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1. Which country has initiated the process of investing $2 billion in food parks in India?
59 AW 7 YRa ° ws uret A 2 faferam star & fFawr ot ufsear &= 31 @2
(@) Netherland /:ﬂﬂ?ﬁ_g
(b) Mauritius / AR
(c) USA / gudU
(d) Singapore / ﬁIﬂTER
(e) UAE/
Ans. e
Sol. UAE initiates process of investing $2 billion in food parks-in India
The UAE has initiated the process of channelising its long-promised $2-billion investments into food parks in India, starting with Gujarat, after
the two countries sorted out concerns on curbs imposed by the Essential Commodities Act.
The investments are being made as part of the four-nation 12U2 (India-Israel-UAE-USA) initiative to develop a series of integrated food parks
across India to enhance food security in the Middle East and South Asia.
The first food park is likely to be set up on land near Kandla where the investors would get into contract farming arrangements with locals.
The UAE had first promised in 2018 to invest in food parks in India which later got dovetailed into the 12U2 initiative announced at the Leaders'’
Summit in July 2022.
It was virtually attended by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, US President Joe Biden, Israeli Prime Minister (former) Yair Lapid, and UAE President
Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan.
These food parks would incorporate state-of-the-art climate-smart technologies to reduce food waste and spoilage, conserve fresh water, and
employ renewable energy sources, per the joint statement signed by the leaders at the Summit.
About United Arab Emirates (UAE)

e Capital - Abu Dhabi

e Currency - Dirham

e President - Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan

Prime Minister - Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum

Official language -Arabic
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2. The Gujarat government will introduce a submarine service for tourists in the state, to help them explore the marine life
in Dwarka, an ancient city believed to be lost under the sea. For this project Gujarat government has signed MoU with
which company?

ToRTd TR 58 § Thed] & T 0o Tget Aa1 == $ft, P 3= I9g & =< T g¢ Ui WeR gRS1 d gl siaw
BT a1 T | Heg el | 39 uRae r & e Tore WReR A f$59 Sl & 91y gwsh«ar - R gwaier fFu 82

(a) Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders / AiZiTid Sl Rufaeeyd

(b) Hindustan Shipyard / fé g™ fRroars

(c) ABG Shipyard / Taitol! fRroars

(d) Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers / Wﬂﬂm@ E'Gﬂﬁﬂﬁ

(e) Cochin Shipyard Limited / B Ruars fafics

Ans. a
Sol. Gujarat To Unveil India’s First Submarine Tourism In Dwarka
The Gujarat government is set to introduce a submarine service for tourists in the state, to help them explore the marine life in
Dwarka, an ancient city believed to be lost under the sea.
The state government has signed a memorandum with Mazgaon Dock shipbuilders for the project in the city, which holds cultural
significance as the 'city of the Hindu God Lord Krishna'.
This will be the first underwater tourism facility in India through a submarine. As per the current plan, the government aims to
operationalise the project before Diwali in October 2024.
As per the project, tourists will be taken 100 meters below the sea in a submarine to see underwater marine life. Each submarine will
carry 24 tourists, and the vessel will be led by two experienced pilots and a professional crew. The vessel will be designed to provide
a window view for all passengers.
About Gujarat

e Capital- Gandhinagar

e Chief Minister- Bhupendra Rajnikant Patel

e Governor- Acharya Devvrat
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3. Defence Secretary, Giridhar Aramane has inaugurated a new design and test facility at Aero Engine Research and
Development Centre (AERDC) of Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) in which city?

Y& g FAfveR sRIA 7 f5y wer o figwa wRiFifesw fafiids (HAL) & TRl §94 fRad T Saaudic Hex (AERDC) § TH
% f&og= SR udieur giaen 1 Igare fovan g2

(a) Bengaluru /W

(b) Hyderabad / 8&3TdTG

(c) Chennai / 9ds

(d) Greater Noida / ‘BIET:n'QST

(e) Thiruvananthapuram / ﬁﬁ:ﬁl}ﬁﬂ

Ans. a

Sol. Defence Secretary Opens HAL's Aero Engine R&D Facility In Bengaluru

Defence Secretary Giridhar Aramane has inaugurated a new design and test facility at Aero Engine Research and Development
Centre (AERDC) of Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) in Bengaluru, Karnataka.

The newly inaugurated facility, spanning over 10,000 s meters, is poised to be a hub of innovation in the field of aerospace
engineering.

Equipped with special machines, advanced setups, and computational tools, it signifies HAL's commitment to staying at the
forefront of technological advancements.

Additionally, the newly developed facility has set-ups for testing air producers of Jaguar, Gas Turbine Starter Unit (GTSU) - 110 M2
and 127E of Light Combat Aircraft, Auxiliary Power Units of IMRH and Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft, Gas Turbine Electrical
Generator (GTEG)-60 for An-32 aircraft.
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4. Hardeep Singh Puri has inaugurated the National Street Food Festival 2023 in which city?
geaiy Rig g3t A fra wrew ¥ Avmia ®ie e Bikead 2023 &7 3gure far 32

(a) Bengaluru /@"’IT:N

(b) New Delhi / 3 faeeht

(c) Chennai /a_?lg

(d) Greater Noida / ﬁa:ﬁQ@ﬂ

(e) Indore / 3‘@?

Ans. b

Sol. Hardeep Puri inaugurates India’s first ‘Zero Waste Street Food Festival’.in Delhi

Hardeep Singh Puri, Minister of Housing & Urban Affairs and Petroleum & Natural Gas, has inaugurated the National Street Food
Festival 2023 in New Delhi.

This street food festival was organized by the National Association of Street Vendors of India (NASVI) at Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium.
This festival is the first 'Zero Waste Street Food Festival’ in India.

The Minister appreciated NASVI for providing training to 1,50,000 street vendors in food safety and hygiene. He also noted the
establishment of two Regional Street Food Vendors Training Institutes (SVTI) which will be launched by NASVI in 2024 in Delhi and
Patna.
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5. What is the revised return on the Sukanya Samriddhi Account Scheme (SSAS) for the first quarter of 2024?
2024 ) ugelt faurdt & g gov=ar gyfs @rar AT (TIeweey) W Swifte e @ @2
(@) 7.2%
(b) 8.2%
(c) 6.9%
(d) 7.7%
(e) 8.5%
Ans. b
Sol. Sukanya Samriddhi Schemes' interest rates hiked up to 20 bps for Q4FY24
The Centre hiked the interest rates of some of the small savings schemes, such as Sukanya Samriddhi Scheme, and 3-year Time Deposit, for the January-March
2024 quarter.
As per the latest revised list, the interest rate of Sukanya Samriddhi Scheme will be 8.2%, while for 3-year TD it would be 7.1% for the last quarter of the
current fiscal.
Earlier, the interest rates for the Sukanya Samriddhi Scheme and 3-year TD were 8.0%, and 7.1%, respectively.
The PPF rates were kept unchanged for more than 3 years. It was last tweaked in April-June 2020, when it was slashed to 7.1 percent from 7.9 percent.
Before the revision, the interest rates on small savings schemes ranged between 4 percent (post office savings deposits) and 8.2 percent (Senior Citizens
Savings Scheme).
Interest rates for Jan-March 2024
e Savings Deposit- 4 per cent
e 1-Year Post Office Time Deposits- 6.9 percent
e 2-Year Post Office Time Deposits- 7.0 percent
3-Year Post Office Time Deposits- 7.1 percent
5-Year Post Office Time Deposits- 7.5 percent
5-Year Recurring Deposits- 6.7 percent (6.5 percent earlier)
National Saving Certificates (NSC)- 7.7 percent
Kisan Vikas Patra- 7.5 percent (will mature in 115 months)
Public Provident Fund- 7.1 per cent
Sukanya Samriddhi Account- 8.2 per cent
Senior Citizens Savings Scheme- 8.2 per cent
Monthly Income Account- 7.4 per cent
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6. Who has been appointed as Chairman of the 16th Finance Commission?
16d faw M & Sremel & wu H f6) fgaa fear mar 82

(a) Ritvik Ranjanam Pandey / Ficde IoH Uis

(b) Arvind Panagariya / 3Rfdg U=rTfedn

(¢) NK Singh / T Rig

(d) B.V.R. Subrahmanyam / &t dl.31R. gs/TUgH

(e) Suman Bery / gH- o

Ans. b

Sol. Arvind Panagariya appointed as 16th Finance Commission Chairman

The government has appointed former NITI Aayog vice chairman Arvind Panagariya as the Chairman of the 16th Finance
Commission.

Joint Secretary in the finance ministry Ritvik Ranjanam Pandey will be the secretary to the commission.

The commission will submit its report for the five-year period (2026-27 to 2030-31) to the President by October 31, 2025.

The Finance Commission is a constitutional body that gives suggestions on center-state financial relations.

The erstwhile 15th Finance Commission under NK Singh had recommended that states be given 41 percent of the divisible tax pool
of the Centre during the five-year period 2021 22 to 2025 26, which is at the same level as was recommended by the 14th Finance
Commission.

Recent Appointment in Banking & Insurance Sector
e Chief Risk Officer of LIC - S Sunder Krishnan (replace Pratap Chandra Paikray)
¢ Part-time Chairman of Kotak Mahindra Bank - CS Rajan (replace Prakash Apte)
e Interim MD & CEO of North East SFB - Satish Kumar Kalra
e Chairman of the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) - Pramod Agrawal (replace SS Mundra).
Executive Director (ED) of ICICI Bank - Sandeep Batra
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7. Who has been appointed as the Deputy Executive Director (Management) of the United Nations Population Fund
(UNFPA) by United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres?
HYE MY AT G evd §RT U Y THSI HIY (UNFPA) & U STASRT (He=a (WdeH) & wu d fod fgea
T T 82
(a) Monica Ferro / AT 1
(b) Kofi Annan / CALIR PG
(c) Andrew Saberton / QE?{LGTSI?&-[
(d) Amina J. Mohammed / ST S Aig g
(e) Ban Ki-moon / €l ﬁqﬂ
Ans. c
Sol. Andrew Saberton appointed as the Deputy Executive Director of UNFPA
United Nations Secretary-General Anténio Guterres has appointed Andrew Paul Saberton of the United Kingdom as Assistant
Secretary-General to serve as Deputy Executive Director (Management) of the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA).
Saberton succeeds Ib Petersen of Denmark, to whom the Secretary-General and the Executive Director of UNFPA are grateful for his
dedicated service.
Saberton has served as the Assistant Secretary-General and Deputy Executive Director (Management) ad interim since November
2023 and as UNFPA Comptroller and Director for the Division of Management Services since September 2016.
Previously, he was the Chief of the Finance Branch (2011-2016) and Chief of the Accounts Section (2009-2011) at UNFPA, and a
Senior Finance Officer at the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (2001-2009).
Recent Appointment

e CMD of Mahanadi Coalfields Ltd - Uday A Kaole

e Director (Works) of National High-Speed Rail Corporation Limited (NHSRCL) - Pramod Sharma

e DG of Prisons and Correctional Services - Maheshwar Dayal

CEO and MD of Stellantis India - Aditya Jairaj (replace Roland Bouchara)
President of FICCI - Anish Shah (replace Subhrakant Panda)
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8. Which edition of the Joint Military Exercise Desert Cyclone, between India & UAE, will be conducted from 02 Jan to 15
Jan 2024 in Rajasthan?
YR 3R TYa 3R 3RTa & 9 Wgaa = 3aRT SO ATSFAT BT DI AT [EHUT 02 TGS A 15 FHa3 2024 9F
ISR | raford fasar smeem?
(@) 1st
(b) 2nd
(c) 3rd
(d) 4th
(e) 5th
Ans. a
Sol. India, UAE to conduct joint military exercise ‘Desert Cyclone’ in Rajasthan
The Inaugural edition of Joint Military Exercise Desert Cyclone, between India & UAE, will be conducted from 02 Jan to 15 Jan 2024
in Rajasthan.
The joint manoeuvres during 'Desert Cyclone 2024' aim to boost interoperability through the exchange of knowledge and best
practices in urban operations.
The exercise aims to enhance interoperability by learning & sharing best practices in Urban Operations.
Recent Exercise

e 4th edition of Military Exercise VINBAX-2023 between India & Vietnam - Hanoi, Vietnam

e 14th edition of Exercise Vajra Prahar2023 between India & USA — Umroi, Meghalaya

e 9th edition of Mitra Shakti 2023 between India and Sri Lanka — Aundh, Pune

7th edition of ‘Exercise KAZIND-2023' between India and Kazakhstan — Otar, Kazakhstan
Coastal Security Exercise Sagar Kavach - Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry
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9. In January 2024, The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has launched X-ray Polarimeter Satellite (XPoSat) from the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota.

AR 2024 H, YR Sidiel ST W6+ (ISRO) A Hegfdier & Tdixr g saRer Hgq_ Tag-¥ UianivHier Aedrge (XPoSat)
ar= fear g
(a) C54
(b) C55
(c) C58
(d) C60
(e) C52
Ans. c
Sol. ISRO launched XPoSat aboard PSLV-C58
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has launched the PSLV-C58 X-ray Polarimeter Satellite (XPoSat).
The PSLV, in its 60th mission, lifted off at 9.10 a.m. on 1 Jan, from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota, and 22 minutes later launched
the XPoSat into an eastward low inclination orbit.
The PSLV-C58 has placed the primary satellite at the XPoSat in the desired orbit of 650 km with six-degree inclination.
XPoSat is the first dedicated scientific satellite from the ISRO to carry out research in space-based polarisation measurements of X-ray emission
from celestial sources. It carries two payloads, namely POLIX (Polarimeter Instrument in X-rays) and XSPECT (X-ray Spectroscopy and Timing).
POLIX has been developed by Raman Research Institute (RRI) Bengaluru and XSPECT by Space Astronomy Group of URSC, Bengaluru.
The successful launch of the XPoSAT put India in an elite category, as it has become the second nation to send an observatory to study
astronomical sources, such as black holes, neutron stars, among others.
About Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO)

e Founded - 15 August 1969

e Headquarters - Bangalore, Karnataka

¢ Founder / 1st Chairman - Vikram Sarabhai

10th Chairman - S Somanath
Aryabhata India's first satellites Launched on 19 April 1975
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10. David Warner has recently announced his retirement from One Day Internationals (ODIs). Which country does he
belong to?

%ﬁsaﬁwﬁ%ﬁﬁwﬁwﬁuaﬁ#@u(ﬁ@ | HU B g9 # 71 98 {59 3 & 9wEiia 82
(a) England / g%t

(b) New Zealand /:Q\Trﬂa@'
(c) Australia / G{\fiﬁfﬁ*lm

(d) South Africa / GI&UT 3ThichT
(e) Ireland / MRS

Ans. c
Sol. Australian batter David Warner announces his retirement from ODI
Australian batter David Warner has announced his retirement from One Day Internationals (ODlIs).
The 2 time ODI World Cup Winner had previously announced that he would be ending his Test career after Australia's upcoming
Test against Pakistan in Sydney.
However, the opener has said that he will keep himself available for selection in the Champions Trophy in 2025.
Warner is Australia's sixth-highest run scorer in the ODI format and is only second to former captain Ricky Ponting's tally for most
Centuries for Australia in ODls.
Recently Retired Players
e Dean Elgar - International cricket - South Africa
e Asad Shafiq - All forms of cricket - Pakistan
e Gurkeerat Singh Mann — International Cricket — India
Meg Lanning — International Cricket — Australia
Sunil Narine - International cricket — West Indies
David Willey - International Cricket - England
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11. Global Family Day is celebrated every year on which day?

e uftar RRaw ydw o fw e wemar siran @2

(@) 1January / 1 STa™t

(b) 2 January / 2 STHART

(c) 3 January /3 STHaRt

(d) 4 January / 4 UECR|

(€) 5 January / 5 SFaR}

Ans. a

Sol. 1 January - Global Family Day

Global Family Day is celebrated every year on January 1.

The day aims at commencing the new year with peace, unity and brotherhood among people and across
nations and cultures.

The idea to mark the day was first initiated in November 1997 after people were inspired by a book
named, One Day In Peace — January 1, 2000.

The book was released by the United Nations. Around the same time, the United Nations General
Assembly launched the International Decade for the Culture of Peace and Non-Violence for the Children
of the World.

Later, in 1999, UN members received a formal invitation to officially mark January 1 as — Global Family
Day.
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12. Which state government will observe 15 January every year as state sports day?

DI Al T TWPR & ITd 15 TG P 7T W f&aq & Fu § gt
(a) Uttar Pradesh / IR U

(b) Gujarat / I[eIRId

(c) Rajasthan / XTSIRITH

(d) Maharashtra / HeIRTY

(e) Madhya Pradesh / A U

Ans. d
Sol. Maharashtra govt to observe 15 January as state sports day

The Maharashtra government will observe January 15 every year as

the state sports day to celebrate the birth anniversary of wrestler Khashaba Jadhay, the first Indian to win an independent medal in
the Olympics in 1952.

Chief Minister Eknath Shinde had announced in Pune about having a day devoted to sports on the birthday of Jadhav, who was
born in Maharashtra.

Jadhav had won a bronze medal at the 1952 Summer Olympics held at Helsinki in Finland. A government resolution was issued
directing schools and colleges to organize sporting events on this day.

Students can interact with sports personalities on online platforms. International and national sportspersons will be felicitated by

the government on the state sports day.

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

x* -
Download Current Affairs APP @amb'b'ws babalik Online test Series
k-

13. Gujarat has set a Guinness record for performing mass Surya Namaskar simultaneously at _____ places in the state on the
first day of the new year.
TSRIAATCATA & Ugd RA TSI & RIFT UR T 914 Ao d Jd THDR HA $1 e a8 s amn 3
(a) 51
(b) 101
(c) 108
(d) 121
(e) 150
Ans. c
Sol. Guinness world record of performing mass Surya Namaskar created in Gujarat on New Year Day
Gujarat has set a Guinness record for performing mass Surya Namaskar simultaneously at 108 places in the state on the first day of
the new year.
Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel, and Minister for Home Affairs Harsh Sanghavi attended the State level event that took place at the
iconic Sun Temple in Modhera in Mahesana district.
More than 2500 people performed Surya Namaskar at the state-level function held at the iconic Modhera Sun Temple.
The function also witnessed the felicitation of the winners of the state-level Mega Surya Namaskar Competition. This month-long
competition was organized for the first time in the state by the Gujarat State Yog Board and the state government to popularise
Surya Namaskar practice among people.
About Gujarat
e Capital- Gandhinagar
e Chief Minister- Bhupendra Rajnikant Patel
e Governor- Acharya Devvrat
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14. In January 2024, Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has flagged off how many electric buses for pollution-free
Guwahati?
SaRY 2024 ¥, 3IH & GEIHHT fdva fovar I=T A uguvr gad arerd! & e fFa-t safdes a4l of g3t st fawrs 82
(a) 100
(b) 200
(c) 300
(d) 400
(e) 500
Ans. b
Sol. Assam CM flags off 200 green buses for pollution-free Guwahati
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma has flagged off 200 electric buses from Guwahati.
The initiative as the government's one of the biggest push towards a pollution-free environment.
By 2025, we want to establish Guwahati as the country’s first city to be powered by a 100 per cent green public transportation
system. This new fleet builds upon the 100 CNG buses dedicated to the New Year.
About Assam
e Capital - Dispur
e Chief Minister —-Himanta Biswa Sarma
e Governor - Gulab Chand Kataria
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15. Reliance Power has inked an agreement to sell its 1,200 MW Kalai Il hydroelectric project for Rs 128.39 crore to THDC
India. Kalai Il hydroelectric project is located in which state?

e uraR 7 319t 1,200 AITETE B FATS 1| TG URAISHT HI 128.39 HIIS IUA A ugSHl 331 ) 3o & forw v
Fugiar far g1 wars 11| safagyga giare ferd Isa | fRua g2
(a) Arunachal Pradesh / 3B U
(b) Sikkim / fifapH
(c) Himachal Pradesh / fea=a v
(d) Maharashtra / HeRTY
(e) Uttarakhand / STRIES
Ans. a
Sol. Reliance Power to sell Kalai Il hydropower project to THDC India
Reliance Power has inked an agreement to sell its 1,200 MW Kalai Il hydroelectric project in Arunachal Pradesh for Rs 128.39 crore to
THDC India.
The purpose of entering into the agreement was to monetise the hydroelectric power project.
Under the pact, there will transfer of the development rights and associated physical assets, studies, clearances, designs and
intellectual properties of the proposed 1,200 MW Kalai-Il hydroelectric project located at the Lohit River basin of Arunachal Pradesh
to THDC for an aggregate consideration of Rs 128.39 crore, subject to certain indemnities, representations and covenants.
About THDC India Limited
e Founded - 12 July 1988
e Headquarters - Rishikesh, Uttarakhand
e Chairman & MD - R K Vishnoi
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16. Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend the three-day annual conference of Director Generals and Inspector Generals
of Police in which city?

Ty W g A1) fPw wee # g Aeifamret ok weifiere! & di fiawdta aiffe awes & ymr <

(a) Bengaluru /éﬂﬁﬁ

(b) Jaipur / STYR

(c) Hyderabad / %ETIEI'I_CI

(d) Ahmedabad / gHaldlc

(€) Mumbai / 458

Ans. b

Sol. PM to attend DGP conference at Jaipur

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will attend the three-day annual conference of Director Generals and Inspector Generals of Police,
beginning from January 5 at Jaipur.

Objective - To deliberate on challenges posed by artificial intelligence (Al), cyber security, counter terrorism, left wing extremism and
narcotics smuggling.

The 58th all-India annual conference of DGPs and IGPs will be held at Rajasthan International Centre located at Jhalana in Jaipur,
which is after a new BJP government has come to power in the State, pointed out sources.

With Prime Minister Modi’s directive to have conferences and meetings outside Delhi, the last one was held in Agartala in
November, to draw attention over the need to have better coordination between the State police of north-east and central agencies.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah, Union Ministers of State for Home, National Security Advisor Ajit Doval, Union Home Secretary
Ajay Kumar Bhalla, DGPs and IGPs of States and the UTs and heads of the CAPFs will sit through most of sessions at the conference.
Action taken on the issues flagged last year will also be taken up for discussion.

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

Download Current Affairs APP \,_)Qfambmlou"a babalik Online test Series
—

17. Recently, which country has officially declined the invitation to join the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa)
grouping of major emerging economies?

eTa 81 ¥, 759 331 3wy SURA srdfouawreit & qug faw @eia, ©9, WRd, 914, aféror snpien o mfte 89 & Ao &1

MIBTRE IR IR SRABR F a1 22
(a) Argentina / 3 C T
(b) Ethiopia /%ﬁl’*ﬂﬁm
(c) Saudi Arabia /m 3R
(d) Egypt / o1
(e) lran /%TF[
Ans. a
Sol. Argentina Rejects BRICS Membership Under President Javier Milei
Argentine President Javier Milei has officially declined the invitation to join the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa)
grouping of major emerging economies.
The bloc — made up of Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa — in August announced it was admitting six new members in a
bid to counter the Western-led global order.
The membership of Argentina, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and the United Arab Emirates was due to take effect from January
1, 2024.The rejection was conveyed through letters sent to BRICS leaders, solidifying Argentina’s decision to abstain from the bloc.
President Milei’s rejection was grounded in the assertion that Argentina’s membership was “not considered appropriate at this time.
The president highlighted that his geopolitical alignment prioritizes ties with the United States and Israel, eschewing alliances with
communist nations.
About Argentina

e (Capital- Buenos Aires

e Currency- Argentine Peso

e President - Javier Milei

National sport- Pato
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18. How much lakh crore rupees were GST collected in December 2023?
feHaR 2023 # fha @@ HIIS UL BT STAET I §3T?
(a) 1,45,867 crore
(b) 1,64,882 crore
(c) 1,72,003 crore
(d) 1,60,122 crore
(e) 1,67,929 crore
Ans. b
Sol. GST collection rises 10.3% in December to Rs 1.64 lakh cr
The gross Goods and Services Tax (GST) collections in December 2023 were recorded at Rs 164,882 crore, 10.3 percent higher than
Rs Rs 149,507 crore in December 2022, according to data released by the Ministry of Finance.
In November 2023, GST collections were recorded at Rs 167,929 crore.
During the month, the revenues from domestic transactions (including import of services) were 13 percent higher than the revenues
from these sources during the same month last year.This marks the seventh month so far this financial year, with collections
exceeding Rs 1.60 trillion.Out of the total of Rs 1.64 trillion, Central GST was Rs 30,443 crore; State GST was Rs 37,935 crore,
Integrated GST was Rs 84,255 crore, and cess was Rs 12,249 crore.The government has settled Rs 40,057 crore to CGST and Rs
33,652 crore to SGST from IGST. The total revenue of Centre and the States in the month of December 2023 after regular settlement
is Rs 70,501 crore for CGST and Rs 71,587 crore for the SGST.
GST Collection of Previous Months
e July 2023 - 1,65,105 crore
e August 2023 - 1,59,069 crore
e September 2023 - 1,62,712 crore
October 2023 - 1,72,003 crore
November 2023 - 1,67,929 crore
December 2023 — 1,64,882 crore
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19. Who has been appointed as the new Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of Power Grid Corporation (PGC)?
TR firs sraReE (s & Tu sreer ok Uy Rz (fendh) & wu d 3 g far man 2

(a) Anshika Singh / 3ifRrepT Rig

(b) Ravindra Kumar Tyagi /g PHR It

(c) Vasudha Gupta / 98T T

(d) Ipsita Dasgupta / SR ST

(e) Raghu Srinivasan / XY ifare

Ans. b

Sol. Ravindra Kumar Tyagi takes over as CMD of Power Grid Corporation

State-owned Power Grid Corporation has appointed Ravindra Kumar Tyagi as the new Chairman and Managing Director (CMD).
Tyagi will take over from Sreekant Kandikuppa, who retired after reaching the age of superannuation, who was heading the
organisation since August 2019.

Prior to this, he was serving as Director (Operations) of the company.

Tyagi has over 33 years of rich experience in the power sector at various key positions in leading CPSUs. He has handled multi-
disciplinary work in various business areas of Power Grid such as asset management, engineering, business development (domestic
and overseas), telecom, load despatch & communication, NTAMC, DMS etc. and head of Power Grid's North Eastern Region.
Power Grid is a Maharatna PSU under the administrative control of the Ministry of Power, Govt of India.

Recent Appointment
e Deputy Executive Director (Management) of UNFPA - Andrew Paul Saberton, UK (replace Ib Petersen, Denmark)

e CMD of Mahanadi Coalfields Ltd - Uday A Kaole

o Director (Works) of National High-Speed Rail Corporation Limited (NHSRCL) - Pramod Sharma
DG of Prisons and Correctional Services - Maheshwar Dayal
CEO and MD of Stellantis India - Aditya Jairaj (replace Roland Bouchara)
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20. Veteran banker Ashok Vaswani has taken over as the Managing Director (MD) and CEO of the Kotak Mahindra Bank. He has replaced whom?
U BT 3Mp aTHa! A BIcd Al 3P P Uy Few® (@A) 3R Wait BT UGHR FHTem 21 I fpger == forar 22
(a) Rajnish Kumar / RSEIE PHR
(b) Dipak Gupta / &1 T[T /
(c) Deepak Mohanty / [ICY Iﬁ?‘cﬂ
(d) Uday Kotak / 3cd Hlch
(e) Siddhartha Mohanty / @@T‘&fﬂﬁ?ﬂ
Ans. b
Sol. Ashok Vaswani assumes charge as Kotak Mahindra Bank's MD.and CEO
Veteran banker Ashok Vaswani has taken over as the Managing Director (MD) and CEO of the Kotak Mahindra Bank.
He succeeded Dipak Gupta, who served as the interim MD and CEO after founder director Uday Kotak stepped down as the head of the bank, effective
September 1, 2023.
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in October 2023 approved the appointment of Vaswani as the bank's MD and CEO for a period of three years.
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in October 2023 approved the appointment of Vaswani as the bank's MD and CEO for a period of three years
Prior to this, Vaswani served as the CEO of Citigroup Asia Pacific and was a member of both the Citigroup Global Operating Committee and management
committees.
About Kotak Mahindra Bank
e Founded - 21 November 1985
e Founders - Uday Kotak
Headquarters - Mumbai, Maharashtra
e Chairman - CS Rajan (replace Prakash Apte)
e MD & CEO - Ashok Vaswani (replace Dipak Gupta)
Recent Appointment in Banking & Insurance Sector
¢ Chairman of 16th Finance Commission - Arvind Panagariya (15th Finance Commission — N K Singh)
Secretary of 16th Finance Commission - Ritvik Ranjanam Pandey
Chief Risk Officer of LIC - S Sunder Krishnan (replace Pratap Chandra Paikray)
Part-time Chairman of Kotak Mahindra Bank - CS Rajan (replace Prakash Apte)
Interim MD & CEO of North East SFB - Satish Kumar Kalra
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21. Felix Tshisekedi has been re-elected as the president of Congo. What is the currency of Congo?
bR A B HI & APl F w0 F 5 I I 797 31 RN B g {2
(a) Dollar
(b) Pound
(c) Franc
(d) Peso
(e) Krone
Ans. c
Sol. Tshisekedi re-elected president of Congo
The Democratic Republic of Congo's (DRC) President Felix Tshisekedi won re-election with more than 70 percent of the vote.
Businessman Moise Katumbi finished behind Tshisekedi with 18 percent of the vote.
Martin Fayulu, a former oil company executive, received 5 percent, while Nobel Peace Prize winner Denis Mukwege, a physician renowned for treating women
brutalised by sexual violence in eastern DR Congo, got less than 1 percent.
The election had over 40 percent turnout, with some 18 million people voting. The results will be sent to the constitutional court for confirmation, election
chief Denis Kadima said.
About Congo

e Capital- Kinshasa

e Currency- Congolese Franc

e President- Felix Tshisekedi

e  Prime minister- Sama Lukonde

e Official language- French
Newly Appointed Prime Minister & President

e President of Egypt - Abdel Fattah El-Sisi (3" term)

e  Prime Minister of Poland - Donald Tusk

e Prime Minister of Luxembourgish - Luc Frieden

Prime Minister of Spain - Pedro Sanchez (re-elected)
Prime Minister of Slovakia - Robert Fico (4th time)

President of Ecuador - Daniel Noboa
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22. Who has won the Girls’ Under-19 Title at the 2023 Scottish Junior Open squash held in Edinburgh?
TS A Aiford 2023 WHIFeRT AR MU W2 | dsihal BT 3ie-19 fRaara fra= sftar 2

(a) Dipika Pallikal / SifUehT Uexiter el

(b) Anshika Singh / 3ifRrenT g /

(c) Shreya Ghosa / T YIS

(d) Joshna Chinnappa / ST FeraT

(e) Anahat Singh / GFI'IBH%TS'

Ans. e

Sol. Anahat wins U-19 girls” title at Scottish Junior Open squash

Delhi’s Talented Indian teenager Anahat Singh produced a dominant performance, bagging the girls’ under-19 title at the 2023
Scottish Junior Open squash held in Edinburgh.

Anahat claimed a 11-6, 11-1, 11-5 victory over home favourite Robyn McAlpine in the final.

Anahat recorded the under-19 and senior National championship double and won the mixed doubles bronze along with Abhay
Singh both at the Asian Games and in the inaugural Asian Mixed Doubles Championships.

Meanwhile, India’s Subhash Choudhary rallied to beat compatriot Shiven Agarwal 5-11, 11-4, 6-11, 11-8, 11-5 in the boys’ under-15
final, while Shresht lyer beat Shreyansh Jah 11-8, 11-8, 3-11, 11-8in an all-Indian boys’ under-13 final.

Divyanshi Jain finished runner-up in the girls’ under-11 category.
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23. DRDO's Foundation Day is observed on January 1 every year. In which year DRDO was established?

SISt &1 RITYAT faw &% A1 1 T} H1 A1 o1a1 @ | DRDO & RITUAT {5 aef g3 i
(a) 1950

(b) 1952

(c) 1958

(d) 1968

(e) 1971

Ans. c

Sol. DRDO celebrates 66th Foundation Day

DRDO's Foundation Day is observed on January 1 every year to commemorate the excellent work of the organisation in making the nation strong and self-
reliant in terms of science and technology and especially military technologies.

What is DRDO?

e DRDO is the R&D wing of the Ministry of Defence, Govt of India, with a vision to empower India with cutting-edge defence technologies and a
mission to achieve self-reliance in critical defence technologies and systems, while equipping our armed forces with state-of-the-art weapon systems
and equipment in accordance with requirements laid down by the three Services.

DRDO's pursuit of self-reliance and successful indigenous development and production of strategic systems and platforms such as Agni and Prithvi
series of missiles; light combat aircraft, Tejas; multi-barrel rocket launcher, Pinaka; air defence system, Akash; a wide range of radars and electronic
warfare systems; etc., have given quantum jump to India's military might, generating effective deterrence and providing crucial leverage.

History of DRDO

¢ DRDO'S Formation-DRDO was formed in 1958 from the amalgamation of the then already functioning Technical Development Establishment (TDEs) of
the Indian Army and the Directorate of Technical Development & Production (DTDP) with-the Defence Science Organisation (DSO).

DRDO was then a small organisation with 10 establishments or laboratories. Over the years, it has grown multi-directionally in terms of the variety of
subject disciplines, number of laboratories, achievements and stature.

The beginning of the Defence Research & Development Establishment goes back to 1947. The then Maharaja of Gwalior, Jiwaji Rao Scindia, the ruler
of the Gwalior state, created a laboratory named Jiwaji Industrial Research Laboratory (JIRL).

The JIRL was inaugurated by the then Governor-General of India Lord Earl Mountbatten on December 28, 1947. The JIRL was taken over by the
Ministry of Defence, Government of India in November 1963.

Till 1972, it was under the administrative control of the Defence Research Laboratory (Materials), Kanpur. After that in 1973, it was made a full-fledged
independent unit as the Defence Research & Development Establishment (DRDE).
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24. Copyright Law Day is celebrated every year on which day?
PIURTSC P fGad TP qu fbd f&T 9= wran 872
(@) 1January / 1 STa™t
(b) 2 January / 2 STHART
(c) 3 January /3 STHaRt
(d) 4 January / 4 SRl
(€) 5 January / 5 SR}
Ans. a
Sol. 1 January - Copyright Law Day
Copyright Law Day is celebrated every year on 1 January to emphasize on the need to give credit where it
is due.
The first copyright statute was made by British Statute of Anne 1710 and applied only to books.
In 1787, the United States Constitution protected copyrights to promote the progress of science and
useful arts.
Even back then, the primary intention of copyrights was to promote the creation of new works and allow
authors the profit of copyrights. However, illegal downloading and usage of copyrighted products still
continue to haunt us, and make the industries suffer.
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25. World Day of Peace is celebrated every year on which day?
fay =ifa feaw ude o forw o= w=man wran &2

(@) 1January / 1 STa™t

(b) 2 January / 2 STHART

(c) 3 January /3 STHaRt

(d) 4 January / 4 UECR|

(€) 5 January / 5 SR}

Ans. a

Sol. 1 January - World Day of Peace

World Day of Peace is celebrated on January 1 every year, is primarily a Catholic feast day dedicated to
universal peace on the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God.

On this occasion, Popes generally make authoritative declarations on the Catholic Social Teachings
(CS.T).

The Pope and the Vatican Church stress the need to care and share tolerance for each other and to
create a society that focuses on good moral values and does notyield to the temptation to disregard
others.

World Day of Peace began in 1967 when Pope Paul VI announced that the world needs to be sensitized
and oriented for peace and understanding.
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26. Rajnath Singh has inaugurated its first all-girls Sainik School in which city of Uttar Pradesh?
ATy R A 3R U™ & frw 2er o 3= ugd yul-ed | e I @ o1 Squred fhar @2

(a) Ayodhya / e

(b) Varanasi / JRTOTET

(c) Kanpur / &YX
(d) Lucknow / d9&13

(e) Vrindavan / d-gldd

Ans. e
Sol. India inaugurated its first all-girls Sainik School in Vrindavan, UP

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has inaugurated the inaugural all-girls Sainik School in Vrindavan Uttar Pradesh, hailing it as a
guiding light for young women aspiring to serve in the armed forces and safeguard the nation.

The inauguration of the Samvid Gurukulam Girls Sainik School marks a significant milestone. It is the inaugural all-girls Sainik
School, hosting approximately 870 students.

This establishment is part of the broader initiative to establish 100 new Sainik Schools through collaboration with NGOs, private
entities, and state government schools across all states and Union territories.

These new establishments are supplementary to the 33 existing Sainik Schools operating under the previous pattern.

Singh, in 2019, approved the admission of girl children to Sainik Schools from academic session 2021-22 in a phased manner. The
decision was taken following the pilot project's success started by the defence ministry in Sainik School Chhingchhip in Mizoram.
The vision behind establishing 100 new Sainik Schools is aligned with the goals of the National Education Policy 2020. The primary
objectives include offering students high-quality education and enhancing their career prospects, including opportunities to join the
armed forces.
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27. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated a new terminal building at Tiruchirappalli International Airport in which
state?

Ty H g A1 A fra Twu 7 foefrTued siarffia gars o Rt ¢ efif=a o= 1 Igured fan 32
(@) Kerala/w

(b) Tamil Nadu /ﬂﬁlﬂqﬁj

(c) Odisha / 3ffsam

(d) Andhra Pradesh / 7Y TR

(e) Telangana / GNUIGI]

Ans. b

Sol. PM Modi inaugurates new terminal building at Tiruchirappalli airport

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated a new terminal building at Tiruchirappalli International Airport in Tamil Nadu.

The new terminal building has been developed at a cost of more than Rs 1100 crore.

The airport's design has been inspired by the cultural vibrancy of Tiruchirappalli. It would depict art forms from Kolam art to colours
of Srirangam Temple and other theme artworks.

The two-level new international terminal building has the capacity to serve more than 44 lakh passengers annually and about 3500
passengers during peak hours.

Tiruchirappalli International Airport is the second largest airport in terms of international passenger traffic after Chennai in Tamil
Nadu.

The Prime Minister also laid the foundation stone of multiple development projects worth more than 319,850 crore in Tamil Nadu.
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28. Recently, which city has achieved 100% saturation in 'Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra"?
T &1 #, i d wex A e Ria YWRa doed I & 100% Tqfty grikre #5122

(a) Bengaluru /W

(b) Panaji / JUTSHl

(c) Bhubaneswar / Haef%R

(d) Udhampur / SYHYR

(e) Mumbai / {:j'_@Fst

Ans. d

Sol. Udhampur achieved 100% saturation in 'Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra"

Dr. Jitendra Singh commends Udhampur's success, nearing full implementation in key schemes and
flagship projects.

PMGSY and RDD departments were lauded for excellence in road connectivity and efficient
completion of Area Development Plan.

All the "Viksit Bharat Sankalp Yatra" schemes as well as all the flagship schemes of Govt. of India
are nearing 100% saturation in district Udhampur.
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29. The Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities has organized which edition of Divya Kala Mela in Surat,
Gujarat?

e a=ifaasor fAUTT 3 R4, ToRTa § o e 4a & fea s 71 e faar 82

(a) 10th

(b) 12th

(c) 14th

(d) 16th

(e) 20th

Ans. b

Sol. Surat Hosts 12th Divya Kala Mela 2023

The Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan), under the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment,
Government of India, organized ‘the 12th edition of Divya Kala Mela’ in Surat, Gujarat.

The Mela is co-hosted by the National Divyangjan Finance and Development Corporation (NDFDC).

The primary objective of the ‘Divya Kala Mela’ is to contribute to the economic empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
(PwD)/Divyangjan.

This event aimed at showcasing the products and craftsmanship of Divyang entrepreneurs and artisans from across the nation.
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30. Which Union Territory has become the first Union Territory to implement the PM Vishwakarma Yojana (PMVY) in the
country?

DI T Hg ARG U ¢ & fied et oo (fenadiars) ar] #39 arer uger S A Uer 9+ 47 82
(a) Delhi / faeett

(b) Chandigarh /EiEﬂTr?,T

(c) Jammu and Kashmir / GIHG?TTW

(d) Ladakh / dgRd

(e) Puducherry / Q@%ﬁ

Ans. c

Sol. J&K becomes first UT to implement PM Vishwakarma Yojana

Jammu and Kashmir has become the first Union Territory (UT) to implement the PM Vishwakarma Yojana (PMVY).

It is an initiative that aims to empower and enhance the skills of the craftsman community.

The inauguration of the training programme for the first batch of 30 trainees (Viswakarmas) in 'darzi craft' was virtually conducted
by Advisor to Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar, and Secretary of the Union Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE), Atul Kumar Tiwari, at ITI Shopian.

PMVY, an initiated launched by the Central government in September 2023, aims to recognize artisans and craftspeople through PM
Vishwakarma certificates and ID cards.

The scheme includes basic training of five to seven days, advanced training of 15 days or more, a stipend of 500 per day, and a free
modern toolkit worth 15,000 for trained Vishwakarmas.

Additionally, the yojana offers linkage with credit-based soft loans and marketing support to expand their businesses.

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

x :
Download Current Affairs APP @amblblous babaik Online test Series

31. Who has been appointed as the new Defence Minister of China?
o &1 74 v el ford forge famar man @2
(a) Dhoi Soo-jong / %ﬁ'scﬁ—\_rﬁ"'[
(b) Shin Ye-eun /fﬁ'ﬁﬁ—?{[\
(c) Hwang Kwanghee / E{I"TWT'EQ[
(d) Dong Jun / SITSA
(e) Choi Soo-jong / ﬂﬁgﬁ—\?ﬁﬁ
Ans.d
Sol. Dong Jun Named As China's New Defense Minister
China named former Navy chief Dong Jun as its new defence minister to replace the last minister, Li Shangfu, who disappeared from
public view four months ago.
The appointment by Chinese lawmakers comes as President Xi Jinping upgrades the military as part of his push to make China a
dominant world power, a goal that has alarmed many neighbours, especially its assertiveness towards self-ruled Taiwan and in the
disputed South China Sea.
The role of China's defence minister is to be the public face of the People's Liberation Army in its engagement with the media and
with other armed forces.
Dong Jun, a former navy commander, has been appointed as China's new defense minister. At 62 years old, Dong previously served
as the commander of the navy since August 2021.
His extensive military experience includes holding the position of deputy commander of the Chinese military’s Southern Theatre
Command, which operates in the contested South China Sea region.
About China
e Capital - Beijing
e Currency - Yuan
e President - Xi Jinping

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

x

Download Current Affairs APP \/@amblblous babalie Online test Series
o

32. How much total transaction value was done through UPI in the year 2023?

ad 2023 ¥ UPI & HTHAH | $d foha Gea &7 a1 favar mam?

(a) %8-lakh crore

(b) *28-lakh crore

(c) *18-lakh crore

(d) %22-lakh crore

(e) *14-lakh crore
Ans. c

Sol. UPI ends 2023 with record transactions worth ¥18-lakh crore

Unified Payments Interface (UPI) ended 2023 at a high, recording over 1,200 crore transactions worth more than ¥18-lakh crore in
December, a peak for both the transaction count and value.

Over 11,765 UPI transactions worth ¥182.2-lakh crore were processed in 2023, up 59 percent in terms of volume and 45 percent in
terms of value compared with 2022, as per data by the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI).

Transactions worth %18.23-lakh crore were processed during December, significantly higher than the previous high of 317.40-lakh
crore in November. In percentage terms, the value of transactions was 4.8 percent higher on the month and 42 percent on year.
The number of transactions on the UPI network breached the 1,200 crore mark to 1,202 crore transactions, higher by 6.9 percent on
month and 54 percent on year

On-year growth in UPI transactions has consistently remained over 40 percent for-the value of transactions and above 50 percent
for the volume of UPI trades in 2023 and FY24 so far.

In FY23, the UPI platform processed 8,376 crore transactions, aggregating ¥139-lakh crore.
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33. Popular Queen Margrethe Il to step down after 52 years on throne. She is the Queen of which country?
aie g I AniY fedia 52 9uf a@ Rigrad W e & a1g ug 8ig 1 98 5w ¢ $1 I+ 72
(a) Denmark /m
(b) France / WTH
(c) Brazil / SToilcl
(d) Finland / ftoTdis.
(e) Scotland /
Ans. a
Sol. Denmark’s Queen Margrethe Il to step down after 52 years on throne
Denmark's popular Queen Margrethe I, Europe's longest-serving monarch, would abdicate on January 14 and pass the baton to her
son Crown Prince Frederik.
Margrethe, 83, has reigned for 52 years and has been Europe's only reigning queen after the death of Britain's Elizabeth 1.
She has been hailed for subtly modernising Danish royalty in her half-century on the throne. The queen, known for her artistic
talents, has been hugely popular in Denmark.
She has managed to be a queen who has united the Danish nation in a time of large changes: globalization, the appearance of the
multicultural state, economic crises in the 1970s, 1980s and again in 2008 to 2015, and the pandemic.
About Denmark
e Capital- Copenhagen
e Currency- Danish krone
e Prime Minister - Mette Frederiksen

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

x

Download Current Affairs APP \/@amblblous babalie Online test Series
o

34. Who has been appointed as the Director General of Fire Service, Civil Defence & Home Guards?
SFARTH FaT, ANRS YR&T 3R T TS & HET-e® & =0 § fow fgad fbar w32

(a) Ganesan Kannabiran / TR HATERA

(b) Neeraj Akhoury / RS SraRt

(c) Pramod Sharma /El'l:ﬁ"ci‘\fl'l:ﬂc

(d) Parminder Chopra / WA EﬁTET

(e) Vivek Srivastava / fad® Jiaraa

Ans. e
Sol. Vivek Srivastava appoints as DG of Fire Service
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) has recently approved the appointment of Vivek Srivastava as the Director
General of Fire Service, Civil Defence & Home Guards under the Ministry of Home Affairs.
He is a seasoned 1989-batch IPS officer of the Gujarat cadre.
This significant appointment is set to take effect from the date of Srivastava’s joining the post and will continue until June 30, 2025,
or until further orders, whichever occurs earlier.
Recent Appointment
e CMD of Power Grid Corporation - Ravindra Kumar Tyagi (replace Sreekant Kandikuppa)
e Deputy Executive Director (Management) of UNFPA - Andrew Paul Saberton, UK (replace Ib Petersen, Denmark)
¢ Chairman of 16th Finance Commission - Arvind Panagariya (15th Finance Commission — N K Singh)
Secretary of 16th Finance Commission - Ritvik Ranjanam Pandey
CMD of Mahanadi Coalfields Ltd - Uday A Kaole
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35. Kia India has appointed Gwanggu Lee as the new Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer with immediate effect.

Kia is the company of which country?

?mg%mﬁmumﬁm?ﬁﬁwuﬁumeﬁ?a@me@mﬁwm%l e fra d=1 ot St
?

(a) South Korea / af&T Sifar

(b) USA / guaT

(c) Japan / SITUTH

(d) Australia / 3fTecfer

(e) Germany / S

Ans. a

Sol. Kia India names Gwanggu Lee as new MD & CEO

Kia India has appointed Gwanggu Lee as the new Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer with immediate effect.

He will be the third MD and CEO of Kia India, succeeding Kook Hyun Shim and Tae Jin Park.

Kia currently sells five models, including Seltos, Sonet, and Carens, in the Indian market.

Kia and Kia Motors Corporation is a South Korean multinational automobile manufacturer.

CEO at Kia Global - Ho-Sung Song
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36. Flipkart co-founder Binny Bansal has launched a new e-commerce start-up to help emerging e-commerce brands expand globally.
What is the name of this startup?

fFueTE & He-HRITS fadd d0a A IwRd §-H1ad Fist o dffe TR W IR 31 § #1eg I3 & Y ve a1 §-31Ad -3 ara
T 81 39 WIS ST 714 T 82
(@) InDoor
(b) OutDoor
(c) OppDoor
(d) AppDoor
(e) eDoor
Ans. ¢
Sol. Flipkart co-founder launched e-commerce start-up 'OppDoor’
Flipkart co-founder Binny Bansal has launched a new e-commerce start-up OppDoor, business-to-business (B2B) platform.
The software services platform will help emerging e-commerce brands expand globally.
OppDoor is a ‘managed services platform for global expansion'. It will help e-commerce brands by offering them end-to-end services on global
markets, customer behaviour, taxation and compliance, partnerships, and third-party vendors.
OppDoor delivers fully managed Amazon services aimed at expanding private label brands across multiple regions globally.
About OppDoor
e The startup is registered in Singapore and was established in May 2021.
e The company is operating as a venture capital firm and was earlier known as 'Three State Ventures Pte Ltd.” The company is receiving
investment from different startups across India (like Curefood, and Scapia).
The company's main aim is to help firms achieve e-commerce excellence across the globe. Its main purpose is to support e-commerce
companies to expand operations globally by providing them with end-to-end solutions
OppDoor has presence in 8 countries
e OppDoor provides services primarily in eight countries — Australia, Canada, Germany, Japan, Mexico, Singapore, the UK, and the US.
e The company is currently not providing services in India as there was no mention of India on its website. The company website doesn't
provide details of Benny Bansal as its owner.
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37. Beatrice Chebet smashed the women'’s world 5km record in Barcelona. She is from which country?

dersy A9 A TIRfaT A afgaret & fay s e & Reis F s fearn as fFa I 32

(a) Kenya / BT

(b) Ghana / YTl

(c) Sudan / {sId

(d) Zimbabwe / forFsTed

(e) Oman/ 3HA

Ans. a

Sol. Beatrice Chebet breaks 5 km world record in Barcelona event

Kenya's Beatrice Chebet smashed the women's world 5km record in Barcelona.

The 23-year-old’s time of 14min 13sec improved on the previous women-only world record of 14:29 set by Ethiopia’s Senbere Teferi
in September 2021.

Her performance also bettered the women's world record set in a mixed race of 14:19, achieved by Ethiopia’s Ejegayehu Taye at the
same Barcelona meet in 2021.

Taye finished second behind Chebet on Sunday, clocking 14:21, while Kenya's Lilian Kasait Rengeruk was third in 14:26 as the top
three dipped under the previous women-only world record mark.

Uganda’s Joy Cheptoyek was also inside that mark, finishing fourth in 14:28.

The men’s race was won by Swiss Dominic Lobalu in 13:12, six seconds clear of runner-up Mathew Kipkoech Kipruto of Kenya.
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38. World Introvert Day is observed every year on which day?
fay s faaw &% ara forw fo=1 waman wman 22
(@) 1 January /1 SR
(b) 2 January / 2 STHas!
(c) 3January /3 STHaR!
(d) 4 January / 4 SR
(e) 5 January / 5 SFTaR]
Ans. b
Sol. 2 January - World Introvert Day
World Introvert Day is observed on January 2 every year.
It is a day committed to understanding and valuing the exceptional characteristics of introverted people.
An introvert person is somebody who is shy, calm and likes to invest energy alone instead of frequently being with others.
World Introvert Day was started from a blog post by psychologist and author Felicitas Heyne named, "Here's Why We Need a World
Introvert Day" on her site "iPersonic”.
The date January 2 was picked in light of the fact that it denotes the end of the holiday season beginning from Christmas to New
Year and permits introverts to take a collective full breath.
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39. Legal scholar Professor Ved Prakash Nanda passed away recently. In which year was he given the Padma Bhushan
award?
ST fagr MBTR dg USRI el o7 g1 &) A feq 8 war1 3% fore adf usr ywur R faar war ar
(a) 2015
(b) 2018
(c) 2020
(d) 2021
(e) 2022
Ans. b
Sol. Professor Ved Prakash Nanda died
Legal scholar Professor Ved Prakash Nanda passed away.
Professor Nanda was a distinguished academic whose contributions to the legal field are invaluable and his work highlights his
strong commitment to legal education.
Professor Ved Prakash Nanda was also a prominent member of the Indian diaspora in USA and was passionate about strong India-
USA relations.
In 2018, Professor Ved Prakash Nanda had received the prestigious Padma Bhushan award.
As a professor of International Law at the University of Denver, Colorado, Prof. Nanda carved a significant niche in the academic
realm. He served as President of the World Jurist Association, honorary Vice President of the American Society of International Law
and in advisory council of the United States Institute of Human Rights.
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40. Which of the following has declared 2024 as the 'Year of Human Resource Development and Discipline'?
fFrafafaa o @ faa 2024 #) aFa T1eA PR iR SrgRma= &1 v Oifva faar 82
(a) NABARD / TaTS
(b) RBI / 3REI3MTS
(c) IREDA / 3MT$3RESIY
(d) SEBI / Gl
() SIDBI / Rrssit
Ans. c
Sol. IREDA Declared 2024 as 'Year of HR Development and Discipline'
CMD of IREDA, Pradip Kumar Das has declared 2024 as the 'Year of Human Resource Development and Discipline'.
The CMD praised the efforts of the employees that have propelled IREDA to new heights.
The year 2024 will be christened as 'Year of Human Resource Development and Discipline' to mark IREDA's future roadmap into new
strategic sectors and geographies.
The move suggests IREDA's commitment to evolving and adapting to new challenges while prioritizing the development and
discipline of its human resources to drive the organization's progress.
About Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited (IREDA)
o |IREDA is a Mini Ratna (Category - |) Government of India Enterprise under the administrative control of the Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy (MNRE).
IREDA is a Public Limited Government Company established as a Non-Banking Financial Institution in 1987
Motto- "ENERGY FOR EVER"
Chairman & MD- Pradip Kumar Das
CFO- Bijay Kumar Mohanty
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41. Which company has become the first Indian company to receive International Sustainability and Carbon Certification
(ISCC)-Plus?

S Gt HUAT SRITR FRRAT 3R Pl YATU (SMTSTHHRN)-TT YT H3A dTedl Ugelt HRTd U=t § T3 82

(a) Reliance Industries Limited /W%@Rﬂﬁm

(b) Larsen & Toubro (L&T) / AR TS Tsll (T TS &)

(¢) Hindustan Aeronautics Limited / %W@ﬁ?ﬁaﬂm

(d) Tata Advanced Systems / €ICT TSdie Rrerg

(e) Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) / HIRd $€1d§Ti'\-|dH fafes (Eﬂ'sf'QFD

Ans. a

Sol. Reliance Industries first in India to receive ISCC-Plus certification

Reliance Industries has become the first Indian company to chemically recycle plastic waste-based pyrolysis oil into International
Sustainability and Carbon Certification (ISCC)-Plus certified circular polymers.

This innovation is a testimony to Reliance's commitment to reducing plastic waste and supporting the circular economy in India.
Reliance shipped its first batch of ISCC-Plus-certified circular polymers, named CircuRepol (Polypropylene) and CircuRelene
(Polyethylene).

CircuRepol and CircuRelene have been designed to lead the way in circular economy practices. Reliance's Jamnagar refinery became
the first refinery to get the important ISCC-Plus certification, proving that it can produce circular polymers through chemical
recycling

The ISCC-Plus certification guarantees that traceability and rules are followed in making circular polymers.

Reliance has developed a technology that turns different types of plastic waste, including single-use and multi-layered plastics, into
pyrolysis oil.
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42. Which company will invest ¥211 crore ($ 25.712 million) over a five-year period for exploration stage activities of five
lithium blocks in Fiambala area of Argentina?

S H U AT F fpurrarar & A v fafiuw sdte! @1 3=vur TR nfafafir & fore ui are $1 safy & 2211 #3s
($25.712 faferae) &1 fFawr st
(a) Adani Group / 3G 0
(b) Tata Group / <ICT U
(c) Reliance Industries Limited /WW%S@WW%@
(d) Khanij Bidesh India Ltd / @f faq=r £f&an fafics
(e) NTPC Limited / TCTdT ferfeics
Ans.d
Sol. KABIL to invest over 3200 cr towards securing lithium supplies in Argentina
India’s KABIL (Khanij Bidesh India Ltd) will invest 3211 crore ($ 25.712 million) over a five-year period for exploration stage activities
of five lithium blocks in Fiambala area of Argentina.
An exploration and development agreement in this regard is expected to be signed with CAMYEN, a state-owned miner in
Argentina’s Catamarca province, later this month.
The KABIL board approved proposals of signing an exploration and development agreement with CAMYEN and opening of branch
office in Catamarca; as well as the investment proposal towards exploration stage activities of the five lithium blocks in June last
year.
About Argentina

e (Capital- Buenos Aires

e Currency- Argentine Peso

e President - Javier Milei

National sport- Pato
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43. The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has approved the Punjab government’s purchase of a private thermal plant, Goindwal
Sahib Thermal Power Plant, for .

