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James P. Allison and Tasuku Honjo awarded 2018 Nobel Prize in 
Physiology or Medicine 

 The 2018 Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine has been jointly awarded to two 
immunologists James P. Allison (US) and Tasuku Honjo (Japan) for their 
discovery of Immune checkpoint therapy i.e. cancer therapy by inhibition of 
negative immune regulation. 

 It has been announced by Nobel Assembly at Sweden’s Karolinska Institute.  
 Both immunologists had figured out entirely new principle for cancer therapy by 

stimulating the ability of immune system to attack tumour or cance cells more 
quickly, unlike traditional forms of cancer treatment that directly target cancer 
cells. 

 
Frances Arnold, George Smith and Gregory Winter win 2018 Nobel 
Chemistry Prize 

 The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences selected US scientists Frances Arnold 
and George Smith and British researcher Gregory Winter for the 2018 Nobel 
Prize in Chemistry. 

 They were selected for harnessing power of evolution to develop enzymes and 
antibodies that have led to new pharmaceuticals and biofuels. 

 Chemistry was third of this year’s Nobel Prizes.  
 Frances Arnold shared the half price and George Smith and Gregory Winter share 

other half of the prize. 
 Frances Arnold was awarded for conducting the first directed evolution of 

enzymes, leading to more environmentally friendly manufacturing of chemicals, 
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including drugs, and in production of renewable fuels. 
 She is the fifth woman to win a chemistry Nobel in the prize’s 117-year history. 

 
Denis Mukwege, Nadia Murad jointly awarded 2018 Nobel Peace Prize 

 Norwegian Nobel Committee has selected Dr. Denis Mukwege, Nadia Murad 
jointly awarded 2018 Nobel Peace Prize. 

 They were given award for their efforts to end use of sexual violence as a weapon 
of war and armed conflict. 

 Dr. Denis Mukwege is Congolese gynecological surgeon. 
 He was awarded prize for defending victims of war-time sexual violence. 
 Nadia Murad was one of the thousand Yazidi women who were abucted, abused 

and raped by IS (Islamic State) and kept in captivity. 
 Following her escape from IS, Nadia Murad spoke about assault faced by her. 
 She was one of rape victim who came out in public about abuse she and other 

women underwent. 
 She has shown uncommon courage in recounting her own sufferings and 

speaking up on behalf of other victims. 
 In 2016, Murad was named UN’s first Goodwill Ambassador for Dignity of 

Survivors of Human Trafficking. 

 
Oct 01: World Habitat Day 

 The World Habitat Day has been observed every year on first Monday of October 
all over the world. 

 This year it was observed on Oct 01, 2018 with the theme ‘Municipal Solid Waste 
Management’. 

 It aims to reflect on state of cities and towns and basic human right to adequate 
shelter. 

 It also aims to remind world of its collective responsibility for habitat of future 
generations. 

Oct 01: International Day of Older Persons 
 The International Day of Older Persons (IDOP) is observed every year on Oct 01 

to raise awareness about issues affecting elderly and to appreciate contributions 
that older people make to society. 

 2018 theme:’ Celebrating Older Human Rights Champions’.  
 It seeks to raise awareness about issues affecting elderly, such as senescence and 

elder abuse. 
 The theme reaffirms commitment to promoting full and equal enjoyment of all 

human rights and fundamental freedoms by older persons to celebrated 70th 
anniversary of Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). 

Oct 01 : International Coffee Day 
 The International Coffee Day is observed every year on Oct 01 to promote and 

celebrate coffee as beverage. 
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 International Coffee Organization had chosen special theme for this year 
celebration: ‘Women in Coffee’. 

 The day marks global celebration of coffee’s journey from farm to your local shop 
and opportunity to honour men and women who grow and harvest coffee. 

 This year’s theme aimed at highlighting important role played by women in 
whole coffee chain as men, from planting seeds to processing to trading to 
brewing and drinking it. 

 India is 6th largest coffee producer in the world with 4% share after Brazil, 
Vietnam, Colombia, Indonesia and Ethiopia. 

 Karnataka (54%), Kerala (19%) and Tamil Nadu (8%) are largest coffee 
producing states. 

 India accounts for only 4-5% of world’s coffee output, but exports 70-80% of its 
produce. 

 Italy, Russia and Germany are the top three buyers of Indian coffee. 

IMF, World Bank and WTO launch Reinvigorating Trade and Inclusive 
Growth Report 

 International Monetary Fund (IMF), World Bank and World Trade Organization 
have collectively launched report titled ‘Reinvigorating Trade and Inclusive 
Growth’. 

 All three international organisations have sought liberalisation of global service 
sector, asserting that barriers to these services trade currently is roughly as high 
as those to trade in goods about a half century ago. 

 The limited opening of service sectors to foreign competition impedes trade and 
productivity growth throughout sector and broader economy. 

President gives assent to Karnataka Good Samaritan Protection Bill, 
2016 

 President Ram Nath Kovind has given assent to Karnataka Good Samaritan and 
Medical Professional (Protection and Regulation during Emergency Situations) 
Bill, 2016 under Article 200 of Constitution. 

 Karnataka has now become first state give legal protection to good Samaritans 
who help accidents victims with emergency medical care within golden hour. 

 The law will ensure that good samaritans are not harassed in any manner and 
face any criminal or civil liability. 

 It aims to give protection to good samaritans and ensure immediate medical 
assistance for road accident victims within golden hour. 

 It also seeks encourage people to offer first aid to victims without fear of 
harassment in hands of police and investigations. 

 Golden hour in medical term is the first hour after traumatic injury when 
emergency treatment is very crucial. 

India, Uzbekistan sign 17 agreements 
 India and Uzbekistan have inked 17 agreements including for cooperation in the 

fields of tourism, national security, training of diplomats, against trafficking and 
visa free travel for diplomatic passport holders. 
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 These agreements have been signed after delegation level talks Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Uzbekistan’s President Shavkat Mirziyoyev in New Delhi.  

 Both countries also agreed to hold joint military training exercise in area of 
counter-terrorism, cooperate in field of military education and military medicine, 
set up Joint Working Group (JWG) to support and sustain enhanced, mutually-
beneficial defence-related activities. 

 They have also decided to institute a regular dialogue on Afghanistan.  

Govt launches SATAT initiative 
 The Union Ministry of Petroleum & Natural Gas has launched Sustainable 

Alternative Towards Affordable Transportation (SATAT) aimed at providing 
sustainable alternative towards affordable transportation. 

 It was launched with PSU Oil Marketing Companies (OMCs i.e. IOC, BPCL and 
HPCL). 

 

India ranks 5th in world terms of largest pictorial warning on cigarette 
packs 

 India has been ranked 5th among 206 countries in Cigarette Package Health 
Warnings: International Status Report 2018 released by Canadian Cancer Society. 

 The ranking of the countries was in terms of largest pictorial warning on 
cigarette packs. 

 In India, 85% of both sides of cigarette packets are covered with warnings.  
 Timor-Leste topped the list and has the largest warnings on cigarette packages in 

the world with 92.5% on front and back, followed by Nepal and Vanuatu with 
90% and New Zealand at fourth with 87.5%. 

 India secured the fifth rank jointly with Hong Kong and Thailand for 85% 
warnings. 

Indian-American Gita Gopinath appointed as Chief Economist of IMF 
 India-born economist, Gita Gopinath has been appointed Chief Economist of 

International Monetary Fund (IMF). 
 She will take over as IMF chief economist after Maurice Obstfeld retires in Dec 

2018. 
 It makes her second Indian after former RBI governor Raghuram Rajan to hold 

the position. 

Oct 02: International Day of Non-Violence 
 The International Day of Non-violence is celebrated every year on Oct 02 

throughout world on birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, leader of Indian 
independence movement and also pioneer of philosophy of non-violence 
(ahimsa). 

 The day seeks to promote principles of non-violence through education and 
public awareness and is observed by all countries of the UN. 

 In India, this day is celebrated as Gandhi Jayanti. 
 This year it was 149th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.  

PM inaugurates 1st Assembly of ISA in New Delhi 
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 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated first Assembly of International 
Solar Alliance (ISA) in New Delhi. 

 It also marked inauguration of second Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) 
Renewable Energy Ministerial Meeting and second Global RE-Invest (Renewable 
Energy Investors’ Meet and Expo). 

 United Nations Secretary General Antonio Guterres was present on the occasion. 
 International Solar Alliance (ISA) is an alliance dedicated to the promotion of 

solar energy among its member countries. 
 ISA is headquartered at Gurugram, India. 
 The main objective of ISA is to include global deployment of over 1,000GW of 

solar generation capacity and mobilisation of investment of over US$ 1000 billion 
into solar energy by 2030. 

 It seeks to facilitate deployment of existing solar technologies at scale, and 
promoting collaborative solar R&D and capacity building. 

 Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) was set up with objective of strengthening 
regional cooperation and sustainable development within Indian Ocean Region 
with 21 member states and 7 Dialogue Partners. 

Odisha Govt launches food security scheme 
 Odisha Govt has launched State Food Security Scheme (SFSS) to benefit the 25 

lakh poor people who were left out of the National Food Security Act (NFSA). 
 It has been launched by Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik on the occasion of 

Gandhi Jayanti (Oct 02) in four districts – Bolangir, Balasore, Sundergarh and 
Mayurbhanj. 

 In the rest of the parts of state, the scheme was launched bystate’s MPs and 
MLAs. 

 The main beneficiary of this scheme will be vulnerable populace of state who 
were excluded from coverage under NFSA. 

 Under it, beneficiaries will get 5 kg of rice per person per month at rate of Rs. 1 
per kg. 

 National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013 aims to provide subsidized food grains 
to approximately two thirds of the population (75% in rural areas nd 50% in 
urban areas). 

 Pregnant women and lactating mothers and children are entitled to get meals 
under prescribed nutrition by MDM and ICDS. 

 Under it, high nutrition food is provided to children from age group of 6 months 
to 14 years. 

 Pregnant women and lactating mothers are be entitled to get maternity benefit of 
not less than Rs. 6,000. 

World’s largest dome inaugurated in Pune 
 The world’s largest dome has been inaugurated at Maharashtra Institute of 

Technology (MIT)’s World Peace University (MIT-WPU) campus at Loni Kalbhor, 
Pune (Maharashtra). 

 It has been inaugurated by Vice President Venkaiah Naidu along with Peace 
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Center on the occasion of 150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi.  
 World Peace Monument dome has been built atop MIT World Peace Library and 

World Peace Prayer Hall, which are named after 13th century poet-saint and 
philosopher Dnyaneshwar who was pivotal figure of Bhakti movement in 
Maharashtra. 

