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SBI PO GROUP DISCUSSION PROCESS  

1)There is a group 3 to 4 persons and they discuss about same topic. Some 

suggest advantage and some disadvantage of the topic. Other gives the 

conclusion of the topic.  

2) After seeing this topic what your view. It is right or wrong.  

3) You have to give facts regarding the topic and discuss about it. Do not write 

only true or false.  

 

Important Topic in recent Time  

On Trump’s Kashmir remarks, what is your view Right 

or Wrong? 

US President Donald Trump’s bombshell that he would like to mediate the vexed Kashmir 

conflict has set the stage for a high-profile diplomatic tug-of-war between India and 

Pakistan involving the world’s sole superpower. While Trump’s keenness to play the 

mediator in the frozen conflict between the two nuclear-armed nations has enthused many, 

India appears less keen. There are historical reasons for India’s reluctance to third-party 

intervention on Kashmir, which we will dwell upon later. 

Publicised joint press conference with Pakistani Prime Minister Imran Khan at the Oval 

Office, Trump set the proverbial cat among pigeons by offering to broker peace talks over 

the Kashmir region that remains a sore point in India-Pakistan relations. “If I can help, I 
would love to be a mediator,” Trump said. “If I can do anything to help, let me know.” 

Wrong- According to Simla agreement no third party interfere on Kashmir. India, in 

1972, negotiated the Simla Agreement, which did away with any idea of future 

mediation between the two countries. According to the Agreement signed on July 2, 1972 

by Indira Gandhi and by then President Bhutto, the two countries “resolved to settle 

their differences by peaceful means through bilateral negotiations or by any other 
peaceful means mutually agreed upon between them”. 

In February 1999, the Lahore declaration signed by Nawaz Sharif and Atal Behari 

Vajpayee also affirmed the bilateral nature of issues and their resolution. 

Right- Kashmir dispute has dragged on for nearly seven decades now. Wars have been 

fought over it and countless lives lost across both sides of the India-Pakistan border. Both 

countries are nuclear armed and there is a danger — as witnessed during the recent 

Balakot strikes — of a skirmish turning into a big flashpoint over Kashmir. 
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India and Pakistan to resolve the conflict and if they somehow find the mutual distrust too 
big to gulf, may be take help from a neutral player. 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman press conference 

on slowdown economy 

 

i)Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharam on Friday said that the global growth may probably 

be very weak but the Indian economy is still doing better than the other countries including 

the United States and China. 

Right –India GDP growth batter than China GDP growth rate (6.3% for 2019) and US .  

Disadvantage- US GDP (20.5 Trillion), China (13.6 Trillion) but India (Only 2.7 trillion). So 

no comparing to US and China.  

ii)Though Nirmala Sitharaman had earlier declined to comment on the speculations of a 

stimulus package, she has been meeting industry representatives from auto, telecom, 

banking and financial, SMEs (Small and Medium Enterprises), among others, for the past 

several days to understand their concerns.  

Right- small and medium enterprises contribute 29 per cent of India's GDP and provide 
employment to 11 crore people. 

Gadkari also informed the House that a portal www.psbloansin59minutes.com has been 

launched by a public limited company, 'Online PSB loans Ltd' in which SIDBI and other 

public sector banks hold majority stake, that provides in-principle approval of loans for 
MSMEs in 59 minutes. 

The portal initially provided in-principle approval of loans for amounts from Rs 1 lakh to 

Rs 100 lakh and recently some banks have started considering in-principle approval of 
loans up to Rs 500 lakh, he said. 

The same portal has tied up with 20 public sector banks, four private sector banks and a 

cooperative bank, the minister informed. 

"A total of 55,635 cases with total loans of Rs 16,174 crore have been sanctioned 

principally under the portal as on March 31, 2019 and a total of Rs 12,683 crore has been 

financially sanctioned in 45,216 cases. So far, a total of Rs 4,746 crore has been disbursed 

in 20,303 cases.  

Recent Fact- There is approx. 25 lakhs job cut in Auto sector, 36% decline in production in 

Textile sector and same condition is also going in for Agriculture, steel and other related 

sector.  
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iii) Major demands of the slowdown-hit industries, especially automobile, FMCG (Fast-

Moving Consumer Goods), include a reduction in the GST (Goods and Services Tax) and the 

rollback of the super-rich tax for FPIs (Foreign Portfolio Investors). 

Reason- Entire economic situation had changed after implementation of initiatives like 

demonetisation, Goods and Service Tax and Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code. China and US 
trade war.  

The Amazon Forest is on fire 

 

Over the last several days, the Amazon rainforest has been burning at a rate that has 

alarmed environmentalists and governments worldwide. Mostly caused by farmers 

clearing land, the fires have thrown the spotlight on Brazil President Jair Bolsonaro’s 

policies and anti-environment stance. 

Where is it located? 

In South America, across nine countries. The majority of the forest is located within the 

Brazilian boarders, followed by Peru and Colombia, with minor amounts in Venezuela, 
Ecuador, Bolivia, Guyana, Suriname and French Guiana. 

Where are the Amazon fires happening? 

Started in the Amazonian rainforests, the fires have impacted populated areas in the north, 

such as the states of Rondônia and Acre, blocking sunlight and enveloping the region in 

smoke. 

Brazil’s National Institute for Space Research (INPE) has reported that forest fires in the 

region have doubled since 2013, and increased by 84% compared to the same period last 

year. This year alone there have been 72,843 fires, it said, and more than 9,500 of those 
have happened over the past few days. 

What is the Amazon rain forest? 

The amazon rain forest is the world’s largest tropical rainforest, famous for a massive 

biodiversity of animals, plant life and insects. It’s intersected by literally over a thousand 

rivers, including the largest river in the world, the Amazon River. 

What exactly is happening in the Amazon? 

Allegedly humans are setting deliberate fires to the Amazon Rainforest. Paulo Moutinho, 

co-founder of the Amazon Environmental Research Institute, said this week, “It is very 

difficult to have natural fires in the Amazon. It happens but the majority come from the 

hand of humans." 
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President Bolsonaro’s anti-environment rhetoric has emboldened farmers. The local 

farmers had set fire to sections of the rainforest a few days ago to get the government’s 

attention. 

“We need to show the President that we want to work and the only way is to knock it down. 

And to form and clear our pastures, it is with fire,” Folha do Progresso quoted one farmer 

as saying. 

The Amazon fires are so large that they are visible from space. NASA released images on 

August 11 showing the spread of fires and reported that its satellites had detected 

heightened fire activity in July and August. 

Who is responsible? 

