion of summit, current chair of BIMSTEC, Nepal PM KP 
Sharma Oli also handed over Chairmanship of next (fifth) BIMSTEC 
Summit to Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena. 

 Foreign ministers of BIMSTEC member countries had signed 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on establishment of BIMSTEC 
Grid Interconnection. 

 Kathmandu Declaration aims to enhance effectiveness of BIMSTEC 
Secretariat by engaging it in various technical and economic activities 
in the region. 

 
Indian Railways signed MoU with GAIL India Ltd 

 Indian Railways has recently signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) with GAIL India Ltd for use of environment-
friendly fuel ‘Natural Gas’ in Railway workshops and production units 
in New Delhi. 

 It aims to replace Industrial gases like Dissolved Acetylene, LPG, 
Bharat Metal Cutting Gas (BMCG) and Furnace Oil / High Speed Diesel 
(HSD) oil with Natural Gas. 

 The use of natural gas has a potential to replace fuel worth Rs 70 
crore per annum. 

 It will pave the way for supply of Natural Gas to Railway workshops, 
integral coach factories, loco workshops, DEMU sheds, etc. located 
along the existing and upcoming pipeline networks of GAIL. 
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GoI and the World Bank signed a $220 million Loan Agreement 
 The Govt of India (GoI) and the World Bank signed a $220 million 

Loan Agreement and a $80 million Guarantee Agreement for the India 
Energy Efficiency Scale-Up Program. 

 It will be implemented by the Energy Efficiency Services Limited 
(EESL). 

 It will help scale-up the deployment of energy saving measures in 
residential and public sectors. 

 It will help tackle the financing, awareness, technical and capacity 
barriers faced by new energy efficiency programmes and support the 
Unnat Jyoti by Affordable LEDs for All (UJALA) and Street Lighting 
National Program (SLNP) schemes. 

 
Madhya Pradesh govt organizes an interactive programme ‘Mil -Banche’ 

 The Madhya Pradesh govt has organized an interactive programme 
‘Mil -Banche’ in govt schools of state. 

 It is a first of its kind initiative which is being organized for multi-
dimensional development of children through language skill up-
gradation, reading other books in addition to textbooks, developing 
interest in understanding and other co-curricular activities. 

 Volunteers will read out one chapter of any book from either the 
school library or the Hindi textbook during the programme. 

 
ITI Limited partners with startups to boost manufacturing of ICT, IoT 

and Defence Technology 
 ITI Limited has signed agreements with leading startups and original 

equipment manufacturers (OEMs) covering manufacturing of wide 
range of ICT-IOT (Information and communications technology- 
Internet of Things) based solutions. 

 The agreements were signed on the sidelines of the first edition of 
ITI’s two-day ‘ICT & IoT Startup Tech Expo’ in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 
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 The agreements with leading startups and OEMs covers 
manufacturing of civil and military advanced radar systems, 
advanced edge router systems, data storage and networking 
solutions, next generation 5G technology products, digital security 
solutions, advanced metering solutions and wi-fi products 
and solutions. 

 It will help to promote effective platform for startups to convert their 
innovative ideas into marketable products and services. 

 It will also help ITI diversify its’ manufacturing capabilities in 
partnership with startups, thereby supporting sustainable 
turnaround of ITI. 

 
MOVE Cyclathon organized by NITI Aayog 

 National Institution for Transforming India (NITI) Aayog flagged off 
cycle rally MOVE Cyclathon to spread message of clean mobility to the 
Indian public and promote cleaner, accessible modes of transport. 

 The cyclathon has been held in run up to MOVE: Global Mobility 
Summit in New Delhi. 

 It was aimed at promoting cycling for healthier life & less polluting 
city and spread message of a shared, connected, and zero-emission 
mobility in the country. 

 It was organized as part of ‘Mobility Week’ which will see 17 events 
in seven days from 31 Aug to 6 Sept 2018. 

 MOVE: Global Mobility Summit is the first of its kind summit to be 
organized by NITI Aayog, in collaboration with various ministries and 
industry partners to promote new cleaner, accessible modes of 
transport. 

 
Idea Cellular and Vodafone completes merger 

 The merger of Idea Cellular and Vodafone India has been completed 
after it was cleared by National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT). 

 This merger has created India’s biggest telecom service provider. 
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 The merged entity is named Vodafone Idea Ltd and dislodges current 
market leader Bharti Airtel from top position, by its sheer size and 
scale. 

 New board has been constituted for merged entity with 12 directors 
(including six independent directors) and Kumar Mangalam Birla as 
its Chairman. 

 The combined entity will have nearly 443 million customers 
surpassing Bharti Airtel’s 344 million users. 

 It will have all-India revenue market share of 32.2% and take numero 
uno slot in nine telecom circles. 

 It will have broadband network of 3.4 lakh sites and distribution 
network with 17 lakh retail outlets. 

 It will allow merged entity to offer superior voice and broadband 
connectivity across the country, covering 92% of the population and 
reaching nearly 5,00,000 towns and villages. 

 
Census 2021 for first time to collect data on OBCs 

 The Union Home Ministry announced that Census 2021 for the first 
time in independent India will collect data on Other Backwards 
Castes (OBCs). 

 This comes more than 25 years after implementation of 27% 
reservation for OBCs based on Mandal Commission’s 
recommendations on basis of last castes data collected in 1931 
census. 

 The decision was taken in meeting the roadmap for undertaking the 
Census in 2021 chaired by Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh. 

 This census data on OBCs will play an important role in such a sub-
categorisation. 

 
Kerala ropes in KPMG as consultant 

 Kerala Govt has decided to appoint KPMG as project consultant 
partner for rebuilding state ravaged by recent massive floods. 
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 Beisdes, Tata Project Ltd was entrusted with task of reconstructing 
roads, buildings and bridges destroyed in rain fury at Pamba, the 
foothills of famous Lord Ayyappa shrine in Sabarimala. 

 State Govt also has decided to raise funds from foreign countries 
where Kerala expatriates live in large numbers. 

 It will deploy minister and necessary officials for mobilising 
funds from countries such as UAE, Oman, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar, Kuwait, Singapore, Malaysia, Australia, New Zealand, UK, 
Germany, USA and Canada. 

 
Google launches Project Navlekha 

 At the 4th edition of Google for India event, Google has launched 
Project Navlekha to help Indian vernacular news publishers to take 
their content online. 

 It does not require any technical know-how of web publishing and 
can be used by anyone. 

 Navlekha, which means ‘a new way to write’ in Sanksrit, will allow 
1.35 lakh Indian publishers to digitize their offline content by 
creating instant web pages using scanned documents or PDFs. 

 The registered publishers on Navlekha will also be provided with free 
web hosting, along with a branded domain for 3 years. 

 
First cross-sea bridge in the Maldives inaugurated 

 China’s flagship infrastructure project in Maldives, China-Maldives 
Friendship Bridge was opened for traffic. 

 It is first cross-sea bridge to be built in Maldives. 
 It is considered as iconic project of China and Maldives cooperation 

towards building 21st Century Maritime Silk Road. 
 China-Maldives Friendship Bridge is 2.2 km long bridge and has four 

vehicle lanes and two pedestrian lanes. 
 It connects Maldives capital city Male and neighbouring Hulhule 

island where island country’s main international airport is located. 
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ISRO decided to launch `Gaganyaan — India’s first human spaceflight 
programme’ by 2022 

 The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has decided to launch 
‘Gaganyaan — India’s first human spaceflight programme’ by 2022. 

 The mission will aim to send a 3-member crew to space for a period 
of 5 to 7 days. 

 The spacecraft will be placed in a low earth orbit of 300-400km and 
the total programme cost is expected to be less than Rs. 10,000 
crores. 

 The crew will be selected by the Indian Air Force and ISRO jointly 
after which they will undergo training for 2 to 3 years. 

 It is expected that the mission may be executed six months before 
India completes its 75th Independence Day with the help of GSLV Mk-
III launch vehicle. 

 The programme will make India the 4th nation in the world to launch 
a Human Spaceflight Mission. 

 So far, only the USA, Russia and China have launched human 
spaceflight missions. 

 
Ulka Mahajan conferred Praful Bidwai Memorial Award 

 Ulka Mahajan, who is one of the three founders of Sarvahara Jan 
Andolan (SJA), has been conferred Praful Bidwai Memorial Award for 
2018. 

 The award was presented to Mahajan by social activist Medha Patkar. 
 It was instituted in the memory of journalist and social activist ‘Praful 

Bidwai’ who died in Amsterdam in 2015 and was committed to 
radical social transformation, justice for all and gender equality. 

 
Sept 02: World Coconut Day 

 The World Coconut Day (WCD) is observed every year on Sept 02 to 
enhance coconut farming with focus on productivity and product 
diversification. 

 2018 theme : ‘Coconut for Good Health, Wealth & Wellnessis’. 
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 The day is also celebrated to commemorate the formation day of 
Asian Pacific Coconut Community (APCC). 

 In India, the day is celebrated every year under the aegis of Coconut 
Development Board (CDB) in various coconut growing states across 
the country. 

 APCC is an inter-governmental organisation of 18 member countries 
mandated to promote, coordinate and harmonize coconut 
developmental activities of the Asian Pacific region to achieve 
maximum economic development. 

 India is one of the founder members of APCC. 
 India stands first in global coconut production and productivity with 

total annual coconut production of India is 2437.80 crore and the 
productivity is 11616 coconuts per hectare. 

 
National Nutrition Month being celebrated 

 The National Nutrition Month (Rashtriya Poshan Maah) is being 
celebrated across the country in Sept 2018 to mark fight against 
malnutrition. 

 Union Ministry of Women and Child Development are spearheading 
various programmes during this month to spread broad awareness 
on issues related to malnutrition like stunting, under-nutrition, 
anaemia and low birth weight in children. 

 The National Nutrition Month will focus on adolescent girls, pregnant 
women and lactating mothers to eliminate the deficiencies prevailing 
in the Health sector. 

 Ministry of Women and Child Development is working on eight 
focused themes like optimal breast feeding, growth monitoring, food 
fortification and girls’ education, hygiene and sanitation, diet and 
marriage at right age etc. to achieve improvement in nutritional 
status of children, adolescent girls, pregnant women and lactating 
mothers. 

 
4th International Ayurveda Congress held in Leiden, Netherlands 
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 The fourth International Ayurveda Congress (IAvC) was held in 
Leiden, Netherlands from Sept 1 to 2, 2018. 

 It was inaugurated by Minister of State, (IC), for AYUSH Shripad Yesso 
Naik. 

 The Congress was jointly organized by International Maharishi 
Ayurveda Foundation, Netherlands; All India Ayurvedic Congress, 
New Delhi and International Academy of Ayurveda, Pune in 
association with Indian Embassy in Netherlands. 

 
6th East Asia Summit and 15th India-ASEAN Economic Ministers Meeting 

held in Singapore 
 The 6th East Asia Summit-Economic Ministers’ Meeting (EAS-EMM) 

and 15th India-ASEAN Economic Ministers’ Meeting (AEM) was held 
in Singapore. 

 Singapore is currently holding the Chair of Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

 6th EAS-EMM was attended by Economic Ministers from 10 ASEAN 
countries and their 8 dialogue partners – Australia, China, India, 
Japan, Republic of Korea, New Zealand, Russia and United State. 

 
Asia Index Pvt Ltd launches index 

           Asia Index Pvt Ltd has launched S&P BSE Private Banks Index to 
measure the        performance of private banks. 

 Asia Index Pvt Ltd is a joint venture between S&P Dow Jones Indices 
and BSE Ltd. 

 S&P BSE Private Banks Index is designed to provide market 
participants with transparent and rules-based benchmark that 
measures performance of private banks listed in India. 

 The index will be calculated in Indian Rupees and US Dollar in real-
time by BSE, Asia’s oldest exchange. 

 
Govt launches Coffee Connect app and KrishiTharanga project 
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 Union Ministry of Commerce & Industry has launched Coffee 
Connect-India coffee field force app and Coffee KrishiTharanga – 
digital mobile extension services project for coffee stakeholders. 

 These initiatives were developed by Coffee Board of India for the 
overall technological advancement of the coffee sector and value 
chain. 

 India is 6th largest coffee producer in the world with 4% share after 
Brazil, Vietnam, Colombia, Indonesia and Ethiopia. 

 Coffee Connect mobile app has been developed to ease the work of 
field functionaries and to improve the work efficiency. 

 Coffee KrishiTharanga Project is IVR based digital mobile extension 
service jointly developed by Coffee Board and Precision Agriculture 
for Development India Foundation (PADIF). 

 
Health Ministry releases draft charter of Patients’ Rights 

 Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare released draft Charter of 
Patients’ Rights prepared by National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC). 

 Ministry plans to implement the Charter of Patients’ Rights through 
State governments for provision of proper health care by clinical 
establishments. 

 It is expected to act as guidance document for Union Govt and State 
Govts to formulate concrete mechanisms so that Patients’ Rights are 
given adequate protection and operational mechanisms are set up to 
make these rights functional and enforceable by law. 

 
Health Ministry releases draft rules for e-pharmacies 

 Union Health Ministry released draft rules on sale of drugs by e-
pharmacies to regulate online sale of medicines across India. 

 These rules also have been proposed to ensure accessibility and 
availability of genuine drugs to the people across India from 
authentic online portals. 
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 It is mandatory for online pharmacies to register under Central Drugs 
Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO) and obtain trade licence 
applicable across India from any state government. 

 E-pharmacies only need to take one licence in any state. 
 

Govt receives Rs. 3,000 crore from MNCs that have entered into APAs 
 Union Govt has received Rs. 3,000 crore of additional tax from MNCs 

that have entered into advance pricing agreements (APAs) with it 
over last five years and also has eliminated big source of tax litigation. 

 It was revealed in recently released annual report on advance pricing 
agreements (APAs) with it over last five years and also has eliminated 
big source of tax litigation. 

 It was revealed in recently released annual report on advance pricing 
agreements (APAs) for FY18 by Central Board of Direct Taxes 
(CBDT). 

 219 APAs signed by CBDT has resulted in MNCs accepting extra 
income of Rs 10,000 crore, translating into tax of Rs 3,000 crore. 

 Advance Pricing Agreement are primarily aimed at avoiding transfer 
pricing disputes arising from cross-border transactions undertaken 
by MNCs. 

 
China pledges $60 billion of financial assistance to Africa 

 China pledged $60 billion of financial assistance to Africa bolster 
industry, counter hunger, and enhance security in the continent. 

 It has been announced by Chinese President Xi Jinping in his 
inaugural address at third Forum on China-Africa Cooperation 
(FOCAC) held in Beijing. 

 China will also help to set up additional economic and trade 
cooperation zones to promote industrialisation in Africa. 

 It will also support Africa to achieve general food security by 2030. 
 For financing, China will nudge African countries to tap new 

multilateral lenders such as Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 
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(AIIB), New Development Bank (NDB) of emerging economies as well 
as Silk Road Fund marshalled by China. 

 Out of $60 billion offered, China will disburse $15 billion as aid, 
interest-free loans and concessional loans, $20 billion as credit line, 
channel $10 billion into special fund for China-Africa development 
and $5 billion special fund will be set up only for African imports. 

 FOCAC is an official forum between China and all states in Africa 
(except Eswatini). 

 It was started as Ministerial Conference in 2000 in Beijing and since 
then it is held triennially in China and Africa alternatively. 

 
Govt approves Jharkhand Govt’s proposal to rename Nagar Untari town 

as Banshidhar Nagar 
 Union Ministry of Home Affairs has cleared proposal of Jharkhand 

Govt to rename Nagar Untari town and railway station as Banshidhar 
Nagar, after Banshidhar Temple, which is dedicated to Krishna in 
Garhwa district of state. 

 It has granted No-Objection Certificate (NOC) to Jharkhand Govt after 
there were no adverse reports from Intelligence Bureau, Geological 
Survey of India (GSI), Department of Post, Ministry of Earth Sciences 
and Ministry of Railways for renaming Nagar Untari town and railway 
station as Banshidhar Nagar. 

 
NITI Aayog expert group urges plan to save springs in Himalayas 
 NITI Aayog has constituted group of experts has submitted report 

titled ‘Inventory and Revival of Springs in the Himalayas for Water 
Security.’ 

 It has mentioned that nearly 30% of springs crucial to water security 
of people are drying and 50% have reported reduced discharge. 

 It has urged government to set up dedicated mission to salvage and 
revive spring water systems in Himalayan States, given their vital 
importance as source of water for both drinking and irrigation for the 
region’s inhabitants. 



 

Facebook Page Facebook Group Telegram Group 

 

 
w w w . a m b i t i o u s b a b a . c o m  

 

Page 18 

 
Puducherry bags top position in National Clean School Award given by 

HRD Ministry 
 Union Territory of Puducherry bagged top position in National Clean 

School Award after seven schools from Puducherry were awarded for 
cleanliness. 

 As many as 52 schools from across the country were b 
 

Sept 05: International Day of Charity 
 The International Day of Charity (IDC) is observed every year on Sept 

05 to raise awareness and provide a common platform for charity 
related activities all over the world for individuals, charitable, 
philanthropic and volunteer organizations for their own purposes on 
the local, national, regional and international level. 