Govt inks $150 Million loan agreement with ADB 
 Govt inked US $150 million loan agreement with multilateral lender Asian 

Development Bank (ADB) for establishing India’s first Global Skills Park park in 
Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. 

 It will have training facilities focusing on skills for manufacturing, service and 
advanced agricultural jobs, benefitting about 20,000 trainees and trainers. 

 Global Skills Park (GSP) will be equipped with international training facilities to 
enhance the quality of Madhya Pradesh’s Technical and Vocational Education and 
Training (TVET) system. 

IAF successfully conducts series of flight trials of Astra Beyond Visual 
Range Air-to-Air Missile 

 Indian Air Force (IAF) successfully undertaken series of flight trials of Astra 
Beyond Visual Range Air-to-Air Missile (BVR-AAM) from Sept 26 to Oct 03, 2018. 

 Astra is air to air beyond visual range air-to-air indigenously developed by 
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). 

 It is one of the smallest weapon system developed by DRDO, having length of 3.8-
metre and weighing 154kg. 

 It is single stage solid fuelled missile and has payload capacity of 15 kg 
conventional explosives. 

 

SC judge Madan Bhimarao Lokur appointed Executive Chairman of 
NALSA 

 President Ramnath Kovind appointed senior judge of Supreme Court Madan 
Bhimarao Lokur as Executive Chairman of National Legal Services Authority of 
India (NALSA). 

 He was appointed by President in exercise of power conferred under Clause (b) 
of sub-section (2) of Section 3 of the Legal Authorities Act, 1987. 

 NALSA provides for free legal aid inter-alia to all persons in custody. 
 

Joint Maritime Exercise between Indian, Brazilian and South African 
Navies held 

 The sixth edition of IBSAMAR, a joint multi–national maritime exercise between 
Indian, Brazilian and South African Navies has been held at Simons Town, South 
Africa. 

 It aims to undertake collective training for participating navies, building 
interoperability and mutual understanding as well as sharing of best practices. 

 IBSA is international tripartite grouping for promoting international cooperation 
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among India, Brazil, South Africa. 
 It aims at galvanizing South-South cooperation and greater understanding 

between three important continents of developing world form Africa, Asia and 
South America. 

  The last edition of IBSAMAR V was conducted off Goa, India in Feb 2016 and all 
previous exercises were held in South Africa. 

PM Narendra Modi conferred UNEP Champions of Earth Award 2018 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been conferred with United Nation’s 

Champions of the Earth Award by UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres at 
ceremony in Delhi. 

 He is among the six winners who received this award. 
 International Solar Alliance (ISA) and promoting new areas of cooperation on 

environmental action. 
 Champions of Earth Award is UN’s highest environmental recognition celebrating 

exceptional figures from public and private sectors and from civil society, whose 
actions have had transformative positive impact on the environment. 

 

Arthur Ashkin, Gerard Mourou and Donna Strickland win 2018 Nobel 
Physics Prize 

 The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences selected three scientists Arthur Ashkin 
(USA), Gerard Mourou (France) and Donna Strickland (Canada) for the 2018 
Nobel Prize in Physics. 

 They have been selected for groundbreaking inventions in the field of laser 
physics. 

 Arthur Ashkin received the half prize and remaining half was shared equally by 
Gérard Mourou and Donna Strickland. 

 With this, Strickland became third woman to have received Nobel Prize in 
Physics, after Marie Curie in 1903 and Maria Goeppert Mayer in 1963. 

 

Justice Ranjan Gogoi sworn in as 46th Chief Justice of India 
 Justice Ranjan Gogoi was sworn-in as 46th Chief Justice of India. 
 He was administered oath of the office by President Ram Nath Kovind.  
 With this, Justice Ranjan Gogoi is the first Chief Justice of India from the north-

east. 
 He succeeded CJI Dipak Misra who retired from the office. 
 He will have tenure of about 13 months, from Oct 03, 2018 till his retirement on 

Nov 17, 2019. 
 

Fourth Bi-monthly Monetary Policy Statement, 2018-19 
 The Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in its 

‘Fourth Bi-monthly Monetary Policy Statement, 2018-19’ on Oct 05 has decided 
to hold the key policy rate at 6.5% in the fourth bimonthly policy review. 

 However, it changed the stance to hawkish, to focus on ‘calibrated tightening’ 
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against ‘neutral’ earlier. 
 The reverse repo rate is at 6.25 per cent. 
 RBI has retained GDP growth for 2018-19 at 7.4% as projected in the August 

resolution. 

SIDBI launches national level entrepreneurship awareness campaign 
 Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) has launched Udyam 

Abhilasha, a national level entrepreneurship awareness campaign. 
 It has been launched in 115 Aspirational Districts identified by NITI Aayog in 28 

States. 
 It will run from Oct 03 to Oct 08, 2018 across India and reach out to around 

15,000 youth. 
 It will create and strengthen cadre of more than 800 trainers to provide 

entrepreneurship training to aspiring youths across these districts to enter 
admired segment of entrepreneurs. 

 Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI), headquartered in Lucknow, 
is principal development financial institution for promotion, financing and 
development of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector in India.  

2nd Global Renewable Energy Investment Meeting and Expo held in 
Noida 

 The second Global Renewable Energy Investment Meeting and Expo (REINVEST- 
2018) has been organised by Ministry of New and Renewable Energy in Noida 
from Oct 03 to 05, 2018. 

 It has been inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the presence of 
Secretary General of United Nations Antonio Guterres. 

 2nd Global RE-INVEST also hosted First Assembly of International Solar Alliance 
(ISA) and Meeting of the Energy Ministers of Indian Ocean Rim Association 
(IORA) countries. 

 RE-Invest is global platform to explore strategies for development and 
deployment of renewables. 

 It was built upon success of RE-Invest 2015 and was organized by Ministry of 
New and Renewable Energy (MNRE). 

India ranked 28th on government’s adoption of e-payments in 2018 
 India has been ranked 28th among 73 countries in 2018 Government e-Payments 

Adoption Ranking (GEAR). 
 Norway has topped 2018 GEAR list scoring 89.7 points in seven categories.  
 India has jumped by eight positions in this ranking from 36th in 2011 which 

reinforces country’s progress towards digital transformation.  
 GEAR is an Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) global Index and benchmarking 

study commissioned by financial services corporation Visa.  
 It ranks govts by quantifying their e-payment capabilities based on various 

indicators. 
 India leads B2G category, along with other countries like Australia, Singapore and 

South Korea. 
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21 IORA Countries adopt Delhi Declaration on Renewable Energy 
 21 countries in Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) adopted Delhi Declaration 

on Renewable Energy in Indian Ocean Region. 
 It has been adopted at 2nd IORA Renewable Energy Ministerial Meeting held at 

2nd Global Re-Invest India-ISA Partnership Renewable Energy Investor’s Meet & 
Expo in Greater Noida. 

 Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA) is international organisation consisting of 
coastal states bordering Indian Ocean, established in 1997 to promote 
cooperation in IOR. 

MGISC concluded in New Delhi 
 The Mahatma Gandhi International Sanitation Convention (MGISC) has 

concluded in New Delhi on Oct 02. 
 It aimed to share sanitation success stories and lessons from the participating 

countries. 
 MGISC is organised by the Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation to mark the 

beginning of the 150th birth anniversary celebrations of Mahatma Gandhi. 
 The international conference brings together Sanitation Ministers and other 

leaders in WASH (water, sanitation and hygiene) from around the world. 

Govt nod to establishment of NIMHR in Sehore 
 The Union Cabinet has remodified its earlier decision to establish of National 

Institute of Mental Health Rehabilitation (NIMHR) in Sehore District (Bhopal-
Sehore highway) instead of Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh. 

 It will be the first of its kind in the country in the area of mental health 
rehabilitation. 

 Its objective is to provide rehabilitation services to persons with mental illness, 
capacity development in field of mental health rehabilitation, policy framing and 
advanced research in mental health rehabilitation. 

Govt inks $240 million loan agreement with ADB 
 India and Asian Development Bank (ADB) have signed $240 million loan 

agreement for West Bengal Drinking Water Sector Improvement Project to 
provide safe drinking water to people in three districts of West Bengal.  

 It aims at providing safe and sustainable drinking water to people in Bankura, 
North 24 Parganas and Purba Medinipur affected by arsenic, fluoride and salinity. 

 It will help mitigate health risks from using groundwater with elevated levels of 
arsenic and fluoride that can lead to health problems including cancer and bone 
diseases. 

Assam CM Sarbananda Sonowal hoisted India’s tallest National Flag in 
Guwahati 

 Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal, on the 149th birth anniversary of 
Mahatma Gandhi, hoisted India’s tallest National Flag from the average 
city elevation at the Gandhi Mandap in Guwahati. 

 The 9,600 sq ft flag stands on a 319.5 ft flag pole at Gandhi Mandap, a memorial 
for Mahatma Gandhi atop the Sarania Hill in the heart of Assam’s principal city.  
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 The tip of the flag pole from the base of the hill is about 300 metres that makes it 
the tallest from the mean sea level. 

 It carries a flag of 120×80 feet dimension. 
 The total cost of the National Flag installation project is Rs 2.92 crore, which 

includes operations and maintenance for a period of one year. 

India launches Operation Samudra Maitri 
 India launched massive humanitarian operation ‘Samudra Maitri’ to provide 

assistance to earthquake and tsunami victims in Indonesia. 
 It was launched after telephonic conversation between Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi and Indonesian President Joko Widodo and following Indonesia’s 
acceptance of international aid. 

 India has dispatched two aircraft C-130J and C-17 and three naval ships carrying 
relief material and personnel to the country. 

 Three Indian Navy ships were deployed INS Tir, INS Sujatha and INS Shardul to 
carry out humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR). 

 A shallow earthquake of magnitude 7.5 (richter scale) had struck in neck of 
Minahasa Peninsula, Indonesia on Sept 28, 2018 with its epicentre located in 
mountainous Donggala Regency, Central Sulawesi. 
 

First India-Vietnam Coast Guards exercise held in Bay of Bengal 
 The maiden joint exercise of Coast Guards of India and Vietnam ‘Sahyog HOP TAC 

-2018’ has been held in the Bay of Bengal off the Chennai coast, Tamil Nadu.  
 It aimed at strengthening the working level relationship between coast guards of 

both navies. 
 

Thangvellu Mariyappan named flag-bearer for the 3rd Paralympic Asian 
games 

 Rio Paralympic gold medallist Thangvellu Mariyappan has been named as flag-
bearer of the Indian contingent for the 3rd Paralympic Asian games to be held in 
Jakarta, Indonesia. 
 