Technically, because Brazil is home to the largest portion of the forest, it’s mainly up to 

them to acknowledge and fix the problem. 

Brazillian President Jair Bolsonaro took office on January 1. One of his campaign promises 

to loosen protections for indigenous lands and nature reserves, so that more businesses 

can use the land and help the struggling economy with major agricultural and mining 

sectors. 

He has also expressed a desire to protect the environment, “but without creating difficulties 
for our progress.” 

Bolsonaro has also feuded with non-governmental groups and foreign governments, 

including Germany and France, which have demanded Brazil do more to protect the 

Amazon. Bolsonaro calls it “meddling by people who should improve the environment in 

their own countries”. This week he even suggested, without evidence, that a non-

governmental organisation or activists could be setting fires to make him look bad. 

What can I do as a normal person? 

The most important actions are political and collective. But here in the UAE, you can donate 

to organisations that support the forest including Amazon Watch, WWF, Greenpeace, 
Imazon, International Rivers and Friends of the Earth. 

As a consumer, think twice before buying Brazilian beef or other products unless certified 

by groups such as Rainforest Alliance. 

Why Amazon forest need for world  

Jonathan Foley, the former director of the California Academy of Sciences and founder of 

Project Drawdown, a research group focusing on climate change, tweeted that he estimates 

it’s only possible for the Amazon itself to produce 6 per cent of the world’s oxygen. So 
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although the burning of the rainforest is worrying for many reasons, there is no need to 
worry about an oxygen shortage. 

Solution  

At a time when the world needs billions more trees to absorb the carbon that we continue 
to emit on a daily basis, the planet is losing its biggest rainforest. 

What is P Chidambaram's role in INX Media case? 

What is INX Media case? 

INX Media, founded by media entrepreneurs Indrani Mukherjea along with husband Peter 

Mukherjea, was allegedly helped by P Chidambaram in violating foreign investment laws. 

While INX Media had permission to source foreign investments to the tune of Rs 4.62 crore, 

it allegedly received funds worth Rs 305 crore. 

When the FIU found anomalies in the FIPB clearances and amount received by INX Media, 

the investigation was handed over to the Enforcement Directorate (ED). The ED conducted 

an investigation and found traces of corruption, following which the matter was referred to 

CBI. 

The CBI registered an FIR in the case on May 2017 and ED also lodged a separate case of 

money laundering. In its FIR, CBI highlighted irregularities in the FIPB clearance granted to 

INX Media in 2007. 

In March 2007, INX Media had approached the finance ministry for issuance of 14.98 lakh 

equity shares and 31.22 lakh convertible non-cumulative redeemable preference shares. 

The shares were to be transferred to three non-resident companies under the FDI route. 

The FIPB, however, did not approve the downstream investment of the foreign fund in INX 

Media's subsidiary, INX News Private Limited. 

The fact that it received Rs 305 crore instead of the approved Rs 4.62 crore was in violation 

of FIPB rules and regulations. Its downstream investment in the subsidiary was also in 
violation of FIPB rules. 

Charges against P Chidambaram 

P Chidambaram is being probed for allegedly helping INX Media get illegal Foreign 

Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) clearances for funds amounting to Rs 305 crore. This 

happened when P Chidambaram was finance minister in the UPA-I government. 

Senior Congress leader P Chidambaram was arrested by the Central Bureau of 

Investigation (CBI) on Wednesday night in connection with the INX Media case. The case 

related to the media company dates back to 2008 when the Financial Intelligence Unit 
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(FIU) of the finance ministry found anomalies in money flow from three Mauritius-based 
firms to INX Media Private Limited. 

He was arrested just a day after Delhi High Court said that the INX Media case was a classic 

case of "money laundering". Chidambaram is being probed for allegedly helping INX Media 

get illegal Foreign Investment Promotion Board (FIPB) clearances for funds amounting to 
Rs 

305 crore. This happened when P Chidambaram was finance minister in the UPA-I 

government. 

Corruption allegations 

When the I-T department had initially raised red flags in connection with the anomaly in 

2008, INX Media allegedly sought to escape the mess by offering kickbacks to a firm (Chess 
Management Services) owned by Karti Chidambaram, son of P Chidambaram. 

The CBI also said that instead of investigating the violations, the FIPB had then suggested 

INX Media apply for fresh approval for foreign funds for downstream investment. 

While the Chidambarams have vociferously denied allegations against them, Indrani 

Mukherjea in 2018 told CBI that a deal of $1 million was struck between Karti 

Chidambaram and the Mukherjeas to secure approval from the FIPB in favour of INX Media. 

In July 2019, 

she agreed to turn approver in the case. After P Chidambaram was arrested by the CBI on 

Wednesday, his son Karti has slammed the Centre and accused it of "settling" political 

scores. 

Govt. creation of CDS post 
The creation of the post of the Chief of the Defence Staff, which Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi announced in his Independence Day address, fulfils a long-felt and consistently 

articulated need to strengthen India’s defence posture. 

Why are Important Now:  It gives legitimate pause to wonder why this has taken so many 

decades. Indeed, Manohar Parrikar, as Defence Minister, had said this was on the cards. Yet, 

two Defence Ministers came and went, Arun Jaitley and Nirmala Sitharaman, and this 

logical step was not taken. Since this is to be a ‘single-point’ advisory position to the 

government, there must have been entrenched opposition to this becoming reality. 

Ultimately the decision must have been thrust centre stage by the current strategic 

environment. What was always desirable became an urgent necessity. Pulwama and 

Balakot, the repeated offers for mediation in Kashmir by the U.S. President, the imminent 

pull-out of American troops from Afghanistan, which would leave Pakistan and its proxies 

the dominant players on the ground with a strong chance of blowback into Kashmir, as well 

as the abrogation of Articles 370 and 35A, are factors that have come together to confer 
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urgency to taking this step. The forces will no doubt have to be on a heightened sense of 
alert and in a seamless state of coordination to meet the challenges. 

 

Who is the Chief of Defence Staff?- The Chief of Defence Staff is the highest-ranked officer 
of the country’s armed forces. The CDS advises the government on matters related to all 
three services - Army, Navy and Air Force. The CDS is also the head of the three services 
and is a five-star military officer. The CDS effectively coordinates among the three services 
during the war, emergency situations or something crucial. The Chief of Defence Staff also 
works as military adviser to the PM on nuclear issues. 
 

How Army work without CDS?- The most senior officer of all three military chiefs 

functions as the Chairman of Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC). The incumbent Air Chief 

Marshal (ACM) B.S. Dhanoa took over as the Chairman COSC on May 31 from outgoing Navy 

Chief Adm Sunil Lanba. Army Chief Gen Bipin Rawat will take over as the Chairman of COSC 
on September 30 this year following the retirement of ACM Dhanoa . 