 The day also recognizes the efforts of charitable organizations and 
individuals. 

 The date was chosen by United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in 
order to commemorate the anniversary of the passing away of 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta, who received the Nobel Peace Prize in 
1979 for work undertaken in the struggle to overcome poverty and 
distress, which also constitute a threat to peace. 

 
International Women Entrepreneurs Summit 2018 held in Kathmandu 

 International Women Entrepreneurs Summit 2018, inaugurated by 
Vice President of Nepal Nanda Bahadur Pun held in Kathmandu, 
capital of Nepal from Sept 3 to 5, 2018 with the theme ‘Equality 
begins with Economic Empowerment’. 

 It was organised by the South Asian Women Development Forum. 
 SAWDF is an autonomous, nonprofit organization based in 

Kathmandu, Nepal. 
 It was granted the status of SAARC Recognized Body by 36th Session 

of SAARC Council Ministers at 18th SAARC Summit held in 
Kathmandu in 2014. 
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RBI introduces Internal Ombudsman (IO) scheme 2018 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has introduced Internal Ombudsman 
(IO) scheme 2018 to tighten internal grievance redressal system at 
Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs). 

 RBI has given statutory powers to Internal Ombudsman (IO) under 
section 35 A of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949. 

 The central bank has tightened the selection and operating procedure 
for IO in banks and made it mandatory for lenders with more than 10 
branches (excluding Regional Rural Banks) to have an independent 
authority to review complaints that were partially or wholly rejected 
by the respective banks. 

 An ombudsman is a person officially charged with investigating and 
addressing public complaints or violation of rights. 

 The tenure of the IO cannot be more than 5 years and it is not open to 
reappointment. 

 An IO also cannot be removed without consent from the RBI. 
 

3rd ASEM Conference on Global Ageing and Human Rights of Older 
Persons held in Seoul 

 
Rights of Older Persons’, organised by South Korea and National 
Human Rights Commission of Korea, held in Seoul, capital of South 
Korea. 

 The 3-day Conference was attended by International Institutions 
including United Nations, Regional Institutions such as UNESCAP, 
UNECE, European Union (EU), ASEAN, GANHRI and also International 
NGOs, Experts etc. 

 Indian delegation was led by Union Minister of Social Justice and 
Empowerment Thaawarchand Gehlot. 

 Asia-Europe Meeting Summit (ASEM) is informal process of dialogue 
and cooperation that brings 53 entities – including 51 countries 
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(including India) from Asia and Europe and two regional bodies 
European Union (EU) and ASEAN. 

 
India, Bulgaria sign MoUs 

 India and Bulgaria signed four MoUs in fields of Civil Nuclear 
cooperation, investment, Tourism and establishment of Hindi chair at 
Sofia University. 

 These agreements were signed after President Ramnath Kovind and 
his Bulgarian counterpart Rumen Radev held talks in Sofia, capital of 
Bulgaria. 

 President Ram Nath Kovind visited Bulgaria on the second leg of his 
three-nation visit (Cyprus, Bulgaria and Czech Republic) to Europe to 
continue India’s high-level engagements with the European countries. 

 He was fifth Indian President to visit Bulgaria and first in 15 years. 
 

Govt launches National Mission on Govt eMarketplace 
 Union Ministry of Commerce & Industry launched National Mission 

on Govt eMarketplace (GeM) for increasing awareness and 
accelerating use of GeM by major central Ministries, State Govts and 
their agencies. 

 It provides online, end to end solution for procurement of commonly 
used goods and services for all Central Govt Departments and State 
Govts, Public Sector Units and affiliated bodies. 

 It aims to promote inclusiveness, transparency and efficiency in 
public procurement and achieve cashless, contactless and paperless 
transaction. 

 It will help to increase overall efficiency and lead to cost saving on 
govt expenditure in procurement. 

 
2018 Maralal International Camel Derby event held at Maralal town in 

Kenya 
 The 2018 edition of Maralal International Camel Derby event held at 

Maralal town in Kenya. 
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 It is Kenya’s best known and most prestigious camel race that attracts 
both local and international competitors. 

 The event is a major draw for spectators as well as racers. 
 

Rajasthan govt decides to provide free mobile phones to women of BPL 
families 

 The Rajasthan govt has decided to provide free mobile phones to 
women of Below Poverty Line (BPL) families under the Bhamashah 
Yojana to boost Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s flagship ‘Digital 
India’ campaign. 

 It aims to transfer financial and non-financial benefits of government 
schemes in a transparent manner. 

 The state govt will also provide free Wifi facilities to as many as 5,000 
gram panchayats to ensure that the state is well connected with the 
outside world. 

 This programme commenced on Sept 1 and will end on Sept 30. 
 

International Aviation Summit 2018  held in New Delhi 
 The International Aviation Summit 2018 held in New Delhi, which 

was jointly organized by the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA), the 
Airports Authority India (AAI) and International Air Transport 
Association (IATA). 

 It commemorates the approaching milestone of 50-straight months of 
double digit domestic growth for Indian aviation. 

 Civil Aviation minister Suresh Prabhu revealed that the Civil Aviation 
Ministry is coming up with Vision 2035 under which it plans to build 
100 new airports across India in the next 10-15 years with an 
investment of $60 billion and address the major issues concerning 
aviation industry such as airport infrastructure, taxation and use of 
technology. 

 
Govt extends Atal Pension Yojana indefinitely 
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 Union Cabinet decided to indefinitely extended Atal Pension Scheme, 
which had lapsed in Aug 2018. 

 It also has broadened its scope by keeping it open-ended. 
 The extension was given by taking into consideration of mass 

participation. 
 Earlier, people of age 18 to 60 years were entitled to enroll in this 

scheme. 
 But now it has been relaxed further to 65 years, taking into 

consideration rise in average age-expectancy. 
 Atal Pension Yojana (APY) is a social security scheme that aims to 

provide affordable universal access to essential social security 
protection to unorganized work force of country, which constitute 
more than 85% of the workforce. 

 It had replaced earlier govt-backed pension Swavalamban scheme 
targeted at the unorganised sector. 

 It was launched in June 2015. 
 

 
Tourism Ministry sanctions Rs. 80.37 crore for developing cruise 

tourism in Kerala 
 Ministry of Tourism has sanctioned Malanad Malabar Cruise Tourism 

Project under Swadesh Darshan Scheme for development of rural 
circuit in Kerala. 

 Under this project, Ministry will be developing three cruises with 
budget of Rs. 80.37 crores. 

 Three approved cruise are Malabari Cuisine and Culinary Cruise 
(Muthappan Cruise), Valapattanam River- Theyyam Cruise 
and Mangrove Cruise. 

 The project will be focusing on development of water-based thematic 
cruise experiences in and around Valapattanam and Kuppam Rivers 
of Kannur District to tap potential of water tourism of Kerala. 
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New Ganga clean-up law proposes setting up Ganga Protection Corps, 
prison terms and fines 

 Union Ministry of Water Resources, River Development & Ganga 
Rejuvenation prepared draft Bill which proposes setting up armed 
Ganga Protection Corps (GPC) to arrest any person who has 
committed offence of polluting River Ganga punishable under this 
law. 

 The Bill calls for National Ganga Council and National Ganga 
Rejuvenation Authority to enforce law and protect Ganga River. 

 The draft Bill envisages GPC as armed force constituted and 
maintained by Central government. 

 The draft Bill proposes imprisonment for 2 years or fine of Rs 2 lakh 
or both for commercial fishing or aqua culture activities in Ganga and 
any of its tributaries. 

 Similarly, it provides two-year imprisonment or fine up to Rs 50 lakh 
or both for construction of permanent structure for 
residential, commercial and residential purposes in active flood plain 
area of Ganga River. 

 It proposes 5 year prison term or fine of Rs. 50,000 per day or both 
for person or municipal authority which establishes or takes any 
steps to set up any industrial or residential or commercial premises 
or structure near Ganga which may result in discharge of any sewage 
or trade effluent into river. 

 
GM mustard DMH-11 trials may get nod for field-trials 

 Union Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change 
(MoEFCC) will convene special meeting of Genetic Engineering 
Appraisal Committee (GEAC) to decide on field-trial approvals for 
transgenic mustard DMH-11 developed by University of Delhi’s 
Centre for Genetic Manipulation of Crop Plants (CGMCP). 

 CGMCP had earlier applied to grow transgenic mustard (DMH-11) in 
plots in Delhi and Punjab to test plant’s effects on honeybees after 
GEAC had initially cleared GM crop for commercial cultivation. 
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 DMH (Dhara Mustard Hybrid)-11 is genetically modified variety of 
Herbicide Tolerant (HT) mustard. 

 It was developed by team of scientists from Delhi University’s CGMCP 
led by former Vice-Chancellor Deepak Pental under Government 
sponsored project. It was created by using ‘barnase/barstar’ 
technology for genetic modification by adding genes from soil 
bacterium that makes mustard self-pollinating plant. 

 It contains three genes viz. Bar gene, Barnase and Barstar sourced 
from soil bacterium. 

 The bar gene had made plant resistant to herbicide named Basta. 
 

MSME approves proposal by KVIC 
 The Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSME) 

approved a proposal by the Khadi and Village Industries Commission 
(KVIC) to increase the wages of artisans by over 36%, from Rs 5.50 
per hank previously to Rs 7.50 per hank. 

 The proposal for an increase in wages to khadi spinners along with 
payment of government subsidy — Modified Market Development 
Assistance (MMDA) — has been approved with effect from Aug 15, 
2018. 

 Under the MMDA programme, 30% of the prime cost is paid to the 
khadi institutions as production subsidy. 

 Of this 30%, 40% goes to artisans as wage incentives and the 
remaining 60% goes to the khadi institutions. 

 The wage incentives are paid by KVIC directly to the accounts of the 
artisans through direct benefit transfer. 

 As a result, if an artisan makes 20 hanks in a day — he will get Rs 150 
per day as wage at the rate of Rs 7.50 per hank, plus incentives 
including MMDA, which would be approximately 35% on Rs 150, that 
is Rs 52. 

 
Cyient JV bags Indian Army order 
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 Cyient Solutions & Systems Pvt. Ltd bagged order from Indian Army 
to supply SpyLite mini UAV (unmanned aerial vehicle) systems for 
high altitude aerial surveillance. 

 Cyient Solutions & Systems Pvt. Ltd is joint venture between IT firm 
Cyient and BlueBird Aero Systems of Israel. 

 SpyLite is an advanced, combat-proven, electric fully autonomous 
mini unmanned aerial system. 

 It is optimized to offer covert, extended range real-time visual 
intelligence. 

 It has capability to deliver enhanced reliability even in severe 
weather conditions, assuring long endurance and high operational 
availability. 

 
India and Cyprus signed two agreements 

 India and Cyprus signed two agreements on combating money 
laundering and cooperation in the field of environment in the 
presence of President Ram Nath Kovind and his Cypriot counterpart 
Nicos Anastasiades in Nicosia. 

 Both the countries also agreed for the revision in the Double Taxation 
Avoidance Agreement (DTAA) made in 2016 to further enhance 
investment partnership to grow by strengthening the institutional 
framework to facilitate investment cross flows. 

 Beside this, Cyprus also reaffirmed its support to India for its 
membership of the Nuclear Supplier’s Group (NSG) and UN Security 
Council (UNSC). 

 He is in Cyprus on the first leg of his three-nation visit to Europe to 
continue India’s high-level engagements with European countries. 

 
India-US two-plus-two dialogue held in New Delhi 

 The first round of the ‘two-plus-two dialogue’ between India and the 
US held in New Delhi on Sept 6. 
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 External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and Defence Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman hold talks with their counterparts US Secretary 
of State Michael R Pompeo and Defence Secretary James N Mattis. 

 Both sides discussed the long-pending Communications, 
Compatibility, Security Agreement ‘COMCASA’. 

 It will help India obtain critical and encrypted defence technologies 
for Indian defence platforms from the US. 
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BEL bags contract to supply 7 long range surface-to-air missile systems 
to Indian Navy 

 State-run Bharat Electronics Ltd (BEL) bagged order worth Rs. 9,200 
crore for supply of seven Long Range Surface-to-Air Missile (LRSAM) 
systems to Indian Navy. 

 It has entered into a contract with Mazagon Dock Limited (MDL) and 
Garden Reach Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE). 

 The LRSAM will be fitted onboard seven ships to be built by these two 
shipbuilders. 

 This was highest-ever single value order bagged by BEL. 
 This contract has pushed order book of BEL beyond Rs 50,000 crore 

for the first time in single financial year. 
 Long Range Surface-to-Air Missile (LRSAM) has long-range 

engagement capability to penetrate deep water and land to intercept 
all types of aerial targets like subsonic and supersonic missiles, 
fighter aircraft, maritime patrolling aircraft (MPA), helicopter and sea 
skimming missiles. 

 Indian Navy has decided to equip its all naval ships such as INS 
Kolkata, INS Kochi, and INS Chennai guided missile destroyers with 
Barak 8 LRSAM for air and missile defense. 

 
India to participate in international students’ test after 9 year Boycott 

 Union Ministry of Human Resource Development (HRD) has officially 
decided to participate in Programme for International Student 
Assessment (PISA) after gap of nine years. 

 It will send team of officers to Paris to negotiate India’s terms of 
participation in PISA 2021. 

 Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) is 
assessment test for 15-year-olds, organised every three years by 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation Development (OECD), Paris, 
France. 
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 It was started in 2000 with about 43 states participating, and its 
latest edition in 2015 saw participation from 73 countries including 
China and Vietnam. 

 
Cabinet approves establishment and operationalization of permanent 

campus of seven new IIMs 
 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

approved establishment and operationalization of permanent campus 
of seven new Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs). 

 These IIMs will be established at Amritsar (Punjab), Bodh Gaya 
(Bihar), Nagpur (Maharashtra), Sambalpur (Odisha), Sirmaur 
(Himachal Pradesh), Vishakhapatnam (Andhra Pradesh) and Jammu. 

 These IIMs were established in the year 2015-16/2016-17 and are 
presently functioning from transit campuses. 

 Each of these IIMs will construct area of 60384 Sqm, which will have 
complete infrastructural facilities for 600 students. 

 The construction of permanent campus of these IIMs will be 
completed by Jun, 2021. 

 
 

Indian Kho Kho team participates at the First International Kho Kho 
Championship 

 Indian Kho Kho team for the first time participated at the First 
International Kho Kho Championship in England with financial 
support from the Govt of India (GoI). 

 This comes after Union Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports 
(I/C) Col Rajyavardhan Rathore approved the participation. 

 Financial support for participation of the Kho Kho team in an 
International event has been approved for the first time in relaxation 
of extant guidelines of the Ministry which, inter-alia, lay down that 
sports disciplines like Kho Kho, which are categorised as ‘Others’, will 
not be eligible for financial support for participation in International 
sporting events. 
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Kyaw Hla Aung announces to donate his $1 million award money 

towards humanitarian relief work among Rohingya refugees 
 Aurora Prize Laureate Kyaw Hla Aung, a noted lawyer and activist 

from Myanmar, has announced to donate his $1 million award money 
towards humanitarian relief work among Rohingya refugees. 

 He was given the 2018 award for his fight against injustice and 
advocating on behalf of the Rohingya people. 

 The money will be distributed among three international 
organisations — Medicins Sans Frontieres (MSF), the International 
Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC) and MERCY Malaysia — who 
are providing medical aid and assistance to Rohingya refugees across 
South East Asia. 

 
Indian ocean-wide tsunami mock exercise (drill) ‘IOWave18’ 

 The major Indian ocean-wide tsunami mock exercise (drill) 
‘IOWave18’ started from Sept 4, which is being organized by the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO. 

 It aims to increase tsunami preparedness, evaluate response 
capabilities in each state and improve coordination throughout the 
region. 

 It will also enhance tsunami preparedness at the community level. 
 The IOWave18 exercise will simulate Indian Ocean countries being 

put in a tsunami warning situation and require the National Tsunami 
Warning Centre (NTWC), i.e., INCOIS in case of India, and the National 
and Local Disaster Management Offices (NDMO/LDMO) to implement 
their Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs). 

 
Indian Air Force successfully carries first-ever mid-air refuelling of LCA 

Tejas 
 Indian Air Force (IAF) has successfully carried out first ever midair 

refuelling of indigenously developed light combat aircraft (LCA) 
Tejas. 
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 The midair refuelling test conducted involved dry linkup, meaning no 
fuel was actually transferred between IAF Il-78 tanker and Tejas 
fighter jet through its air-to-air refuelling probe. 

 Russian-built IL-78 MKI tanker was launched from IAF’s base in Agra 
while LCA Tejas fighter was launched from Gwalior. 

 LCA Tejas is lightweight single-seat multi-role jet fighter, powered by 
single engine. 

 
Google launches new search engine for scientific community 

 Search engine giant Google launched Dataset Search, a new search 
engine for scientific community that will help them make sense of 
millions of datasets present online. 

 It will also help scientists, data journalists and geeks to find data 
required for their work and their stories or simply to satisfy their 
intellectual curiosity. 