YR wfaegyt s @R{teng) A toe IWeR 3t te i 3y wie, MEeara aifed yHa urear wie, &t H @i $t Hedi @

dre

(a) ¥ 1,180 crore

(b) ¥ 1,280 crore

(c) % 1,380 crore

(d) ¥ 1,080 crore

(e) ¥ 980 crore

Ans.d

Sol. CCl approved Punjab government'’s buy of private thermal plant

The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has approved the Punjab government'’s purchase of a private thermal plant, Goindwal Sahib Thermal

Power Plant.

CCl approves the proposed acquisition of 100 percent shareholding of GVK Power (Goindwal Sahib) Ltd by Punjab State Power Corporation Ltd

(PSPCL).

The government had created history by buying a private thermal plant, Goindwal Sahib Thermal Power Plant for ¥ 1,080 crore, at the cheapest

price in the country.

This is the first time that a State has purchased a thermal plant. The 540-MW thermal plant would be named after Guru Amardass, the third

Guru of Sikhs.

About Punjab Power Corporation

e PSPCL s a fully owned undertaking of the Government of Punjab.
e The erstwhile Punjab State Electricity Board (PSEB), was a statutory body formed on February 1, 1959 under the Electricity Supply Act,

1948.
The PSEB was “unbundled” by the Government of Punjab on April 16, 2010 into two separate entities — Punjab State Power Corporation
Limited (PSPCL) and Punjab State Transmission Corporation Limited (PSTCL).
GVK Power (Goindwal Sahib) Ltd was incorporated in December 1997 and is a wholly-owned subsidiary of GVK Energy Ltd, which in turn,
is the subsidiary of GVK Power and Infrastructure Ltd.
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44. Which country has taken over the chairmanship of BRICS for 2024?
fpa 321 A 2024 & foIQ BRICS B} 3remedr HHTeH 872
(a) Saudi Arabia / g3l 3R
(b) China / &M
(c) Russia / &9
(d) India / HRd
(e) UAE / Tad 3Rd 3HRT
Ans. c
Sol. Russia takes over the BRICS chairmanship
Russia has taken over the BRICS chairmanship as of January 1, following the decision made during the 15th BRICS Summit in August
2022.
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates have joined BRICS as new full members which is a strong
indication of the growing authority of the association and its role in international affairs.
BRICS continues to attract a growing number of supporters and like-minded nations that share fundamental principles such as
sovereign equality, respect for diverse developmental paths, mutual consideration of interests, openness, consensus-building, the
pursuit of a multipolar global order, a fair global financial and trade system, and collective solutions to major global challenges.
About Russia
e Capital - Moscow
e Currency - Rubel
e President - Vladimir Putin
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45. Who has become the first woman to hold a $100 billion fortune, according to the Bloomberg Billionaires Index?
sra faferaad S8 & YR, 100 fSferasT sTar &1 wufty 3@+ arell ugedl ufgan #1999 718 872

(a) Neeta Ambani / BiGIREEIE]

(b) Roshni Nadar / T AR

(c) Francoise Bettencourt Meyers / WWW

(d) Liliane Bettencourt / faIferaT se-iaic

(e) Miriam Adelson / ARTH Tsa9H

Ans. c

Sol. Francoise Bettencourt Meyers becomes first woman with a $100 billion

Francoise Bettencourt Meyers, heiress to the L'Oréal beauty empire, has made history as the world's first woman to surpass a net
worth of $100 billion, according to the Bloomberg Billionaires Index.

This milestone was achieved through the surge in L'Oréal S.A. stock. As of that day, her net worth stood at $100.1 billion, shows
Bloomberg’s data.

Established in 1909 by Bettencourt Meyers' chemist grandfather, Eugene Schueller to sale a hair dye, the company has been led by
non-family executives for many decades.

L'Oreal Group, the world's largest cosmetics company, owns brands like Lancome and Maybelline.

L'Oreal acquires Australian brand Aesop in a $2.5 billion deal in 2022. Marks the largest brand acquisition in L'Oreal's history.
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46. PM Narendra Modi has inaugurated the Kochi-Lakshadweep Islands submarine optical fiber connection (KLI-SOFC) project. What is
the total link distance of this cable?

g g Ml A Fif-aedu v Ty g e Brgar $AaRM (KLI-SOFC) URISHT &1 3gute- fHa1 31 39 bad ot oa ie
i fpai 22

(a) 1068 km

(b) 1168 km

(c) 1868 km

(d) 1668 km

(e) 1268 km

Ans. ¢

Sol. PM inaugurates Kochi-Lakshadweep Islands Submarine Optical Fibre Connection

Prime Minister, Narendra Modi has inaugurated the Kochi-Lakshadweep Islands submarine optical fiber connection (KLI-SOFC) project.

He also inaugurated various developmental projects worth more than Rs 1,150 crore covering a wide range of sectors including technology,
energy, water resources, healthcare, and education.

The KLI-SOFC project will lead to an increase in internet speed unlocking new possibilities & opportunities. For the first time since
independence, Lakshadweep will be connected through Submarine Optic Fibre Cable.

The dedicated submarine OFC will ensure a paradigm shift in communication infrastructure in the Lakshadweep islands, enabling faster and
more reliable internet services, telemedicine, e-governance, educational initiatives, digital banking, digital currency usage, digital literacy, etc.
Kochi-Lakshadweep Islands Submarine Optical Fiber Connection (KLI - SOFC) project has been dedicated to people today and will ensure 100
times faster Internet for the people of Lakshadweep.

The project will play a significant role in achieving the objective of ‘Digital India’ and ‘National Broadband Mission” and for rolling out of various
e-governance projects of the Government of India in Lakshadweep Islands.

The bandwidth created under this project will be available to all Telecom Service Providers (TSPs) to strengthen their telecom services in the
Lakshadweep Islands.

Total link distance: 1,868 kilometers.

Total cost of project: Rs 1072 crore plus taxes.
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47. Who has been nominated by the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) as the Chairman of the Supreme Court
Legal Services Committee?

PR BT AT UTRISRUT (NALSA) SRT THH DI ST a1 |iiifa & srwael & wu o fordt fara fosan man g2

(@) Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde / SRey TIRG 3Rfdg aﬁa@

(b) Justice D.Y. Chandrachud / S &1, 915, 9598

(c) Justice Uday Lalit / ey 3y dferd

(d) Justice N. V. Ramana /Grf@“em:ra?w

(e) Justice BR Gavai / SRey dieR na's‘

Ans. e
Sol. Justice BR Gavai appoints chairperson of SC legal services committee.
National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) has nominated Justice BR Gavai-as the Chairman of the Supreme Court Legal Services
Committee.
Succeeds Justice Sanjiv Khanna as the Chairperson of the Supreme Court Legal Services Committee.
Justice Sanjiv Khanna was previously the senior-most puisne judge and currently serves as the Executive Chairperson of NALSA.
Justice Khanna was recently appointed Executive Chairperson of the National Legal Services Authority (NALSA).
Recent Appointment
e MD & CEO of Kia India - Gwanggu Lee
e Defense Minister of China - Dong Jun (replace Li Shangfu)
e DG of Fire Service, Civil Defence & Home Guards - Vivek Srivastava
CMD of Power Grid Corporation - Ravindra Kumar Tyagi (replace Sreekant Kandikuppa)
Deputy Executive Director (Management) of UNFPA - Andrew Paul Saberton, UK (replace Ib Petersen, Denmark)
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48. Nadia Calvifio has been appointed as the president of the European Investment Bank (EIB). She is from which country?

qifear Ffeat & Rfig faw s& (§emsa)) &1 sreaer Fgea fParmar g1 9 Fa A 82
(a) France / i
(b) Italy / Sccit
(c) UK / g
(d) Spain /Fa:{
(e) Canada / dh-lsT
Ans. d
Sol. Nadia Calvifio takes over as EIB President
Nadia Calvifio took over as president of the European Investment Bank, replacing Werner Hoyer.
The eighth president of the EU bank, Calvifio is the first woman to lead the institution. She is also the first Spaniard to head the
Bank.
President Calvifio was previously first vice-president of the government of Spain and minister of economy, trade, and enterprise.
In the past, Calvifio has also held various positions at the European Commission, where she was deputy director general with special
responsibility for financial services, deputy director general for competition, and later director general in charge of the budget.
Calvifio takes over from Werner Hoyer, who had been president of the Bank since 2012. Hoyer gave the Bank a higher public profile,
in part through its evolution into the EU climate bank.
Recent Appointment

e Chairman of 16th Finance Commission - Arvind Panagariya

e Secretary of 16th Finance Commission - Ritvik Ranjanam Pandey

e CMD of Mahanadi Coalfields Ltd - Uday A Kaole

Director (Works) of National High-Speed Rail Corporation Limited (NHSRCL) - Pramod Sharma
DG of Prisons and Correctional Services - Maheshwar Dayal
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49. The Maharashtra government has approved the Maharashtra Drone Mission (MDM) to harness drone technology. This
five-year implementation plan has been prepared based on a report by which lIT's experts?

HERTY WHR A G WNRIST BT ITIRT B3 & g AeRIP $4 A (@AsSien) &1 w9l ¢ §f 81 I8 vgadig sraf-aa-
i frd SMg3msel & fasius &1 RUid & TR W daR &1 78 72

(a) IIT Guwahati/ 3TS3MTacl TATEIC!

(b) IIT Delhi / 3E3MSeT faeedt

() IIT Madras / TS 3Tscl HET™

(d) IIT Bombay / 3T83MT5c! §as

(e) IIT Roorkee / 3MTs 35l TSP

Ans.d

Sol. Maharashtra aims to become Global Drone hub

The Maharashtra government has approved the Maharashtra Drone Mission (MDM) to harness drone technology.

Functions include security surveillance, disaster rescue, delivery of emergency medicines, vaccines to remote areas, infrastructure
project monitoring, and traffic management.

A five-year implementation plan has been prepared based on a report by a team of experts from the Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT)-Bombay which would be monitored by a committee headed by the Chief Secretary.

The Drone Mission will be headquartered at IIT-B.

The Drone Mission will help Maharashtra become a Global Drone hub, the notification said. The IIT-B report, which led the
government to approve the Mission, was submitted in October last year.
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50. Hyderabad & Bengaluru Airports have bagged global second and third positions in the Circum's on-time performance
review 2023. Which airport has topped the list?

BRTETG 3N T gaTs 3! A HH B 3AT-15H WSl e 2023 H A goRT 3R TR Wi g1y fvan 81 fv gars
S = I | M R g1 foan @2

(a) St Paul International Airport /4¢ TId W@UE{GTEC 37T

(b) Changi Airport / Emﬂgfﬂéc STET

(c) Charles de Gaulle airport / SIGESIRIIN E§dlsr gl

(d) Haneda Airport / Sl gals 3{gl

(e) Hong Kong airport / HUCIUEEIE STEl

Ans. a

Sol. Hyderabad, Bengaluru airports score high in global on-time ranking

Bengaluru’s Kempegowda International Airport bagged third position in the world for its annual On-Time Performance (OTP) in the
year 2023.

According to a report released by aviation analytics firm Circum, Hyderabad airport is ranked as the second most punctual airport in
the world and Bengaluru airport stands next.

The Circum report stated that a flight is considered punctual if it departs or arrives with a difference of 15 minutes from the
scheduled time.

The Kempegowda International Airport has achieved 84.08 % punctuality rate in the year 2023, making it one of the most punctual
airports in the world. However, Hyderabad's Rajiv Gandhi International Airport beat Bengaluru airport with a slightly higher
punctuality rate stands at 84.42%.

Meanwhile, America’s Minneapolis’ St Paul International Airport topped the list of most airports across the globe with a punctuality
rate of 84.44%.
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51. India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra) has upgraded the rating of PNB Housing Finance Company’s Non-Convertible
Debentures (NCDs) to _ from ‘IND AA’ with stable outlook.

sfear I v ad (g3 A RR THHI0 & Iy Fruadt gl Brgdg $ul & WR-uRad-ig fedwr (@aE) 1 ¥Icn ot
'INDAA'S @ 3Uds 3= a7l

(a) IND A+

(b) IND AA+

(c) IND AB+

(d) IND B+

(e) IND BB+

Ans. b

Sol. India Ratings revises PNB Housing Finance NCD ratings from AA to AA+

PNB Housing Finance, a housing finance company, said that India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra) has upgraded the rating of the
company’s non-convertible debentures (NCDs) to ‘IND AA+" from ‘IND AA’ with stable outlook.

Further, Ind-Ra said that NCDs limit has been split into bank loans and NCDs and ‘IND AA+' rating has been assigned to the bank
loans.

The rating rationale mentions that the key drivers for the rating upgrade are granularization of loan book with 96 percent being
retail and almost complete rundown of the corporate book, robust capital buffers post equity infusion of 32,500 through rights
issue, improved asset quality, diversified resource profile with the ability to raise funds from banks and the capital markets, adequate
liquidity and improvement in profitability.
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52. Which bank has introduced Super Special Fixed Deposit with an incredibly enticing interest rate of 7.50% per annum?

fra & 7 7.50% Ul 9f F sifayaa = u I et s @} & J1Y YR W s feuifore vwr fear 82
(a) Bank of Baroda /% GFTUHEI@ET
(b) Indian Overseas Bank / 5’%11:[ NS o
(c) Bank of India / b 3T e
(d) Karnataka Bank / Plch Sb
(e) Karur Vyasya Bank / d¥aX &TH 3%
Ans. ¢
Sol. Bank of India introduced Super Special Fixed Deposit
Bank of India has introduced Super Special Fixed Deposit with an incredibly-enticing interest rate of 7.50% per annum.
This offer is available for both existing customers and the general public, but only for deposits ranging from 2 Crores to less than Rs. 50 Crores.
The fixed deposit has a specific maturity period of 175 days, starting from January 1st, 2024.
The Super Special Fixed Deposit offers an excellent opportunity for High Net Worth Individuals (HNIs) and Corporates to invest their surplus
funds for the short term.
With a high yield of 7.50% per annum for a period of 175 days, this fixed deposit stands out as one of the most attractive options for short-term
investments. It surpasses other fixed deposit options of similar tenure.
Senior citizens aged 60 years and above but below 80 years will receive an additional interest rate of 0.50% on their retail term deposits (below
Rs. 2 Crores) for a tenor of 6 months and above, up to 3 years.
On the other hand, super senior citizens aged 80 years and above will be eligible for an additional interest rate of 0.65% on the same retail term
deposits for the same tenor range.
Recent Facilities Launched in Banking & Insurance Sector

¢ Indusind Bank has launched the ‘Indusind Bank eSvarna’, India’s first Corporate Credit Card on RuPay network.

¢ Kotak Mahindra Life Insurance launched T.U.L.I.P (Term with Unit Linked Insurance Plan) Product

e RBL Bank Introduces Electronic Bank Guarantee on NeSL Platform

e Reliance General Insurance unveils ‘Reliance Health Global’

Indusind Bank introduces ‘Indus Solitaire Program’ for the Diamond Industry
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53. Who has been honoured with the prestigious MS Swaminathan Award in recognition of his contributions as a scientist
and extension specialist in the field of agronomy?

P R & &7 1§ te Ige ok AR Ry & &0 § 399 aieM ¥ e il vrew @i R @ fea
FrTfra forar T 32
(a) Amitav Ghosh / 3{f&rdTa Oy
(b) Vikram Seth / fdshH ¥
(©) B R Kamboj / & 3R dhalsl
(d) Aravind Adiga / 3Rfdg sff&mm
(e) Priya A.S. / O ugg
Ans. c
Sol. Prof B R Kamboj honoured with M S Swaminathan Award
Chaudhary Charan Singh Haryana Agricultural University's Vice Chancellor Prof. B.R. Kamboj has been honoured with the prestigious
MS Swaminathan Award in recognition of his contributions as a scientist and extension specialist in the field of agronomy.
The award ceremony took place at the International Conference on 'One Health One World,' held at Rajmata Vijayaraje Scindia
Agricultural University at Gwalior in Madhya Pradesh.
The agricultural recommendations put forth by Prof. Kamboj, stemming from his research work and collaborative extension activities
with university scientists, have consistently proven to be highly advantageous for farmers.
Prof Kamboj has published about 300 research papers and articles in national and international journals, books, and technical
magazines.
Recent Awards

¢ First Indian Company to receive ISCC-Plus certification - Reliance Industries

e Conferred Honorary Doctorate By Japanese University - Devendra Fadnavis

¢ National Energy Conservation Award 2023 - Karnataka

SASTRA Ramanujan Award 2022 -Yunging Tang
SASTRA Ramanujan Award 2023 - Ruixiang Zhan
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54. World Braille Day is observed every year on which day?

fay s feaw g o P fas1 w=man <irar @2

(@) 6 January / 6 SR

(b) 7 January / 7 SHaR1

(c) 8 January / 8 STHaR!

(d) 4 January / 4 SR

(e) 5 January / 5 SFTaR]

Ans.d

Sol. 4 January - World Braille Day

World Braille Day is observed every year on January 4 to honour the birth anniversary of Louis Braille, the inventor of the Braille
writing system for blind and visually impaired individuals.

The primary objective of recognising World Braille Day is to promote Braille literacy and raise awareness among people about its
importance.

Despite the advent of new technologies and systems, visually impaired and blind people still face significant challenges in leading
an independent life.

Louis Braille was a Frenchman who invented the Braille system. He was blind after a car accident at a young age. Before Braille's
system was developed, blind and visually impaired people used the Hauy system, which was a Latin system designed on thick paper
or leather.

However, this method only allowed people to read and not write. Due to its technical limitations, Braille created a user-friendly
Braille system that used codes consisting of symbols written in raised dots. People could use this system by touch to recognise the
Braille code and continue their communication.
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55. lIT Madras has partnered with which company to build "Asia’s first” Hyperloop test track facility in Tamil Nadu?
TSATS Y Ty 7 afdrairg # TR 3t vgelt” geRau whemn ¢ gfaur 9 F Rg fora $oit & ary wrgierdt 91 @2
(a) ArcelorMittal / 3RTeR i@
(b) TP renewable Microgrid / €Ut RJusd Aseis
() Steel Authority of India / WId YIRS 31w Sfear
(d) NTPC Limited / TCIU feifies
() Torrent Power / TIRC TTGR
Ans. a
Sol. ArcelorMittal partners with IIT Madras to create Hyperloop facility
Steel giant ArcelorMittal has partnered with the Indian Institute of Technology, Madras to build "Asia’s first" Hyperloop test track facility in Tamil
Nadu.
The companies, ArcelorMittal and ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India (AM/NS), are providing foundational steel materials as well as engineering,
design, and project management expertise to support the construction of Asia's first Hyperloop test track at the 163-acre Discovery campus of
[IT Madras, located at Thaiyur on the outskirts of Chennai.
ArcelorMittal is collaborating with the IIT Madras's Hyperloop Technology teams -- Avishkar Hyperloop, a student team, and TuTr Hyperloop, a
startup incubated in lIT Madras, for the project. The Ministry of Railways is also a key partner.
ArcelorMittal and AM/NS will supply 400 tonnes of steel for the fabrication of a 400-metre vacuum tube at the site, while engineers from
AMDEGC, the design and engineering arm of ArcelorMittal, will help oversee the project.
The test facility is expected to be operational by the end of Q1, 2024.
IITs in News
e Reliance Jio joins hands with IIT Bombay to launch Bharat GPT
¢ |IT Guwahati collaborated with Assam govt's Arohan Scheme over STEM
¢ Indian Navy signed MoU with IIT Kanpur to promote technology development
Global cyber security company Kaspersky and IIT Delhi signed an agreement to jointly work on cybersecurity-related research and
educational initiatives at the institute.
Airbus tie-up with IIT Kanpur to promote aerospace education
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56. Which state has been ranked first in recording the highest entry rate on the Inter-Operable Criminal Justice System
(1CJS) platform, conceptualized by the Supreme Court’s e-committee and implemented by the Ministry of Home Affairs?
v 1< @1 3-afifa gRT Jofeud SR T WATed gRT $raifad sex-ifuvad frfia 9Rkew R (1c)s) Wewid = S=aw
TR &R gof e A fH 39 o) ugen ®IH far wan 32

(a) Uttar Pradesh / IR USY

(b) Gujarat / eIRTd

(c) Rajasthan / XTSTRJTH

(d) Maharashtra / HeRTY

(e) Madhya Pradesh / 7 U

Ans. a

Sol. U.P. tops in entry rate on ICJS platform

Uttar Pradesh has been ranked first for the third consecutive year in recording the highest entry rate on the Inter-Operable Criminal
Justice System (ICJS) platform, conceptualized by the Supreme Court's e-committee and implemented by the Ministry of Home
Affairs.

Notably, the ICJS platform facilitates the seamless transfer of data and information among various pillars of the criminal justice
system nationwide.

It enables the exchange of data related to crimes and criminals between courts, police, jails, and forensic science laboratories
through a single-window system.

Uttar Pradesh has recorded 1,56,22,514 entries on the ICJS platform so far. He added that Madhya Pradesh is in the second spot
with 35,04,828 entries, and Bihar is in third place with 16,65,107 entries.

Through ICJS, records such as FIRs, case numbers, jail IDs, and details from filing FIRs against suspects to the imprisonment of
culprits are maintained.

Additionally, details of court cases, trials, judgments, prosecution, and forensic information can be accessed by courts, police, jails,
and forensic science laboratories through a single platform.
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57. The Kerala Government has recently launched K-SMART, which will bring all services of the three-tier local self-government
institutions on a unified digital platform. What is the meaning of 'T" in 'K-SMART"?

FA PR A BT 81 A K-SMART a1 farar 8, st Awadia wiria W@-wRer) gl 3t 93t Qarsit &1 ve uadiea e wewid w
T 'K-SMART' & 'T* &1 &1 3rdf 82
(a) Traverse
(b) Timeline
(c) Tech
(d) Transformation
(e) Transfer
Ans.d
Sol. Kerala launches K-Smart tech solution
The Kerala Government has launched K-SMART (Kerala Solutions for Managing Administrative Reformation and Transformation), which will
bring all services of the three-tier local self-government institutions on a unified digital platform.
This is the first such initiative in the country that the entire bouquet of services of a department is being made available to the public on a
digital platform.
Kerala is showing the way in using modern technology. Kerala is the first state in the country to declare Internet access a fundamental right. K-
SMART would provide a major relief to expatriates who want to avail various services of the local bodies without visiting the offices.
Initially, K-SMART application, developed by the Information Kerala Mission of the state IT department, will be operational in corporations and
municipalities. Gradually, it will be rolled out in gram panchayats.
K-SMART adapts diverse technological disciplines, encompassing blockchain, artificial intelligence, GIS/spatial data, chatbot, message
integration, APl integration of various software, machine learning, data science, cloud computing, virtual and augmented reality, Internet of
things among others.
About Kerala

e Capital - Thiruvananthapuram

e Chief Minister — Pinarayi Vijayan

e Governor - Arif Mohammad Khan
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58. Which country's PM is to be the Chief Guest at the 10th Vibrant Gujarat Global Investors Summit to be held from

January 10-12 in Gandhinagar?

TR & 10-12 TG aF TG g1 aTet 109 argse ToRTd AfYS Faze RRaR awed | 59 331 & gur= v 4=
3fafy gitre

(a) France / I

(b) Italy / Sl

(c) UK/ g

(d) Spain/@:f

(e) Czech Republic/%ﬂm

Ans. e

Sol. Czech PM to be chief guest at Vibrant Gujarat Summit

The Prime Minister of the Czech Republic Petr Fiala is to be the Guest of Honour at the 10th Vibrant Gujarat Global Investors Summit to be held from January
10-12 in Gandhinagar.

Besides PM Fiala, Timor-Leste's President José Ramos-Horta, President Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Mozambique’s
President Filipe Nyusi will also be attending.

The Prime Minister will open the event on January 10th in Gandhinagar.

The biennial event has become a crucial platform for policymakers, diplomats, business leaders, investors, and corporates to foster collaborations, and
partnerships and explore investment opportunities.

As many as 28 countries and 14 organizations have so far confirmed that they will be partners.in the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit (VGGS) 2024, the state
government said.

The theme for the 10th edition of the VGGS is ‘Gateway to the Future'. It will be held in Gandhinagar from January 10 to 12.

Countries that agreed to join as partners are: Australia, Bangladesh, Czech Republic, Egypt, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Indonesia, Japan, Kenya, Malaysia, Malta,
Morocco, Mozambique, Nepal, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Republic of Korea, Rwanda, Singapore, Tanzania, Thailand, the UAE, United Kingdom, Uruguay,
Ghana, and Vietnam.

Partner organizations include the American Chamber of Commerce in India (AMCHAM India) EPIC India-University of Chicago, Indo-American Chamber of
Commerce (IACC), Indo-African Chamber of Commerce and Industry, International Solar Alliance, Japan External Trade Organization (JETRO), and Korea Trade
and Investment Agency, among others.
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59. Who has inaugurated Mega Expo under the theme “Emerging StartUp Trends in North India” at Kathua, Jammu and
Kashmir?

HG3T, T 3R HIIR # "R URA § I RIS T vy & dgd A el $T1 Igure- fohaa fhar 82

(a) Narendra Modi /-_-ﬁ_sg'rhﬁ:[

(b) Amit Shah / 3if¥Id =118

(c) Rajnath Singh / o1y g

(d) Droupadi Murmu /?ﬁﬁﬁ’é

(e) Jagdeep Dhankhar / S YIS

Ans. e

Sol. Jagdeep Dhankhar inaugurated Startup Expo in Kathua

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar has inaugurated Mega Expo under the theme “"Emerging StartUp Trends in North India” at Kathua,
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Startup Expo was organized jointly by the Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC), DBT, Gol, and CSIR-
Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine (CSIR-1IIM), Jammu.

A total of 25 startups from North India, i.e. from Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, and Delhi showcased their
innovations and products in the Mega Expo.

VP Dhankar also interacted with the distinguished gathering of traders, academicians, technocrats, and members of the civil society.
In the expo, StartUps exhibited their products, prototypes, and services, providing attendees with hands-on experiences of cutting-
edge technologies.
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60. Which state government has reduced the qualifying age for old-age pension for tribals and Dalits to 50 years from the
previous 60 years?

o Iva WRER A snfeaTRy ok gferal & e ggmawT UvM $t erdar oy &1 fsd 60 avf A gerHr 50 af 37 faar 22
(@) Tripura / ﬁQT[ .
(b) Jharkhand / IRYS
(c) Assam / 3{HH
(d) Bihar / fS8R
(e) Meghalaya / TETed
Ans. b
Sol. Jharkhand govt reduces qualifying age for old-age pension to 50
Jharkhand Government has reduced the qualifying age for old-age pension for tribals and Dalits to 50 years from the previous 60
years.
According to the government, only 16 lakh people received pension benefits in the 20 years after the formation of Jharkhand in
2000, but his government has provided pensions to 36 lakh people - mostly to those aged above 60 years.
The government has decided to provide pension benefits to tribals and Dalits on reaching the age of 50 years. The death rate
among them is high and they do not get jobs after 60 years.
The CM also asserted that his government was working relentlessly for the welfare of the people and a large number of schemes
were being implemented for the first time, including his government's outreach programme 'Aapki Yojna, Aapki Sarkar, Aaapke
Dwar' delivering benefits of the government schemes to villagers at their doorsteps.
About Jharkhand

e Capital — Ranchi

e Chief Minister — Hemant Soren

e Governor - C.P. Radhakrishnan
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61. Which state government has launched the upgraded social welfare pension of ¥3,000 per month with an expanded
reach to cover 66.34 lakh beneficiaries?

P I IWRER A 66.34 ARG ATHIIIAT T FaR B3 & fore fazarfya uga & 914 23,000 Ui 418 o IAd GTHITS Hedror
YT = i 82
(a) Maharashtra / HERTY

(b) Tamil Nadu / alﬁaqlg
(c) Odisha / 3fifS=m

(d) Andhra Pradesh / 7Y TR
(e) Kerala / B
Ans. d
Sol. Andhra Pradesh CM boosts social security pension to Rs 3,000.
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy has launched the upgraded social welfare pension of 3,000 per month with
an expanded reach to cover 66.34 lakh beneficiaries.
This would mark an increase of 3250 as till now pension was at 32,750.
The State government was spending 31,968 crore every month on social pensions, and volunteers, irrespective of public holidays
were distributing pensions at sun-rise on the first of every month to the pensioners.
The State government spent ¥26,000 crore on Amma Vodi, ¥33,330 crore on Rythu Bharosa, 319,178 crore on YSR Asara and
314,129 crore on YSR Cheyutha benefitting around 45 lakh mothers and Fifty-four lakh farmers. Additionally, the schemes
benefitted 79 lakh women of self-help groups and Twenty-six lakh women of 45-to 60-years respectively.
About Andhra Pradesh

e Capital - Amaravati

e Chief Minister - YS Jagan Mohan Reddy

e Governor - S. Abdul Nazeer
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62. Which country will become the first European country to issue digital Schengen visas to visitors for the upcoming
Olympics?
DI AT =1 ATTH SficifUs & e smige! &t f3forea i e St $3A arar ugan qRIY 1 9 \eam?
(a) France / i
(b) Italy / Sccit
(c) UK / g
(d) Spain /<4
(e) Germany / S
Ans. a
Sol. France becomes first European country to issue digital Schengen visas
France will become the first European country to issue digital Schengen visas to visitors for the upcoming Paris Olympics.
France has announced plans to shift entirely to online procedures for 70,0000 French Schengen Visas, in a move that aligns with the
EU's digitalization plans.France began operations of the "Olympic Consulate” system from January 1, 2024 - dedicated to processing
visa applications for the 2024 Olympic and Paralympic Games.
The "Olympic Consulate" is expected to handle applications from 15,000 international athletes, 9,000 journalists, and delegations
from foreign countries participating in the upcoming sporting events.
The initiative aims to streamline the visa application process, avoiding any mix-up with the surge of files currently undergoing
processing at French visa centers worldwide.
The Schengen area includes 23 of the 27 EU member countries, along with associated neighbors Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, and
Liechtenstein.
About France

e Capital- Paris

e President- Emmanuel Macron

e Prime Minister- Elisabeth Borne

Official language- French
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63. India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra) has revised India’s GDP growth estimate for FY24 to how much percent from 6.2 percent?

3 e vs s F5-30) 7 Fy24 & o yRa 1 siidhdt afs ergum &t 6.2 ufawra 3 wxifta $a foraq ufawa w2 fear 22
(@) 6.3%
(b) 6.4%
(c) 6.6%
(d) 6.7%
(e) 6.9%
Ans.d
Sol. India Ratings raises GDP growth forecast for FY'24 to 6.7% from 6.2%
India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra) has revised upwards its GDP growth estimate for FY24 to 6.7 percent from 6.2 percent earlier.
The revision is led by a number of factors, including the resilience of the Indian economy (which grew 7.6 percent yoy in 2QFY24); sustained
government capex; the deleveraged balance sheet of corporates/ banking sector; prospects for a new private corporate capex cycle; and
sustained momentum in business and software services exports, coupled with remittances from across the world.
The revision comes on the heels of Reserve Bank of India upping its GDP growth forecast for 2023-24 by 50 basis points to 7 percent, from 6.5
percent earlier.
Updated GDP List
e Goldman Sachs — 6.2% (FY24)
e Fitch Rating — 6.9% (FY24), 6.5% (FY25)
o IMF-6.3% (FY24), 6.3% (FY25)
o |CRA -6.5% (FY24)
Kotak Mahindra Bank - 6.8% (FY24)
Citigroup — 6.7%
DBS - 6.8%
ADB —6.7% (FY24), 6.7% (FY25)
Morgan Stanley - 6.9%(FY24)
RBI 7% (FY24)
Nomura - 6.7% (FY24)
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64. Which bank will launch a Data Analytics center in Bengaluru?
DI AT 96 TGS A ST T s Aex A=l I

(a) State Bank of India / YR Te §b

(b) Punjab National Bank / GSTE A=RHd §

(c) UCO Bank / g&! §&

(d) Indian Bank /3%'8[:[%

(e) Canara Bank / PR b

Ans. e

Sol. Canara Bank to launch Data Analytics center in Bengaluru
Public sector banking behemoth Canara Bank will open a separate cyber-security wing from April 1 as the bank steps up its
investment in cyber security initiatives to prevent customers from falling into the trap of online fraudsters.
The wing will be headed by a general manager and monitor digital transactions on a real-time basis and trigger alerts if a fraudster
is trying to break into a customer’s account.
After opening the bank’s new data and analytics centre (DnA) in Bengaluru, the PSU bank has been at the forefront in leveraging
analytics for improving customer experience and operations.
Al is reshaping our lives in unprecedented ways, and we are committed to adopting it to spur business growth while ensuring data
privacy and security.
Recent Facilities Launched in Banking & Insurance Sector
e Bank of India introduced Super Special Fixed Deposit with interest rate of 7.50% per annum
e Indusind Bank has launched the ‘Indusind Bank eSvarna’, India’s first Corporate Credit Card on RuPay network.
e Kotak Mahindra Life Insurance launched T.U.L.I.P (Term with Unit Linked Insurance Plan) Product
RBL Bank Introduces Electronic Bank Guarantee on NeSL Platform
Reliance General Insurance unveils 'Reliance Health Global
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65. Who has been appointed as Spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)?
fac=r varera (MEA) & waaaT & wu A fra fAgaa forar man 82
(@) Vinay Mohan Kwatra / ﬁﬁmﬂﬁm
(b) Ruchira Kamboj / SRRT HE
(c) Randhir Jaiswal / UTHR Srgaret
(d) T.S. Tirumurti / €. 9. faegd
(e) Anurag Srivastava / SR Fiardd
Ans. c
Sol. Randhir Jaiswal became Spokesperson of Ministry of External Affairs
Randhir Jaiswal, a Senior Indian Foreign Service officer, assumed the position of Spokesperson for the Ministry of External Affairs.
A seasoned 1998 batch IFS officer, Jaiswal replaced Arindam Bagchi in this capacity.
Earlier in October 2023, MEA Spokesperson Arindam Bagchi was appointed India's next Permanent Representative to the United
Nations and other international organizations in Geneva.
A 1995-batch Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer, Bagchi is an Additional Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs.
Mr. Bagchi took over as spokesperson in March 2021. His tenure was eventful as it spanned the COVID-19 pandemic, the standoff
with China in eastern Ladakh, India hosting the G20 Summit in September this year and the increased pace of India's engagements
with various partners.
Mr. Jaiswal has served in Portugal, Cuba, South Africa and at India's permanent mission to the UN in New York.
Recent Appointment

e President of European Investment Bank - Nadia Calvifio (replace Werner Hoyer)

e Chairperson of SC legal services committee by NALSA - Justice BR Gavai (replace Justice Sanjiv Khanna)

e MD & CEO of Kia India - Gwanggu Lee

Defense Minister of China - Dong Jun (replace Li Shangfu)
DG of Fire Service, Civil Defence & Home Guards - Vivek Srivastava
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66. Who has been appointed as Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, of Western Naval Command (WNC)?
i3t AT FHA (WNC) F T STRAR HHifST-39-0% & ©u # e frged fovar manr g2

(a) Anish Dayal Singh / S gaTd R

(b) Sujoy Lal Thaosen / g1 ATel YT

(c) Sanjay Jasjit Singh / IS Sqeild g

(d) Pankaj Kumar Singh / Gl $HR g

(e) Subodh Kumar Jaiswal / Faltl HHR SEATd

Ans. c

Sol. Sanjay Jasjit Singh took charge of Western Naval Command
Vice Admiral Sanjay Jasjit Singh has assumed the role of Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Naval Command (WNC).
Singh succeeds Vice Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi.
Before this, Singh served as the Vice Chief of Naval Staff, boasting a versatile naval career of about 38 years.
Singh has held notable positions such as Assistant Chief of Naval Staff, Flag Officer Sea Training, Western Fleet Commander, and
more.
Recent Appointment in Defence Sector

e DG of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) - Nina Singh (first woman Director)

e DG of the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) - Rahul Rasgotra (replace Anish Dayal Singh)

¢ DG of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) - Anish Dayal Singh

¢ DG of the Fire Service - Vivek Srivastava

Vice Chief of Naval Staff - Vice Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi
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67. Which state government has decided to declare January 22 as a "dry day" as the consecration of Ram temple will take place in
Ayodhya on that day?
fre I PR 7 22 T B g1 & gt w1 31 Aol foran @ waife s9 e sravenn o 3w @R &1 3ifids gvm?
(a) Uttar Pradesh / Wm
(b) West Bengal / Gf3H sTTel
(c) Assam / 39H
(d) Karnataka /Eb_rlfﬁ
(e) Chhattisgarh /@_rﬁﬂ"'l?,!'
Ans. e
Sol. Chhattisgarh declared dry day on January 22 to honor Ram temple
Chhattisgarh government has decided to declare January 22 as a "dry day" as the consecration of Ram temple will take place in Ayodhya on
that day.
Ram Raj has been the model of our good governance, CM said.
We are fortunate that Chhattisgarh is Lord Ram's 'nanihal’ (the place of Lord Ram's maternal grandparents) and it is also fortunate that 'pran
pratistha' of Ram Mandir in Ayodhya will take place on January 22,".
The state's rice millers association has sent 300 metric tonnes of aromatic rice to Ayodhya for the ceremony and cultivators from the state will
also dispatch vegetables to the city in Uttar Pradesh.
Lord Ram had passed through several places located in Chhattisgarh during his 14-year exile from Ayodhya. Chandkhuri, a village located 27 km
from Chhattisgarh capital Raipur, is considered as the birthplace of Mata Kaushalya, mother of Lord Ram.
The ancient Mata Kaushalya temple situated in the village was given a magnificent look during the previous Congress government in the state.
About Chhattisgarh

e Capital - Raipur

e Chief Minister — Vishnu Deo Sai (replace Bhupesh Baghel)

e Deputy CM - Arun Sao & Vijay Sharma

Governor - Biswabhusan Harichandan
Speaker of Chhattisgarh Assembly - Dr. Raman Singh
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68. Prabir Majumdar passed away recently at the age of 77. He was related to which sport?

R AHeR &1 814 &1 § 77 a4 &t g ¥ e 81 a1 98 forg da 3 "afta A2

(a) Hockey / HEDl

(b) Tennis / o

(c) Badminton /é@ﬁiﬁ

(d) Football / Eb_c’a\fﬂ

(e) Cricket / fhde

Ans. d

Sol. Former India defender Prabir Majumdar passes away

Former Indian defender Prabir Majumdar passed away at the age of 77.

A stylish wing-back of the 1960s and 1970s, Majumdar was a member of the Indian team in the 1974 Asian Games.

He also featured for the national side during the 1974 Asian Games held in Tehran, where the team failed to create an impact and
finished at the bottom of the group table.

In the domestic circuit, Majumdar was a part of East Bengal and Eastern Railways, besides also representing Bengal in the Santosh
Trophy.

Majumdar won several titles with East Bengal, which included the Calcutta Football League, IFA Shield, Durand Cup, Rovers Cup,
DCM Trophy, Bordoloi Trophy, and many more.
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69. Which of the following has inked a MoU with ISRO’s National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC) to develop and report a ‘Green Cover
Index’ for the extensive network of the Indian National Highways?
frafafea & 9 faa wRda I IemnT & e Aead & e 99 vaR oo faelia #37 ok Ruid o3 & e 331 & i
fewte AR Fex (TraRTRtl) & WY U THST A0 R gEIER Y 82
(a) Border Roads Organisation /WWW
(b) Ministry of Road Transport and Highways / TS®H gRagd 3R IoTaRt e
(c) National Highways Authority of India / HRTT PRI IASTHRT YTereR0T
(d) National Highways & Infrastructure Development Corporation Limited /TI'@'C[ SN 3R Tg’ﬁﬂ'l?ﬂ < fasmr e forfiies
(e) Larsen & Toubro /Fﬂﬁ:ﬂl_s’gﬁﬁ
Ans. c
Sol. NHAI collaborates with NRSC to develop 'Green Cover Index'
The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has inked a MoU with ISRO’s National Remote Sensing Centre (NRSC) to develop and report a
‘Green Cover Index’ for the extensive network of the Indian National Highways.
NHAI's collaboration with the Indian Space Research Organization’s (ISRO) satellite centre data will take three years to map the entire highway
network, promoting environmental awareness and sustainable development.
The tech-enabled Green Cover Index The NRSC will undertake a comprehensive pan-India estimation of green cover, referred to as the ‘Green
Cover Index’ for National Highways using high-resolution satellite imagery.
The index will witness the use of emerging technologies to enhance in-situ data collection, supplement plantation management, and
monitoring, including performance audits conducted by NHAI.
Besides, the innovative approach promises to be a robust and reliable mechanism, providing a time-saving and cost-effective solution to
generate a macro-level estimate along national highways.
Recent MoU

e TGL and Flipkart sign MoU for supply chain decarbonization

e Bharat Electronics Secures %445 Cr Deal For UP Dial 112 Project

e Ministry of Rural Development signed with JioMart to Self-Help Groups’ Products

Tata Power ties up with Indian Qil to set up over 500 EV charging stations
RITES signed pact with CFM Mozambique for 10 diesel locomotive supply
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70. Which company has signed an MoU with Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL) to extend financial support of up to Rs
35,000 crore for infrastructure projects over the next five years?

o St = SrTa Ui qul | gi-ard! giEm ufRaieHe & fre 35,000 FRiS U a@ 3t faxiia Teradr ¢ & e va e

o fefies (IIRdiTATe) & 91Y T GHSdT JT99 WX gH1eR fhu &2
(a) ReNew Power / =g UTaR

(b) Adani Enterprises / &@:ﬁmﬁ

(c) REC Limited / 3RSl farffies

(d) NTPC Limited / TSI feifiics

(e) Torrent Power / TRe IR

Ans. c

Sol. REC limited signs with RVN to finance multi-modal.

REC Limited, a Maharatna Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE) under the Ministry of Power, has signed a MoU with Rail Vikas
Nigam Limited (RVNL) to extend financial support of up to Rs. 35,000 crore for infrastructure projects over the next five years.

The agreement encompasses a wide spectrum of projects, including multi-modal logistics hubs, rail infrastructure, road
development, port facilities, and metro projects that RVNL is venturing into.

REC Limited, established in 1969, is a "Maharatna" Central Public Sector Enterprise (CPSE) that operates under the Ministry of Power.
REC has traditionally focused on the power infrastructure sector, covering generation, transmission, distribution, renewable energy,
and emerging technologies like electric vehicles, battery storage, and green hydrogen.

Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL), classified as a "Schedule 'A" Navratna" CPSE under the Ministry of Railways, plays a crucial role in
fulfilling around 30 percent of Indian Railways' infrastructure needs.

Beyond railway projects, RVNL has ventured into road development, port facilities, irrigation, and metro projects, often
interconnected with railway infrastructure.
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71. Which state government has distributed loans totaling Rs 6,55,684 crore in the last six and a half years to boost the Micro, Small,
and Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector in state?

e 30 WK A 79 A geA, Iy 3R 7ead ITH (MSME) &3 $i 9¢1dT &1 & fore fisa areé o8 aul # §d 6,55,684 HIIS FUL & BT
faafa fee 82

(a) Uttar Pradesh / IR U

(b) Gujarat / T[eIRTd

(c) Rajasthan / XTSTRITT

(d) Maharashtra / HERTY

(e) Madhya Pradesh /q?ﬂm

Ans. a

Sol. UP distributed loans over Rs 6 lakh crore to boost MSME sector

The Yogi government has distributed loans totaling Rs 6,55,684 crore in the last six and a half years to boost the Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises (MSME) sector in Uttar Pradesh.

The sector has provided employment to 2.5 crore youths during the period. The government has been providing loans to aspiring entrepreneurs

every year, with the amount exceeding the target each time.
The MSME sector, which was dying of neglect during the previous governments, got a fresh lease of life when Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
took over in 2017 and launched various initiatives such as the One District, One Product (ODOP) scheme, Mukhyamantri Gramodyog Rojgar
Yojana, Mukhyamantri Yuva Swarojgar Yojana and Vishwakarma Shram Samman Yojana among others.
The objective of the Yogi government behind these schemes is to make the state's youth, women, and small businesses self-reliant, which has so
far benefited scores of artisans, craftsmen, and small entrepreneurs in the state
In the financial year 2017-18, the Yogi government set a target of providing a loan of Rs 31,330 crores to the MSME sector but distributed Rs
46,594 crores, which was 149 percent of the target. Similarly, in the financial year 2018-19, against the target of Rs 41,402 crores, the
government disbursed loans of Rs 57,809 crores, up 140 percent.
About Uttar Pradesh

e Capital - Lucknow

e Chief Minister — Yogi Adityanath

e Governor - Anandiben Patel
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72. Which of the following cities will host the International Kite Festival 2024?
frufafaa & & 217 a1 Wer IRTgia U a8iag 2024 Y AeaT HIm?

(a) Varanasi / IRTOTS!

(b) Leh / 8

(c) Bhubaneswar / ’;l,a%f%R

(d) Ahmedabad / 3fgHaldlq

(a) Ayodhya / 3raredt

Ans. e

Sol. Ayodhya to host International Kite Festival ahead of Ram Temple consecration

Online test Series

Ahead of the Ram Temple consecration ceremony scheduled for January 22, the Uttar Pradesh government will host an International

Kite Festival here.

The Ayodhya Development Authority (ADA) has initiated preparations for the festival, which is likely to take place between January
19 and 21, providing renowned kite flyers from both within the country and around the world with an opportunity to showcase their

art.

To organize this festival on a grand scale, inspiration is being taken from various kite festivals being held in the country and abroad.

A visitors' area would be designed with seating arrangements for 750 people along with a VVIP lounge to accommodate 50 special

invitees to the event.
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73. India’s External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar will represent India at the 19th Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Summit in which
country?

YRA & faexr 4= 1. T Fa=ias 5 31 | 199 TeRue sigiaq (NAM) RIaR I § URd &1 ufafAfia o3
(a) Sri Lanka / SidasT
(b) Ghana / 9Tl

(c) Uganda /?I’TTST
(d) Zimbabwe / foTaTsd

(e) Oman/ 3NHH
Ans. c
Sol. EAM Jaishankar to represent India at Uganda NAM Summit in January 2024
India's External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar will represent India at the upcoming Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) Summit in Uganda's capital
Kampala January 2024.
Scheduled from January 17 to 20, 2024, the 19th edition of the NAM summit will be preceded by a crucial foreign ministerial meeting from
January 15.Additionally, the African country will host the Third South Summits and G77 meeting from January 21 to 23.
At the 2019 NAM summit in Azerbaijan, and the 2016 NAM Venezuela summits, India was represented at the Vice President level.
Uganda will be the chair of the NAM grouping from 2024-2027. The African country was chosen to host the 19th Non-Aligned Movement
Summit on October 19, 2019, during the meeting held in Baku, Azerbaijan.
The membership of NAM today comprises 53 countries from Africa, 40 from Asia, 26 from Latin America and the Caribbean, and one from
Europe (Belarus).
There are 18 countries and 10 international organizations that are Observers at NAM..The grouping is 2nd only to the UN in terms of
membership of countries, making it one of the largest groupings on the planet.
About Uganda

e Capital - Kampala

e Currency - Ugandan shilling

e Official languages- Swahili, English

Prime minister- Robinah Nabbanja
President - Yoweri Museveni
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74. State-owned REC Ltd has signed an MoU with which bank to jointly offer loans for power, infrastructure, and logistics
projects in India over the next three years?
3T % I ATt RS Riftres 3 onTal i AT § uRa § froreh, gRETd o ok e uRaTTeR & Rie S U @
FUI ¢4 F forT fhd 9% & ATY TP AT JTU TR g1eR fPU 82
(a) Bank of Baroda / GG Gﬁtﬁa@'ﬁ"c{'[
(b) Indian Overseas Bank / 3'%'&7-[ SN S
(c) Union Bank of India / W% 3 sfear
(d) Karnataka Bank / PHlch db
(e) Karur Vyasya Bank / =X ATH 4%
Ans. a
Sol. REC Limited and Bank of Baroda join hands to finance Power, Infra, and-Logistics Projects
State-owned REC Ltd has inked an initial pact with Bank of Baroda to jointly offer loans for power, infrastructure and logistics
projects in India over the next three years.
Both entities endeavour to champion initiatives that will invigorate economic development and enhance accessibility to essential
services nationwide.
The MoU was signed in the presence of Vivek Kumar Dewangan, Chairperson and Managing Director of REC, and Debadatta Chand,
Managing Director & CEO of Bank of Baroda, along with Lalit Tyagi, Executive Director at Bank of Baroda.
Recent MoUs Signed in Banking Sector

e NABARD and ADB jointly launch climate action initiative in India with Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

e SBI to sign $165 million LoC with World Bank for rooftop solar projects

e Karur Vysya Bank, HDFC Life enter into corporate agency tie-up

Aditya Birla Sun Life collaborates with IDFC First Bank for financial solutions
Kotak Mahindra Bank partners with IIT Kanpur to launch Kotak School of Sustainability
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75. State Bank of India (SBI) has raised through issuance of the Green Notes to fund sustainable projects.

YR ®e 9% @adians) A fewrs uRaiwsit @ faw it 31 & fore = Fica o8 w3
(a) USD 100 million
(b) USD 150 million
(c) USD 250 million
(d) USD 200 million
(e) USD 350 million
Ans. c
Sol. SBI raises $250 mn via Green Bonds to fund sustainable projects
State Bank of India (SBI) has raised USD 250 million through issuance of the Green Notes to fund sustainable projects.
The bank has concluded the successful placement of USD 250 million senior unsecured Green floating rate notes, referred to as 'The Green Notes'.
This issuance, maturing on December 29, 2028, is part of SBI's USD 10 billion medium-term note programme and was conducted through a private placement
facilitated by its London branch.
Green Notes were issued on a floating rate basis of 1.20 per cent above the Secured Overnight Financing Rate (SOFR) and have been listed on the India
International Exchange.
Continuing its commitment towards sustainable development, proceeds will be allocated to eligible green projects according to the Bank's ESG Financing
Framework.
About State Bank of India (SBI)
¢ Founded - 1 July 1955
o Headquarters - Mumbai, Maharashtra
e Chairman - Dinesh Kumar Khara
The presidency Banks of Bengal, Bombay and Madras with merged in 1921 to Imperial Bank of India.
Tagline - (1) Pure Banking Nothing Else
(2) With you all the way
(3) A bank of the common man
(4) The banker to every Indian
(5) The Nation banks on us
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76. Who has been appointed as the MD & CEO of the National Asset Reconstruction Company (NARCL)?
ARFE T NavgaRa $u-l (NARCL) & THST 3R Higsht & v # f6a frgaa farar man 82
(a) Rajnish Kumar / ISR $HR
(b) P Santhosh / Ul HdIy
(c) Deepak Mohanty / u® Al
(d) Tablesh Pandey / qgaY Ui
(e) Siddhartha Mohanty / ﬁl@ﬁlﬂ"{{a}[
Ans. b
Sol. P Santhosh appoints as MD & CEO of NARCL
Chief General Manager of Canara Bank, P Santhosh has been appointed as the Managing Director of National Asset Reconstruction Company
(NARCL).
He succeeds Natarajan Sundar, who resigned from the post.
Canara Bank is the sponsor bank of NARCL with over a 10 percent stake. Public sector banks are major shareholders of NARCL.
A total of 10 Public Sector Banks (PSBs) have transferred Non-Performing Assets of over Rs 11,617 crore to NARCL between January and
November last year.
Sundar was with State Bank of India before taking charge at NARCL.
During his stint at SBI, Sundar held the position of Deputy Managing Director (DMD) and was working as Chief Credit Officer for the Bank.
He carries over three decades of experience in the banking sector, spanning across Corporate and wholesale Banking, Corporate Credit,
International Banking, Project Finance, etc.
Recent Appointment in Banking & Insurance Sector

e MD & CEO of Kotak Mahindra Bank - Ashok Vaswani (replace Dipak Gupta)

¢ Chairman of 16th Finance Commission - Arvind Panagariya (15th Finance Commission — N K Singh)

e Secretary of 16th Finance Commission - Ritvik Ranjanam Pandey

¢ Chief Risk Officer of LIC - S Sunder Krishnan (replace Pratap Chandra Paikray)

Part-time Chairman of Kotak Mahindra Bank - CS Rajan (replace Prakash Apte)
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77. Who has been elected as the president of the All-India Rubber Industries Association (AIRIA)?

T YR IaR ITNT T (AIRIA) F A & &9 H fHy 471 7471 82

(a) Ganesan Kannabiran / TR HATERA

(b) Neeraj Akhoury / RS SraRt

(c) Pramod Sharma / UHIg XA

(d) Shashi Singh / <11 g

(e) Anant Maheshwari / GFHII'I%%@

Ans.d

Sol. Shashi Singh appointed as new president of AIRIA

Shashi Singh has been elected as the president of the All-India Rubber Industries Association (AIRIA), the apex body for rubber
industries in India.

Singh will be succeeding Ramesh Kejriwal as the President of AIRIA, playing a pivotal role in steering the association forward.
Prior to assuming the role of President, Shashi Singh held the position of senior vice president within AIRIA.

His extensive involvement in the association includes serving on various committees and acting as the chief convener for the
western region, overseeing the organization the National Rubber Conference in 2019.

Zafar Ahmed, Managing Director of New India Rubber Works Pvt Ltd, has been elected as the senior vice-president of AIRIA for
2023-24.

Indra Parekh has been elected as the vice president of the Association.
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78. Who has been appointed as Vice Chief of the Naval Staff (VCNS)?

T WP (ARATATY) & 30 Ugd & w4 | fhd frgaa foear man 82

(a) Anish Dayal Singh / S gaTd R

(b) Sujoy Lal Thaosen / g1 ATel YT

(c) M A Ganapathy /QTIHTFUFCFI?T

(d) Dinesh K. Tripathi / fa==1 &. Furat

(e) Subodh Kumar Jaiswal / Faltl HHR SEATd

Ans.d

Sol. Vice Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi appointed as Vice Chief of the Naval Staff

Vice-Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi took over as the Vice-Chief of the Naval Staff (VCNS).

Vice-Admiral Sanjay Jasjit Singh took over from him as the Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief (FOCINC), Western Naval Command,
at INS Shikra in Mumbai.

The Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral R. Hari Kumar, is set to step down on superannuation on April 30 when Vice-Admiral Tripathi

will be the senior-most Naval officer.

Recent Appointment in Defence Sector
e Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Naval Command (WNC) - Sanjay Jasjit Singh (replace Dinesh K Tripathi)

e DG of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) - Nina Singh (first woman Director)
e DG of the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) - Rahul Rasgotra (replace Anish Dayal Singh)
¢ DG of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) - Anish Dayal Singh

DG of the Fire Service - Vivek Srivastav
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79. Who has been appointed as the MD & CEO of National Investment and Infrastructure Fund Limited (IIFL)?

ARFd gA%cHce TS SPRCRR s Riffies (IIFL) & Tad) ik Wigen & wu  frd fgea fear man 82

(a) Anshika Singh / 3ifRrepT Rig

(b) Sadhna Saxena Nair / dTYT T AR

(c) Vasudha Gupta / 98T T

(d) Ipsita Dasgupta / SR ST

(e) Sanjiv Aggarwal / LRIEEECIS

Ans. e

Sol. Sanjiv Aggarwal appoints as MD & CEO of IIFL

Government-backed National Investment and Infrastructure Fund Limited has appointed Sanjiv Aggarwal as its chief executive
officer and managing director.