 India will field its biggest ever contingent of 302 members including athletes, 
coaches, support staff, escorts and officials. 

India’s and Asia’s first Dolphin Research Centre to come up soon in Patna 
 National Dolphin Research Centre (NDRC) is going to be set up on the banks of 

the Ganga river in Patna University campus in Patna, Bihar. 
 It will be India’s and Asia’s first Dolphin research centre. 
 The announcement was made on the occasion of Dolphin day (October 5), 

observed in Bihar for protection and conservation of Gangetic river dolphin to 
create awareness to save endangered species. 

 NDRC will play important role in strengthening conservation efforts and research 
to save endangered mammal whose population is decreasing. Bihar is home to 
around half of the country’s estimated 3,000 dolphin population. 
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Govt inks $110 million loan agreement with ADB 
 Union Govt has inked $110 million loan agreement with Asian Development Bank 

(ADB) to upgrade all-weather rural roads in Madhya Pradesh 
under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY). 

 It is second tranche of $500 million Second Rural Connectivity Investment 
Programme for India approved by ADB in Dec 2017. 

 It is aimed at improving rural connectivity, safe and efficient access to livelihood 
and socio-economic opportunities for communities in Assam, Chhattisgarh, 
Madhya Pradesh, Odisha and West Bengal. 

 ADB is multilateral lending agency based in Manila, Philippines.  

Govt releases policy on biometric based digital processing of passengers 
at airports 

 Union Ministry of Civil Aviation has released policy on biometric based digital 
processing of passengers at airports called Digi Yatra. 

 It seeks to promote paperless and hassle-free air travel. 

Alphonso mango from 5 districts of Maharashtra gets GI tag 
 Chennai based Geographical Indication Registry and Intellectual Property India 

granted Alphonso mango from 5 districts of Maharashtra gets Geographical 
Indication (GI) tag. 

 These five districts Ratnagiri, Sindhudurg, Palghar, Thane and Raigad are from 
western Konkan coastal region of State. 

 Alphonso has joined list of 325 products from India with GI tag.  
 Alphonso, better known as ‘Hapus’ in Maharashtra is considered as king of 

mangoes. 
 It is best known for its taste and also for pleasant fragrance and vibrant colour. 
 Geographical Indication (GI) is indication used on products that have a specific 

geographical origin and possess qualities or a reputation that are due to that 
origin. 

Swachh Survekshan Grameen Awards 2018 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has conferred Swachh Survekshan Grameen 

Awards 2018 to top ranked states and districts. 
 Haryana ranked as best State, Satara District of Maharashtra ranked as best 

district. 
 Uttar Pradesh was rewarded for maximum citizens’ participation.  
 The awards were given at concluding session of Mahatma Gandhi International 

Sanitation Convention at Rahtrapati Bhawan Cultural Centre. 
 The rankings were based on the National Swachh Survekshan Grameen 2018 of 

the Union Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation. 
 Haryana topped the best state ranking followed by Gujarat and Maharashtra. 
 Satara in Maharashtra topped the best district award followed by Rewari 

(Haryana) and Pedapalli (Telangana). 
 The Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation had commissioned Swachh 

Survekshan Grameen-2018 (SSG 2018) through an independent survey agency to 
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develop ranking of all districts of India on the  basis of quantitative and 
qualitative sanitation (Swachhata) parameters. 

IIT Kharagpur to establish ‘Academy of Leadership’ 
 The IIT Kharagpur (IIT-Kgp) decided to establish an ‘Academy of Leadership, 

which intends to develop innovative programmes combining the core curricula in 
science and engineering disciplines with philosophy and liberal arts.  

 It will be based not only on scientific and technical training, but the teachings of 
ancient philosophies, reasoning, systems engineering and the past successes and 
failures of humanity. 

 It will be called ‘Partha S Ghosh Academy of Leadership’, named after 
management consultant/strategist and philanthropist Partha S Ghosh.  

Cave shrine of Mata Vaishnodevi declared the ‘cleanest religious place’ 
 The cave shrine of Mata Vaishnodevi in Reasi district of Jammu and Kashmir 

(J&K) has been declared the ‘cleanest religious place’ in the country. 
 Mata Vaishno Devi shrine has won the prestigious ‘cleanest religious place’ 

award at Safaigiri Summit and Awards 2018 ceremony organised by the India 
Today Group in Mumbai on the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti.  

 The award has been given in recognition of the significant strides made by the 
shrine board for ensuring sanitation and cleanliness all along the tracks and in 
the entire shrine area. 

10th Biennial International Exhibition & Conference ‘India Chem 2018’ 
held in Mumbai 

 The 10th Biennial International Exhibition & Conference ‘India Chem 2018’ has 
held in Mumbai, Maharashtra. 

 It was jointly organised by the Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals and 
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FICCI). 

 It is one of the largest composite events of Chemicals and Petrochemicals 
industry of the Asia Pacific region. 
 

86th Air Force Day observed 
 86th Indian Air Force (IAF) day has been celebrated on Oct 08 to commemorate 

its official foundation day of the force. 
 It seeks to increase the awareness about the importance of IAF as an important 

part of the national security. 
 It also seeks to pay rich tribute to untiring efforts and supreme sacrifice made by 

air force veterans. 
 IAF is the world’s fourth largest air force (after US, Russia and China) with 

primary responsibility to secure Indian airspace and to conduct aerial warfare 
during conflict. 
 

India ranked 28 in Visa’s 2018 Govt e-Payment Adoption Ranking  
 India ranked 28 among 73 countries in the Visa’s 2018 Government e-Payment 

Adoption Ranking (GEAR). 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl370PU0z-VwXOgqJr_Pttw?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl370PU0z-VwXOgqJr_Pttw?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.facebook.com/BankPoClerk/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2148759855448538/?source_id=117234085093214
https://t.me/joinchat/J8jQkg8azrnOjC1LiWFvJg


Facebook Page Facebook Group Telegram Group 

 

 
w w w . a m b i t i o u s b a b a . c o m  

 

Page 13 

 The 2018 GEAR is an Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) global Index and 
benchmarking study commissioned by Visa. 

 It ranks govts by quantifying their e-payment capabilities based on various 
indicators. 

 Norway leads the pack in the 73-country ranking, followed by France and 
Denmark. 

Gujarat Govt starts vaccination of Gir lions against deadly canine 
distemper virus 

 Gujarat Forest Department started vaccination of lions in Gir sanctuary to protect 
them from a deadly canine distemper virus (CDV) and protozoa infections.  

 The virus is blamed for the death of as many as 23 lions in Gujarat’s Gir sanctuary 
in less than month. 

ISRO, ROSCOSMOS to work together for first Indian manned 
mission 

 Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and Russia’s federal space agency 
Roscosmos State Corporation for Space Activities (ROSCOSMOS) agreed to worked 
together for first manned space mission Gaganyaan. 

 Both space agencies have signed MoU at end of delegation level talks between Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Russian President Vladmir Putin in New Delhi.  

 ROSCOSMOS has offered ride to Indian astronaut short visit to International Space 
Station (ISS) on board Soyuz spacecraft for short training mission in 2022.  

 Gaganyaan Mission is India’s first manned space mission. 
 Under it, India is planning to send three humans (Gaganyatris) into space i.e. in low 

earth orbit (LEO) by 2022 i.e. by 75th Independence Day for period of five to seven 
days. 

 The mission was announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his 72nd 
Independence Day speech. 

3rd edition of Japan-India Maritime Exercise begins in Visakhapatnam 
 The 3rd edition of Japan-India Maritime Exercise (JIMEX) has commenced at 

Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh. 
 JIMEX-18 aimed to enhance interoperability, improve understanding and imbibe 

best practices between navies of two countries. 
 Harbour Phase of will include professional and social interactions between ship’s 

crews, operational planning for sea phase and sports fixtures 

Pravin Srivastava appointed as new CSI 
 Pravin Srivastava has been appointed as new Chief Statistician of India (CSI). 
 It comes into effect from the date of his assuming charge of the post till the date 

of his superannuation (Aug 31, 2020) or until further orders, whichever is 
earlier. 

 He has worked in the ministries of statistics and health in various positions, and 
briefly in the Union Public Service Commission, in his 35-year career. 

Oct 09: World Post Day 
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 World Post Day is observed every year on Oct 09 to spread awareness about the 
postal services and their role in the everyday lives of people and businesses.  

 2018 theme is: ‘Imagine you are a letter travelling through time. What message 
do you wish to convey to your readers?’.  

 It is celebrated to mark anniversary of the establishment of the Universal Postal 
Union (UPU) in 1874 in the Swiss Capital, Bern. 

 In India, this day is celebrated by Department of Posts. 

PM unveils 64-foot-tall statue of peasant leader Chhotu Ram in Rohtak 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled 64-foot-tall statue of peasant leader Sir 

Chhotu Ram at his native village Sampla in  Rohtak district  of Haryana. 
 The statue has been sculpted by renowned sculptor and Padma Bhushan-

recipient Ram Vanji Sutar. 

Arunachal Pradesh Govt launches Sashakt Kisan Yojana (SKY) and Krishi 
Samuh Yojana (KSY)  

 The Arunachal Pradesh Govt has launched the Chief Minister’s Sashakt Kisan 
Yojana (SKY) and Chief Minister’s Krishi Samuh Yojana (KSY) in Itanagar. 

 The Sashakt Kisan Yojana (SKY) will subsume three state flagship programmes, 
namely – CM’s Employment Generation Scheme (EGS), CM’s Agri-Mechanization 
Programme (AMP) and CM’s Flagship Programme on Tea and Rubber. 

 Krishi Samuh Yojana (KSY) aims to empower the farmers through cooperative 
approach, by providing timely supports and marketing interventions of the govt 
for better price realization and doubling farmers’ income.  

China to sell 48 Wing Loong II military drones to Pakistan 
 China agreed to sale 48 Wing Loong II high-end armed drones to its all-weather 

ally Pakistan. 
 This is China’s largest export deal for drones to date in international market.  
 Total of 48 Wing Loong II UAVs will be jointly built by China’s Chengdu Aircraft 

Corp (CAC) and Pakistan Aeronautical Complex (PAC) Karma. 

ESIC wins ISSA GOOD Practice Award, Asia and Pacific 2018 
 Employees’ State Insurance Corporation (ESIC) has been awarded ISSA 

(International Social Security Association) ISSA Good Practice Award for 
Administrative Solution for Coverage Extension at Regional Social Security 
Forum for Asia and Pacific held at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. 