Is this proposal new?- The proposal for a CDS has been there for two decades. It was first 

made by the K. Subrahmanyam committee appointed after the Kargil conflict of 1999 to 

recommend higher military reforms. However, lack of consensus and apprehensions 
among services meant it never moved forward. 

In 2012, the Naresh Chandra committee recommended the appointment of a Permanent 

Chairman of Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC) as a midway to allay apprehensions over the 
CDS. 

The CDS is also one of the 99 recommendations made by the Lt General D.B. Shekatkar 

(retd) Committee which submitted its report in December 2016 which had 34 

recommendations pertaining to the tri-services. 

How do other countries work?- All major countries, especially the nuclear weapon states, 

have a CDS. The U.K. from which the Indian armed forces and the Defence Ministry are 

modelled on has a Permanent Secretary, equivalent to the Defence Secretary, and also a 
CDS. 

The U.K. Government guidelines state that the CDS is the professional head of the British 

armed forces and, as military strategic commander, is responsible for how operations are 

carried out. He is also the most senior military adviser to the Secretary of State for Defence 
and the Prime Minister. 

The Permanent Secretary is the government's principal civilian adviser on Defence, has 

primary responsibility for policy, finance and planning, and is also the Departmental 
Accounting Officer. 
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Article 370 and 35a removed 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on 7august proposed to scrap Article 370 of the 

Constitution which gives special status to Jammu and Kashmir and said the state will be 

split into two Union Territories: Jammu and Kashmir with an Assembly and Ladakh 

without one. 

With this reform, India now has 28 states and 9 union territories. 

 

Article 370 

History 

In October 1947, the then-Maharaja Hari Singh of Kashmir signed the ‘Instrument of 
Accession’, which specified three subjects on which Jammu and Kashmir would transfer its 
powers to the government of India: 1. Foreign affairs, 2. Defence and 3. Communications. In 
March 1948, the Maharaja appointed an interim government in the state, with Sheikh 
Abdullah as the prime minister. In July 1949, Sheikh Abdullah and three other colleagues 
joined the Indian Constituent Assembly and negotiated the special status of J&K, leading to 
the adoption of Article 370. The controversial provision was drafted by Sheikh Abdullah. 

What are the provisions of Article 370? 

Parliament needs the Jammu & Kashmir government's nod for applying laws in the state — 
except defence, foreign affairs, finance, and communications. 

The law of citizenship, ownership of property, and fundamental rights of the residents of 
Jammu & Kashmir is different from the residents living in rest of India. Under Article 370, 
citizens from other states cannot buy property in Jammu & Kashmir. Under Article 370, the 
Centre has no power to declare financial emergency. 

It is important to note Article 370(1)(c) explicitly mentions that Article 1 of the Indian 
Constitution applies to Kashmir through Article 370. Article 1 lists the states of the Union. 
This means that it is Article 370 that binds the state of J&K to the Indian Union. Removing 
Article 370, which can be done by a Presidential Order, would therefore make the state 
independent of India. 

Temporary provision or not? 

A petition filed by Kumari Vijayalakshmi Jha challenged the validity of Article 370 against 
the Delhi High Court's April 11, 2017 order. The petition had said that the continuance of 
the temporary provision of Article 370 even after dissolution of Constituent Assembly of 
J&K, and that of J&K Constitution, which has never got the assent of the President of India 
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or Parliament or the government of India, "amounts to fraud on the basic structure of our 
Constitution". 

Article 35A 

What is it? 

Article 35A gives the Jammu & Kashmir Legislature full discretionary power to decide who 
the 'permanent residents' of the state are. It gives them special rights and privileges 
regarding employment with the state government, acquisition of property in the state, 
settling in the state, and the right to scholarships and other forms of aid that the state 
government provides. It also allows the state legislature to impose any restrictions upon 
persons other than the permanent residents regarding the above. 

To guarantee these special rights and privileges, the Article says no act of the state 
legislature that comes under it can be challenged for violating the Constitution or any other 
laws. 

What will happen if Article 35A is repealed? 

Repealment of Article 35A by the Supreme Court of India or by the government will have 
some far-reaching implications. Before Article 35A was introduced to the Constitution of 
India, the Governor and the Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir were addressed as the 
Sadr-e-Riyasat (President) and Wazir-e-Azam (Prime Minister). There's a possibility that if 
Article 35A is repealed, it would lead J&K back to the same arrangement. 

The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and the Election Commission of India would also be 
curtailed. The legal control of the Centre over Jammu and Kashmir would be limited only to 
the matters of Defence, External Affairs and Communication. 

Which parties are against the removal of Articles 35A and 370 

All Kashmir valley based parties, including the National Conference (NC), Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP), Jammu and Kashmir People's Movement (J&KPM) and others are 
opposed to any tinkering with Articles 35A and 370 that give a special status to J&K. The 
Congress party also wants these articles to be protected. Congress leaders maintain that 
senior leaders of the party, including late Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru had 
painstakingly worked out J&K's relationship with India through promises made in these 
articles. Former Jammu and Kashmir chief minister Mehbooba Mufti has warned the Centre 
against the revocation of Article 35A, saying any tinkering with the constitutional provision 
would be akin to setting a powder keg on fire. Mufti asked her party workers to get ready 
for a big fight for the protection of Article 35A, which gives special rights and privileges to 
the state's permanent residents. 
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"We want to tell the central government that tinkering with Article 35A will be akin to 
setting a powder keg on fire," the PDP president said. "If any hand tries to touch Article 
35A, not only that hand, but that whole body will be burnt to ashes." 

Mufti said they would fight till death any attempt to tinker with the state's special status. 

Who wants Articles 35A and 370 removed? 

Among the centrist mainstream parties, the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) stands for 
abrogation of these articles arguing they are roadblocks not only to the integration of the 
state with the rest of the country but also in the development of J&K. 