Aggarwal succeeds Rajiv Dhar, who served as interim CEO and MD from May 2023.

Aggarwal had previous stints with Citigroup and ANZ Investment Bank in the Indian energy and infrastructure sectors.

The National Infrastructure and Investment Fund (NIIF) is India’s first-ever sovereign wealth fund (SWF). The state-owned fund was
set up by the Indian Government in the year 2015.

NIIF, which is 49% owned by the government, manages over $4.9 billion of equity capital commitments across its four funds—
master fund, fund of funds, strategic opportunities fund, and India-Japan Fund.
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80. Who has been appointed as the Chief Executive Officer of the Indian Olympic Association (I0A)?
YR el 4 (3MF3NY) & BT FIGR! ARPGRI & wu H frd e favar mar @2
(@) Raghuram lyer / XYRIH 3R
(b) Sourav Kothari / IRd PSR!
(c) Mohammad Azharuddin/ HIgHE 3T
(d) Kapil Dev / ®fUd <a
(e) Sourav Ganguly / IRa Tﬂ"l?ﬁ
Ans. a
Sol. Raghuram lyer appointed as CEO of Indian Olympic Association
The Indian Olympic Association has appointed Raghuram lyer as the Chief Executive Officer.
The appointment, long-awaited and in response to reminders from the International Olympic Committee (I0C), brings a wealth of
experience to the forefront.
lyer was selected unanimously for the post by the IOA Nomination Committee after thorough interviews and careful consideration
of the shortlisted candidates.
Raghuram lyer comes with a rich experience in the sports management field, having served as the CEO of Indian Premier League
(IPL) sides Rajasthan Royals, Lucknow Super Giants and Rising Pune Supergiant.
lyer has also worked with Indian Super League (ISL) club ATK Mohun Bagan in football and Ultimate Table Tennis (UTT) franchise
RPSG Mavericks.
Recent Appointment

e MD & CEO of National Investment and Infrastructure Fund Limited (NIFFL) - Sanjiv Aggarwal (replace Rajiv Dhar

e President of All India Rubber Industries Association (AIRIA) - Shashi Singh (Ramesh Kejriwal)

e Senior VP of AIRIA - Zafar Ahmed

¢ Vice president of AIRIA -Indra Parekh

India's Permanent Representative to UN - Arindam Bagchi
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81. The United States of America (USA) declares as National Bird Day to raise awareness of the significance of
birds to our ecosystem.

T T SARST () A gUR RIS dA A i s Tga IR AT EsaiseH s # g ueh
feaw aifta fear g

(@) 6 January / 6 SR

(b) 7 January / 7 SFaR1

(c) 8 January / 8 STHas!

(d) 4 January / 4 SFaRY

(e) 5 January /5 STHaRT

Ans. e

Sol. 5 January - National Birds Day

The United States of America (USA) declares January 5 as National Bird Day to raise awareness of the significance of birds to our
ecosystem.

The day is set apart to make all of us understand that birds are not made to be caught or had as showpieces in our homes, rather,
they are nature’s lovely creatures that deserve to live with complete freedom.

Theme 2023 - Right To Fight

The day was first observed by the Avian Welfare Coalition, which is involved in the cause of promoting awareness about birds that
are caught or end up in captivity for either monetary profit or for human entertainment.

National Birds Day has been celebrated in America since 2002. This date was picked in light of the fact that it likewise is the day for
the yearly Christmas Bird Count.
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82. World Day of War Orphans is observed every year on which day?

fay g o1y feaw & ad fovw f&=1 WA wiman &2

(@) 6 January / 6 STHaRt

(b) 7 January / 7 STHax!

(c) 8 January / 8 STa™

(d) 4 January / 4 ARt

(e) 5 January / 5 ARt

Ans. a

Sol. 6 January - World Day of War Orphans

World Day of War Orphans is observed every year on January 6 to highlight the plight of children orphaned by
wars and conflicts.

The day aims to raise awareness about the trauma experienced by orphans and the social, psychological and
physical obstacles they often need to overcome to lead a normal life.

The World Day of War Orphans was founded by the French organisation SOS Enfants en Detresses. The
organisation works to help children in distress.

Organizations like UNICEF, the Red Cross, and various NGOs have been-actively involved in supporting war
orphans by providing assistance, advocating for their rights, and working to ensure their well-being and
integration into societies.
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83. Union Home Minister Amit Shah has inaugurated the 58th DGsP/IGsP Conference 2023 in which city?
S%g T WAt Sifid e A 5 WeR A 589 DGsP/IGsP TH@H 2023 HT IguTe fhaT 82

(a) Bengaluru /W

(b) Jaipur / SIgYR

(c) Hyderabad / %ETWI??

(d) Ahmedabad / 3fgHcaldlq

(e) Mumbai /H—@I_sc

Ans. b

Sol. Amit Shah inaugurates 58th DGsP/IGsP conference 2023 in Jaipur

Union Home Minister Amit Shah has inaugurated the 58th DGsP/IGsP. Conference 2023 at Rajasthan International
Centre, Jaipur.

The three-day Conference was held in hybrid mode with DGsP/IGsP and Chiefs of Central Police Organisations
attending physically from Jaipur and over 500 Police officers of various ranks participating through video
conferencing from across the country.

The Union Home Minister distributed Police Medals for Meritorious Service to IB officers and awarded trophies
for the three best Police Stations.
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84. The Union Cabinet has approved the signing of MoU between India and the United States Agency for International
Development (USAID/India) to support Indian Railways in achieving ‘net zero carbon emission’ by which year?

Feg afisd A 5w adf 9% 'Y T F1E IO U B T URAHT ¥ed &1 9039 F31 F e yRa iR gArses Wed
TRl B SeRATFT Saaude (QUATSTESl/Efean & da qwsiar §109 IR X1eR 39 &) Hepdt & & 22

(a) 2025

(b) 2028

(c) 2030

(d) 2040

(e) 2047

Ans. c

Sol. Cabinet Approves India-USAID MoU For Railways’ Net-Zero Emission Goal

The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the signing of MoU between India and the United
States Agency for International Development (USAID/India) to support Indian Railways in achieving ‘net zero carbon emission’ by
2030.

The MoU provides a platform for Indian Railways to interact and share the latest developments and knowledge in the railway sector.
The MoU facilitates utility modernization, advanced energy solutions and systems, regional energy and market integration and
private sector participation and engagement, training and seminars/workshops focusing on specific technology areas like
Renewable Energy, energy efficiency and other interactions for knowledge sharing.

Earlier, USAID/India had also worked with IR focused on deployment of rooftop solar across railway platforms.
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85. Ayodhya Airport has been renamed “ " reflecting the historical and cultural significance of the
region.

&3 & UfgTRI® 3R Aipia® e B aTd §U SATHT §AT§ 31 BT ATH gD " P fear w3
(a) Kalidasa International Airport, Ayodhyadham / GRS @Iﬁﬁ@qgﬁﬁ gl ST

(b) Vishvamitra International Airport, Ayodhyadham / ICEIEE] W@T{BHIE: 31ET, STy

(c) Dasharatha International Airport, Ayodhyadham / GRIRY &mﬁ@u Ba'lé 3gl, ST

(d) Maharishi Valmiki International Airport, Ayodhyadham /Hﬁﬁaﬁﬁ &Iﬂﬁ@'q_em'sﬁ gl ST

(e) Dasharatha International Airport, Ayodhyadham / GRRY &I?ngﬁ g8 3gT, ST

Ans.d

Sol. Ayodhya Airport Renamed As ‘Maharishi Valmiki International Airport'

The Union Cabinet recently gave its approval to declare Ayodhya Airport as an international airport.

The airport will be named “Maharishi Valmiki International Airport, Ayodhyadham,” reflecting the historical and cultural significance

of the region.
The airport is paramount for realizing Ayodhya's economic potential and its significance as a global pilgrimage site, opening doors
to foreign pilgrims and tourists.
The first phase of the airport is developed at a cost of more than Rs 1,450 crore. The airport's terminal building will have an area of
6500 sgm, equipped to serve about 10 lakh passengers annually.
The facade of the terminal building depicts the temple architecture of the upcoming Ram Temple of Ayodhya.
About Uttar Pradesh
e Capital - Lucknow
o Chief Minister — Yogi Adityanath
e Governor - Anandiben Patel

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com m



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

x

Download Current Affairs APP \/@amblblous babalie Online test Series
o

86. Union Ports, Shipping, and Waterways Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has chaired the first Inland Waterways Development Council
Meeting in which city?

HET G, TR 3R STaant @At AalHe WiHtara A {5 wer § ugedt siadxita saunt fAery ufvug &t 9o $t sregerdr ot g2
(a) Bengaluru / aTI?;R?

(b) Kolkata / STcTepTell

(c) Chennai /%Iﬂ'sc

(d) Greater Noida /‘BIETT-FFQET

(e) Thiruvananthapuram /ﬁRﬁFi?l'QTH

Ans. b

Sol. Sarbananda Sonowal chair first Inland Waterways Development Council- Meeting in Kolkata

Union Ports, Shipping and Waterways Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has chaired the first Inland Waterways Development Council Meeting in
Kolkata.
During the meeting, Mr Sonowal unveiled groundbreaking initiatives, including Harit Nauka - Guidelines for Green Transition of Inland Vessels
and the River Cruise Tourism Roadmap 2047.
The Ministry has set a target to elevate the modal share of Inland Water Transportation from the current two percent to five percent, aligning
with the goals outlined in the Maritime India Vision 2030.
The establishment of the Inland Waterways Development Council in October last year underscores the government's commitment to the
comprehensive development of inland waterways and the associated Inland Water Transport ecosystem for improved cargo efficiency,
passengers.
Sarbananda Sonowal in News
e Sarbananda Sonowal launches Port Health Organization under Sagar Setu
e Sarbananda Sonowal launches 3rd edition of Global India Maritime Summit
e Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurates DGNSS "SAGAR SAMPARK
Sarbananda Sonowal launches 'SAGAR SAMRIDDHI'
Sarbananda Sonowal flags off India's 1st International Cruise Vessel from Chennai to Sri Lanka
Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurated "PCIM&H e-Office Portal” and an online portal.
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87. Who has chaired the 'National PACS Mega Conclave’ on ‘Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS) as Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi
Kendra at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi?

faam wa=, 73 feceht & wum wh wRdia o7 ofitufl $g & wu | wrufie iy o afafaal (diedfis) wR gia tow & siaad It e fa
a1 82
(a) Anurag Thakur / 3TRTT STHR
(b) Piyush Goyal / 4 T
(c) Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya / 3. T gQ Herfaar
(d) Suresh Prabhu / =1 Y
(€) Amit Shah / 31f¥d =18
Ans. e
Sol. Amit Shah chairs 'National PACS Mega Conclave’ in New Delhi
Union Home Minister and Minister of Cooperation, Amit Shah has chaired the 'National PACS Mega Conclave’ on ‘Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS)
as Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendra' at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.
The Mega Conclave is being organized by the Ministry of Cooperation in collaboration with the National Cooperative Development Corporation (NCDC).
Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Jan Aushadhi Kendras (PMBJKs) provide quality generic medicines to the general public, which cost 50-90 percent less than the
branded medicines available in the open market.
More than 2000 types of generic medicines and around 300 surgical items are made available through these Kendras to common citizens at affordable prices.
This initiative will provide new opportunities to PACS for diversification and expansion of their economic activities, thus leading to an increase in the incomes
of millions of small and marginal farmers associated with them. It will also help in creating new employment opportunities in rural areas.
Amit Shah in News
¢ Amit Shah launched logo, website and brochure of National Cooperative for Exports Limited (NCEL)
e Amit Shah inaugurated India’s first nano DAP plant in Gandhinagar, Gujarat
e Amit Shah chairs review meeting on Left Wing Extremism in New Delhi]
Amit Shah chaired Northern Zonal Council at Amritsar
Amit Shah chaired Northern Zonal Council at Amritsar
Amit Shah launches "Amrit Kalash Yatra" under 'Meri Maati-Mera Desh' campaign in New Delhi.
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88. Who has etched her name in the annals of music history by setting a new world record for
singing in the most languages during a single concert in the UAE?

TYad 3R HRTd § U g1 Tiitd STAwH & SR I e yrwrsii & = &1 a1 fay Reis
RITUd B3P fpyq dfia sfagr & sfagra & sra=T A1H oSl # T 82

(a) Suchetha Satish /ﬁa?ﬂﬂ?‘ﬂ?ﬂ

(b) Sonu Nigam /@11‘31111?

(c) Mohit Chauhan / Fifgd 98

(d) Sunidhi Chauhan /ﬁﬁﬁ[ 1_=i|€I:I
(e) Javed Ali / TG el

Ans. a

Sol. Suchetha Satish sets new world record for singing in most languages during single concert in Dubai
In a historic and awe-inspiring event, Suchetha Satish (from Kerala) has etched her name in the annals of
music history by setting a new world record for singing in the most languages during a single concert in
the UAE.

The Guinness Book of World Records officially attested to this feat earlier this week.

Suchetha's groundbreaking performance was part of a Concert for Climate, a unique initiative aimed at
raising awareness about the critical issue of climate change.

The talented artist delivered an astounding rendition of songs in an unprecedented 140 languages,
captivating the audience with her musical prowess and a powerful message.
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89. Who has been appointed as Executive Director of Asian Development Bank (ADB)?
TR faer 9% (el F Frfer Fewe & wu # 5 e far mar g2
(a) Vikas Sheel /ﬁWQﬂﬁ
(b) Smita Sarangi /@IﬁTHIT"ﬂ
(c) Kalyan Revella /WTUT@FIT
(d) Tanu Singh / 7 Rig
(e) Senthil Pandian C / 3fd uifga= <t
Ans. a
Sol. Vikas Sheel appointed as ED of Asian Development Bank
India has appointed seven accomplished civil servants to crucial positions abroad, showcasing the country’s global engagement.
Senior bureaucrat Vikas Sheel has been appointed as Executive Director of Asian Development Bank (ADB).
Sheel, a 1994-batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer of Chhattisgarh cadre, is currently Additional Secretary and Mission Director, Jal Jeevan Mission under the Ministry of Jal Shakti.
He has been appointed as ED, Asian Development Bank (ADB) for a period of three years from the date of assumption of the charge.
While, Smita Sarangi has been appointed to the post of Adviser to the Executive Director, ADB, Manila, Philippines for a period of three years from the date of assumption of charge.
Senior bureaucrat Kalyan Revella will be Counsellor (Economic) in the Embassy of India, Beijing for 3 years.
Senthil Pandian C, a 2002-batch IAS officer of Uttar Pradesh cadre, has been appointed to the post of Ambassador/Permanent Representative (PR), Permanent Mission of India (PMI) to the World
Trade Organization (WTO), Geneva.
M Balaji has been appointed to the post of Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India, Brussels. He is a 2005-batch IAS officer of Tamil Nadu cadre.
Parveen Kumar, a 2004 batch Indian Revenue Service (Income Tax) officer will be Adviser to the Executive Director, International Monetary Fund (IMF), Washington DC, USA.
He was appointed, in place of Simanchala Dash, for a period of three years.
Tanu Singh, an Indian Trade Service (2012 batch) officer, has been named as First Secretary, Permanent Mission of India (PMI), World Trade Organization (WTO), Geneva for a period of three years.
Recent Appointment in Foreign
e India's Permanent Representative to UN - Arindam Bagchi
e  President of European Investment Bank - Nadia Calvifio (replace Werner Hoyer)
e  Defense Minister of China - Dong Jun (replace Li Shangfu)
e  Deputy Executive Director (Management) of UNFPA - Andrew Paul Saberton, UK (replace Ib Petersen, Denmark)
About Asian Development Bank (ADB)
¢  Founded - 19 December 1966
e  Headquarters - Mandaluyong, Metro Manila, Philippines
e  President - Masatsugu Asakawa
Vice President - Ashok Lavasa
Director of ADB for India - Takeo Konishi
Executive Director - Vikas Sheel
Adviser to the Executive Director - Smita Sarangi
Member Countries - 68 (Niue)
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90. Who has been named as a 'Class C' director on the Board of Directors of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York?
ih & hevd Noid 9% & e vea § 7o At ez & wu o fed =i favar mar @2

(a) Rajiv Shah / TSild QM8

(b) Neeraj Akhouri / TRl @Rt

(c) Pramod Sharma /mﬂ?;mnf

(d) Parminder Chopra / WA EﬁTET

(e) Vivek Srivastava / fad® Jiaraa

Ans. a
Sol. Rajiv Shah named as 'Class C' director on Board of Directors of Federal Reserve Bank of New York
In the US, Dr. Rajiv Shah, current president of 'the Rockefeller Foundation' and former head of USAID, has been named as a 'Class C'
director on the Board of Directors of the Federal Reserve Bank of New York.
He has been appointed by the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System for a three-year term ending the 31st of
December, 2026.
Shah has been leading the prominent philanthropic organization 'the Rockefeller Foundation' since 2017.
Recent Appointment
e CEO of Indian Olympic Association - Raghuram lyer
e MD & CEO of National Investment and Infrastructure Fund Limited (NIFFL) - Sanjiv Aggarwal (replace Rajiv Dhar)
e President of All India Rubber Industries Association (AIRIA) - Shashi Singh (Ramesh Kejriwal)
e Senior VP of AIRIA - Zafar Ahmed
Vice president of AIRIA -Indra Parekh
Spokesperson of Ministry of External Affairs - Randhir Jaiswal (replace Arindam Bagchi)
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91. Who has been appointed as the Secretary-General of the Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and
Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC)?
9g-81g a@-ito! iR Sfes a1 & g ara ot Wit ugd (rae®) & Herafud & & § fod fgaa feam wan 32
(a) Smita Sarangi /@IHTFI'R'T?[
(b) Arindam Bagchi /3{aH aFTt
(c) Indra Mani Pandey / Eﬂﬁftﬂ@
(d) Tanu Singh /Flﬂﬁi_s'
(e) Senthil Pandian C / AfAd gifgg= It
Ans. c
Sol. Indra Mani Pandey assumes charge of BIMSTEC Secretary General
Ambassador Indra Mani Pandey, a senior diplomat of India, assumed the position of Secretary General (SG) of the Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) in Dhaka.
Pandey, who succeeded Tenzin Lekphell of Bhutan, is the 4th SG of BIMSTEC and will remain in office for a period of three years.
The new SG reiterated his commitment to work earnestly and with a new vigour to translate into reality the grand vision of BIMSTEC
member states.
A career diplomat, Ambassador Pandey joined the Indian Foreign Service in 1990.
Prior to taking over as SG, he served as the Permanent Representative of India to the United Nations and Other International
Organizations in Geneva.
About Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC)

¢ Founded - 6 June 1997

e Headquarters - Dhaka, Bangladesh

e Membership - 7 (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka &Thailand)

Secretary General - Indra Mani Pandey (India)
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92. Who has been appointed as CEO of Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone?

3Tt N 3R ARy anffer & & st & wu & ford frgaa fobar man @2

(a) Anshika Singh / 3ifRrepT Rig

(b) Sadhna Saxena Nair / dTYT T AR

(c) Vasudha Gupta / agT Tl

(d) Ipsita Dasgupta / SR ST

(e) Ashwani Gupta / GAT%:WIEIT

Ans. e

Sol. Ashwani Gupta appointed as CEO of Adani Ports

Ashwani Gupta has been appointed as CEO of Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone.

He was the former global Chief Operating Officer at Nissan Motors.

This appointment is part of Adani Port's internal restructuring that also elevated Karan Adani to the role of Managing Director and

Gautam Adani has been re-designated as 'Executive Chairman’ of APSEZ.

Gupta, an automotive market veteran was appointed Nissan COO in December 2019 and has a notable track record in fostering key
partnerships worldwide, and brings nearly three decades of experience across the automotive, retail and manufacturing sectors. He
has played key role in the Renault Nissan Alliance as well.
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93. According to the National Statistical Office (NSO)'s recent data, the Indian economy will grow by how much percent in
the Financial Year 2023-24?

TP wiferet srafay (Nso) & gTferT siiws! & SUR, fawiig auf 2023-24 # YR srdegawr feran ufomra &t g 9 Tet
(@) 7.1%

(b) 7.2%

(c) 7.3%

(d) 7.4%

(e) 7.5%

Ans. c

Sol. Indian economy to grow at 7.3 percent in current financial year; NSO

According to the National Statistical Office (NSO) under the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, the Indian
economy will grow by a robust 7.3 percent in the Financial Year 2023-24 over and above the provisional growth rate of 7.2 percent
during the last financial year.

NSO in its report based on First Advance Estimates (FAE) of National Income for the financial year 2023-24, said that the
construction sector has been estimated to have double-digit growth of 10.7 percent.

It highlighted that all the economic sectors have fared well by witnessing more than six percent, except for the Agriculture and
Allied sectors, for which the estimated growth is 1.8 percent.

The Advance Estimates of National Income are indicator-based and are compiled using the benchmark-indicator method.

This report has been prepared based on data inputs collected from various Ministries, Departments, and Private Agencies.
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94. Which company and Stanford University have introduced Mobile ALOHA, a low-cost open-source hardware system for bimanual teleoperation?
P FUT 3k RIS gfAaRid A f§-A=gara Sefteiimze & e &0 arra arar siv=-T gredur Rikew Aiarsa ALOHA U1 forar 82
(a) Microsoft / IIT'&'@W
(b) Apple / YWd
(€) Infosys / SHIR
(d) Google DeepMind / AT SITHES
(e) IBM / 3MTSITH
Ans. d
Sol. Google DeepMind Introduces Mobile ALOHA Humanoid Technology
Researchers at Google DeepMind and Stanford University has introduced Mobile ALOHA, a low-cost open-source hardware system for bimanual
teleoperation.
It is a humanoid robot that can be remote operated by a user and perform autonomously by imitation learning.
ALOHA can autonomously cook and serve shrimps, call and take the elevator, and store a 3lbs pot in a cabinet — tasks it learned through imitation of 50
demos.
Further, through user-controlled teleoperations, it can do laundry, self-charge, use a vacuum cleaner, water plants, load and unload a dishwasher, use a coffee
machine and much more.
ALOHA is a lightweight robot walking at a human speed of 1.42 metre a second and can carry up to 100-kilogramme weight.
Both the hardware and machine-learning algorithm of ALOHA are open-sourced.
The whole system costs less than $20,000 with off-the-shelf robots and 3D-printed components, according to Trossen Robotics website where buyers can
place an order for ALOHA.
Other humanoid robots
Optimus by Tesla

e  Optimus, the robotics arm of Elon Musk’s auto behemoth Tesla, released its first version of humanoid robot Bumblebee in September 2022, followed

by Optimus Gen-1 and Optimus Gen-2 last year.

Sophia by Hanson Robotics

e Sophia by far is the oldest and most loved humanoid robot which shot to fame in 2017 when Saudi Arabia granted her citizenship, making her the

world’s first robot to become a legal person in any country.
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95. Earth’s Rotation Day is celebrated every year on which day?
gt o1 guiv e ud® ad fpw & aeiman <iman @2
(@) 6 January / 6 SR
(b) 7 January / 7 SHaR1
(c) 8 January / 8 STHaR!
(d) 9 January / 9 SFaRI
(e) 10 January / 10 STHas!
Ans. c
Sol. 8 January - Earth's Rotation Day
Earth’s Rotation Day is celebrated every year on January 8.
It's a day dedicated to recognizing the pivotal discovery of Earth's rotation on its axis.
In 470 BC, the Greeks claimed that the earth rotated on its own back. In 1851, French Physicist Leon Foucault showed the world's
rotation with the assistance of a pendulum.
This was additionally used to exhibit the experimentation and was subsequently shown at the Pantheon in Greece and the Paris
Observatory.
Earth's Rotation Day is celebrated to mark the experiment by Leon Foucault to demonstrate the rotation of earth, and this is given
importance over other different experiments that were conducted to prove the earth's rotation around its axis.
Significant Facts
» The Earth's diameter is 12,714 kilometres (7,900 miles) from the North toward the South Poles and 12,756 kilometres (12,756
miles) via the equator (7,926 miles).
« There has been a cyclical connection between the continents of Earth for millions of years.
« 70% of Earth's surface is covered by water. Just 3% of that is freshwater, with 97% being saltwater.
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96. South African Native National Congress (SANNC) Day is observed every year on which
day?

gféror srptet gafrardt P HIT (SANNC) feaw gv e fore & w=ma sirar 82

(@) 6 January / 6 SIFTaR]

(b) 7 January / 7 SHa™t

(c) 8 January / 8 CECR|

(d) 9 January / 9 SR

(e) 10 January / 10 SEEGE]

Ans. c

Sol. 8 January - South African Native National Congress (SANNC) Day

African National Congress (ANC) was formed on 8 January 1912. Its primary goal was to unite
African people and defend their rights and freedoms.

South Africa's governing party is the African National Congress-and has been in power since the
transition to democracy in April 1994.

Initially, the organization was founded as the South African Native National Congress (SANNC) on
8 January 1912 in Bloemfontein.

It aimed to fight for the rights of black South Africans, to bring all Africans together as one people,
and to defend their rights and freedomes.
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97. India and which country have signed a MoU for cooperation in the hydrocarbon sector?

YR 3R 5 30 A grsSiore &7 A Uea ¥ R ve wusiar 3u" W gwer e §2
(@) Sri Lanka/%ﬂﬁw
(b) Ghana / YTl

(c) Guyana / [dT4T
(d) Zimbabwe / fSTTsd
(e) Oman / 3NAM

Ans. c
Sol. Union Cabinet Approved India-Guyana MoU For Hydrocarbon Sector

The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has approved the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
between the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, India and the Ministry of Natural Resources, Guyana, on cooperation in the
hydrocarbon sector.
The proposed MoU encompasses a comprehensive range of collaboration across the hydrocarbon value chain, underscoring the
depth of engagement between the two nations.
The MoU with Guyana will strengthen bilateral trade, foster investment in each other countries and help diversify the source of
crude oil, thus augmenting the energy and supply security of the country.
Recently India signed MoUs with others countries
¢ India and Malaysia sign an MoU for Cooperation in Broadcasting
e India and Italy signed Mobility and Migration Partnership Agreement
e India, Russia ink pacts on construction of future power generating units of Kudankulam nuclear plant, Tamil Nadu
India provides $250 million Line of Credit to Kenya for agricultural modernization
India and US sign MoU to connect dynamic startup ecosystems
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98. How many Rajya Sabha Members are set to retire in 2024?

2024 ¥ fa= ISTTUT TG AQTG g1 a1d 72

(a) 4

(b) 57

(c) 68

(d) 78

(e) 15

Ans. c

Sol. 68 Rajya Sabha Members Set to Retire in 2024

68 Rajya Sabha members, including nine Union ministers, are completing their tenures this year, triggering a race of sorts among
leaders across political parties to eye a six-year term in the Upper House of Parliament.

Of the 68 vacancies, elections have already been called for three seats in Delhi where AAP leaders Sanjay Singh, Narain Dass Gupta,
and Sushil Kumar Gupta will complete their tenures on January 27.

As many as 57 leaders, including Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw, Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, Environment Minister
Bhupendra Yadav, Health Minister Mansukh Madaviya, and former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, will complete their tenures in
April.

Uttar Pradesh will have the highest number of vacancies of 10 seats, followed by Maharashtra and Bihar (six each), Madhya Pradesh
and West Bengal (five each), Karnataka and Gujarat (four each), Odisha, Telangana, Kerala and Andhra Pradesh (three each),
Jharkhand and Rajasthan (two each), and Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Haryana and Chhattisgarh (one each).

Four nominated members are retiring in July.
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99. Which of the following state government will set up a pharma park in the state?

frafafEa & & o9 9t 79 RER 79 & Bt g R H3i?
(a) Uttar Pradesh / IR U
(b) Gujarat / I[eIRId
(c) Rajasthan / XTSIRITH
(d) Maharashtra / HeIRTY
(e) Madhya Pradesh / T U
Ans. a
Sol. Uttar Pradesh to set up pharma park
The Uttar Pradesh government will set up a pharma park in Lalitpur, Bundelkhand, covering 1,472-acre across five villages, according
to the Uttar Pradesh State Industrial Development Authority (UPSIDA).
The plan will unfold in two phases, with an initial focus on immediate development efforts covering 300 acre of land.
The villages identified for the survey include Saidpur (426 acre), Gadolikala (249 acre), Largan (239 acre), Karounda (116 acre), and
Rampur (441 acre).
The establishment of the Pharma Park and the acceleration of associated projects mark a strategic move by the Uttar Pradesh
government towards fostering industrial growth and economic development.
UPSIDA is also taking steps to expedite development projects at site-1 and site-2 in Orai, along with the Plastic City project in
Dibiyapur.
The plastic park, spread across 274.4 acre, encompasses industrial units, residential areas, and basic infrastructure.
About Uttar Pradesh
e Capital - Lucknow
o Chief Minister — Yogi Adityanath
e Governor - Anandiben Patel
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100. In which of the following states has Gangasagar Fair started?
Frafafea & @ f5g vsa & TFRmR A6 3RE gan 82
(@) Tripura / ﬁg?l

(b) West Bengal / Gf3H §TTd
(c) Assam / 3{HH

(d) Bihar / fS8R
(e) Meghalaya / TETerg
Ans. b
Sol. Gangasagar Mela begins in West Bengal
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has inaugurated the Gangasagar Mela.
The Mela will continue till 17th of January. The 'Shahi Snan" will be held on 15th and 16th January.
Chief Minister has also inaugurated nine projects at Sagar.
The state government has sent a letter to UNESCO to declare Gangasagar Mela a heritage site. This year pilgrimage tax has been
waived off for the pilgrims, instead 5 lakhs rupees insurance will be given to all.
About West Bengal
e Capital - Kolkata
e Chief Minister - Mamata Banerjee
e Governor - CV Ananda Bose

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

x* -
Download Current Affairs APP g@amb'bm“s babalik Online test Series
k-

101. Which of the following countries has officially declared the snow leopard as its national symbol, underscoring its commitment to conservation
and ecological balance?

Frafafeaa & @ few 32 7 d@vamn ok uikfRufas dgem & ufa st ufaasar =1 Y@ifed $3d 3T snfieive dR i few dgu 1 ero= wgia udle
Hifa fomar &2
(@) Turkmenistan / ﬂ*ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬂ
(b) Kazakhstan / SIRAIATT
(c) Uzbekistan / IS
(d) Tajikistan / TSI &IT
(e) Kyrgyzstan /%ﬁf_\ﬂﬁﬂ
Ans. e
Sol. Kyrgyzstan Declares Snow Leopard As National Symbol
Kyrgyzstan has officially declared the snow leopard as its national symbol, underscoring its commitment to conservation and ecological balance.
The snow leopard is not only a symbol of natural wealth and cultural prosperity, but also an indicator of the stability and health of the mountain ecosystem,
which occupies 1/3 of the global territory.
The loss of snow leopards in the wild will lead to the risk of disturbing the fragile ecological balance, which will have a detrimental impact on various animal
species and on humans.”
In ancient Kyrgyz culture, Panthera uncia, or the snow leopard, held significance as a totem animal linked to the legendary hero of the Kyrgyz people, Manas.
Within Kyrgyz culture, the snow leopard symbolizes greatness, nobility, courage; bravery, and resilience.
Kyrgyzstan has taken a leading role in snow leopard conservation at the international level, hosting the inaugural Global Snow Leopard Forum in 2013 in the
capital, Bishkek. The habitat of snow leopards spans the mountainous regions of 12 countries in Asia, including Afghanistan, Bhutan, China, India, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyz Republic, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.
According to the World Wildlife Organization, this extensive range covers approximately 772,204 square miles, with China hosting 60% of the habitat. Notably,
over 70% of the snow leopard's habitat remains unexplored.
About Kyrgyzstan

e Capital- Bishkek

e Currency- Kyrgystani Som

e Official languages- Kyrgyz, Russian

Continent- Asia
President- Sadyr Japarov
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102. In January 2024, which of the following payments bank has applied to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for small
finance bank license?

SaRt 2024 H, Fafafad ¥ @ 59 tdey 9% A oy 9 d& agda & e yRd Rd 9% (RBI) 3t 3mde- f6ar 32

(a) Airtel Payments Bank / T9R¢d UHeH o

(b) India Post Payments Bank / 3f$01 URe 0Hcy d&

(c) FINO Payments Bank / fi= 0¥y o

(d) Paytm Payments Bank / U¢T0H UHcq §&

(e) Jio Payments Bank / fora UHeq d&

Ans. c

Sol. Fino Payments Bank applies to RBI for SFB license

Fino Payments Bank has applied to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), seeking-a small finance bank license.

During the quarter ended 31 December 2023, the RBI received one application under the Guidelines for ‘on tap’ Licensing of Small
Finance Banks in the Private Sector dated December 5, 2019 from Fino Payments Bank Limited.

As per the norms, payment banks that are controlled by residents and have completed five years of operations are eligible for
conversion into small finance banks after complying with the legal and regulatory requirements of various authorities.

Fino Payments Bank started operations in 2017 and completed five years of business in 2022. In July 2023, MD and CEO Rishi Gupta
said that the bank was keen to become a small finance bank.

The payments bank is a subsidiary of Fino Paytech, which is backed by investors such as Bharat Petroleum, ICICI Group, Blackstone,
IFC, Intel, and Life Insurance Corporation of India, among others.

Originally a remittance service provider, Fino Payments converted all its Fino Money Mart outlets into bank branches after it
received the payments bank license. It is also the only payment bank to be listed on the bourses.
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103. Who has been appointed as the Chairman of the Federation of Associations in Indian Tourism
& Hospitality (FAITH)?

B 3T THIRITR 3 $39 ¢od TS gifeueferd (FAITH) & sreael & ¥ o frd fgem fvan
T 87

(@) Puneet Chhatwal / Tﬂﬁw

(b) Neeraj Akhoury / RS SRRy

(c) Pramod Sharma /EITﬁHQ]TIf

(d) Parminder Chopra / RiHGY T'ahtET

(e) Vivek Srivastava / fade dtarg

Ans. a

Sol. Puneet Chhatwal Appointed Chairman of FAITH

The Federation of Associations in Indian Tourism & Hospitality (FAITH) has appointed Puneet Chhatwal as
its Chairman.

Chhatwal will be taking over from Nakul Anand, the former executive director at ITC Hotels.

Chhatwal is the managing director and chief executive officer'at Indian-Hotels Company Limited. He will
also continue as the president of the Hotel Association of India (HAI), a position he was re-elected to in
2022.
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104. G Ram Mohan Rao has been appointed as the Executive Director of which of the following organizations for three years?
it X9 Mg 19 &1 i auf & e Fafafe & @ 5w dnea o1 srierRt fFHewe e fear g2
(a) NABARD / TeTS
(b) RBI / 3RS
(c) PFRDA / UIU®3RSIT
(d) SEBI / il
(e) SIDBI / Rrssit
Ans.d
Sol. SEBI Appoints G Ram Mohan Rao As Executive Director
The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has appointed G Ram Mohan Rao as Executive Director (ED) for a period of three years.
Rao will be handling the investigation department and the internal inspection department.
He has been with the markets regulator for over 25 years during which he has supervised diverse portfolios such as inspections, litigation,
recovery, investor awareness, grievance redressal, etc.
Prior to the appointment, Rao was the regional director of the Eastern Regional Office of Sebi.
About Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
e Founded - 12 April 1988
e Act-1992
e Headquarters - Mumbai
e Chairman - Madhabi Puri Buch
e Executive Director - G Ram Mohan Rao
e SEBI Set up - Uday Kotak committee
Recent Appointment in Banking & Insurance Sector
e MD & CEO of National Asset Reconstruction Company (NARCL) - P Santhosh (replace Natarajan Sundar
e MD & CEO of Kotak Mahindra Bank - Ashok Vaswani (replace Dipak Gupta)
¢ Chairman of 16th Finance Commission - Arvind Panagariya (15th Finance Commission — N K Singh)
e Secretary of 16th Finance Commission - Ritvik Ranjanam Pandey
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105. Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been re-elected for a fifth term. What is the name of Sheikh Hasina's party?
TAATSRT $t WU H=l G &1 o1 Uied Srdera & fore fibe F 741 a1 31 A i1 9t urdf &1 A 32
(a) Bangladesh Nationalist Party / SR ARMfeRe Tref
(b) Bangladesh Congress / STQTGRT BT
(c) Bangladesh League / SQATCRT AT
(d) Jatiya Party / STTTg Tref
(e) Awami League / 3gTHt &I
Ans. e
Sol. Sheikh Hasina wins fifth term in Bangladesh PM
Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been re-elected for a fifth term, marking a significant milestone in the country’s political
landscape. The ruling Awami League, under Hasina’s leadership, has triumphed once again, securing more than half of the parliamentary seats.
This victory reaffirms Sheikh Hasina's position as the world's longest-serving female head of government.
Instead of any political party, independent candidates secured a total of 63 seats, the second highest after Hasina's Awami League (AL), which
won 222, creating a problem of finding a parliamentary opposition.
The current opposition, the Jatiya Party, managed to secure just 11 of the 300 parliamentary seats, according to the Election Commission.
About Bangladesh
e Capital- Dhaka
e Currency — Taka
¢ President - Mohammed Shahabuddin Chuppu
¢ Prime Minister - Sheikh Hasina
Newly Appointed Prime Minister & President
e President of Congo - Felix Tshisekedi (2nd term)
e President of Egypt - Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi (3 term)
e Prime Minister of Poland - Donald Tusk
Prime Minister of Luxembourgish - Luc Frieden
Prime Minister of Spain - Pedro Sanchez (re-elected)
Prime Minister of Slovakia - Robert Fico (4th time)
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106. Who has been appointed as the first woman Director General of Police (DGP) of Maharashtra?
HERTY $1 gl Afgan Yo AeTexe (Sieitdh) & U # fos frgea farar man 82
(a) Smita Sarangi /f@l?ﬂ‘v'lﬂ""ﬁ
(b) Arindam Bagchi /GfP{’EHEI'FTEﬁ
(c) Rashmi Shukla / 34T el
(d) Tanu Singh / a1 g
(e) Senthil Pandian C / 9fd Tifga= <t
Ans. ¢
Sol. Rashmi Shukla becomes Maharashtra'’s first woman DGP
The Maharashtra government has appointed 1988 batch Indian Police Service (IPS) officer Rashmi Shukla as the Director General of Police.
Ms. Shukla became the first woman police officer to hold the top police post in the State:
She takes over from another 1988 IPS batch officer Rajnish Seth, who retired last week to take charge as chairman of the Maharashtra Public Service
Commission (MPSC).
Mumbai police commissioner Vivek Phansalkar has been holding additional charge as Maharashtra DGP Maharashtra since Mr. Seth retired on December 31.
Ms. Shukla was on Central deputation heading the Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) — the border guarding force, before her latest appointment as Maharashtra DGP.
Prior to this, she was appointed as Additional Director-General of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) in February 2021.
Recent Appointment
e CEO of Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone - Ashwani Gupta
e CEO of Indian Olympic Association - Raghuram lyer
e MD & CEO of National Investment and Infrastructure Fund Limited (NIFFL) - Sanjiv Aggarwal (replace Rajiv Dhar)
¢ President of All India Rubber Industries Association (AIRIA) - Shashi Singh (Ramesh Kejriwal)
e Senior VP of AIRIA - Zafar Ahmed
About Maharashtra
e Capital - Mumbai
e Chief Minister - Eknath Sindhe
o Deputy Chief Minister - Devendra Fadnavis & Ajit Pawar
Governor - Ramesh Bais

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

¥ :
s o
Download Current Affairs APP ﬂamb'“m”s babaf Eﬁ‘m"’ Online test Series
a

107. Who has been appointed as the Managing Director (MD) of NIVEA India?
NIVEA $f&a1 & usy fe=® (VD) & =0 ¥ & fgea favar an 82

(a) Anshika Singh / 3ifRep1 g

(b) Radhika Goel / R1ferehT Mg

(c) Vasudha Gupta / dgT Tl
(d) Shivani Tyagi / FRIat il
(e) Geetika Mehta / Tﬂﬁlﬁﬁ%’?ﬂ

Ans. e
Sol. NIVEA India Appoints Geetika Mehta As New MD

Nivea India has appointed Geetika Mehta as Managing Director (MD). With this, she joins the growing list
of women heading fast-moving consumer goods (FMCG) companies.

Mehta's previous stint was at Hershey India for two and a half years as MD, and before that she was at the
country’'s largest FMCG firm, Hindustan Unilever, for 18 years.

Geetika, with a distinguished career in the FMCG sector, has a proven track record of developing small
businesses as well as managing large-scale corporations across marketsincluding South Asia, Thailand,
Brazil, and South Africa.

Her extensive experience and strategic vision align seamlessly with Nivea India’s objective of providing
consumers with superior product quality in line with its care proposition.
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108. Who has been appointed as the Secretary of Railway Board?

ITd 918 & Afud & wu H f6) fgaa fear mar g2

(a) Smita Sarangi /@IHTFI'R'T?[

(b) Radhika Goel / XTfaIehT Tl

(c) Vasudha Gupta / 98T T

(d) Tanu Singh /?‘E[ﬁi_e'

(e) Aruna Nayar / 312Ul X

Ans. e

Sol. Aruna Nayar takes over as Secretary of Railway Board

Aruna Nayar has been appointed as Railway Board Secretary. She is an Indian Railway Personnel Service (IRPS) Officer of 1987 Batch
and Level-16 empanelled IRMS officer.

Nayar was earlier working in Railway Board as Additional Member, Staff, from May 2023, and as Principal Executive Director/Staff,
Railway Board, from Feb 2022 to May 2023.

Nayar is also the first IRPS officer to be empanelled in IRMS in Level-16.

Nayar has worked as Principal Chief Personnel Officer (PCPO) in Eastern Railway, Dy. CPO, Metro Railway/Kolkata, PCPO in Southern
Railway and in other capacities in Railway Recruitment Board (Chennai), Railway Divisions of Chennai & Palghat and Golden Rock
Workshop & Division at Tiruchirapalli.

She has also worked as Director (Pers), in the Department of Information Technology, Ministry of Communications & IT under
Central Staffing Scheme from 2005 to 20009.
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109. Swashbuckling batter Heinrich Klaasen has announced retirement from Test cricket. He is from which country?

UTH S TeoldTSl 2P FATE A ¢3¢ fobdhe A TUI B YT HI Sl g1 a8 fra A 22
(a) England /3"@75’

(b) New Zealand /ﬂ?ﬂﬁ’s’
(c) Australia / G{\fiﬁfﬁflﬂT

(d) South Africa / GI&IOT 3{ThIehT

(e) Ireland / MRS

Ans.d

Sol. South Africa batter Heinrich Klaasen announces retirement from Test cricket

South Africa swashbuckling batter Heinrich Klaasen has announced retirement from Test cricket (longest format of the game).
Klaasen, who was among the top run getters for South Africa in last year's ODI World Cup, wasn't a regular in the red ball setup.
Having made his debut in 2019, the 32-year-old only had four Test matches under his belt. However, on the tour of the West Indies,
Klaasen notched up a mere 56 runs from four innings.
Recently Retired Players
e David Warner — International ODI & Test — Australia
e Dean Elgar - International cricket - South Africa
e Asad Shafiq - All forms of cricket - Pakistan
Gurkeerat Singh Mann — International Cricket — India
Meg Lanning — International Cricket — Australia
Sunil Narine - International cricket — West Indies
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110. Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) or NRI Day is celebrated in India every year on which day?

wardt URdr faw (@S a1 TasmRens feaw wRa ¥ & e fvw =1 w=man siman &2

(@) 6 January / 6 SR

(b) 7 January / 7 SHaR1

(c) 8 January / 8 STHaR!

(d) 9 January / 9 SFaRI

(e) 10 January / 10 STHas!

Ans.d

Sol. 9 January - Pravasi Bharatiya Divas

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) or NRI Day is celebrated in India every year on 9 January.

The day commemorates the return of Mahatma Gandhi, the greatest Pravasi from South Africa to India in 1915 for the struggle of
Independence.

One of the main aims of recognising Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is to pay homage and honour to the Overseas Indian community who
play a significant role in the development of the country.

The inaugural celebration of Pravasi Bharatiya Divas took place in 2003.
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111. In January 2024, which state government has received investment proposals worth ¥6.64 lakh crore through 631 Memorandum of
Understanding (MoUs)?

SRt 2024 H, f5d I WRPR P 631 THSNT JTUT (THSNY) &b AT A 36.64 TG HRIS b (AT YT UTW 5T 82

(a) Maharashtra / HeIRTY

(b) Tamil Nadu / dffrerg

(c) Gujarat / [oRTd

(d) Himachal Pradesh / %Wm

(e) Punjab / USTld
Ans. b
Sol. Tamil Nadu receives investment proposals worth ¥6.64 lakh crore
Tamil Nadu has attracted an impressive investment commitment to the tune of over 26,64,180 crore through 631 Memoranda of Understanding (MoUs).
It would generate nearly 27 lakh jobs across sectors at the conclusion of the first Global Investors Meet (GIM 2024) conducted by the DMK government at
Chennai Trade Centre.
A total of 26,90,657 jobs are expected to be generated from these investments that include direct employment for 14,54,712 persons and indirect employment
for 12,35,945 persons.
Some of the big-ticket investment proposals were made by Tata Power (370,800 crore), Adani Group (342,768 crore), Sembcorp (36,238 crore), Leap Green
Energy Pvt. Ltd. (17,400 crore) and Chennai Petroleum Corporation Limited (17,000 crore).
With this GIM, this government that espouses the ‘Dravidian model’ of governance has laid the foundation for Tamil Nadu's growth for the next 20 years.
The proposed investments would be across sectors such as advanced electronics manufacturing, green energy non-leather footwear, automobiles and e-
vehicles, defence and aerospace, data centres, global capability centres, Information Technology and Digital Services.
The TN government attain its ambitious target to make Tamil Nadu a $1 trillion economy by 2030.and play a key role in India’s economic growth.
The Chief Minister also inaugurated TANFUND, which aims to bridge the gap between start-ups in-Tamil Nadu and investment partners in India and across the
world.
About Tamil Nadu

e Formation - 26 January 1950

e Capital - Chennai

e Chief Minister - M K Stalin

e Governor - R N Ravi
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112. India has signed an MoU with which country for small satellite project?
YRT 1 7Y IuUE TR & fore ford 391 & 91y Teh goshar J1u- WR gier fu 82

(a) Iran /é‘x’F[
(b) Maldives / ATACId

(c) Bhutan / H{cIq
(d) Mauritius / AR
(e) Sri Lanka / Hide1
Ans. d
Sol. India and Mauritius collaborate on Rs 20 crore small satellite project
The Union Cabinet, led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has given its nod to a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Indian
Space Research Organization (Isro) and the Mauritius Research and Innovation Council (MRIC).
The agreement, which was inked on November 1, 2023, in Port Louis, Mauritius, lays the groundwork for the joint development of a small
satellite.
The MoU is set to establish a robust framework for cooperation, leveraging the MRIC's Ground Station and involving the participation of Indian
industries in the development of some of the satellite's subsystems.
This partnership is expected to not only enhance industrial capabilities but also generate employment opportunities within India.
The implementation of this MoU is projected to lead to the realization of the joint small satellite within a 15-month period. The Government of
India has earmarked an estimated Rs 20 crore for the development of the joint satellite, with no additional exchange of funds between the two
parties involved.
The roots of space cooperation between India and Mauritius trace back to the late 1980s‘when Isro established a ground station in Mauritius to
provide tracking and telemetry support for its missions.
Recently India signed MoUs with others countries

¢ India and Guyana signed MoU for Hydrocarbon Sector

¢ India and Malaysia sign an MoU for Cooperation in Broadcasting

¢ India and Italy signed Mobility and Migration Partnership Agreement

India, Russia ink pacts on construction of future power generating units of Kudankulam nuclear plant, Tamil Nadu
India provides $250 million Line of Credit to Kenya for agricultural modernizations
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113. Who has inaugurated and lays foundation stone of 12 National Highway projects with a total length of 105 km worth over Rs
1464 Crore in Kerala?
IR H 1464 PIS TUY ¥ TUS F1 Pt 105 fHut ciars arelt 12 IFa Iorant uRAreISH H7 Igute 3R Rramar fra= faar
(a) Anurag Thakur / 3R STHR
(b) Piyush Goyal / TN g
(c) Narendra Modi /:ﬁ_s‘(’lﬂ—cﬁ
(d) Nitin Gadkari / e TS
(e) Amit Shah / 3{ffrd =118
Ans. d
Sol. Nitin Gadkari inaugurates and lays foundation stone of 12 National Highway projects in Kerala
Union Minister Nitin Gadkari has inaugurated and lays foundation stone of 12 National Highway projects with a total length of 105 km worth
over Rs 1464 Crore in Kerala.
The proposed projects aim to enhance seamless connectivity between Tamil Nadu and Kerala, ensuring swift and trouble-free transportation.
This initiative holds the promise of reducing overall transportation costs. Furthermore, a focus on eliminating black spots on National Highways
is anticipated to contribute to a significant decrease in road accidents.
The undertaking is poised to generate substantial employment opportunities, both directly and indirectly, fostering socio-economic growth in
Kerala.
Additionally, the improved accessibility to Munnar is expected to boost tourism potential, while the construction of a high-level bridge will
eliminate a 27 km detour during floods, streamlining travel and benefiting the export of key Kerala products.
Nitin Gadkari In News

e Nitin Gadkari addresses 5th edition of India STEM Summit 2023 in New Delhi

e Nitin Gadkari launches India Jewellery Shopping Festival (1JSF) 2023

e Nitin Gadkari launches Bharat NCAP (New Car Assessment Programe)

Nitin Gadkari inaugurates and lays foundation stone of 11 highway project worth Rs 5600 crore in Rajasthan
Nitin Gadkari inaugurates four projects worth Rs 1450 Crore in Assam
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114. Indian Railways has achieved 6,577 route kilometers electrification in the calendar year 2023. The Indian Railways has
set a target to become the world's largest green railway by which year?

YR ¥ad A hdex a4 2023 H 6,577 < fhaniiex fagydiaun giiva far 81 uRdra e A ford adf a@ givrar ot 9aa
g1 3Rd Yad T T 989 QT 82

(a) 2027

(b) 2028

(c) 2029

(d) 2030

(e) 2032

Ans. d

Sol. Indian Railways Electrifies 6,577 Route Kilometers in 2023

Indian Railways has achieved 6,577 route kilometers electrification in the calendar year 2023.

Till December 2023, 61,508 route Kms have been electrified, which is 93.83 percent of total Broad-Gauge route of 65,556 kms.
With a vision of providing an eco-friendly, faster and energy-efficient mode of transportation, Indian Railways is marching ahead
towards 100 per cent electrification of Broad-Gauge tracks.

The Indian Railways has set a target to become the world's largest green railway by 2030.

So far, the Indian Railways has achieved 100 per cent railway electrification in-at least 14 states/UTs.

The push towards the electrification drive is aligned with the government's efforts towards the Sustainable Development Goals
endorsed by the United Nations.
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115. Which ministry has organized Kala Utsav 2024 in New Delhi?

T5 fewell & ®ar ST 2024 &1 S f$9 Hamey A fHar 82

(@) Ministry of Culture / \Li{qOI?I AT

(b) Ministry of Environment and Forests / YR 3R g HATAT

(c) Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs / 3Td¥ WWW%W

(d) Ministry of Education / fRI&f1 TaTerg

(e) Ministry of Jal Shakti (Water) / SIct RICSREEINE] (STel)

Ans.d

Sol. Dharmendra Pradhan attends inaugural ceremony of Kala Utsav

Union Minister for Education and Skill Development & Entrepreneurship, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan attended the inaugural

ceremony of the Kala Utsav as the Guest of Honour.

Minister of State for Education, Annpurna Devi also be present at the function as the Guest of Honour.

The Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education, and National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) are going to organize Kala Utsav 2024 at National Bal Bhavan and the Gandhi Smriti and Darshan Samiti, New Delhi.

Kala Utsav 2023 which will be held from 9-11 January 2024 will witness performances in 10 art forms: 1. Vocal Music — Classical; 2.
Vocal Music — Traditional Folk; 3. Instrumental Music — Percussive; 4. Instrumental Music — Melodic; 5. Dance — Classical; 6. Dance —
Folk; 7. Visual Arts (2-dimensional); 8. Visual Arts (3-dimensional); 9. Indigenous Toys and Games; and 10. Drama (Solo acting).
Around 700 students from 36 States and Union Territories, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, and Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti will
showcase their art forms in all these genres.

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

x

Download Current Affairs APP \/@amblblous babalie Online test Series
o

116. Union minister Parshottam Rupala has laid the foundation stone for the upgradation of the Paradip Fishing Harbour
(PFH) in which state for Rs 108.91 crore?

1T A WEIH FuTen A {5 T § 108.91 PRIS FUA H AN § URTEIY FARAT g1y (Nuwwe) & 3904 ot SmerRiRrer
T B2
(a) Maharashtra / HERTY

(b) Tamil Nadu / alﬁaqlg
(c) Odisha / 3fifS=m

(d) Andhra Pradesh / 311 TaT
(e) Kerala / A

Ans. c
Sol. Parshottam Rupala Lays Foundation Stone For Upgradation Of Paradip Fishing Harbour

Union minister Parshottam Rupala has laid the foundation stone for the upgradation of the Paradip Fishing Harbour in Odisha for Rs
108.91 crore.

The modernisation and upgradation of the Paradip Fishing Harbour (PFH) will improve its hygienic conditions and make it clean,
pollution-free, and aesthetically pleasing.

PFH will be upgraded in 18 months by Paradip Port Authority using 100 per cent central assistance from the Pradhan Mantri Matsya
Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) under the Sagarmala Scheme.

Modernisation of the fishing harbour will improve the lives of the thousands of fishermen and allied workers who depend on the
harbour for their livelihood.

PHF spread across 43 acres, is one of Odisha's largest fishing harbours located on the right bank of the river Mahanadi, two
kilometres upstream of the river mouth in Jagatsinghpur district.

The harbour was initially built to oversee 370 numbers of 10-metre vessels, 80 numbers of 13-metre vessels, and 50 numbers of 15-
metre vessels, as well as traditional watercraft.

Now, approximately 640 numbers of 15-metre vessels and 100 numbers of 9-metre Gill Netter (FRP boats) use the harbour
amenities.
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117. Which state government has launched “Yogyasree” scheme to provide free training modules for Scheduled Caste (SC)
and Scheduled Tribe (ST) students?