 It was given to ESIC in recognition of its measures taken for extension of 
coverage Scheme for Promoting Registration of Employers and Employees 
(SPREE), reduced rate of contribution rates for 24 months in newly implemented 
areas and raising wage limit for coverage under ESI Act, etc. 

 International Social Security Association (ISSA), headquarters in Geneva, 
Switzerland in ILO, is principal international organization for Social Security 
Organizations, Governments and Departments of Social Security.  

William Nordhaus, Paul Romer awarded 2018 Nobel Prize in Economics 
 American economists William Nordhaus and Paul Romer have been jointly 

awarded 2018 Nobel Prize in Economics Sciences for integrating climate change 
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and technological innovation into macroeconomic analysis.  
 Their findings have significantly broadened scope of economic analysis by 

constructing models that explain how market economy interacts with nature and 
knowledge. 

 William Nordhaus is professor at Yale University. 
 He was first person to create economic model that describes global interplay 

between economy and the climate in the 1990s. 
 The model had showed that the most efficient remedy for problems caused by 

greenhouse gases is a global scheme of universally imposed carbon taxes. 
 Paul Romer is professor at New York University’s Stern School of Business.  
 He has showed that how economic forces govern willingness of firms to produce 

new ideas and innovations. 

Weightlifter Jeremy Lalrinnunga wins India’s maiden gold medal at 
Youth Olympic Games 

 Weightlifter Jeremy Lalrinnunga at the age of 15 won India’s maiden gold medal  
at 2018 Youth Olympic Games being held in Buenos Aires, capital of Argentina.  

 He won the medal in in the men’s 62 kg category by lifting total of 274 kg (124 kg 
+150 kg) weight to finish on top. 

 The silver medal was won by Turkey’s Toptas Caner, who lifted 263 kg (122 kg + 
141 kg) and bronze medal to Colombia’s Villar Estiven Jose who lifted 260 kg 
(115 kg + 143 kg). 

Thangjam Tababi Devi clinches India’s first judo medal at Olympics 
 Thangjam Tababi Devi at the age of 16 became India’s first judo medallist at the 

Olympic level. 
 She achieved this feat after winning silver medal at ongoing Youth Olympics 

Games in Buenos Aires, capital of Argentina. 
 She won the medal after losing to Venezuela’s Maria Giminez in the finals of the 

women’s 44kg category. 

Keerthana Pandian won girls’ title in IBSF World Under-16 Snooker 
Championships 

 Keerthana Pandian from India won the girls’ title in the IBSF World Under-16 
Snooker Championships by defeating Belarussian rival Albina Leschuk 3-1 in the 
final. 

 It’s her first international crown. 
 In the boys category, Ben Martens of Belgium clinched the title in St Petersburg, 

Russia, according to information received from the media cell of International 
Billiards & Snooker Federation (IBSF). 

Oct 11: World Obesity Day 
 The World Obesity Day is observed globally every year on Oct 11 to promote 

practical solutions to end the global obesity crisis. 
 2018 theme : ‘It’s time to End Weight Stigma!’.  
 It aims to lead and drive global efforts to reduce, prevent and treat obesity. 
 It is organised by World Obesity Federation, a non-profit body which is official 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl370PU0z-VwXOgqJr_Pttw?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCl370PU0z-VwXOgqJr_Pttw?sub_confirmation=1
https://www.facebook.com/BankPoClerk/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2148759855448538/?source_id=117234085093214
https://t.me/joinchat/J8jQkg8azrnOjC1LiWFvJg


Facebook Page Facebook Group Telegram Group 

 

 
w w w . a m b i t i o u s b a b a . c o m  

 

Page 16 

relations with World Health Organisation (WHO) and is collaborating body on 
Lancet Commission on Obesity. 

Oct 11: International Day of the Girl Child 
 The International Day of the Girl Child is observed every year across world on 

Oct 11 to recognize girls’ rights and unique challenges faced by girls around the 
world. 

 2018 theme : ‘With Her: A Skilled Girl Force’. 
 The day seeks to increase awareness of gender inequality faced by girls 

worldwide based upon their gender and supports more opportunity for girls.  
 This year it was seventh edition of this day after it was observed for first time in 

2012. 

India suffered $79.5 billion economic loss due to climate-related 
disasters in last 20 years 

 According to latest report by United Nations titled ‘Economic Losses, Poverty and 
Disasters 1998-2017’, India has suffered whopping $79.5 billion economic loss 
due to climate-related disasters in last 20 years. 

 It was compiled by UN Office for Disaster Risk Reduction which highlights impact 
of extreme weather events on global economy. 

 The report was released ahead of International Day for Disaster Reduction, 
observed every year on Oct 13. 

 The years between 1998 to 2017 have seen dramatic rise of 151% in direct 
economic losses from climate-related disasters. 

 The greatest economic losses was experienced by United Stats at $944.8 billion 
followed by China ($492.2 billion), Japan ($376.3 billion), India ($79.5 billion). 

India remains polio free 
 United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and World Health Organization (WHO) 

reiterated India’s status as polio-free country. 
 It comes in backdrop of some oral polio vaccine vials being found contaminated 

with the type-2 polio virus. 

WEF launches Centre for 4th Industrial Revolution in India 
 The World Economic Forum (WEF) announced its new Centre for Fourth 

Industrial Revolution in India based in Maharashtra. 
 It was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi.  
 It will be fourth center in chain-ones as part of WEF’s global network along with 

San Francisco (US), Tokyo (Japan) and Beijing (China) are already functioning. 
 It will facilitate to bring together government and business leaders to pilot 

emerging technology policies. 
 World Economic Forum (WEF), headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, is an 

international institution founded by Klaus Schwab that works to improve the 
state of the world through public-private cooperation. 

ISRO signs MoU with Central University of Jammu 
 The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) signed MoU with Central 

University of Jammu (CUJ) in Jammu for setting up of Satish Dhawan Center for 
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Space Science in University. 
 It will be first of its kind institute coming up in Jammu and Kashmir.  
 It is multidisciplinary subject which involves basic sciences such as mathematics, 

physics, astronomy, chemistry, biology, geology, planetary science, atmospheric 
sciences, geography, space engineering and even space law. 

Cabinet approvals 
Approves MoC between India and Finland  

 Union Cabinet approved Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) between India and 
Finland on Environmental Cooperation. 

 It will enable establishment and promotion of closer and long-term cooperation 
between two countries in field of environment protection and management of 
natural resources on basis of equity, reciprocity and mutual benefits. 

Approves establishment of NCVET 
 Union Cabinet approved establishment of National Council for Vocational 

Education and Training (NCVET). 
 It will be set up by merging existing regulatory institutions in the skills space – 

National Council for Vocational Training (NCVT) and National Skill Development 
Agency (NSDA). 

Approves establishment of permanent campuses of two new IISERs 
 Union Cabinet approved establishment and operationalisation of two new 

permanent campuses of the Indian Institutes of Science Education and Research 
(IISER) in Tirupati (Andhra Pradesh) and Behrampur (Odisha). 

 Cabinet also has approved creation of two posts of Registrar, one in each IISER.  
Approves Productivity linked bonus for Railway Employees 

 Union Cabinet approved the payment of Productivity Linked Bonus (PLB) 
equivalent to 78 days’ wages for financial year 2017-18 for all eligible non-
gazetted Railway employees. 

 It will be not available to Railway Protection Force (RPF) personnel.  

Stanford University named World’s Most Innovative University 
 Stanford University has been named as World’s Most Innovative University by 

Reuters news agency rankings. 
 The Reuters’ top 100 World’s Most Innovative University ranking recognises 

universities from across the world for their work in inventing new 
technologies, advance science and power new markets and industries. 

 In this top 100 list, 48 universities are from North America find mention on the 
list, 23 Asian universities, 27 from Europe and 2 from the Middle East. 

 US dominated the list with 46 universities among the top 100. 
 Stanford University from US has topped this list for four consecutive years 

followed by US’s Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and Harvard 
University. 

32nd edition of India-Indonesia coordinated patrol being held in 
Indonesia 

 The 32nd edition of India-Indonesia coordinated patrol (IND-INDO CORPAT) is 
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being held in Belawan, Indonesia from Oct 11 – 27, 2018. 
 Ships and aircraft from both countries will undertake patrolling on respective 

sides of 236 nautical miles long International Maritime Boundary Line.  
 It will be conducted in three phases, followed by closing ceremony at Port Blair, 

Andaman and Nicobar Island. 
 Indian Naval Ship (INS) Kulish, a Kora class missile corvette and Dornier naval 

maritime time patrol aircraft from Andaman and Nicobar command are 
participating. 

Tushar Mehta appointed as new Solicitor General of India 
 The Appointments Committee of Union Cabinet approved appointment of Tushar 

Mehta as the new Solicitor General of India. 
 He will replace Ranjit Kumar, who had stepped down sometime back and shall 

hold office till Jun 30, 2020. 

Oct 13: International Day for Disaster Reduction 
 International Day for Disaster Reduction (IDDR) is observed every year on Oct 13 

to promote a global culture of risk-awareness and disaster reduction. 
 2018 theme: ‘Reducing Disaster Economic Losses’.  
 It focuses on Target C of Sendai Framework, which aims at ‘reducing disaster 

economic losses in relation to global GDP by 2030’. 
 The day seeks to encourage citizens and governments to take part in building 

more disaster resilient communities and nations. 
 It also seeks to spread awareness about reining risks of disasters around world 

and also reduce exposure of people and communities to disasters. 

India elected to UN Human Rights Council 
 India elected to United Nations’ Human Rights Council’, the main body of UN 

charged with promoting and monitoring human rights for period of three years 
beginning Jan 1, 2019. 

 In this secret ballot election held in 193-member UN General Assembly (UNGA) 
India secured 188 votes in Asia-Pacific category, the highest number of votes 
among all candidates. 

 From Asia-Pacific region category, Fiji with 187 and Bangladesh 178 votes were 
also elected along with India. 

 This was fifth time India has been elected to UNHRC, previously was elected 
2006-2009, 2011-2014 and 2014-2017. 

 Total 18 new members in the five regional categories were elected by absolute 
majority (i.e. minimum of 97 votes are required to get elected through secret 
ballot). 

 UNHRC, headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, is an inter-governmental body 
within United Nations system. 
 