Article 370 protected the state's demographic character 
Kashmir is India's only Muslim majority state. "GOIs intention is clear & sinister. They want 
to change demography of the only Muslim majority state in India, disempower Muslims to 
the extent where they become second class citizens in their own state," Mufti tweeted 
earlier on Monday. She went as far as to call the abrogation "another partition along 
communal lines". But that is a sentiment echoed by many in the state - the abrogation of 
Article 370, and by extension Article 35A, is seen to open the floodgates so as to speak, 
enabling Hindus from other parts of India to migrate to the state and thus engineer a 
demographic transformation. 
Legislative powers 
J&K Assembly will no longer be in a position to clear any significant bills within the state - 
the balance of power will shift in favour of the Union government. Significantly, in the 
absence of an elected government in the state the presidential order reportedly states that 
the state's governor shall exercise the powers of the elected government. 
Preferential employment opportunities 
Under Article 35A no outsider could bag a government job. Companies in the state were 
even forced to hire only locals. The revoking of this rule intends to level the playing field. In 
a blog post in March, BJP stalwart and former Finance Minister Arun Jaitley had claimed 
that Article 35A crippled J&K's ability to raise financial resources - despite not having 
enough of it - and denied its people a booming economy, economic activity and jobs. "No 
investor is willing to set up an industry, hotel, private educational institutions or private 
hospitals since he can neither buy land or property nor can his executives do so.  Their 
ward cannot get government jobs or admission to colleges.  Today, there are no major 
national or international chains which have set up hotel in a tourism-centric State. This 
prevents enrichment, resource generation and job creation," he penned. 
Right to protect its state borders 
J&K's special status had thus far shielded it from the applicability of Article 3, which 
provides for re-drawing state boundaries or the creation of a new state. The bifurcation of 
the state of Jammu and Kashmir into two Union Territories (UTs) - Ladakh and J&K - is 
hence pinned to the abrogation of Article 370. "Keeping in view the prevailing internal 
security situation, fuelled by cross border terrorism in the existing state of Jammu and 
Kashmir, a separate Union Territory for Jammu and Kashmir is being created. The Union 
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Territory of Jammu and Kashmir will be with legislature," Shah announced in Rajya Sabha. 
He added that this has been a long pending demand of people of Ladakh. 
Of course, there are some Kashmiris who are celebrating the government's decision. The 
Article, also referred to as the Permanent Residents Law, had thus far barred a woman 
(belonging to the state) from any property rights if she marries a person from outside the 
state. The provision also extended to the children of such women as they do not have any 
succession rights over the property. The revoking of Article 370 ends the age-old 
discrimination against women of J&K who chose to marry outsiders. 

 

 

 

Chandrayaan 2 How ISRO’s mission to Moon will impact 

India and humanity 

ISRO’s Chandrayaan 2 Mission: Chandrayaan 2 mission by Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) is one of the most eagerly- awaited events in the history of the Indian 

space programme. Even as the Chandrayaan 2 launch faced an unexpected delay due to 

‘technical glitch’, the space-agency has been leaving no stone unturned in making this 

mission a historic one. Chandrayaan 2 launch, which was earlier scheduled on July 15, will 

now take place on July 22 from Satish Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota. 

Many firsts for ISRO and India: If Chandrayaan 2 launch as well as the mission become 

successful, ISRO will become the first space agency to conduct a soft landing on the south 

polar region of Moon. Chandrayaan 2 mission is also the first expedition by the Indian 

space-agency to attempt a soft landing on the lunar surface with home-grown technology. 

Chandrayaan 2 is also the first Indian mission to explore the lunar terrain with home-

grown technology. If Chandrayaan 2 mission becomes successful, India will become the 
fourth country ever to soft-land on the lunar surface. 

Chennai water crisis: During its first mission to Moon in 2008, ISRO found the water on 

Moon. This time the space-agency wants to go one step ahead on this discovery. Experts 

stated the expedition could offer much-needed solutions to existing water shortages in 

Chennai. India is trying to identify the existence of Helium-3 on the surface of the Moon. 

The non-radioactive Helium-3 is touted to have the potential to power nuclear fusion 

reactors for centuries. Chennai, despite being a coastal city is suffering from drinking water 

scarcity. In the desalination process the seawater is processed and made potable. However, 

desalination process requires an extreme energy guzzler technology. Here, Helium-3 based 
energy could come very handy. 
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Discoveries to benefit India, humanity: ISRO has stated that Chandrayaan 2 mission not 

only improves the understanding of the Moon but will also benefit India and humanity. It 

has said that a successful Chandrayaan 2 mission could prove to be a paradigm shift in the 

way expeditions to the Moon are conducted. Chandrayaan 2 mission will also increase the 

understanding of space, boost the advancement of technology and promote global alliances. 

History of Moon, Earth: Chandrayaan 2 mission is essential to trace back the origin and 

evolution of the Moon. This is crucial as the Moon offers the linkage to Earth’s early history. 

Chandrayaan-2 will attempt to soft-land on the south pole of Moon. This region has craters 

that contain a fossil record of the early Solar System, according to ISRO. 

 

Unclear doctrine: On ‘No First Use’ nuclear policy 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has been somewhat careful in speaking of envisioning a 

change in India’s nuclear deterrence posture. In place for 16 years, since January 4, 2003, 

when the doctrine was adopted formally, New Delhi has said consistently that India’s 

nuclear weapons were based on staggering and punitive retaliation, in case deterrence 

failed. The retaliation to a nuclear strike, any nuclear strike, whether by tactical or theatre 

weapons or something bigger, would be crushing enough to deter the possible use of 

nuclear weapons by an adversary. So the theory goes. On the first death anniversary of 

former Prime Minister A.B. Vajpayee, and in the nuclear proving ground in Pokhran, the 

Minister said two things: that the no-first-use has served India well so far, and that what 

happens in future depends on circumstances. There ought to be no scope for confusion 

here. Security is, after all, a dynamic concept. It was the security environment in the 

neighbourhood coupled with the pressure brought by the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban 

Treaty that forced India out of the nuclear closet and, at the same time, to adopt the no-

first-use posture. The structures associated with the doctrine, the command and control 

that can survive a nuclear strike, the redundancies that are in-built, the secure 
communications, have all been developed keeping in view the posture perspective. 

But there is a danger that the minister’s remark could spark off a nuclear arms race, given 

the strategic paranoias that have been at work in this part of the world for over half a 

century. In the elections of 2014, the BJP’s manifesto had references to an intention to 

update and revise the nuclear doctrine, but that went nowhere. It is conceivable that 

nuclear weapons could fall into the hands of non-state actors in Pakistan, but even in such 

scenarios that warrant pre-emptive action, a nuclear strike cannot be a viable option. It 

would have been much better if Mr. Singh had elaborated on his thoughts so that a debate 

could have taken place, and not kept his remarks enigmatic. In a nuclear circumstance it is 

much better to convey the overwhelming nature of the deterrence than to keep the 

potential adversary guessing. In this respect it is a good idea for the government to make 

public any periodic review in its strategic posture. The no-first-use policy comes with being 
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a confident nuclear power. For him to state the future is open is to say nothing and at once 

imply everything. In matters of nuclear doctrine, it is important to be clear above all else. 