5T TsT PR A ggfua wifa (@) iR srggfd st (THd) B & fore g ufkiervr Aisyd e #34 & fore
it g IRE 31 82

(a) Tripura / ﬁERT

(b) West Bengal / gfgy §ma
(c) Assam / 3{gH
(d) Bihar / f98R
(e) Chhattisgarh / fﬁ'ﬂ@T’d
Ans. b
Sol. West Bengal CM launches 'Yogyasree’ for SC/ST students
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has launched a comprehensive social welfare scheme named “Yogyasree.”
The initiative aims to provide free training modules for Scheduled Caste (SC) and Scheduled Tribe (ST) students in West Bengal,
specifically targeting entrance and competitive examinations.
Fifty centres will be opened all across the state where the SC and ST students will be able to take training completely free of cost for
competitive examinations.
Similar 46 centres will offer free training to the SC & ST students for students aspiring for government jobs, civil services etc.
She also started a student's internship programme where 2500 students will be receiving such internships.
About West Bengal
e Capital - Kolkata
e Chief Minister - Mamata Banerjee
e Governor - CV Ananda Bose
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118. Who has been appointed as the post of Member (Operations & Business Development), Railway Board?
Y4 9IS & e (AT Ud Hadrd faeTe) & ue W fha fge fvar man g2
(a) Smita Sarangi /@IHTFI'R'T?[
(b) Seema Kumar /T—ﬂTITW
(c) Indra Mani Pandey / sT;{ﬂﬁIUT@
(d) Tanu Singh /?‘lﬂﬁi—é
(e) Senthil Pandian C / AfAd gifgg= It
Ans. b
Sol. Seema Kumar takes charge as Member of Railway Board
Ms. Seema Kumar has taken over the charge of the post of Member (Operations & Business Development), Railway Board.
Prior to this, Ms Seema Kumar was Additional Member (Tourism & Catering), Railway Board.
She also held the additional charge of Additional Member (Traffic), Additional Member (Marketing & Business Development) and
also of Chairman & Managing Director of IRCTC at various intervals.
Ms. Seema Kumar joined Indian Railways Traffic Service (IRTS) in 1988. She is a Gold Medalist in M.Sc. (Physics) from Meerut
University and an M. Tech. from IIT Delhi.
She is the recipient of various prestigious awards like Platinum Award for Web based Citizen Services in the year 2009, Silver Award
for e-Governance 2010-2011 under the category 'Innovative Use of ICT by PSUs for Customer’s Benefits’ and National Tourism
Award 2014-2015 for showcasing Cultural Heritage and Local Talent.
Recent Appointment

e Secretary of Railway Board - Aruna Nayar

e MD of NIVEA India - Geetika Mehta

e First woman DGP of Maharashtra - Rashmi Shukla (replace Rajnish Seth)

e CEO of Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone - Ashwani Gupta

CEO of Indian Olympic Association - Raghuram lyer
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119. Gabriel Attal has been elected as the new Prime Minister of which country after the resignation of Elisabeth Borne?
TRy T4 & SiI% & 916 AfSad Sfed P fh -1 &7 a1 WuT =it g7 771 82
(a) France / i
(b) Italy / Zcat
(c) UK/ g
(d) USA / qudu
(e) Canada / &TS]
Ans. a
Sol. Gabriel Attal becomes France's youngest PM
French President Emmanuel Macron has named Gabriel Attal as the country's new prime minister.
Attal, the current education minister, will become the youngest person to occupy France's second-highest office at 34 years old.
It follows the apparently reluctant resignation of Elisabeth Borne, who said in a letter that she had been informed it was Macron's wish.
About France
e Capital- Paris
e President- Emmanuel Macron
e Prime Minister- Gabriel Attal (replace Elisabeth Borne)
e Official language- French
Newly Appointed Prime Minister & President
e Prime Minister of Bangladesh — Sheikh Hasina (5™ term)
e President of Congo - Felix Tshisekedi (2nd term)
e President of Egypt - Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi (3" term)
Prime Minister of Poland - Donald Tusk
Prime Minister of Luxembourgish - Luc Frieden
Prime Minister of Spain - Pedro Sanchez (re-elected)
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120. Who has been appointed as Member of (Traction & Rolling Stock) in Railway Board in the Ministry of Railways?

I HATA | ¥Ad 918 T (SR TS AT i) & Gew & w0 o frd fFrgaa fear mn @2

(a) Ganesan Kannabiran / TR HATERA

(b) Satish Kumar /ﬂ?ﬂ'—‘JW

(c) Pramod Sharma / UHIg XA

(d) Parminder Chopra / WA EﬁTET

(e) Vivek Srivastava / fad® Jiaraa

Ans. b

Sol. Satish Kumar appoints as Member of (TRACTION & ROLLING STOCK), Railways Board

Satish Kumar has appointed as Member od (Traction & Rolling Stock) in Railway Board in the Ministry of Railways.

He is from the 1986 batch of Indian Railway Service of Mechanical Engineers. Kumar joined Indian Railways in March 1988 and has a
rich experience of 34 years.

Before joining as MTRS, Railway Board, he worked as General Manager, North Central Railway, Prayagraj.

Earlier, Kumar had worked in Jhansi Division and BLW (Diesel Locomotive Works, Varanasi), NER, Gorkahpur, Patiala Locomotive
Works in various capacities. He was trained in Total Quality Management, under UNDP programme in 1996 and has handled many
project in his career.

He had also worked as Divisional Railway Manager, Lucknow Division of Northern Railway from April 2017 to April 2019. A large
number of infrastructural works were accomplished during his tenure as DRM, Lucknow.
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121. Who has been appointed as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of PhonePe’s international payments business?
PhonePe & RIS YA SAGHTT & &I SRGRI SHRUSRY (CE0) & ¥ # fordt Frgea famam war 32
(a) Anshika Singh / 3ifRrepT Rig
(b) Ritesh Pai / Ra=I g
(c) Vasudha Gupta / 98T T
(d) Joyeeta Gupta / SRyt RIS
(e) Raghu Srinivasan / XY ifare
Ans. b
Sol. PhonePe Appoints Ritesh Pai As CEO For International Payments Division
Walmart-owned fintech firm PhonePe has appointed Ritesh Pai as chief executive officer of its international payments business.
his development aligns with India’s ambition to globalize the Unified Payments Interface (UPI), attracting interest from countries like
Japan, Singapore, the United Arab Emirates, France, and the United Kingdom.

In his last role, as the president of products and solutions at TerraPay, he was responsible for launching and implementing payment
products and solutions globally.

Before that, he served as the senior group president and chief digital officer at Yes Bank, where he led the digital strategy and
transformation for the bank and launched multiple successful partnerships with many of today's leading fintech players.
Recent Appointment in Banking & Insurance Sector

e Executive Director of SEBI - G Ram Mohan Rao (for 3 years)

e 'Class C' Director on Board of Directors of Federal Reserve Bank of New York - Rajiv Shah

e MD & CEO of National Asset Reconstruction Company (NARCL) - P Santhosh (replace Natarajan Sundar)
MD & CEO of Kotak Mahindra Bank - Ashok Vaswani (replace Dipak Gupta)
Chairman of 16th Finance Commission - Arvind Panagariya (15th Finance Commission — N K Singh)
Secretary of 16th Finance Commission - Ritvik Ranjanam Pandey
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122. Which company has launched Al Odyssey to skill 1 lakh developers in India in Al Tech?
f5H St 7 URA H 1 ARG STATH B Al <P F DI Ya™ A & g Al St af-a fomar 82

(a) Microsoft / Ww

(b) Apple / VT

(c) Adobe / TSIdl

(d) Google / T[Tcd

(e) Meta / HeT

Ans. a

Sol. Microsoft launches Al Odyssey to skill 1 lakh developers in India

Microsoft has launched an initiative that aims to skill one lakh developers in India in the latest Al technologies and tools.

The program offers a comprehensive learning experience that helps developers acquire and demonstrate relevant skills needed to
execute critical projects using Al technologies that align with business goals and outcomes.

Through programs like Al Odyssey, Microsoft is offering opportunities for developers to build solutions for India’s growth and
showcase their talent to solve real-world problems, said the company.

The month-long program is open to all Al enthusiasts in India, regardless of experience level or background. The program has two
levels that participants need to complete by January 31, 2024.

The first level of the program educates participants on how to use Azure Al services to create and deploy Al solutions for different
scenarios. This will give them access to useful resources, code samples, and guides to master practical Al skills.

The second level of the program challenges participants to prove their Al skills by completing an online assessment with interactive
lab tasks that earns them Microsoft Applied Skills credentials, a new verifiable credential that validates their ability to solve real-
world problems with Al.

Participants completing both the levels of challenges will also stand a chance to win a VIP Pass to attend the Microsoft Al Tour in
Bangalore on February 8, 2024, and witness the impact of generative Al.
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123. 23-year-old Divyakriti Singh Rathore of Rajasthan has received the prestigious Arjuna Award from President Droupadi Murmu. She becomes the first Indian Woman Arjuna Awardee
for which sport?
SR Ft 23 Teifa feeap i Rig Tets ot wyufa Siudt 73 & wfaf¥a ol e firan 31 a5 frw @9 & g veelt wrdta afgen ofs oo fasar o+ 82
(a) Karate / RIS
(b) Shotput / TTel B
(c) Wrestling /?Q?ﬁ
(d) Wushu / 9]
(e) Equestrian /w
Ans. e
Sol. Divyakriti Singh Becomes 1st Indian Woman Arjuna Awardee for Equestrian Sports
23-year-old Divyakriti Singh Rathore of Rajasthan received the prestigious Arjuna Award from President Droupadi Murmu for her remarkably outstanding stint in Equestrian sports.
Singh, the first Indian female to receive the Arjuna in the Equestrian sport, has mastered the tricks of the sport after rigorous practice over the years.
It was a proud moment not only for Divyakriti Singh but also for her home state of Rajasthan, as she stands as the sole representative to receive an Arjuna Award not only this year, but for the past
five years.
Ranked No. 1 in Asia and No. 14 worldwide in the Global Dressage Rankings by the International Equestrian Federation, Divyakriti also scored a gold in team dressage event held last year at the Asian
Games in China Hangzhou.
The recipients (2023 awards)
Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award for 2023
Chirag Shetty and Satwik Sairaj Rankireddy (badminton).
Arjuna Awards
Ojas Pravin Deotale (archery), Aditi Gopichand Swami (archery), Murali Sreeshankar (athletics), Parul Chaudhary (athletics), Mohammad Hussamuddin (boxing), R. Vaishali (chess),
Mohammed Shami (cricket), Anush Agarwalla (equestrian), Divyakriti Singh (equestrian dressage), Diksha Dagar (golf), Krishan Bahadur Pathak (hockey), Sushila Chanu
(hockey), Pawan Kumar (kabaddi), Ritu Negi (kabaddi), Nasreen (kho-kho), Pinki (lawn bowls), Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar (shooting), Esha Singh (shooting), Harinder Pal Singh
Sandhu (squash), Ayhika Mukherjee (table tennis), Sunil Kumar (wrestling), Antim Panghal (wrestling), Naorem Roshibina Devi (wushu), Sheetal Devi (para archery), llluri Ajay
Kumar Reddy (blind cricket), Prachi Yadav (para canoeing).
Dronacharya Award (regular category) for outstanding coaches
Lalit Kumar (wrestling), R.B. Ramesh (chess), Mahaveer Prasad Saini (para-athletics), Shivendra Singh (hockey), Ganesh Prabhakar Devrukhkar (mallakhamb).
Dronacharya Award (life-time category) for outstanding coaches
Jaskirat Singh Grewal (golf), Bhaskaran E (kabaddi), Jayanta Kumar Pushilal (table tennis).
Dhyan Chand Award for lifetime achievement
Manjusha Kanwar (badminton), Vineet Kumar Sharma (hockey), Kavitha Selvaraj (kabaddi).
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad (MAKA) Trophy 2023
Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar (overall winner university); Lovely Professional University, Punjab (1st runner -up), Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra (2nd runner-up).
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124. World Hindi Day is celebrated every year on 10 January. What is the theme of World Hindi Day 2024?

fay &S feaw &2 1@ 10 9Fa & 7T wran 21 fay & feaw 2024 &1 fawg war 82

(@) Hindi Vishwa Aur Bharatiya Sanskriti

(b) Hindi-Bridging Traditional Knowledge and Artificial Intelligence

(c) Hindi Sanskriti

(d) To make Hindi a part of public opinion

(e) Knowledge and Artificial Intelligence

Ans. b

Sol. 10 January - World Hindi Day

World Hindi Day is celebrated every year on 10 January.

The Hindi Diwas is used to spread awareness about the use of the Indian language as well as the ongoing issues with Hindi usage
and promotion.

Theme 2024 - Hindi-Bridging Traditional Knowledge and Artificial Intelligence

It marks the day when Hindi was first spoken in the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) in 1949.

Hindi speakers around the world began to celebrate the language and its culture, and the first World Hindi Day was celebrated in
2006.

The day was celebrated for the first time under the instructions of former Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh.

World Hindi Day is celebrated on January 10 every year, whereas, Hindi Diwas is celebrated on September 14.
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125. India will host which session of UNESCO's World Heritage Committee in New Delhi for the first time in July 2024?
YR AT 2024 § Ugd! IR 3 feedt # gAvp! 1 fay tRigw afifa & 5w a7 &1 d9ar sam
(a) 39th
(b) 49th
(c) 59th
(d) 46th
(e) 26th
Ans.d
Sol. India to host UNESCO's World Heritage Committee in July 2024
India is set to chair UNESCO's World Heritage Committee and host its 46th session in New Delhi from July 21 to 31, 2024, marking a
historic milestone for our nation.
Vishal V Sharma, India's Permanent Representative to UNESCO, announced this decision.
During its 19th extraordinary session (UNESCO, 2023), the World Heritage Committee resolved to hold its 46th session in India.
The World Heritage Committee, comprising representatives from 21 member states, gathers annually to recognize global cultural
and natural heritage. Their work contributes to the prestigious UNESCO World Heritage Sites list.
About United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)
e UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) is a specialized agency of the United Nations that
promotes cooperation among nations through education, science, culture, and communication.
Formation - 16 November 1945
Headquarters - Paris, France
Director General - Audrey Azoulay (France)
Member countries - 193
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126. Union Health Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya has inaugurated ‘Prasadam,’ the nation’s first healthy and hygienic food
street in which city?

S TRy W ST, ARIE HSIfauT A fhy WeR # 3N F ugel W 3R WS B Wi WIIGH’ $T IuTe fhar 82

(a) Bengaluru /éﬂﬁﬁ

(b) New Delhi / 78 feeeft

() Ujjain / S®H

(d) Greater Noida / ‘BIET:ﬁ'QST

(e) Indore / s’aﬁ“\f

Ans. c
Sol. Ujjain Unveils India’s First Hygienic Food Street ‘Prasadam’
Union Health Minister Dr Mansukh Mandaviya has inaugurated '‘Prasadam,” the nation’s first healthy and hygienic food street, in a
grand ceremony at Neelkanth Van, Mahakal Lok, Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh.
The 'PRASADAM' initiative aims to connect common citizens across the nation with pure and safe local and traditional food.
This effort will align people, both residents and tourists, to adopt safe and healthy eating habits.
Spanning an impressive 939 square meters, “Prasadam” stands as a symbol of holistic development. The food street comprises 17
shops, each offering a unique culinary experience.
About Madhya Pradesh
e Capital - Bhopal
e Chief Minister — Dr Mohan Yadav (replace Shivraj Singh Chauhan)
e Deputy CM - Jagdish Devda & Rajendra Shukla
Speaker of Madhya Pradesh Assembly - Narendra Singh Tomar
Governor - Mangubhai C. Patel
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127. Which airport will host the aviation extravaganza "Wings India 2024" from January 18 to 21?

DI T §aTS 3IST 18 ¥ 21 a3} 9 A0 IuRIg v 3391 2024" ot Asar = HEm?
(a) Indira Gandhi International Airport, Delhi / gﬁWTﬁ‘iﬁ &Iﬂﬁ@l—[@ﬂ]ﬁ 31El, fect

(b) Kempegowda International Airport, Bengaluru / w@ &mﬁgﬁ‘qgaﬁ g, aTIT:E
(c) Cochin International Airport, Kochi / CACIG G'I?R'@'q E!Tll'l'sc gl R

(d) Begumpet Airport, Hydrebad / STHUC gaTs 3gT, JRIE|

(e) Mangaluru International Airport, Mangaluru / % &I?I?f@l'[_a'a'lé 3T, HIA
Ans. d

Sol. Wings India To Be Held At Hyderabad's Begumpet Airport

Hyderabad's Begumpet Airport will host the aviation extravaganza, Wings India 2024 from January 18 to
21, marking the country’s most significant civil aviation event.

It is organized by the Airports Authority of India in collaboration with the Ministry of Civil Aviation, this
four-day extravaganza is anticipated to be Asia’s largest congregation.

This dedicated period aims to offer the public an immersive experience, showcasing the latest
technologies and advancements within the aviation industry.
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128. The International Hockey Federation (FIH) has signed a major media rights agreement with
which company to broadcast and stream the upcoming FIH Cup?

SR 8id! BSIVH (FIH) 7 3R FIH $Y 3 TR 31 3R W1 F31 & fore fpw ot &
1Y T Y Hifear iR 9Heia IR g&er feu @2

(a) Star Sport

(b) ESPN

(c) Viacom18

(d) Disney Star

(e) Sony Pictures

Ans. c

Sol. FIH and Viacom18 Ink Four-Year Media Rights Deal

The International Hockey Federation (FIH) has signed a major media rights agreement with Viacom18.
This agreement runs for a four-year cycle (2023-2027) and includes all FIH events, except the FIH Nations
Cup.

As part of the partnership, Viacom18 will broadcast and stream-the upcoming FIH Hockey Olympic
Qualifiers, the first ever FIH Hockey5s World Cup, the FIH Hockey Pro League, and the 2026 FIH Hockey
World Cup on Sports18 and JioCinema, respectively.

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

x* -
Download Current Affairs APP g@amb'bm“s babalik Online test Series
k-

129. Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has inaugurated a mega food show in which city, that aims to promote
global trade from the sector?

aTfred ok ST W g e 3 5 wew A we & Be < &7 Sguted fbar 8, Rer 323a 39 &7 @ 3fye s Y
JQTal 3T &7

(a) Bengaluru /W

(b) Hyderabad / 8&3TdTG

(c) Chennai / 43

(d) Greater Noida / ‘BIET:n'QST

(e) Thiruvananthapuram / T%IW:IT‘FERT[

Ans. d

Sol. Piyush Goyal Inaugurates Indus Food 2024 in Greater Noida

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal has inaugurated a mega food show in Greater Noida, which aims to promote global
trade from the sector.

The 'Indusfood 2024' show is organised annually by the Trade Promotion Council of India (TPCI) with the support of the Department
of Commerce.

The food exports from India holds an immense potential and this this fiscal, the country's agri exports will be more than last year's
level of USD 53 billion despite restrictions imposed on shipments of certain key commodities.

The show is the "largest” food and beverages show in South Asia. Over 1,200 exhibitors, 7,500 global buyers are participating in the
three-day exhibition.

Exhibitors from over 15 countries, including EU, China, Russia, UAE, Canada, Hong Kong, Bangladesh, Nepal, UK, Turkiye, are also
showcasing their products.
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131. The year 2023 was the planet's hottest on record by a substantial margin and likely the world's warmest in the last

100,000 years. This data was published by which of the following?
T 2023 FTHI 3R A NPIS F AJTAR YT BT JGH TH a9 AT 3R JUda: fUsd 100,000 Tut & gf~rar w1 Tad T 9 411 T8

sei fFafaRaa 7 9 frwes grT yetiRra fear mar an

(a) World Meteorological Organization / fa% s fagm Tme=

(b) India Meteorological Department / HRA Ay fagm favmT

(c) NASA / A141

(d) European Union's Copernicus Climate Change Service WW@WWWW

(e) European Union Meteorological Department / @'Cﬁﬁw ey fage faum

Ans. d

Sol. 2023 recorded hottest year ever as Earth nears critical 1.5C limit

Last year was the planet's hottest on record by a substantial margin and likely the world's warmest in the last 100,000 years,
according to the European Union's Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S).

Scientists had widely expected the milestone after climate records were repeatedly broken. Since June, every month has been the
world's hottest on record compared with the corresponding month in previous years.

C3S confirmed 2023 as the hottest year in global temperature records going back to 1850. When checked against paleoclimatic data
records from sources such as tree rings and air bubbles in glaciers, Buontempo said it was "very likely" the warmest year in the last
100,000 years.

On average, in 2023 the planet was 1.48 degrees Celsius warmer than in the 1850-1900 pre-industrial period, when humans began
burning fossil fuels on an industrial scale, pumping carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.

Countries agreed in the 2015 Paris Agreement to try to prevent global warming surpassing 1.5C (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit), to avoid
its most severe consequences.

It was also the first year in which every day was more than 1C hotter than pre-industrial times. For the first time, two days - both of
them in November - were 2C warmer than in the pre-industrial period.
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132. Which bank has launched the Samman RuPay Credit Card” in partnership with the National Payments Corporation of
India (NPCI)?

P d 7 M U HRURRA 3T S3TT (NPCI) & 1Y ITieR] § I 3U thise H1S ar= farar 82

(a) Federal Bank/m%

(b) Axis Bank / TR §&

(c) Indusind Bank / 33%3_6'%

(d) HDFC Bank / TISIUmdl d6
(e) Kotak Mahindra Bank /WH‘%@T%

Ans. c
Sol. Indusind Bank introduces the ‘'Samman RuPay Credit Card’
Indusind Bank has introduced the “Indusind Bank Samman RuPay Credit Card", equipped with UPI functionality, in partnership with
the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI).
Tailored for government sector employees, the card is designed to offer a variety of exclusive perks, aiming to elevate their banking
experience.Combining the advantages of a conventional credit card with the advanced functionalities of UPI, the Indusind Bank
Samman RuPay Credit Card presents a seamless financial instrument.
This card comes with a myriad of benefits, such as cashback on various expenses, complimentary movie tickets, zero fees on cash
advances, and exemptions from surcharges on IRCTC transactions and fuel purchases.
These features are crafted not just to offer financial incentives but also to streamline and enhance the everyday transactional
journey for government employees.
Recent Facilities Launched in Banking & Insurance Sector

e Canara Bank to launch Data Analytics center in Bengaluru from 1 April

e Bank of India introduced Super Special Fixed Deposit with intrest rate of 7.50% per annum

e Indusind Bank has launched the ‘Indusind Bank eSvarna’, India’s first Corporate Credit Card on RuPay network.
Kotak Mahindra Life Insurance launched T.U.L.I.P (Term with Unit Linked Insurance Plan) Product
RBL Bank Introduces Electronic Bank Guarantee on NeSL Platform
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133. According to the latest World Bank report, what is the India's GDP growth for FY25?
fay 9% &t adqan Raé & AR, Fy2s & e URd $t Gpp 3 w1 32
(a) 6.4%
(b) 6.5%
(c) 6.6%
(d) 6.7%
(e) 6.9%
Ans. a
Sol. World Bank keeps India's FY25 GDP growth estimate unchanged at 6.4%
The World Bank kept its FY25 economic growth projection for India unchanged at 6.4 percent, mainly on account of strong domestic demand, rising public
infrastructure spending and strong private-sector credit growth.
However, it projected that the private consumption growth might taper off due to high food inflation and diminishing pent-up demand.
In its biannual ‘Global Economic Prospects’ report, the World Bank said India was likely to-maintain the fastest growth rate among the world’s largest
economies, but its post-pandemic recovery was expected to slow, with estimated growth of 6.3 percent in FY24, before recovering gradually to 6.5 percent in
Fy2e.
The Washington-based organization forecast that the world economy will expand 2.4 percent this year. That would be down from 2.6 percent growth in 2023,
3 percent in 2022 and 6.2 percent in 2021, which reflected the robust recovery from the pandemic recession of 2020.
Updated GDP List
e India Ratings — 6.7% (FY24)
e Goldman Sachs — 6.2% (FY24)
e Fitch Rating — 6.9% (FY24), 6.5% (FY25)
o IMF-6.3% (FY24), 6.3% (FY25)
ICRA -6.5% (FY24)
Kotak Mahindra Bank - 6.8% (FY24)
Citigroup — 6.7%
DBS - 6.8%
ADB —6.7% (FY24), 6.7% (FY25)
Morgan Stanley - 6.9%(FY24)
RBI -7% (FY24)
Nomura — 6.7% (FY24)
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134. Who has been appointed as Additional Secretary and Director General (Acquisition) in the Defence Ministry?
Y& vATerd | sifafvad Tt ofik weter® (3rRrewn & wu o frd fAgea far mar 82
(a) Smita Sarangi / Trar IR
(b) Arindam Bagchi /3{RcH ST
(c) Indra Mani Pandey /E_s{rffa[tﬂ%
(d) Tanu Singh / 79 Rig
(e) Samir Kumar Sinha /WW@%T
Ans. e
Sol. Samir Kumar Sinha takes over as DG (Acquisition) in Defence Ministry
Senior IAS officer Samir Kumar Sinha has been appointed as Additional Secretary and Director General (Acquisition) in the Defence Ministry.
Sinha, a 1994-batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer, is currently working in his Assam-Meghalaya cadre.
Bharat Harbanslal Khera, a 1995-batch IAS officer of the Himachal Pradesh cadre, has been appointed as Additional Secretary in the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution.
Chandra Bhushan Kumar will be Additional Secretary as well as Mission Director for the Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation's Jal
Jeevan Mission.
Puja Singh Mandol, currently Joint Director General in the Directorate General of Civil Aviation, has been appointed as Additional Secretary in
the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation.
Sanjeev Kumar Jindal, at present a Joint Secretary in the Home Ministry, will now be Additional Secretary.
Asit Gopal, Commissioner of Eklavya Model Residential School of the National Educational Society for Tribal Students under the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, has been named as Additional Secretary and Financial Advisor in the Ministry of Textiles.
Senior bureaucrat Tripti Gurha will be Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Women and Child Development.
Recent Appointment

¢ Member of (TRACTION & ROLLING STOCK) in Railways Board - Satish Kumar

e Post of Member (Operations & Business Development), Railway Board - Seema Kumar

e Secretary of Railway Board - Aruna Nayar

¢ MD of NIVEA India - Geetika Mehta

First woman DGP of Maharashtra - Rashmi Shukla (replace Rajnish Seth)
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135. Which of the following companies has unveiled the world’s first wireless transparent TV "Signature OLED"?
fFafafaa 4 3 fea st A gfar &1 ugar arRaw uRexi @t “RiR oLED" &7 3FT1aRvT fara 32

(a) Apple

(b) Panasonic

(c) Sony

(d) Samsung

(e) LG

Ans. e

Sol. LG unveils world's 1st wireless transparent OLED TV

LG Electronics has unveiled the world’s first wireless transparent TV.

Called LG Signature OLED T, the TV has a glass for a display that looks as if it disappears when turned off.

The TV combines transparent OLED technology with wireless AV transmission and reception for viewers to “see beyond the screen
and eliminating the need for visible wires around the screen”

The TV has a self-lit pixel technology that enables it to maintain the picture quality and it has a 4K resolution.

LG Signature OLED T offers two distinctive screen modes: transparent and black. In transparent mode, those watching the TV can
watch content overlapping with what's behind it. If you want to watch the TV in the traditional style, you can click on the remote
control to switch the screen to black.

OLED (Organic Light Emitting Diodes) is a flat light emitting technology, made by placing a series of organic thin films between two
conductors. When electrical current is applied, a bright light is emitted. OLEDs are emissive displays that do not require a backlight
and so are thinner and more efficient than LCD displays (which do require a white backlight).

LG Electronics Inc. is a South Korean multinational electronics company headquartered in Yeouido-dong, Seoul, South Korea.
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135. Which country has won the United Cup Title 2024?

e 3= A gATges wu fRaaTd 2024 Sitar 82

(a) Poland / ids

(b) USA / Judu

(c) Japan / SITUTH

(d) Australia / 3fTecfer

(e) Germany / STHAT

Ans. e

Sol. Zverev-led Germany beat Swiatek’s Poland to win United Cup

Germany defeated Poland 2-1 in a gripping United Cup final in Sydney. Alexander Zverev emerged as the hero for Germany, as his
performance saved two championship points against Poland's Hubert Hurkacz.

Zverev and Laura Siegemund defeated Hurkacz and Iga Swiatek 6-4, 5-7, 10-4 in a crucial mixed-doubles match at the Ken Rosewall
Arena, guiding Germany to the United Cup title.

Germany had a relatively poor group stage and just about qualified for the knockouts, but Zverev and Siegemund formed a
formidable pair to rescue their side by winning three deciders in as many days to lead their team to the title.
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136. The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) is organizing the Startup India Innovation Week
2024 from to .

I Had 3R 3iaie ATUR fTURT (DPIIT) | I T3 SfETT AT dih 2024 BT AT P BT &
(@) 11 January - 18 January / 11 SHa]T - 18 SHa]]

(b) 10 January - 18 January / 10 SIHa]} - 18 S-aR]

(c) 12 January - 18 January / 11 SHa]} - 18 SHaR]

(d) 9 January - 18 January / 9 SR - 18 SFaR]

(e) 13 January - 19 January /13 SHART - 19 SHa]]

Ans. b

Sol. DPIIT organizes Startup India Innovation Week 2024

The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) is organizing the Startup India Innovation Week 2024 from10

January to 18 January.

This week-long initiative seeks to unite startups, entrepreneurs, investors, policymakers, and stakeholders to celebrate and advance
the Indian Startup Ecosystem, culminating in the National Startup Day on January 16th, 2024.

The Startup India initiative was launched by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 16th January 2016 to build a strong ecosystem
for nurturing innovation, boosting startups, and encouraging investments in the startup ecosystem of the country.

The Indian startup ecosystem has grown from strength to strength over the years. It said, the number of recognized startups has
increased to over one lakh 17 lakh thousand from about four hundred startups in.2016.
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137. The Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO) has launched an indigenous assault rifle" for the armed
forces. What is the effective range of this rifle?
%&nargw‘armaﬁvﬁmﬁﬂa——r (DRDO) A TR dl & T Ter TRt Srifee ISwd Al-a D1 8| 37 ISHA B YU IS T
?

(@) 100 metres
(b) 200 metres
(c) 300 metres
(d) 400 metres
(e) 500 metres
Ans. e
Sol. DRDO launches ‘Ugram’ assault rifle for armed forces
The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has launched Ugram, a state-of-the-art assault rifle of the 7.62 x 51
mm calibre.
It has been indigenously designed, developed and manufactured in collaboration with a private industry partner.
The assault rifle has been designed for the operational requirements of armed forces, paramilitary and state police entities.
The first operational prototype of the rifle, which has been named Ugram, which means ferocious, was unveiled at the hands of Dr
Shailendra V Gade, Director General, Armament and Combat Engineering Systems of the DRDO in Pune.
The rifle has an effective range of 500 metres and weighs less than four kilograms and has been developed by DRDO'’s Pune-based
facility Armament Research and Development Establishments (ARDE) in collaboration with Hyderabad-based Dvipa Armour India
Private Limited.
About Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO)

e Founded - 1 January 1958

e Headquarters - New Delhi

e Motto - "Strength's Origin is in Knowledge"

Chairman - Dr. Samir V Kamat
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138. Hindustani classical singer and music maestro Ustad Rashid Khan passed away recently at the age of 55. In which year
he was honoured with Padma Bhushan Award, the third-highest civilian award in the country?

Rgart g T SR Aifia S¥TE I1G ARG T 6T 8Td of | 55 94 B Y | e g1 711 3% 59 adf e & dfier
T T8 ARG [RIGR U YU REPR I I fHar 1ar onr

(a) 2019

(b) 2022

(c) 2023

(d) 2017

(e) 2018

Ans. b

Sol. Music maestro Ustad Rashid Khan dies

Hindustani classical singer and music maestro Ustad Rashid Khan passed away in Kolkata at the age of 55.

Born in Badayun, Uttar Pradesh, Rashid Khan received his initial training from his maternal grand-uncle, Ustad Nissar Hussain Khan
(1909-1993). He gave his first concert at age eleven.

In April 1980, when Nissar Hussain Khan moved to Kolkata, Rashid Khan came to the city with his grandfather. Rashid Khan also
joined the ITC Sangeet Research Academy at the age of 14.

The vocalist won several awards including Padma Shri and the Sangeet Natak-Akademi Award in 2006. In 2022, he was honoured
with the Padma Bhushan, the third-highest civilian award of the country.

The West Bengal government also honoured Ustad Rashid Khan with Banga Bibhushan and Sangeet Mahasamman.
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139. Franz Beckenbauer has passed away recently at the age of 78. He was related to which sport?
Wil dh-Ta1aR BT 5T g1 | 78 AT &1 S | Y 81 T g1 98 fvw @ | waifda A2
(a) Hockey / HEDl
(b) Tennis / ¢
(c) Badminton /é@ﬁiﬁ
(d) Football / Eb_c’a\fﬂ
(e) Cricket / fhde
Ans.d
Sol. Football player Franz Beckenbauer passed away
Football player Franz Beckenbauer has died at the age of 78 in Germany.
Known in football-obsessed Germany as “the Kaiser” meaning “the Emperor”, Beckenbauer played a central role in some of the
country’s greatest sporting achievements.
He collected 103 caps for West Germany, winning the 1972 European championship and then the World Cup on home soil.
Franz Beckenbauer's Bayern Munich team was the best club side in the world during the mid-1970s.
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140. The Government of Maharashtra has declared a new Conservation Reserve in the forest land of district
namely 'Atpadi Conservation Reserve'.
fora Y a1 Yfer & * sreurSt Tveur feerd” A7 | T 4T Wvevr fvord aifta fear g1

(@) Ahmednagar / gHGTR
(b) Amravati / 3FFRTA!
(c) Osmanabad / SHIdI¢
(d) Kolhapur / ®1egTgR
(e) Sangli/ RIRI]|
Ans. e
Sol. Maharashtra govt declares new Atpadi Conservation Reserve in Sangli district
The Government of Maharashtra has declared a new Conservation Reserve in the forest land of Sangli district namely 'Atpadi
Conservation Reserve'.
The newly formed Atpadi Conservation Reserve connects the Maini Conservation Area in the west with the Maldhok Bird Sanctuary
in the northeast.
This will help in the protection of wildlife corridors and preserve the habitat of wolves, deer, foxes, civets and other mammals in the
area
This newly declared Conservation Reserve hosts three types of forest cover, Semi-evergreen, moist deciduous and dry deciduous.
36 tree species, 116 herb species, 15 shrub species, 14 vine species and 1 parasitic plant are found in this area. The Atpadi
Conservation Reserve will help preserve the habitat of wolves, jackals, deer, foxes, civets, rabbits and other mammals in the area.
About Maharashtra

e Capital - Mumbai

e Chief Minister - Eknath Sindhe

e Deputy Chief Minister - Devendra Fadnavis & Ajit Pawar

Governor - Ramesh Bais
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141. Which state government has launched the "Ram Lalla Darshan” (Ayodhya Dham) scheme under which, 20,000 eligible residents of
the state will be taken to the holy city for pilgrimage every year?
5 o0 WRBR A " AT R (SRATEAT Y1) TS I Dt 8, OIS agd Isg & 20,000 9T fAarRial Y g% ara &t aren & foe ufes
TEY A ST STEI?
(a) Madhya Pradesh / AT Y=
(b) West Bengal / TS| S
(c) Assam / 39H
(d) Andhra Pradesh / 3fi¢J TGl
(e) Chhattisgarh /@_rﬁﬂ"'l?,!'
Ans. e
Sol. Chhattisgarh govt launches ‘Ramlala Darshan’ scheme
Chhattisgarh CM Vishnu Deo Sai has launched the "Ram Lala Darshan" (Ayodhya Dham) Yojana.
Under the scheme, 20,000 eligible residents of the State would be taken to the holy city for pilgrimage every year.
The Chhattisgarh Tourism Board will implement the scheme and the budget for it will be provided by the Tourism Department.
It added that those between the age of 18 and 75 years and found fit in the health examination by District Medical Board will be considered
eligible for the trip under this scheme. In the first phase, however, this facility will be made available for people of age above 55 years.
From different points in Chhattisgarh, batches of pilgrims will be taken to the main destination of Ayodhya Dham in Uttar Pradesh in trains. The
trip will also include a visit to Varanasi where they will go to Kashi Vishwanath Temple Corridor and witness the Ganga Aarti.
The distance to be covered under this trip to Ayodhya will be approximately 900 kilometres, for which an MoU will be signed between
Chhattisgarh Tourism Board and Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation.
About Chhattisgarh

e Capital - Raipur

¢ Chief Minister — Vishnu Deo Sai (replace Bhupesh Baghel)

e Deputy CM - Arun Sao & Vijay Sharma

e Governor - Biswabhusan Harichandan

Speaker of Chhattisgarh Assembly - Dr. Raman Singh
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142. Who has inaugurated and laid the foundation stones of 29 national highway projects worth Rs 4,000 crore in Punjab?
USITd # 4,000 RIS TUY B 29 TR ISHERT AT BT Igure R Rrar=ury fam faar g2
(@) Anurag Thakur / 3R TP
(b) Piyush Goyal / TS @
(c) Narendra Modi /ﬂi‘s{IﬁIﬂ
(d) Nitin Gadkari / ffd TSt
(€) Amit Shah / 3{f¥d T8
Ans.d
Sol. Nitin Gadkari inaugurates, lays foundation stones of 29 highway projects worth
Union Minister Nitin Gadkari has inaugurated and laid foundation stones of 29 national highway projects worth Rs 4,000 crore in
Punjab.
The projects included Ladhowal bypass in Ludhiana, six-lane flyover and two-lane road over bridge in Ludhiana, four laning of
Jalandhar-Kapurthala section, and three bridges on the Jalandhar-Makhu Rsssoad.
Gadkari laid the foundation stones of several projects, including four laning of Hoshiarpur-Phagwara Road and four laning of
Ferozepur bypass.
Five greenfield expressways and economic corridors are being built at a cost of Rs 1.20 lakh crore for better connectivity from
Punjab to Delhi, Chandigarh, Rajasthan, Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, and Haryana.
Nitin Gadkari In News

e Nitin Gadkari inaugurates and lays foundation stone of 12 National Highway projects in Kerala

e Nitin Gadkari addresses 5th edition of India STEM Summit 2023 in New Delhi

e Nitin Gadkari launches India Jewellery Shopping Festival (IJSF) 2023

Nitin Gadkari launches Bharat NCAP (New Car Assessment Programe)
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143. In January 2024, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated and laid the foundation stone of multiple development projects worth over 30,500
crore rupees in which state?

STast 2024 ¥, U w R Wi 7 5w 359 W 30,500 RIS IUA A 4w B H e ufaierie w1 Igute iR Rraawy fear 82

(a) Maharashtra / HeIRTY

(b) Tamil Nadu / dffrerg

(c) Gujarat / [oRTd

(d) Himachal Pradesh / %Wm

(e) Punjab / USTld
Ans. a
Sol. PM Modi inaugurated & laid foundation stone of multiple development projects in Maharashtra
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated and laid the foundation stone of multiple development projects worth over 30,500 crore rupees in
Maharashtra.
Modi has inaugurated Atal Bihari Vajpayee Sewari - Nhava Sheva Atal Setu to improve ease of mobility by strengthening urban transport infrastructure. Atal
Setu has been constructed at a total cost of more than 17,840 crore rupees.
It is about a 21.8 km long 6-lane bridge having about 16.5 km length over sea and about 5.5 km an the land. Prime Minister Modi had laid the foundation
stone of the bridge in December 2016.
Modi also laid the foundation stone of the underground road tunnel connecting Eastern Freeway's Orange Gate to Marine Drive. The 9.2 Km tunnel will be
built at a cost of more than 8,700 crore rupees. It will be a significant infrastructure development in Mumbai which will reduce travel time between Orange
Gate and Marine Drive.
Prime Minister also inaugurated Bharat Ratnam for Gems and Jewellery sector at Santacruz Electronic Export Processing Zone- Special Economic Zone, which
is the first of its kind in India with the best available machines in the world including 3D Metal printing.
PM Modi in News
e PM inaugurates Kochi-Lakshadweep Islands Submarine Optical Fibre Connection
e PM Modi inaugurates new terminal building at Tiruchirappalli airport
e PM Modi attend DGP conference at Jaipur
PM Modi inaugurates Kashi Tamil Sangamam 2.0 in Varanasi
PM Modi inaugurates second Delhi-Varanasi Vande Bharat Express
PM Modi inaugurated Surat Diamond Exchange in Gujara
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144. Which state government has launched the Blue Carbon Agency to preserve and restore coastal ecosystems?
fra vsu R A ada uiifRifast 93 ot WRfe o it o= & g s w1 weid! @i @1 382

(a) Maharashtra / HEIRTY

(b) Tamil Nadu / ATHHTg

(c) Gujarat / 1[sIRTd
(d) Himachal Pradesh / fgHTard ge=n

(e) Punjab / USlld
Ans. b
Sol. Tamil Nadu launched special vehicle to restore coastal ecosystems
Tamil Nadu government has launched the Tamil Nadu Blue Carbon Agency to preserve and restore coastal ecosystems.
This part of the Tamil Nadu Coastal Mission was announced in the 2023-24 state budget, with a Rs 2000 crore cost backed by World
Bank funding.
A special-purpose vehicle called the Tamil Nadu Blue Carbon Agency has been set up for preservation and restoration of coastal
ecosystems, including mangroves, corals, seagrass, and salt marshes.
This is a significant move towards environmental conservation, focusing on protection and revitalisation of the state's coastal
ecology.
About Tamil Nadu

e Formation - 26 January 1950

e Capital - Chennai

e Chief Minister - M K Stalin

Governor - R N Ravi
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145. The International Labour Organization (ILO) has projected a modest rise in the global unemployment rate to how
much percent in 2024, citing an increase in joblessness across advanced economies?

SARTPRT 9 TS (1L0) A I rfcaawraf # RIS # g HT garam &d g€, 2024 # dffye RIS} &R # fHa- ufawra o1
AR gfes T U TEIT 82

(@) 3.2%

(b) 4.2%

(c) 5.2%

(d) 6.2%

(e) 7.2%
Ans. c

Sol. Global unemployment seen inching up to 5.2% in 2024: ILO

The International Labour Organization (ILO), a United Nations agency, has projected a modest rise in the global unemployment rate
to 5.2% in 2024, citing an increase in joblessness across advanced economies.

According to the ILO's 2024 World Employment and Social Qutlook report, the anticipated rise would result in the global
unemployment rate inching up from 5.1% recorded in 2023.

The report forecasts that the number of unemployed individuals globally will surge by two million, contributing to the uptick in the
unemployment rate.

Despite a brief growth spurt as countries recovered from the pandemic, the ILO highlighted that aggregate labour productivity
growth had swiftly returned to the sluggish pace observed over the previous decade.
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146. Which country has launched the Green Fuels Alliance India (GFAI) initiative to boost collaborative efforts between the
two countries in the sustainable energy solutions sector?
e 331 A RwTe; Sof JHTU™ &7 A G <=M & i JAgT TS TaTHi D ge1dl e+ & ford Wi We iy $f$ar (GFAI)
TEd Y& B 67
(a) Netherland /:ﬂﬁg
(b) Denmark / STHH
(c) Brazil / CISI]
(d) Finland / fcis
(e) Scotland / Wicas
Ans. b
Sol. Denmark introduced green fuels alliance in India.
Denmark has launched the Green Fuels Alliance India (GFAI) initiative to boost collaborative efforts between the two countries in the
sustainable energy solutions sector and advance their joint global goal towards carbon neutrality.
The new alliance is a strategic initiative poised to play a pivotal role in advancing the green fuels sector, including green hydrogen,
by fostering innovation, collaboration, and partnerships between Danish industries and their counterparts in India.
GFAl's primary objective is to promote sustainable energy growth in India by establishing an ecosystem that encourages
collaboration among businesses, government entities, research institutions, and financial stakeholders from both the Indian and
Danish sectors.
The GFAI aligns with India's goal of achieving carbon neutrality by 2070 and Denmark'’s by 2050.
About Denmark
e Capital- Copenhagen
e Currency- Danish krone
e Prime Minister - Mette Frederiksen
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147. After Zanzibar, in which country will IIT Madras open its new campus?
WG & 916, 3TS3ge! Aard fod 3=1 F 3o a1 uRwR @ie

(a) Malaysia /H?@'RJT

(b) Maldives / HTeIdld

(c) Bhutan / ¥l
(d) Vietham / BRG]

(e) Sri Lanka / SINEa]
Ans. e
Sol. lIT Madras to open new campus at Kandy in Sri Lanka
Sri Lanka’s Education minister Dr. Susil Premajayantha has said that a new campus of IIT Madras would be started in Kandy in Sri
Lanka.
The proposal was part of the Budget 2024 presented by Sri Lanka President Ranil Wickremasinghe in his capacity as Finance
Minister.
Dr. Premajayantha added that a team of academics would be sent by his ministry to IIT Madras before the team from IIT would visit
Sri Lanka for starting the Campus.
Earlier in December it was announced that IIT Delhi is scheduled to inaugurate a campus in Abu Dhabi, while IIT Madras has
established a presence in Zanzibar, focusing on addressing the educational needs of African countries.
This initiative underscores the internationalization efforts within the Indian education sector.
IITs in News
e ArcelorMittal partners with IIT Madras to create Hyperloop facility in Tamil Nadu
e Reliance Jio joins hands with IIT Bombay to launch Bharat GPT
e |IT Guwahati collaborated with Assam govt's Arohan Scheme over STEM
Indian Navy signed MoU with IIT Kanpur to promote technology development
Global cyber security company Kaspersky and IIT Delhi signed an agreement to jointly work on cybersecurity-related research
and educational initiatives at the institute.
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148. Who has been appointed as the Managing Director for Experian in India?
YRd § TRIIIfa & uay fere & wu § 5w g far man g2

(@) Manish Jain / Y o

(b) Neeraj Akhoury / RS SraRt

(c) Pramod Sharma /El'liﬁ"c{‘\fﬂilf

(d) Parminder Chopra / WA EﬁTET

(e) Vivek Srivastava / fad® Jiaraa

Ans. a

Sol. Credit bureau Experian appointed Manish Jain as MD for India

Experian, a leading global information services company, has appointed Manish Jain as its new Country Managing Director for
Experian in India.

He will lead the company’s strategic initiatives, drive business growth, and cultivate strong partnerships with clients and
stakeholders.

Manish Jain has more than two and a half decades of experience in financial services and technology.

Before joining Experian, Manish led transformative initiatives in global organizations, ensuring sustainable business expansion.
He served as the Co-Founder and Chief Executive Officer of Excelrate, and in this role, he advised organizations on their growth
strategies and implemented large-scale plans in the banking industry for the faster realization of their revenue goals.

Recent Appointment
e Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution - Bharat Harbanslal Khera

e Additional Secretary as well as Mission Director for the Dept of Drinking Water and Sanitation’'s Jal Jeevan Mission -
Chandra Bhushan Kumar
Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation - Puja Singh Mandol
Additional Secretary of Home Ministry - Sanjeev Kumar Jindal
Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Women and Child Development - Tripti Gurha
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149. The Rural Development Ministry has signed an MoU with which bank to facilitate enterprise financing for rural self-
help groups (SHG)?

yTHIvT AT HaATera A Arior Wad erdar 9! (U & fore Suw faaaiwur Y gfaer & fore f5w s & a1y ve gwshan
MU W gHIER U 82

(a) State Bank of India / HRd1g W< d%

(b) Punjab National Bank / ST ARMd §

(c) UCO Bank / g&! §&

(d) Indian Bank /3'%'&7[%

(e) Canara Bank / FTRI SH

Ans. a
Sol. Rural Development Ministry signs pact with SBI to facilitate loans for SHGs
The Rural Development Ministry and the State Bank of India have signed an MoU to facilitate enterprise financing for rural self-help
groups (SHQG).
The MoU was signed by Additional Secretary Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana - National Rural Livelihoods Mission, Charanjit Singh and
Chief General Manager, State Bank of India, Corporate office Mumbai, Shantanu Pendsey.
State Bank of India introduced a specialised financial product Svyam Siddha, exclusively tailored for SHG women entrepreneurs
seeking loans up to Rs 5 lakhs.
This initiative is designed to alleviate the challenges associated with extensive documentation requirements for bank loan
applications and reduce the turnaround time (TAT).
Recent MoUs Signed in Banking Sector
e REC Limited and Bank of Baroda join hands to finance Power, Infra, and Logistics Projects
e NABARD and ADB jointly launch climate action initiative in India with Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
e SBI to sign $165 million LoC with World Bank for rooftop solar projects
Karur Vysya Bank, HDFC Life enter into corporate agency tie-up
Aditya Birla Sun Life collaborates with IDFC First Bank for financial solutions
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150. Sheetal Devi, the teenage armless archer who has widely earned recognition for India through her performance in
para-archery, was conferred with the Arjuna Award by President Droupadi Murmu. She is from which state/UTs?

W AR # v wexi= & A1ead | URA & e Amues gga sifvfa a1 arelt fF@=iR g1y e e <haa 34t &1 gy
21d) g4 gRT 3 RIPR A GrIfId fbar wan| 98 f6d Trsu/9hg Iiid uewr @ @2

(@) Jammu and Kashmir/ﬂﬂixﬁ?

(b) Gujarat / eIRTd

(c) Himachal Pradesh / fea=a v

(d) Punjab / USITd

(e) Ladakh / dgld

Ans. a

Sol. Sheetal Devi, the world's first armless woman archer won Arjuna Award

Sheetal Devi, the teenaged armless archer who has widely earned recognition for India through her performance in para-archery,
was conferred with the Arjuna Award, one of the country's top civilian honours by President Droupadi Murmu.

Arjuna Awardee Sheetal Devi is a para-archer from Jammu and Kashmir.

She emerged as the first armless woman to clinch a Para World Archery Championships medal in 2023. She defeated Singapore's
Alim Nur Syahidah 144-142 in the gold medal-deciding fixture.

Sheetal scripted history at the Para Asian Games 2023 in Hangzhou, China, by winning three medals - two gold and one silver.
Devi, notably, became the first Indian woman to win two gold medals in a single edition of the Asian Para Games in October 2023.
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151. In Swachh Survekshan Awards 2023, Indore and Surat are the ‘cleanest cities’ in India. This is the ______ time that Indore
has won the accolade of the cleanest city in India.

TS A& [REPR 2023 H, SERSMPAYRT S A WO IS 8198 IR € 99 5eR - URd T Jad 93 @R Bl
REPR ST g

(a) 5th

(b) 6th

(c) 7th

(d) 8th

(e) 4th

Ans. c

Sol. Swachh Survekshan Awards 2023: Indore, Surat ‘cleanest cities’ in India

Indore and Surat were declared the joint cleanest cities of India as part of the Swachh Survekshan Awards 2023 presented by
President Draupadi Murmu in the category of more than one lakh population.

This was the seventh time that Indore won the accolade of the cleanest city in India

Saswad in Maharashtra got the cleanest city award for urban centres with less than 1 lakh population while Patan in Chattisgarh and
Lonavla in Maharashtra were the second and third cleanest cities.

Meanwhile, Maharashtra got the first prize for cleanliness in the state category, Madhya Pradesh got second and Chhattisgarh got
the award of third cleanest state. Varanasi and Prayagraj in Uttar Pradesh clinched the top spots as the Cleanest Ganga Towns.

One lakh sites in 4,447 cities were accessed for this Swachh Survekshan and responses of twelve crore citizens were taken. He said,
in 2014 only 15 to 16 percent of waste was scientifically processed and currently 76 percent of waste is being processed.

Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh Vishnu Deo Sai said that since the inception of the Swachh Survekshan Award in 2017, the state has
received 67 awards. He added that is a great moment for Chhattisgarh, to secure third position in the state category.
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152. In January 2024, Adani Group unveiled India’s First Medium Altitude Long Endurance Drone for the Navy. What is the
name of this drone?

SaRY 2024 ¥, 3gHT TG A AT & T URA & Ugd Hifsaw twRiegs a1 TSNy SiF &1 3FTERT fhar| 39 S &1
w1 37

(a) Srishti 10 'Starliner’

(b) Drishti 20 'Starliner

(c) Drishti 10 'Starliner

(d) Srishti 20 'Starliner’

(e) Dhurv 10 'Starliner’

Ans. c

Sol. Adani Group Unveils India's First Medium Altitude, Long Endurance Drone

Chief of Naval Staff Admiral R Hari Kumar has flagged off the first indigenously manufactured "Drishti 10 Starliner" Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle (UAV) for the Navy.

Drishti 10 'Starliner' is an advanced Intelligence, Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR) platform with 36 hours endurance, 450 kgs
payload capacity, the only all-weather military platform with STANAG 4671 certification, and clear to fly in both segregated and
unsegregated airspace.

The sophisticated, state-of-the-art UAV marks a significant step towards strategic autonomy and technological leadership in high-
endurance, combat-proven, and indigenized advanced aerial systems.

The flag-off ceremony took place at Adani Aerospace Park in Hyderabad. Adani Defence and Aerospace is building capabilities to
help achieve self-reliance in defence and security and also take a global leadership position in the sector.

Adani Defence and Aerospace has already established capabilities in a wide domain such as small arms, unmanned aerial vehicles,
radars, defence electronics and avionics, tactical communication systems and electro-optical systems to support the Army and other
paramilitary forces.
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153. Who has been appointed by New Zealand Cricket (NZC) as the bowling coach of the men's team for the upcoming
five-match T201 home series against Pakistan?

ot fpdre (NzC) A Ifrea™ & faTw MMt uig A9l 31 T201 TR a1 & T 3w &9 &1 Aeare oig fHd fFge
fPar 82

(a) Daniel Vettori / Sfad faert

(b) Brendon McCullum /a@rﬁw

(c) Stephen Fleming / TH TafHT

(d) Chris Cairns / forg =g

(e) Andre Adams / 31ig TSR]

Ans. e

Sol. New Zealand appoints Adams as bowling coach

New Zealand Cricket (NZC) has appointed former all-rounder Andre Adams as the bowling coach of the men's team for the
upcoming five-match T20l home series against Pakistan.

The 48-year-old will join head coach Gary Stead's group, which also consists of Luke Ronchi as batting coach.

This appointment comes after Shane Jurgensen stepped down from his role following the 2023 ODI World Cup. Adams, who has
previously played one Test, 42 ODlIs, and four T20ls for New Zealand, brings a wealth of experience to the role.

Adams' coaching career includes a successful stint with the Australia domestic side New South Wales, where he was instrumental in
helping Mitchell Starc regain form in 2019. He also worked with the Sydney Sixers'in the Big Bash League (BBL) and with Auckland,
contributing to the development of Lockie Ferguson's career
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154. Rashtriya Yuva Diwas, commonly known as National Youth Day is observed every year on
which day?

IPTT gar feaw, ford SmaaiR uv wfhy gar feaw & w0 § &1 Srar 8, 8¢ e fon = weiman wiman 32
(@) 11 January / 11

(b) 12 January / 12 STHaRt

(c) 13 January / 13 SRt

(d) 9 January / 9 SFIaR]

(e) 10 January / 10 STHaRt

Ans. b

Sol. 12 January - National Youth Day

Rashtriya Yuva Diwas, commonly known as National Youth Day, is observed on Swami Vivekananda's birth
anniversary.

This day serves to raise awareness and impart knowledge about the rights of individuals in India,
emphasizing the importance of proper conduct within the nation.

The primary goal of this celebration is to inspire and motivate the youth, disseminating the ideals
propagated by Swami Vivekananda to contribute towards creating a more promising future for the
country.

In 1984, the Indian government initially announced the observance of Swami Vivekananda's birthday,
specifically on January 12, as National Youth Day.
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155. Union Ayush Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has laid the foundation stone of the permanent campus of the Regional
Research Institute for Homoeopathy and Integrated Ayush Wellness Centre in which city?

S gy H Fat+ic Fare A g Tew § &g gt SFRUT SR 3R THIpd Y Hedrvr $g & T ufR B
MR ¥ 82

(a) Bengaluru /W

(b) New Delhi / 7S fceht

(c) Guwahati / qamé’r

(d) Ahmedabad / 3gHaldlc

(€) Mumbai / 458

Ans. c

Sol. Sarbananda Sonowal laid foundation stone of the Regional Research Institute for Homoeopathy at Guwahati

Union Ayush Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has laid the foundation stone of the permanent campus of the Regional Research
Institute for Homoeopathy and Integrated Ayush Wellness Centre at Azara, Guwahati.
A total amount of Rs. 53.89 cr has been sanctioned for this project.
This Institute was established as a Clinical Research Unit of Homeopathy in 1984 in the rented building at Odalbakra, Guwahati.
Presently it is situated at Bhetapara, Guwahati in old building of Central Ayurveda Research Institute.
The Institute is providing laboratory services at very nominal rates and successfully completed clinical trials on Skin disorders,
Cholera /Gastroenteritis, chronic sinusitis & bronchitis, Influenza like illness, uterine fibroid, otitis media, Hypertension, vitiligo,
psoriasis, migraine etc.
Sarbananda Sonowal in News
e Sarbananda Sonowal launches Port Health Organization under Sagar Setu
e Sarbananda Sonowal launches 3rd edition of Global India Maritime Summit
e Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurates DGNSS "SAGAR SAMPARK
Sarbananda Sonowal launches 'SAGAR SAMRIDDHI'
Sarbananda Sonowal flags off India's 1st International Cruise Vessel from Chennai to Sri Lanka
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156. Which defence force will observe 2024 as the “Year of Technology Absorption”?