NITI Aayog, Microsoft sign agreement 
 NITI Aayog inked agreement with Microsoft India to deploy artificial intelligence 

(AI) technologies to address challenges in agriculture and healthcare and 
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promote adoption of local language computing among others. 
 It will help NITI Aayog to move beyond pilots and understand how to scale AI 

implementation in sectors characterized by preponderance of public goods. 
 Microsoft will provide NITI Aayog advanced AI-based solutions to address 

challenges in agriculture and healthcare including farm advisory services, 
healthcare screening models at Primary Health Centres (PHCs) and build 
capacity for AI through education among others. 

13th Convention of Central Information Commission held in New Delhi 
 The 13th Convention of Central Information Commission, inaugurated by 

President Ram Nath Kovind, held in New Delhi. 
 CIC was established in 2005 by Central Government under provisions of Right to 

Information (RTI) Act (2005). 
 It plays important role in maintaining transparency in system of governance 

essential for healthy democracy. 

India-Azerbaijan sign protocol 
 India and Azerbaijan signed protocol on trade and economic, science and 

technology cooperation. 
 It has been signed at 5th meeting of India-Azerbaijan Inter-Governmental 

Commission on Trade and Economic, Science and Technology Cooperation (IA-
IGC) held on 11-12 Oct, 2018 in New Delhi. 

Sikkim awarded FAO’s Future Policy Gold Award for 100% organic 
farming 

 Sikkim awarded UN Food and Agriculture Organisation’s (FAO) Future Policy 
Gold Award (Gold Prize) for its achievement in becoming the world’s first totally 
organic agriculture state. 

 Sikkim is first organic state in the world and all farmlands in the state are 
certified organic. 

 Policies from Brazil, Denmark and Quito (Ecuador) were jointly Silver Awards.  
 This award is nicknamed the ‘Oscar for best policies’.  

 

Maryse Conde wins alternative Nobel Literature Prize 
 Guadeloupean author Maryse Conde has been awarded New Academy Prize in 

Literature, an alternative award formed in protest to Nobel Literature Prize. 
 She was selected from 47 authors who were nominated by Swedish librarians 

and voted on by nearly 33,000 people from around the world. 

Oct 15: International Day of Rural Women 
 The International Day of Rural Women is observed every year on Oct 15 to 

recognize the crucial role and contribution of rural women. 
 2018 theme : ‘Sustainable infrastructure, services and social protection for 

gender equality and the empowerment of rural women and girls’.  
 It highlights role and contribution of rural women, including indigenous women 

in enhancing rural and agricultural development, eradicating rural poverty and 
improving food security and ensuring sustainability of rural households and 
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communities, improving rural livelihoods and overall wellbeing.  

India International Silk Fair 2018 held in New Delhi 
 The 6th edition of India International Silk Fair (IISF), 
 inaugurated by Union Minister of Textiles Smriiti Irani, held at Pragati Maidan in 

New Delhi. 
 It was organised by Indian Silk Export Promotion Council (ISEPC). 
 India is the 2nd largest producer of silk in the world after China. 
 In India, four varieties of silk are produced, viz. Mulberry, Eri, Tasar and Muga. 

6th RCEP Inter-sessional Ministerial Meeting held in Singapore 
 The 6th Interregional Ministerial Meeting of Regional Comprehensive Economic 

Partnership (RCEP) held in Singapore. 
 The meeting reviewed after 6th RCEP ministerial meeting held in August 2018. 
 All partner countries agreed to finalize trading deal by the end of this year. 
 From Indian side, Minister of State (MoS) for Commerce & Industry and 

Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution C. R. Chaudhary had attended the 
meeting. 

 RCEP is a proposed free trade agreement (FTA) or comprehensive regional 
economic integration agreement between the 10-ASEAN countries (Brunei, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, 
Vietnam) and its six FTA partners (Australia, New Zealand, India, China, Japan 
and Korea). 

46th edition of world’s largest IHGF-Delhi Fair 
 The 46th edition of world’s largest IHGF-Delhi Fair held at India Expo Centre & 

Mart, Greater Noida from Oct 14 to 18, 2018. 
 It inaugurated by Union Minister of State (MoS) for Textiles Ajay Tamta 

and organized by Export Promotion Council for Handicrafts (EPCH). 
 The IHGF fair is held biannually and is organised by Export Promotion Council for 

Handicrafts. 

First India-US tri-services exercise to be held in 2019 
 The first India-United States tri-services exercise is likely to take place in 2019 in 

India. 
 It will include all services of both countries and talks are on to include special 

forces. 
 US will second country after Russia with whom India conducts tri-services 

exercise. 
 The drill will focus on United Nations-based scenario and overarching mission of 

humanitarian assistance, disaster relief measure. 
 It will be also in line with India’s ambition of being natural humanitarian disaster 

relief hub in the Indo-Pacific region. 

Shekhar Mande appointed as Director-General of CSIR 
 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has appointed Dr. Shekhar 

Mande as the Director General of Council of Scientific and Industrial 
Research (CSIR) and Secretary of the Department of Scientific and Research 
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(DSIR). 
 He will succeed Girish Sahni who superannuated in Aug 2018. 

Khayyam wins Hridaynath Award for Lifetime Achievement 
 Veteran composer, lyricist, writer and national award winning music director 

Mohammed Zahur Khayyam Hashmi, famously known as Khayya was 2018 
Hridaynath Award for Lifetime Achievement. 

 The award will be conferred by Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis in 
Mumbai. 

Oct 16: World Food Day 
 The World Food Day is observed every year world wide on Oct 16 to mark 

foundation of Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) of the United Nations in 
1945. 

 2018 theme: ‘Our actions are our future – A zero hunger world by 2030 is 
possible’. 

 It is observed as day of action dedicated to tackling global hunger and aims to 
raise public awareness about hunger challenges and encourage people around 
world to take action in fight against hunger. 

 It also shows commitment to Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 2 – to achieve 
Zero Hunger by 2030. 

12th ASEM Summit held in Brussels, Belgium 
 The 12th Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM) Summit held in Brussels, Belgium with 

the theme ‘Global Partners for Global Challenges’.  
 It was chaired by European Council President Donald Tusk. 
 It was attended by heads of state of 51 European and Asian countries, 

representatives of European Union and Secretary General of Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN). 

 India was represented by Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu. 
 ASEM is informal political dialogue and cooperation forum that brings 53 entities 

– including 51 countries (including India) from Asia and Europe and two regional 
bodies European Union (EU) and ASEAN. 

 ASEM was officially established in March 1996 at the first summit in Bangkok, 
Thailand. 

7th Meeting of Education Ministers of SCO Member States held in Astana 
 The seventh meeting of education ministers of all the member states of Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) held in Astana, Kazakhstan .  
 It was hosted by Kazakhstan Govt and its Ministry of Education and Science, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Rector’s Office of University of SCO (USCO). 
 SCO is Eurasian economic, political and security organisation headquartered in 

Beijing, China. 
 The full members of the organization are China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, 

Tajikistan, Kyrgyzstan, India and Pakistan. 
 India and Pakistan were granted SCO membership in Jun 2017. 
 Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran and Mongolia currently enjoy observer status of SCO. 
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 Sri Lanka, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Armenia, Cambodia and Nepal are dialogue 
partners of SCO. 

75th anniversary of establishment of Azad Hind govt observed 
 75th anniversary of establishment of Azad Hind govt has been observed on Oct 

21, 2018. 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi hoisted National flag and unveiled plaque at the 

Red Fort, Delhi. 
 Azad Hind Government was founded in Singapore on Oct 21, 1943. 
 It was India’s first independent government established by Indian nationalists-in-

exile during latter part of WWII in Singapore with monetary, military and 
political assistance from Imperial Japan. 

India’s longest river bridge will be built on Brahmaputra river in Assam 
 India’s longest river bridge will be built on Brahmaputra river in Assam.  
 It will be of total length of 19.3 kilometers 
 This bridge will connect Dhubri of Assam to Fulbarani of Meghalaya. 
 It will reduce the distance between these two places by 203 kms and also travel 

time. 
 India’s largest river bridge is Dhola-Sadia bridge with the length is 9.15 

kilometers. 
 Its construction will be completed by 2026-27 and will be public-funded work. 
 Japanese Finance Agency (JICA) has approved the loan for this project as part of 

road infrastructure improvement package in the north-east after assessing the 
economic benefit of the big project. 

Singapore hosts 12th ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting and 5th ADMM-
Plus 

 The 12th ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting (ADMM) and 5th ADMM-Plus held in 
Singapore. 

 It serves as key Ministerial-level platforms in regional security architecture for 
promoting strategic dialogue and practical cooperation between ASEAN and its 
partners. 

 The conferences were attended by defence ministers from India, Australia, China, 
Japan, New Zealand, South Korea, Russia and US. 

 India was represented by Defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. 
 ASEAN is regional intergovernmental organisation comprising 10 Southeast 

Asian countries, which promotes intergovernmental cooperation and 
facilitates economic, political, security, military, educational, and sociocultural 
integration. 

 10-member ASEAN comprise of Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Singapore, 
Philippines, Vietnam, Myanmar, Cambodia, Brunei and Laos. 

 India is a full dialogue partner of the ASEAN. 

First India, Japan joint military exercise to be held in Mizoram 
 The first joint military exercise named ‘Dharma Guardian’ between India and 

Japan is scheduled to be held at the Army’s Counter-Insurgency Warfare School 
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at Vairengte (Mizoram) from Nov 1 to 14, 2018. 
 It is aimed at developing mutual understanding and respect between militaries of 

both countries, as also facilitate in tracking worldwide phenomenon of terrorism. 

India, Japan, US planning to host joint trilateral air exercise 
 India and US have agreed to elevate their bilateral ‘Cope India’ air exercise to 

trilateral format by including Japan. 
 The next edition of this exercise is scheduled to be held in Dec 2018. 
 Cope India is series of international Air Force exercises between Indian Air Force 

(IAF) and United States Air Force conducted on and over Indian soil. 
 The first such exercise was conducted at IAF station in Gwalior from Feb 2004.  

Sajjan Jindal elected as Treasurer of WSA 
 JSW Steel CMD Sajjan Jindal has been elected as treasurer of World Steel 

Association (WSA). 
 He was appointed for one-year period (2018/2019) by Board of Directors of 

WSA at World Steel General Assembly held in Toyko, Japan. 
 Andre Johannpeter, Executive VC of Gerdau S A was elected as the Chairman. 
 WSA, headquartered in Brussels, Belgium, is a non-profit organisation and is one 

of the largest industry associations in world. 

India, Myanmar sign MoU 
 India and Myanmar have inked MoU for appointment of private port operator for 

Operation and Maintenance (O&M) of Sittwe Port, Paletwa Inland Water 
Terminal and associated facilities included in Kaladan Multi Model Transit 
Transport Project. 