 The new search engine will work like Google Scholar, which is 
company’s popular search engine for academic studies and reports. 

 It will help to find datasets wherever they’re hosted, whether it is 
publisher’s site, digital library or an author’s personal web page. 

 It will have twin benefits of creating data sharing ecosystem that will 
encourage data publishers to follow best practices for data storage 
and publication and give scientists way to show impact of their work 
through citation of datasets that they have produced. 

 
Japan to conduct world’s first test of space elevator 

 Japanese researchers from Shizuoka University will conduct world’s 
first experiment to test small prototype of space elevator in space by 
using two mini satellites. 

 The test equipment will be launched by Japan’s space agency on 
board of H-2B rocket from southern island of Tanegashima. 

 Two ultra-small cubic satellites developed by Shizuoka University 
Faculty of Engineering will be used for demonstration of space 
elevator technology. 
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 Each satellite measures 10 centimeters each side. 
 The pair of satellites will be released from International Space Station 

(ISS) and container acting like elevator car will be moved on cable 
connecting satellites using motor. 

 
UAE announces to launch Mars Mission ‘HOPE’ 

 The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has announced to launch Mars 
Mission ‘HOPE’, which is expected to be launched by 2020. 

 It will become the first mission to Mars by any Arab or Muslim 
country. 

 It aims to enrich the capabilities of Emirati engineers and to increase 
human knowledge about the Martian atmosphere. 

 The Hope probe will study the atmospheric layers of Mars in detail 
and will provide data to study the causes of the corrosion of its 
surface that has made it impossible for water to exist on the planet. 

 The project will also provide insights about the weather on the Red 
Planet. 

 
34 per cent of Indians insufficiently active 

 According to recent study published in Lancet Global Health journal, 
at least 34% of India’s population is insufficiently active. 

 The levels of insufficient activity were higher among women at 48%, 
while prevalence was 22 % among men. 

 The study was undertaken by researchers from World Health 
Organisation (WHO). 

 Globally, more than 1.4 billion adults are at risk of diseases from not 
doing enough physical activity as around one in three women (32%) 
and one in four men (23%) do not do enough physical activity to stay 
healthy. 

 Levels of insufficient physical activity are more than twice as high in 
high income countries compared with low income countries. 
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 The highest rates of insufficient activity in 2016 were found in adults 
in Kuwait, American Samoa, Saudi Arabia and Iraq, where more than 
half of all adults were insufficiently active. 

 Comparatively, around 40% of adults in United States, 36% in UK and 
14% in China were insufficiently active. 

 India was ranked 52nd (with 1 being the most inactive, and 168 being 
the most active) among 168 countries. 

 
Defence and Homeland Security Expo and Conference held in New Delhi 

 Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated 3-day Defence & 
Homeland Security Expo and Conference – 2018 in New Delhi. 

 It was jointly organised by PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
in association with Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSME). 

 It aimed to enable nation become self-reliant in Home Land Security 
(HLS) and defence sector there by making India stronger economy. 

 
India and Sri Lanka conducts joint naval exercise at Trincomalee 
 India, Sri Lanka joint naval exercise SLINEX-2018 held at 

Trincomalee, Sri Lanka. 
 SLINEX exercise started in 2005 was previously held once in two 

years and now it has been converted to annual event this year 
onwards. 

 The exercise was conducted in two phases, namely Harbour and Sea 
Phase. 

 These exercises involved joint training, exchange of expertise, 
helicopter and maritime patrol aircraft operations, search and rescue, 
and maneuvers at sea. 

 
Dr Poonam Khetrapal Singh re-elected as Regional Director of WHO’s 

South-East Asian Region 
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 Dr. Poonam Khetrapal Singh was unanimously re-elected as World 
Health Organization (WHO) Regional Director for South-East Asia for 
another five-year term beginning Feb 2019. 

 She was reelected by 11 member states of the Region during elections 
held at ongoing Regional Committee meeting of WHO South-East Asia. 

 With this, India has retained top WHO position in South-East Asia 
Region. 

 
Om Prakash Mitharwal clinched first gold in the 50m pistol event at 

2018 ISSF 
 Indian Shooter Om Prakash Mitharwal clinched his first gold in the 

50m pistol event at the 2018 International Shooting Sport Federation 
(ISSF) World Championships in Changwon, South Korea. 

 He, who won bronze in the 10m air pistol and the 50m pistol events 
of the 2018 Commonwealth Games in Gold Coast, shot a score of 564 
to finish on top at ISSF Championships. 

 
India to host first-ever official FIBA 3×3 World Tour Masters 2018 
 India will host its first-ever official FIBA 3×3 World Tour Masters 

2018 in Hyderabad, which is scheduled to be held from Sept 22. 
 It is one of the most prestigious basketball tournaments in the world. 
 The Hyderabad Masters will see participation from the leading 

international 3×3 teams and top two Indian 3BL teams – Delhi 3BL & 
Bangalore 3BL. 

 Hyderabad Masters is the 7th stage of the FIBA 3×3 World Tour and 
is the first time an international 3×3 basketball tournament is being 
played in India. 

 
Anjum Moudgil and Apurvi Chandela secure quota for 2020 Tokyo 

Olympics 
 Anjum Moudgil and Apurvi Chandela has become the first set of 

Indian shooters to secure quota places for the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. 
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 Moudgil finished 2nd on the podium and won a silver in the women’s 
10m air rifle event of the ISSF’s World Championship 2018 in 
Changwon, South Korea. 

 Chandela finished 4th in the same event. 
 

Sept 08: International Literacy Day 
 The International Literacy Day (ILD) is celebrated every year on Sept 

08 to highlight the importance of literacy to individuals, communities 
and societies. 

 2018 theme: ‘Literacy and skills development.’ 
 The theme explores and highlights integrated approaches that 

simultaneously can support the development of literacy and skills, to 
ultimately improve people’s life and work and contribute to equitable 
and sustainable societies. 

 
Govt doubles monetary limit for filing cases in DRT 

 The Union Finance Ministry doubled pecuniary limit to Rs. 20 lakh 
from Rs.10 lakh for filing loan recovery application in Debt Recovery 
Tribunals (DRT) by banks and financial institutions. 

 It means that bank or financial institution or consortium of banks or 
financial institutions cannot approach DRTs if pecuniary limit amount 
due is less than Rs 20 lakh. 

 It aimed at helping reduce pendency of cases in DRTs. 
 Banks and financial institutions’ recovery of dues (loans) takes place 

on ongoing basis through legal mechanisms, which inter-alia includes 
Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and 
Enforcement of Security Interest (SARFAESI) Act, 2002; Recovery of 
Debts to Banks and Financial Institution (DRT) Act, 1993 and Lok 
Adalats. 

 Debt Recovery Tribunals (DRT) were first set up under Recovery of 
Debts Due to Banks and Financial Institutions Act 1993, also known 
as DRT Act. 
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 Under existing norms, DRT is supposed to dispose of matter referred 
to it within 180 days of receipt of application and appeal can be filed 
against DRT order with Debt Recovery Appellate Tribunals (DRATs). 

 
MGISC-2018 to be held in New Delhi 

 The Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention (MGISC-
2018), organized by the Union Ministry of Drinking Water and 
Sanitation, will be held in New Delhi from Sept 29 to mark the 
beginning of the 150th birth anniversary celebrations of Mahatma 
Gandhi. 

 It will be a 4-day international conference that will bring together 
Sanitation Ministers and other leaders in WASH (water, sanitation 
and hygiene) from around the world. 

 The Convention aims to share sanitation success stories and lessons 
from the participating countries. 

 It will culminate on Oct 2nd, Gandhi Jayanti, which is also celebrated 
as the Swachh Bharat Diwas. 

 
India, France ink agreement to collaborate for Gaganyaan mission 
 India and France signed agreement to collaborate for ISRO’s first 

human space mission Gaganyaan to be launched in 2022. 
 The announcement was made at sixth edition of Bengaluru Space 

Expo (touted to be largest space conference in Asia and held in 
Bengaluru). 

 Under this agreement, ISRO and French space agency CNES will form 
working group to exchange expertise in fields of astronaut life 
support, radiation protection, space debris protection and personal 
hygiene systems among others. 

 Gaganyaan Mission will be India’s first manned space mission. 
 Under it, India is planning to send three humans (Gaganyatris) into 

space by 2022 for period of five to seven days. 
 

India and France sign implementation agreement on Mobilise Your City 
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 India and France signed implementation agreement on Mobilise Your 
City (MYC) to support three pilot cities – Nagpur, Kochi and 
Ahmedabad for reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions related 
to urban transport. 

 It has been signed between Union Ministry of Housing and Urban 
Affairs and Agence Française de Développement (AfD). 

 MYC aims at supporting three pilot cities viz. Nagpur (Maharashtra), 
Kochi (Kerala) and Ahmedabad (Gujarat) in their efforts to reduce 
their Green House Gas (GHG) emissions related to urban transport by 
implementing urban mobility plans at local level and to help India at 
national level to improve their sustainable transport policy. 

 MYC is global and inclusive network of cities and countries as well as 
umbrella brand of European development cooperation particularly 
related to field of sustainable urban transport. 

 
India, Czech Republic sign five agreements 

 India and Czech Republic have signed five agreements on defence, 
scientific and industrial research, laser technology, agriculture and 
diplomatic visa waiver. 

 These agreements were signed after delegation-level talks between 
Indian President Ram Nath Kovind and Czech Republic counterpart 
Milos Zeman in Prague, capital of Czech Republic. 

 President Kovind visited Czech Republic on final leg of his state visit 
to three European nations – Cyprus, Bulgaria and Czech Republic. 

 Cooperation between India’s Council for Scientific and 
Industrial Research (CSIR) and Czech Academy of Sciences 

 Work plan to support Indo-Czech projects in diverse areas of 
science and technology 

 Visa waiver agreement for diplomatic passport holders 
 Cooperation in laser technology between Tata Institute of 

Fundamental Research (TIFR) and ELI Beamlines 
 Cooperation between Haryana Agricultural University and 

Czech University of Life Sciences 
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ONGC discovers oil, gas reserves in Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal 
 State-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corp (ONGC) has made oil and gas 

discoveries in Madhya Pradesh and West Bengal that may potentially 
open up two new sedimentary basins in country. 

 They are category-III basins, having hydrocarbon and are considered 
geologically prospective for exploration. 

 In Madhya Pradesh, the gas deposits were discovered in block in 
Vindhyan basin. 

 In West Bengal, Oil and gas was discovered in well in Ashok Nagar of 
24 Parganas district. 

 India has 26 sedimentary basins, of which only seven category-I 
basins have commercial production of oil and gas. 

 
6th International Geriatric Orthopaedic Society of India Conference 

2018 held in New Delhi 
 The 6th International Geriatric Orthopaedic Society of India 

Conference 2018 has been inaugurated by Union Home Minister Shri 
Rajnath Singh at the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in 
New Delhi with the theme ‘Increased Longevity with Reduced 
Fragility and Enhanced Mobility’. 

 It aims to spread awareness about the health needs of the ageing 
population and to bring together everyone involved in geriatric 
orthopaedic care under one roof to interact and arrive at consensus 
on best practices. 

 
87th Izmir International tradeshow 2018 held in Turkey 

 Turkey hosted the 87th Izmir International tradeshow 2018 in Izmir 
from Sept 7th to 11th, in which India is the Partner Country. 

 India will also launch a mega business pavilion ‘Source India’ to 
increase India’s exports to Turkey and other neighbouring countries. 
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 Owing to India’s participation as Focus Country status, India’s 
National Anthem will be played and the National Flag displayed on 
the screens put up in the show. 

 
Temasek inks agreement to invest $400 million in NIIF Master Fund 

 Singapore-based global investment firm Temasek signed agreement 
to invest up to Rs 2,750 crore ($400 million) in National Investment 
and Infrastructure Fund’s (NIIF) Master Fund. 

 NIIF Master Fund is now one of largest infrastructure funds in India 
which invests in core infrastructure sectors in India with focus on 
energy, transportation and urban infrastructure. 

 Temasek will join Government of India (GoI), Abu Dhabi Investment 
Authority (ADIA), HDFC Group, ICICI Bank, Kotak Mahindra Life 
Insurance and Axis Bank as investor in NIIF’s Master Fund and as 
shareholder in National Investment and Infrastructure Limited 
(NIIFTL), investment management company of NIIF. 

 With this agreement, NIIF now has agreements totalling almost Rs. 
10,000 crore, with ADIA having committed to invest up to $1 billion 
(about Rs 6,500 crore) and domestic financial institutions, about Rs. 
500 crore. 

 
Defence & Homeland Security Expo & Conference started in New Delhi 

 Defence & Homeland Security Expo and Conference – 2018 held in 
New Delhi to enable nation become self-reliant in Home Land 
Security (HLS) & defence sector. 

 It is being organized for the first time to make leading policy makers 
and luminaries from diverse defence segments take part with special 
focus on MSMEs in defense production and procurement. 

 It was inaugurated by Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh, which was 
organized by PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry in association 
with Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME). 

 The expo is cutting across various industries vis-a-vis surveillance, 
cyber security, bulletproof jackets, robots, drones, hi-tech equipment 
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including livelihood items, research and development and police 
modernization. 

 
India, US annual combat exercise to be held in Uttarakhand 

 India and United States are going to conduct their annual combat 
exercise “Yudh Abhyas” at Chaubatia in Uttarakhand from Sept 16 to 
29, 2018. 

 The exercise will be held soon after both countries hold their 
inaugural top-level ‘2+2’ dialogue in New Delhi. 

 It will be fourteenth edition of exercise in Yudh Abhyas series which 
was started in 2004 under US Army Pacific Partnership Program. 

 
Delta Force celebrates its 25th Raising Day on Sept 06 

 The Delta Force has celebrated its 25th Raising Day on Sept 06 in the 
memory of those who sacrificed their lives in the line of duty. 

 It is the counter insurgency force of the Indian Army that has been 
instrumental in eliminating terrorism from the Chenab Valley and 
ushering peace in the region. 

 Till date, the Force has been honoured with 1,380 Gallantry Awards 
including one Ashok Chakra, five Kirti Chakras and 46 Shaurya 
Chakras. 

 
Pakistan could become world’s 5th largest nuclear weapons state 
 According to the recent report, Pakistan could become world’s 5th 

largest nuclear weapons state after Russia, United States, France and 
China in terms of possession of total nuclear warheads. 

 Pakistan currently has 140 to 150 nuclear warheads and its stockpile 
is expected to increase to 220 to 250 by 2025 (surpassing United 
Kingdom) if its current proliferation trend continues. 

 The current estimate of 140 to 150 nuclear weapons with Pakistan 
exceeds projection made by US Defense Intelligence Agency in 1999 
that Pakistan would have 60 to 80 warheads by 2020. 
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Indian movie ‘Gold’ becomes the first Bollywood film ever to release in 

Saudi Arabia 
 Indian movie ‘Gold’ has created history by becoming the first 

Bollywood film ever to release in Saudi Arabia. 
 The Reema Kagti-directed sports film ‘Gold’ is a fictional re-telling of 

India’s iconic win at the 1948 London Olympics. 
 It stars Akshay Kumar, Mouni Roy, Kunal Kapoor, Vineet Kumar 

Singh, Amit Sadh, and Sunny Kaushal. 
 This film is only the second movie after Rajnikanth’s social drama 

‘Kala’ to hit the theatres in the Gulf country. 
 

Satrughna Pandav to be honoured with ‘Sarala Puraskar’ award 
 Noted Odia poet Satrughna Pandav will be honoured with the 

prestigious 39th edition of the ‘Sarala Puraskar’ award 2018 for his 
poetry collection ‘Misra Dhrupad’. 

 The award, which carries a cash prize of Rs 5,00,000 and a citation, 
will be presented to Pandav on Oct 26. 

 
Dr. Bibek Debroy conferred ‘Honoris Causa’ 

 Dr. Bibek Debroy, an Indian economist, indologist and author, has 
been conferred ‘Honoris Causa’ by the University of Engineering & 
Management (UEM) in Kolkata, West Bengal. 

 He is currently serving as the Chairman of the Economic Advisory 
Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM). 

 He is also the Member of the NITI Aayog, the think tank of 
Government of India (GoI). 

 
Justice Ranjan Gogoi to become 46th Chief Justice of India 

 Justice Ranjan Gogoi, the son of former Assam chief minister Keshab 
Chandra Gogoi, will become the 46th Chief Justice of India (CJI), after 
the current CJI Dipak Misra retires on Oct 02. 

 He will have tenure of 13 months – till Nov 17, 2019. 
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 As per convention, the senior-most judge of the Supreme Court has to 
be appointed as the next CJI. 

 Therefore, once the recommendation by CJI Misra is approved, Justice 
Gogoi will become the first CJI from North-Eastern states. 

 
Akshay Kumar becomes the first Honorary Ambassador of Lal Bahadur 

Shastri Memorial Foundation 
 The National Award-winning actor, Akshay Kumar has been made the 

first Honorary Ambassador of the Lal Bahadur Shastri Memorial 
Foundation. 

 It is the social organisation founded by the family of India’s second 
Prime Minister, Lal Bahadur Shastri. 