P T T&IT 9 2024 BT "MeNfrs! =iy g & =0 & AT

(@) Indian Army / YR I

(b) Indian Air Force / ‘l-ﬂ??'ﬂ'anﬁﬁﬂT

(c) Indian Navy / YR AT

(d) Indian Coast Guard / YR de &

(e) National Security Guard /TI'@'C[ER&‘HTI'I@

Ans. a

Sol. 2024 is "Year of Technology Absorption’ for Army

The year 2024 will be observed as the "Year of Technology Absorption” by the Indian Army.

This theme underscores our commitment to leverage technology as a catalyst for transformative change, as well as to utilise in-
house expertise to innovate solutions to our operational and logistic requirements and give shape to these projects in collaboration
with the domestic defence industry.

The Indian Army personnel are being trained to leverage technology and exploit the cyber domain effectively through
institutionalised, procedural and technological measures.

Project SAMBHAV is an end-to-end, secure, network-agnostic mobile ecosystem to provide secure communication with instant
connectivity on the move.

Operating on state-of-the-art contemporary 5G technology, it represents a significant leap forward in India's defence capability.

A project that will not only set the stage for productive and fruitful employment of more than 62,000 Indian Army soldiers retiring
every year but also empower the skilling & employment of our veterans.
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157. Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia has announced the inauguration of five new airports in which state?
AT Iga WAl suifarifess Riftrm 3 forw Iroa A uiw ¢ ga1S 3rgl & Sgute @1 UIyu B 32
(a) Uttar Pradesh / IR U
(b) Gujarat / I[eIRId
(c) Rajasthan / XTSIRITH
(d) Maharashtra / HeIRTY
(e) Uttarakhand / STRIES
Ans. a
Sol. Uttar Pradesh to welcome 5 new airports in expansion drive
Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia has announced the inauguration of five new airports in Uttar Pradesh.
New airports in Azamgarh, Aligarh, Moradabad, Chitrakoot, and Shravasti aim to improve air connectivity in the state, facilitating
greater accessibility and economic development.
About Uttar Pradesh
e Capital - Lucknow
¢ Chief Minister — Yogi Adityanath
e Governor - Anandiben Patel
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158. Which country will publish a bill that will legalize same-sex marriage in a bid to eliminate discrimination based on
sexual orientation?

P T W T T & YR W NEHTT P WH B4 & foe Iueie faarg o1 3y a9 arar fagas uwiiRiag $3m?

(a) Netherland / Flexdls
(b) Greece / g

() Brazil / STSildl
(d) Finland /ﬁv—"@g
(e) Scotland / Thlcas

Ans. b
Sol. Greece drafts bill to legalize same-sex marriage
Greece will publish a bill shortly that will legalize same-sex marriage in‘a bid to eliminate discrimination based on sexual orientation,
Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis said
Greece has implemented a series of reforms over the past decade to improve LGBT+ rights in the country where the Orthodox
Church has long opposed equal rights for same-sex couples.
Mitsotakis, who is trying to break away from the traditional image of a conservative leader, has drafted a national strategy on LGBT+
rights that may win support from the left but create opposition in more conservative quarters.
In 2015, Greece recognised cohabitation agreements for same-sex couples providing them with some rights and benefits, but they
are still not allowed to have or adopt children as a couple.
About Greece

e C(Capital - Athens

e Currency - Euro (€)

e Official languages - Greek, Modern Greek

Prime Minister - Kyriakos Mitsotakis
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159. Consider the following statements about the Henley Passport Index 2024:
(i) France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Singapore, and Spain have been ranked at the top in the Henley Passport Index.
(ii) Japan and Singapore have continued to top the list for six years now.
(iii) India and Kazakhstan stand at the 80th rank in the list of most powerful passports with 62 destinations.
(iv) The least powerful passport in the world is Afghanistan. It ranked at 108th spot with access to 28 countries.
Find the CORRECT statements-
(@) Only i
(b) Only iii
(©) Only i &ii
(d) Only iii & iv
(e) All are correct
Ans. a
Sol. Henley Passport Index 2024; India ranks 80th
The Henley Passport Index 2024 has been released to highlight the "power" of passports of 199 countries.
The index, which ranks countries based on the number of destinations that allow visa-free entry to their passport was topped by France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Singapore, and Spain.
Passports of all these countries have visa-free access to 194 destinations, three more than last year.
Japan and Singapore have continued to top the list for five years now.
South Korea, Sweden, and Finland rose one spot to take joint second place, with access to 193 countries.
Austria, Denmark, Ireland, and the Netherlands shared third place, allowing travel to 192 places.
The UK, Belgium, Luxemburg, Norway, and Portugal ranked fourth with access to 191 destinations.
Canada, Hungry, and the US at seventh position with access to 188 destinations.
India and Uzbekistan stand at the 80th rank in the list of most powerful passports with 62 destinations. Its passport has visa-free access to 62 nations, including Angola, Barbados, Bhutan, Bolivia,
Djibouti, El Salvador, Jamaica, Jordan, Kenya, Malaysia, Mauritius, Nepal, Qatar and Zimbabwe.
In 2023, too, India's passport was ranked at the 80th spot, up five places from 2022. However, the number of visa-free destinations has jumped from 57 to 62 this year.
Which are the least powerful passports in the world?
e The least powerful passport in the world is Afghanistan. It ranked at 104th spot with access to 28 countries. It'is followed by Syria (103), Iraq (102), Pakistan (101) and Yemen (100).
Which passports have shown the most improvement in ranking?
e  The United Arab Emirates was the fastest climber over the past decade, jumping to 11th place and offering access to 183 destinations without a visa. China, up two spots this year to 62nd
place, has visa-free access to 85 destinations — almost twice as many as ten years ago.
Recent index
. Mercer's Quality of Living City Index 2023 - Rank 1. Vienna (Austria), Rank 2. Zurich (Switzerland), Rank 3. Vancouver (Canada), Hyderabad (153rd), Pune (154th), Chennai (161st),
Mumbai (164th), Kolkata (170th), New Delhi (172nd), Khartoum (Sudan) at the bottom-most position (241st spot).
Climate Change Performance Index 2023 - India ranked 7th
World Digital Competitiveness Ranking 2023 - India ranked 49th; topped by US
Global Unicorn Rankings - Rank 1. USA, Rank 2. China, Rank 3. India
Inclusiveness index by US varsity - India ranked 117th; topped by - New Zealand
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160. Indian Bank has partnered with FPL Technologies to launch the ‘Indian Bank one co-branded credit card’ powered by Visa and RuPay. Where is
the headquarters of Indian Bank?

e 9@ A Fie ok ¥ gRT AT '$f$ 9 a1 He-siss shfse F18' Al $3 & g vwdiva caaisie & AT AQeR! Bt g1 §$99 % 31
TSI Hl 87

(a) Bengaluru /a""l?\lfx’T

(b) New Delhi / 7T facett

(c) Chennai /%ﬂé

(d) Gandhinagar / TR

(€) Mumbai / 48%

Ans. c
Sol. Indian Bank launches 'Indian Bank One Co-Branded Credit Card'

Indian Bank has launched an ‘Indian Bank One co-branded credit card” with FPL Technologies.
Leveraging the Visa and RuPay platforms, these cards will be issued by Indian Bank and managed by FPL Technologies.
The Indian Bank One co-branded credit card boasts of international validity with a 1% forex fee and aims to offer a range of features tailored to the diverse
needs of digitally savvy Indian consumers.
"By offering the card on not one but two networks, we aim to introduce a new paradigm in credit accessibility and usability,” said Anurag Sinha, Co-founder &
CEO of FPL Technologies.
About Indian Bank

¢ Founded - 1907

o Headquarters - Chennai, Tamil Nadu

e MD & CEO - Shanti Lal Jain

e Tagline - Your Own Bank
Recent Facilities Launched in Banking & Insurance Sector

e Indusind Bank lunched ‘Samman RuPay Credit Card’ exclusively for government employees.

e Canara Bank to launch Data Analytics center in Bengaluru from 1 April

e Bank of India introduced Super Special Fixed Deposit with intrest rate of 7.50% per annum

¢ Indusind Bank has launched the ‘Indusind Bank eSvarna’, India’s first Corporate Credit Card on RuPay network.

Kotak Mahindra Life Insurance launched T.U.L.I.P (Term with Unit Linked Insurance Plan) Product
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161. Tshering Tobgay has become prime minister for a second time in which country?
T i fory A & gt IR v WA 99 72

(a) Malaysia /H?@WT

(b) Maldives / HIcTaId

(c) Bhutan / ¥l
(d) Vietham / BRG]

(e) Sri Lanka / SINEa]
Ans. c
Sol. Bhutan's Tshering Tobgay becomes PM for second time
Bhutanese voters have elected Tshering Tobgay to become Prime Minister for a second time after his party won nearly two-thirds of
seats.
Tobgay, head of the liberal People's Democratic Party (PDP), who served as prime minister of the Himalayan kingdom from 2013 to
2018, won 30 of 47 seats in Tuesday's election, official figures showed.
Bhutan also lies sandwiched between the globe's two most populous countries, China and India, who watched the vote with keen
interest as they eye strategic contested border zones.
Bhutan is a landlocked mountain nation of about 800,000 people, similar in area to Switzerland.
Newly Appointed Prime Minister & President
e Prime Minister of France - Gabriel Attal (replace Elisabeth Borne)
e Prime Minister of Bangladesh — Sheikh Hasina (5™ term)
e President of Congo - Felix Tshisekedi (2nd term)
President of Egypt - Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi (3" term)
Prime Minister of Poland - Donald Tusk
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162. Maheshwar Rao has been appointed as Managing Director of which Metro Rail Corporation Limited?
AR Id &) fhy At Yo HTuRRF faftes &1 yay R fFgea forar mar @2
(a) Bengaluru /W
(b) Jaipur / SIIYR
(c) Hyderabad /%WTCI
(d) Ahmedabad / 3fgHcldlg
(€) Mumbai / 4&s
Ans. a
Sol. Maheshwar Rao appointed as MD of Bangalore Metro
The Union Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs has appointed Maheshwar Rao as the full-time managing director of Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation
Limited (BMRCL).
The appointment addresses the demand for a full-time MD, which has been persistent since the former MD, Anjum Parvez, assumed the additional chief
secretary role in rural development last year.
Rao has served as the commissioner of industrial development and director of industries and commerce. He has also served as the deputy commissioner and
district magistrate in Dakshina Kannada and Mandya districts.
BMRCL recently reached a new milestone when it recorded a whopping 2 crore ridership in December 2023—around 6.8 lakh passengers on an average
daily—fetching a fare revenue of Rs 55 crore.
The boost in ridership came after BMRCL opened the missing link between Baiyappanahalli and KR Puram, which increased the ridership from 6.4 lakh in
October to 6.6 lakh in November last year.
Bengaluru's metro network spans 73.81 km with phase 1 connecting Kadugodi and Challaghatta (East-West corridor) with Silk Institute and Nagasandra
(South-North corridor).
Recent Appointment
e MD of Experian India - Manish Jain
¢ Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution - Bharat Harbanslal Khera
e Additional Secretary as well as Mission Director for the Dept of Drinking Water and Sanitation's Jal Jeevan Mission - Chandra Bhushan Kumar
Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation - Puja Singh Mandol
Additional Secretary of Home Ministry - Sanjeev Kumar Jindal
Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Women and Child Development - Tripti Gurha
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163. Who has been appointed as the Representative of the United States on the Executive Board of the World Health
Organization (WHO)?

fay WA W69 (WHO) & SFTISRI 918 T Ty sy AR & wlafafy & & u § frd forge foear man @2

(a) Smita Sarangi /@IHTFI'R'T?[

(b) Arindam Bagchi /G{ﬁ_c{ﬂﬁmﬁﬁ

(c) Indra Mani Pandey / s‘s:rrfﬁTtn%

(d) Tanu Singh /Flﬂﬁi_s'

(e) Vivek Murthy / ﬁ%ﬁ[ﬁ

Ans. e

Sol. Vivek Murthy appoints as US Representative on WHO Board

President Joe Biden has reappointed Indian American Surgeon General Vivek Murthy to serve as Representative of the United States
on the Executive Board of the World Health Organization.

The White House re-sent Murthy’s nomination as a representative to WHO as his confirmation has been pending in the Senate since
October 2022. He will continue his duties as Surgeon General.

The first Surgeon General of Indian descent, Vivek Hallegere Murthy, was confirmed by the US Senate in March 2021 to serve as the

21st Surgeon General under Biden. He previously served as the 19th Surgeon General under President Barack Obama.

Recent Appointment in Foreign
e Secretary General of BIMSTEC - Indra Mani Pandey (replace Tenzin Lekphell, Bhutan)
e 'Class C' Director on Board of Directors of Federal Reserve Bank of New York - Rajiv Shah
e Executive Director of Asian Development Bank (ADB) - Vikas Sheel (for 3 years)
Adviser to the Executive Director of ADB - Smita Sarangi
Counsellor (Economic) in the Embassy of India in Beijing - Kalyan Revella (for 3 years)
Ambassador/Permanent Representative (PR) in World Trade Organization (WTO) - Senthil Pandian
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164. In January 2024, who among the following has been appointed as the member of the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC)?
a3 2024 ®, fFaferfad # § o9 99 A |aT SIMART (UPSC) & ded & w4 | faga fvar man g2
(a) Smita Sarangi / Trar IR
(b) Sheel Vardhan Singh / ¥ffd a¢iF Rig
(c) Indra Mani Pandey /E_s{rffa[tﬂ%
(d) Tanu Singh / 79 Rig
(e) Vivek Murthy / Wlﬂﬁ
Ans. b
Sol. Sheel Vardhan Singh Assumes Role As UPSC Member
The Central government has appointed former Central Industrial Security Force Director General Sheel Vardhan Singh as a member of the Union
Public Service Commission (UPSC).
Singh is a 1986-batch IPS officer.
The President appointed Sheel Vardhan Singh as Member Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) under Article 316 (11) of the Constitution of
India.
The term of his appointment will be regulated in accordance with the provisions of Article 316(2) of the Constitution of India, and the conditions
of service will be governed by UPSC (Members) Regulations 1969 as amended from time to time.
The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) conducts civil services examination annually to select officers of IAS, Indian Foreign Service (IFS)
and Indian Police Service (IPS), among others.
The Commission is headed by a chairman and it can have a maximum of 10 members.
A UPSC member is appointed for a term of six years or until attaining 65 years of age.
About UPSC
e Establishment - 1 October 1926
e Headquarters - New Delhi
e Chairman — Manoj Soni
UPSC is the central recruitment agency in India for Group 'A’ officer posts under the Government of India.
It is established as a constitutional body under Article 315 of the Indian Constitution.
Chairman — Manoj Soni
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165. Which of the following cities has won the 'Cleanest Ganga Towns' Award in the Swachh Survekshan 2023?
Frafafaa & 3 frd we? A o= Tder 2023 A R W3 T UeR & REPR Sildl 82

(a) Rishikesh / Bi¥H=T

(b) Kanpur / ®TYR

(c) Haridwar / BRER

(d) Varanasi /a'ITFUI?ﬁ

(e) Prayagraj / UWAIRTS
Ans.d

Sol. Varanasi wins 'Cleanest Ganga Towns' Award

The spiritual city of Varanasi has secured the top spot in the Cleanest Ganga Town category of Swachh Survekshan 2023, surpassing Prayagraj.
Despite this achievement, Varanasi faced a setback, slipping to the 41st position from the 21st spot in the national ranking for cities with a
population exceeding 10 lakh.

Last year witnessed an improvement for Varanasi, climbing nine positions to secure the 21st rank. In 2021, the city held the 30th position.
While Varanasi excelled as the 'Best Ganga Town' in Swachh Survekshan 2021, it relinquished the top spot to Hardwar in 2022.

In the latest survey, among Indian cities with a population exceeding 10 lakh, Noida secured the 14th position, Ghaziabad 38th, Aligarh 40th,
Varanasi 41st, and Lucknow 44th.

This is a great achievement because a total of 13 cities in the country have received this national award out of which two are from UP.

The Swachh Survekshan, evolving since its initiation in 2016 with 73 major cities, now encompasses 4,477 cities in 2023. The recent ranking
underscores the focus on addressing legacy dumpsites, effective plastic waste management, and the implementation of the principles of reduce,
reuse, recycle.

Howrah, West Bengal, is ranked as the dirtiest city in India according to the annual cleanliness survey. The bottom spots were occupied by
Shillong, Khagaria, and Sitamarhi.

Indore clinched the title of the cleanest city for the seventh time, followed by Surat, Navi Mumbai, Visakhapatnam, and Bhopal.
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166. Indian Navy will host the which edition of the multi-national exercise MILAN 24 in Visakhapatnam from February 19 to 27, 2024?
HRATT TRAT 19 § 27 BRaS) 2024 T fIRTETITH H TgIIEHI 34T MILAN 24 & {5 T¥aur 3t Aear! S
(@) 11th
(b) 12th
(c) 13th
(d)14th
(e) 15th
Ans. b
Sol. Indian Navy to host multi-national naval exercise MILAN in Feb
In a move to strengthen maritime cooperation and security in the Indian Ocean region, the Indian Navy will host the 12th edition of the multi-
national exercise MILAN 24 in Visakhapatnam from February 19 to 27.
Earlier 11th edition of this exercise was held in Feb-Mar 22 in Visakhapatnam under the Eastern Naval Command with the theme ‘Camaraderie-
Cohesion-Collaboration’.
MILAN is a biennial multi-national naval exercise that started in 1995 with participation of four foreign countries (Indonesia, Singapore, Sri
Lanka, Thailand) in consonance with India’s ‘Look East policy'.
The MILAN Exercise flourished under the aegis of Andaman and Nicobar command till its 10th edition. Visakhapatnam is chosen as the
preferred venue for future MILAN exercises.
MILAN 24 exercise would comprise two phases - 'Harbour phase’ and ‘Sea phase’. The harbour phase, aims to promote cultural sharing
amongst the participating Nations and the Sea phase includes ships with Maritime Patrol aircraft and submarines of Friendly Foreign Countries.
Recent Exercise

e st edition of Military Exercise ‘Desert Cyclone’ between India & UAE - Rajasthan

e 4th edition of Military Exercise VINBAX-2023 between India & Vietnam - Hanoi, Vietnam

e 14th edition of Exercise Vajra Prahar2023 between India & USA — Umroi, Meghalaya

9th edition of Mitra Shakti 2023 between India and Sri Lanka — Aundh, Pune
7th edition of ‘Exercise KAZIND-2023' between India and Kazakhstan — Otar, Kazakhsta
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167. National Road Safety Week 2024 will observe from to

T TSP Y& AIE 2024 9 % HATIT STEI

(@ 11 - 17 January / 11 - 17 SR

(b) 12 - 17 January / 12 - 17 SHaRI

(c) 13 - 18 January / 13 - 18 SFaRI

(d) 10 - 17 January / 10 - 17 SIHaR]

(€) 9 - 16 January / 9 - 16 SIHaARI

Ans. a

Sol. 11 to 17 January - National Road Safety Week

The Ministry of Road Transport and Highways provides a platform to celebrate National Road Safety Week every year.
This significant week is observed from January 11 to 17 to create awareness around road safety.

National Road Safety Week aims to educate the public about the perils of reckless or irresponsible driving.

The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways published its annual report for 2022-23 with Road Accident statistics. In the report, the
total number of road accidents in the year 2021 totalled 4,12,432.
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168. Which state government has launched 'Yuva Nidhi’ scheme to offer financial aid to graduates and diploma holders
who are yet to get a job?

5 359 PR A 37 FaP! 3R fEar yRSY #Y faxita geraar wem #:1 F fore gar ARk gieHn 3= ot 8 R’ st 9o
Frepdt e fareht 82
(a) Uttar Pradesh / IR USY
(b) Karnataka / PAlch
(c) Rajasthan / XTSTRJTH
(d) Maharashtra / HeRTY
(e) Madhya Pradesh / 7 U
Ans. b
Sol. Karnataka govt. launched "Yuva Nidhi" Scheme For Jobless Youth
Chief Minister of Karnataka Siddaramaiah and Deputy CM D.K. Shivakumar have launched the Yuva Nidhi scheme in Shivamogga,
Karnataka.
The scheme offers financial aid to graduates and diploma holders who are yet to get a job, but only for a maximum of two years.
Training will be provided to the graduates and diploma holders who register themselves on the Skill Connect portal of the State
Government.
The government has promised 3,000 per month to degree holders and 21,500 per month to diploma holders who were unable to
get a job in the past six months and are not pursuing higher studies. The aid will be paid for two years.
The launch was held on the birth anniversary of youth icon Swami Vivekananda.
About Karnataka

e Capital - Bengaluru

e Chief Minister —Siddaramaiah

e Deputy Chief Minister - DK Shivakumar

Governor - Thawar Chand Gehlot

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

x

Download Current Affairs APP \/@amblblous babalie Online test Series
o

169. Which of the following cities has organized the International Camel Festival?
frufafea & @ fea wee A ity S wicaa &1 smater foa 82
(a) Jaipur / STYR
(b) Udaipur / 3adYr
(c) Chittorgarh /ﬁl?ﬁ@,‘ﬂ'r?{
(d) Jodhpur / SHYYR
(e) Bikaner / BT
Ans. e
Sol. International Camel Festival organized in Bikaner, Rajasthan
The three-day International Camel Festival has organized with great fervor in the culturally rich district of Bikaner, Rajasthan.
The festival commenced with an enthralling Heritage Walk, setting the stage for a celebration of folk culture that captivated both
domestic and foreign tourists.
The Tourism Department organized Rangoli, Mehndi, and drawing competitions for the participants at Bikaji ki Tekri, with the
winners receiving mementoes in recognition of their skills and talents.
Camels have always been an integral part of Bikaner's culture and history. The Bikaner army had a Camel corps called "Ganga
Risala", which played a vital role in both the World Wars and conflicts in Somaliland, Egypt, and China.
About Rajasthan

e Capital - Jaipur

¢ Chief Minister — Bhajan Lal Sharma (replace Ashok Gehlot)

e Deputy Chief Minister - Diya Kumari and Premchand Bairwa

Speaker of Rajasthan Assembly - Vasudev Devnani
Governor - Kalraj Mishra
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170. Who has inaugurated the 27th National Youth Festival in Nashik, Maharashtra?
AT, HERTY § 274 AP a1 Helewd H1 Igure- e fvar &2
(a) Narendra Modi /-_-ﬁ_sg'rhﬁ:[
(b) M Venkaiahg Naidu / TH 3BT A19g
(c) Ramnath Kovind / JHAIY Pifdg
(d) Droupadi Murmu /‘;ﬁuaﬁglj
(e) Jagdeep Dhankhar / ST B RCE]
Ans. a
Sol. PM Modi Inaugurates the 27th National Youth Festival in Nashik
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the 27th National Youth Festival in Nashik, Maharashtra.
The festival, coinciding with the birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda, celebrated youthful talent and skills across the nation.
He also witnessed a march past by the state’'s team and a cultural program on the theme of 'Viksit Bharat @ 2047 - Yuva ke liye,
Yuva ke dwara’ which included Rhythmic gymnastics, Mallakhamb, Yogasana and National Youth Festival song.
PM Modi in News
e PM Modiinaugurated & laid the foundation stone of multiple development projects worth over 30,500 crore rupees in
Maharashtra
PM inaugurates Kochi-Lakshadweep Islands Submarine Optical Fibre Connection
PM Modi inaugurates new terminal building at Tiruchirappalli airport
PM Modi attend DGP conference at Jaipur
PM Modi inaugurates Kashi Tamil Sangamam 2.0 in Varanasi
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171. According to which union minister’s statements, the first ‘Made In India’ Memory chip is expected to be produced in
Gujarat in 2024?

g Sdig Wl & TaF & IUR, Ugd! A 34 Si3UT AU} RIu &1 IdTe 2024 H TORE H 81 1 3WiiE 87

(a) Narendra Modi /-_-ﬁ_sg'rhﬁ:[

(b) Ashwini Vaishnaw / &I'f%’:ﬂ%wﬁ

(c) Amit Shah / 3{f8d M8

(d) Piyush Goyal / TS TIael

(e) Anurag Thakur / SIRTT STHI

Ans. b

Sol. First ‘Made In India’ Memory chip is expected to be produced in 2024: Ashwini Vaishnav

Union Electronics and IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnav said the first ‘Made In India® Memory chip is expected to be produced in Gujarat
this year.

Addressing a seminar on Semiconductors and Electronics at the Vibrant Gujarat Global Summit in Gandhinagar, the Minister said
Micron's investment in Gujarat will pave the way for creating a Semiconductor ecosystem in India.

The Minister also asked Semicon Giant Micron to undertake research in the semiconductor industry and set up a research centre at
[IT Gandhinagar.

During the summit, an MoU was exchanged between Gujarat Government and Korean company Simmtec. Also, partnership
agreements were signed between Micron and Nantech, and Cisco and Nantec.
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172. The second edition of the International AYUSH Conference and Exhibition has been inaugurated in
which city?

SRITIA ST T MY USRI & GHY WP HT Igure for 2R A fbar mar 82

(a) New Delhi / 7T faeett

(b) Berlin / Sfei

(c) Paris / U9

(d) Dubai / g%

(e) London / dcH

Ans. d

Sol. 2nd International AYUSH Conference Inaugurated in Dubai

The second International AYUSH Conference and Exhibition was inaugurated at the Dubai World Trade Centre,
orchestrated by the Science India Forum and the Ministry of AYUSH.

The three-day event was dedicated to showcasing AYUSH (Ayurveda, Yoga, Unani, Siddha, Homeopathy) as a
reliable healthcare system for preventing and managing Non-Communicable Chronic Diseases (NCDs).

The focal theme of the conference, “Non-Communicable Chronic Diseases — Prevention & Management through
AYUSH,” aims to highlight AYUSH as a prevention-oriented and cost-effective approach to creating a disease-free
society.

With over 1500 experts expected from India, the Middle East, Far East, Africa, Europe, Australia, and America, the
conference is set to become a global platform for discussions and collaborations in the field of traditional
medicine.
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173. Which country's parliament has passed a Bill banning the production and sale of dog meat?
5T =1 B TUe A P & WG F IATeH R At w ufady am aran fadas wifva foar 32
(a) South Korea / &féfur sifean
(b) USA / gUYT
(c) Japan / Sl
(d) Australia / 3ffeferar
(e) Germany / S
Ans. a
Sol. South Korea Bans Trade Of Dog Meat In New Law
The South Korean parliament has passed a Bill banning the production and sale of dog meat, in a decision that campaigners hailed as a "historic victory” for animal welfare.
Although the Bill does not criminalise the consumption of dog meat, it aims to ban the sale, distribution, butchery, and breeding of dogs for their meat by 2027.
Why has the Bill been passed now?
e Consuming dog meat in South Korea is a centuries-old practice. Historically, cows were highly valued and so prized that people had to obtain a government permit to
slaughter them up until the late 19th Century. Therefore, dog meat became the best source of protein-and was enjoyed by people across the class spectrum.
In recent years, however, the practice has been increasingly shunned as incomes, pet ownership and concern for animal welfare spiked steadily.
About 93% of South Korean adults said they didn't want to consume dog meat in the future, and 82% said they supported a ban, according to a survey conducted last
year by Aware, an animal welfare organisation in Seoul.
What does the Bill say?
e The Bill intends to prevent the cruel slaughter of dogs without actually banning their consumption. According to activists, dogs are electrocuted or hanged when
slaughtered for meat. Breeders and traders, however, have argued that slaughtering has become more humane in recent years.
Its provisions will be implemented in 2027, following a three-year grace period for dog farm owners, meat restaurants, and other workers in the trade to close their
businesses or find alternative sources of employment.
e Under the Bill, slaughtering dogs for consumption can attract fines of up to 30 million won (approximately Rs-19 lakh) or imprisonment of up to three years.
e  Selling and breeding dogs for consumption can also attract a 2-year prison sentence or a fine.of 20-million-won (Rs 12.58 lakh).
About South Korea
Capital - Seoul
Currency - South Korean Won
Prime Minister - Han Duck-soo
President - Yoon Seok-youl
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174. Which bank has launched a Green Rupee Term Deposit (SGRTD) of 1,111 days, 1,777 days, and 2,222 days tenor for
resident individuals, non-individuals, and NRI customers?

fra 3 A fFarft afeal, IR-afea) i THRamE esd! & e 1,111 faF, 1,777 37 3R 2,222 a7 Ft eafy &1 W= Tuan
°d feuifore EashemRdEh) = fear 82

(a) State Bank of India / YR W dh

(b) Axis Bank / Tf[dqg

(c) Yes Bank/W%

(d) HDFC Bank / TISIUm ! d6
(e) Canara Bank / PR b

Ans. a
Sol. SBI launches Green Rupee Term Deposit
State Bank of India (SBI) has launched the SBI Green Rupee Term Deposit (SGRTD) of 1,111 days, 1,777 days, and 2,222 days tenor
for resident individuals, non-individuals, and NRI customers.
The deposit has been introduced with the aim of mobilizing funds to support environment-friendly initiatives and projects, thereby
fostering the growth of a green finance ecosystem in India.
Currently, the scheme is available through the branch network, and it will soon be made available through other digital channels
such as YONO and Internet Banking Services (INB).
What is Green Deposit?
Green deposit refers to an interest-bearing deposit received by regulated entities (RE) for a fixed period, with the proceeds
earmarked for allocation towards green finance as per RBI's notification dated April 11, 2023.
Recent Facilities Launched in Banking & Insurance Sector

¢ Indian Bank launches 'Indian Bank One Co-Branded Credit Card’

e Indusind Bank lunched ‘'Samman RuPay Credit Card’ exclusively for government employees.

e Canara Bank to launch Data Analytics center in Bengaluru from 1 April

e Bank of India introduced Super Special Fixed Deposit with interest rate of 7.50% per annum
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175. The government has appointed the reappointment of RBI Deputy Governor Michael Patra for how many years?
R A RBI & f&¥} ok arga A ! fvam aut & g y=: fAgea far @2

(@) 1 year

(b) 2 years

(c) 3 years

(d) 4 years

(e) 5 years

Ans. a

Sol. Govt approves reappointment of RBI Deputy Governor Michael Patra for 1 year

Reserve Bank of India Deputy Governor Michael D. Patra, who is in charge of monetary policy and is a member of the monetary

policy committee, has been given a one-year extension ahead of the end of his tenure.

Patra, with RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das, played a vital role in dealing with COVID-related impact on the economy.
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the re-appointment of Dr. Michael Debabrata Patra, Deputy Governor,
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for a further period of one year with effect from 15.01.2024 or until further orders.
Patra was appointed as RBI Deputy Governor in January 2020, and last year he got an extension of one year.
The three other Deputy Governors of the bank are M Rajeshwar Rao, T Rabi Sankar, and Swaminathan Jankiraman.
Recent Appointment in Banking & Insurance Sector
e CEO of PhonePe For International Payments Division - Ritesh Pai
e Executive Director of SEBI - G Ram Mohan Rao (for 3 years)
e 'Class C' Director on Board of Directors of Federal Reserve Bank of New York - Rajiv Shah
MD & CEO of National Asset Reconstruction Company (NARCL) - P Santhosh (replace Natarajan Sundar)
MD & CEO of Kotak Mahindra Bank - Ashok Vaswani (replace Dipak Gupta)
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176. Denmark’s King Frederik X took the throne after the abdication of his mother Queen Margrethe Il. What is the capital of Denmark?

ST & e BSRE TaT A U= Hi T ARFY fEdia & R & 91 e} TRl | S7HTS 3 IeTuT= 341 82
(a) Budapest /JSTURC
(b) Copenhagen / CALERUG]
(c) Stockholm / E'\Iﬁ'q
(d) Oslo / 3t
(e) Helsinki / Geiiip!
Ans. b
Sol. Denmark’s King Frederik X takes the throne after abdication of Queen
Denmark’s King Frederik X took the throne after the abdication of his mother Queen Margrethe I.
For many in Denmark, his mother Margrethe was the only monarch they had ever known. But her shock abdication, after more than five decades on the
throne, paved the way for her son, the former Crown Prince Frederik, to succeed her.
The Danish Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen then publicly proclaimed the King's accession from the balcony of the palace — a tradition in place since the
constitution of 1849.
Frederik followed the proclamation with a short speech, before being joined by his Australian-born wife Queen Mary and their four children, including the
Crown Prince Christian, the new successor to the throne.
Denmark is a constitutional monarchy, and its royals perform an important but symbolic ambassadorial role in addition to signing off any new legislation.
Formal powers lie with the elected parliament and its government based at Christiansborg Palace in the heart of the capital, Copenhagen.
It's the first time in 900 years a Danish king or queen has abdicated. It will be a more festive occasion than the last time when a young Margrethe took over.
About Denmark

e Capital- Copenhagen

e Currency- Danish krone

e  Prime Minister - Mette Frederiksen
Newly Appointed Prime Minister & President

e Prime Minister of France - Gabriel Attal (replace Elisabeth Borne)

e Prime Minister of Bangladesh — Sheikh Hasina (5" term)

e President of Congo - Felix Tshisekedi (2nd term)

President of Egypt - Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi (3 term)
Prime Minister of Poland - Donald Tusk
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177. In January 2024, William Lai was elected president of which country?

oAt 2024 ¥ faferaw @rs ®1 fora 1 &1 e g=m mam
(a) Taiwan / digdl+d

(b) Laos / <131

(c) South Korea / Gf&0T HIRAT

(d) North Korea /WW

(e) Japan / SITUTH
Ans. a
Sol. William Lai elected president of Taiwan
William Lai, also known as Lai Ching-te, from the ruling Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) won Taiwan'’s presidential election.
Lai, the current vice president of Taiwan garnered around 40% of the vote share after counting was done from over 90% of polling
stations.
He was competing against two other candidates, including Hou Yu-ih from the conservative Kuomintang (KMT) and former Taipei
Mayor Ko Wen-je from the Taiwan People’s Party which was only founded in 2019.
Lai, 64, grew up poor in a coal-mining village in northern Taiwan. His father, a miner, died in a coal mine disaster when he was two
years old. Lai was brought up by his mother alongside five siblings.
Lai also served as Taiwan's premier — nominally the principal advisor to the president of the republic and positioned as the head of
the central government — from 2017 to 2019.
About Taiwan

e Capital- Taipei City

e Currency- New Taiwan dollar

e President- William Lai
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178. Madhya Pradesh has emerged as the overall champion at the inaugural Beach Games 2024, held at the pristine blue
flag-certified Ghoghla Beach in Diu. How many gold medals have been won by Madhya Pradesh in this game?

39 & U A aer-umforg graer S R iford SguTe aY 1 2024 W Weg WeRT GHY dfUa- & U H ST 21 39 WA
# o7 Yo A foraa waof ugs oiid &2

(@3

(b) 4

(5

(d) 6

(e) 7

Ans. e

Sol. MP emerges overall Champion of first ever Beach Games held in Diu

Madhya Pradesh has emerged as the overall champion at the inaugural Beach Games 2024, held at the pristine blue flag-certified
Ghoghla Beach in Diu.

The landlocked state secured a staggering total of 18 medals, including an impressive haul of 7 golds, highlighting the depth of
talent within its contingent.

The competition witnessed 1404 young athletes from 28 states and Union Territories participating in a diverse array of disciplines.
Maharashtra clinched 14 medals, including 3 golds, while Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, and hosts Dadra, Nagar Haveli, Diu & Daman
secured 12 medals each. Notably, Assam secured 8 medals, with an impressive 5 golds.

Lakshadweep made history by securing the gold medal in Beach Soccer. Their victory, a 5-4 triumph over Maharashtra in the final,
not only added diversity to the medal tally but also underscored the inclusive and nationwide impact of the Diu Beach Games 2024.
India, endowed with some of the world's most beautiful beaches, now has 12 with Blue Flag certification for cleanliness and
sustainable tourism.
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179. Armed Forces Veterans Day is celebrated every year on 14th January. The day was first
celebrated in which year?

IR 9 99195 a9 83 9T 14 Sa3 &I §-11 9aT ¢ | U8 fead ugell aR fog adf w=man
4T 41?

(a) 2011

(b) 2013

(c) 2014

(d) 2016

(e) 1996

Ans. d

Sol. 14 January 2024 - 7th Armed Forces Veterans Day

Armed Forces Veterans Day is celebrated every year on 14th January.

The day was first celebrated in 2016.

The 14th of January is commemorated as Armed Forces Veterans Day as a mark of respect and
recognition for the services rendered by Field Marshall KM Cariappa.

He was the first Indian Chief of the Indian Army. He retired from service on 14th January 1953.
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180. International Kite Day is observed every year on which day?

ieRigta ud feaw gv re fow a1 weman e &2

(@) 17 January / 17 SFaR]

(b) 16 January / 16 et

(c) 13 January / 13 SHaR]

(d) 14 January / 14 SHaR]

(e) 15 January / 15 SFaRl

Ans. d

Sol. 14 January - International Kite Day

International Kite Day is observed on 14 January every year.

The day celebrates the end of winter and the onset of summer. It also marks the arrival of
harvest season.

It is believed that the kite was invented in China in the 28th ‘century BC and the popularity of
kite-flying peaked in Lucknow in the 1700s.

Benjamin Franklin, an American scientist and author, stated that lightning is electricity with
the help of a kite.

International Kite Day was first observed
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181. Legendary classical singer and Padma Vibhushan recipient Prabha Atre passed away recently at the age of 92. She
belonged to which Gharana?

URIS AT MRIST 3R U7 fAYWUT Yreehat TuT 33 &1 gTe €1 # 92 a9 3t 3y | e 81 | a8 59 W | Safta off
(a) Kirana Gharana /TBRTT ORI

(b) Gwalior Gharana / TaTferIR TR

(c) Agra Gharana / 3TRT YR[Hl

(d) Bhendibazaar Gharana / fSIINIR TR

(e) Mewati Gharana / ATl ORTAT

Ans. a

Sol. Renowned classical singer Prabha Atre passes away

Legendary classical singer and Padma Vibhushan recipient Prabha Atre passed away at the age of 92.

She was considered the doyenne of the Kirana Gharana.

The much-feted Atre, who played a significant role in popularising classical music across the globe, won the Padma Shri in 1990, the
Padma Bhushan in 2002, and the Padma Vibhushan in 2022, during a rich career spanning seven decades.

Born in September 1932 in Pune, she received her training in classical music from the renowned Sureshbabu Mane, a prominent
exponent of the Kirana gharana.

She was equally proficient in different classical genres, be it khyal, tarana, thumri, dadra, ghazal and bhajan, citing the influence of
Ustad Amir Khan (founder of the Indore gharana) for khyal and Bade Ghulam Ali Khan (Kasur gharana) for thumri.

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

< :
, - 2
Download Current Affairs APP @amblblous babak gms Online test Series
0y

182. Renowned Poet Munawwar Rana passed away recently at the age of 71. He was
the poet of which language?

RIS Hfd YIaax 0T &1 8Ta g1 | 71 a9 3 3y A 4= 81 a1 98 fobg yrar & &fa &2
a) Hindi
b) Urdu
c) Sanskrit

d) Marathi

e) Bengali

Ans. b

Sol. Urdu poet Munawwar Rana passes away

(
(
(
(
(

Renowned poet Munawwar Rana passed away at the age of 71.

Born in 1952 in Rae Bareli, Munawwar Rana was awarded the Gyanpeeth Award in 2014 for
‘Shahdaba’.

His use of simple words in the poems made his works popular among the common people.
in Gujarat. Individuals from across the globe came to show off their kites
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183. Simmtech has signed an MoU with the Gujarat government to set up its plant in Sanand at a cost of Rs1,250 crore to
create a semiconductor ecosystem in the state. Simmtech is the company of which country?

Rre® A Ty § 9l saer uifRIfa®) 93 991 & T 1,250 BRIS FUA F ANTT | UG A YT 9T RITUT He1 & forw
TORTd IRPR &A1Y TH GUSNT J1U- TR gE1ER 5T &1 R fra 3 ot st 82
(a) South Korea / af&T Sifar
(b) USA / QU
(c) Japan / SITUTH
(d) Australia / 3fTecfer
(e) Germany / S
Ans. a
Sol. South Korean firm Simmtech signs MoU for creating semiconductor ecosystem in Gujarat
After US chipmaker Micron and Tata group, South Korean firm Simmtech has signed an MoU with the Gujarat government to set up
its plant in Sanand at a cost of Rs1,250 crore as part of creating a semiconductor ecosystem in the state.
South Korean firm has been allotted 30 acres of land and the work will start in the next two-three months. The company will need 6-
7 months to set up the plants.
Simmtech is the world's biggest manufacturer of semiconductor substrates.
The company has been given subsidy under SPECS (Scheme for Promotion of Manufacturing of Electronic Components and
Semiconductors (SPECS) by the centre as well as state government.
Recent MoU

e TGL and Flipkart sign MoU for supply chain decarbonization

e Bharat Electronics Secures %3445 Cr Deal For UP Dial 112 Project

e Ministry of Rural Development signed with JioMart to Self-Help Groups’ Products

Tata Power ties up with Indian Oil to set up over 500 EV charging stations
RITES signed pact with CFM Mozambique for 10 diesel locomotive supply
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184. The Pench Tiger Reserve (PTR) has been marked as India’s first Dark Sky Park and the fifth such park in Asia. Pench Tiger Reserve is located
between which of the following two states?

U9 TR Red (fEeR) St YRd & ugd ST Wh18 T 3R TR & uiad 8 urd & wu # fifza far war 81 U ergR fod Fafafea d @ fFaar

Il & it fRa g2

(a) Gujarat and Maharashtra / J[eIRTd GﬁTIIEW'g

(b) Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat / A U G?IT{J,\_:ITIH

(c) Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh / e YT 3R IR UG

(d) Rajasthan and Gujarat / XTSI G?IT{IGRTH

(e) Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra /F‘EI[EI%'QT GﬁT'l:I'E:'ITI'g

Ans. e

Sol. Maharashtra’s Pench Tiger Reserve becomes India’s First Dark Sky Park

The Pench Tiger Reserve (PTR) in Maharashtra has been marked as India's first Dark Sky Park and the fifth such park in Asia.

This prestigious acknowledgment underscores the reserve's unwavering commitment to protecting the sanctity of the night sky and creating an optimal

setting for astronomy enthusiasts.

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) emphasizes on the recognition of the intrinsic value of the night sky as a natural, cultural, and

historical resource.

The IUCN also highlights the need to preserve natural darkness for the sake of nature conservation, ecological integrity in protected areas, and the well-being

of communities in healthy cities.

About Pench Tiger Reserve

e Pench Tiger Reserve or Pench National Park is one of the premier tiger reserves of India and the first one to straddle across two states - Madhya

Pradesh and Maharashtra.
The fictional works of Rudyard Kipling, The Jungle Book and The Second Jungle Book; are set in the region. Kipling himself never visited the area,
instead basing his descriptions on other locations in India.

What is a Dark Sky Park?

e Adark-sky preserve is an area, usually surrounding a park or observatory, that restricts artificial light pollution. The purpose of the dark-sky movement

is generally to promote astronomy.
The Indian Astronomical Observatory (IAO), a high-altitude astronomy station located in Hanle, and operated by the Indian Institute of Astrophysics, is
India's first dark-sky preserve.
Situated in the Western Himalayas at an elevation of 4,500 meters (14,764 ft), the I1AO is one of the world's highest-located sites for optical, infrared,
and gamma-ray telescopes.
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185. In January 2024, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has released how much rupees the first installment for pucca homes
under the PM-JANMAN Scheme?

a3t 2024 H, YUTH Al g A 3 PM-JANMAN 3T & 98d Uad TRI & forg ugell fra fraa Tud o} &1 82

(@) %240 crore

(b) %340 crore

(c) 440 crore

(d) %640 crore

(e) %540 crore

Ans. e

Sol. PM Modi Releases First Instalment of PM-JANMAN Scheme for Pucca Homes

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has released 3540 crore — the first installment of funding — for pucca homes under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) to one lakh Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG) beneficiary families as part of the
recently-launched PM-JANMAN package for the overall development of PVTG habitations.
Simultaneously, in 100 districts, officials of both the Centre and the respective State governments will distribute benefits under the
package to Gram Panchayats and village chiefs.
In the two months since the Prime Minister launched the scheme on November 15, the government had sanctioned projects worth
over 4,700 crore through nine Ministries under the PM-JANMAN package, which includes the first installment for PMAY(G) homes
for one lakh beneficiaries.
About Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan (PM-JANMAN)
e PM-JANMAN was launched for the socio-economic welfare of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) on November 15,
2023 on the occasion of Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas.
PM-JANMAN, with a budget of approximately 324,000 crore, focuses on 11 critical interventions through nine ministries.
It is aimed at improving the socio-economic conditions of PVTGs by saturating PVTG households and habitations with basic
facilities such as safe housing, clean drinking water and sanitation, improved access to education, health and nutrition,
electricity, road and telecom connectivity, and sustainable livelihood opportunities.
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186. India's Defence Minister, Rajnath Singh has approved a proposal to provide insurance cover to casual workers
employed by the Border Roads Organization (BRO) to build infrastructure in remote areas. The scheme will provide how
much rupees to the families of casual-paid labourers in the event of death?

YR & &1 T, 1Y Rig 3 R & &1 3 giard) et & fAafor & forg diar gs@ wweq @emran) grt Ao
ATHTRIP YiD! B T FaR UM H & URATd Bt Holdl ¢ &Y 1 9§ AT MRS a9 U aTdt Hoigl 1 gog b fRufa o
P TRART & fva= ¥0d g St

(@) 5 lakh

(b) 10 lakh

(c) 15 lakh

(d) 25 lakh

(e) 21 lakh

Ans. b

Sol. Defense Minister Sanctions Insurance Scheme for BRO Workers

India's Defence Minister, Rajnath Singh has approved a proposal to provide insurance cover to casual workers employed by the
Border Roads Organisation (BRO) to build infrastructure in remote areas.

The scheme will provide INR 10 lakh ($13,500) to the families of casual-paid labourers in the event of death.

The insurance scheme will serve as a social security and welfare measure and will go a long way in securing the livelihoods of their
families.

BRO employs up to one lakh casual workers for infrastructure projects in border areas.

BRO has completed around 300 crucial projects during the last three years at a cost of ¥8,000 crore.
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186. Dr. V.K. Saraswat has inaugurated the first National Highway Steel Slag Road section on NH-66

ST. d1.%. WR¥Id 3 NH-66 TR Uge P IASHTT W W IS WS o1 Sgure fHar gl

(@) Mumbai-Pune /ﬁa's‘-tﬁr

(b) Mumbai-Jaipur / 488 -STOQR

(c) Mumbai-Delhi / Has-faeait

(d) Mumbai-Ahmedabad / H%-3EHGIETG

(e) Mumbai-Goa / H'Ers;—"niﬂ

Ans. e

Sol. Maiden National Highway steel slag road on NH-66 Mumbai-Goa inaugurated

Dr. VK. Saraswat has inaugurated the first National Highway Steel Slag Road section on NH-66 Mumbai-Goa.

Developed by CSIR-CRRI, converts steel industry waste into a resource, contributing to the construction of robust and eco-friendly

national highways.

This innovation aligns with the National Highways Authority of India's (NHAI) efforts to enhance infrastructure sustainability in the
country.

Under the technological guidance of CSIR-CRRI, JSW Steel has successfully constructed a 1 km long four-lane steel slag road section
on the Indapur-Panvel Section of NH-66 Mumbai-Goa.

The construction process involved converting approximately 80,000 tons of CONARC Steel slag into processed steel slag aggregates
at the JSW Steel Dolvi plant in Raigad.

These processed steel slag aggregates exhibit superior mechanical properties compared to natural aggregates and have been used
in all layers of the road, replacing traditional natural aggregates.

The road includes bituminous and cement concrete steel slag sections on both the right-hand and left-hand carriageways.
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187. Which of the following state governments has recently declared January 22 as a dry day to mark the consecration of
Lord Ram's temple in Ayodhya?

Frafafe 4 9 g o WwReR A g1a € ¥ s/t § Wa W & HieR 3t uiasT & Suded H 22 SFast & [P fad gifvd
fopan 82
(@) Tripura / ﬁERT
(b) West Bengal / Gf3H §TTd
(c) Madhya Pradesh /I[‘?I{EI%Q[
(d) Karnataka /
(e) Rajasthan / TSR
Ans. c
Sol. MP govt declares January 22 as dry day to mark consecration of Ram temple in Ayodhya
Madhya Pradesh government has declared January 22 as a dry day, when liquor shops will remain closed to mark the consecration
of Lord Ram's temple in Ayodhya.
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav said that keeping in view the public sentiments, the state government has decided that all types of
shops including liquor and Bhang outlets will remain closed on the 22nd of this month.
Meanwhile, states including Uttar Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Uttarakhand, and Assam have already declared January 22 a 'dry day'
given the Pran Pratishtha ceremony.
About Madhya Pradesh

e Capital - Bhopal

e Chief Minister — Dr Mohan Yadav (replace Shivraj Singh Chauhan)

e Deputy CM - Jagdish Devda & Rajendra Shukla

o Speaker of Madhya Pradesh Assembly - Narendra Singh Tomar

Governor - Mangubhai C. Patel
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188. In January 2024, The Reserve Bank imposed penalties totalling how much crore rupees on Dhanlaxmi Bank, Punjab
and Sind Bank, and ESAF Small Finance Bank for contravention of regulatory norms?

Sl 2024 ¥, Rod §@ A o arFds] & S & e uFaedt 9@, uoe ts Riv 9@ 3R ESAF WTd g9 9 R o d
o FIs SUA BT AT TT 82

(@) 2.29 crore

(b) 2.39 crore

(c) 2.49 crore

(d) 2.69 crore

(e) 2.89 crore

Ans. c

Sol. RBI imposes fine on Dhanlaxmi Bank, ESAF Small Finance Bank, Punjab and Sind Bank over non-compliances

The Reserve Bank has imposed penalties totalling ¥2.49 crore on three banks, including Dhanlaxmi Bank and Punjab and Sind Bank,
for contravention of regulatory norms.

A penalty of ¥1.20 crore has been slapped on Dhanlaxmi Bank for non-compliance with certain directions on 'Loans and Advances
— Statutory and Other Restrictions', KYC, and certain norms related to interest rate on deposits.

Further, a fine of 1 crore has been imposed on Punjab and Sind Bank for non-compliance with certain directions on 'Loans and
Advances — Statutory and Other Restrictions.

The central bank has also imposed a penalty of ¥29.55 lakh on ESAF Small Finance Bank for non-compliance with the directions
issued by it on 'Customer Service in Banks'.

The penalties are based on deficiencies in regulatory compliance and are not intended to pronounce upon the validity of any
transaction or agreement entered into by the lenders with their customers.
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189. Hyderabad DLabs at the Indian School of Business (ISB) has launched ‘Build for Billions' in partnership with Reserve Bank Innovation Hub
(RBIH) and which bank?
33T Tpa SiTw faemd (1sB) A FerTare Siasy A fio/d 9% 3-1A%H &9 (RBIH) 3R {59 9% & 91y Irgier # 'facs wik fafera=y @i fovan 32
(a) Punjab & Sind Bank / USTe US Ry 8
(b) Indian Overseas Bank / E%TIT-T SN Sb
(c) Union Bank of India / {ﬁﬂ?% 3T Sfgar
(d) Karnataka Bank / PHAICD db
(e) Karur Vyasya Bank / X Y GCa
Ans. c
Sol. DLabs at ISB launches "Build for Billions’ jointly with RBI Innovation Hub, Union Bank of India
Hyderabad DLabs at the Indian School of Business (ISB) has launched ‘Build for Billions’; astartup accelerator programme, themed around financial inclusion
for the informal economy, in partnership with Reserve Bank Innovation Hub (RBIH) and Union Bank of India.
Gig workers, migrant workers, domestic workers, street vendors, carpenters, plumbers, electricians, and construction labourers — representing the informal
economy -- face multifaceted challenges.
These include low and volatile income; irregular income streams; limited access to credit and savings; and a lack of social security nets. Recognising these
hurdles, Build for Billions is poised to support visionary fintech startups dedicated to addressing these issues.
The 50-day equity-free accelerator by the business incubator DLabs, offers comprehensive support, including mentorship, capacity building, resources,
networking opportunities, the chance to pitch to banks and investors, and a unique piloting opportunity with Union Bank.
The Reserve Bank Innovation Hub (RBIH), a wholly-owned subsidiary of the Reserve Bank of India, focuses on promoting and facilitating an environment that
accelerates innovation across the financial sector, while DLabs, a business incubator at the Indian School of Business (ISB), specialises in incubation,
acceleration, and funding for startups.
CEO of Reserve Bank Innovation Hub - Rajesh Bansal
Executive Director of Union Bank of India - Nitesh Ranjan
Recent Facilities Launched in Banking & Insurance Sector
e SBIl launched Green Rupee Term Deposit of 1,111 days, 1,777 days, and 2,222 days tenor for resident individuals, non-individuals, and NRI customers.
e Indian Bank launches 'Indian Bank One Co-Branded Credit Card’
e Indusind Bank lunched ‘Samman RuPay Credit Card’ exclusively for government employees.
e Canara Bank to launch Data Analytics center in Bengaluru from 1 April
Bank of India introduced Super Special Fixed Deposit with interest rate of 7.50% per annum
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190. Which company has signed pacts to buy Capital Foods, Organic India?

Sfcd pey, e sfear 1 @iien & fore fra Hu-t A gasia W gxer f5y 82
(a) Smart Point / WG’I’{C’

(b) Big Bazar / fai 9T9TR

(c) Vishal Mega Mart / fa=me A A

(d) Jio Mart / Foray @i
(e) Tata Consumer / Tl ®ogH

Ans. e

Sol. Tata Consumer signs pacts to buy Capital Foods, Organic India

Tata Consumer Products Ltd (TCPL) has signed definitive agreements to fully acquire Capital
Foods, owner of Ching's Secret and Smith & Jones, and Organic India, the Fabindia-backed
organic teas and health products maker.

TCPL will pay an enterprise value on a no cash-no debt basis of 5,100 crore for 100% stake
in Capital Foods.