 It was signed by Foreign Secretary Vijay Gokhale on behalf of Government of 
India (GoI) and by U Win Khant, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Transport and 
Communications on behalf of Myanmar Govt. 

 It aims to connect seaport of Kolkata (India) with Sittwe seaport in Myanmar by 
sea; it will then link Sittwe seaport to Lashio in Myanmar via Kaladan river boat 
route and then from Lashio to Mizoram in India by road transport. 

PM inaugurates National Police Memorial in New Delhi 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated and dedicated National Police 

Memorial (NPM) to nation in New Delhi on the occasion of National Police 
Commemoration Day (Oct 21). 

 It has been created to recognise supreme sacrifices made by police personnel 
since independence. 

 The memorial has been built on 6.12-acre land in central Delhi’s Chanakyapuri 
area. 

UAE, US to conduct military exercise near Dubai 
 The joint military exercise Iron Magic 19 between United Arab Emirates (UAE) 

and United States (US) held near Dubai. 
 The exercise is part of series of joint military exercises held throughout the year 

between UAE armed forces and armed forces of other countries.  

Sujatha Gidla wins 2018 Shakti Bhatt Prize 
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 US-based Dalit writer Sujatha Gidla has won 2018 Shakti Bhatt First Book Prize 
for her debut book ‘Ants Among Elephants: An Untouchable  Family and the 
Making of Modern India’. 

 It takes readers through four generations of her family at centre and mainly her 
uncle K G Satyamurthy, a Maoist leader who founded Left-wing guerrilla 
movement called People’s War Group to overthrow Indian state.  

 It also showcases undramatised lives of poverty, patriarchy, and rebellion, and 
encounter with subaltern Communism. 

Oct 24: United Nations Day 
 The United Nations Day is observed every year on Oct 24 to mark anniversary of 

entry into force of UN Charter in 1945.  
 United Nations officially came into existence with ratification of the founding 

document by majority of its members, including five permanent members of UN 
Security Council. 

 It has become world’s only truly universal global organization and is foremost 
forum to address issues that transcend national boundaries and cannot be 
resolved by any one country acting alone. 

Oct 24: World Polio Day 
 The World Polio Day is observed annually across the world on Oct 24 to create 

awareness about hazards of the crippling Polio disease. 
 The day has been instituted by Rotary International to commemorate birth of 

Jonas Salk who had led first team of researchers which had developed vaccine 
against poliomyelitis (polio virus). 

 It also had led to establishment of Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI) in 
1988 which has helped to reduce polio worldwide by 99%. 

India, Iran, Afghanistan hold first trilateral meeting 
 The first trilateral meeting between India, Afghanistan and Iran of Coordination 

Council of Chabahar Agreement held in Tehran, Iran. 
 In May 2016, India, Iran and Afghanistan had signed agreement which entailed 

establishment of transit and transport corridor among three countries using 
Chabahar Port as one of regional hubs. 

 Chabbar project is strategically located in Sistan-Balochistan province on energy-
rich Iran’s southern coast in Gulf of Oman. 

 It is less than 100 nautical miles from Chinese built port of Gwadar in Pakistan. 

China opens world’s longest sea bridge linking Hong Kong, Macau and 
Zhuhai 

 China has inaugurated the world’s longest sea bridge, Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau 
Bridge with total length of 55 km. 

 It will connect the east and west sides of Pearl River Delta of the South China Sea, 
connecting two Special Administrative Regions of Hong Kong and Macau with 
Zhuhai i.e. mainland China. 

 It includes dual three-lane, oversea stretch (22.9 km) and undersea tunnel (6.7 
km) which reaches depth of 44 m. The rest 25.4 km of the bridge runs over land. 
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India, China sign agreement 
 India and China signed agreement on internal security cooperation. 
 It is the first such agreement to be signed between the two countries. 
 The agreement was signed by Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh and China’s 

State Councilor and Minister of Public Security Zhao Kezhi in New Delhi.  
 It aims to strengthen and consolidate assistance in counter-terrorism, organised 

crimes, drug control, human trafficking and exchange of information, marking a 
new beginning between the two countries. 

PM Narendra Modi awarded 2018 Seoul Peace Prize 
 Seoul Peace Prize Committee decided to confer 2018 Seoul Peace Prize on Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi. 
 He becomes the fourteenth recipient of this award. 
 The award will be presented to him by Seoul Peace Prize Foundation.  
 PM Modi was selected for this prestigious award in recognition of his dedication 

for improving international cooperation, raising global economic growth, 
accelerating Human Development of people in India by fostering economic 
growth and furthering development of democracy through anti-corruption 
and social integration efforts. 

Russia and Pakistan holding military exercise in Pakistan 
 The Druzhba 2018 (Friendship 2018) joint bilateral military exercise between 

Pakistan and Russian special forces has begun in Pakistan. 
 It will be organized in north-western hill region in Nowshera district of Khyber-

Pakhtunkhwa of Pakistan. 
 It is aimed at bolstering and building military cooperation between the two 

countries. 
 Druzba is Russian word, which means ‘friendship’ 

Fali S. Nariman awarded 19th Lal Bahadur Shastri National Award 
 Eminent jurist Fali S. Nariman has been awarded 19th Lal Bahadur Shastri 

National Award for Excellence in Public Administration. 
 He was presented the award by Vice President Venkaiah Naidu at a function held 

in New Delhi. 
 

India Mobile Congress 2018 held in New Delhi 
 The 2nd edition of India Mobile Congress (IMC-2018) held in New Delhi with the 

theme ‘New Digital Horizons. Connect. Create. Innovate’.  
 It was organised by Department of Telecommunications (DoT) and Cellular 

Operators Association of India (COAI). 
 India Mobile Congress (IMC) was launched in 2017 to provide platform for policy 

makers, industry and regulators to engage in meaningful deliberations to drive 
the future direction of telecom sector. 

 

SBI becomes the India’s first PSU to introduce comprehensive wealth 
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business services 
 The State Bank of India (SBI) become the India’s first PSU bank to introduce 

comprehensive wealth business services for its clients. 
 The wealth hub has been inaugurated by SBI Chairman Rajnish Kumar at the 

Lalbagh branch in Mangalore. 
 The bank has re-branded its wealth business as ‘SBI Wealth’ offering best-in-class 

personalised banking and investment services to its elite High Net worth 
Individual (HNI) clients through a dedicated team of relationship managers.  

 

5th Women of India Organic Festival held in New Delhi 
 The 5th edition of the Women of India Organic Festival held at the Indira Gandhi 

National Centre for the Arts in New Delhi. 
 It has been organised by the Women and Child Development (WCD) Ministry to 

promote women organic farmers and entrepreneurs. 
 It aims to empower women to boost organic culture and promote women organic 

farmers and entrepreneurs. 

IISF-2018 held in New Delhi 
 The India International Silk Fair (IISF-2018), inaugurated by Union Minister 

Smriti Irani, held at Pragati Maidan in New Delhi. 
 It gives a platform to exporters to display their products and to overseas buyers 

an opportunity to place orders and source their merchandise.  
 India is the second largest producer of silk in the world. 

 

UP Cabinet adopted proposal to rename the historic city of Allahabad as 
Prayagraj 

 The Uttar Pradesh Cabinet has officially adopted a proposal to rename the 
historic city of Allahabad as Prayagraj. 

 The proposal will now go to the Centre before the city is officially renamed even 
though an Uttar Pradesh minister seemed to suggest the change has already 
come into effect. 

 The city was known as Prayag before 16th-century Mughal emperor Akbar built a 
fort near the confluence of the Ganga and the Yamuna and named it ‘Ilahabad’. 

 His grandson Shah Jahan renamed the entire city ‘Allahabad’.  
 An area near the confluence of the river continues to be known as Prayag. 
 The confluence of two rivers is a ‘prayag’, and in Allahabad three rivers Ganga, 

Yamuna and Saraswati meet. 
 Hence, it is the king of ‘prayags’. 
 That is why it is ‘Prayagraj’. 

 

Kerala set to become India’s first smoke-free State 
 Kerala is set to become the India’s first smoke-free State with public sector oil 

companies eyeing 100% LPG penetration. 
 It is estimated that one crore tonnes of emissions, from poisonous gases like 
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firewood cooking, have been contained and 25 lakh trees have been saved with 
the introduction of LPG in villages. 

 The target has almost been achieved in most villages, mofussil towns and cities in 
the State under the Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojana (PMUY). 

 The Indian Oil has 50% of the market share while the remaining are shared by 
the HPCL and BPCL. 

IRDAI panel headed by Suresh Mathur 
 The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) formed a 

panel under the chairmanship of headed by Suresh Mathur, ED (Health) in IRDAI 
to examine the feasibility of payment of general and health insurance claims in 
instalments. 

 It will look into the need for allowing settlement of personal accident and benefit-
based health insurance claims in instalments by general and health insurance 
companies. 

Parliamentary standing committee on labour headed by Kirit Somaiya 
 The parliamentary standing committee on labour, headed by BJP MP Kirit 

Somaiya, will examine the functioning of retirement fund body 
Employee Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO), its coverage and recovery of 
arrears. 

 It will review the implementation of labour laws, social security and welfare 
scheme for workers. 

Priyank Kanoongo appointed new Chairperson of NCPCR 
 Priyank Kanoongo has been appointed as the new Chairperson of National 

Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) for a period of 3 years. 
 The post felt vacant after Stuti Kacker’s tenure ended on Sept 16, 2018. 
 The NCPCR is a statutory body, which was set up by an Act of Parliament in 2007 

under the Commissions for Protection of Child Rights Act, 2005. 

Nimesh Shah elected as new Chairman of AMFI 
 The MD & CEO of ICICI Prudential Mutual Fund, Nimesh Shah has been elected as 

new Chairman of Association of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI). 
 He succeeded A Balasubramanian, CEO of Aditya Birla Sun Life Mutual Fund.  

Book ‘Indian Sports: Conversations and Reflections’ authored by Vijayan 
Bala 

 The book titled ‘Indian Sports: Conversations and Reflections’ has been authored 
by Vijayan Bala, the veteran commentator and cricket statistican. 

 It is a compilation of interviews of eminent sports-persons he has conducted 
since 1971. 

India wins Commonwealth Association for Public Administration and 
Management Award, 2018 

 India won Commonwealth Association for Public Administration and 
Management (CAPAM) Award, 2018. 

 It was announced at Annual General Members Meet held at Georgetown, Guyana. 
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 Unnayan Banka initiative for reinventing education using technology of Banka 
District, Bihar was awarded under Category ‘Innovation Incubation’.  