Nothing must be left to interpretation. 

 

Aadhaar-social media linking 

 

The Supreme Court on August 20, 2019 stressed on the need to find a balance between the 
right to online privacy and the right of the state to trace originators of messages that are 
fake, defamatory or aim to spread panic. 

The Supreme Court bench comprising Justices Deepak Gupta and Aniruddha Ghose 
expressed concern over the dangers of the dark web. The bench’s observations came in 
response to the submissions made by Attorney General KK Venugopal appearing on behalf 
of the Tamil Nadu Government about the need to link user profiles on social media 
platforms with the Aadhaar database. 

The Tamil Nadu Government had told the Supreme Court on Monday that the user profiles 
on social media need to be linked with Aadhaar to keep a check on the circulation of fake, 
defamatory and pornographic content as well as anti-national and terror material. 

However, social media platforms, particularly Facebook have been resisting Aadhaar 
linking, stating that sharing of 12-digit Aadhaar number would violate the privacy policy of 
users. The facebook-owned messaging platform, WhatsApp will be one of the worst-hit if 
the Aadhaar-social media linkage is approved by the court, as the messaging platform is 
known to be a space for private conversations online. 

 

How did Aadhaar-social media linking case originate? 
The original PILs seeking Aadhaar-social media interlinking were filed by private citizens 
Antony Clement Rubin and Janani Krishnamurthy for authentication of identity. Both the 
petitioners sought Aadhaar linking to social media profiles due to rising instances of 
cyberbullying, spreading of defamatory and humiliating messages and other intolerable 
activities on social media. The cases were registered in the Madras High Court. 

What is the Tamil Nadu Government’s take on the case? 
Attorney General KK Venugopal appearing on behalf of the Tamil Nadu government stated 
in the Supreme Court that Aadhaar-social media linking is needed to keep a check on fake 
news and defamatory, anti-national and terror-sponsoring articles or content and 
pornographic material on social media. Venugopal also referred to the Blue Whale game, 
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which had reportedly claimed the lives of several children in India. The game was declared 
as a hoax by the central government and the Kerala Cyber Police. 

Why is Facebook resisting Aadhaar-social media linking? 
Facebook has been resisting the move of linking user profiles with Aadhaar, as the social 
media platform feels that it would violate the privacy policy of users. Facebook also stated 
that it cannot share the 12-digit unique Aadhaar number as the content on its instant 
messaging app, Whatsapp is end-to-end encrypted and even they do not have access to it. 

Why is Facebook seeking transfer of cases demanding Aadhaar-social media linking 
to the Supreme Court? 
Facebook sought transfer of four petitions, two in Madras High Court and one each in the 
Bombay and the Madhya Pradesh High Courts on Aadhaar-social media linking to the 
Supreme Court stating that all the pending cases raise the same issue and that it was 
difficult for it to defend itself before high courts across the country. Facebook stated that 
transfer of all the cases to the apex court would be in the interest of justice, given the fact 
that the different High Courts have given conflicting observations in the case. The social 
media platform stated that avoiding conflicting decisions in the matter is necessary to 
ensure that users across India are given equal privacy protection. 

What happens if certain courts rule in favour of Aadhaar-social media linking and 
others don’t? 
The conflicting decisions by the four courts could lead to a situation where the social media 
platforms, which operate uniformly across India, will be ordered to link Aadhaar with user 
profiles in certain Indian states and not others. 

What happens if user profiles on social media platforms are linked with their 
Aadhaar number? 
The linking of user profiles on social media with Aadhaar would make every message and 
post by the user traceable. Though the move will serve as a deterrent to social media 
instigators and perpetrators of defamatory and fake posts, it would also violate the privacy 
of the users, keeping a record of each message along with the registered mobile number or 
email account. This would mean the end of private communications. The privacy experts 
fear that the linking would allow India’s nationalist government to force social media 
platforms to become surveillance tools. 

What will happen to those who don’t have Aadhaar or who don’t link Aadhaar to 
their social media profiles? 
It is unclear as of now of what will happen to those who don’t link their social media 
accounts to their 12-digit Aadhaar number. Will their accounts be deleted or blocked? It is 
also unclear what action will be taken against parody accounts of users. Users also have 
concerns that if a tweet they did years ago suddenly goes viral out of context then will all 
the people who shared it also get investigated or punished or will their accounts be 
deactivated? 
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Hong Kong protests against extradition law 

What is happening in Hong Kong? 

Protests have gripped Hong Kong since June 2019, sparked by highly controversial 

legislation to extradite those convicted of crimes to mainland China  and Taiwan. 

Weeks of demonstrations started on Sunday, June 9, when a procession of people almost 

two miles long marched for seven hours through central Hong Kong. 

In August 2019 operations at Hong Kong airport were suspended for two days after 
protesters occupied terminal buildings. 

13th saw the fifth consecutive day of sit-ins at the airport, with protesters demanding 
greater democratic freedoms and opposing Chinese influence in the territory. 

 

What are people protesting about? 

That bill has been shelved for now - but the protests have mushroomed into a broader 

backlash against the government amid fears of the growing control of China's Communist 

party. 

Hong Kong, a former British colony in south eastern China, has long enjoyed a special 

status under the principal "one country, two systems". The Basic Law dictates that Hong 

Kong will retain its common law and capitalist system for 50 years after the handover in 
1997. 

But there are fears China is extending its influence over Hong Kong long before this 
deadline. 

Protesters see the move to try Hong Kong citizens under Chinese law as deeply problematic 

- in 2015, 99.9 per cent of those accused in China's courts were convicted. 

But there are other issues at stake too. 

Protesters also believe their leader should be elected in a more democratic way that 

reflects the preference of the voters. 

The chief executive, Carrie Lam, is currently elected by a 1,200-member election committee 
- a mostly pro-Beijing body chosen by just six per cent of eligible voters. 

 

Who is protesting? 

A huge cross-section of society including lawyers, journalists, activists and business figures 
have joined in widespread protests across the region. 
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Activists say they won't stop until their main demands are met. 

These include the resignation of the Hong Kong's leader, Carrie Lam, an amnesty for those 

arrested and a permanent withdrawal of the bill. 

On August 9, 2019, anti-government protesters dressed in black descended on Hong Kong's 

airport to draw international awareness to the movement - the first of three days of 

unauthorised rallies in the Chinese territory. 

They were seen waving banners in different languages denouncing Carrie Lam and the 
police. 

 

How is the Chinese government reacting to the protest? 