TCPL will acquire 75% of Capital Foods upfront and the remaining 25% over the next three

years.
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191. According to data released by the Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation, what is India’s retail inflation in
December 2023?
TifT®! 3R FRIHH Srai-<aa- HATad §RT SR} sfiws] & AR, fRHaR 2023 # YR 91 YT YaRWITd o1 82
(@) -1.36%
(b) -0.26%
(c) -0.52%
(d) 0.26%
(e) 0.73%
Ans. e Wholesale inflation rises to 0.73% in December
Sol. The wholesale price index (WPI)-based inflation rose in December at 0.73% mainly due to a sharp rise in food prices.
The WPI inflation was in the negative zone from April to October and had turned positive in November at 0.26%.
Positive rate of inflation in December 2023 is primarily due to the increase in prices of food articles, machinery & equipment, other
manufacturing, other transport equipment and computer, electronics & optical products, etc.
Food inflation rose to 9.38% in December from 8.18% in November 2023.
Inflation in vegetables was 26.30%, while in pulses it was 19.60% in December. Retail or consumer price-based inflation (CPI) print
for December rose to a 4-month high of 5.69%.
Recent WPI-based Wholesale inflation in India
July 2023 - (-) 1.36%
August 2023 - (-) 0.52%
September 2023 - (-) 0.26%
October 2023 - (-) 0.52%
November 2023 - 0.26%
December 2023 - 0.73%
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192. Shaun Marsh has announced his retirement from professional cricket. He is from which country?
i A1=E A URR fopdbe & IR o1 Nivon @1 31 98 fPa A ¥

(a) England /3"@75’

(b) New Zealand /ﬂ?ﬂﬁ’s’

() Australia / 3fTecfer

(d) South Africa / GI&IUT 3BT

(e) Ireland / MRS

Ans. c
Sol. Australian cricketer Shaun Marsh announces retirement

Australian cricketer Shaun Marsh has announced his retirement from professional cricket.
With the Melbourne Renegades' fixture against Sydney Thunder in the Big Bash League being his last assignment.
Marsh also had a great stint with Australia across formats, scoring more than 5,200 runs and 13 centuries, while his last outing for
the Kangaroos was against Sri Lanka at The Oval during the 2019 ODI World Cup.
Recently Retired Players
e David Warner — International ODI & Test — Australia
e Dean Elgar - International cricket - South Africa
e Asad Shafiq - All forms of cricket - Pakistan
Gurkeerat Singh Mann — International Cricket — India
Meg Lanning — International Cricket — Australia
Sunil Narine - International cricket — West Indies
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193. Who has become the first men's player to play 150 T20Is?

150 T201 W a1 Ugd YoV fAars! #19 a9 7Y &2

(a) Virat Kohli / favTe @rgal

(b) Rohit Sharma /ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬂf

(c) KL Rahul / ST gd

(d) Glenn Maxwell /’@I—Ffff?ﬂaﬂ

(e) Suryakumar Yadav / {j}fgﬂ-llﬁ glcad

Ans. b

Sol. Rohit Sharma Becomes The First Men's Player To Play 150 T20Is

India captain Rohit Sharma has become the first men's player to play 150 T20Is.

Rohit achieved this feat during the second T20I match against Afghanistan-at the Holkar Cricket Stadium.
Rohit returned to India's T20I setup for the first time since the end of the ICC Men's T20 World Cup 2022. He led his side to a 6-
wicket victory over Afghanistan in the first T20l in Mohali.

Rohit also secured another milestone by becoming the first player to win 100 T20Is.

Stirling has played 134 matches in his career. His Ireland colleague, George Dockrell, is third on the list, having played 128 matches.
Rohit is one of the top run scorers in the T20Is. He has scored 3853 runs in 149 games, with a strike rate of about 140. He has also
scored four hundreds in T20Is, tying Glenn Maxwell and Suryakumar Yadav for the most.
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194. National Startup Day is observed every year on 16 January. In which year was officially declared 16 January as
National Startup Day?

RMPTY TTE3MY fGaH 5 A1 16 THAR! DI HATAT A1 ¢ | fd 9 sni¥eiive aR W 16 SHa<) 31 I wrésr fGaw aifta
foam mar um?

(a) 2015

(b) 2016

(c) 2018

(d) 2022

(e) 2023

Ans. d

Sol. 16 January - National Startup Day

In 2022, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi had officially declared 16 January as National Startup Day.

Under the Startup India programme, startups in the country expanded from around 400 to 1.18 lakh.

In 2024, Startup India recognized 10-18 January as Innovation Week 2024 with the theme, "Celebrating 8 Years of Innovation."

So far, the Indian government has given 2,977 income tax exemptions and provided 3,658 startups with funds under the SIDBI Fund
of Funds scheme, established in 2016 with a corpus of 10,000 crore.

The scheme also gives capital to Alternative Investment Funds (AlFs) registered with SEBI, also called daughter funds. These funds

invest money in startups through equity and equity-linked instruments.
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195. Indian Army Day is celebrated every year on 15 January. This year (2024), Army Day was observed.
HRATY T fead 8% A16 15 ST D1 W11 &1l ¢ 1 §9 99 (2024), |1 s w=1man |

(a) 74th

(b) 75th

(c) 76th

(d) 77th

(e) 78th

Ans. c

Sol. 15 January - Indian Army Day

Indian Army Day is celebrated every year on 15 January. This year, we are celebrating 76th Army Day.

This day is celebrated to commemorate the victory of the Indian Army overthe British Army. On 15 January 1949, Field Marshal K.M.
Cariappa became the first Commander-in-chief of the Indian Army and took over the authority from the British Commander-in-Chief
General Francis Butcher.

Theme 2024 - In Service of the Nation

The Indian Army hold its 76th Army Day parade at the 11 Gorkha Rifles Regimental Centre in Lucknow — the headquarters of the
Army’s Central Command.
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196. Global aerospace giant Boeing has opened its first distribution center in which state of India?

AfYe TR feT Tl 5T A YRd & 5 359 # 319+ Ugel fadrur $g @iar a2

(a) Uttar Pradesh / IR UG

(b) Gujarat / T[sIRTd

(c) Rajasthan / XISTRITH

(d) Maharashtra / HERTY

(¢) Madhya Pradesh / 9&0 U=

Ans. a

Sol. Boeing opens its first distribution center in India

Global aerospace giant Boeing has opened its first distribution center in India, located in Khurja, Uttar Pradesh.

Spanning 36,000 square feet, this parts warehouse aims to assist regional aviation customers in optimizing fleet utilization.

This new facility is part of its ongoing efforts to expand its footprint in the country, providing an efficient, cost-effective, and localized
solution.

This is one of Being's eight distribution centers in the world.

Furthermore, Boeing has pledged a USD 100 million investment in infrastructure and pilot training programs to meet India's growing
demand for pilots over the next two decades.

About Uttar Pradesh

o Capital - Lucknow

o Chief Minister - Yogi Adityanath

J Governor - Anandiben Patel
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197. IndoSpace has signed an MoU with which state government to invest Rs 2,000 crore in the state?

ST A fPA T NIR S AT I H 2, oooﬁgwﬁmﬁﬁmmﬁ$ﬁwww@mmwm&nﬁmé7

(a) Maharashtra / HERTY
(b) Tamil Nadu / ?‘l'&lf“l:l'lg
(c) Goa /
(d) Himachal Pradesh / REIERRCEE
(e) Punjab / USITd
Ans. b
Sol. IndoSpace Signs Rs 2000 Cr Deal With Tamil Nadu Govt
India’s leading developer and owner of Grade A industrial real estate, IndoSpace has signed an MoU with the government of Tamil Nadu
to invest over Rs 2,000 crore in the state.
This investment by IndoSpace is expected to generate 15,000 new jobs, providing a substantial boost to employment opportunities in
the state.
IndoSpace has an existing land bank of around 600 acres in the region. With an expansive presence of 14 Grade A industrial and logistics
parks strategically located around the main industrial hubs, IndoSpace has developed and leased around 13 million sq ft with a total
investment of Rs 4,000 crore in the state.
This investment agreement with the Tamil Nadu government is a part of the company’s continued commitment towards supporting
industrial requirements and has led to the planning of an additional 5 million sq ft of land in the state.
Recent MoUs
South Korean firm Simmtech signs MoU for creating semiconductor ecosystem in Gujarat
REC limited signs with RVN to finance multi-modal
NHAI signed MoU with NRSC to develop 'Green Cover Index'*A
TGL and Flipkart sign MoU for supply chain decarbonization
Bharat Electronics Secures X445 Cr Deal For UP Dial 112 Project
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198. Which company has secured a mega-contract worth Rs 10,000 crore from an authorized Japanese
agency to construct an electrification system for the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed rail project in
India?

o ST A HRA & HaS-IEHATETE aTs-vie Yo ufvaierr ¥ forg fggdte<or yured & fafor
& fore U Srfergrd SITUTIt Toiddt | 10,000 RIS FUA BT AM-IJa FTRIA fhaT 82

(a) Reliance Industries Limited / ﬁﬂmwm

(b) Larsen & Toubro (L&T) / aﬁ?@gﬁr (‘QF[Q_S'ZPD

(c) Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited / URd gal $c\1lr0?§d7c%l faftics

(d) Tata Advanced Systems / €T USAIES Ry

(e) Bharat Electronics Limited / Wﬁmm

Ans.b

Sol. L&T wins Rs 10,000 crore electrification order for high-speed rail project

Larsen & Toubro (L&T) has secured a mega contract from an authorized Japanese agency to construct
an electrification system for the Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed rail project in India.

Valued in the range of Rs 10,000 crore to Rs 15,000 crore, the project, according to company
executives, is the largest single rail-electrification order in India.

This would be the first of its kind railway project in India involving the implementation of Japanese
Shinkansen High-Speed Electrification Technology.

This electrification system will enable trains to travel at speeds of up to 320 kmph.
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199. Which of the following companies has become the first ISO 27001:2022 certified petrochemical organization in the industry by BSI
(British Standards Institution)?

Frafafaa # 9 9 W Hu=t BsI (Ffewr W $tegmm) gRT 3T # ugel 1S0 27001:2022 YHTO SIS e d TS 99 718 82
(a) Johnson & Johnson / SIERE US) SIERE

(b) Pfizer / bIQuIR

(c) Sanofi /

(d) Novartis Petrochemicals Ltd / ﬁmﬁ%‘rﬁ‘@%ﬁmﬁrﬁhﬁg

(e) Haldia Petrochemicals Ltd/ mﬁaﬁw fafies

Ans. e

Sol. Haldia Petrochemicals becomes India's first BSI Certified ISO 27001:2022 Petrochemical firm

Haldia Petrochemicals Ltd (HPL), a leading petrochemicals company in India, has become the first ISO 27001:2022 certified
petrochemical organization in the industry by BSI (British Standards Institution), a renowned certification body.

This milestone showcases HPL's commitment to maintaining a robust and secure information security governance structure throughout
its digital transformation journey.

The Certification demonstrates HPL's commitment towards a secure and reliable digital environment for a seamless exchange of
information across internal and external stakeholders.

By achieving this certification, HPL has demonstrated its ability to protect sensitive information and ensure the confidentiality, integrity,
and availability of valuable data and systems. [SO 27001:2022 is the standard of ISMS (Information Security Management System)
program to protect the information assets of the organization.

About BSI

eBritish Standards Institution (BSI) is the world's first Standards Body and founding member of ISO from the United Kingdom.

oBSI produces technical standards on various products, services, and supplies certification and standards-related services to businesses.
eThey are among the most respected and reputable management systems certification bodies globally and are accredited by around 20
local and international bodies.
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200. Which of the following country will host Ukraine Peace Summit at the request of Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy?

mﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%muwmﬁ@aﬁﬁﬁquwmmﬂﬁmﬁ
AT BN
(a) India / HRd
(b) Russia / *d
(c) Japan / SITUTT
(d) USA / JU¥T
(e) Switzerland / fgeoRds
Ans. e
Sol. Switzerland to Host Ukraine Peace Summit
Switzerland has agreed to host a global peace summit on Ukraine at the request of Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskiy.
Neutral Switzerland has previously acted as a broker to resolve conflicts and could now help find a resolution
for the war that began when Russia sent troops into Ukraine on Feb 24, 2022.
The summit, aimed at resolving the conflict sparked by Russia’s incursion into Ukraine in 2022, highlights
Switzerland’s role as a neutral mediator.
About Ukraine
eCapital- Kyiv
eCurrency - Hryvnia
ePresident - Volodymyr Zelenskyy
ePrime Minister - Denys Shmyhal
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201. Which bank has launched the 'Platinum Credit Card’ in association with EazyDiner?
T 9@ A SolteeR & A1y fdaer wfeaw »ige w1e di< frar 82

(a) Federal Bank / BHeId 9h

(b) Axis Bank / m%

(¢) IndusInd Bank / 33?]—5’3%

(d) HDFC Bank / TISIUH! §
(e) Kotak Mahindra Bank / Wrﬂ%ﬁ'{%

Ans.c

Sol. IndusInd Bank ties up with EazyDiner to launch credit card

Indusind Bank has launched the ‘EazyDiner Indusind Bank Platinum Credit Card’ in association with EazyDiner.

The credit card offers an additional discount of X500 while paying through the EazyDiner App via PayEazy for both dining and takeaway
at select restaurants.

Cardholders get an EazyDiner Prime membership for three months, with guaranteed discounts of 25 percent to 50 percent, at over 2,000
premium restaurants, without any joining or annual fees. Users can renew their membership upon payment of 30,000 every 90 days.
The card offers up to 2 reward points on every X100 spent; in addition to the discounts, the reward points earned can be redeemed
instantly against dining bills on the EazyDiner app.

IndusInd Bank

eFounded - 1994

eFounder - S.P. Hinduja

eHeadquarters - Mumbai, Maharashtra,

eMD & CEO - Sumant Kathpalia

eTagline - We Make You Feel Richer
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202. Which bank has launched SmartFin, an end-to-end digital supply chain finance (SCF) platform, powered by Veefin Solutions?
m%ﬁﬁﬂhﬂmmwﬁa@ -g-Us f3forea Iws 39 wig—g (THHITw) WewiH Wb di= fear 32

(a) South Indian Bank / 9I3Y

(b) Axis Bank / m%

(¢) Yes Bank / Tg 9%

(d) HDFC Bank / TISIUH! §
(e) IDFC First Bank / 388 UH T g

Ans. c

Sol. Yes Bank deploys Veefin’s SmartFin supply chain finance solution

Yes Bank has launched SmartFin, an end-to-end digital supply chain finance (SCF) platform, powered by Veefin Solutions.

The initiative reflects Yes Bank’s commitment to fostering innovation and enhancing its digital offerings, particularly in the realm of
working capital efficiencies.

The SmartFin platform, through its end-to-end digital offerings, will help us drive the required operational & financial efficiencies for all
stakeholders.

Recent Facilities Launched in Banking & Insurance Sector

o DLabs at ISB launches "Build for Billions’ jointly with RBI Innovation Hub, Union Bank of India

. SBI launched Green Rupee Term Deposit of 1,111 days, 1,777 days, and 2,222 days tenor for resident individuals, non-individuals,
and NRI customers.

. Indian Bank launches 'Indian Bank One Co-Branded Credit Card’

o IndusInd Bank lunched ‘Samman RuPay Credit Card’ exclusively for government employees.

J Canara Bank to launch Data Analytics center in Bengaluru from 1 April
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203. Which company has regained its status as the most valued public sector undertaking, surpassing the
market capitalization of State Bank of India?

frg HUHT 7 YR We 96 & ToIR YlldRl & 1D Did §U 949 Jeud Jraeli—® &5 & SUhd
& U I 3uAT gult b A g1 B foran 82

(a) NTPC /T-cTUt/
(b) Axis Bank / TR d&

(c) LIC / Ta3Ms T
(d) HDFC Bank /

TIS UG §
(e) ICICI Bank / 3T UI3MSII3ME o

Ans. c

Sol. LIC overtakes SBI to become the most valuable PSU

Life Insurance Corporation of India, a government-owned insurance giant, has regained its status as the most
valued public sector undertaking, surpassing the market capitalization of State Bank of India.

While SBI holds a market value of Rs 5.63 lakh crore, LIC has surpassed it with a market capitalization
(MCap) of Rs 5.64 lakh crore.

In 17 Jan, SBI stock witnessed a 1.5 percent decline to Rs 624, whereas LIC traded at Rs 896 on the BSE,
showing a 0.2 percent increase. Concurrently, the benchmark BSE Sensex experienced a 1.02 percent loss,
settling at 72,386 points.

In 2023, LIC witnessed a remarkable gain of over 22%, and in the ongoing year, 2024, it has surged by an
additional 7.5%. In contrast, SBI made modest progress with an advancement of nearly 5% in the previous
year, but in the current year; it has incurred a loss of over 1%.
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204. Who has been appointed as the Commandant in the Indian Naval Academy?
YR TR rpTedt § pHise & *u  frw fAgea fear man 82

(a) Anish Dayal Singh / IR T R¥fg

(b) Sujoy Lal Thaosen / golig dTel UT3TH

(c) Vineet McCarty / CRIGKEEEA

(d) Umesh Mishra / 30 A

(e) Subodh Kumar Jaiswal /ﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬂ PHIR SI[gHdT ]
Ans. c
Sol. Vineet McCarty appointed as Commandant in Indian Naval Academy
Vice Admiral Vineet McCarty took over as Commandant of the Indian Naval Academy.
The Flag Officer was commissioned into the Indian Navy on 01 Jul 1989 and is a graduate of Defence Service Staff
College, Wellington (2005) and National Defence College, New Delhi (2017).
A specialist in ‘Gunnery and Missiles’, he served as the commissioning crew of INS Delhi and did all his specialist
tenures onboard the frontline Guided Missile Destroyer.
Before assuming charge as the Commandant of Indian Naval Academy, he was Flag Officer Commanding the Western
Fleet.
Recent Appointment in Defence Sector
o DG (Acquisition) of Defence Ministry - Samir Kumar Sinha
Vice Chief of the Naval Staff - Dinesh K. Tripathi
J Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Naval Command (WNC) - Sanjay Jasjit Singh (replace Dinesh K
Tripathi)
o DG of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) - Nina Singh (first woman Director)
o DG of the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) - Rahul Rasgotra (replace Anish Dayal Singh)
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205. Who has assumed charge as the Director General Naval Operations (DGNO)?
TRAT AT HeIfHeR® (SIeieas) & U § fhaa FrIHR ST 82
(a) RK Gupta / W%‘I‘?ﬂ
(b) Kalikesh Singh Deo / Hicih Rig <a
(c) Raj Shukla / XTof Rl
(d) AN Pramod / Q'Q:fm
(e) Paritosh Tripathi / BIEGILRELIG)
Ans.d
Sol. AN Pramod assumed charge as the Director General Naval Operations (DGNO)
Vice Admiral AN Pramod has assumed charge as the Director General Naval Operations (DGNO).
An alumnus of the 38th Integrated Cadet Course, Naval Academy, Goa, he was commissioned into the Indian Navy on 01 July 1990.
The Flag Officer is a CAT ‘A’ Sea King Air Operations Officer and a Communication & Electronics Warfare Specialist. He did the Staff
Course at DSSC Wellington (Nilgiris) and the Naval Higher Command Course at NWC, Goa.
Recent Appointment in Defence Sector
DG of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) - Anish Dayal Singh
DG of the Fire Service - Vivek Srivastava
Vice Chief of Naval Staff - Vice Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi
Chief of Special Protection Group (SPG) - Alok Sharma
Command of The Eastern Fleet - Rear Admiral Rajesh Dhankhar
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206. Bengaluru-based space data company, Pixxel has inaugurated its first spacecraft manufacturing
facility in which city?

AT U siafver Se1HU, Pixxel A foo T qrex & Sru=t ugd! siafver a1 fHwtor gfaen o1
SquTeH fHarg?

(a) Bengaluru / W

(b) Hyderabad /

(c) Chennai /%srs‘

(d) Greater Noida /a?T SIS
(e) Thiruvananthapuram / ﬁIW:IﬁERT[

Ans. a

Sol. Pixxel opens new spacecraft manufacturing facility in Bengaluru

Bengaluru-based space data company, Pixxel has inaugurated its first spacecraft manufacturing facility
in Bengaluru.

The new facility holds significance as it targets to launch six satellites this year and 18 more by 2025,
further advancing its mission of building a “health monitor” for the planet.

Spread across 30,000 square feet, the facility, at its full capacity, is equipped to handle more than 20
satellites simultaneously that can be turned around within a timeframe of six months, making possible
a total of 40 large satellites per year.

The facility was inaugurated by S. Somanath, chairman of the Indian Space Research Organization
(ISRO).
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207. Indian Navy and which country's navy has conducted the first edition of bilateral exercise ‘Ex-Ayutthaya’?
YRR AT 3R {5 =1 1 A1 A fguehia siars 'Ta-Srfdr &1 ugdr |&hul sraiford far 37
(a) France / Wi
(b) Thailand / YTScIS
(c¢) Sri Lanka / INCA
(d) USA / AT
(e) Israel / RUIRISA
Ans. b
Sol. India, Thailand organized first bilateral exercise “Ex-Ayutthaya”
The Indian Navy and Royal Thai Navy (RTN) conducted a maiden bilateral exercise, named ‘Ex-Ayutthaya’, which symbolizes the
significance of ‘Ayodhya’ in India and Ayutthaya in Thailand, which holds historic legacies and has rich cultural ties.
The Indian Naval ships Kulish and IN LCU 56 participated in the inaugural edition of the exercise.
The Royal Thai Navy side was represented by His Thai Majesty’s Ship (HTMS) Prachuap Khiri Khan.
The 36th edition of the India-Thailand Coordinated Patrol (Indo-Thai CORPAT) was also conducted along with the maiden bilateral
exercise. Moreover, the Maritime Patrol Aircraft from both navies participated in the sea phase of the exercise.
Recent Exercise

1st edition of Military Exercise ‘Desert Cyclone’ between India & UAE - Rajasthan

12th edition of multi-national naval exercise MILAN 24 - Visakhapatnam

4th edition of Military Exercise VINBAX-2023 between India & Vietnam - Hanoi, Vietnam

14th edition of Exercise Vajra Prahar2023 between India & USA - Umroi, Meghalaya

9th edition of Mitra Shakti 2023 between India and Sri Lanka - Aundh, Pune
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208. Who has inaugurated the 5th Edition of the Meghalaya Games in Tura, Meghalaya?
BT & qRT H AUTer Wdl & 59 AHIl BT Igule [ fhar g?

(a) Narendra Modi / g ardl

(b) Amit Shah / 3{fHd UM

(c) Anurag Thakur / ST TP

(d) Droupadi Murmu / a'qﬂﬂﬁ

(e) Jagdeep Dhankhar / ey Yqdg

Ans.d

Sol. Indian President Inaugurated 5th Meghalaya Games

President of India, Droupadi Murmu has inaugurated the 5th Edition of the Meghalaya Games in Tura,
Meghalaya.

The President highlighted the tremendous potential for the development of sports and sportspersons
in the North East region, citing its rich tradition of a strong sports culture.

It is the first time ever that the Meghalaya Games have been conducted in Garo hills in Tura. Around
3000 athletes will compete across 23 sports disciplines.

The torch’s final lap through Tura’s West Garo Hills was carried by Shri Simeon Marak, a Northeast
Olympics representative, during the inauguration ceremony at the P.A. Sangma Stadium.

The Torch Relay Ceremony illuminated the state’s commitment to athleticism, unity, and youth
empowerment, setting the stage for the upcoming Meghalaya Games, 2024.
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209. Who has won the ICC Women's Player of the Month Award for December 2023?
faiaR 2023 & forW 1cc Afea WaR 3ITF ¢ HY T RPR fFa- siidr g2
() Harleen Deol / 8@ g3fid

(b) Ellyse Perry / Qﬁi@aﬁ
(¢) Sarah Taylor / IRT TR

(d) Smriti Mandhana / F{ﬁff[?ﬂ:ﬂ

(e) Deepti Sharma / Sifey zmmf

Ans.e

Sol. Pat Cummins and Deepti Sharma won ICC Players of the Month for December 2023

ICC revealed the Men's and Women's Player of the Month award winners for December 2023.
Australia skipper Pat Cummins wins ICC Men's Player of the Month award for December 2023 for bowling heroics in the Test triumph
against Pakistan.

Meanwhile, Deepti Sharma of India won the maiden ICC Women's Player of the Month award for December 2023 thanks to her multi-
format brilliance against England and Australia.

ICC Men's Player of the Month

eJuly 2023 - Chris Woakes (England)

eAugust 2023 - Babar Azam (Pakistan)

eSeptember 2023 - Shubman Gill (India)

eOctober 2023 - Rachin Ravindra (New Zeland)

eNovember 2023 - Travis Head (Australia)

eDecember 2023 - Pat Cummins (Australia)

ICC Women's Player of the Month

eJuly 2023 - Ashleigh Gardner (Australia)

eAugust 2023 - Arlene Kelly (Ireland)

eSeptember 2023 - Chamari Athapaththu (Sri Lanka)

eOctober 2023 - Hayley Matthews (West Indies)

eNovember 2023 - Nahida Akter (Bangladesh)

eDecember 2023 - Deepti Sharma (India)
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210. Who has won the gold medal in the men’s 25m centre fire pistol competition in Jakarta,
Indonesia?

gwmf,é@ﬁﬁmﬁgw’faﬂ 25 Hiex Hex BRR fuved ufaaifiar § fra= wauf uee Sfiar
(a.) Gagan Narang / TR TR
(b) Saurabh Chaudhary / JRH TTeRT

(c) Vijay Kumar / ﬁ\_rl'qW

(d) Abhinav Bindra / 31f%4d fdgT

(e) Yogesh Singh / e g

Ans. e

Sol. Yogesh Singh wins gold medal in men’s 25m centre fire pistol

Yogesh Singh won the gold medal in the men’s 25m centre fire pistol competition in Jakarta,
Indonesia.

Yogesh claimed the individual gold medal after shooting 573, finishing ahead of silver winner
Muad Al Balushi of Oman (570) and Indonesia’s Anang Yulianto (567).

The other two Indian participants in the event, Pankaj Yadav (567) and Akshay Jain (564),
ended fourth and sixth.

In the women's event, the Indian trio of Shreyasi, Manisha Keer and Bhavya Tripathi, however,
won the silver medal in the women’s trap team event with a total of 328, finishing behind China
and ahead of Kazakhstan.
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211. Women's Healthy Weight Day is observed every year on which day?
Afger SR qu feaw g ara foed fg1 w=mar simar g2

(a) Third Thursday of January / SR BT AT [edIR
(b) Third Friday of January / SR BT ARIRT R[hdIR
(c) Third Saturday of January / SR BT dRERT YFAAR
(d) Third Sunday of January / SR BT ARRT AR

(e) Third Wednesday of January / AR BT dRRT qgYdiR

Ans. a

Sol. 18 January 2024 - Women's Healthy Weight Day

Women's Healthy Weight Day is observed every year on the Thursday of the third week of January.
This year it's being celebrated on January 18.

The day aims at spreading awareness around the concept of healthy weight and steps to achieve the
ideal weight.

Maintaining a healthy weight is important for both men and women and it not only helps you feel
better and more energetic but can also reduce risk of falling ill due to chronic diseases like
cardiovascular illness, hypertension, type 2 diabetes, fatty liver disease, thyroid issues to name a few.
A balanced meal should be consumed to maintain a healthy weight whether you are on a higher or
lower side of the ideal weight.

Shedding extra pounds doesn't require a strenuous workout routine, but a regular effort to maintain
the required weight for overall well-being.
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212. In January 2024, which company has received an order of X695 crore from Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Ltd for the supply of spares related to missile systems?

SHast 2024 ¥, fhg S+l &1 forarsa Rivew § A&fea qoit ot 3myfd & fore agrnid sie
Rufycew fofirds § 2695 TS 1 3iTST UTW §3MT 3?

(a) Reliance Industries Limited / W%@Wﬁ’lﬁlﬁg

(b) Larsen & Toubro (L&T) / Flm.:[@?ﬁﬁ (‘QF[Q_S'ZPD

(c) Hindustan Aeronautics Limited / i%ogFFllo_-l TRAlTead fofaes
(d) Tata Advanced Systems / €T USAIES e

(e) Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) / W@mm (EﬂgQ?D

Ans. e

Sol. BEL bags X695-crore order from Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders

Navratna PSU Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) has received an order of X695 crore from Mazagon
Dock Shipbuilders Ltd for the supply of spares related to missile systems.

The PSU has also received additional orders worth 339.31 crore since the last disclosure on
December 2023, and these orders pertain to the Combat Management System, Composite
Communication System, Transmit and Receive Modules, Mobile Autonomous Stabilization System, and
other spares and services.

With the latest order, BEL has received cumulative orders of X27,647.31 crore in the current financial
year.
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213. Union Minister of Fisheries, Parshotham Rupala has launched the project of depositing Artificial Reefs in
the seabed in Vizhinjam, Thiruvananthapuram. The project is being implemented under which scheme?

S T Ut T, R Ut A fasadaqzd & fAfsicr ® 99g aa A S0 ggE v w1 @)
TR IRE @t 8 | I8 UGS fod Tie1 & dgd fepanf-ad &1 o 38l 82

(a) National Horticulture Mission / TI@HWFﬁﬁI’QFT

(b) Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana / YUHAT T GHel rofl

(c) Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana / PHIBER]) HTg a1 BISE|

(d) Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana / UWH@T@W

(e) Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana / YTHAT HIRS fAHr TS

Ans.b

Sol. Parshotham Rupala Launches Project for Artificial Reefs in Vizhinjam

Union Minister of Fisheries, Parshotham Rupala has launched the project of depositing artificial reefs in the
seabed in Vizhinjam, Thiruvananthapuram.

The project, a joint initiative of the Central and State governments, is aimed at increasing the income of
fishermen by enhancing the fish population in the region.

The project is being implemented under Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana with a total outlay of 13.02
crore. Out of this, 7.812 crore is being provided by the Central Government and 5.208 crore is the State
government’s share.

Kerala State Coastal Area Development Corporation implements the project with technical assistance from
the Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute.

In the first phase, 6,300 artificial reefs will be laid in 42 fishing villages from Pozhiyur to Varkala in
Thiruvananthapuram district.
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214. Who has inaugurated the new building of the office of Central Registrar of Cooperative Societies office at the World Trade Centre in
New Delhi?
% fewh 7 ac8 ¢8 dex # TeoR! aftifaal & Fdta IreR srafaa & 7T yad 1 3ure- feaq fearg?
(a) Narendra Modi / g ardl
(b) Amit Shah / 31f8d T8
(©) Rajnath Singh /TIGFH?I@_E'
(d) Droupadi Murmu / aﬁﬂjﬁ
(e) Jagdeep Dhankhar / TG RIS
Ans. b
Sol. Amit Shah Inaugurates New Cooperative Office for Strengthening Societies and Rural Economy
Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah has inaugurated the new building of the office of Central Registrar of Cooperative Societies
office at the World Trade Centre, Naroji Nagar in New Delhi.
The cooperative sector makes a big contribution to India's five trillion dollars economy goal.
Amit said that, after the establishment of the Cooperation Ministry, Cooperative Societies are being strengthened and Rural Economy is
getting connected with Modern Technologies.
Before the formation of the Ministry of Cooperation, the Central Registrar of Cooperative Societies did not have enough staff and there
was no computerization.
Amit Shah in News
Amit Shah chairs 'National PACS Mega Conclave’ in New Delhi
Amit Shah inaugurates 58th DGsP/IGsP conference 2023 in Jaipur
Amit Shah launched logo, website and brochure of National Cooperative for Exports Limited (NCEL)
Amit Shah inaugurated India’s first nano DAP plant in Gandhinagar, Gujarat
Amit Shah chairs review meeting on Left Wing Extremism in New Delhi
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215. Who has inaugurated the 12th General Assembly of the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace in
New Delhi?

73 fedt o wrifa & fore vRrE dig awad &t 124 AT &1 3gure foraH fear g2

(a) Narendra Modi / T Aid]

(b) Amit Shah / 3if&d T8

(c) Rajnath Singh / ATy Rig

(d) Droupadi Murmu / ﬁqﬂﬂﬁ

(e) Jagdeep Dhankhar / ey Yqdg

Ans. e

Sol. Jagdeep Dhankhar inaugurates 12th General Assembly of the Asian Buddhist Conference for Peace
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar has inaugurated the 12th General Assembly of the Asian Buddhist
Conference for Peace in New Delhi.

Vice President said that the world today faces challenges like climate change, conflict, terrorism, and
poverty which are universal and can be addressed by common resolve and collaborative and collective
approach.

He said, when we talk of Buddhism in Asia, it is a large part of area and population which is
multicultural encompassing diverse customs and traditions, art, architecture, music, literature,
lifestyle, philosophy, food, politics, and religion.
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216. Secretary of MeitY, S Krishnan has launched two flagship programs - “Centre of Excellence (CoE) in
Intelligent Internet of Things (IIoT) Sensors” and “India Innovation Centre for Graphene (IICG)” in which
state?

MeitY & TfId, T $OM A 5T 7sa A & U FrieH - "sefersic sexe Sifw AT (1loT) TR
IPTAT H% (CoE)" 3R ST 3AIARM Wer GBI UTHIA (11CG6)" AT fru 87
(a) Kerala /

(b) Tamil Nadu / AiHeHTg

(¢) Odisha /

(d) Andhra Pradesh / 3{f¢f a1

(e) Telangana / GNKIGL

Ans.a

Sol. MeitY Secretary launches “Centre of Excellence in Intelligent Internet of Things Sensors” in Kerala
Secretary of the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), S Krishnan has launched two
flagship programs - “Centre of Excellence (CoE) in Intelligent Internet of Things (I1oT) Sensors” and India’s
first Graphene Centre “India Innovation Centre for Graphene (IICG)” at Maker Village, Kochi, Kerala.

The CoE in IIoT Sensors is a unique facility established at Makers Village Kochi by MeitY, the Government of
India, and the government of Kerala to catalyze the development of sensors within the realm of Intelligent
[oT systems covering a broad spectrum of applications of intelligent sensors in networks, devices, and sensor
systems.

Digital University Kerala (DUK) (formerly IIITMK) and Centre for Materials for Electronics Technology
(CMET)-Thrissur are the technical partner for setting up these centers at Makers Village Kochi.

The complete full-fledged facility for R&D, incubation, innovation, skilling, capacity building, testing &
certification shall be established at these centers by the experts of these agencies.

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

x

Download Current Affairs APP ﬁamblblous babalie Online test Series
o

217. Consider the following statements about the 2024 Global 500 IT Services Ranking:

(i) TCS ranked second most valuable IT brand in global list.

(ii) The rankings released by CSR Finance.

(iii) TCS’ brand value has surged to $19.2 billion from $16.2 billion in 2023.

(iv) Accenture maintained its position as the world’s most valuable IT services brand.

How many of the statements give above are CORRECT?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) All are correct

(e) All are incorrect

Ans.b

Statements

(i) TCS ranked second most valuable IT brand in global list. (Correct)

(i) The rankings released by CSR Finance. (Incorrect)

(iii) TCS’ brand value has surged to $19.2 billion from $17.2 billion in 2023. (Incorrect)

(iv) Accenture maintained its position as the world’s most valuable IT services brand. (Correct)

Sol. TCS ranked second most valuable IT brand in global list

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) has been rated as the second most valuable IT services brand in the world in the 2024 Global 500 IT
Services Ranking by Brand Finance.

TCS’ brand value has surged to $19.2 billion from $17.2 billion in 2023, showing a strong growth of 11.5 per cent year-on-year (y-0-y).
The incremental $2-billion growth is the highest absolute growth posted among the top 25 leading IT firms in the world.

Besides TCS, Accenture and Infosys boosted their brand value as well. The three firms topped the list of IT firms in terms of brand value.
Accenture maintained its position as the world’s most valuable IT services brand, with a brand value of $40.5 billion, up 1.6 per cent
from last year.

The brand finance report suggests that adoption of technologies like generative Al has played a major role in boosting brand value of IT
firms especially Accenture.

Meanwhile, Azim-Premji-backed Wipro was the only IT services major to have witnessed an erosion in brand value by 7.6 per cent on a
y-o0-y basis to $6.2 billion.
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218. Consider the following statements about Expo Wings India 2024

(i) Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya M Scindia inaugurated Wings India 2024.

(ii) The event was organized by the Airports Authority of India in collaboration with the Ministry and CCI.

(iii) The event is organized at Kempegowda International Airport, Bengaluru.

(Iv) The theme of this expo is ‘Connecting India with the World in Amritkal.

Find the INCORRECT statements

(a) onlyii

(b) only iii

(c) only ii & iii

(d) onlyi & iv

(e) All are correct

Ans. c

Sol. Jyotiraditya Scindia Inaugurates Asia’s Largest Aviation Expo Wings India 2024

Union Minister for Civil Aviation Jyotiraditya M Scindia has inaugurated Wings India 2024, Asia’s largest aviation expo, at Begumpet
Airport in Hyderabad.

This event marks a significant milestone in the Indian aviation sector; highlighting its growth and future potential.

The four-day event is being organized by the Airports Authority of India in collaboration with the Ministry and FICCI.

The Wings India, supposed to be the biggest civil aviation show in Asia, will be showcasing an array of new-generation aircraft displays,
allied aviation services, auxiliary unit industries, and advancements in the tourism sector.

The biennial event is being held with the main theme ‘Connecting India with the World in Amritkal’ and witness deliberations over the
strategies and strategic framework for the future Aviation Sector of the country.

About 1500 delegates from over 100 countries, about five thousand business representatives and over one lakh visitors are expected to
take part in the event. About 500 Business to Business meetings are also scheduled to be held during the event.

Meanwhile, the latest widebody Boeing aircraft, 777-9, and the new engineering marvel, Airbus A350 will be displayed for the first time
at the Wings India air show in Hyderabad.
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219. The Adani Group will invest Rs 12,400 crore in which state in the next few years?
STVl TE 3T 5 Tul A frd I A 12,400 HAS FUA HT (A= HM?

(a) Maharashtra / HERTY

(b) Tamil Nadu / ?rlfm:ng

(c) Gujarat / 1]sIRTd

(d) Andhra Pradesh / Y Y

(e) Telangana / GEUIEI

Ans. e

Sol. Adani Group plans to invest Rs12,400 crore in Telangana

The Adani Group headed by its chairman Gautam Adani has announced investments to the tune of Rs 12,400 crore in Telangana in the
next few years.

Adani Enterprises Ltd (AEL) will invest over Rs 5,000 crore in a 100-MW data centre to be powered by renewable energy, over the
coming 5-7 years.

AEL will work closely with local micro, small and medium enterprises and start-ups to develop a globally competent supplier base for
the project. It would provide direct and indirect jobs to 600 people.

Adani Green Energy Ltd (AGEL) will invest over Rs 5,000 crore to set up two pump storage projects (PSPs) - 850 MW at
Koyabestagudem and 500 MW at Nacharam in the State.

Ambuja Cements, which was acquired by the Ahmedabad-based group, will invest Rs 1,400 crore to set up a 6 MTPA cement plant in the
next five years. The unit would be set up across 70 acres and would significantly enhance Ambuja’s capability. It will provide
employment to over 4,000 people, both directly and indirectly.

Adani Defence Systems and Technologies Ltd will invest over Rs 1,000 crore in 10 years to set up a comprehensive ecosystem for the
research, development, design, manufacturing and integration of counter drone and missile systems at the Adani Aerospace Park.
About Telangana

o Established - 2 June 2014

J Capital - Hyderabad

eChief Minister - Revanth Reddy (replace K. Chandrashekar Rao)

eDeputy CM - Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka

eGovernor - Tamilisai Soundararajan

eSpeaker of Telangana Assembly - Gaddam Prasad Kumar
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220. Which country has introduced the world's first sustainability accreditation framework 'EcoMark Global' for Micro, Small, and
Medium-sized Enterprises (MSMEs)?

5T 3=1 7 g&H, Y SR 7AW SMPR & ITHT (MSMEs) & forT gf - &1 ugar fRRar ar=aan e 's&ard taaer 937 farar 32
(a) Netherland / .

(b) India / HRd

(c) USA / JUHT

(d) Singapore /ﬁi”'ITCR

(e) UAE /

Ans.e

Sol. UAE unveils groundbreaking 'EcoMark’ green accreditation framework

UAE has introduced the world's first sustainability accreditation framework for Micro, Small, and Medium-sized Enterprises (MSMEs).
'EcoMark’ Global Accreditation, based on ISO standards, aims to enhance MSMESs' global competitiveness in the green economy.
Digitally enabled certification includes resources for document requirements, sustainability roadmap, and standardized application
process.

About United Arab Emirates (UAE)

eCapital - Abu Dhabi

eCurrency - Dirham

ePresident - Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan

ePrime Minister - Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum

Official language -Arabic
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221. Consider the statements about the Classical Language of India

(i) Hindi was the first language in India to be accorded classical language status in 2004.

(ii) The Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution lists the official languages of the Republic of India, including 22 languages.

(iii) India to include Farsi as one of 9 classical languages.

Find the CORRECT statements

(a) onlyi

(b) only i & ii

(c) only ii & iii

(d) All are correct

(e) All are incorrect

Ans. c

Sol. In a significant move to deepen cultural ties, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar announced that the Government of India has
decided to include Farsi (Persian) as one of the nine classical languages in India under the New Education Policy.

Jaishankar also highlights the cultural, literary, and linguistic connections between Iran and India.

This recognition reflects a commitment to fostering greater understanding and appreciation of Farsi’s rich heritage within the Indian
educational framework.

Tamil was the first language in India to be accorded classical language status in 2004.

Sanskrit, Kannada, Malayalam and Odia are the other languages that have been declared classical languages in India by the central
government.

In addition to these classical languages Pali, Persian, and Prakrit; and their works of literature too must be preserved for their richness
and for the pleasure and enrichment of posterity,” according to India’s National Education Policy-2020.

Before Farsi’s inclusion, India recognized six languages as classical: Tamil (2004), Sanskrit (2005), Kannada (2008), Telugu (2008),
Malayalam (2013), and Odia (2014).

The criteria for declaring a language as ‘Classical’ include a recorded history of 1500-2000 years, a valuable heritage of ancient
literature, an original literary tradition, and distinctness from modern forms or offshoots.

8th Schedule of the Indian Constitution

The Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution lists the official languages of the Republic of India, including 22 languages. This schedule
is pivotal for representation on the Official Languages Commission and enriches Hindi and English, the official languages of the Union.
The Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution, governed by Articles 344(1) and 351, lists the official languages of India, currently
numbering 22. This schedule initially included 14 languages in 1950, with gradual additions over the years, reflecting India’s linguistic
diversity and cultural richness.
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222. Who has been appointed as the Chief Staff Officer (Operations) at the Headquarters of Eastern Naval Command?
df R FHH & gy § 7T FHER) ifier) (@) & wu § fea e fear marg?
(a) Smita Sarangi / IRt
(b) Shantanu Jha / QTI?H%IT
(¢) Indra Mani Pandey / _ﬁfqﬁ[tﬂg
(d) Tanu Singh /?‘Iﬂﬁl_e'
(e) Senthil Pandian C / e gifsa ot
Ans. b
Sol. Shantanu Jha Takes Over as Chief Staff Officer at Eastern Naval Command
Rear Admiral Shantanu Jha took charge as Chief Staff Officer (Operations) at the Headquarters, Eastern Naval Command.
Rear Admiral holds the key appointment of the Commodore in (Strategy, Concepts & Transformation) at Naval Headquarters before he
took charge as Chief Staff Officer.
The Rear Admiral is a graduate of the National Defence Academy and Navigation and Direction specialist. The Admiral has a Master's
degree in Defence Studies from Madras University and International Security & Strategy from Kings College, London.
His diverse experience in International Cooperation has also included his role as Naval Attaché at Tehran.
Recent Appointment in Defence Sector
Director General of Naval Operations (DGNO) - AN Pramod
Commandant in Indian Naval Academy - Vice Admiral Vineet McCarty
DG (Acquisition) of Defence Ministry - Samir Kumar Sinha
Vice Chief of the Naval Staff - Dinesh K. Tripathi
Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Western Naval Command (WNC) - Sanjay Jasjit Singh (replace Dinesh K Tripathi)
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223. Consider the following statements about the RuPay Prime Volleyball League 2024
(i) Hrithik Roshan is appointed as brand ambassador of this league.
(ii) RuPay Prime Volleyball powered by MPL.
(iii) In 2024, it will be the 3rd edition of RuPay Prime Volleyball League.
(iv) This year features ten franchises in the league.
Find the INCORRECT statements
(a) Only ii
(b) Only i & iii
(c) Onlyii & iv
(d) Only iv
(e) All are correct
Ans. c
Sol. Hrithik Roshan Onboards as Brand Ambassador for RuPay Prime Volleyball League
RuPay Prime Volleyball powered by A23 has appointed Hrithik Roshan as its brand ambassador.
Hrithik engaged in a discussion about the upcoming season of RuPay Prime Volleyball League powered by A23 with some of the top
volleyball stars who will be competing in the third edition.
The actor has redefined the meaning of athleticism and fitness over the years and has been a true source of inspiration for many of our
athletes.
The RuPay Prime Volleyball League powered by A23, co-owned and exclusively marketed by Baseline Ventures, will enter its third
edition this year featuring nine franchises — Hyderabad Black Hawks, Ahmedabad Defenders, Kolkata Thunderbolts, Calicut Heroes,
Kochi Blue Spikers, Chennai Blitz, Bengaluru Torpedoes, Mumbai Meteors, and the addition, Delhi Toofans.
Recent Brand Ambassador
Katie Moon - 19th Tata Mumbai Marathon
Rishabh Pant - [odex Ultra Gel+
Deepika Padukone - Bisleri (Campign Name - #DrinkItUp)
Kartik Aaryan - Brand Ambassador for Football by Sony Sports Network
Amrita Raichand - Health Ambassador for Salaam Bombay Foundation
Sourav Ganguly - Tripura Tourism
R Madhavan - The insurtech company Acko
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224. Recently, which player has become India's number one chess player, surpassing Vishwanathan Anand?

BT 81 §, P11 IS HIRA BT FaR TP Yavol fAATS! 991 1471 &, SN fay=14= 3ii<ic &) UR &= 1 8?

(a) R Praggnanandhaa / 3R UM<

(b) Aravindh Chithambaram / 3Rfdq ferdary

(c) Alexandr Predke / Q@IEI@I S USh

(d) Abhijeet Gupta / Gfﬁ-ﬁﬂﬁ‘l?ﬂ

(e) Jaykumar Sammed / Wﬂﬂﬂ}[ﬂ

Ans. a

Sol. Praggnanandhaa Surpasses Viswanathan Anand to Become India’s No.1 Chess Player

Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa, an 18-year-old chess prodigy from Chennai, achieved a historic milestone in his career by defeating
World Champion Ding Liren from China.

This significant victory occurred during the fourth round of the 2024 Tata Steel Chess Tournament held in Wijk aan Zee.
Praggnanandhaa also leapfrogged over five-time world champion Viswanathan Anand as the country’s top-ranked chess player in the
FIDE’s live ratings with a rating of 2748.3, while Anand is at 2748. (FIDE discloses the published ratings at the start of each month).
Pragg became the second Indian after Anand to defeat a reigning world champion in classical chess.

At Wijk aan Zee, Ding is playing in a rare tournament after taking the world championship crown last year by defeating Russia’s lan
Nepomniachtchi.

Meanwhile, Gukesh, who last year had become the first Indian to overhaul Anand as India No 1 in 36 years in the FIDE published ratings,
lost his encounter with Anish Giri.
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225. Indian cricket team captain Rohit Sharma has created history by becoming the first batsman to score centuries in T20
Internationals (T20Is).
%mﬁuwm%wﬁﬁawfﬁﬁzo&m@u(ﬁzoen@ﬁ Y@ ST aTel Ugel Jeaarel 9o siderd 3 fear
I
(a) 4
(b) 5
()6
(d)7
(e)8
Ans.b
Sol. Rohit Sharma becomes the most prolific T20I centurion
Indian cricket team captain Rohit Sharma has created history by becoming the first batsman to score five centuries in T20 Internationals
(T20Is).
This milestone was achieved during the third T20I match against Afghanistan in Bengaluru.
The match between India and Afghanistan became the first in international cricket to feature two Super Overs. It is only the second T20
match to have two super overs - Mumbai Indians vs Kings XI Punjab in the IPL in 2020 was the first teams scoring 214.
5 Hundreds for Rohit Sharma in T20I cricket are the most for any batter in the format, going one ahead of Glenn Maxwell and
Suryakumar Yadav.
Rohit had set the record for most T20I hundreds in November 2018, with his fourth century to surpass Colin Munro (3). That record was
equalled recently by Maxwell (in November 2023) and Suryakumar (in Dec 2023) before Rohit claimed it back.
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226. Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar has released the book 'Fertilising the Future: Bharat's March Towards Fertilizer Self-Sufficiency'.
Who is the author of this book?
SIRIPUTA SATEIT ¢Es A " BIEATSioiT § WER: U ATd gasd BidargeoRr Go Al RIH! s o1 faura fear g1 59
TP & AGD DI o7
(a) Anurag Thakur / IRNTS1HI
(b) Arjun Munda / GI@‘['EJET
() Jitendra Singh / fords g
(d) Suresh Prabhu / I UY
(e) Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya / il Wq@ﬂﬁm
Ans. e
Sol. Jagdeep Dhankhar released book titled 'Fertilising the Future
Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar has released the book 'Fertilising the Future: Bharat's March Towards Fertilizer Self-Sufficiency'.
It is written by Chemicals and Fertilizers Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya.
The Hindi version of the book is titled 'Urvarak-Atmanirbharta ki Raah.’
The book delineated the journey of making India self-reliant in the fertilizer sector under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the revolutionary changes that have taken place till date.
Recent Books
The Babri Masjid Ram Mandir Dilemma: An Acid Test for India’s Constitution - Madhav Godbole
Why Bharat Matters - S Jaishankar
Breaking the Mould - Raghuram Rajan & Rohit Lamba
Madam Commissioner: The Extraordinary Life of an Indian Police Chief - Meeran Chadha Borwankar
Zeba: An Accidental Superhero - Huma Qureshi
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227. In which city, PM Narendra Modi inaugurates Boeing’s new global engineering and technology centre campus?
g wex ¥, fiew g wid A 9157 & ¢ Ay Fefifrafan ok M F ufer o1 Seure frar @2

(a) Bengaluru / W

(b) Hyderabad /

(c) Chennai /

(d) Greater Noida / aevhw

(e) Thiruvananthapuram / ﬁlﬁqﬂ'ﬂ?ﬂ

Ans. a

Sol. PM Modi inaugurates Boeing’s India Engineering and Technology Center

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated Boeing’s new global engineering and technology centre campus near Bengaluru city.
Built at a cost of Rs 1,600 crore, the 43-acre Boeing India Engineering and Technology Centre (BIETC) campus is the plane-maker’s
largest such investment outside the US.

The campus at Hightech Defence and Aerospace Park in Devanahalli on the city outskirts will become a cornerstone for partnerships
with the vibrant startups, private and government ecosystem in India, and will help develop next-generation products and services for
the global aerospace and defence industry.

PM also launched the 'Boeing Sukanya Programme' that "aims to support the entry of more girl children from across India into the
country's growing aviation sector.

The programme will provide opportunities for girls and women to learn critical skills in science, technology, engineering and maths
(STEM) fields and train for jobs in the aviation sector.

For young girls, the programme will create STEM labs at 150 planned locations to help spark interest in STEM careers. It will also
provide scholarships to women who are training to be pilots.

PM Modi in News

° PM Modi inaugurated the 27th National Youth Festival in Nashik, Maharashtra.

o PM Modi inaugurated & laid the foundation stone of multiple development projects worth over 30,500 crore rupees in
Maharashtra

o PM inaugurates Kochi-Lakshadweep Islands Submarine Optical Fibre Connection

o PM Modi inaugurates new terminal building at Tiruchirappalli airport

o PM Modi attend DGP conference at Jaipur
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228. Who has released a series of commemorative postage stamps dedicated to the Ram Temple in Ayodhya and a book featuring stamps
from around the world honouring the revered deity?

o st o v wieR 1 guita RS S1@ fewel 1 Ue @ar 3Nk Yod ¢ad1 & T H gi-am WR & fewel &1 faiwar aret
TS (IS R B §?

(a) Narendra Modi / TG diet

(b) Amit Shah / 318 ]

(c) Yogi Adityanath / gt ey

(d) Droupadi Murmu / a'q—cﬁﬂ"j

(e) Jagdeep Dhankhar / ST YRS

Ans.a

Sol. PM Modi released commemorative postage stamps, book on Ram Temple

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has released a series of commemorative postage stamps dedicated to the Ram Temple in Ayodhya and a
book featuring stamps from around the world honouring the revered deity.

The intricate design of the stamps captures the essence of Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Mandir, with six distinct components. These include
the Ram Mandir itself, the timeless Choupai 'Mangal Bhavan Amangal Hari', a radiant depiction of the sun, the sacred Saryu River, and
sculptures found in and around the temple.

The six stamps within the collection represent key figures and elements from the Ramayana. These include the Ram Temple, Lord
Ganesh, Lord Hanuman, Jatayu, Kevatraj, and Ma Shabri.

Each stamp is adorned with a touch of elegance, featuring a gold leaf of sun rays and the Choupai, adding a majestic touch to the entire
miniature sheet.

Accompanying the Stamp Release is a 48-page book that sheds light on the international resonance of Lord Ram. The book showcases
stamps issued by more than 20 countries, including the United States, New Zealand, Singapore, Canada, Cambodia, and even by
international organizations such as the United Nations.

This collection aims to underline the universal appeal and influence of Lord Ram on diverse societies across the globe.
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229. India and which country have agreed to jointly fund scientific research projects in the fields of health, decarbonized hydrogen,
marine sciences, and applied mathematics?
R 3R fHH ¢ A WA, SIeaHcs s1sgio, GUs a7 3R sryger 1o & &7 § Sgad ¥ U 9 dq-e ey
ufkierai ) fAiftr 39 & fore weafa s ot @2
(a) France / Wi
(b) Russia / ¥4
(c) UK /
(d) USA / JudU
(e) Canada / d-TlsT
Ans.a
Sol. India, France to jointly fund science research projects
India and France have agreed to jointly fund scientific research projects in the fields of health, decarbonized hydrogen, marine sciences,
and applied mathematics.
The decision was taken during a meeting of the Indo-French Joint Committee on Science and Technology (JCST) in the India
International Science Festival.
The two sides also pointed out the key role of mobility and networking in preparing future cutting-edge scientific cooperation.
Recently India signed MoUs with others countries
o India and Mauritius collaborate on Rs 20 crore small satellite project
India and Guyana signed MoU for Hydrocarbon Sector
India and Malaysia sign an MoU for Cooperation in Broadcasting
India and Italy signed Mobility and Migration Partnership Agreement
India, Russia ink pacts on construction of future power generating units of Kudankulam nuclear plant, Tamil Nadu
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230. The Union Cabinet has approved the proposal to set up 1x660 MW thermal power station in Madhya Pradesh and 2x800 MW
thermal power plant in Odisha. By which company will these power plants be established?

Fatg HEHEe A Ter U™ A 1x660 AIMETE 3R NS A 2x800 ATATE BT YA UTaR Wi RITRUG HIA & U1 B Tl ¢ A 81
3 farett w4 fba Su-it gRT RTfUd fond sy

(a) ReNew Power / ﬁ_:q\tﬂa?

(b) Adani Enterprises / ST QETCI'IB@ITYT

(c) JSW Energy / Wﬁ:ﬁﬁ

(d) NTPC Limited / fafics

(e) Coal India Limited / ®Id fgar faffics

Ans.e

Sol. Cabinet approves Coal India power projects through JVs

The Union Cabinet has approved setting up of two pithead thermal power plants through joint ventures by subsidiaries South Eastern
Coalfields (SECL) and Mahanadi Coalfields (MCL) aimed at providing cheaper power.

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) chaired by Narendra Modi approved proposals to set up a 1xX660 MW thermal
power plant at Amarkantak Thermal Power Station in Chachai, Madhya Pradesh. The CCEA also approved a 2x800 MW Thermal Power
Plant in Sundergarh, Odisha.

The plant at Amarkantak thermal power station will be set through a joint venture between SECL and MPPGCL. The proposal for equity
investment at a capital of Rs 823 crore by SECL and 49 percent equity investment in JV company with an estimated project capex of Rs
5,600 crore has been approved.

For the Sundergarh project, a proposed equity capital of Rs 4,784 crore by MCL with an estimated project capex of Rs 15,947 crore
through MBPL has been approved. The Cabinet gave its nod to MBPL, a special-purpose vehicle of MCL to set up the plant.

Coal India Limited the largest coal mining company in the world, will set up two Pithead Thermal Power Plants, through its subsidiaries,
with a view to provide cheaper power to the country.
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231. Consider the following statements about the International Kolkata Book Fair 2024:

(i) West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee inaugurated the 49th edition of the International Kolkata Book Fair.