 
Mary Kom appointed Brand Ambassador of BSNL 

 Olympic bronze medalist Mary Kom has been appointed the new 
Brand Ambassador of state-run telecom firm Bharat Sanchar Nigam 
Ltd (BSNL) for two years. 

 The two-year contract will see boxer Mary Kom endorse as well as 
engage in various promotional events organized by BSNL for its 
different telecom services. 

 Beside this, BSNL has also signed pact with Indian Army to provide 
various telecom services like PRIs, basic telephone, and leased 
circuits, among others on a pan India basis for a period of 3 years. 

 
India Blue wins 2017-18 Duleep Trophy 

 India Blue has won 2017-18 Duleep Trophy by defeating defending 
champion India Red by an innings and 187 runs in the final match 
played at NPR College ground in Dindigul, Tamil Nadu. 

 Himachal Pradesh batsman Nikhil Gangta was named man of match 
for his superb knock of 130. 

 Duleep Trophy is a domestic first-class cricket tournament played 
between teams representing geographical zones of India. 

 It is named after Kumar Shri Duleepsinhji of Nawanagar. 
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World Hindu Congress 2018 held in Chicago 

 The World Hindu Congress (WHC-2018) has been held Chicago, 
United States with the theme ‘Sumantrite Suvikrante’ — ‘think 
collectively, achieve valiantly’. 

 It was organized to commemorate 125 years of Swami Vivekananda’s 
historic Chicago address on Sept 11, 1893. 

 It was second edition of World Hindu Congress and was attended by 
Vice President Venkaiah Naidu. 

 It is global platform for Hindus to connect, share ideas, inspire one 
another, and impact the common good. 

 It offers Hindus opportunity to introspect towards improvement and 
tap into collective resources to seek tangible solutions to most 
pressing issues of our age. 

 The inaugural WHC was held in Nov 2014 in New Delhi with theme 
‘Sangachchhadhwam Samvadadhwam’ which means ‘Step together, 
Express together’. 

 
4th World Summit on Accreditation held in New Delhi 

 The World Summit on Accreditation (WOSA-2018), inaugurated by 
Union Minister for Human Resource Development (HRD) Prakash 
Javadekar, held New Delhi. 

 It was organized by National Board of Accreditation (NBA). 
 The theme of the summit is ‘Challenges and Opportunities in Outcome 

Based Accreditation’. 
 The Summit facilitated exchange of information on various challenges 

being faced during transition between input-output based 
accreditation to outcome based accreditation. 

 
Govt of India (GoI) constitutes Bimal Jalan committee 

 The Govt of India (GoI) has constituted a committee, headed by 
former Reserve Bank of India governor Bimal Jalan, to select the next 
Chief Economic Advisor (CEA). 
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 Apart from Jalan, secretary of the department of personnel and 
training C Chandramouli and economic affairs secretary Subhash 
Chandra Garg will be members of the panel which will vet the 
applications received and conduct the interviews. 

 Recently, Arvind Subramanian resigned from CEA post before his 
tenure ends in May 2019 citing personal reasons. 

 
Regional Conference on Good Governance started in Bhopal 

 The Regional Conference on Good Governance with Focus on 
Aspirational Districts has been started in Bhopal. 

 The Conference is an effort to create a common platform to share 
experiences in the formulation and implementation of Best Practices 
in Citizen Centric Governance and improved Public Service Delivery 
through e-Governance, transparent, accountable and citizen-friendly 
effective administration. 

 It is organized by the Department of Administrative Reforms and 
Public Grievances (DAR&PG) in association with Government of 
Madhya Pradesh. 

 
12th Aero India 2019 to be held in Bengaluru 

 The 12th edition of Aero India 2019 is going to be held in Bengaluru, 
Karnataka from Feb 20 to 24. 

 The event will combine a major trade exhibition for the aerospace 
and defence industries with public air shows. 

 It will provide a unique opportunity for exchange of information, 
ideas and new developments in the aviation industry. 

 Besides giving fillip to the domestic aviation industry it would further 
the cause of Make in India. 

 
Bengaluru airport set to become first in Asia to use face recognition as 

boarding pass 
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 Kempegowda International Airport (KIA) in Bengaluru, capital of 
Karnataka is set to become first airport in Asia to introduce face 
recognition based passage system technology from 2019. 

 For this, Bengaluru International Airport Ltd. (BIAL), which operates 
KIA has signed agreement with Portuguese software firm Vision Box. 

 The face recognition based passage system will allow passengers to 
board flights and move across different sections of the airport using 
automatic biometric boarding procedure instead of manual boarding 
passes verification. 

 In this case, face will serve as boarding pass. 
 The first implementation milestone of this system at KIA will be 

completed in the first quarter of 2019, with Jet Airways, Air Asia and 
SpiceJet passengers as first users. 

 Face recognition based passage system will simplify journey of air 
passengers by making it paperless from registration to boarding. 

 
Odisha Assembly passes resolution for creation of Legislative Council 

 The Odisha State Assembly passed resolution seeking creation of 
Legislative Council (Vidhan Parishad or second house of legislature). 

 The resolution has been passed with as many as 104 of total 147 
legislators casting their votes in its favour. 

 The resolution now will be sent to Central Govt (Union cabinet) for 
approval, following which it will be tabled in both houses of the 
Parliament. 

 Thereafter, presidential assent is required to make it Act. India has 
bicameral system of legislature. 

 
Researchers from IISER Bhopal developed cheaper and more flexible 

organic solar cells 
 The researchers at the Indian Institute of Science Education and 

Research (IISER) Bhopal have developed cheaper and more flexible 
organic solar cells using a synthetic derivative of vitamin B12. 

 An organic solar cell is made up of acceptor and donor materials. 
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 The donor absorbs light from solar radiation and the harvested 
energy is passed to the electrodes with the help of the acceptor. 

 The researchers synthesized the donor using an artificial aromatic 
chemical (corrole) which has a similar structure to the corrin ring in 
vitamin B12. 

 The artificially synthesised corrole (Cor-BODIPY) absorbs light much 
like porphyrin in natural chlorophyll. Currently, corroles are used as 
sensors, catalysts and in biomedical imaging. 

 This is the first study wherein a corrole has been utilised for a bulk 
heterojunction solar cell as a donor material. 

 
Nepal refuses to participate in first BIMSTEC joint military exercise 

 Nepal refused to participate in inaugural joint military exercise of Bay 
of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic 
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) countries scheduled to be held in Pune, 
Maharashtra. 

 Nepal’s withdrawal comes in wake of stringent criticism from ruling 
and opposition parties in the country. 

 It also goes against country’s history of following policy of keeping 
equal distance from its neighbours, without ever being part of a 
regional bloc militarily. 

 The first BIMSTEC field training exercise will be conducted at Foreign 
Training Node at Aundh in Pune, Maharashtra from Sept 10 and 16, 
2018. 

 Armies of BIMSTEC members including India, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sri 
Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand and Nepal were to participate in it. 

 
Bogibeel Bridge over the Brahmaputra River in Assam 

 The Bogibeel Bridge is a combined road and rail bridge over the 
Brahmaputra River in Assam, which is expected to complete at the 
end of 2018. 

 It is sited about 17 km downstream of Dibrugarh town. 
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 The 4.94km bridge will facilitate road and rail connectivity between 
the north and south banks of the Brahmaputra in the eastern part of 
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh. 

 The bridge is 32m above the water level of the Brahmaputra and is 
fashioned on a bridge that links Sweden and Denmark. 

 It has three lane roads on top and double line rail below. 
 Upon completion, Bogibeel will be the longest rail-cum-road bridge in 

India and 2nd longest bridge over the Brahmaputra after Dhola-
Sadiya Bridge which is a road bridge of length 9.15 km. 

 
Snow leopard spotted in Lippa-Asra wildlife sanctuary in Himachal 

Pradesh 
 Snow leopard has been spotted at height of about 4,000 metres in 

Lippa-Asra wildlife sanctuary in Kinnaur district of Himachal 
Pradesh. 

 This findings have ascertained that snow leopards are inhabiting new 
areas. 

 Snow leopard (Panthera uncial) is large cat native to mountain ranges 
of Central and South Asia- including Himalayas, and Russia’s remote 
Altai mountains. 

 It inhabits in alpine and subalpine zones at elevations from 3,000 to 
4,500 m. 

 In India, it is found in states of Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, Sikkim, and Arunachal Pradesh. 

 
Nehal Chudasama crowned Yamaha Fascino Miss Diva – Miss Universe 

India 2018 
 Nehal Chudasama from Mumbai has been crowned the Yamaha 

Fascino Miss Diva – Miss Universe India 2018 at a grand finale event 
in Mumbai. 

 Now, she will represent at the 67th Miss Universe 2018 pageant, 
which is scheduled to be held in Bangkok, Thailand on Dec 16 2018. 
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 Aditi Hundia from Jaipur was crowned as Miss Diva – Supranational 
2018 and Roshni Sheoran was crowned as Runner-up. 

 
Hima Das appointed as Sports Ambassador of Assam 

 India’s ace sprinter Hima Das has been appointed as Sports 
Ambassador of Assam to inspire budding players of northeastern 
state to aim big and young generation to take up sports seriously. 

 
2018 US Open 

 Men’s singles title: Former world number one Novak Djokovic from 
Serbia won 2018 US Open title of tennis in men’s singles category by 
defeating Argentina’s Juan Martín del Potro (world no 3). 

 It was Djokovic’s third US Open title and overall 14th Grand Slam 
title. 

 Further, he became seventh man to win US Open singles title at least 
thrice in the Open Era. 

 Women’s singles title: It was won by Japan’s Naomi Osaka by 
defeating Serena Williams of US by score of 6-2, 6-4 in the finals. 

 Men’s Double title: It was won by US pair of Mike Bryan and Jack 
Sock. They defeated Łukasz Kubot (Poland) and Marcelo Melo (Brazil) 
by 6–3, 6–1 scrore. 

 Women’s Doubles title: It was won by Ashleigh Barty (Australia) 
and CoCo Vandeweghe (US) by defeating Tímea Babos (Hungary) and 
Kristina Mladenovic (France) pair by 3–6, 7–6(7–2), 7–6(8–6). 

 Mixed Doubles title: It was won by Jamie Murray (UK) and Bethanie 
Mattek-Sands (US) by defeating Alicja Rosolska (Poland) and Nikola 
Mektić (Croatia) pair by 2–6, 6–3, [11–9] score. 

 
Naomi Osaka becomes the first Japanese player to win a Grand Slam 

singles title 
 Naomi Osaka has become the first Japanese player to win a Grand 

Slam singles title. 
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 She lifted the women’s singles title of US Open 2018 by defeating 
Serena Williams of US in straight sets 6-2, 6-4. 

 
Arpinder Singh becomes the first Indian to win a medal in the IAAF 

Continental Cup 
 Triple jumper Arpinder Singh has created history by becoming the 

first Indian to win a medal in the IAAF Continental Cup as he clinched 
a bronze with a modest effort of 16.59m at Ostrava in Czech Republic. 

 He was representing the Asia-Pacific team in the meet, which held 
once every 4 years. 

 No Indian has ever won a medal in the Continental Cup, which was 
known as the IAAF World Cup before 2010 

 
Health Ministry notifies HIV and AIDS (Prevention and Control) Act, 

2017 
 Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare issued notification for 

bringing Human Immunodeficiency Virus and Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome (Prevention and Control) Act, 2017 in force 
from Sept 10, 2018. 

 The Act safeguards rights of people living with HIV and affected by 
HIV. 

 The Act seeks to prevent and control spread of HIV and AIDS, 
prohibits discrimination against persons with HIV and AIDS. 

 It lists various grounds on which discrimination against HIV positive 
persons and those living with them is prohibited. 

 It mentions that person between 12 to 18 years of age having 
sufficient maturity in understanding and managing affairs of his HIV 
or AIDS affected family will be competent to act as guardian of 
another sibling below 18 years of age. 

 
Infosys signed 3-year partnership with the Australian Open 

 Software major Infosys has signed a 3-year partnership with the 
Australian Open as its official digital innovation partner. 
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 The partnership is about creating new ways of experiencing the 
Australian Open. 

 Infosys will leverage its expertise in emerging technologies like Big 
Data and Analytics, Artificial Intelligence as well as Virtual and 
Augmented Reality, to provide unique, innovative and engaging 
experiences for fans. However, the financial details of the deal were, 
not disclosed. 

 Tennis Australia is the governing body of tennis in Australia, 
promoting and facilitating participation the sport at all levels, as well 
as conducting national and international tournaments and events. 

 
NITI Aayog, Intel and TIFR collaborate to set up Model International 

Center for Transformative AI 
 NITI Aayog, Intel, and Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) 

are collaborating to set up Model International Center for 
Transformative Artificial Intelligence (ICTAI) in Bengaluru, 
Karnataka. 

 This collaboration is part of NITI Aayog’s ‘National Strategy for 
Artificial Intelligence’ Discussion Paper that focuses on establishing 
ICTAI in the country through private sector collaboration. 

 The centre is aimed at solving major challenges in India with special 
focus on application-based AI research in healthcare, agriculture and 
smart mobility. 

 It will aid in Developing and deploying AI-led application-based 
research projects. 

 
Rail Sahyog web portal launches 

 Union Ministry of Railways launched Rail Sahyog web portal 
(www.railsahyog.in) to provide platform for Corporates and PSUs to 
fund creation of amenities at railway stations through Corporate 
Social Responsibility (CSR) funds. 

 It will allow companies to register their requests for contributing to 
create amenities at railway stations through their CSR funds. 

http://www.railsahyog.in/
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 It will provide opportunity for industry, companies, associations to 
collaborate with Indian Railways. 

 Fund utilized for creation of amenities will be beneficial 
for passengers and for neighbourhood of railway vicinity. 

 
 

India, Bangladesh jointly inaugurate three projects 
 India, Bangladesh jointly inaugurated three projects related to power 

supply rehabilitation of existing railway section. 
 These projects were jointly inaugurated Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi and Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina through video 
conference. 

 These projects were Rehabilitation of Kulaura-Shahbazpur section of 
Bangladesh Railways, 500 MW additional power supply from India to 
Bangladesh and Akhaura–Agartala Rail Link. 

 
Rajasthan govt to hold convention on preserving heritage properties & 

promoting heritage tourism in Bharatpur 
 The Rajasthan govet has decided to hold convention on preserving 

heritage properties & promoting heritage tourism in Bharatpur. 
 It was organised by the Indian Heritage Hotels Association (IHHA). 
 The convention on ‘Revitalising India as a Heritage Destination’ 

witnesses national and international experts speak on preservation of 
heritage buildings, museums and promoting lesser-known 
destinations. 

 It will also bring to the forefront ‘battlefield tourism’, which aims to 
recreate the grand battles of Rajasthan. 

 
2018 Global Summit on Climate Action held at San Francisco 

 The 2018 Global Summit on Climate Action held at San Francisco in 
California, United States. 
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 The summit is a platform that brings together several decision 
makers and officials, as well as people, from around the world to 
discuss proposals for future action on climate change. 

 It will serve as a starting point for broader and more effective global 
commitments, to reduce the impacts of climate change and achieve 
the objectives of the Paris Agreement. 

 It will also promote climate action in five key areas: Healthy Energy 
Systems, Inclusive Economic Growth, Sustainable Communities, Land 
and Ocean Stewardship and Transformative Climate Investments. 

 It will culminate in a call to action to nations to step up their ambition 
under the Paris Agreement, and cut emissions on a science-based 
trajectory that limits warming to well below 2 degrees Celsius. 

 
First wet mid-air refuelling of LCA Tejas successfully carried out using 

IL-78 MKI tanker 
 Indian Air Force (IAF) successfully carried out first ever mid-air 

refuelling of indigenously developed Light Combat Aircraft (LCA) 
Tejas MK-1 over Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh. 

 With this, India joins in elite group of countries which have 
successfully developed air-to-air refuelling system for military 
aircraft. 

 It was first wet mid-air refuelling of LCA Tejas (LSP8) carried out by 
transferring 1,900 kg of fuel from IAF’s Russian-origin Ilyushin-78 
(IL-78) tanker at altitude of 20,000 feet. 

 
First military exercise of BIMSTEC countries held in Pune 

 The first field training military exercise MILEX-18, as part of the Bay 
of Bengal initiative for multi-sectoral technical and economic 
cooperation (BIMSTEC) commenced at Foreign Training Node at 
Aundh in Pune, Maharashtra. 

 All members of BIMSTEC countries, except Thailand and Nepal will 
take active part in this exercise. 

 The theme of the exercise is counter-terrorism in semi-urban terrain. 
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 Its main aim is to promote strategic alignment among member-states 
and to share best practices in the area of counter-terrorism. 

 
India, Mongolia joint exercise held in Ulaanbaatar 

 India, Mongolia joint exercise Nomadic Elephant 2018 have been 
commenced at Mongolian Armed Forces (MAF) Five Hills Training 
Area in Ulaanbaatar (capital of Mongolia). 

 Nomadic Elephant is annual bilateral military exercise started in 
2006. 

 It is designed to strengthen partnership between Indian Army and 
Mongolian Armed Forces. 