Beijing has reacted furiously to the protests, warning those involved not to "play with fire". 

China's military released a threatening video showing them conducting anti-riot drills. 

The footage - believed to have been filmed in the region - shows armed troops descending 

from helicopters and shooting their way through the streets and into people's homes. 

Chinese police and soldiers have been seen training with “giant forks” as Hong Kong braces 

itself for another weekend of protests across the city. 

Security forces were spotted carrying out crowd control exercises with the terrifying 
weapons at the Shenzhen Bay Sports Centre just 4.5 miles from the border with Hong Kong. 

In a press briefing on August 6, a spokesman for the Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of 

the State Council issued China's firmest rebuke yet. 

It said the months-long "radical protests" had negatively impacted Hong Kong's "prosperity 

and stability, pushing it into a dangerous abyss". 

Who is Carrie Lam and how have Hong Kong's government reacted to the protest? 

Carrie Lam, 62, is Hong Kong's Chief Executive - the state's most senior politician. 

Lam suspended the bill a month after the demonstrations started - however she did not 

fully withdraw it leading to criticism from the protest movement's leaders. 

Speaking on July 9, she said the extradition bill was "dead," adding the government's work 
on the bill had been a "total failure". 

The bill would allow extraditions to any jurisdiction that does not already have a treaty - 
including mainland China and Taiwan. 
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The government claims the measure would prevent the seven million strong population 
from becoming a magnet for fugitives. 

Facing deafening calls to resign, Ms Lam retreated for a fortnight. 

On August 5, her first address in two weeks, she warned that Hong Kong was "on the verge 
of a very dangerous situation". 

And she accused activists of using the extradition bill to hide their real goal, which she 

claims is to "destroy Hong Kong". 

Google has shut down 210 channels on YouTube it said were part of a "coordinated” 

attempt to post material about the ongoing protests in Hong Kong. 

The firm said attempts had been made to "disguise the origin of these accounts and other 
activity commonly associated with coordinated influence operations”. 

 

How has the UK and the international community responded? 

 

In July, UK Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt, who has since been ousted and replaced by 

Dominic Raab, tweeted that Britain’s “support for Hong Kong and its freedoms is 
unwavering.” 

He said the UK couldn't just "gulp and move on" in response to the ongoing situation in the 

former British territory. 

Hunt warned there would be a diplomatic showdown if the Sino-British declaration on 

Hong Kong was not honoured by Beijing. 

A spokesman said the Beijing government was "extremely dissatisfied" with the way 
Britain had "continuously gesticulated" about Hong Kong. 

The US updated its travel advisory to the territory on Thursday, August 8. 

 

What was the Umbrella movement? 

The Umbrella revolution was a series of sit-in street protests in Hong Kong, running from 
September 26 to December 15, 2014. 

The former British colony had been promised it would be able to elect its leader by 

universal suffrage by 2017 - unlike the system of a "nominating committee" of 1,200, 

formed largely from Beijing elites. 
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Protests were sparked when in August 2014, Beijing passed a reform framework to 
stipulate universal suffrage as they wanted it. 

This would mean only two or three committee-vetted candidates who "love the country" 

would be able to run - and proved the final straw for those disillusioned by the thinning 

veneer of democracy. 

Students began striking on September 22, with thousands of residents joining them  as the 
movement ballooned. 

The revolution won its name from the use of umbrellas to defend protesters against police 

pepper spray. 

Despite the mass movement, the protest ended without any political concessions from the 

government, with three of the most prominent activists sentenced to six to eight months' 

imprisonment for unlawful assembly. 

 

Mob Lynching 

What is MoB lynching: Lynching is a premeditated extrajudicial killing by a group. It is 

most often used to characterize informal public executions by a mob in order to punish an 
alleged transgressor, or to intimidate a group. 

Mob lynchings in India: 

Everyone condemns mob lynching deaths, so what is the problem? 

There has already been a spate of opinion pieces in mainstream media over the murder of 

people by mob lynching in India. A common thread which emerges across the Right and the 

Left is that vigilantism and mob lynching should have no place in society. Its presence 

shows an inept law and order situation and prevents society from facing and handling 

other serious issues of development. 

However, going beyond the valid concern of law and order, there is also the dimension of a 

perceived escalation in such mob-violence over the past few years, and its relationship with 

the rise of the Right-wing in power. It has been eloquently pointed out that this recent 

spate of mob lynching indicates state indifference and a majoritarian denial of reality, that 

it is the deliberate persecution of minorities based on hate,  an anti-Muslim feeling buoyed 

by the current Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh-Bharatiya Janata Party dispensation, and 

that a lynching is a majority’s way of telling a minority population that the law cannot 

protect it. This rings out loud in the aftermath of legislations passed on cattle trade and the 
now infamous rise of cow vigilantism in India. 

There are however certain sections within the media who deny such perception any basis 

in reality. They point out to the gruesome history of mob violence and massacres in the 
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past, particularly prior to the current central government, to state that lynching is 

essentially a law and order problem. They argue that there is only a “narrative” within a 

politically biased mainstream media, which seeks to hold the central BJP government and 

the RSS responsible and that a consequence of such “selective condemnation and bigotry”, 

is that it absolves law enforcement and drives away the moderates from the debate. 

The question, therefore, hinges on looking at the trends of such mob violence and lynchings 

in India in the recent past. 

Communal lynchings: A new form of hate crime 

In the absence of any official data on mob violence and lynching, news content could 

certainly serve as an important data sources with regard to such crimes. Some insightful 

characteristics can definitely be discerned by any such content analysis on mob violence. 

The authors of this piece did an exercise searching specifically for ‘mob lynching’ in ‘India’ 
on Google news between 2010 and 2017. 

The exercise is somewhat similar to that by IndiaSpend that uses different key words such 

as ‘cow vigilantes’, ‘gau rakshaks’, ‘beef’, ‘lynching’, ‘cow slaughter’, ‘cattle thieves’, ‘beef 

smuggler’ and ‘cattle trader’.  The results of the IndiaSpend article have not been duplicated 

and can be found here separately. 

The biggest trend that could be observed from our data-set is that of the lynching of 

individuals by a mob acting as an executor of an extrajudicial punishment. It includes the 

lynching of individuals who have been accused of petty crimes, individuals accused of 

murder and rape, and individuals perceived by the mob as deviants. There have also been 

quite a few instances of mob-violence on the basis of race against African and African-

American students and tourists. 