(ii) The France is the theme country for this year’s fair.

Find the CORRECT statement?

(a) Only i

(b) Only ii

(c) Both are correct

(d) Both are incorrect

Ans.d

Sol. West Bengal CM inaugurates 47th International Kolkata Book Fair

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has inaugurated the 47th edition of the International Kolkata Book Fair.

The United Kingdom is the theme country for this year’s fair, which has about 1,000 stalls and is scheduled to run from January 18 to
January 31 at Salt Lake’s Central Park here.

Nearly 20 countries were participating in this year’s book fair, which has become a big festival for Kolkata.

This year marks the U.K. as the theme country for the fourth time at the International Kolkata Book Fair. The U.K. pavilion is designed to
immerse visitors in the essence of British culture, highlighting its modern contributions to education, the English language, and the arts.
A stall of The Hindu has also been put up at the fair after a gap of almost 15 years. Several special publications, including The Cholas, The
Himalayas as well as The Hindu Book of Editorials are being displayed at the stall.

About West Bengal

o Capital - Kolkata

oChief Minister - Mamata Banerjee

eGovernor - C V Ananda Bose
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232. Which of the following ministries will organize the “Bharat Parv” from 23-31 January at the Lawns and Gyan Path in front of the
historic Red Fort in Delhi?

frafafea & @ o= a1 wared fiwd | efasiie ara fed & am= a1 3R I 7Y R 23-31 9963 a "YRd Ud” ST 3Taier
B

(a) Ministry of Culture / H@ﬁw

(b) Ministry of Environment and Forests / gfaRuT 3R a9 HATeTd

(¢) Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs / 3TdI{ @Tm & HATC™

(d) Ministry of Education / fRI&T H31erg

(e) Ministry of Tourism /qﬂ?:f HATT

Ans.e

Sol. Ministry of Tourism to organize “Bharat Parv” from 23-31 January

The nine-day extravaganza, part of the Republic Day celebrations, is set to unfold from January 23rd to January 31, at the Lawns and
Gyan Path in front of the historic Red Fort in Delhi.

Since its inception in 2016, Bharat Parv has evolved into a grand celebration, bringing together the rich tapestry of India's cultural
heritage, citizen-centric initiatives, and vibrant traditions.

The event promises a captivating blend of Republic Day Parade tableaux, dynamic cultural performances, engaging presentations, and a
feast of delectable delicacies from every corner of the country.

This year's Bharat Parv showcases the participation of 26 Central Ministries and Departments, each highlighting citizen-centric schemes
and government initiatives such as Mission Life, One District One Product, Viksit Bharat, Nari Shakti, and Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat.
To enhance the cultural experience, thematic pavilions of more than 30 states and union territories have been set up, providing visitors
with a glimpse of the diverse tourist attractions of the country. The event is not only a celebration of heritage but also a platform for local
artisans to shine, with "Vocal for Local" being promoted through their participation in displaying and selling their products.
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233. Consider the following statements regarding the Finance Commission:

(i) The Finance Commission is a statutory body that gives suggestions on Centre-State financial relations.

(ii) The Union Cabinet approved the creation of three posts at the level of Joint Secretary for the 16th Finance Commission.

(iii) In December 2023, Anoop Singh Pandey was named as the Secretary to the 16t Finance Commission.

(ii) The 16th Finance Commission chaired by Arvind Panagariya.

How many of the statements given above are CORRECT?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(¢) Only three

(d) All are correct

(e) All are incorrect

Ans.b

Statements

(i) The Finance Commission is a statutory body that gives suggestions on Centre-State financial relations. (Incorrect)

(ii) The Union Cabinet approved the creation of three posts at the level of Joint Secretary for the 16th Finance Commission. (Correct)

(iii) In December 2023, Anoop Singh Pandey was named as the Secretary to the 16t Finance Commission. (Incorrect)

(ii) The 16th Finance Commission chaired by Arvind Panagariya. (Correct)

Sol. Cabinet approves creation of posts for 16th Finance Commission

The Cabinet has approved the creation of three officer-level posts for assisting the 16th Finance Commission, chaired by Arvind Panagariya.

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the creation of three posts at the level of Joint Secretary i.e. two posts of Joint Secretary
and one post of Economic Adviser, for the 16th Finance Commission.

The newly created posts are required to assist the Commission in carrying out its functions. All other posts in the commission have already been created as per the
delegated powers.

In December 2023, the government appointed the former vice chairman of Niti Aayog Panagariya as the chairman of the 16th Finance Commission. While, Ritvik
Ranjanam Pandey was named as the Secretary to the Commission.

The Commission would submit its report to the President by October 31, 2025. The report would be for five years commencing April 1, 2026.

Besides suggesting tax devolution between the Centre and States and revenue augmentation measures, the Commission would review the present arrangements for
financing disaster management initiatives with reference to the funds constituted under the Disaster Management Act, 2005.

The erstwhile 15th Finance Commission under N.K. Singh had recommended that States be given 41% of the divisible tax pool of the Centre during five-year period
2021-22 to 2025-26, which is at the same level as was recommended by the 14th Finance Commission.

As for the Fifteenth finance commission, it was chaired by N.K. Singh and members included Shaktikanta Das, Ashok Lahiri, Ramesh Chand and Anoop Singh.
About Finance Commission

¢ The Finance Commission was constituted in pursuance of Article 280 of the Constitution.

oThe Finance Commission is a constitutional body that gives suggestions on Centre-State financial relations.
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234. Which bank has launched the Mone%ZIndla app, which allows customers of any Canadian bank to send money to any bank in India?

ﬁwéﬁﬁMoneyzlndlaﬁqmm ot fpadt oft FTSTS 9 & UTe ! B URA & fobsdl off 9 A 0 WoA 9 srgufa Sar @2
(a) South Indian Bank / T—T[Gﬂ's’%’q:l

(b) Axis Bank / m%

(c) Yes Bank/Wa?

(d) HDFC Bank / TISIUH! §
(e) ICICI Bank / 3TS 1SS I3MTS S

Ans. e

Sol. ICICI Bank Canada Launches ‘Money2India (Canada)’ Mobile Banking App

ICICI Bank Canada, a subsidiary of ICICI Bank Ltd., has launched the app Money2India, which allows customers of any Canadian bank to
send money to any bank in India without an account with ICICI Bank Canada.

Customers can send money directly through the app via Visa or Mastercard.

Customers can send up to $22,446 in a single transaction and can set up recurring transfers. The app features two-factor authentication
and a one-time password.

The introduction of the 'Money2India (Canada)' app reflects our commitment to providing users with a convenient and enriched
experience.

Recent Facilities Launched in Banking & Insurance Sector

o IndusInd Bank launch Platinum Credit Card association with EazyDiner

o Yes Bank launched SmartFin supply chain powered by Veefin finance solution

o DLabs at ISB launches "Build for Billions’ jointly with RBI Innovation Hub, Union Bank of India

. SBI launched Green Rupee Term Deposit of 1,111 days, 1,777 days, and 2,222 days tenor for resident individuals, non-individuals,
and NRI customers.

. Indian Bank launches 'Indian Bank One Co-Branded Credit Card’
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235. Daljit Singh Chaudhary has been appointed as the Director General of which of the following forces?
gaoitd Rig 9edt o fAufefaa & @ o1 9t @1 & ae1i-e=re & U ¥ faged fear mar g?
(a) CISF / 1350w
(b) BSF / SITHTH
(c) ITBP /
(d) SSB / THTHS!
(e) CRPF / HI3RUNG
Ans.d
Sol. Daljit Singh Chaudhary appointed Director General of SSB
Senior IPS officer Daljit Singh Chaudhary has appointed as the Director General of the Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB).
Chaudhary, a 1990 batch Indian Police Service (IPS) officer of Uttar Pradesh cadre, is presently working as Special Director General of
the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF).
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved his appointment asthe DG, SSB for a period up to November 30, 2025..
The SSB guards India's frontiers with Nepal and Bhutan.
Recent Appointment in Defence Sector
Vice Chief of the Naval Staff - Dinesh K. Tripathi
DG of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) - Nina Singh (first woman Director)
DG of the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) - Rahul Rasgotra (replace Anish Dayal Singh)
DG of the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) - Anish Dayal Singh
DG of the Fire Service - Vivek Srivastava
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236. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved the appointment of Praveen Achuthan Kutty as the Managing Director and Chief
Executive Officer of which bank?
%M?ﬂuﬁﬂ'q‘a? (RBI) 7 {59 8o & yae fAe=e ik g1 drder! siftert & ¥ A udivr srega $31 &1 fAgfed &1 wepdt ¢ &
o
(a) DCB Bank / Shfeft d
(b) Indian Overseas Bank / sfegq oSt o
(c) Union Bank of India / g0 9 3w 2f&an
(d) Karnataka Bank / dF
(e) Karur Vyasya Bank / =X Y d
Ans.a
Sol. Praveen Achuthan Kutty appointed as MD & CEO of DCB Bank
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved the appointment of Praveen Achuthan Kutty as the Managing Director and Chief Executive
Officer of DCB Bank.
The appointment is for a period of three years with effect from April 29, 2024, the bank said in a regulatory filing. The term of the bank's
MD & CEO Murali Natrajan ends on April 28, 2024.
Praveen Achuthan Kutty has over 32 years of experience in all aspects of Retail & SME banking.
Recent Appointment in Banking & Insurance Sector
Deputy Governor of RBI - Michael Patra (1 year extension)
CEO of PhonePe For International Payments Division - Ritesh Pai
Executive Director of SEBI - G Ram Mohan Rao (for 3 years)
'Class C' Director on Board of Directors of Federal Reserve Bank of New York - Rajiv Shah
MD & CEO of National Asset Reconstruction Company (NARCL) - P Santhoesh (replace Natarajan Sundar)
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237. Who has been appointed as the CEO of PepsiCo India?
ifoye! sfear & Wigen & v A frw fAgea fear man 32
(a) Ganesan Kannabiran / HAERT
(b) Neeraj Akhoury / IR erart
(c) Pramod Sharma / gHe IHl
(d) Jagrut Kotecha / Wm
(e) Anant Maheshwari / 3{-id TR
Ans.d
Sol. PepsiCo India appoints Jagrut Kotecha as new CEO
Jagrut Kotecha has been appointed as the CEO of Snacks and beverage major 'PepsiCo India'.
He will succeed Ahmed El Sheikh, who will take over as CEO for the Middle East Business Unit, in March, after a seven-year stint in India.
Kotecha is currently Chief Commercial Officer for PepsiCo in Africa, Middle East, and South Asia (AMESA).
Recent Appointment
As a member of the UPSC - Sheel Vardhan Singh
MD of Bangalore Metro - Maheshwar Rao
MD of Experian India - Manish Jain
Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution - Bharat Harbanslal Khera
Additional Secretary as well as Mission Director for the Dept of Drinking Water and Sanitation's Jal Jeevan Mission - Chandra
Bhushan Kumar
J Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation - Puja Singh Mandol
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238. Which of the following country is hosting ICC U-19 Cricket World Cup 2024?
frafafaa & & o= a1 d=rIcc U-19 fibde fay &1 2024 $1 ASaT I /T 77
(a) Pakistan / BIERSIE]
(b) Bangladesh /El'i"m
(c) Australia / T C
(d) South Africa / Gf&UT 3HIHT
(e) India / HRd
Ans.d
Sol. South Africa host ICC U-19 Cricket World Cup 2024
South Africa is hosting the ICC U-19 Cricket World Cup 2024. The World Cup started on 19 January and will conclude on 11 February.
This 50-over tournament will feature 16 teams, with a total of 41 matches scheduled to be played.
The initial phase of the tournament organizes the teams into four groups, each containing four teams. This will be followed by the Super
Six stage, comprising two groups of six teams each. This stage will be crucial in' determining which teams advance to the semifinals and
ultimately compete in the final.
The ICC U19 World Cup 2024 in India will be broadcast on Star Sports Network TV channels. The live streaming will be available on the
Disney+ Hotstar app and website for free.
About International Cricket Council (ICC)
The International Cricket Council is the global governing body of cricket.
It was founded as the Imperial Cricket Conference in 1909 by representatives from Australia, England and South Africa.
[t was renamed as the International Cricket Conference in 1965, and took up its current name in 1987.
Formation - 15 June 1909
Headquarters - Dubai, UAE
Chairman - Greg Barclay (New Zealand)
Deputy Chairman - Imran Khwaja (Singapore)
CEO - Geoff Allardice (Australia)
General Manager - Wasim Khan
Membership - 108 members
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239. Who will be honored with Assam's highest civilian award ‘Assam Baibhav’?
3RTH & HaTed ARG REPR '3HT SHT' § ford gwari=a forar smem?
(a) Justice Sharad Arvind Bobde / SRy TRG 3Rfdg aﬁa@
(b) Justice D.Y. Chandrachud / SRe 31, 1. EEES]
(c) Justice Uday Lalit / SRy 3ay dferd
(d) Justice N. V. Ramana / Glmﬂ:ffﬁm
(e) Justice Ranjan Gogoi / WWW
Ans.e
Sol. Former CJI Ranjan Gogoi to be honoured with ‘Assam Baibhav’ Award
Former Chief Justice of India and current Rajya Sabha MP, Ranjan Gogoi is to be honored with the prestigious ‘Assam Baibhav’ award, the
highest civilian award in Assam.
This announcement was made by the Chief Minister of Assam, Himanta Biswa Sarma, who highlighted Gogoi’s significant contributions
to the field of justice and jurisprudence.
The award ceremony is scheduled to take place on February 10.
This is the third year on which the awards will be given. “In the first year, we gave the Assam Baibhav award to Ratan Tata and last year
we gave the award to Tapan Saikia.
Ranjan Gogoi held the office of the 46th Chief Justice of India. During his tenure as CJI, the Supreme Court delivered its ruling on the
long-pending Ayodhya Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid dispute in 2019. This marked the conclusion of the decade-old controversial
case.
Recent Awards
Environment Officer Award by VSI - Deepa Bhandare
Kuvempu Award 2023 - Shirshendu Mukyopadhyaya (Bengali Writer)
M S Swaminathan Award - Prof. B.R. Kamboj
First Indian Company to receive ISCC-Plus certification - Reliance Industries
Conferred Honorary Doctorate By Japanese University - Devendra Fadnavis

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

¥ :
s o
Download Current Affairs APP \,@amb'b'ws babaf Q‘m Online test Series
a

240. Which company has been conferred with the prestigious SCOPE Eminence Award in the category of
Women Empowerment for the period 2019-207?

2019-20 Bt 3rafyy & fore wfger gxfdaes<or # 9oft & fra U=t &1 ufafya W iv viFAw sard @
T foaT T 82
(a) ReNew Power / ﬁ_{LW

(b) Adani Enterprises / &M UeUTgol

(¢) JSW Energy / @Ww

(d) NTPC Limited / TG ferfies

(e) Engineers India Limited / 3oy sfedr fafies

Ans. e

Sol. EIL conferred with SCOPE Eminence Award

Engineers India Limited (EIL) has been conferred with the prestigious SCOPE Eminence Award in the
category of Women Empowerment for the period 2019-20.

The award recognizes EIL's exemplary commitment to fostering an inclusive & diverse work environment and
celebrates the outstanding achievement of its women workforce.

The award was presented to EIL by the Vice-President of India Jagdeep Dhankhar and received by EIL's
Director (Finance) Sanjay Jindal and Director (Commercial) Atul Gupta, during an award ceremony held at
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.
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241. India and which country have signed an MoU in the field of sharing successful digital solutions implemented at population scale for
digital transformation?

R 3R fa g1 7 f$frea ufiad= & fore swien taM W srif<ad awa fSfirea waremi & asn $31 & 87 §  9gaiT R
TS GHSIAT 10 UR g¥16R fhu 32
(a) Cuba / FG8
(b) Ghana / 9Tl
(c) Sudan / {sIH
(d) Zimbabwe /
(e) Oman / 3HE
Ans.a
Sol. India, Cuba signed an MoU on digital public infrastructure collaboration
The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology has signed an MoU with the Ministry of Communications of the Republic of Cuba
on Cooperation in the field of Sharing Successful Digital Solutions Implemented at Population Scale for Digital Transformation in New
Delhi.
The MoU intends to promote digital transformation through capacity-building programs, exchange of best practices, and other
collaborative activities to mutually benefit the digital ecosystems of both countries.
India to assist Cuba in adopting Digital Public Infrastructure, fostering development partnerships for enhanced collaboration.
Recently India signed MoUs with others countries
J India and France to jointly fund science research projects
India and Mauritius collaborate on Rs 20 crore small satellite project
India and Guyana signed MoU for Hydrocarbon Sector
India and Malaysia sign an MoU for Cooperation in Broadcasting
India and Italy signed Mobility and Migration Partnership Agreement
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242. In January2024, Ethnic Mamani Festival has been celebrated in which place?

WA 2024 | AT THT AEIQTd b R U= HATAT 147 32

(a) Jammu and Kashmir / \_rI'JIcLGﬁT PHIER

(b) Guwahati /

(¢) Kolkata /

(d) Ujjain /

(e) Ladakh / dIgld

Ans. e

Sol. Ladakh organized Mamani Festival

In Ladakh, the annual Ethnic Mamani Festival was organized at Historical Styangkung Village and Chiktan
Shagaran.

The Steyangkung village is around 500 years old and still well-preserved till now and is being developed as
one of the well-maintained heritage villages in Ladakh.

The history of the celebration of the Mamani Festival in Ladakh goes back to the ancient tradition of giving
food to departed family members.

During Mamani, people would exchange food with their relatives and neighbours and worship a variety of
spirits (Lha). These Festivals have helped in the revival of more than 35 Cuisines of Kargil Ladakh.

The Mamani Festival is organized by Himalayan Cultural Heritage Foundation (HCHF) and the Ladakh
Tourism Department.
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243. Who has launched the ‘Gaon Chalo Abhiyaan’ in Delhi, a nationwide campaign to connect
with rural and urban communities? .

feeeht & ymefior SR 2redt Tger @ FoA & g ve wyandt it wita g« st
e 3= frar 82

(a) Narendra Modi / g Ard

(b) Amit Shah / 3{f¥d 218

(c) Arvind Kejriwal / 3Rfdg dboRIard

(d) Droupadi Murmu / ?ITE"HH

(e) JP Nadda / SIOT TSI

Ans. e

Sol. JP Nadda launches ‘Gaon Chalo Abhiyaan’ in Delhi

BJP President JP Nadda has launched the ‘Gaon Chalo Abhiyaan’ in Delhi, a nationwide campaign
to connect with rural and urban communities.

The program Is scheduled from February 4th to 11 February.

Under the Gaon Chalo Abhiyaan, BJP workers aim to reach seven lakh villages and urban booths,
disseminating the achievements of the Modi government.

Over 30 lakh party workers will participate in the Abhiyaan.
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244. Who has inaugurated the National Skill Training Institute in Hyderabad,
Telangana?

%mﬁmﬁw@uﬁwuﬁ&mwmmmﬁmév

(a) Anurag Thakur / X SIPR

(b) Piyush Goyal / UIgN T

(¢) Jitendra Singh / ]%I?I—;Zf%l%'

(d) Sarbananda Sonowal / el gHard
(e) G Kishan Reddy / Sit far =1+ ¥l

Ans.e

Sol. G Kishan Reddy inaugurates National Skill Training Institute in Hyderabad

Union Tourism Minister G Kishan Reddy has inaugurated the National Skill Training
Institute in Hyderabad, Telangana.

Constructed for 19.90 crore rupees in 4 acres of area, the institute offers both short-
term and long-term skilling courses to women in various sectors.

Reddy said that the empowerment of women has been a major priority for the Central
Government. He said the Government has launched numerous schemes dedicated to
empowering women across India. He recalled the initiatives like Beti Bachao Beti
Padhav and PM Ujjwala.
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245. Who has laid the foundation stone for Ayush Diksha Centre in Odisha?
SNFE=M & Mgy e g ot muRRrer foaa & 82

(a) Anurag Thakur / te IR dTHR

(b) Piyush Goyal / UGy

(¢) Jitendra Singh / %I?!?Zﬁl_s'

(d) Sarbananda Sonowal / e gHard

(e) Amit Shah / 3{fHd QM8

Ans.d

Sol. Sarbananda Sonowal laid foundation stone for Ayush Diksha Centre in Odisha

Union minister of Ayush and ports, shipping and waterways Sarbananda Sonowal has laid the foundation
stone for Ayush Diksha, a first-of-its-kind centre for the development of human resources for Ayush
professionals.

This state-of-the-art centre will be developed within the campus of Central Ayurveda Research Institute,
Bhubaneswar.

The Ayush Diksha centre is being built with a budget of Rs 30 crore. It will be equipped with state-of-the-art
facilities including two auditoriums, 40 modern rooms with all amenities, suites for VIPs, dedicated space for
a natural library, discussion rooms, modular kitchen, dining lounge, among other amenities.

The Ayush Diksha Centre will enable the Ayush professionals to hone their skills and upscale their dexterity
in providing world-class patient care services to the people of the country.

The institution will offer training programmes for Ayush professionals, especially those from Ayurveda, as it
aims to collaborate with national institutes of prominence for capacity development, strengthening human
resources, facilitating research and development, achieving self-sustainability with an objective to generate
revenue.
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246. In January 2024, Hardeep Singh Puri launched the first pilot project to make jet fuel from alcohol in
which city?

gﬂaﬁ2024ﬁ',gﬁuﬁ?gﬁﬁmwﬁmﬁﬁeémaﬂﬁmmmmﬁam
?

(a) Bengaluru / a.:'lﬂ?;

(b) Hyderabad /

(c) Chennai /

(d) Pune / Ul

(e) Thiruvananthapuram / mbd"idgil-l

Ans.d

Sol. Hardeep S Puri launches first pilot project to make jet fuel from alcohol

The first pilot technology project to make jet fuel from alcohol was inaugurated by Union Petroleum and
Natural Gas Minister Hardeep Singh Puri in Pune.

This project will produce sustainable biological aviation fuel or SAF.

This pilot project has been set up in the research and development department of Praj Udyog Group in
Pirangut Industrial Estate near Pune.

The flight from Pune to Delhi was completed last year using bioaviation fuel made from alcohol. At that time,
Puri welcomed the flight at the Delhi airport.

This biofuel production industry will have a huge scope in the future as even if at least one percent of the
total aviation fuel used in India is blended with this sustainable bio aviation fuel, at least 14 crore litres of
biofuel will be needed every year.
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247. In January 2024, A Popular Festival known as 'Gole Mela' has been organized in which temple?

WY 2024 |, T HaAT & ATH J ST ST 9Tl T A 0 S&Id fo wfeR # smaifora fasar
T §?

(a) Shree Padmanabhaswamy Temple / St TSATHTaTH! HigR

(b) Shree Somnath Jyotirlinga Temple / off TS SAifaferT AfeR

(c) Shree Arulmigu Ramanathaswamy Temple / i WWWF‘@T

(d) Jagannath Temple / STATY Hiex

(e) Ram Temple / M HfeR

Ans.d

Sol. Jagannath Temple Hosts 'Gole Mela' Festival in Udhampur

In Jammu and Kashmir, a Popular Festival known as 'Gole Mela’ has been organized at Jagannath
temple in Udhampur.

Alarge number of devotees assembled and paid obeisance at Jagannath temple. Various of stalls were
established at the venue of the festival.

Gole Mela is organized twice every year. Devotees believe that from today the night time starts
decreasing and day time starts increasing day by day.

Moreover, two ancient temples are dedicated to Lord Jagannatha across India. One is situated in Puri,
Orissa, and other in Udhampur District of Jammu and Kashmir.
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248. Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya and Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel have laid the foundation stone of
Khodaldham Trust Cancer Hospital in which city of the state?

Foita W v 7 HeTiaaT iR ToRTd & JEriEt YU Ued A 7sd & fhd e # TWIsaHU T U3 SRUdrd 31
MU fRrar &t 82

(a) Surat / T /

(b) Ahmedabad / 3gHcldlg

(c) Rajkot /

(d) Gandhinagar / TR

(e) Vadodara / CEIESY|

Ans. c

Sol. Mansukh Mandaviya laid foundation stone for cancer hospital in Rajkot

Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya and Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel laid the foundation stone of Khodaldham Trust
Cancer Hospital in Rajkot.

The Shree Khodaldham Trust (SKT), an organization for the Leuva Patel community, will build a hospital and a cancer research center in
Amreli village in Padadhari taluka of Rajkot.

Earlier, PM Modji, while virtually addressing the foundation stone-laying ceremony of the hospital, said that 30 new cancer hospitals
were developed in the state in the last nine years.

Gujarat has made unprecedented progress in the field of health in the last 20 years. Today, Gujarat is becoming a big medical hub in
India. Till 2002, there were only 11 medical colleges in Gujarat, and their number has increased to 40 currently.

In 20 years, the number of MBBS seats has increased five times, and the number of PG seats has increased three times. The central
government has built around 1.5 lakh ‘Ayushman Arogya Mandirs'.

These Mandirs focus on the early detection of cancer and other life-threatening diseases. The early detection of cancer helps doctors
treat it.
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249. Union Cabinet Minister Kiren Rijiju has inaugurated the Young Scientist Conference at India International Science Festival 2023 in
which city?

bty Piae wAt b e RfSre A oot wrev #f wRa SicRTgHa fa wetea 2023 # a1 dqTi-e e $1Igure fbar e
(a) Bengaluru / allﬂﬁ;

(b) New Delhi / 7T fecai!

(c) Chennai /

(d) Faridabad / BRIGISTG
(e) Thiruvananthapuram / ﬁﬁ:ﬁl}ﬁﬂ

Ans.d

Sol. Kiren Rijiju inaugurates the Young Scientist Conference at IISF 2023

Union Cabinet Minister Kiren Rijiju has inaugurated the Young Scientist Conference at India International Science Festival 2023 in
Faridabad, Haryana.

He emphasized the pivotal role of the Young Scientist Conference (YSC) in providing a platform for nurturing aspiring researchers in the
realm of frontier sciences.

The Young Scientist Conference serves as a vibrant platform, bringing together young postgraduates, research scholars, postdocs,
academicians, scientists, entrepreneurs, and innovators under the age of 45.

Participants are drawn from diverse backgrounds, including R&D laboratories, academic institutions, and industries. The conference
aims to facilitate the exchange of experiences, ideas, and discussions that contribute to the country's scientific vision.
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250. Union Minister of Mines, Coal, and Parliamentary Affairs, Pralhad Joshi has
inaugurated the 2nd State Mining Ministers’ Conference in which city

HERT T, HIAdm 3R ISR BT T, Wﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁmwﬁgﬂ% IECE R
whEEl & aHa o1 IguTe faar g2

(a) Bengaluru / aTIﬁF
(b) New Delhi /qéﬁ?cﬁ
(c¢) Chennai / éﬂé

(d) Bhopal / HdTel

(¢) Mumbai / 4ag

Ans.d

Sol. Pralhad Joshi inaugurated State Mining Minister’s Conference in Bhopal

Union Minister of Mines, Coal, and Parliamentary Affairs Pralhad Joshi has inaugurated the
2nd State Mining Ministers’ Conference in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.

This 2nd Conference of State Mining Ministers provides opportunities to discuss &
deliberate issues pertaining to the mining sector paving way to implement the reforms
done in the mining sector.

The focal point of the conference is to develop strategies and increase the effectiveness of
the new policy reforms brought out by the Union Government.
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251. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya, marking a momentous occasion in India’s history. The Ram Lalla idol has been crafted by which
sculptor?

T Tt AR A A Srdvent § I TR 1 Igute foat 8, Wit WRa & 3faer A ue He@yul SR 8 1 vuaar & g fha gfder griaas w8 87

(a) Ramkinkar Baij /ﬂqﬁﬁﬂa\_ﬂ

(b) Anish Kapoor / WW

(c) Ram V. Sutar / ML gdrR

(d) Sompura family/ Wuﬁ?ﬂv

(e) Arun Yogiraj / 3201

Ans.e

Sol. PM Modi inaugurated the Ayodhya Ram Mandir

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya, marking a momentous occasion in India’s history.
The inauguration involved the ‘Pran Pratishtha’ (consecration) ceremony of the Ram Lalla ido], a pivotal event that symbolizes the infusion of life into the idol.
The event, attended by over 7,000 dignitaries, was not just a religious ceremony but also a cultural milestone for India.

The Ram Lalla idol, crafted by renowned sculptor Arun Yogiraj from Karnataka, is a 51-inch black-coloured depiction of Lord Ram as a five-year-old child.
Ayodhya Dham Architecture

oThe temple is 76 metres (250 ft) wide, 120 metres (380 ft) long and 49 metres (161 ft) high.

oThe temple complex will be the world's third largest Hindu temple.

o]t is designed in the Gurjara-Chaulukya style of Nagara style architecture, a type of Hindu temple architecture

eMain Deity - Ram Lalla Virajman, the infant form of Rama, an avatar of Vishnu, is the presiding deity of the temple.

eRam Lalla's dress was stitched by tailors Bhagwat Prasad and Shankar Lal.

eArchitect of the Temple - Sompura Family Ram Mandir. Sompura comes from a long line of temple architects and is the 15th generation of the family, hailing from Ahmedabad.
e Construction Company - Larsen & Toubro

oThe main temple complex covers 2.7 acres (Total 70 acres)

Dimensions of the temple

oThe temple is having 5 mandapas named ‘Kudu, Nritya, Rang, Kirtana, and Prarthana’

eTotal Area- 2.7 acres

eTotal Built-up Area- 57,400 s ft.

oThe total length of the temple- 360 feet

eTotal width of the temple- 235 feet

oThe total height of the temple including the peak-161 feet

eTotal number of floors- 3

eHeight of each floor- 20 feet

eNumber of columns on the ground floor of the temple- 160

eNumber of columns on the first floor of the temple- 132

eNumber of columns on the second floor of the temple- 74

eNumber of peaks and pavilions in the temple- 5

e Number of gates in the temple- 12
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252. Bernardo Arevalo was sworn in as president of which country?

gt sRaal A fra 3= & Ayufad & U A Y i 32
(a) Nicaragua / ﬁm\’:ﬂ

(b) Honduras / '
(c) Ecuador /
(d) Guatemala / TATCHT

(e) El Salvador / 3@ HTeale R
Ans.d
Sol. Arevalo sworn in as Guatemala's president
Anti-corruption crusader Bernardo Arevalo was sworn in as Guatemala's president.
Guatemala's attorney general, an ally of Giammattei, has made several attempts to hinder Arevalo's transition to the presidency,
including trying to strip Arevalo and his vice president of legal immunity, attempting to suspend his Semilla party and annul the election.
Arevalo won August elections by a landslide and about 9 hours after his inauguration was scheduled to start, he took the oath as
president, replacing conservative politician Alejandro Giammattei whose government has been engulfed in corruption scandals.
Giammattei skipped the ceremony.
About Guatemala
e(Capital- Guatemala City
eCurrency- Guatemalan Quetzal
eContinent- North America
oOfficial language- Spanish
ePresident - Bernardo Arevalo
Newly Appointed Prime Minister & President
President of Taiwan - William Lai
King of Denmark - King Frederik X (replace Queen Margrethe II)
Prime Minister of France - Gabriel Attal (replace Elisabeth Borne)
Prime Minister of Bangladesh - Sheikh Hasina (5t term)
President of Congo - Felix Tshisekedi (2nd term)
President of Egypt - Abdel Fattah EI-Sisi (374 term)
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253. State-owned Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency (IREDA) has partnered with which bank to co-finance renewable energy projects
in India?
IS & W aTell YRR TRl Suf fdeTd goivl (SME3RSS 1Y) A Wk # Adie ity Sul uRarerrsi & we-fawdiyo & forg fra
9% &A1Y ATHGRI B 57
(a) Bank of Baroda /% &r”rcr?a?ﬁ'cn
(b) Indian Overseas Bank / &g R d%
(c) Union Bank of India / QI'}IZI;l dF 3Th 3'35”
(d) Karnataka Bank / CLY
(e) Karur Vyasya Bank / HER A §b
Ans.b
Sol. IREDA, Indian Overseas Bank ink pact to co-finance renewable energy projects
State-owned Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency (IREDA) has partnered with the Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) to co-finance renewable
energy projects in India.
The agreement was signed in the presence of IREDA CMD Pradip Kumar Das and IOB'MD and CEO Ajay Kumar Srivastava in the national capital.
The partnership aims to streamline loan syndication and underwriting processes, management of Trust and Retention Account (TRA) for IREDA
borrowers, and work towards fixed interest rates over a 3-4-year period for IREDA borrowings.
This collaboration builds upon IREDA's successful partnerships with other prominent financial institutions, including Bank of Baroda, Bank of India,
Union Bank of India, India Infrastructure Finance Company Limited, and Bank of Maharashtra.
IREDA, under the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, is a non-banking financial institution engaged in promoting, developing, and extending
financial assistance for setting up projects related to new and renewable sources of energy and energy efficiency/conservation.
About Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited (IREDA)
o[REDA is a Mini Ratna (Category - I) Government of India Enterprise under the administrative control of the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy
(MNRE).
o[REDA is a Public Limited Government Company established as a Non-Banking Financial Institution in 1987
eMotto- "ENERGY FOR EVER"
eChairman & MD - Pradip Kumar Das
oCFO- Bijay Kumar Mohanty
Recent MoUs Signed in Banking Sector
. IREDA and Indian Overseas Bank ink pact to co-finance renewable energy projects
Rural Development Ministry signs pact with SBI to facilitate loans for SHGs
REC Limited and Bank of Baroda join hands to finance Power, Infra, and Logistics Projects
NABARD and ADB jointly launch climate action initiative in India with Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
SBI to sign $165 million LoC with World Bank for rooftop solar projects
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254. Which bank has launched its new deposit scheme '360'?

g 9@ 3 gt < STHT AT '360" AT B B?

(a) Bank of Baroda / 4% eﬁvﬁa@ﬁa

(b) Indian Overseas Bank / sfegq oSt o

(c) Union Bank of India /’C‘[ﬁfﬁl:[a?ﬁ 3w Efear

(d) Karnataka Bank / d%

(e) Karur Vyasya Bank / =X M d&

Ans. a

Sol. BoB launches new 'bob 360" deposit scheme

An Indian public sector bank, Bank of Baroda launched its new 'bob-360 deposit scheme'.

The scheme pays out an annual interest rate of 7.60 percent.

In this, general fixed deposit account holders will receive interest of up to 7.10 percent, while senior citizens will receive 7.60 percent
interest.

"bob-360" is an excellent opportunity for depositors who are looking for higher interest rates and assured returns for a shorter time
period.

According to the bank, new as well as existing customers can benefit from the scheme at any Bank of Baroda branch across India, both
online and offline method.

About Bank of Baroda (BOB)

eFounded - 1908

eHeadquarters - Vadodara, Gujarat

eMD & CEO - Debadatta Chand

eTagline - India's International Bank
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255. Which insurance company has launched a new saving and annuity plan "Jeevan Dhara II"?
fopa Stvr U=t A € ud iR AT} TSrAT "Sita= YR 1" Al &1 82

(a) Bajaj Allianz General Insurance / &SI TS SR d SRARY

(b) Bharti AXA General Insurance / uﬂ?ﬁwwwﬁﬂ

(¢) Kotak Mahindra Life Insurance / Plch Algal ARW SARY
(d) Life Insurance Corporation of India / YR ST &1ar fAm
(e) Universal Sompo General Insurance / W@@WE’@W

Ans.d
Sol. LIC launches Jeevan Dhara II plan
Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has launched a new saving and annuity plan Jeevan Dhara II
The minimum age of entry into the Jeevan Dhara II policy is 20 years and the maximum age of entry into the policy can be 80/70/65
years minus the deferment period, depending upon the annuity option chosen.
The annuity is guaranteed from inception and 11 annuity options are available to prospective policyholders.
The non-participating plan provides life cover during deferment period and offers higher annuity rate at higher age. Loan facility shall be
available during or after the deferment period under annuity options with return of premium/ purchase price.
Recent Facilities Launched in Banking & Insurance Sector
ICICI Bank Canada launched ‘Money2India (Canada)’ Mobile Banking App
Indusind Bank launch Platinum Credit Card association with EazyDiner
Yes Bank launched SmartFin supply chain powered by Veefin finance solution
DLabs at ISB launches "Build for Billions’ jointly with RBI Innovation Hub, Union Bank of India
SBI launched Green Rupee Term Deposit of 1,111 days, 1,777 days, and 2,222.days tenor for resident individuals, non-individuals,
and NRI customers.
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256. Which of the following airports have jointly bagged the best airport award for the year at the 4th edition of “The Wings India
Awards” in the Civil Aviation Sector?

frafefEa & @ fra gars 3@ 3 e Sga & d < fawy Efear srarsar & =i Tpeur § e w0 @ ad & e g8y gars
3 FTREPR Sildl §?

(a) Hyderabad & Delhi Airports / eRETe 3R faeelt gars &I%

(b) Ayodhya & Delhi Airports / 3 eﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁs?ﬂ's‘ 31%

(c) Bangalore & Hyderabad Airports / STAR 3R %CRI@IIQ E;0|I$r 31%

(d) Bangalore & Mumbai Airports / SR 3R ﬁaésaré 3‘@

(e) Bangalore & Delhi Airports /a;"IFﬁT @Tﬁ?@ﬁm \’r@

Ans. e
Sol. Bangalore & Delhi Airports jointly bagged best airport award
Union Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya M Scindia has presented the Wings India Awards 2024 at an event held in Hyderabad.
Bangalore and Delhi Airports have jointly bagged the best airport award for the year at the 4th edition of “Wings India Awards” in the
Civil Aviation Sector.
Vistara bagged the Best Airline of the Year award. Air India has been recognized for International Connectivity while Alliance Air has
recognition for Regional Connectivity.
Air India Express was declared a Sustainability Champion.
GMR Group has been honoured as the Best Aviation Service Provider while Skyways Air Services for cargo services, Indian Oil
Skytanking Pvt. Ltd for Fuel Services, GMR for Aero Academy.
Besides these, several other organizations were recognized by Wings India for their excellence in different categories of civil aviation.
Recent Awards

SCOPE Eminence Award in category of Women Empowerment for the period of 2019-20 - Engineers India Limited

Assam Baibhav Award by Assam government - Former CJI Ranjan Gogoi

Environment Officer Award by VSI - Deepa Bhandare

Kuvempu Award 2023 - Shirshendu Mukyopadhyaya (Bengali Writer)

M S Swaminathan Award - Prof. B.R. Kamboj
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257. Who is the author of the book titled "Assam's Braveheart Lachlt Barphukan"?
"3RTH & FTETS dATed RGBT AP [XAD b AP BI 82
(a) Amitav Ghosh / oy
(b) Vikram Seth / ICERE)
(¢) Jhumpa Lahiri / _&'\ICITFH’%SQT
(d) Arup Kumar Dutta / U $HR gl
(e) Priya AS. / frarTey
Ans.d
Sol. Amit Shah launched book ‘Assam's Braveheart Lachit Barphukan'
Amit Shah has launched the book Assam's Braveheart Lachit Barphukan' at the Srimanta Sankardeva International Auditorium in
Guwahati.
[t is written by Arup Kumar Dutta.
The book "Assam's Braveheart Lachit Barphukan" has been published by the State government in English language and translated in 24
Scheduled Indian languages.
Lachit Barphukan is not just an icon for Assam alone, he is a national hero and all Indians must know his greatness and valour.
Recent Books
Fertilizing the Future - Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya (launched by VP Jagdeep Dhankhar)
The Babri Masjid Ram Mandir Dilemma: An Acid Test for India’s Constitution - Madhav Godbole
Why Bharat Matters - S Jaishankar
Breaking the Mould - Raghuram Rajan & Rohit Lamba
Madam Commissioner: The Extraordinary Life of an Indian Police Chief - Meeran Chadha Borwankar
Zeba: An Accidental Superhero - Huma Qureshi
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258. Tata Group has won the right to remain the IPL title sponsor for which year for Rs 2500 crore?

TTeT THE A 2500 TS A for g a9 & MEHTH eTged UIS® 9 Y8 &1 AfUPR Sitar 87

(a) 2026

(b) 2028

(c) 2030

(d) 2029

(e) 2032

Ans.b

Sol. Tata Group to continue as IPL title sponsor until 2028

Tata Group will pay Rs 2,500 crore, the highest-ever sponsorship amount in the history of the Indian Premier League, as it won the title
sponsorship rights of IPL, which has become a decacorn and is the richest cricket league in the world.

Tata has won the rights for five years.The TATA Group earlier held the title sponsorship rights for the IPL in 2022 and 2023, paying Rs
670 crore for the two-year rights.

Tata is also the title sponsor of the Women'’s Premier League, the largest women’s T20 league globally.

Tata retained title sponsorship rights from 2024 to 2028 by matching Aditya Birla Group's (ABG) bid, sources had told ET earlier. Aditya
Birla Group and Tata Sons were the only companies in contention for the title sponsorship rights of IPL.

According to the tender released on December 2023, the BCCI set the base price for the five-year rights at Rs 1750 crore, translating to
Rs 350 crore per year for 74 matches.

IPL has attained decacorn status, witnessing a remarkable 28% surge in its combined brand value to reach $10.7 billion, as reported by
Brand Finance. Furthermore, the overall brand value of the IPL system has experienced an impressive 433% increase since its inception
in 2008.

DLE Pepsi, Vivo, and Dream11 have previously held these rights, with the annual value increasing from Rs 40 crore, paid by DLF for
2008-12, to Rs 440 crore per year, as offered by Vivo for 2018-19.
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259. Which of the following states have NOT celebrated its foundation day on 21 January?

Frafafad & 3 f5a I A 21 S0 B 9= RITYAT feaw 78 a-mrar g2

(i) Tripura

(i) Mizoram

(iii) Meghalaya

(iv) Manipur

(v) Arunachal Pradesh

(@) only i &ii

(b) only i, iii & iv

(c) only i, ii & iii

(d) onlyii &v

(e) All are correct

Ans.d

Sol. Tripura, Manipur, and Meghalaya celebrate 52nd Statehood Day

Three northeastern states-- Tripura, Meghalaya, and Manipur-- on 21 January celebrated their 52nd
Statehood Day.

With the introduction of the North-East Area (Re-organisation)Act 1971, Tripura, Manipur, and Meghalaya
attained statehood on January 21, 1972.

At the time of independence, the North East comprised the Assam plains, hill districts, and North Eastern
Frontier Tracts (NEFT) of the North-Eastern border. Manipur and Tripura states were granted Union
Territory status in 1949. Nagaland achieved statehood on December 1, 1963.
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260. Parakram Diwas is observed every year on 23 January to mark the birth anniversary of which freedom
fighter?

WRTeHH 3w g1 ATd 23 SHas! 3t foo Tad=ar G-I 3 srddl & SUAEd | =TT oI1dT 82

(a) Jawaharlal Nehru / SIdlgR dI¢] g

(b) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel / TRGR Ge@HHTs Ucd

(c) Swami Vivekananda / Wl fddeTHe

(d) Rajendra Prasad / o= UG

(e) Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose / ﬁmﬁﬁﬁma‘g’aﬁ

Ans. e

Sol. 23 January - Parakram Diwas

Parakram Diwas is observed every year on 23 January to mark the birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose, a prominent figure in India’s freedom struggle.

This day is celebrated to honour his indomitable spirit and invaluable contribution to India’s independence.
This year nation observed the 127th edition of Parakram Diwas 2024.

Parakram Diwas 2024 is a national event celebrated annually in India since 2021. The day serves as a
reminder of the courage and determination of one of India’s most revered freedom fighters.

Netaji, born on January 23, 1897, was a charismatic leader whose contribution to India’s independence
movement was unparalleled. His call for “Purna Swaraj” (complete independence) and his leadership of the
Azad Hind Fauj (Indian National Army) galvanized the Indian masses against colonial rule.
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261. World’s tallest statue of Dr BR Ambedkar, who is known as the architect and developer of the Indian Constitution, was unveiled in
which city of Andhra Pradesh by the state government?

YR TfAUH & IRgPR R fAprIdal & U # oH oM a1a 31, SR sidsH: &1 fay &t Tad Sl uiaHT &7 3[1aRr ISy
ARPR GRI 318 UG & ford e | fovam mam

(a) Visakhapatnam /ﬁT{IT‘@ITqﬂW

(b) Tirupati /

(c¢) Amaravati /

(d) Kurnool / $XIcd

(e) Vijayawada / ﬁx—mam

Ans.e

Sol. World'’s tallest Ambedkar statue unveiled in Andhra Pradesh

World’s tallest statue of Dr BR Ambedkar, who is known as the architect and developer of the Indian Constitution, was unveiled in
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh by the state government.

It is going to be the tallest statue of Ambedkar. One of the tallest Ambedkar statues outside India is situated in Maryland, US.

This Ambedkar statue is called the Statue of Justice and it is around 206 feet from the ground. This Ambedkar statue in Andhra Pradesh
is under the list of top 50 tallest statues around the world, in which Statue of Unity tops.

The height of the Statue of Justice is around 125 feet and the pedestal where this statue stands is 81 feet, thus the total height of the
statue becomes 206 feet from the ground.

The project to build the statue of justice cost around 404.35 crore.

The project is built and spread over 18.81 acres of land which is built as a green park.

Around 400 tonnes of steel were used to build the Statue of Justice.

About Andhra Pradesh

eCapital - Amaravati

eChief Minister - YS Jagan Mohan Reddy

eGovernor - S. Abdul Nazeer
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262. Which foundation will Build ‘Masjid Muhammed bin Abdullah’ Mosque in Ayodhya?

S A SR spareat § 0ieig gewig fod sregear afrg o1 fAmfor sl

(a) Muslim Education Foundation

(b) Islamic Culture Centre

(c) Igra Altruism Association

(d) Indo-Islamic Cultural Foundation

(e) Indian Muslim Educational Social & Charitable Trust

Ans.d

Sol. IICF To Build ‘Masjid Muhammed bin Abdullah’ Mosque In Ayodhya

The Indo-Islamic Cultural Foundation (IICF) has announced the commencement of the construction of a grand mosque in Ayodhya,
starting this May.

Haji Arfat Shaikh, the head of the development committee of the Indo-Islamic Cultural Foundation (IICF) that is overseeing the mosque
project.

The mosque, named “Masjid Muhammed bin Abdullah” after Prophet Muhammad, aims to foster unity and goodwill among people,
transcending religious differences.

Hindu zealots razed a 16th-century mosque in the northern Indian city of Ayodhya in 1992, saying that it was built over an ancient
temple on the site that marked the birthplace of Hindu god-king Ram.

The dispute had scarred relations between the communities for decades and the destruction of the mosque sparked nationwide riots
that killed 2,000 people, mostly Muslims.

India's top court said in 2019 that the razing of the mosque was unlawful, but ruled that evidence showed there was a non-Islamic
structure beneath it.

It ordered that the site be given to Hindu groups to build a temple and Muslim community leaders be given land elsewhere in the city for
constructing a mosque.
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263. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has recently launched 'Pradhan Mantri Suryodaya Yojana'. This is a government scheme under
which how many houses will get rooftop solar energy system?

TYTHA % A A 319 St H W= Jaicy QieHT | 31 81 U8 TP RER] OieHT 8 s agd fFaq R Sl sa ww IR
Seit gorret! firatt

(a) 1 crore

(b) 10 crore

(c) 11 crore

(d) 15 crore

(e) 21 crore

Ans. a

Sol. PM Modi launched 'PM Suryodaya Yojana'

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched the ‘Pradhan Mantri Suryodaya Yojana’, a government scheme under which one crore
households will get rooftop solar power systems.

According to the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy’s website, solar power installed capacity in India has reached around 73.31 GW
as of December 2023. Meanwhile, rooftop solar installed capacity is around 11.08 GW as of December 2023.

In 2014, the government launched the Rooftop Solar Programme that aimed to achieve a cumulative installed capacity of 40,000
megawatts (MW) or 40 gigawatts (GW) by 2022 — watt is a unit of power and is calculated as the amount of energy used over time,
specifically one Joule per second. However, this target couldn’t be achieved.

The Centre currently has a National Rooftop Scheme that provides financial assistance totalling 40% of the capital cost of a solar rooftop
project

What is 'Pradhan Mantri Suryodaya Yojana'?

o‘Pradhan Mantri Suryodaya Yojana’, a government scheme under which one crore households will get rooftop solar power systems.
eThe scheme aims to equip one crore poor to middle-class households with rooftop solar panels in a bit to provide electricity from solar
energy.

eThe scheme would not only reduce the electricity bill of the poor and middle class but would also make India self-reliant in the energy
sector.

eRooftop solar panels are the photovoltaic panels installed on the roof of a building which is connected to main power supply unit. Thus,
it reduces the consumption of grid-connected electricity and saves electricity cost for the consumer.

eIn a solar rooftop system, there is only an upfront capital investment and minimal cost for maintenance.
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264. The Indian stock market has pipped Hong Kong to become the -highest equity market
globally.

YR AR TNIR A TP ] UBTSHR AfYP TR W -gdi= sfepd) IR 99 AT |
(a) Third

(b) Fourth

(c) Fifth

(d) Sixth

(e) Second

Ans.b

Sol. Indian Stock Market Surpasses Hong Kong To Become 4th Biggest Equity Market Globally

The Indian stock market has pipped Hong Kong to become the fourth-highest equity market globally.
The combined value of shares listed on Indian exchanges reached USD 4.33 trillion, versus USD 4.29
trillion for Hong Kong, according to data compiled by Bloomberg.

That makes India the fourth-biggest equity market globally. Its value crossed $4 trillion for the first
time on Dec 5, with about half of that coming in the past four years.

The top three stock markets are the U.S., China, and Japan.

Currently, the US is the world's biggest market with a mcap of $50.86 trillion, followed by China with a
mcap of $8.44 trillion and Japan at $6.36 trillion.
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265. The "Hal-5-23" system has been seen in the news recently. What is this?

"gd-5-23" YOIl 1 BT o1 H THTARI B &1 1971 ¢ | 9§ T 82

(a) Drone System

(b) NASA’s Telescope

(c) Underwater nuclear weapons system

(d) Artillery Gun

(e) World’s Fastest Super Computer

Ans.c

Sol. North Korea conducts test of underwater nuclear weapons system.

North Korea has conducted a test of its underwater nuclear weapons system in a protest against joint military drills by South Korea, the
United States, and Japan.

The test of the "Haeil-5-23" system, a name North Korea has given to its nuclear-capable underwater attack drones, was carried out by
the defence ministry's think tank in the waters off its east coast.

Dubbed "Haeil", which means tsunami, the new drone system was first reportedly tested in March 2023. it was intended to make sneak
attacks in enemy waters and destroy naval strike groups and major operational ports by creating a large radioactive wave through an
underwater explosion.

About North Korea

eCapital - Pyongyang

eCurrency - won

ePresident - Kim Jong-un
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266. In January 2024, which of the following countries has been certified malaria-free country by WHO?

Sast 2024 ¥ FRufafEa A @ f6a 3w & wHo gRT waRar gad =1 ywfora forar man 82

(a) Mauritius / AR

(b) Cote d'Ivoire / PIC I 3MFAX

(¢) Burundi / g5l

(d) Comoros /

(e) Cabo Verde / EACICE]

Ans.e

Sol. WHO certifies Cabo Verde as malaria-free

The World Health Organization (WHO) has certified Cabo Verde as a malaria-free country, marking a significant achievement in global health.
With this announcement, Cabo Verde joins the ranks of 43 countries and 1 territory that WHO has awarded this certification.

Cabo Verde is the third country to be certified in the WHO African region, joining Mauritius and Algeria which were certified in 1973 and 2019
respectively.

Malaria burden is the highest on the African continent, which accounted for approximately 95% of global malaria cases and 96% of related deaths in
2021.

Cabo Verde, an archipelago of 10 islands in the Central Atlantic Ocean, has faced significant malaria challenges. Before the 1950s, all islands were
affected by malaria.

Since the last peak of malaria cases in the late 1980s, malaria in Cabo Verde has been confined to two islands: Santiago and Boa Vista, which have
now both been malaria-free since 2017.

About Cabo Verde

e(Capital- Praia

eCurrency- Cape Verdean Escudo

eContinent - Africa

oOfficial language- Portuguese

About World Health Organization (WHO)

eFormation - 7 April 1948

eHeadquarters - Geneva, Switzerland

oFirst President - Andrija Stampar

eDirector General - Tedros Adhanom (Ethiopia)

eDeputy Director General - Soumya Swaminathan (Indian)

eMember Countries - 194
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267. Who has been appointed as Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Jindal Stainless Ltd?
fSiga waav fafids & g sideRY siftert @figse) & wu d fed fFgea e man @2
(a) Ganesan Kannabiran / HAERT
(b) Tarun Khulbe / WE&,@
(c) Pramod Sharma / gHe IHl
(d) Parminder Chopra / iR AT
(e) Vivek Srivastava / ICCEEICIEE]
Ans. b
Sol. Tarun Khulbe appoints as CEO of Jindal Stainless
Tarun Khulbe has been appointed as Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of Jindal Stainless Ltd.
He has been serving as the Whole Time Director of the company since May 2018. He will continue to hold the post besides that of the
CEO.
Khulbe has around 35 years of industry experience in business development, supply chain management, people practices, and IT
enablement.
Khulbe joined JSL as a general manager for the cold rolling mills at Hisar, Haryana, in October 2004. Part of O P Jindal Group, Jindal
Stainless is India's largest stainless-steel manufacturer.
Recent Appointment
CEO of PepsiCo India - Jagrut Kotecha (replace Ahmed EI Sheikh)
As a member of the UPSC - Sheel Vardhan Singh
MD of Bangalore Metro - Maheshwar Rao
MD of Experian India - Manish Jain
Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution - Bharat Harbanslal Khera
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268. The government of Uttar Pradesh has announced the prestigious ‘UP Gaurav Samman’ award for two distinguished personalities -
eminent scientist Dr Ritu Karidhal Srivastava and renowned entrepreneur Naveen Tewari. Dr Ritu played an important role in the
development of which mission of India?

IR USRI WK A 3t ufafya sfiml - werna e st Rg wiua ftarcda 3k uftrg seft 98 faart & foe ufafya ot
TR G REPR &1 90T $i g1 31 g = URa & fra fimm & oo § wgayget yftreT g 4

(a) Chandrayaan-2

(b) Mangalyaan

(c) Chandrayaan-3

(d) Aditya-L1

(e) Gaganyaan

Ans.b

Sol. UP Govt to Honour Dr. Ritu and Naveen with ‘UP Gaurav Samman’

The government of Uttar Pradesh has announced the prestigious ‘UP Gaurav Samman’ award for two distinguished personalities -
eminent scientist Dr. Ritu and renowned entrepreneur Naveen.

This award highlights the government’s commitment to acknowledging excellence and inspiring future generations.

Dr. Ritu Karidhal Srivastava, who resides in Lucknow, played a crucial role in the development of India's Mars Orbiter Mission,
Mangalyaan. She also served as the Deputy Operations Director for this mission. Mangalyaan was one of ISRO's greatest achievements,
making India the fourth country in the world to reach Mars.

Eminent entrepreneur Naveen Tewari, a resident of Kanpur, who is regularly featured on the covers of magazines like Forbes and
Fortune, has created two unicorns and given India its first unicorn.

He has established the world's largest independent mobile ad tech platform, connecting local businesses in Uttar Pradesh and India with
national and international audiences. His lock screen software is present on more than 40 crore smartphones globally.

Entrepreneur Naveen has established his presence in 26 countries, positioning India on the global stage. He has directly employed 3000
people while giving employment to thousands indirectly.

About Uttar Pradesh

J Capital - Lucknow

o Chief Minister - Yogi Adityanath

o Governor - Anandiben Patel
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269. In January 2023, which country has become the 5th country to achieve a soft moon landing with the successful deployment of the
Smart Lander for Investlgatmg Moon (SLIM) spacecraft?