 This year is thirteenth edition of exercise aimed at developing mutual 
understanding and respect between armies of both countries and 
facilitate in tackling the world wide phenomenon of terrorism. 

 
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan honoured with the Meryl Streep Award 
 Actress Aishwarya Rai Bachchan has been honoured with the Meryl 

Streep Award for Excellence at the first-ever Women in Film and 
Television (WIFT-2018) India Award in Washington, United States. 

 The award was established to honour the best female talent in 
Bollywood and Hollywood. 

 
Justice Mukul Mudgal to head Selection Committee to pick up 

Dronacharya and Dhyanchand Awardees 
 Justice Mukul Mudgal has been named Chairman of 11-member 

selection committee to pick this year’s Dronacharya and Dhyanchand 
awardees given as part of National Sports Awards ceremony. 

 These awards will be presented at National Sports Awards ceremony 
scheduled to be held on Sept 25, 2018. 

 Dhyanchand award is bestowed on sportspersons for their lifetime 
achievements and contribution to sport during both their active 
career and after retirement. 
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 Dronacharya award is presented to coaches for their outstanding and 
meritorious work on consistent basis over period of four years. 

 National Sports Awards ceremony is held every year on August 29 to 
commemorate the birth anniversary of hockey legend Major Dhyan 
Chand. 

 But this year it will be organised on Sept 25, 2018. 
 

IPPB partnered with FSS to create payments network 
 The India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) has partnered with Financial 

Software and Systems (FSS) to create payments network for 
unorganized retail. 

 FSS is a payments technology company that enables micro-merchants 
to accept payments online, or via Unified Payments Interface (UPI), 
Quick-Response (QR) codes, Aadhaar and IPPB accounts. 

 FSS will also provide merchant management and settlement solutions 
including on-boarding fee calculation, reconciliation and settlement. 

 IPPB has been incorporated as a public sector company under the 
Department of Posts with 100% government equity and is governed 
by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). 

 
GoI set up group of secretaries chaired by Ramesh Abhishek 

 The Government of India (GoI) has set up a group of secretaries to 
look into the issues raised on some proposals of the draft e-
commerce policy. 

 The group will be chaired by Ramesh Abhishek, the secretary in the 
Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP). 

 The development comes at a time when the DIPP has effectively ruled 
out FDI in inventory based ecommerce models. 

 As per draft e-commerce policy, any group company of an online 
retailer or marketplace may not be allowed to directly or indirectly 
influence the price or sale of products and services on its platform, a 
move that could completely restrict e-tailers from giving deep 
discounts. 
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 The draft recommended 49% FDI in inventory-based business-to-
customer e-commerce model. 

 Currently, FDI in such businesses is prohibited and it is allowed only 
in the marketplace model. 

 
Govt approves 100% electrification of railways by 2021-22 

 The Union cabinet has approved a proposal for the complete 
electrification of Indian Railways by 2021-22, reducing dependance 
on imported fossil fuel and saving revenue for the national carrier. 

 The move will cost the government ₹12,134 crore. 
 Indian Railways had moved the cabinet to electrify 108 sections of 

the railways covering 13,675 route kilometers of tracks. 
 The govt backed the proposal saying it will help the carrier save 

₹13,510 crore per annum in fuel costs. 
 Indian Railways is one of the largest rail networks in the world with 

67,368km of tracks and 22,550 trains that carry 22.24 million 
passengers and 3.04 million tonnes of freight every day. 

 
AP Govt launches e-Rythu 

 The govt of Andhra Pradesh has launched a mobile platform, e-Rythu 
(e-farmer in Telugu) which will enable small-scale farmers to market 
their produce at reasonable prices. 

 The platform has been developed by global payments and technology 
company Mastercard and aims to digitize agriculture marketplaces, 
payments, workflows, and provide farmers an easy and secure way to 
buy, sell and receive payments for agricultural products via their 
feature phones. 

 The app will help farmers looking to sell their produce to connect 
with the right buyers more efficiently in local language and receive 
the best possible prices. 

 
Samsung opens world’s largest mobile experience centre in Bengaluru 

 Samsung has opened its biggest experience centre in Bengaluru. 
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 Earlier in July, it has launched the world’s largest mobile phone-
manufacturing factory in Noida. 

 Opera House, the 33,000 sq ft iconic building in the city’s central 
business district, has been given a facelift to showcase Samsung’s 
mobile devices and other consumer electronic products. 

 It has a service centre for phones and is equipped with high-speed 
public Wi-Fi.A customer will be able to enjoy VR experiences such as 
the 4D sway chair or the Whiplash Pulsar 4D chair that makes 360 
degrees three-dimensional movements. 

 
BSNL, Unlimit ink partnership for IoT/M2M services in India 

 Unlimit, end-to-end IoT service provider in India announced its 
partnership with State-owned Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) 
to offer comprehensive Internet of Things (IoT) solutions and 
services to the enterprise customers across India. 

 The partnership will leverage seamless wireless network footprint 
pan India to provide its solutions and services across industries. 

 The solutions and services include managed connectivity, application 
enabling platform and device management, and advance analytics to 
customers across industries. 

 BSNL will cement its foothold in India’s IoT market and digitally 
transform the customers’ business models. 

 
LK Advani renominated as Chairman of Ethics Committee of Lok Sabha 

 Senior BJP leader L K Advani has been renominated as Chairman of 
Ethics Committee of Lok Sabha. 

 He has been renominated by Lok Sabha Speaker Sumitra Mahajan. 
 L K Advani represents Gandhinagar Lok Sabha constituency from 

Gujarat. 
 Ethics Committee of Lok Sabha formulates Code of Conduct for 

members and suggest amendments to it from time to time. 
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 Former Uttarakhand CM Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank (BJP) was 
renamed chairman of Lok Sabha Committee on Government 
Assurances. 

 Chandrakant Khaire (Shiv Sena) was reappointed as chairman of 
Committee on Papers Laid on Table. 

 Dilipkumar Mansukhlal Gandhi (BJP) has been given another term as 
Chairman of Committee on Subordinate Legislation. 

 P Karunakaran (CPI-M) renamed as the chairman of the Committee 
on Absence of Members from the Sittings of the House. 

 
HDFC Life elevates Vibha Padalkar as MD & CEO 

 HDFC Standard Life Insurance has elevated its Executive Director and 
Chief Financial Officer, Vibha Padalkar, to the post of Managing 
Director and Chief Executive Officer for a period of three years. 

 Her appointment comes after the current MD and CEO, Amitabh 
Chaudhry, resigned on Sept 8 to join Axis Bank as MD and CEO for a 
period of three years, effective Jan 1, 2019. 

 
Actor R Madhavan to host the National Geographic’s new series ‘Mega 

Icons’ 
 Actor R Madhavan is going to host the National Geographic’s new 

series ‘Mega Icons’, which examines the success stories of five 
prominent personalities. 

 It is scheduled to premier on Sept 24. 
The five-part television series will feature episodes on former Indian 
President APJ Abdul Kalam, movie star and politician Kamal Haasan, Nobel 
laureate the Dalai Lama, Indian cricketer Virat Kohli and the first woman 
Indian Police Service officer, Kiran Bedi.  
 

Yudh Abhyas 2018 to be held in Uttarakhand 
 The 14th edition of the joint military exercise ‘Yudh Abhyas 2018’ 

will be conducted between India and United States in the foothills of 
Himalayas at Chaubattia in Uttarakhand from Sept 16 to 29. 
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 The exercise will simulate a scenario where both nations will work 
together in counter insurgency and counter terrorism environment in 
mountainous terrain under United Nation charter. 

 
Sept 14: National Hindi Divas 

 The National Hindi Divas (          ), an annual literary-day is 

observed every year on Sept 14 in Hindi speaking regions of India 
and other countries with Hindi speaking population. 

 The day aims to propagate Hindi language and its cultural heritage 
and values. 

 It also seeks to promote Hindi as matra bhasha (mother tongue) of 
India and show its importance as a language in country and world at 
large. 

 Hindi Divas is celebrated to mark adaptation of Hindi language as the 
official language of India by the Constituent Assembly of India on Sept 
14, 1949. 

 
Country’s first tribal tourism circuit inaugurated in Chhattisgarh 
 The country’s first tribal tourism circuit has been inaugurated by 

Union Minister of State for Tourism K J Alphons in Dhamtari district 
of Chhattisgarh. 

 The tourism circuit is being developed under the Swadesh Darshan 
scheme. 

 It covers 13 sites in Chhattisgarh including Jashpur, Kunkuri, Mainpat, 
Kamleshpur, Maheshpur, Kurdar, Sarodadadar, Gangrel, Kondagaon, 
Nathiya Nawagaon, Jagdalpur, Chitrakoot and Tirthgarh. 

 It aims to showcase the state’s rich and diverse tribal culture and 
traditions to the tourists. 

 The key components for development under the project are ‘Ethnic 
Tourist Village’ and ‘Ethnic Tourist Development’, Destination 
Development and Wayside amenities. 

 The project is being developed by Chhattisgarh Tourism Board. 
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 The central govt had allocated about 100 crore rupees to develop this 
project to highlight tribal culture to the domestic and foreign tourists. 

 
Cabinet approvals 

Approves continuation of Capacity Development Scheme 
 Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) chaired by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi approved continuation of Capacity 
Development Scheme for period 2017-18 to 2019-20. 

 It is ongoing Central Sector Scheme of Ministry of Statistics and 
Program Implementation (MoSPI). 

 It aims to augment infrastructural, technical as well as manpower 
resources for making available credible and timely official statistics 
for policy makers and public at large. 

Approves 4 New National Institutes of Design 
 Union Cabinet has approved proposal for introduction of Bill in 

Parliament for amendment of National Institutes of Design (NID) Act, 
2014  for establishing four new NIDs across the country. 

 These four new NIDs are National Institute of Design, 
Amaravati/Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh; National Institute of Design, 
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh; Natitional Institute of Design, Jorhat, Assam 
and National Institute of Design, Kurukshetra, Haryana. 

Approves MoU between EXIM Bank and BRICS banks 
 Union Cabinet has approved MoU signed between Export-Import 

Bank of India (Exim Bank) and member banks under BRICS Interbank 
Cooperation Mechanism on Collaborative Research on Distributed 
Ledger and Block chain Technology in context of development of 
digital economy. 

 The MoU was signed between Exim Bank, Banco Nacional de 
DesenvolvimentoEconomico e Social (BNDES, of Brazil), China 
Development Bank (CDB), State Corporation Bank for Development 
and Foreign Economic Affairs (Vnesheconombank of Russia) and 
Development Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA). 
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 Blockchain technology or Distributed Ledger holds potential for 
solutions to various challenges being faced in financial sector space of 
BRICS nations. 

 
President appoints Justice Ranjan Gogoi as next Chief Justice of India 

 The President of India Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Justice Ranjan 
Gogoi as next Chief Justice of India as per Article 124 of the 
Constitution. 

 He will assume office of Chief Justice on Oct 3, 2018 after retirement 
of incumbent Chief Justice, Justice Dipak Misra. 

 At present Justice Gogoi is senior-most judge of Supreme Court. 
 He will be become 46th Chief Justice of India and shall have tenure of 

about 13 months from Oct 3, 2018 till his retirement on Nov 17, 2019. 
 

Udhayveer Singh wins individual gold in World Shooting 
 Sixteen year old Udhayveer Singh has won an individual Gold Medal 

in Junior Men’s 25 metre pistol event in the World Shooting 
Championships in South Korea. 

 He shot a score of 587 in the individual competition to grab the Gold 
ahead American Henry Leverett and Korean Lee Jaekyoon. 

 Compatriot Vijayveer Sidhu finished fourth with a score of 581, while 
Rajkanwar Singh Sandhu took the 20th spot with a score of 568. 

 The trio’s combined score of 1736 fetched them the team Gold for 
India, followed by China, which totalled 1730. 

 The bronze medal went to Team Korea, which shot a score of 1721. 
 

Sept 15: International Day of Democracy 
 The International Day of Democracy is observed every year on Sept 

15 to highlight the values of freedom and respect for human rights as 
essential elements of democracy. 

 2018 theme : ‘Democracy under Strain: Solutions for a Changing 
World’. 
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 It is an opportunity to look for ways to invigorate democracy and 
seek answers to the systemic challenges it faces. 

 It includes tackling economic and political inequalities, making 
democracies more inclusive by bringing the young and marginalized 
into the political system, and making democracies more innovative 
and responsive to emerging challenges such as migration and climate 
change. 

 
Sept 15: National Engineer’s Day 

 The National Engineer’s Day (NED) is celebrated every year on Sept 
15 in India to appreciate the contributions of Sir Mokshagundam 
Visvesvaraya, who was born on this day in 1861 in a village called 
Muddenahalli in Karnataka. 

 2018 theme : ‘Engineering Challenges for Knowledge Era’. 
 He patented and installed an irrigation system with water floodgates 

at the Khadakvasla reservoir near Pune to raise the flood supply level 
of storage in the reservoir to the highest level. 

 This was also installed at Gwalior’s Tigra Dam and Mysuru’s 
Krishnaraja Sagara (KRS) dam, the latter of which created one of the 
largest reservoirs in Asia at the time. 

 He was not only known for his contributions in the field of 
engineering but was also called the ‘precursor of economic planning 
in India’. 

 
India’s first railway university started in Vadodara, Gujarat 

 India’s first railway university, the National Rail and Transportation 
Institute (NRTI) has started operations in Vadodara, Gujarat. 

 The institute is located in the National Academy of Indian Railway 
(NAIR) having about 55 acres of campus. 

 It is India’s first university focused on transport-related education, 
multidisciplinary research and training. 

 NRTI will offer multi-disciplinary programmes designed to cater to 
the needs of India’s transportation sector. 
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 The Institute will follow a demand-driven curriculum, while aligning 
with industry priorities. 

 NRTI is a brainchild of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, currently 
offering its flagship undergraduate programmes in Transportation 
Technology and Management. 

 
Rajasthan’s first lion safari inaugurated at Nahargarh Biological Park 

 Rajasthan’s first lion safari has been inaugurated at Nahargarh 
Biological Park. 

 The park was inaugurated by Rajasthan Chief Minister Vasundhara 
Raje in Jun 2016. 

 The park is located on Delhi-Jaipur National Highway in the Aravalli 
foothills, nearly 12 kilometers from state capital Jaipur (known as 
Pink City). 

 It will be open for visitors from Oct 2018. 
 The lion safari project is located at biological park spread across 38 

hectare. 
 Lions in this park were brought from Junagarh, Gujarat under an 

exchange programme. 
 It will provide new habitat to lions and also add tourism venue to the 

Pink City. 
 Apart from lion, the park also hosts wolves, jackals, and hyenas. 

 
India leads as the world’s hardest working country 

 As per the culture study survey by US-based multi-national workforce 
management firm Kronos Incorporated, India leads the way as the 
world’s hardest working country with 69% of full-time employees are 
happy with 5-day work a week. 

 Indians stated that they would work five days a week even if they had 
the option to work fewer days for the same pay. 

 Mexico was the 2nd-highest at 43% of workers, followed by the US at 
27%. 
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 The study found workers in the United Kingdom, France and 
Australia were least content with the standard five-day workweek. 

 The survey was conducted by Future Workplace on behalf of Kronos 
Incorporated between Jul 31 to Aug 9, 2018. 

 The study also found that in the matter of overtime, US leads the way 
with 49% clocking more than 40 hours each week. 

 This was followed by India (44%), Mexico (40%) and Germany 
(38%). 

 
Agricultural festival of Nuakhai started in Odisha 

 The agricultural festival of Nuakhai started in Odisha on Sept 13, 
2018. 

 The word ‘nua’ means new and ‘khai’ means food, so the name means 
the farmers are in possession of the newly harvested rice. 

 The festival is seen as a new ray of hope, held the day after the 
Ganesha Chaturthi festival. 

 During this harvest festival of western Odisha, new produce Nabannis 
offered to presiding deities. 

 After offering the Nabann, people relish different types of delicacies 
prepared from the newly harvested crop. 

 
2018 G-20 trade and investment ministerial meeting held in Argentina 

 The 2018 G-20 trade and investment ministerial meeting has been 
held at Mar del Plata in Argentina. 

 From India, Commerce and Industry Minister Suresh Prabhu 
participated in the meeting. 

 The meeting assumes significance as countries including the US has 
significantly raised customs duties on products including steel and 
aluminium. 

 The G20 members include India, Argentina, Brazil, Canada, China, EU, 
France, Gemaany, Indonesia, Japan, Mexico, Russia, South Africa, UK 
and the US. 
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Nepal-China joint military exercise ‘Sagarmatha Friendship-2018’ 
started at Chengdu 

 The second edition of the 10-day Nepal-China joint military exercise 
‘Sagarmatha Friendship-2018’ started at Chengdu, the capital of 
China’s southwestern Sichuan Province, from Sept 17. 

 It aims to share expertise in disaster management and to fight 
terrorism, among others. 

 This will reduce Nepal’s dependence on India and allow China to get a 
firmer foothold in the sub-continental drama. 

 This comes at a time when Nepal refuses to participate in the first-
ever BIMSTEC military exercise ‘MILEX-18’, which has started in 
India from Sept 10. 