 Unifified Agriculture Markets of Karnataka Government was awarded in 
‘Innovation in Public Service Management’. 

 This initiative has also been awarded overall Gold Award for CAPAM Awards, 
2018. 

Marsel van Oosten won the prestigious Wildlife Photographer Of The 
Year (WPY) 2018 

 Dutch photographer Marsel van Oosten won the prestigious Wildlife 
Photographer Of The Year (WPY) 2018 for his stunning portrait of two 
endangered golden snub-nosed monkeys in China’s Qinling mountains.  

 The winning image – named as ‘Golden Couple’ – showcases a beautiful golden 
fur-blue face male monkey rested briefly on a stone seat, joined by female baby 
monkey. 

Arshdeep Singh wins the 2018 Young Wildlife Photographer of the Year 
(Asia) Award 

 Arshdeep Singh, at the age of 10, from Jalandhar made India proud by winning 
the 2018 Young Wildlife Photographer of the Year (Asia) Award (10 years and 
under age category) for his photograph ‘Pipe Owls’.  

 The award ceremony held at the Natural History Museum, London on Oct 15, 
2018. 

 The award winning photograph portrays two owlets closely sitting inside a pipe.  
 The image was clicked when Arshdeep was travelling through Punjab’s 

Kapurthala with his father. 

Mohammed Zahur Khayyam Hashmi named 2018 Hridaynath Award  
 The National Award winning music director, Mohammed Zahur Khayyam Hashmi 

has been named for the 2018 Hridaynath Award for Lifetime Achievement.  
 He is famous as ‘Khayyam’. 

 

14th Men’s Hockey World Cup to be held at the Kalinga Stadium in 
Bhubaneswar 

 The 14th edition of the Men’s Hockey World Cup is going to be held at the Kalinga 
Stadium in Bhubaneswar from Nov 28 to Dec 16, 2018. 

 Turtle Olly has been declared as the official mascot of 2018 tournament at the 
Puri sea beach in Odisha. 

 The mascot aims to raise awareness about the conservation of the Olive Ridley 
turtle, which is said to be on the verge of extinction in the state of Odisha. 
 

Suraj Panwar won India’s first medal in athletics at the Youth Olympic 
Games 2018 

 Suraj Panwar won the India’s first medal in athletics at the Youth Olympic Games 
2018 after claiming the silver in the men’s 5000m race walk event at the Buenos 
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Aires, Argentina. 
 It was India’s overall third medal in athletics in the history of the Youth Olympic 

Games. 

World’s Highest Railway Line to be built in India 
 Indian Railways has announced a new plan to link New Delhi and Ladakh by 

means of a railway line that will run along the India-China Border. 
 Once launched, the proposed Bilaspur-Manali-Leh Line would be the world’s 

highest railway line. 
 The projected cost to construct the 465 km line will be Rs 83,360 crore. 
 It will be the world’s highest at 5,360 metres above mean sea level which is 

comparable to China’s Quinghai-Tibet Railway Line at 2,000 metres. 
 The project comprise of 74 tunnels, 124 major bridges, 396 minor bridges and 30 

stations on the line. 
 Keylong station on the route will be constructed inside a tunnel at the height of 

3000 metres which is a first in India. 

India to become Third Largest Aviation Market 
 According to International Air Transport Association (IATA) report of 20- year 

air passenger forecast report, India will be among the top three aviation market 
by 2024. 

 India is currently at seventh position in Global Aviation market. 
 China will displace the US as the world’s largest aviation market in the mid- 2020. 
 India will take  the third place after US around 2024 surpassing UK. 
 The number of air passengers around the world will double to 8.2 billion in 2037.  

 India ranked 9th most valuable nation brand in the world  
 According to UK-based consultancy Brand Finance’s Nation Brands 2018 report, 

India has been ranked 9th most valuable nation brand in the world. 
 The US topped the list with a brand value of $25,899 billion, an increase of 23% 

from the previous year. 
 China ranked 2nd position with a brand value of $12,779 billion, followed by 

Germany $5,147 billion, UK $3,750 billion of brand value.  
 Despite, India lost one spot to rank, its brand value increased by 5% to $2,159 

billion. 

Mahinda Rajapaksha sworn in as PM of Sri Lanka 
 Sri Lankan President Maithripala Sirisena sacked Ranil Wickremesinghe, 

incumbent prime minister of Sri Lanka and appointed former President Mahinda 
Rajapaksha as new Prime Minister. 

 It comes as in recent times, the politics of Sri Lanka is in turmoil because of the 
tension between President Sirisena and PM Vikramasinghe. 

 The United People’s Freedom Alliance (UPFA), the Political Front of President 
Maithripala Sirisena, withdrew support from the coalition govt with Ranil 
Vikramasinghe’s Party United National Party (UNP).  

Fali S. Nariman honoured with 19th Lal Bahadur Shastri National Award 
 The renowned jurist Fali S. Nariman has been honoured with the 19th Lal 
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Bahadur Shastri National Award for Excellence in Public Administration for year 
2018. 

 He has been awarded by the Vice President of India M. Venkaiah Naidu. 
 The award was instituted by the Lal Bahadur Shastri Institute of Management in 

1995 in the field of Public Administration, Academics and Management.  

 
Winners of United Nations Human Rights Prize – 2018 

 The United Nations Prize in the Field of Human Rights (UN Human Rights Prize) 
has been announced by María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés, President of the 73rd 
Session of United Nations General Assembly. 

 The winners of 2018 award are: Asma Jahangir – Pakistan’s late human rights 
activist, Rebeca Gyumi – A Tanzanian human rights activist, Joenia Wapichana – 
Brazil’s first indigenous lawyer, and Front Line Defenders – A human rights 
organisation of Ireland. 

World Wrestling Championships – 2018 
 The 2018 World Wrestling Championships were the fifteenth edition of World 

Wrestling Championships of combined events held in Budapest, Hungary. 
 It is amateur wrestling world championship event organised by the United World 

Wrestling. 
 In the 2018 event, Japan won the most medals with 5 gold, 1 silver and 4 bronze. 
 Russia comes second with 8 medals. 

  

Mumbai clinches the 2018 Vijay Hazare Trophy 
 The Mumbai cricket team has clinched the 2018 Vijay Hazare Trophy after a gap 

of 11 years with a 4-wicket victory over Delhi at the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium in 
Bengaluru. 

 It’s their 3rd title. 
  

RBI to inject Rs 40,000 crore in Nov 
 The Reserve Bank will inject Rs 40,000 crore into the system in Nov through the 

purchase of govt securities as it looks to meet festive season demand for funds. 
 The central bank had already injected Rs 36,000 crore into the system in Oct 

through open market operation (OMO). 
 It is decided based on an assessment of the durable liquidity needs going 

forward. 
 

India donates 3 lakh dollars for peacekeeping initiative at UN 
 India has donated three lakh Dollars for a peacekeeping initiative at the UN.  
 The programme will help develop the capacity of future commanders and 

managers over a period of three years. 
 The UN Department of Field Support announced that the Indian government 

donated the amount for the ‘Pipeline to Peacekeeping Command Programme’ 
with a specific focus on issues of conduct and discipline. 
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 India’s Permanent Representative at the UN Ambassador Syed Akbaruddin said 
India is a strong supporter of the UN’s Zero Tolerance Policy on Sexual 
Exploitation and Abuse. 

 

Gujarat’s first Mega Food Park inaugurated in Surat 
 Chief minister Vijay Rupani and Union minister for food processing industries 

Harsimrat Kaur inaugurated Gujarat’s first Food Agro Infrastructure Mega Food 
Park at Shahu village in Mangrol taluka of Surat district.  

 The mega food park has been built with financial assistance from central and 
state governments at a cost of Rs 120 crore on 70 acres of land.  

 A second Mega Food Park has been sanctioned by the Ministry in Mehsana 
District of Gujarat. 

11th Global Agriculture Leadership Summit 2018 in New Delhi 
 The 11th edition of Global Agriculture Leadership Summit 2018 in New Delhi 

from with the theme ‘Connecting Farmers to Market’. 
 The summit aims to discuss the national and global marketing scenario and 

success models to provide the best marketing models and linkages to Indian 
farmers through policy reforms and collaborative efforts. 

 In it, Agriculture Minister Somi reddy Chandramohan Reddy received the Global 
Agriculture Leadership Award in the ‘Policy Leadership’ category on behalf of 
Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu. 

 The award is given in recognition of the path-breaking policies that address 
issues of farmers and other stakeholders pro-actively making substantial 
difference in their lives and contributing to the growth of agriculture.  

North East Festival and Experiencing the North East held in New Delhi 
 The sixth North East festival and the 15th edition of Indian International Centre 

festival held in New Delhi with the theme ‘Experiencing the North East’.  
 The festival is a part of Destination North East Series being organised by North 

Eastern Council, Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region (DoNER). 
 The festival is organised by Indian International Centre as 15th anniversary of its 

annual festivals. 
 It aims to showcase the richness of cultural heritage of North East there will be 

focus on presenting dance, music, theatre, exhibitions, and special cuisines to the 
visitors. 

15th International Dance Festival ‘Udbhav Utsav 2018’ held in Gwalior 
 The 15th edition of International Dance Festival ‘Udbhav Utsav 2018’ held in 

Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh. 
 It was inaugurated by Uzbekistan Ambassador to India Farhod Arziev. 
 It aims to give opportunity to performers for creative communications, to 

present new talents and to facilitate acquaintance with pieces of national culture 
and arts in different countries. 

2018 WETEX held in Dubai 
 The 2018 WETEX (Water, Energy, Technology, and Environment Exhibition) held 
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at the Dubai International Convention and Exhibition Centre in Dubai. 
 It is considered as one of the leading sustainability exhibitions in the Middle East 

and North Africa region. 
 The India Pavilion at WETX 2018 is in line with the vision and commitment of 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi to have sustainable and inclusive growth for all 
with access to clean water, electricity and housing. 

 The 2018 WETEX shows the latest solutions in conventional and renewable 
energy, water, sustainability, and conservation. 

India and Bangladesh signed agreements for enhancing inland and 
coastal waterways connectivity 

 India and Bangladesh have signed several agreements for enhancing inland and 
coastal waterways connectivity between the two countries for trade and cruise 
movements. 

 The two countries have signed an agreement to use Chattogram and Mongla 
Ports in Bangladesh for movement of goods to and from India. 

 A Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) has also been signed for movement of 
passenger and cruise services. 

 In addition to this, an addendum to ‘Protocol on Inland Water Transit and Trade 
between the two countries has also been signed for inclusion of Dhubri in India 
and Pangaon in Bangladesh as new Ports of Call. 