Apart from the incidents considered in our analysis there are three other prominent issues 

which merit an independent investigation and have not been included here as the incident 

count pertaining to them is too large. In addition, cases related to these issues are also 

often not reported. First are lynching deaths based on witch-hunting. These numbers are 

shocking in themselves. One report indicate that 2,097 such murders were committed 

between 2000 and 2012 in at least 12 states. The second type pertains to the historical 

issue of caste violence against Dalits. Caste atrocities often include lynching but are 

generally under-reported. The purpose behind these displays of violence in public is of 

course to intimidate by way of making an example. Curiously, one of the first widely 

reported instances of mob lynching based on bovine issues in recent times was based on a 

rumour of cow slaughter in 2002, where five Dalits from Haryana were lynched by a 

frenzied mob. The third includes lynching incidents which have occurred during riots or 

have been the instigating cause of riots (for instance in Muzzafarnagar as well as in 

Kokrajhar). These incidents are part of communal violence and rioting and must be 

considered separately. 
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There is, then, a clear history of mob violence and lynching in India, reflecting a society 

with palpable remnants of pre-modern values -- the barbaric caste system being the most 

glaring example. This above listing of mob violence seen in conjunction with the data 

released by IndiaSpend (which cover a total of 101 cases), however, shows the creation of 

an entirely new category of violence -– bovine-related mob lynching deaths. This category 

has its own characteristics -- the victims are largely Muslims, the proximate causes often 

based on rumours, built upon the prejudices against a community. It is also revealing that 

the proportion of this type of lynching among all cases of mob violence has increased in the 

last three years. 

Strikingly, the report by IndiaSpend reveals that a blatant 97 per cent of all attacks centred 

on bovine issues between 2010 and 2017 were reported in the last three years. When a 

glaring 61 of a total of 63 such cases are registered after the creation of cow protection 

squads and beef trade restrictions, it definitely signals that an entirely new trend of mob 

violence in India, has gained ground under the current governing dispensation (this 

includes the fact that a majority of the cases have been reported in BJP-governed states). 

 

Construction of a culture of impunity 

Such an argument immediately begets the question, what explains the growing trend of this 

new form of lynching? Is it an expression of a latent communal prejudice, which has always 

been there as a symptom of an incomplete democratic project? Or is it a new sentiment all-

together that has found its origins in the late twentieth century? Any response to this 

question would invite a deeper socio-economic and political analysis. However, we would 

like to make the limited claim that it is the culture of impunity constructed under this new 

RSS-BJP regime that has led to the sudden flourishing of such communal sentiment and the 

associated mob violence. 

Communal polarisation has historically been one of the most important strategies of the 

Hindu Right-wing. The functioning of this strategy was readily at witness during the 

campaign for the 2014 general election and has continued unceasingly thereafter.  The 

Prime Minister spoke against beef and cattle trade, in what has been termed by him as the 

“pink revolution”. The culture of impunity enjoyed by the fanatical Hindutva groups 

indulging in these hate-crimes is an outcome, intended and unintended, of the same 
strategy. 

The response of the government machinery and the administration since the very first case 

of bovine-related mob lynching under the current dispensation reflects the construction of 

this culture of impunity.  Filing of cases against the victims of these hate-crimes as the first 

step of action is just one example, there has been no dearth of subtle and non-so-subtle 

hints as to where the sympathies of the administration lie. Not a single instance of strong 

condemnation by government institutions has been witnessed in these cases. On the 
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contrary, such incidences have at times been followed by shows of strength and statements 

of encouragement for the perpetrators. The tourism minister Mahesh Sharma while visiting 

the funeral of the accused in Mohammad Akhlaq's murder is reported to have said, “(the 

murder) took place as a reaction to that incident (cow slaughter). You must also consider 

that there was also a 17-year-old daughter in that home. Kisi ne usey ungli nahin lagaayi 

(nobody touched her).” ML Khattar, the Chief Minister of Haryana, went on to call the 

lynching a misunderstanding and reinstated bigotry by claiming, “They can be Muslim even 

after they stop eating beef, can’t they? It is written nowhere that Muslims have to eat beef, 

not is it written anywhere in Christianity that they have to eat beef.” The BJP President, 

Amit Shah, made light of and was dismissive of a question on the apprehensions 

surrounding lynching deaths by claiming that “more lynching occurred prior to this NDA 

government” and that “there is no apprehension anywhere in the country”. This despite his 

claim in April 2017 that “action is being taken against cow vigilantes”. Even the Prime 

Minister, forced to break his deafening silence, issued a seemingly ineffective warning to 

cow vigilantes. On the very day of his warning on social media, a man in Jharkhand was 

lynched on the suspicion that he had carried beef in his vehicle. 

While the acts of such lynching have served the purpose of striking fear into the minority 

community, the official responses, rather the lack of any response worth the name, to these 

acts of a public spectacle of violence, have created an impression that such fanaticism is 

beyond the realm of law. This impression, in turn, has engendered a self-perception among 

the perpetrators of being acceptable. It has implied a mainstreaming, in fact, glorification, 

of, what till very recently was considered, the fringe. The “erstwhile” fringe is now 

encouraged to follow suit everywhere thus, perpetuating itself to the extent that it creates 

an illusion of being normal and presents the danger of a real breakdown of social bonds 

between the majority and the minority. 

The normalisation of such violence was in fact witnessed during some of the most recent 

cases, where the lynching was much more public in character, in front of an anonymous 

crowd that watched it and did not come to intervene. In fact, they even denied witnessing 

it. A teenager is attacked and his attackers comment on his perceived eating habits and his 

religious identity, he lies grievously hurt in the platform and no one comes to his help. 

This, as a matter of fact, did happen and is not an account of a biased media. 

It is this normalisation of the extreme act of lynching that Mark Twain feared deeply, the 

fear that one such instance will breed many. This is also reminiscent of the normalised 

violence against SC/ST communities and the frequent refusal by the administration to file 
cases under the atrocities act. 

While it is indeed a law and order issue, we cannot let that become an excuse to carpet over 

the essential elements of communal prejudice and hate that constitutes these lynching 

deaths. That the government machinery, as well as the law enforcement agencies, collude 

or remain silent encourages this. And when the powers that be merely denounce the act of 
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mob lynching and not its basis, they tacitly or explicitly allow such bigotry and oppression. 

This new form of hate crime is normalised as a result of the immunity granted to such 

vigilantes because they espouse a certain ideology. If such violence continues, it can cause 
an irreversible harm to the tenets of democracy that has shaped the idea of India. 

A failure to recognise this new form of violence in India and call it out only absolves us 

from introspecting the rot in our society, and more damningly precludes us from moving 

forward politically to resolve it. Unfortunately, Mark Twain chose to remain silent despite 

an appropriate assessment of the danger. Will the moderates in today's India exercise the 

same choice? That is for history to judge. 