Jhulan Goswami becomes the first bowler in women’s cricket to pick 300 
international wickets 

 Indian pacer Jhulan Goswami has become the first bowler in women’s 
cricket to pick 300 international wickets. 

 She achieved this feat after reaching the landmark figure in India’s 9-
wicket win over Sri Lanka on Sept 11. 

 Earlier, Indian Cricketer Mithali Raj became the most capped player 
in the history of Women’s ODIs cricket. 

 
India hold first-ever global tourism mart in New Delhi 

 India hosted the first-ever global tourism mart at Vigyan Bhawan, 
New Delhi. 

 It is modelled on the ITB Berlin (Internationale Tourismus-B rse 
Berlin), the world’s largest tourism trade fair. 

 It aims to create an annual global tourism mart for India in line with 
major international travel marts being held in countries across the 
world. 

 
India ranked 130 in Human Development Index (HDI) report 
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 India has been ranked 130 among 189 countries in the latest Human 
Development Index (HDI) report 2018, released by the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 

 India’s gross per capita income increased by a staggering 266.6% 
between 1990 and 2017. 

 As per report, between 1990 and 2017, India’s HDI value saw a 50% 
increase from 0.427 to 0.640, an indicator of the country’s 
remarkable achievement in lifting millions of people out of poverty. 

 During the period, India’s life expectancy at birth increased by nearly 
11 years, with the average years of children staying in school 
increased by 4.7 years. 

 The HDI is a summary measure for assessing long-term progress in 
three basic dimensions of human development: a long and healthy 
life, access to knowledge and a decent standard of living. 

 Norway, Switzerland, Australia, Ireland and Germany led the ranking, 
while Niger, the Central African Republic, South Sudan, Chad and 
Burundi have the lowest scores in the HDI’s measurement of national 
achievements in health, education and income. 

 
World Heritage Cuisine Summit & food festival to be held in Amritsar 

 The first edition of the World Heritage Cuisine Summit and food 
festival is going to be held at the Qila Gobindgarh in Amritsar, Punjab 
from Oct 12-14. 

 It will be organised by the World Cultural Culinary Heritage 
Committee, under the aegis of the World Association of Chefs’ 
Societies (World Chefs). 

 It will focus on inculcating appreciation for food culture and 
traditions, good food habits and sustainable practices. 

 
Delhi govt signed a ‘Friendship and Cooperation Agreement’ with the 

Seoul Metropolitan Govt 
 The Delhi govt signed a ‘Friendship and Cooperation Agreement’ with 

the Seoul Metropolitan Govt under which the two cities would 
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exchange expertise for betterment in 12 fields including 
environment, transport, tourism, solid waste management and public 
health. 

 The Delhi govt will solicit support of its Urban Development 
Department and other departments for implementing all the relevant 
aspects of the agreement. 

 It also requires the Delhi government to set up and operationalise a 
‘Twinning Cell’ at the Urban Development Department and a 
committee to support the cell. 

 The ‘Twinning Agreement’ will remain in force till three years from 
Sept 14, 2018, and it could be amended by written agreement 
between the two parties. 

 
Kerala Tourism wins two Pacific Asia Travel Association gold awards 

 Kerala Tourism has won two prestigious gold awards of Pacific Asia 
Travel Association (PATA) for its innovative marketing campaigns. 

 These awards were won by Kerala Tourism’s Yalla Kerala print 
campaign and Live Inspired Posters under PATA’s Travel 
Advertisement Print and Travel Poster categories respectively. 

 Both campaign and posters were developed and designed by Stark 
Communications which is advertising agency of Kerala Tourism. 

 Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) awards are given by PATA and 
are sponsored by Macau Government Tourism Office (MGTO). 

 PATA Awards are presented to outstanding entries in four principal 
categories: Marketing; Education and Training; Environment, and 
Heritage and Culture. 

 
Govt proposes to merge Dena Bank, Vijaya Bank and Bank of Baroda 

 The Centre proposed the amalgamation of state-owned Bank of 
Baroda, Dena Bank and Vijaya Bank to create India’s third largest 
bank as parts of reforms in the public sector banking segment. 
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 The decision was taken at the meeting of a ministerial panel headed 
by Finance Minister Arun Jaitley which oversees merger proposals of 
state-owned banks. 

 The other members of the panel include Railways Minister Piyush 
Goyal and Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. 

 This major decision was taken by Alternative Mechanism to 
amalgamate Bank of Baroda, Dena Bank and Vijaya Bank. 

 This follows the merger of the five associate banks of State Bank of 
India with itself. 

 The govt has also moved to offload its majority stake in IDBI Bank to 
Life Insurance Corporation of India. 

 
India, Malta sign three MoUs in Maritime Cooperation, Tourism and 

Training 
 India and Malta signed three MoUs in the fields of Maritime 

Cooperation, Tourism and Training. 
 These MoUs were signed after delegation level talks between Vice 

President Venkaiah Naidu and President of Malta, Ms. Marie-Louise 
Coleiro Preca. 

 Vice President visited in Malta in the second phase of his visit to three 
European countries viz. Serbia, Malta and Romania. 

 It was the first senior Indian leader to visit Mediterranean nation in 
last 28 years. 

 MoU in the field of Tourism Cooperation. 
 MoU on Mutual Cooperation between Foreign Service Institute, 

Ministry of External Affairs and Mediterranean Academy of 
Diplomatic Studies, University of Malta. 

 MoU on Maritime Cooperation signed between India’s Ministry 
of Shipping and Malta’s Ministry for Transport, Infrastructure 
and Capital Projects. 

 
Festival of tourism ‘Paryatan Parv 2018’ 
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 The Ministry of Tourism has organized the festival of tourism 
‘Paryatan Parv 2018’ in collaboration with other Central Ministries, 
State Govts and Stakeholders at Rajpath Lawns in New Delhi. 

 It aims to draw focus on the benefits of tourism, showcasing the 
cultural diversity of the country and reinforcing the principle of 
Tourism for All. 

 
PayU India gets RBI approval to operate its own NBFC 

 PayU India has received Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) approval to 
operate its own non-banking financial company (NBFC), the digital 
payments firm owned by South Africa’s Naspers Ltd said today. 

 It aims to promote inclusive growth in the country by catering to the 
diverse financial needs of various segments of the society. 

 The approval from the central bank is subject to ‘certain pending RBI 
compliance’. 

 PayU has already crossed the ₹ 100 crore (USD 16 million) mark for 
credit issuance on the existing platforms and is targeting to clock next 
₹ 100 crore volume in next 3 months itself. 

 
Germany rolls out world’s first hydrogen-powered train 

 Germany rolled out world’s first hydrogen-powered passenger train. 
 These locomotives named iLint trains emit zero emissions, making 

them eco-friendly. 
 This technology offers greener and quieter alternative to diesel on 

non-electrified railway lines. 
 Hydrogen trains are manufactured by French TGV-maker Alstom and 

are commercially running on 100km route between towns and cities 
of Cuxhaven, Bremerhaven, Bremervoerde and Buxtehude in 
northern Germany. 

 Hydrogen trains are equipped with fuel cells that produce electricity 
by combining hydrogen with oxygen. 

 This conversion process only emits steam and water, thus producing 
zero emissions. 
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Kerala Tourism bagged two prestigious gold awards of the PATA 
 The Kerala Tourism has bagged two prestigious gold awards of the 

Pacific Asia Travel Association (PATA) for its innovative marketing 
campaigns at Langkawi, Malaysia during PATA Travel Mart 2018. 

 The Kerala Tourism got the first gold for its ‘Yalla Kerala’ travel 
advertisement print media campaign in the Gulf countries. 

 It showcased the state’s greenery and backwaters. 
 The 2nd gold award came for an innovative poster that Kerala 

Tourism had developed for the 3rd edition of the Kochi-Muziris 
Biennale (KMB), the biggest contemporary art show in South Asia. 

 The PATA Awards are presented to outstanding entries in four 
principal categories; Marketing; Education and Training; 
Environment, and Heritage and Culture. 

 
Sawai Singh Shekhawat to be honoured with Meera Puruskar 

 The Jaipur-based poet and writer, Sawai Singh Shekhawat will be 
honoured with Meera Puruskar by Rajasthan Sahitya Academy for his 
contribution to Hindi literature. 

 The award function will be held in Oct 2018. 
 He served as Editor for Bakhat and Rajasthan Vikas magazines. 

 
Moutaz Mousa Abdallah sworn-in as new PM of Sudan 

 Moutaz Mousa Abdallah has been sworn-in as the new Prime Minister 
of Sudan at the presidential palace in Khartoum. 

 He is also holding the finance portfolio in a bid to revive the country’s 
ailing economy. 

 He succeeded Bakri Hassan Saleh, who will retain the post of first vice 
president. 
 

Maldives national football team lifts 12th edition of men’s SAFF Cup 
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 Maldives national football team lifted the 12th edition of men’s South 
Asian Football Federation (SAFF) Cup at the Bangabandhu Stadium in 
Dhaka. 

 In the finale, they defeated defending champions India 2-1. 
 The win for Maldives comes 10 years after their first SAFF Cup title 

in 2008. 
 

India, Germany sign MoA on skill development 
 India and Germany singed Memorandum of Agreement (MoA) on skill 

development, which will provide dual vocational education and 
training to Indian youth. 

 It has been signed between Ministry of Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) and Indo-German Chamber of Commerce 
(IGCC). 

 Thie MoA focuses on the field of dual vocational education and 
training and skill development of Indian youth. 

 Joint body called German Indian Institute of Vocational Education and 
Training (GIIVET) that has been set up will look after this 
programme. 

India-Bangladesh Friendship Pipeline Project construction launched 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Bangladeshi counterpart 

Sheikh Hasina jointly launched the construction of India-Bangladesh 
Friendship Product Pipeline Project through video conferencing. 

 This is first such pipeline through which refined diesel will be 
supplied to Bangladesh from India. 

 The project involves construction of 130-kilometre long pipeline that 
will connect Siliguri in West Bengal and Parbatipur in Dinajpur 
district of Bangladesh. 

 Of the total stretch, six-kilometre will be in Indian side and remaining 
124 kilometres will in Bangladesh. 

 Indian leg of the pipeline project will be implemented by Assam-
based Numaligarh Refinery Limited and Bangladeshi leg will be 
implemented by Bangladesh Petroleum Corporation. 
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 It will supply refined diesel will be supplied to Parbatipur depot from 
Numaligarh of Assam in India. 

 The estimated this pipeline project is Rs. 346 crore and it will be 
completed in 30 months’ timeframe. 

 
7th UNWTO Global Summit on Urban Tourism held in Seoul 

 The 7th UNWTO Global Summit on Urban Tourism held in Seoul, 
capital of South Korea with the theme ‘A 2030 Vision for Urban 
Tourism’. 

 The summit was co-organized by World Tourism Organization 
(UNWTO) and Seoul Metropolitan Government and supported by 
Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism of South Korea Korea 
Tourism Organization and Seoul Tourism Organization. 

 It provided unique platform to discuss key issues shaping future of 
urban tourism in the context of the 2030 Urban Agenda. 

 UNWTO, headquartered in Madrid, Spain, is United Nations agency 
responsible for promotion of responsible, sustainable and universally 
accessible tourism. 

 
Govt inks US$ 74 Million loan agreement for Uttarakhand Workforce 

Development Project 
 Union Govt inked US$74 million loan agreement for International 

Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) Credit for 
Uttrakhand Workforce Development Project (UKWDP). 

 It aims to improve quality and relevance of training at priority 
Industrial Training Institutes (ITIs) and increase number of labor-
market-relevant workers through short term training in Uttrakhand. 

 The closing date for Project is Jun, 2023, with maturity of 17 years 
and grace period of 5-year. 

 World Bank, headquartered at Washington DC, US, is an international 
financial institution that provides loans to countries of the world for 
capital projects. 
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Govt, FAO launches agriculture project in 5 states 
 Union Agriculture and Environment ministries along with UN body 

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) launched agriculture 
project that seeks to bring transformative change in farm sector 
through conservation of biodiversity and forest landscapes. 

 It will be implemented in five states viz. Madhya Pradesh, Mizoram, 
Odisha, Rajasthan and Uttarakhand. 

 It is being funded with US $33.5 million grant from Global 
Environment Facility (GEF). 

 It aims to transform agricultural production to generate global 
environmental benefits by addressing biodiversity conservation, land 
degradation, climate change mitigation and sustainable forest 
management. 

 It strives to bring harmony between conservation and development 
efforts of the country. 

 Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), headquartered in Rome, is 
specialised agency of UN that leads international efforts to defeat 
hunger. 

 
Maharashtra Govt to set up new Cyber University 

 Maharashtra Govt is going to set up new Cyber University dedicated 
to mitigating cyber threats. 

 It will train 3,000 professionals to fight online space cyber-attacks, 
internet crimes and conduct cyber forensics. 

 The University will provide for and prepare internet professionals on 
lines of Microsoft Certified Professional Program. 

 It will conduct courses in data analytics, cloud computing, blockchain, 
AI, cyber forensics and cyber investigations. 

 It will also impart training in 15 other Internet of Things (IoT) areas 
such as Data Analytics and Artificial Intelligence (AI). 

 
India ranked third globally in terms of number of family-owned 

businesses 
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 According to the report by ‘Credit Suisse Family 1000 in 2018’, India 
has been ranked third globally in terms of number of family-owned 
businesses with 111 companies having a total market capitalisation 
of $839 billion. 

 Indian family-owned companies generated a 13.9% annual average 
share price return since 2006, compared to 6% recorded by their 
non-family-owned peers. 

 The report is published by the Credit Suisse Research Institute 
(CSRI). 

 The list is topped by China, followed by United States. 
 

India, Morocco sign revised Air Services Agreement enabling greater 
connectivity 

 India and Morocco signed revised Air Services Agreement between 
two countries enabling greater air connectivity through modernized 
agreement. 

 The agreement will enable code sharing with airlines of other party. 
 It will also provide greater freedom in mounting direct flights. 

 
West Bengal govt rolls out ‘Swayangsiddha’ scheme 

 The West Bengal govt has rolled out ‘Swayangsiddha’ scheme in 
different districts of the state to combat human trafficking. 

 The scheme aims to empower young boys and girls to make informed 
choices so that they are less vulnerable to trafficking and child 
marriage. 

 Swayangsiddha, which means self-reliance, will be executed by the 
West Bengal Police. 

 As the per the NCRB data West Bengal has highest recorded case of 
trafficking among the States. 

 
5th edition of Track Asia Cup cycling to be held in New Delhi 
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 The 5th edition of the Track Asia Cup cycling is going to be held at the 
Indira Gandhi Cycling Velodrome in New Delhi from Sept 21-23, 
2018. 

 It was recently announced by the Cycling Federation of India (CFI). 
 The event also serves as a qualifying tournament for the World Cup, 

World Championship and the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. 
 
Varun Dhawan & Anushka Sharma signed as ambassadors of Skill India 

Campaign 
 Bollywood stars Varun Dhawan and Anushka Sharma have been 

signed as ambassadors of Skill India Campaign to promote and 
endorse the Skill India Mission. 

 The actors will next be seen in ‘Sui Dhaaga – Made in India’, which 
highlights the untapped potential of India’s talented craftsmen and 
skilled workers at the grassroot level and the challenges and issues 
faced by them. 

 Varun plays a tailor named Mauji and Anushka essays the role of his 
wife and embroiderer Mamta. 

 The Skill India Mission was launched by PM Narendra Modi on Jul 
2015 to train over 40 crore people in different skills by 2022. 

 It includes various initiatives of the government like ‘National Skill 
Development Mission’, ‘National Policy for Skill Development and 
Entrepreneurship 2015’, ‘Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana 
(PMKVY)’ and the ‘Skill Loan scheme’. 

 
Centre appoints MD & CEO to 10 public sector banks 

 The Centre has appointed MD & CEOs to 10 public sector banks, 
which include Syndicate Bank, Andhra Bank, Maharashtra Bank, 
Indian Bank, United Bank of India, Allahabad Bank, Dena Bank and 
others. 

 Padmaja Chundru has been appointed as MD & CEO of Indian Bank, 
Mrutyunjay Mahapatra as MD & CEO of Syndicate Bank, and Pallav 
Mahapatra as MD & CEO of Central Bank of India. 
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 All three are with the State Bank of India (SBI) as deputy managing 
directors and now have been promoted to head smaller public sector 
banks independently. 

 J. Packirisamy has been moved from SBI to Andhra Bank as MD & 
CEO, while S.S. Mallikarjuna Rao, the executive director (ED) of 
Syndicate Bank, has been moved to Allahabad Bank as MD & CEO. 

 SBI deputy MD Karnam Sekar has been moved to Dena Bank as MD & 
CEO. 

 Executive Director of Indian Bank A.S. Rajeev has been moved to 
Bank of Maharashtra as MD & CEO. 

 Similarly, Executive Director of Union Bank of India Atul Kumar Goel 
has been shifted to UCO Bank as MD & CEO. 