 The two sides also agreed to include Rupnarayan river (National Waterway-86) 
from Geonkhali to Kolaghat in the protocol route and to declare Kolaghat in West 
Bengal and Chilmari in Bangladesh as new ports of call.  

Union Cabinet gave ex-post facto approval to MoU signed between India 
and Singapore 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given its ex-
post facto approval to the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed 
between India and Singapore in Jun 2018 on the constitution of a Joint Working 
Group (JWG) on FinTech. 

 Both countries will improve their regulatory connect to exchange best practices 
by sharing experience on policies and regulations related to fintech.  

 It will encourage collaboration of entrepreneurs and startups of both countries 
and develop fintech solutions for business/financial sectors. 

India’s first engine-less train ‘Train 18’ 
 India’s first engine-less train ‘Train 18’ is set to hit the tracks for trials on Oct 29.  
 ‘Train 18’ is designed and manufactured by the Chennai-based Integral Coach 

Factory (ICF) at a cost of Rs 100 crore. 
 It is being regarded as a successor to the 30-year-old Shatabdi Express. 
 Train 18 is driven by a self-propulsion module sans a separate locomotive & is 

capable of running at a speed of up to 160 kmph. 
 The swanky 16-coach prototype without a locomotive (engine) will cut travel 

time by 15% compared to the Shatabdi. 

5th Women of India Organic Festival held in New Delhi 
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 Minister for Women and Child Development, Maneka Sanjay Gandhi will 
inaugurate the 5th edition of the Women of India Organic Festival at the Indira 
Gandhi National Centre for the Arts in New Delhi. 

 It aims to boost organic culture and promote Women Organic Farmers and 
Entrepreneurs. 

 The festival will have producers and manufacturers of Organic Products from 26 
Indian States. 

 Over 500 women entrepreneurs from Leh to Kanyakumari and from Kohima to 
Kutch, will come together with their organic products including 1,200 varieties of 
rice, several varieties of millets, cereals, pulses, spices, chilli chocolates, 
marmalades, chutneys, juices, dry fruits, organic ice creams, ready-to-eat meals 
and snacks, mushrooms, herbs, cosmetics, water hyacinth crafts, etc.  

World’s largest airport ‘under one roof’ to open in Istanbul 
 The world’s largest airport terminal ‘under one roof’ with a capacity to serve 90 

million passengers will be officially opened on Oct 29 in Istanbul, Turkey. 
 Dubbed as phase-1A of the project – Istanbul New Airport – will have a capacity 

to handle 90 million passenger per year, making it the largest such facility in the 
world. 

 The new infrastructure facility after Atatürk Airport and Sabiha Gökçen Airport 
both in Istanbul will be named on Oct 29 which marks the Republic Day of 
Turkey. 

 The airport has been envisioned to have a total capacity of up to 200 million 
passengers, once all four phases are completed in the next 10 years.  

 

Michael D Higgins has been re-elected as President of Ireland 
 Michael D Higgins will serve second term as president of Ireland after being re-

elected to Áras an Uachtaráin on the first count. 
  The incumbent president was re-elected with 822,566 first preferences (55.8% 

of the vote), with the public overwhelmingly backing him to serve another seven 
years in the post. 

Clara Sosa won Miss Grand International 2018 in Yangon, Myanmar 
 Miss Paraguay Clara Sosa won the Miss Grand International 2018 title at the 6th 

edition of the beauty pageant in Yangon, Myanmar. 
 She succeeds Miss Grand International 2017 Maria Jose Lora of Peru.  
 India’s, fbb Colors Femina Miss Grand India 2018 Meenakshi Chaudhary was 

named 1st runner up. 

Angela Merkel to step down as German chancellor in 2021 
 Germany’s Angela Merkel will step down as chancellor in 2021, following recent 

election setbacks. 
 She said that she would not seek re-election as leader of the centre-right CDU 

party in Dec. 
 She has held the post since 2000. 

Ram Vanji Sutar to be conferred with the prestigious 2016 Tagore Award 
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for Cultural Harmony 
 Renowned sculptor Ram Vanji Sutar, who has designed the Statue of Unity in 

Narmada district in Gujarat, will be conferred with the prestigious 2016 Tagore 
Award for Cultural Harmony. 

 The Tagore Award for Cultural Harmony for the years 2014 and 2015 is being 
conferred on the doyen of Manipuri dance Sh. Rajkumar Singhajit Singh and 
Chhayanaut (a cultural organization of Bangladesh), respectively. 

 The award recognizes Rajkumar’s contribution in keeping the tradition of 
Manipuri dance alive and vibrant, promoting harmony through dance and also 
pays tribute to Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore. 

 The award was instituted by the Govt of India (GoI) during the commemoration 
of the 150th birth anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore in 2011. 

 It carries an award prize of Rs 1 crore, a citation in a scroll and a plaque.  

Virat Kohli becomes the fastest batsman to reach 10,000 runs in ODIs 
 Indian cricket captain Virat Kohli has become the fastest batsman to reach 

10,000 runs in One-Day Internationals (ODIs) after scoring a second consecutive 
century against West Indies in Vizag on Oct 24. 

 He broke the record of compatriot and batting great Sachin Tendulkar, who had 
reached the milestone in 259 innings. 

 Kohli, who took only 205 innings to achieve the record, has become the fifth 
Indian to reach the 10,000 mark in ODIs. 

 Apart from Kohli, Tendulkar, Sourav Ganguly, Rahul Dravid and MS Dhoni have 
scored over 10,000 runs in ODIs. 

 It must be noted that Kohli’s last 1,000 runs came from just 11 innings, which is 
also a world record. 

Sri Lanka chosen as the best travel destination 
 Sri Lanka chosen as the best travel destination among the list of countries to visit 

in 2019, according to Lonely planet’s Best in Travel 2019 book.  
 The projection done by Lonely planet said that Sri Lanka topped the list primarily 

because travel has become much easier there since the civil war ended in 2009. 
 Germany acquired 2nd position, followed by Zimbabwe, Panama, Kyrgyzstan and 

Jordon. 
 

Oct 31: Rashtriya Ekta Diwas 
 Rashtriya Ekta Diwas (National Unity Day) is observed every year across India on 

Oct 31 to commemorate the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhai Patel who had 
played important role in unifying the country. 

 The day provides an opportunity to re-affirm inherent strength and resilience of 
our nation to withstand actual and potential threats to unity, integrity and 
security of our country. 

 Besides, Run for Unity was organised in New Delhi from the National Stadium. 
 The idea of Rashtriya Ekta Diwas was mooted by PM Narendra Modi in Oct 2014 

to mark the birth anniversary of Independent India’s first Deputy Prime Minister 
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and Home Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 

PM Modi dedicates Sardar Patel’s ‘Statue of Unity’ to nation 
 Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Oct 31 unveiled the 182-metre high ‘Statue of 

Unity’ in honour of country’s first Home Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, and 
dedicated it to the nation. 

 It is built on Sadhu Bet Island on Narmada river. 
 The imposing statue is touted to be the world’s tallest. 
 The ₹2,389 crore monument is a tribute to Patel who played a major role in 

integrating the princely states into the Indian Union after the partition of 1947.  
 It is almost 29 metres taller than China’s Spring Temple Buddha that stands at 

153 metres, and almost twice as high as the 93-metre Statue of Liberty in New 
York. 

 Statue of Unity constructed at Surat in Gujarat and dedicated to Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel was designed by sculptor Ram Vanji Sutar. 

 The Gujarat govt expects the statue to boost tourism, with one estimate putting 
the daily numbers at 15,000. 

 Apart from the Patel bronze figure, other major attractions include inauguration 
of a 17-km-long Valley of flowers, a Tent City for tourists near the statue and a 
museum dedicated to the life and times of Patel. 

13th India-Japan Annual Summit 
 The annual bilateral summit of India –Japan held in Japan. 
 The Indian prime minister Narendra Modi attended the summit. 
 Japan investors will invest around $2.5 US dollars in India.  
 The two sides agreed for a 2+2 dialogue between our foreign ministers and 

defence ministers to further work towards world peace. 
 An India-Japan Business Platform will be established to enhance the 

development of industrial corridors and industrial network in the region Both 
countries will cooperate for the first time in the areas of traditional medicinal 
systems such as Yoga and Ayurveda. 

 Both the countries have agreed to synchronize upon sharing benefits of the 
Ayushman Bharat scheme and the Japanese healthcare programme. 

SBI, Hitachi Payments form joint venture for digital payment platform 
 The country’s largest lender State Bank of India (SBI) and payments solution 

provider Hitachi Payment Services India have entered into an agreement to form 
a joint venture for establishing a card acceptance and digital payment platform. 

 SBI will have a majority stake in the proposed joint venture.  
 The JV will provide various payment options to customers and merchants 

focusing on areas such as rollout of a nationwide card acceptance infrastructure, 
quick response (QR) code acceptance, Unified Payment Interface (UPI), mass 
transit sector and e-commerce businesses. 

 The bank will leverage its branch network and engaged relationship with 
corporates and the government to provide a technology-led payment service in 
the country. 
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 Hitachi Payment Services India, a wholly owned subsidiary of Hitachi Group, 
Japan. 

Malala Yousafzai to receive Harvard award for activism 
 Nobel Prize Winner Malala Yousafzai is being honored by Harvard University for 

her work promoting girls’ education. 
 She will be awarded the 2018 Gleitsman Award on Dec 06. 
 She became the youngest person to win the Nobel Peace Prize in 2014 when she 

was recognized for her global work supporting schooling for all children. 
 As a teen in Pakistan, she survived an assassination attempt by the Taliban. 
 She later founded the nonprofit Malala Fund to support her work.  

 

Sanjay Kumar Mishra appointed as principal special director of ED 
 Sanjay Kumar Mishra has been appointed as the principal special director in the 

central probe agency and entrusted with the ‘additional’ charge of Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) director for three months. 

 He succeeded Karnal Singh. 
 The post of ED director is an additional secretary rank post in the Union 

government. 
 The Enforcement Directorate (ED) is a law enforcement agency and economic 

intelligence agency responsible for enforcing economic laws and fighting 
economic crime in India. 

Sourav Kothari clinches 2018 World Billiards Championship title 
 India’s Sourav Kothari defeated Peter Gilchrist of Singapore 1134-944 to clinch 

the 2018 World Billiards Championship title at Leeds in UK. 
 The former national and Asian Billiards champion Kothari was pipped at the post 

for the coveted World Billiards crown on two occasions in the last two years, 
including a loss to Gilchrist in the 2016 final in Bengaluru. 
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