 

New norms: On regulations for foreign investors 

Foreign investors who have been fleeing the country since the Union budget presented 

early last month have something to cheer about finally. On Wednesday, the Securities and 

Exchange Board of India (SEBI), based on the recommendations of the H.R. Khan 

committee, eased several regulatory restrictions that are likely to make life easier for 

foreign portfolio investors (FPIs). Among a slew of measures, the financial markets 

regulator has simplified the registration process for FPIs by doing away with the broad-

based eligibility criteria, which required a minimum of at least 20 investors in a foreign 

fund, and certain documentary requirements. FPIs can now also engage in the off-market 

sale of their shares with fewer restrictions. Further, SEBI has allowed entities registered at 

an international financial services centre to be automatically classified as FPIs. This might 

help foreign investors bypass some of the restrictions. Mutual funds with offshore funds 

too can invest in India as FPIs to avail certain tax benefits now. Central banks that are not 

members of the Bank of International Settlements are also allowed to register as FPIs and 

invest in the country under the new norms. Smart cities, along with other urban 

development agencies, will now be allowed to issue municipal bonds to raise funds for 

development. These measures to cut red tape will help lower the regulatory burden on 

investors, globalise India’s financial markets, and aid the growth of the broader economy 
by increasing access to growth capital. 

It is not immediately clear whether SEBI’s move on Wednesday was motivated by the 

recent flow of funds out of India’s capital markets. Capital in excess of ₹20,000 crore has 

left Indian shores in the last few weeks after Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman’s budget 

decision to increase taxes on FPIs. Policymakers were clearly under pressure to do 

something to allay the fears of foreign investors, so the timing of SEBI’s move is no 

surprise. But given the broader trend of capital flowing out of emerging markets across the 

world, it remains to be seen whether SEBI’s present move will yield immediate benefits. 

Even if it fails to do so, the move will still help Indian markets become more attractive to 

foreign investors in the long-run. While the steps taken by policymakers to make amends 
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for their previous policy errors are obviously welcome, they should not deflect attention 

from the larger and persistent issue of overreach by the government against investors. In a 

world of globalised capital markets, where many nimble emerging markets compete to 

attract capital from the developed world, India cannot afford to be seen as flip-flopping on 

its commitments. 

UNSC  

 

What is UNSC? 

UN has Six main organs, in which UNSC is one of them. UNSC stands for United Nations 

Security Council. The main work of this organ is to maintenance of International peace 

and security. 

• Headquarter: New York 

• Members of UNSC 

• Formation – 1945,The council held its first session on 17 January 1946. 

In the UNSC, there are 15 members. In which 5 members are Permanent and 10 members are 

temporary. 

• Permanent Members are : United States, the Russian Federation, France, China and 

the United Kingdom. 

• Non-permanent Members are: 

Belgium 

Dominican Republic 

Equatorial Guinea 

Germany 

Indonesia 

Ivory Coast 

Kuwait 

Peru 
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Poland 

South Africa 

Temporary members are elected by General Assembly for the Two years period. 

How to Pass resolution in UNSC? 

In UNSC each members has one vote. To pass a resolution, there must be 9 Yes votes in favour 

of resolution and no “No” votes from any of the permanent members. 

If a member “ABSTAINS” from voting, it does not count as either a “YES” or “NO” vote. 

UNSC Presidency 

The presidency of the Council is held by each of the members in turn for one month. 

UNSC FUNCTIONS : 

All Members of the United Nations agree to accept and execute the decisions of the Security 

Council: 

• to maintain international peace and security. 

• to investigate any dispute or situation which might lead to international friction. 

• to recommend methods of adjusting such disputes or the terms of settlement. 

• to formulate plans for the establishment of a system to regulate armaments. 

• to determine the existence of a threat to the peace or act of aggression and to 

recommend what action should be taken. 

• to call on Members to apply economic sanctions and other measures not involving 

the use of force to prevent or stop aggression. 

• to take military action against an aggressor. 

• to recommend the admission of new Members. 

• to exercise the trusteeship functions of the United Nations in ‘strategic areas. 

• to recommend to the General Assembly the appointment of the Secretary-General 

and, together with the Assembly, to elect the Judges of the International Court of 

Justice. 
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Shimla Agreement  

What is Shimla Agreement? 

A treaty was signed between India and Pakistan on 2 July 1972 in Shimla which is known as the 

Shimla Agreement. The pact was made after the fighting between India and Pakistan in 

December 1971, in which more than 93000 soldiers from Pakistan, under the leadership of 

their Lieutenant General Niazi, surrendered to the Indian Army and the then East Pakistan as 

Bangladesh. Salvation was obtained from the rule. 

Important points of Shimla Agreement: 

• Indira Gandhi from India and Zulfikar Ali Bhutto from Pakistan were involved in the 

Simla Agreement 

• Both countries will not try to change or violate this line. 

• Whenever negotiations between the two countries take place, there will be no 

arbitrator or third party. 

• Traffic facilities will be set up so that people from both countries can come easily. 

• After the Simla Agreement, India released 93,000 Pakistani POWs. 

• The land of Pakistan occupied by India in the 1971 war was also returned. 

• The two countries decided that after the surrender of the Pakistani Army on 17 

December 1971, the position of the forces of the two countries would be considered 

as the Line of Actual Control. 

• The agreement provided that the two countries would try to end their conflict and 

dispute and it was promised that work would be done for lasting friendship in the 

sub-continent. 

• Indira Gandhi and Bhutto decided that the two countries would hold direct talks for 

peaceful resolution of all disputes and problems and would not take any change in 

any situation by taking unilateral action. 

• The two countries will neither use force against each other, nor violate territorial 

integrity nor interfere in each other’s political independence. 
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• Both governments will stop the propaganda against each other and promote the 

news that will develop friendship in the relationship. 

India returned the land it had won to Pakistan by showing humanity and also compromised, 

but Pakistan did not falter with its nefarious antics. He carried out the Simla Agreement only till 

the time his prisoners of war returned and the occupied land was not recovered. After fulfilling 

these two objectives, Pakistan came down to the nefarious act as before and till now its same 

action is continuing i.e. to encourage terrorism in India. 

Shameless Pakistan does not desist from its antics even after eating its mouth many times in 

war and continues to ruin India’s happiness and peace by promoting terrorism in Kashmir. 

Never give up. Great things take time. Be patient. 

All The Best for Your Group Discussion  

Thanks & Regards  

Team AB 
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