 S. Hari Shanker, ED of Allahabad Bank, has been moved to Punjab and 
Sind Bank as MD & CEO. 

 Ashok Kumar Pradhan, ED of United Bank of India, has been elevated 
as MD & CEO in the same bank. 

 In addition, the Centre has appointed members on the board of 
southern, northern and eastern boards of the Reserve Bank of India. 

 Rakesh Jain has been appointed on the southern local board , Revathy 
Iyer and Raghevendra Narayan Dubey on the northern local board 
and Sachin Chaturvedi on the eastern local board of the RBI. 

 
India, Russia Air Force joint exercise commences 

 India and Russia joint air exercise Aviaindra 18 has been held in 
Lipetsk, Russia. 

 The second session of Aviaindra 18 will be conducted in Jodhpur, 
Rajasthan (India) from Dec 10 to Dec 22, 2018. 

 Exercise Aviaindra is Air Force level exercise between India and 
Russia. 

 The aim of this exercise is focused towards anti-terrorist operations 
in bi-lateral scenario. 

 
Sept 21 : International Day of Peace 
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 The International Day of Peace is observed across the world on Sept 
21 to acknowledge efforts of those who have strived to end conflict 
and promote peace. 

 2018 Theme: “The Right to Peace – The Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights at 70”. 

 The theme celebrates the 70th anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 

 This day is also observed as a day of ceasefire. 
 It honours spirit of TOGETHER, a global initiative that promotes 

respect, safety and dignity for everyone forced to flee their homes in 
search of a better life. 

 
IPPB, Bajaj Allianz join hands ‘to provide insurance to all’ 

 State-owned India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) and private life 
insurer Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance Co Ltd (BALIC) entered into a 
strategic partnership to provide life insurance solutions, especially at 
the doorstep of every household in the country. 

 It will leverage IPPB’s last mile reach for building awareness about 
life insurance. 

 BALIC is the first life insurer to partner with IPPB after IPPB was 
launched in the capital at the hands of the Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Sept 1. 

 IPPB has begun operations with 650 branches and 3,250 access 
points across the country. 

 With this partnership, IPPB customers across segments can access a 
wide array of simple yet value-rich life insurance products and 
services. 

 
Home Ministry signs MoU with ISRO 

 The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has signed Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) with Indian Space Research Organization 
(ISRO) to set up of state-of-the-art Integrated Control Room for 
Emergency Response (ICR-ER). 
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 ISRO will render its technical expertise for setting up of proposed 
ICR-ER. 

 ICR-ER will cater to the requirement of disaster management as well 
as internal security. 

 It will be executed under overall supervision of MHA with technical 
support from ISRO. 

 
India contributes $1 million to UN’s ambitious solar project 

 India has contributed a whopping $1 million for the installation of 
solar panels on the roof of the imposing UN building at the world 
body’s headquarters. 

 The contribution will help reduce carbon footprint and promote 
sustainable energy. 

 It has been announced by India’s Permanent Representative to the 
UN Ambassador Syed Akbaruddin. 

 India is the ‘first responder’ to Secretary-General Antonio Guterres’ 
call for climate action. 

 
Health Ministry collaborates with Tata Trusts, Dell 

 The Union Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has exchanged 
MoUs with the Tata Trusts and Dell to provide a technological 
platform for nationwide prevention, control, screening and 
management programme of Non Communicable Diseases (NCDs). 

 The user manual for NCD application under Comprehensive Primary 
Health Care (CPHC) IT Solutions has also been released. 

 
Union Cabinet approves ordinance to make instant triple talaq a penal 

offence 
 The Union Cabinet cleared ordinance to make practice of instant 

triple talaq penal offence. 
 It was signed by President Ram Nath Kovind later as per Article 123 

of the Constitution. 
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 Compelling reason cited by Govt for promulgation of this ordinance 
was that practice of triple talaq continues unabated even after 
annulled by Supreme Court due to absence of legal framework. 

 
MoU signed for establishing Mahatma Gandhi Convention Centre in Niger 

 India and Niger signed MoU for the implementation of Mahatma 
Gandhi International Convention Centre (MGICC) in Niamey, Niger 
with the Indian government’s grant assistance. 

 The agreement was signed by Secretary (Economic Relations), 
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) T.S. Tirumurti and Ambassador of 
Republic of Niger in India Ali Illiassou, in the presence of External 
Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and Minister and Special Adviser to 
the President of Republic of Niger, Saidil Moctar Mohamed. 

 
Odisha Assembly passes resolution to name the newly-built Jharsuguda 

airport after Veer Surendra Sai 
 The Odisha Assembly has passed unanimous resolution to name the 

newly-built Jharsuguda airport after noted freedom fighter Veer 
Surendra Sai. 

 The airport is scheduled to be inaugurated by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Sept 22, 2018. 

 Earlier, in Jul 2018, the Centre had asked the State govt naming of the 
airport is to be considered only after a resolution passed in the 
Odisha assembly. 

 Jharsuguda airport will be the 2nd operational airport in Odisha after 
Biju Patnaik International airport in Bhubaneswar. 

 
ISRO opens tech incubation centre in Agartala 

 The ISRO Technology Incubation Centre has been launched in 
Agartala, remotely from here, jointly by KV Sivan, Chairman, ISRO and 
Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb. 

 
Anushka Sharma bestowed with Smita Patil Memorial Award 2018 
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 Anushka Sharma has been bestowed with the prestigious Smita Patil 
Memorial Award 2018 at the 34th edition of Priyadarshni Academy’s 
Global Awards in Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

 The Priyadarshni Academy is a non-profit, socio-cultural and 
educational organization. 

 
National Sports Awards 2018 

 The Union Govt bestows National Sports Awards every year to 
recognize and reward excellence in sports in India. 

 These awards include Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award, Dronacharya 
Award, Arjuna Award, Dhyan Chand Award, Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad (MAKA) Trophy and Rashtriya Khel Protsahan Puruskar. 

 The awardees will receive their awards from President Ram Nath 
Kovind at special function organized at Rashtrapati Bhawan on 25th 
September, 2018. 

 Indian cricket captain Virat Kohli and world champion weightlifter 
Mirabai Chanu will jointly be conferred with Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
award 2018, India’s highest sporting honour. 

 
First General Assembly of ISA to be held on Oct 2 in Delhi 

 The inaugural General Assembly of International Solar Alliance (ISA) 
will be inaugurated on Oct 02, 2018 in New Delhi. 

 It will be followed by ministerial level assembly of ISA following day 
which will be will be held in Greater Noida. 

 International Solar Alliance (ISA) was jointly launched by India and 
France in Nov 2015 at Paris on side lines of COP21 UN Climate 
Change Conference. 

 It celebrated its founding day on 11th March, 2018. Its founding 
conference was held on Mar 11, 2018 in New Delhi. 

 ISA is first international intergovernmental treaty based organization 
to be headquartered in India. 

 It is headquartered at campus of National Institute of Solar Energy 
(NISE), Gurugram, Harayana. 
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 47 countries have signed till date and 19 countries have ratified 
Framework Agreement of ISA. United Nations is Strategic Partner of 
ISA. 

 
Tamil Nadu Govt announces scheme for protection of exotic Neela 

Kurinji plants 
 Tamil Nadu govt has announced Scheme for protection of exotic 

Neela kurinji (Strobilanthus kunthianus) plants that flower only once 
in 12 years. 

 It comes following complaints that these rare and ecologically unique 
flowers are being packaged and sold on the commercial basis. 

 Neelakurinji is a tropical plant species. 
 It grows at height of 30 to 60 cm on hills slopes at an altitude of 1300 

to 2400 meters where there is no tree forest. 
 The flowers of Neelakurinji are purple-blue in colour and blooms 

once in 12 years. 
 The flower has no smell or any medicinal value. 

 
Saudi Arabia to join CPEC as third strategic partner 

 Pakistan invited Saudi Arabia to join $50 billion China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) as the third strategic partner. 

 Formal request in this regard was made after Pakistan Prime Minister 
Imran Khan visited Saudi Arabia during his first foreign trip after 
getting elected. 

 Saudi Arabia is first country that Pakistan has invited to become 
partner in CPEC. 

 Pakistan’s main interest in inviting Saudi Arabia in CPEC is to ensure 
huge investment from cash rich gulf country. 

 China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is flagship project as part 
of China’s multi-billion dollar Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), aimed at 
enhancing China’s influence around the world through China-funded 
infrastructure projects. 
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 The proposed project is financed by heavily-subsidised Chinese loans, 
disbursed to Pakistan Government by Chinese banking giants such as 
China Development Bank, Exim Bank of China and Industrial and 
Commercial Bank of China. 

 
Delhi to host Women’s World Boxing C’ship 

 The World Women’s Boxing Championships, to be hosted by India 
after more than a decade, will be held from Nov 15 in the national 
capital. 

 The AIBA Women’s World Boxing Championships will be held in New 
Delhi in from Nov 13 to Nov 25. 

 The first edition of the women’s world championship was held in the 
Unites States in Scranton in 2001. 

 
Village Rockstars is India’s official entry to Oscars 2019 

 Village Rockstars, an Assamese language feature by National Award-
winning filmmaker Rima Das, has been selected as India’s official 
entry for the best foreign language film category of the 2019 
Academy (Oscar) Awards. 

 Village Rockstars beat 27 other contenders, including Hichki, 
Padmaavat, Raazi, Love Sonia, Nude, Pihu and Padman, said Rajendra 
Singh Babu, chairman of the Film Federation of India. 

 Das is the writer, director, cinematographer, editor and producer of 
Village Rockstars, which had its world premiere at the Toronto 
International Film Festival 2017. 

 
Anil Kumar Chaudhary appointed as new Chairman of SAIL 

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) chaired by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi has appointed Anil Kumar Chaudhary as new 
Chairman of Steel Authority of India Ltd. 

 He will in office till his superannuation in Dec, 2020. 
 He will succeed P K Singh, who had retired from the post in June 

2018. 
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 SAIL is one of the largest state-owned steel in India and one of the top 
steel makers in world. 

 
India settle for silver in Asian Team Snooker Championship 

 India settled for the silver medal after losing to Pakistan 2-3 in the 
final of the Asian Team Snooker Championship. 

 After Babar Masih put a fluent 81 break to win the first frame against 
Pankaj Advani, Malkeet Singh restored parity with a 52 break win 
over Mohammad Asif. 

 
Fitch raises India’s GDP forecast to 7.8% 

 Fitch Ratings in its Global Economic Outlook revised up India’s 
growth forecast for current fiscal year (2018-19) to 7.8% from 7.4% 
projected earlier. 

 It has flagged tightening of financial conditions, weak bank balance 
sheets and rising oil bill as headwinds to growth. 

 Inflation Forecast is also picking up to upper part of Reserve Bank of 
India’s (RBI) target band (4%, plus-minus 2%) within forecast 
horizon on relatively high demand-pull pressures and rupee 
depreciation. 

 Fitch Ratings, headquartered in New York, is one of Big Three credit 
rating agencies in the world, the other two being Moody’s and 
Standard & Poor’s. 

 Fitch Ratings is smallest of the ‘big three’. 
 Credit rating agency is company that assigns credit ratings, which 

rate debtor’s ability to pay back debt by making timely interest 
payments and likelihood of default. 

 
NSE, LSE inks MoU 

 National Stock Exchange of India (NSE) and London Stock Exchange 
(LSE) signed Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to collaborate on 
creating dual listing route for masala bonds and foreign currency 
bonds of Indian issuers. 



 

Facebook Page Facebook Group Telegram Group 

 

 
w w w . a m b i t i o u s b a b a . c o m  

 

Page 82 

 Through approval of single listing document, issuer can obtain dual 
listing on LSE’s International Securities Market and NSE’s GIFT City. 

 It will serve as potential precursor of further joint listings in future 
that could see foreign currency bonds in India also being able to list in 
London. 

 Masala bonds are rupee-denominated bonds through which Indian 
entities can raise money from foreign markets in rupee and not in 
foreign currency. 

 It is debt instruments used by corporates to raise money from foreign 
investors in local currency. 

 The issuance of rupee denominated bonds transfers risk associated 
with currency fluctuations to investors and not to the  

 
International Business Conference ‘MahaBiz 2018’ to be held in Dubai 

 The 3rd edition of acclaimed International Business Conference 
‘MahaBiz 2018’ is going to be held in Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) on Oct 12 and 13, 2018. 

 MahaBiz is considered a bridge for business opportunities between 
Maharashtra state and Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) region. 

 GCC is a political and economic alliance of six middle eastern 
countries. It includes Saudi Arabia , UAE , Kuwait , Oman , Bahrain 
and Qatar. 

 
World Bank endorses Country Partnership Framework 

 World Bank board approved ambitious five-year Country Partnership 
Framework (CPF) for India that is in line with Government of India’s 
objectives of high, sustainable and inclusive growth. 

 It is aimed at supporting India’s transition to higher middle-income 
country by addressing some of its key development priorities 
resource efficient and inclusive growth, job creation and building 
human capital. 
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 India is well-positioned to become a high middle-income country by 
2030 as it has posted incredible growth and development over last 
several decades. 

 
Mayuri Lute won India’s first Gold in Women’s Junior 500 metres race at 

5th edition of the Track Asia Cup cycling tournament 
 Mayuri Lute won India’s first Gold in the Women’s Junior 500 metres 

race at the 5th edition of the Track Asia Cup cycling tournament in 
New Delhi. 

 The Indian men’s junior team performed as expected in the team 
sprint event won gold by defeating Kazakhstan. 

 With this, India won 3 Gold, 3Silver and a Bronze on the opening day 
of the tournament. 

 
RBI shortlists 5 IT firms for implementation of CIMS 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) shortlisted five IT firms for 
implementation of Centralised Information and Management System 
(CIMS) for seamless data collection and validations. 

 These five IT firms are Infosys, Tata Consultancy Services (TCS), 
Capgemini Technology Services India, IBM India and Larsen & Toubro 
Infotech. 

 These five firms were selected based on expression of interest (EOI) 
notified by RBI in July 2018 for identification of solution provider for 
implementation of CIMS by overhauling its Data Warehouse (DW). 

 CMIS will include seamless data collection from regulated entities by 
creating system-to-system interface, system driven data validation 
and data review, flexible and scalable data repository and providing 
data dissemination platform. 

 
PM Modi inaugurates Sikkim’s first airport in Pakyong 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Pakyong Airport in 
Sikkim on Sept 24, nine years after the foundation stone was laid. 

 The airport is the hilly state’s first and only airport. 
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 It will improve connectivity and benefit the people of 
Sikkim.Currently, the nearest airport for the people of Sikkim is 124 
kilometre (km) away in Bagdogra, West Bengal. 

 The foundation stone for the greenfield airport was laid in Pakyong in 
2009, which is around 33 km from Gangtok — the state capital. 

 The airport is located around 60 km from the Indo-China border. 
 It is constructed by the Airports Authority of India (AAI). 
 The project cost is Rs 553 crore. 

 
BSNL signs deal with Softbank, NTT 

 State-run telecom firm BSNL has inked a pact with Japan’s Softbank 
and NTT Communications to roll out 5G and internet of things (IoT) 
technology in India. 

 Under the agreement, BSNL will look at solution specially for the 
smart cities. 

 3G was launched in India after seven years the technology was 
available in other foreign markets and 4G services after four years’ 
lag but 5G will be launched in India in 2020 as soon the standards are 
freezed by ITU. 

 The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India has recommended the 
auction of about 8,644 MHz of telecom frequencies at an estimated 
base price of ₹ 4.9 lakh crore. 

 The govt is yet to finalise details of allocation of spectrum for 5G 
services.Under the agreement with Softbank, BSNL will look at 
collaborating with the Japanese firm for its satellite constellation 
which will have around 900 satellites to provide high speed internet 
services across the globe. 

 BSNL has signed an agreement with Nokia and Cisco as well for 
developing 5G ecosystem. 

 
PM Modi launches world’s largest health insurance scheme 
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 Prime Minister Narendra Modi rolled out the Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana-Ayushman Bharat from, and termed it a ‘game-
changer initiative to serve the poor’. 

 PMJAY-Ayushman Bharat is the biggest government-sponsored 
healthcare scheme in the world. 

 The number of beneficiaries is almost equal to the population of 
Canada, Mexico and the US taken together. 

 The magnitude of the scheme could be gauged from the fact that more 
than 1,300 ailments are covered under it, including heart diseases, 
kidney and liver disorders and diabetes. 

 The health scheme will set an example for countries across the world. 
 

PM Narendra Modi inaugurates Jharsuguda Airport in Odisha 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated new airport in 

Jharsuguda – also known as the powerhouse of Odisha. 
 PM also flagged off the UDAN flight on Jharsuguda-Raipur sector. 
 It is first airport in Odisha to provide necessary connectivity to 

Bhubaneswar, Raipur and Ranchi under Regional 
Connectivity Scheme (RCS)-UDAN (UdeDesh Ka AamNaagrik) 
Scheme. 

 Other than Jharsuguda, three more airports are being developed in 
Odisha namely, Jeypore (Koraput District) to provide connectivity to 
remote and far flung areas of coastal state under Regional 
Connectivity Scheme. 

 Jharsuguda is the second airport of Odisha after Bhubaneswar to 
become operational. 

 It has been developed by Airports Authority of India (AAI) in 
collaboration with Odisha Govt. 

 The airport is spread across over 1027.5 acres of land. 
 Area of its terminal Building is around 4000 sqm. 

 
BRICS bank approves $525 million loan 
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 The New Development Bank (NDB) of the BRICS countries has 
approved a $525-million loan to Madhya Pradesh for infrastructure 
projects. 

 The Board of Directors of the NDB approved $350-million loan for the 
Major District Roads Project II of Madhya Pradesh and $175 million 
for building and upgrading 350 bridges. 

 The loan will be used by the Indian govt for on-lending to the Madhya 
Pradesh government for rehabilitating major district roads with a 
total length of about 2,000 km to improve the connectivity of the 
rural interior with the national and state highway networks. 

 It will improve the road conditions and enhance the transport 
capacity, which will lead to a less travel time, reduced vehicle-
operating cost, reduced emissions and improved road safety. 

 The NDB will also provide a $175-million loan to the Madhya Pradesh 
Bridges Project, under which 350 bridges will be built or upgraded. 

 The NDB was set up by the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South 
Africa) nations to promote green and infrastructure projects in the 
member countries. 

 
Dr Harsh Vardhan inaugurates air pollution control device WAYU in 

Delhi 
 Environment Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan inaugurated air pollution 

control device Wind Augmentation Purifying Unit, WAYU, at ITO in 
New Delhi. 

 The device WAYU is developed by Council of Science and Industrial 
Research to mitigate air pollution at traffic junctions. 

 Along with particulate matter, the device will remove poisonous 
gases such as volatile organic compounds and carbon monoxide. 

 This device works on two principles mainly wind generation for 
dilution of air pollutants and active pollutants removal. 

 
AP, Odisha and MP Bag Award Under Amrut 
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 Andhra Pradesh has topped the charts followed by Odisha and 
Madhya Pradesh among States in terms of “Ease of Living Index” 
rankings launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs 
(MoHUA). 

 The three States were awarded the three best performing States 
under Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 
(AMRUT) at the National Dissemination Workshop on Ease of Living 
Index, 2018. 

 Ease of Living Index is a Transformative Initiative of the Ministry to 
help Cities Assess Their Liveability like National & Global 
Benchmarks. 

 “Ease of Living Index” is a Move Towards an ‘Outcome-Based’ 
Approach to Urban Planning & Management. 

 
Luka Modric and Marta win Fifa player of the year awards in London 

 Luka Modric has been named the Fifa men’s footballer of the year at a 
ceremony in London, with Brazil’s Marta crowned the world’s best 
female player. 

 He is the first player other than Cristiano Ronaldo or Lionel Messi to 
win the Fifa award since Kaká in 2007. 

 Modric won the award, officially called The Best Fifa Men’s Player, 
ahead of his former Real Madrid teammate Ronaldo, with the 
Liverpool forward Mohamed Salah third. 

 France’s Kylian Mbappé finished fourth with Lionel Messi in fifth 
place. 

 The Tottenham and England striker Harry Kane finished 10th in the 
vote. 

 
Sinisuka Ginting & Carolina Marin won China open 

 Indonesia’s Anthony Sinisuka Ginting beat Japan’s Kento Momota to 
take the Men’s singles China Open Badminton title in Changzhou. 

 Spain’s Carolina Marin beat China’s Chen Yufei to take the women’s 
singles title. 
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 The 3rd seed, Momota who took the Japan Open title on home ground 
last week, was beaten by world number 13th Ginting. 

 
Sept 27 : World Tourism Day 

 The World Tourism Day (WTD) is being observed every year on Sept 
27 to raise awareness about importance of tourism. 

 2018 theme: Tourism and the Digital Transformation. 
 The day aims to foster awareness among international community of 

importance of tourism and its social, cultural, political and economic 
value. 

 
Sept 25: Antyodaya Diwas 

 Antyodaya Diwas has been observed across the country on Sept 25 to 
mark the birth anniversary of Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, a noted 
philosopher, historian and political activist. 

 Antyodaya means uplifting of the weakest section of the society. 
 Several activities including blood donation camps, seminar, symposia 

were organised on this occasion across the country. 
 Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya was well-known political personality 

and thoughtful philosopher. 
 He was coordinator and famous leader of Jan Sangh, which is 

considered precursor to BJP (Bharatiya Janata Party). 
 He was critic of both capitalism and communism. 

 
Prime Minister Modi gets UN’s highest environmental honour 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been awarded with the UN’s 

highest environmental honour, also given to five other individuals 
and organisations, for his leadership of the International Solar 
Alliance and pledge to eliminate single use plastic by 2022. 

 Six of the world’s most outstanding environmental changemakers 
have been recognised with the Champions of the Earth Award. 

 French President Emmanuel Macron and Modi have been jointly 
recognised in the Policy Leadership category for their pioneering 
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work in championing the International Solar Alliance and promoting 
new areas of levels of cooperation on environmental action, including 
Macron’s work on the Global Pact for the Environment and Modi’s 
unprecedented pledge to eliminate all single-use plastic in India by 
2022. 

 Cochin International Airport was honoured with the award for 
Entrepreneurial Vision, for its leadership in the use of sustainable 
energy. 

 China’s Zhejiang’s Green Rural Revival Programme is awarded for 
Inspiration and Action for the transformation of a once heavily 
polluted area of rivers and streams in East China’s Zhejiang province. 

 
National Orientation workshop held in New Delhi 

 Union Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs held two-day National 
Orientation workshop on National e-Vidhan Application (NeVA) in 
New Delhi. 

 It has been inaugurated by Union Minister of State for Parliamentary 
Affairs Arjun Ram Meghwal. 

 New website of NeVA was also launched. 
 It is aimed to encourage all State Legislatures to move towards e-

Vidhan platform and bring in transparency, accountability and 
responsiveness in their conduct of business. 

 It included technical sessions and group discussions. 
 National e-Vidhan Application (NeVA) is initiative of Ministry of 

Parliamentary Affairs. 
 It aims to make all legislatures in the country paperless by making 

proceedings of houses digital. 
 NeVA serves as ‘One Nation, One Application’ by bringing uniformity 

of database for easy and effective engagement of citizens with Govt. 
 It will bring legislatures closer to citizens, thereby taking decisive 

step in achievement of substantive democracy. 
 

NDB approved $525-million loan to Madhya Pradesh 
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 The New Development Bank (NDB) of the BRICS countries approved 
a $525-million loan to Madhya Pradesh for infrastructure projects. 

 The loan will be used by the Indian government for on-lending to the 
Madhya Pradesh government for rehabilitating major district roads 
with a total length of about 2,000 km to improve the connectivity of 
the rural interior with the national and state highway networks. 

 It will improve the road conditions and enhance the transport 
capacity, which will lead to a less travel time, reduced vehicle-
operating cost, reduced emissions and improved road safety. 

 The NDB will also provide a $ 175-million loan to the Madhya 
Pradesh Bridges Project, under which 350 bridges will be built or 
upgraded. 

 The NDB was set up by the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South 
Africa) nations to promote green and infrastructure projects in the 
member countries. 

 
One of three corridor of Hyderabad Metro Rail (HMR) project completed 

 L&T Metro Rail Hyderabad Limited commissioned a 16 km stretch of 
elevated metro & hence completed one full stretch of the three 
corridor Hyderabad Metro Rail (HMR) project. 

 The total stretch of Hyderabad metro will be 46 km. 
 With this, it has become the 2nd largest operational metro rail 

network in India after the Delhi Metro. 
 The HMR project is also the world’s largest Public-Private 

Partnership (PPP) project. 
 The Govt spent close to Rs. 3,000 crore for land acquisition, road 

widening and shift of utilities, while L&T Metro Rail Hyderabad 
(L&TMRH) invested more than Rs. 12,000 crore. 

 
Ministry of Information & Broadcasting joins SDG Media Compact 
 The Union Ministry of Information and Broadcasting joined SDG 

Media Compact aimed at advancing awareness of Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 
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 SDG Media Compact is initiative of United Nations, in collaboration 
with UN Foundation. 

 It is alliance of news and entertainment media and it is committing to 
work with United Nations to foster public discourse and spur action 
on SGDs. 

 It seeks to inspire media and entertainment companies around 
the world to leverage their resources and creative talent to advance 
SDGs adopted by all world leaders at UN in 2015. 

 SDGs are 17 global non-binding goals featuring 169 targets to be 
implemented from 2015 to 2030. 

 
Andhra Pradesh topped charts among States in terms of ‘2018 Ease of 

Living Index’ rankings 
 Andhra Pradesh has topped the charts among States in terms of ‘2018 

Ease of Living Index’ rankings launched by the Ministry of Housing 
and Urban Affairs (MoHUA). 

 Odisha and Madhya Pradesh bagged second and third best 
performing awards. 

 The Ease of Living Index is a transformative initiative of the Ministry 
under AMRUT (Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban 
Transformation). 

 The index seeks to assist cities in undertaking a 360-degree 
assessment of their strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and 
threats. 

 
Ibrahim Mohamed Solih won 2018 presidential election of Maldives 

 Opposition leader Ibrahim Mohamed Solih has won the 2018 
presidential election of Maldives. 

 He will take office on Nov 17, 2018, after having defeated President 
Abdulla Yameen in the election. 

 The Maldives is a key battleground in the rivalry between China and 
India. 
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Carolina Marin won women’s singles 2018 China Open badminton 
 Carolina Marin from Spain won the women’s singles 2018 China Open 

badminton title. 
 In the final, she defeated Chen Yufei in Changzhou, China. 
 Earlier, in 2018, she won the BWF World Championships for the third 

time and became the first ever female badminton athlete to have 
achieved this feat. 

 
ADB approves US $150 million loan for establishing first multi-skills 

park in MP 
 Multilateral lender Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved US 

$150 million loan for establishing first multi-skills park in central 
Indian state of Madhya Pradesh. 

 This new flagship GSP campus will be established in state capital 
Bhopal from where about 20,000 people are expected to be benefited. 

 The multi-skills park will be equipped with international training 
facilities to enhance quality of Madhya Pradesh’s technical and 
vocational education and training (TVET) system. 

 ADB’s assistance will help open up opportunities to the men and 
women of Madhya Pradesh to gain high-level skills that increase their 
employability and capacity to contribute to growth. 

 Madhya Pradesh has one of the largest working-age populations in 
India with labour force expected to expand from 48 million in 2016 to 
56 million in 2026. 

 
G4 Ministers from India, Brazil, Germany, Japan review UNSC reform 

 G-4 Nations viz. India, Brazil, Germany and Japan have voiced concern 
over lack of substantive progress in long-pending United Nations 
Security Council (UNSC) reform. 

 It has been convened during meeting of Ministers from four G4 
Countries which was hosted by External Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj at Indian Mission to UN to review the reform progress. 
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 The G4 nations support each other’s bids for permanent seats to 
United Nations Security Council. 

 The primary aim of G4 nations is permanent member seats on 
Security Council. 

 Each of these four countries have figured among elected non-
permanent members of UNSC since UN’s establishment. 

 The economic and political influence of these four has grown 
significantly in last decades, reaching scope comparable to 
five permanent members (P5) of UNSC viz. US, China, Russia, United 
Kingdom and France. 

 
Argentina gets biggest loan in IMF’s history at $57 bn 

 Argentina has received the biggest loan package ever from the 
International Monetary Fund, aimed at shoring up the country’s ailing 
finances: a whopping $57.1 bn that will be disbursed over the next 
three years. 

 This is the biggest loan in the history of the IMF. 
 It was announced by International Monetary Fund director, Christine 

Lagarde in New York. 
 The loan – $15bn of which has already been received by Argentina – 

comes with stringent conditions, including a commitment to a zero 
deficit for 2019. 

 Argentina had initially secured $50bn in a deal worked out in June 
after the South American country was battered by a currency crisis, a 
run on the peso and double-digit inflation. 

 
Senior IPS officer Rajni Kant Misra appointed DG of BSF 

 Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) appointed senior IPS 
officer Rajni Kant Misra as Director General of Border Security Force 
(BSF). 

 He has been tasked to head BSF for period up to his superannuation 
on Aug 31, 2019. 

 He succeeds K K Sharma, who will retire at the end of this month. 
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NITI Aayog inks SoI with Oracle 

 NITI Aayog singed Statement of Intent (SoI) with Oracle to pilot real 
drug supply-chain using blockchain distributed ledger and Internet of 
Things (IoT) software to fight growing problem of counterfeit drugs 
in India. 

 Strides Pharma Sciences and Apollo Hospitals will partner for the 
supply-chain. 

 Blockchain technology will help to permanently register drug’s 
record in manufacturer’s drug supply chain (serial number, scanning, 
labelling). 

 It will leave no scope for record tampering. 
 

Second Anniversary of Surgical Strike celebrated as Parakram Parv 
 Second Anniversary of Surgical Strike has been celebrated as 

Parakram Parv or Surgical Strike Day on Sept 29 – 30, 2018 by Indian 
Army to showcase gallant action of brave Army in the conduct of 
Surgical Strikes on Sept 29, 2016. 

 The day was also marked to remember sacrifice of soldiers 
during ‘Uri incident’. 

 The Parakram Parv celebrations inaugurated by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at ‘Combined Commanders’ Conference in Jodhpur, 
Rajasthan. 

 Surgical Strike is essentially swift and targeted attack on specific 
target that aims to neutralise them while ensuring minimum 
collateral damage to surrounding areas, general public infrastructure, 
vehicles, buildings, utilities and most importantly civilians. 

 Surgical strikes are part of India’s Cold Start doctrine and have 
proved effective in foiling new infiltration bid by terrorists groups 
across LoC from Pakistani side who mainly attack several locations in 
Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) and other metro cities in India. 
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NITI Aayog and UN sign Sustainable Development Framework for 2018-
2022 

 NITI Aayog and United Nations in India signed Sustainable 
Development Framework for 2018-2022. 

 The framework is reflection of commitment and efforts made by India 
towards attaining Sustainable Development Goals. 

 India-UN Sustainable Development Framework (UNSDF) 2018-2022 
outlines development cooperation strategy between Union 
Government and United Nations Country Team in India in support of 
achievement of India’s key national development priorities and 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

 
2nd Global RE-INVEST India-ISA Partnership 2018 to be held in New 

Delhi 
 The 2nd Global RE-INVEST India-ISA Partnership 2018 is going to be 

held in New Delhi. 
 The 2nd Global RE-INVEST will also host the First Assembly of 

International Solar Alliance (ISA). 
 As per the Paris Accord on Climate Change (PACC), India made a 

pledge that by 2030, 40% of the installed power generation capacity 
should be based on fossil fuel based sources. 

 It is determined that 175 GW of renewable energy capacity will be 
installed by 2022. 

 
Govt launches Rail heritage digitisation project in collaboration with 

Google 
 The Union Railway Ministry has launched Rail Heritage Digitisation 

Project in collaboration with Google Arts and Culture Association. 
 It can be accessed at 

“https://artsandculture.google.com/project/indian-railways”. 
 It is first-of-its-kind project that aims to showcase India’s rail heritage 

to the national and international audience in an online story-telling 
platform. 

https://artsandculture.google.com/project/indian-railways
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 The collaboration of Google Art and Culture and Indian Railways 
under this project was able  digitise National Rail Museum, Rewari 
Steam Centre, three World Heritage Railways, CSMT Mumbai building 
and other prominent aspects of country’s rail heritage. 

 
Vice president M. Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated Smart City Expo India-

2018 in Jaipur 
 Vice president M. Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated Smart City Expo India-

2018 in Jaipur, Rajasthan. 
 It aims to have discussions among different experts and groups to 

utilize benefits of new technology, town planning, capacity 
management, challenges before socio-economic development and 
development of networking in the Smart City sector. 

 
Govt and Google launch campaign to review public toilets 

 The Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs partnered with 
Google to launch Loo Review campaign on Google Map. 

 The joint campaign has been launched under aegis of Swachh Bharat 
Mission – Urban (SBM–U). 

 It will run throughout Oct and Nov 2018 in an effort to increase 
awareness and ease of locating public toilets across India. 

 The campaign aims to encourage all local guides in India to rate and 
review public toilets on Google Maps. 

 500 plus cities in India with more than 30,000 toilets with name of 
‘SBM Toilet’ are currently live on Google Maps. 

 The campaign will involve and engage Local Guides in India to rate 
and review public toilets on Google Maps. 
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Follow our Blog for Regular Updates:- Ambitious Baba 
Like & Follow our Facebook Page:- Click here 

Join our Facebook Group:- Click Here 

Telegram Group:- Click Here 
Subscribe our YouTube channel:- Click Here 

Follow us on Twitter:- Click Here 
Join us on Linked In:- Click Here 

 

“Thanks & Be Ambitious” 
All the best for your Mains Exams  

 

http://www.ambitiousbaba.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BankPoClerk/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2148759855448538/?source_id=117234085093214
https://t.me/joinchat/J8jQkg8azrnOjC1LiWFvJg
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl370PU0z-VwXOgqJr_Pttw?sub_confirmation=1
https://twitter.com/BabaAmbitious
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ambitious-baba-059b3116b/