AR 2023 H, B AT = WHIE AST BIR FARCIATET A (SLIM) SRS AT B B Tl & 1Y TEAT TR A9 AfST g1
HR- aTdT 5d1 41§ T 87

(a) South Korea / GI&f0T GRS

(b) France / %19

(c) Japan / SITUI

(d) Australia / 3T

(e) Germany /

Ans. c

Sol. Japan achieved a historic soft moon landing with SLIM Mission

Japan has become the 5th country to achieve a soft moon landing with the successful deployment of the Smart Lander for Investigating
Moon (SLIM) spacecraft.

The mission, led by Japan's space agency JAXA, marks a significant leap in precision landing technology with potential applications for
future lunar exploration.

Japan's Smart Lander for Investigating Moon (Slim) spacecraft successfully touched down on the lunar surface on Friday, making Japan
the fifth nation to achieve a soft landing on the Moon.

The Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA) has confirmed the landing of the spacecraft equipped with a variety of instruments,
including a camera, a laser altimeter, and a magnetometer, which will be used to study the Moon's geology, environment, and resources
However, Slim’s solar panel had failed to generate power, which could shorten its activity on the moon, the Japanese space agency said.
Slim attempted to land within 100 metres (328 feet) of its target, versus the conventional accuracy of several kilometres.

About Japan

o Capital - Tokyo

o Currency - Yen

o Prime Minister - Fumio Kishida
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270. Who has been awarded the Polly Umrigar Award for the best men's cricketer of the year for 2023 by BCCI?
TRIRTtens gIRT 2023 & 1T ad & TS 730 fbdex & fore utell SRR R A ford wwri=a fvar @2
(a) Virat Kohli / favTe diga

(b) Rohit Sharma / ﬁ%ﬁ?{lﬂf

(¢) KL Rahul / U g
(d) Shubman Gill / &9
(e) Suryakumar Yadav / WW
Ans.d
Sol. Ravi Shastri received lifetime achievement award
World Cup-winning former India all-rounder and ex-head coach Ravi Shastri has received the prestigious lifetime achievement award in
the Indian Cricket Board (BCCI) Awards in Hyderabad.
While Shubman Gill received the Polly Umrigar Award for the best men's cricketer of the year for 2023. Jasprit Bumrah won the honour
in 2019, a year after making his Test debut.
Gill scored 2154 runs in international cricket, most by any batter in 2023. He hit 7 hundred, including an ODI double-hundred and his
maiden T20I century.
Ravi Shastri played 80 Tests and 150 ODIs for India, scoring 6938 runs in international cricket, including 15 hundreds. He picked 280
wickets for India at the highest level. The left-arm spinner was part of India's World Cup triumph in 1983 and the 1985 Champions of
Champions triumph.
The BCCI Awards ceremony was held for the first time since 2019 after having seen multiple delays due to the Covid-19 pandemic.
Recent Awards

4th Wings India Awards in the Civil Aviation Sector - Bangalore & Delhi Airports

Best Airline of the Year award - Vistara

SCOPE Eminence Award in category of Women Empowerment for the period of 2019-20 - Engineers India Limited

Assam Baibhav Award by Assam government - Former CJI Ranjan Gogoi

Environment Officer Award by VSI - Deepa Bhandare
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271. Tai Tzu Ying won the first women's singles title at the India Open Title defeating Chen Yu
Fei in a dominant straight-game victory. She is from which country?

ars o R A9 g s o A9 19 A g ST 3uH erged § Ugdl Afedl Uohd fadia
Sitar1 a8 fPa T a 87

(a) South Korea / aferor mifean

(b) North Korea / IR BIRAT

(c) Japan / SITUIH

(d) Taiwan / dIgdl

(e) China / ElG|

Ans.d

Sol. Tai Tzu Ying clinches first women's singles title at India Open

Tai Tzu Ying (Taiwan) secures her maiden women's singles India Open title, defeating Chen Yu
Fei in a dominant straight-game victory.

The former world number one from Chinese Taipei is set to retire after this season.

The summit clash rematch of the Tokyo Olympic final sees Tai Tzu Ying prevail 21-16, 21-12,
highlighting her status as one of the game's greatest players.
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272. Which city will become the new host of the Spanish Grand Prix starting from 2026?
DI TS 2026 T IRE g1 a1 W= U7 1 T 7971 Aa™= S99

(a) Bengaluru /
(b) Paris /

(c) Dubai / g&8

(d) Greater Noida / ‘j—C’?:ﬁQST

(e) Madrid /

Ans. e

Sol. Madrid to host Spanish F1 GP from 2026

Madrid will become the new host of the Spanish Grand Prix starting from 2026.

This decade-long commitment will see the heart of Spain's capital transformed into a thrilling F1 racing
venue, with the action set to unfold around IFEMA Madrid's exhibition center.

The announcement heralds a fresh era for the prestigious event, which has been traditionally held at the
Circuit de Catalunya near Barcelona since 1991.

The transition will see Madrid hosting the Grand Prix for 10 years, from 2026 to 2035, introducing a brand-
new circuit to the world of Formula 1.

The new circuit in Madrid, designed around the IFEMA exhibition centre, will feature a mix of street and non-
street sections, spanning 5.47 kilometres with 20 corners.

[t promises a thrilling and challenging experience for the drivers, with a qualifying lap time projected at 1
minute and 32 seconds. This innovative circuit layout is currently pending FIA homologation and final design
specifications.
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273. Consider the following statements about the 'Cyclone Exercise'
(i) This exercise is conducted between India and Egypt.
(ii) In January 2024, the 2nd edition of this exercise was conducted.
(iii) In January 2024, this exercise was conducted at Meghalaya.
How many of the statements given above are CORRECT?
(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) All are incorrect
(d) All are correct
Ans.b
Statements
(i) This exercise is conducted between India and Egypt. (Correct)
(ii) In January 2024, the 2nd edition of this exercise was conducted. (Correct)
(iii) In January 2024, this exercise was conducted at Meghalaya. (Incorrect)
Sol. India, Egypt begin 2nd edition of joint exercise 'CYCLONE'
The Indian Army contingent comprising 25 personnel reached Egypt to take part in the 2nd edition of a joint exercise called ‘Cyclone’
between special forces of India and Egypt.
The exercise will be conducted at Anshas, Egypt from 22nd January to 1st February 2024. The first edition of the exercise was conducted
last year in India.The exercise is aimed to acquaint both sides with each other’s operating procedures in the backdrop of special
operations in desert/semi-desert terrain under chapter VII of the United Nations Charter.
The exercise will involve the planning and execution of special operations in the sub-conventional domain and conducted in three
phases.
The first phase will include military exhibitions and tactical interactions.
The second phase will focus on training on Improvised Explosive Device (IED), counter IED and Combat First Aid.
The third and final phase will encompass a Joint Tactical Exercise based on Fighting in Built-up Areas and Hostage Rescue Scenarios.
Recent Exercise
1st edition of Navy Exercise ‘Ex-Ayutthaya’ between India & Thailand
1st edition of Military Exercise ‘Desert Cyclone’ between India & UAE - Rajasthan
12th edition of multi-national naval exercise MILAN 24 - Visakhapatnam
1st edition of Military Exercise ‘Desert Cyclone’ between India & UAE - Rajasthan
4th edition of Military Exercise VINBAX-2023 between India & Vietnam - Hanoi, Vietnam
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274. Which edition of India-Kyrgyzstan Joint Special Forces Exercise 'Khanjar' has started at the
Special Forces Training School in Himachal Pradesh’s Bakloh?

YRA- B Tgad faRiv 96 Sramy GoR' &1 1 91 9@l {eHd Ue & Ioals d favy

g UfRrer Ta fr RS g R?

(a) 10th

(b) 11th

(c) 12th

(d) 13th

(e) 14th

Ans.b

Sol. India-Kyrgyzstan Joint Special Forces Exercise ‘Khanjar’ commences in HP

The 11th edition of India-Kyrgyzstan Joint Special Forces Exercise Khanjar started at the Special
Forces Training School in Himachal Pradesh’s Bakloh.

The exercise is being conducted from January 22 to February 3.

The exercise will provide an opportunity for both sides to fortify defence ties while addressing
common concerns of international terrorism and extremism.

The Indian Army contingent, comprising 20 personnel, is being represented by troops from The
Parachute Regiment (Special Forces), according to the press release. Meanwhile, the Kyrgyzstan
contingent comprising 20 personnel is represented by the Scorpion Brigade.
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275. National Girl Child Day is observed every year on which day?

ST ST faaw g¥ o ford fe wemar s 87

(a) 22 January / 22 [UE K|

(b) 23 January / 23 SR

(c) 24 January / 24

(d) 25 January / 25

(e) 27 January / 27 [UE K|

Ans. c

Sol. 24 January - National Girl Child Day

National Girl Child Day is observed every year on 24 January.

Objective- To raise awareness of the difficulties that girls in Indian society endure.
The day promotes equal opportunities in education, healthcare, and nutrition while
raising awareness of the injustices that girls face.

Every year on January 24, people celebrate National Girl Child Day, which commemorates

the inaugural anniversary of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao

Scheme (Save the Girl Child, Educate the Girl Child) on January 22, 2015.
The Ministry of Women and Child Development launched this day in 2008.
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276. Which of the following will host the 7th edition of Uttishtha 2024, an 'Agri Mela' Startup Expo scheduled for Jan 27-
28?

fFrafafEaa d & o1 27-28 TG 3 g1 910 'Y AAT }TIEIAT TRIUT, ST 2024 F 7d THUT BT AT B2

(a) IIT Guwahati/ 3TS3Mac! TETETE!

(b) IIT Delhi / 3TS 3T fereett

() IIT Madras / 38 3TSc A

(d) 1IM Kashipur / 3TS3TSTH BRI

(e) IIM Shillong / 3Te3ATETH R

Ans.d

Sol. IIM Kashipur to host Uttishtha 2024

[IM Kashipur will host the 7th edition of Uttishtha 2024, an 'Agri Mela' Startup Expo scheduled for Jan 27-28.

The two-day summit, organized by the Foundation for Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development (FIED) and e-Cell IIM
Kashipur, and supported by the Department of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, aims to provide a platform for agri-startups,
industry stakeholders, and investors to share insights on entrepreneurship.

The event anticipates participation from over 2,000 business-school students, over 20 vice-chancellors and entrepreneur talks, and
more than 100 startups.
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277. The 14th All India Police Commando competition has been organized in which city?

144} Sif@a YR gfera wais! ufaaifiar o1 smaer fovw <rex ® fovam wam 82

(a) Siliguri, West Bengal /W, TiEw Sl

(b) Chandimandir, Haryana / delHia, giRaron

(c) Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh / ﬁ?ﬁ@]ﬂ?ﬂ'ﬁ, GH‘HEI?{QT

(d) Jodhpur, Rajasthan /\_rﬁ%ﬁ?[“\’, RISIRYTH

(e) Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh / @IObc'I\IG, I%Hltlc'l eI

Ans. c

Sol. 14th All India Police Commando Competition organized in Visakhapatnam

The 14th All India Police Commando competition organized at the A.P. Police Greyhounds Training Facility, Visakhapatnam.

Around 16 states have sent their elite commando forces for the competition including forces such as the Special Operations Group
(SOG) from Odisha and Chhattisgarh, C- 60 from Maharashtra, the paramilitary forces such as BSF, CRPF, Assam Rifles, ITBP, RPF, SSB
and CISF, among others.

Each team will comprise 13-15 commandos and the competition will be held in five phases in a week, wherein the participants' skill,

endurance and teamwork will be tested.
The commandos will be judged by an expert team from the Intelligence Bureau (IB).
The State team comprises personnel from the Greyhounds and Octopus.

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

x* -
Download Current Affairs APP @amb'b'ws babalik Online test Series
k-

278. Who has inaugurated a year-long pan-India campaign ‘Hamara Samvidhan, Hamara Samman' to commemorate the
75th Year of India as a Republic?

U & U § HRA & 759 94 & Uy d TP AT db do- arel SRae HRAI A gaRT |fae™, g9RT W= 1
Igured feaa frar &2

(a) Narendra Modi /:ﬁ_;{tﬁip[

(b) Amit Shah / 3{fHd 28

(c) Rajnath Singh / STy &g

(d) Droupadi Murmu /?ﬁﬁﬁ’é

(e) Jagdeep Dhankhar / S YIS

Ans. e

Sol. Vice-President inaugurated 'Hamara Samvidhan, Hamara Samman' campaign

The Vice-President, Jagdeep Dhankhar has inaugurated a year-long pan-India campaign 'Hamara Samvidhan, Hamara Samman' to
commemorate the 75th Year of India as Republic at Dr. Ambedkar International Centre.

The campaign aims to reaffirm our collective commitment to the principles enshrined in the Constitution of India and celebrate the
shared values that bind our nation.

This nationwide initiative envisages to instill a sense of pride and responsibility to uphold the ideals outlined in the constitutional
framework.

Another activity named Nav Bharat Nav Sankalp aims to encourage the masses to embrace the resolutions of Panch Pran by reading
the Panch Pran Pledge.

The third activity Vidhi Jagriti Abhiyan aims to involve the students to carry the message Panch Pran in the villages adopted by the
Law colleges, under the Pro Bono Club scheme.
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279. In January 2024, Aviation regulator Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) imposed a
fine of how much rupees on Air India for safety violations amid a series of flight irregularities?

SHaR 2024 B, fau+ fFame Anive 3§91 HeIi-eRned (DGCA) A M fafiadarsi &t te
YT & S YR Iea g & ol TaR 331 W fhaq vud &1 Jui=n avmar 82

(@) Rs 1.10 crore

(b) Rs 1.20 crore

(c) Rs 1.30 crore

(d) Rs 1.40 crore

(e) Rs 1.50 crore

Ans. a

Sol. DGCA slaps Rs 1.10 crore penalty on Air India for safety violations

Aviation regulator Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has imposed a penalty of Rs 1.10 crore on
Air India for safety violations amid a series of incidents of flight irregularities.

According to the receipt of a voluntary safety report from an airline employee alleging safety violations of
flights operated by Air India on certain long-range terrain critical routes.

Recently, IndiGo was fined Rs 1.20 crore as the passengers of one of its flights came out on the tarmac
and started eating food.
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280. Which insurance company has recently launched two products- ‘Saral Swadhan Supreme’ and ‘Smart Swadhan
Supreme’?

e diwr Sut = g1a €1 A &Y IUTe- RA WA Ui 3R W WuE il ar feu 32
(a) Bajaj Allianz General Insurance / a9l SRSt SFRe SRARY
(b) Bharti AXA General Insurance / WWWE@W
(c) Reliance Nippon Life Insurance / mﬁmﬁmmﬁr
(d) SBI Life Insurance / Qﬂ@x’d’lﬁcmm
(e) Reliance General Insurance / WWW
Ans.d
Sol. SBI Life Insurance launches two new term plans with return of premium
SBI Life Insurance, a private life insurer, has launched two products— ‘SBI Life - Saral Swadhan Supreme’ and ‘SBI Life - Smart
Swadhan Supreme’.
These two new products not only provide a life cover but also benefit of return of premiums at maturity, to fulfill customers’
financial objectives.
The new products are designed to empower customers by catering to the growing awareness of the essential link between
insurance and financial well-being.
These plans offer a lumpsum benefit on the policyholder’s demise during the policy term and also pay back the total premiums paid
in case the life assured survives the policy term.
Recent Facilities Launched in Banking & Insurance Sector

e LIC launched new saving and annuity plan Jeevan Dhara II.

e Bank of Baroda launched 'bob-360" deposit scheme with annual interest rate of 7.60 percent.

e [CICI Bank Canada launched ‘Money2India (Canada)’ Mobile Banking App

Indusind Bank launch Platinum Credit Card association with EazyDiner
Yes Bank launched SmartFin supply chain powered by Veefin finance solution
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281. In January 2024, the Competition Commission of India (CCI) has approved the proposed merger of Fincare Small
Finance Bank Limited with which Small Finance Bank?

a3t 2024 H, YR ufaaaf ST (ccr) A fFaear Wia B1g-d d@ fafies & fog Wia wisH9 d6 & 91y uwfad
faea o At 2 & 22

(a) AU Small Finance Bank Limited /qquaméa?%@%g

(b) Capital Small Finance Bank Limited / Bitcd Wid BIeY do fofies

(c) ESAF Small Finance Bank Limited / ESAF Wi Lbl's:f{-l s forfires

(d) Shivalik Small Finance Bank / fRraTfeies TTd BTeY S

(e) Equitas Small Finance Bank Limited / mmm%m

Ans. a

Sol. CCl approves proposed merger of Fincare SFB with AU Small Finance Bank

The Competition Commission of India (CCI) has approved the proposed merger of Fincare Small Finance Bank Limited into and with
AU Small Finance Bank.
The board of the bank had approved the merger in October 2023 following which it received the shareholder approval in November
2023.
The merger is now awaiting the approval of the Reserve Bank of India.
The merger will help the bank expand its reach, diversify its offerings and promote its financial inclusion portfolio. It had also guided
that the merged entity should come into effect from February 1, 2024, subject to necessary approvals.
About AU Small Finance Bank Limited
e Founded - 1996
e Founder - Sanjay Agarwal
e Headquarters - Jaipur, Rajasthan
MD & CEO - Sanjay Agarwal
Tagline - Chalo Aage Badhein
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282. Which bank has become the first Indian bank to execute an export finance transaction on the International Trade
Financing Services Platform (ITFS) of RXIL Global IFSC Limited (RXIL)?

DI 9T d RXIL T IFSC fAfRS (RXIL) & SeARMT ¢8 BISHRAT Afdds WewiH (ITFS) R fFrafd fae a9e+ fAoarfea
P31 9T Ugdl RO 9 9 7147 872

(a) South Indian Bank / TT3Y 3f&T S

(b) Axis Bank / TG S

(c) Yes Bank /W%

(d) HDFC Bank / TISIUm ! d6
(e) ICICI Bank / 3MSHISSTISNS Sb

Ans. c
Sol. Yes Bank becomes first Indian bank to conduct export finance transactions on RXIL's ITFS
Yes Bank has become the first Indian bank to execute an export finance transaction on the International Trade Financing Services
Platform (ITFS) of RXIL Global IFSC Limited (RXIL), a leading cross-border fintech company registered under the International
Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA).
This strategic partnership facilitates arranging credit for exporters and importers from both Indian and Global Institutions through
Factoring, Forfaiting, and other trade financing services at competitive pricing with quick turnaround using a digital platform.
This is the first transaction on the ITFS platform in collaboration with any bank in India.
The collaboration between Yes Bank and RXIL is a testament to the Bank’s commitment towards digitalisation and fostering cross-
border business.
About Yes Bank
¢ Founded - 2004
e Headquarters - Mumbai, Maharashtra
e MD & CEO - Prashant Kumar
Chairman - Sunil Mehta
Tagline - Experience our Expertise
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283. Who has been appointed as Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) for Colliers Project Leaders Middle East?
Pifrad Trorae ey fifde S  arwe 3R Tay Fiiere (@ure) 3 = § frd Frged fbar T 22
(a) Smita Sarangi /@IHTFI'R'T?[
(b) Arindam Bagchi /3{aH aFTt
(c) Indra Mani Pandey / sT;{ﬂﬁIUT%
(d) Sankey Prasad /%W
(e) Senthil Pandian C / AfAd gifgg= It
Ans.d
Sol. Sankey Prasad appointed as CMD for Project Leaders Middle East
Global diversified professional services and investment management company has appointed Sankey Prasad as Chairman and
Managing Director (CMD) for India and Middle East Engineering and project management business, which is under the name of
Colliers Project Leaders Middle East.
Under Prasad’s leadership in India, Colliers has diversified into new markets, developed cutting-edge technologies, expanded its
range of services, delivered more than 130 million square feet of real estate development spanning India, West Asia, Africa, and
South Asia, and achieved 30 percent y-o-y growth in four years.
Recent Appointment

e CEO of Jindal Stainless Ltd - Tarun Khulbe

e CEO of PepsiCo India - Jagrut Kotecha (replace Ahmed El Sheikh)

e As a member of the UPSC - Sheel Vardhan Singh

e MD of Bangalore Metro - Maheshwar Rao

MD of Experian India - Manish Jain
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284. In January 2024, The Union government appointed Chief Justice Prasanna Bhalachandra Varale as a
judge of the Supreme Court.

WA 2024 ®, g IRPR A & &I AT T YA avd B gare <qrarad & e & 0§ fged
a3

(a) Allahabad High Court / gdlgldIG 3= AT

(b) Karnataka High Court / ®icd 3= <qrATad

(c) Gauhati High Court / TigTct 3= <maTeig

(d) Bombay High Court / 988 3 <IATag

(e) Calcutta High Court / ®cidhdl 3= R-ITed

Ans. b

Sol. Karnataka HC Chief Justice appointed as Supreme Court judge

The Union government has approved the Supreme Court Collegium’s recommendation for elevation of Karnataka High Court’s Chief
Justice Prasanna B Varale as a judge of the top court.

In exercise of the powers conferred by the Constitution, President, after consultation with Chief Justice of India, is pleased to
appoint Justice Prasanna Bhalachandra Varale, Chief Justice of the Karnataka High Court as Judge of Supreme Court.

After the development, the Supreme Court would work with its sanctioned strength of 34 judges.

On January 19, the five-judge Collegium led by Chief Justice of India D Y Chandrachud picked up name of Justice Varale, senior-
most Judge belonging to a Scheduled Caste to fill up the vacancy created upon retirement of Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul on De 2023.
Justice Varale has served as the Chief Justice of the High Court of Karnataka from October 15, 2022. He is currently the only High
Court Chief Justice from a Scheduled Caste community. He is also the seniormost High Court judge belonging to a Scheduled Caste.
Justice Varale's parent High Court is Bombay. He was appointed as a Bombay High Court judge on July 18, 2008. There are already
three judges from the Bombay High Court on the Bench of the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court of India has operated almost throughout last year with a full strength of 34 judges and, therefore, could achieve
the distinction of recording an unprecedented rate of disposal by disposing of 52,191 cases in the calendar year 2023, according to
the Collegium resolution.
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285. Consider the following statements about Karpoori Thakur who has been awarded Bharat Ratna recently:

(i) He served as Bihar’s Chief Minister thrice.

(ii) He is the 47th person to be awarded the Bharat Ratna.

(iii) He served as Bihar’s Chief Minister from December 1977 to April 1979.

(iv) Bharat Ratna was instituted in 1952.

(v) He was born in January 1924.

How many of the statements given above are INCORRECT?

(@) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(c) Only four

(d) All are correct

Ans. c

(i) He served as Bihar’s Chief Minister thrice. (Incorrect)

(i) He is the 47th person to be awarded the Bharat Ratna. (Incorrect)

(iii) He served as Bihar's Chief Minister from December 1977 to April 1979. (Correct)

(iv) Bharat Ratna was instituted in 1952. (Incorrect)

(v) He was born in January 1924. (Correct)

Sol. Former Bihar CM Karpoori Thakur Awarded Bharat Ratna Posthumously

Former Chief Minister of Bihar Karpoori Thakur was conferred the nation's highest honour, Bharat Ratna, posthumously by the President of India Droupadi Murmu.

The award comes 35 years after his death -- Karpoori Thakur died on February 17, 1988.

Karpoori Thakur, born in January 1924, was a prominent figure in Bihar's political landscape. Known for his deep connection with the backward classes, Thakur’s political journey

was marked by his steadfast commitment to social justice.

He served as Bihar's Chief Minister twice, first from December 1970 to June 1971 and again from December-1977 to April 1979.

About Bharat Ratna

e The Bharat Ratna, the highest civilian award in the country, has been granted to 49 individuals so far, with 17 posthumously. Instituted in 1954, this award is open to

anyone, regardless of race, occupation, position, or gender.
It is awarded in recognition of outstanding service or performance of the highest order in any field of human endeavour. The prime minister makes recommendations
directly to the President, and no formal recommendations are required. The annual awards are limited to a maximum of three per year.
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286. Who has been awarded the International Women's Cricketer of the Year award for the 2022-23 season by BCCI?
FiRAiRAeg gRT 2022-23 oA & g adf $Y sieRigia afgan firdex F1 R 54 ver fFar mar g2
(a) Harleen Deol /E?Fﬁ?%x?;ﬁﬂ
(b) Harmanpreet Kaur / T PR
(c) Renuka Singh / XU[eT Rig
(d) Smriti Mandhana / S HeT
(e) Deepti Sharma /?ﬂ'@fﬂﬂf
Ans. e
Sol. Shastri, Engineer honoured with Col CK Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Award
Foremer Coach of Indian cricket team Ravi Shastri and former India wicketkeeper Farokh Engineer have been honoured with the CK Nayudu Lifetime Achievement Award by
BCCI.
Star batter Shubman Gill was conferred with the Polly Umrigar Best Men's International Cricketer of the Year (2022-23) award.
Last year, Gill became the fastest batsman to reach the 2000-run mark in ODlIs in the process of making 1584 runs from 29 matches at an average of 63.36 including five
hundreds.
Young opener Yashasvi Jaiswal grabbed the award for the Best International Debut during the 2022-23 season after cracking a 171 against the West Indies at Roseau in July last
year.
Spinner Deepti Sharma grabbed the International Women's Cricketer of the Year award for the 2022-23 season.
List of awards
e Col CK Nayudu Lifetime Achievement award: Ravi Shastri, Farokh Engineer (2019-20).
e  Polly Umrigar Award for Best Men's Cricketer of the Year
Shubman Gill (2022-23)
Jasprit Bumrah (2021-22)
Ravichandran Ashwin (2020-21)
Mohammed Shami (2019-20).
Best International Women's Cricketer of the Year
Deepti Sharma (2019-20, 2022-23)
Smriti Mandhana (2020-21, 2021-22)
Best International Debut, Men:
Mayank Agarwal (2019-20)
Axar Patel (2020-21)
Shreyas lyer (2021-22)
Yashasvi Jaiswal (2022-23)
Best International Debut, Women
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Priya Punia (2019-20)
Shafali Varma (2020-21)
S Meghna (2021-22)
Amanjot Kaur (2022-23)

Dilip Sardesai Award (2022-23)
Highest Runs: Yashasvi Jaiswal
Highest Wickets: R Ashwin

Most Runs in ODIs — Wome
Punam Raut (2019-20)
Mithali Raj (2020-21)
Harmanpreet Kaur (2021-22)
Jemimah Rodrigues (2022-23)

Most Wickets in ODIs — Women
Poonam Yadav (2019-20)
Jhulan Goswami (2020-21)
Rajehwari Gayakwad (2021-22)
Devika Vaidya (2022-23).

Best Umpire in Domestic Cricket
KN Ananthapadmanabhan (2019-20)
Vrinda Rathi (2020-21)
J Madangopal (2021-22)
Rohan Pandit (2022-23).

Best performance in domestic tournaments
Mumbai (2019-20)

Lala Amarnath Award:Best all-rounder in domestic limited-over competitions
Baba Aparajith (2019-20)
Rishi Dhawan (2020-21, 2021-22)
Riyan Parag (2022-23).

Lala Amarnath Award: Best all-rounder in Ranji Trophy
Manishankar Mura Singh (2019-20)
Shams Mulani (2021-22)
Saransh Jain (2022-23)
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Madhavrao Scindia Trophy: Highest run-getter in Ranji Trophy
Rahul Dalal (2019-20)
Sarfaraz Khan (2021-22)
Mayank Agarwal (2022-23)
Madhavrao Scindia Trophy: Highest wicket-taker in Ranji Trophy
Jaydev Unadkat (2019-20)
Shams Mulani (2021-22)
Jalaj Saxena (2022-23)
MA Chidambaram Trophy: Highest wicket-taker in U19 Cooch Behar Trophy
Harsh Dubey (2019-20)
AR Nishad (2021-22)
Manav Chothani (2022-23)
MA Chidambaram Trophy: Highest run-getter in U19 Cooch Behar Trophy
P. Kanpillewar (2019-20)
Mayank Shandilya (2021-22)
Danish Malewar (2022-23)
MA Chidambaram Trophy: Highest wicket-taker in U23 Col Cok Nayudu Trophy
Ankush Tyagi (2019-20)
Harsh Dubey (2021-22)
Vishal Jayswal (2022-23)
MA Chidambaram Trophy: Highest run-getter in U23 Col Cok Nayudu Trophy
Parth Palawat (2019-20)
YV Rathod (2021-22)
Kshitij Patel (2022-23)
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287. 60 Parachute Field Hospital has been selected for the Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar-2024 for its
excellent work in Disaster Management. It is located in which state?
3Tuer s § Iy $1d & 1T 60 WIE Wies giUcH HI YUY 9% 19 TUST UM RIPR-2024 F fore g1 11 81 98
fra T ¥ @ g2
(a) Uttar Pradesh / IR USY
(b) Gujarat / eIRTd
(c) Rajasthan / XTSTRJTH
(d) Maharashtra / HeRTY
(e) Uttarakhand / STRIES
Ans. a
Sol. UP selected Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar 2024
For the year 2024, 60 Parachute Field Hospital, Uttar Pradesh, in the Institutional category, has been selected for the Subhash
Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar-2024 for its excellent work in Disaster Management.
The Government of India, under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has instituted an annual award known as Subhash
Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar to recognize and honour the invaluable contribution and selfless service rendered by
individuals and organizations in India in the field of disaster management.
The award is announced every year on the birth anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. The award carries a cash prize of Rs.
51 lakh and a certificate in case of an institution and Rs. 5 lakh and a certificate in case of an individual.
About 60 Parachute Field Hospital
e 60 Parachute Field Hospital, Uttar Pradesh, was established in 1942. It is the sole airborne medical establishment of the Indian
Armed Forces, recognized for its exceptional service in various global crisis.
e The primary mission includes Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) operations during natural calamities,
nationally and internationally, both in time of peace and war.
e It had provided medical assistance during the Uttarakhand floods (2013), Nepal Earthquake under the operation name
‘Maitri’ (2015), and Indonesian Tsunami as part of Operation Samudra Maitri (2018).
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288. The National Voters’ Day is celebrated every year in India on January 25 to encourage the country’s voters to
participate in the electoral process. This year celebrated which edition of National Voters’ Day?

S & HAGTAT3i PI AT Ufshdr # YT A & forg Micfed #37 & g WRa & 8% 91t 25 Sa’) & gt gdgrar feaw g
ST 31 59 a¥ AP AAGTdT fdaw &1 P19 |1 HEH 01 {1 AT

(a) 11th

(b) 15th

(c) 12th

(d) 13th

(e) 14th

Ans. e

Sol. 25 January - National Voters Day

The National Voters’ Day is celebrated every year in India on January 25 to encourage the country's voters to participate in the
electoral process.

This year, it is the 14th edition which is being celebrated.

Theme 2024 - Nothing Like Voting, | Vote For sure

The first-ever National Voters' Day was celebrated on January 25, 2011, to encourage more young voters to take part in the electoral
process where the Union government, then led by Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, had approved a proposal of the law ministry to
this effect.
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289. Who is the author of the book titled “Conversations with Aurangzeb"?
"HIURY fdg ST A [P & dGD P 82
(a) Amitav Ghosh / 3{fHdEg 9y
(b) Vikram Seth / fdshH I3
(c) Jhumpa Lahiri / %ﬂTFﬂ’%@ﬂ
(d) Charu Nivedita /Wﬁaﬁ(ﬂ
(e) Priya AS. / TUTT.gg
Ans.d
Sol. “Conversations with Aurangzeb" written by Charu Nivedita
Tamil writer Charu Nivedita's "Conversations with Aurangzeb", translated by Nandini Krishnan, is an unpredictable book.
In it, a writer begins a novel with an idea but soon meets the spirit of Mughal emperor Aurangzeb, who decides to seize the
opportunity to tell his side of the story.
The writer and Aurangzeb speak of the past and present, of Mughals and Marxism, of satire and Sunny Leone, and a host of other
contemporary subjects. Krishnan says the novel is “defiant of all genres”.
Recent Books
e Conversations with Aurangzeb - Charu Nivedita (translated by Nandini Krishnan)
e Assam'’s Braveheart Lachit Barphukan - Arup Kumar Dutta (launched by Amit Shah)
e Fertilising the Future - Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya (launched by VP Jagdeep Dhankhar)
The Babri Masjid Ram Mandir Dilemma: An Acid Test for India’s Constitution - Madhav Godbole
Why Bharat Matters — S Jaishankar
Breaking the Mould - Raghuram Rajan & Rohit Lamba
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290. International Day of Education is observed every year on which day?

eRTgIa e fiaw ude af fw fam waman e 32

(@) 22 January / 22 STHast

(b) 23 January / 23 STHast

(C) 24 January / 24 SFa3t

(d) 25 January / 25 SFaR]

(€) 27 January / 27 SFIaR]

Ans. c

Sol. 24 January - International Day of Education

The International Day of Education is observed across the globe on January 24 to underscore education as a basic human right and
a public responsibility.

International Day of Education is envisioned to promote gender equality, inclusivity, and poverty eradication through quality
education and democratic participation.

Theme 2024 - Learning for lasting peace

On December 3, 2018, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) adopted a resolution that proclaimed January 24 as the
International Day of Education.

The UNGA aimed to highlight and celebrate the role of learning for development.

The adoption of the resolution 73/25 "International Day of Education” was co-authored by Nigeria and 58 other member states to
promote inclusive, equitable, and quality education for all.
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291. Which state will setup World’s First ‘Black Tiger Safari’ in the state?
P19 91 ey 364 A fIy $ ugell <P e3IR BRI RTfUd H¥m?
(a) Kerala / A

(b) Tamil Nadu / ATHeTg
(c) Odisha / Nt

(d) Andhra Pradesh / 3fitf UGl
(e) Telangana / GNUIGI]
Ans. c
Sol. Odisha to Setup World’s First ‘Black Tiger Safari’
Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has unveiled plans for the establishment of the world’s first ‘black tiger safari’ near the
Similipal Tiger Reserve (STR) in Mayurbhanj.
This visionary project aims to provide tourists and visitors with a rare glimpse of the melanistic tigers, commonly known as black
tigers, recently spotted at the Similipal National Park.
The safari will be established near Baripada over a 200-hectare area, adjoining National Highway 18. About 100 hectare will be
display area and the balance area shall be utilised for creation of veterinary care facilities, including rescue center, staff
infrastructure, and visitor amenities.
About Odisha

e Capital - Bhubaneswar

e Chief Minister — Naveen Patnaik

e Governor - Raghubar Das
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292. India and which country have signed an agreement to foster collaboration and cooperation in the field of Information Technology
(IT)?

YR 3R 5T 1 7 =1 Wit (3Mgeh & &5 § gahT 3R TgulT &! 9era1 31 & fore ue Jwsid W) swer feu 82

(a) Tanzania / dSIT=AT

(b) Bangladesh / STITGRT

(c) Oman / A

(d) Singapore / ﬁFTI'ER

(e) UAE / JU%
Ans. ¢
Sol. Cabinet Approved for India-Oman IT Cooperation MoU
The Union Cabinet, under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has approved the MoU between the Ministry of Electronics and
Information Technology of India and the Ministry of Transport, Communications, and Information Technology of Oman.
The MoU, inked on December 15 last year, aims to foster collaboration and cooperation in the field of Information Technology (IT).
The comprehensive cooperation outlined in the MoU covers a spectrum of activities, including mutual support, sharing of technologies,
information exchange, and investments in the IT sector.
This move is anticipated to strengthen the ties between India and Oman, promoting bilateral collaboration in both government-to-government
(G2G) and business-to-business (B2B) dimensions.
The background of this collaboration is rooted in the mandate given to the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) to
promote international cooperation in emerging and frontier areas of Information and Communications Technology (ICT) under bilateral and
regional frameworks.
Recently India signed MoUs with others countries
¢ India and Cuba signed an MoU on digital public infrastructure collaboration
¢ India and France to jointly fund science research projects
¢ India and Mauritius collaborate on Rs 20 crore small satellite project
India and Guyana signed MoU for Hydrocarbon Sector
India and Malaysia sign an MoU for Cooperation in Broadcasting
India and Italy signed Mobility and Migration Partnership Agreement
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293. India’s second VLF communication station will be set up in which state?
YRA DT gERT ATATP HaR W ford I | wuifia far saem?
(a) Kerala / A

(b) Tamil Nadu / ATHeTg
(c) Odisha / Nt

(d) Andhra Pradesh / 3fitf UGl

(e) Telangana / GNUIGI]

Ans. e

Sol. India’s second VLF communication station to come up in Telangana

The State government has transferred 1,174 hectares of forest land under the Damagudem Reserve Forest near Pudur village in
Vikarabad district to the Indian Navy to set up India’s second Very Low Frequency (VLF) radar station.

The Navy had been in discussions with the State government since 2010, but the allocation of land faced delays under the previous
governments.

The Union Forest and Environment Department approved the Navy's proposals in 2014. Campa funds of ¥133.54 crore were
allocated for the transfer of forest land, and the Navy contributed ¥18.56 crore for land conservation measures.

The naval unit is expected to house approximately 600 naval personnel and civilians, providing homes for around 2,500 to 3,000
people.

This marks the second VLF station in the country, with the first being the INS Kattabomman Radar Station at Vijayanarayanam in
Tirunelveli district, Tamil Nadu, operational since 1990.

The Eastern Naval Command in Visakhapatnam had identified Telangana as an ideal location for a second radar station several years
ago.
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294. The Ministry of Defence has signed a contract with which company for the acquisition of 14 fast patrol vessels (FPVs)
for the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) at a cost of ¥1,070.47 crore?

I&T HATAT A ¥1,070.47 PIS Bl AN A HRAH T &P (ICG) & forw 14 ot =<l SigTSil (FPV) & Siftgur & fore fog st
& 1Y U e W gwarer e 32

(a) Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders / AiZiTid Sl Rufaeeyd

(b) Hindustan Shipyard / fégw Raars

(c) ABG Shipyard / Taitol! fRroars

(d) Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers / Tﬂé‘-—fﬁﬂﬁlﬂﬁ@'&f@ Eﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁ

(e) Cochin Shipyard Limited / B Ruars fafics

Ans. a

Sol. MoD inks 1,070 crore pact with Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders for 14 fast patrol vessels for ICG

The Ministry of Defence has signed a contract with Mumbai-based Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd (MDL) for the acquisition of 14
fast patrol vessels (FPVs) for the Indian Coast Guard (ICG) at a cost of ¥1,070.47 crore.

These multi-role FPVs will be indigenously designed, developed, and manufactured by MDL under Buy (Indian-IDDM) Category and
will be delivered in total 63 months.

These modern FPVs will play a critical role in enhancing fisheries protection and monitoring, control and surveillance, anti-
smuggling operations, search and rescue operations including in shallow waters, assistance to ship/crafts in distress, towing
capabilities, assistance and monitoring during marine pollution response operations, anti-piracy operations.
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295. The Cabinet has approved the setting up of two coal gasification plants in West Bengal and Odisha. These plants will
be set up by which company?

FfeAe A ufdm s ok NfE=m & &Y Hraar Ao wax Rifia $7 $ wedl § € 31 A wiie fFrd Su=t gRT T g
(a) ReNew Power / ﬁ?{tl'l?ﬂ

(b) Adani Enterprises / &rgr:ﬁm@a

() JSW Energy / SISy TSIt

(d) NTPC Limited / TSI feifiics

(e) Coal India Limited / ®1d 3fgar fofics

Ans. e

Sol. Cabinet approves setting up of two coal gasification plants in West Bengal and Odisha

The Government has approved that Coal India Limited (CIL) will set up two Coal Gasification Plants with a view to achieve the target
of 100 MT coal gasification by the year 2030 and to fulfil India’s dual objectives of self-reliance and energy independence.

Total investment in the joint venture of CIL and GAIL for the proposed Coal-to-Synthetic Natural Gas at Sonepur Bazari Area of
Eastern Coalfields Limited in West Bengal will be of 13 thousand 52 crore rupees.

The Centre has also approved a proposal for equity investment for setting up of Coal-to-Synthetic Natural Gas Project through a
Joint venture of Coal India Limited - CIL and Gas Authority of India Limited- GAIL.

It has also approved for setting up of the Coal-to-Ammonium Nitrate Project through a Joint venture of CIL and Bharat Heavy
Electrical Limited- BHEL.
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296. Who has been invited by the Ministry of Defence as “Special Guests” to witness the Republic Day Parade, 2024 at
Kartavya Path, New Delhi?

&1 HATY gIRT Haod U, T3 feeel! H urds fdaw s, 2024 @ 3@ & forw “fagiy fafy & wu & fd sy foear mar 82
(@) Arjun Awardee

(b) Ujjawal Yojana beneficiaries

(c) Chandrayaan-3's Team

(d) Ram Temple's workers

(e) PM Vishwakarma beneficiaries

Ans. e

Sol. PM Vishwakarma beneficiaries invited as “special guests” to witness the Republic Day Parade 2024

The beneficiaries under the PM Vishwakarma Scheme have been invited by the Ministry of Defence as “Special Guests” to witness
the Republic Day Parade, 2024 at Kartavya Path, New Delhi.

The PM Vishwakarma Scheme was launched on 17.09.2023 by the Prime Minister of India.

This is a holistic scheme that provides end-to-end support to the artisans & craftspeople belonging to 18 trades. As on date, a total
of 2,85,420 applications have been registered successfully under the scheme.

256 beneficiaries of PM Vishwakarma scheme, along with their spouse, are attending the Republic Day Event on 26th January 2024.
These beneficiaries belong to rural and urban areas of 20 States, including North Eastern States and 4 Union Territories. Few of them
are from Aspirational districts.

There are 108 female artisans and 148 male artisans, who represent the trades covered under the scheme.
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297. Which country will open the first alcohol store in its capital that will exclusively serve non-Muslim diplomats?

DI AT S ST ST W U1 IRTE TR @I i1 IRy 7 F R-FRAq IS HI |aT U Hem?
(a) lran / éTFT
(b) Iraq / b
(c) UAE /
(d) Syria / gifar
() Saudi Arabia / ¥4l 3Rd
Ans. e
Sol. Saudi Arabia to Open First Alcohol Store for Diplomats
Saudi Arabia will open its first alcohol store in the capital Riyadh which will serve exclusively non-Muslim diplomats.
Customers will have to register via a mobile app, get a clearance code from the foreign ministry, and respect monthly quotas with
their purchases.
The move is a milestone in the kingdom's efforts, led by Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, to open the ultra-conservative
Muslim country for tourism and business as drinking alcohol is forbidden in Islam.
This move is expected to enhance Saudi Arabia’s diplomatic relations, particularly with Western countries, where alcohol
consumption is a part of social and official engagements.
Saudi Arabia has strict laws against drinking alcohol which can be punishable by hundreds of lashes, deportation, fines, or
imprisonment and expatriates also face deportation. As part of the reforms, whipping has largely been replaced by jail sentences.
Alcohol has been available only through diplomatic mail or on the black market.
About Saudi Arabia
e Capital- Riyadh
e Currency- Saudi riyal
¢ Prime minister- Mohammed bin Salman Al Saud
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298. Which finance company will lend up to ¥1.2 trillion for the installation of rooftop solar panels under the Pradhan
Mantri Suryoday Yojana?

DA 3t o S g Guiey 9o & ded 9d W IR U9d & RIT9AT & e 1.2 feferas 9@ &1 %o ¢
(a) State Bank of India / YR Te §b

(b) NTPC Limited / TACIUI ferfires

(c) REC Ltd / 3Rt ferfires

(d) HDFC Bank / TISIUGhYl §&

(€) JSW Energy / STTHS&Yg TST

Ans. c

Sol. REC to lend 1.2 trillion for solar panels

State-run REC Ltd 'a Maharatna power finance company' will lend up to 1.2 trillion for the installation of rooftop solar panels under
the Pradhan Mantri Suryoday Yojana.

The company has been designated as the programme implementation agency for the implementation of the scheme and its board
of directors has approved letters of credit of about 15,000 crore each for eight central public sector undertakings would set up the
rooftop panels across states.

The Ministry of New and Renewable Energy has designated REC as the overall programme implementation agency for the
implementation of rooftop solar in the country and we have been given a target of 1 crore households to be covered in a period of
1 year.

REC's Board has authorized the management to issue a Line of Credit to eight central public sector undertakings that are going to
act as renewable energy services companies to the tune of about Rs 15,000 crore each.
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299. Which bank has become the first lender in the country to achieve the milestone of 20 million credit cards in force?

S A1 d 20 faferaa Hfse o1S 3t Iuafs g1 A 916 3 T UgdT HUGTAT 5 74T 52

(a) State Bank of India / YR Te §b

(b) Axis Bank / TfeRT b

(c) Yes Bank /W%

(d) HDFC Bank / TSIt o

(e) ICICI Bank / ST HTSTS IS b

Ans. d

Sol. HDFC Bank first lender to issue 20 million credit cards,

HDFC Bank, India’s largest private sector bank, has become the first lender in the country to achieve the milestone of 20 million
credit cards in force.

The lender forayed into the credit card business in 2001 and hit the 10-million mark in 2017. The next 10 million issuances came in a
little over six years.

HDFC Bank is the largest issuer of card issuers in the country, which commands over a fourth of the overall card market in terms of
numbers.

According to the Reserve Bank of India data for November 2023, HDFC Bank’s cards in circulation stood at nearly 19.51 million as
compared to 19.18 million cards in October 2023.

HDFC Bank is followed by SBI Card, ICICI Bank, and Axis Bank, in terms of the number of-credit cards issued.
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300. The Reserve Bank of India has approved the Life Insurance Corporation of India’s (LIC)
application to acquire up to 9.99 percent aggregate holding of paid-up share capital in which
bank?

YR od 99 A {59 9% # gopar 9% Uil Pt 9.99 Ufawd T8R! g1iia @3 & forg wRdia
sfta=t otar e (Lic) & 3mae &) Hepdt & &Y @2

(a) South Indian Bank / TT3Y (ST dab

(b) Axis Bank / Tfad dh

(c) Yes Bank / I §h

(d) HDFC Bank / TISIUHH! d

(e) ICICI Bank / TS EATSHISMS dP

Ans. d

Sol. LIC gets RBI nod for 9.99% stake buy in HDFC Bank

The Reserve Bank of India has approved insurance behemoth Life Insurance Corporation of India’s (LIC)

application to acquire up to 9.99 percent aggregate holding of paid-up share capital in HDFC Bank, the
country’s largest private sector bank.

The approval has been granted with reference to the application made by LIC to RBI.

LIC has been advised by RBI to acquire the major shareholding in HDFC Bank within a period of one year.
Further, LIC must ensure that the aggregate holding in the Bank does not exceed 9.99% of the paid-up
share capital or voting rights of the Bank at all times.
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301. In January 2024, which food delivery company received the certificate of authorization from RBI to operate as a
payment aggregator?

SRt 2024 H, for @1er faaRor ST B YIa Thier & ©U T HTH B & fg RBI & WIFRIGIUT BT THIOT U T G311 82
(a) Zomato

(b) Swiggy

(c) Food panda

(d) Domino's

(e) Eat Fit

Ans. a

Sol. Zomato receives RBI nod to operate as payment aggregator

Food delivery major Zomato's subsidiary has received the certificate of authorization from RBI to operate as a payment aggregator.
The company’s wholly-owned subsidiary Zomato Payments Pvt Ltd (ZPPL) has been incorporated to carry out the business as
payment aggregator and issuer of pre-paid payment instruments.

ZPPL has been granted certificate of authorization dated January 24, 2024, from the Reserve Bank of India to operate as an ‘Online
Payment Aggregator’ in India with effect from January 24, 2024, as per the guidelines issued by the RBI"

Earlier, players such as Razorpay, Tata Pay and Cashfree bagged similar payment aggregators licenses. The Gurugram-based food
delivery major had, last year, announced a partnership with ICICI Bank to launch its own payments business, Zomato Pay.
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302. In January 2024, which of the following countries have conducted ‘Desert Knight' exercise over the Arabian Sea?
WAt 2024 H, FufefEd 9 & f =M A 3R PR & SHW 'SWIC A5 3191 JTford fomar 82

(a) India, Russia, and UAE / HRd, >4 G'ﬁT?{Q'sc

(b) India, USA, and UAE / HRd, 3ER®T 3R Jus

(c) USA, France, and UAE / JUYT, ¥ 3R JUs

(d) India, UK, and UAE / YRd, g 3R JUs

(e) India, France, and UAE / YRRd, T 3R {-igdd 3T SHRTT

Ans. e

Sol. India, France, UAE conduct mega air exercise over Arabian Sea

India, France, and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) carried out a mega air exercise over the Arabian Sea against the backdrop of
rising global concerns over Houthi militants targeting several commercial vessels in the strategic waterways in the region.
The 'Desert Knight' exercise featured several frontline aerial assets and combat jets of the air forces of the three countries.
The Indian Air Force (IAF) component at the drills consisted of Su-30 MKI, MiG-29, and Jaguar fighter jets besides AWACS (airborne
early warning and control aircraft, C-130-J transport plane, and air-to-air refuelling aircraft.
The main focus of exercise 'Desert Knight' was enhancing synergy and interoperability between the three air forces," the Indian Air
Force said.
The exercise took place in the Indian FIR (Flight Information Regions) and with IAF aircraft operated from several bases in India.
All airspace worldwide is divided into FIRs and each of them is managed by a controlling authority responsible for ensuring that air
traffic services are provided to aircraft flying within it.
Recent Exercise
e 11th edition of Khanjar Exercise between India-Kyrgyzstan - Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh
e 2nd edition of '‘Cyclone’ exercise between India and Egypt - Anshas, Egypt
e st edition of Navy Exercise ‘Ex-Ayutthaya’ between India & Thailand
1st edition of Military Exercise ‘Desert Cyclone’ between India & UAE — Rajasthan
12th edition of multi-national naval exercise MILAN 24 - Visakhapatnam
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303. Consider the following statements about the Padma Awards 2024:

(i) For the year 2024, the President approved the conferment of 132 Padma awards.

(ii) The list comprises 5 Padma Vibhushan, 15 Padma Bhushan and 112 Padma Shri awards.

(iii) 29 awardees in the list are women.

(iv) Bindeshwar Pathak conferred with Padma Vibhushan in the category of Public Affairs.

(v) M Venkaiah Naidu conferred with Padma Vibhushan in the category of Social Work.

How many of the statements given above are INCORRECT?

(@) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(c) Only four

(d) All are correct

Ans.d

Statements

(i) For the year 2024, the President approved the conferment of 132 Padma awards. (Correct)

(i) The list comprises 5 Padma Vibhushan, 15 Padma Bhushan and 112 Padma Shri awards. (Incorrect)

(iii) 29 awardees in the list are women. (Incorrect)

(iv) Bindeshwar Pathak conferred with Padma Vibhushan in the category of Public Affairs. (Incorrect)

(v) M Venkaiah Naidu conferred with Padma Vibhushan in the category of Social Work. (Incorrect)

Sol. Padma Awards 2024 Announced

Former Vice-President M. Venkaiah Naidu, actors Chiranjeevi and Vyjayanthimala Bali, and Bharatanatyam dancer Padma Subrahmanyam have been conferred with Padma
Vibhushan, the country’s second-highest civilian award. While, Bindeshwar Pathak, founder of Sulabh International, conferred with the award posthumously.

Late actor Vijayakant, M. Fathima Beevi, the first female judge to be appointed to the Supreme Court of India, Satyabrata Mookherjee, former president of Bharatiya Janata Party
in West Bengal, and Togdan Rinpoche, spiritual leader of the Drikung Kagyu Tradition in Ladakh, were conferred with-Padma Bhushan posthumously.

Young Liu, chairman of Taiwan's Foxconn Group, has also been conferred with a Padma Bhushan.

For the year 2024, the President approved conferment of 132 Padma awards, up from 106 such awards last year. The list comprises five Padma Vibhushan, 17 Padma Bhushan
and 110 Padma Shri awards. While 30 awardees are women, the list also includes nine persons from the category of “Foreigners/NRI/PIO/OCI" and nine posthumous awardees.
Complete List of Padma Awards
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Padma Vibhushan Awards 2024

Awardee Name Field State

Ms. Vyjayantimala Bali Art Tamil Nadu

Shri Konidela Chiranjeevi Art Andhra Pradesh

Shri M Venkaiah Naidu Public Affairs Andhra Pradesh

Shri Bindeshwar Pathak Social Work Bihar

Ms. Padma Subrahmanyam Art Tamil Nadu

Padma Bhushan Awards 2024

Awardee Name Field State/Country

Ms. M Fathima Beevi Public Affairs Kerala

Shri Hormusji N Cama Literature & Education Maharashtra

Shri Mithun Chakraborty Art West Bengal

Shri Sitaram Jindal Trade & Industry Karnataka

Shri Young Liu Trade & Industry Taiwan

Shri Ashwin Balachand Mehta Medicine Maharashtra

Shri Satyabrata Mookherjee Public Affairs West Bengal

Shri Ram Naik Public Affairs Maharashtra

Shri Tejas Madhusudan Patel Medicine Gujarat

Shri Olanchery Rajagopal Public Affairs Kerala
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Shri Dattatray Ambadas Art Maharashtra
Mayaloo alias Rajdutt

Shri Togdan Rinpoche Others — Spiritualism Ladakh

Shri Pyarelal Sharma Art Maharashtra

Shri Chandreshwar Prasad Medicine Bihar
Thakur

Ms. Usha Uthup Art West Bengal

Shri Vijaykanth Art Tamil Nadu

Shri Kundan Vyas Literature & Education — Maharashtra
Journalism

Padma Shri Awards 2024

Name Field State/Country

Shri Khalil Ahamad Art Uttar Pradesh

Shri Badrappan M Art Tamil Nadu

Shri Kaluram Bamaniya Art Madhya
Pradesh

Ms. Rezwana Choudhury Bannya Art Bangladesh

Ms. Naseem Bano Art Uttar Pradesh

Shri Ramlal Bareth Art Chhattisgarh

Ms. Gita Roy Barman Art West Bengal

Ms. Parbati Baruah Social Work Assam

Shri Sarbeswar Basumatary Others — Agriculture Assam
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Shri Som Datt Battu

Art

Himachal
Pradesh

Ms. Takdira Begum

Art

West Bengal

Shri Sathyanarayana Beleri

Others — Agriculture

Kerala

Shri Drona Bhuyan

Art

Assam

Shri Ashok Kumar Biswas

Art

Bihar

Shri Rohan Machanda Bopanna

Sports

Karnataka

Ms. Smriti Rekha Chakma

Art

Tripura

Shri Narayan Chakraborty

Science & Engineering

West Bengal

Shri A Velu Ananda Chari

Art

Telangana

Shri Ram Chet Chaudhary

Science & Engineering

Uttar Pradesh

Ms. K Chellammal

Others — Agriculture

Andaman &
Nicobar
Islands

Ms. Joshna Chinappa

Sports

Tamil Nadu

Ms. Charlotte Chopin

Others — Yoga

France

Shri Raghuveer Choudhary

Literature & Education

Gujarat

Shri Joe D Cruz

Literature & Education

Tamil Nadu

Shri Ghulam Nabi Dar

Art

Jammu &
Kashmir

Shri Chitta Ranjan Debbarma

Others — Spiritualism

Tripura

Shri Uday Vishwanath Deshpande

Sports

Maharashtra

Ms. Prema Dhanraj

Medicine

Karnataka

Shri Radha Krishan Dhiman

Medicine

Uttar Pradesh
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Shri Manohar Krishana Dole

Medicine

Maharashtra

Shri Pierre Sylvain Filliozat

Literature & Education

France

Shri Mahabir Singh Guddu

Art

Haryana

Ms. Anupama Hoskere

Art

Karnataka

Shri Yazdi Maneksha ltalia

Medicine

Gujarat

Shri Rajaram Jain

Literature & Education

Uttar Pradesh

Shri Jankilal

Art

Rajasthan

Shri Ratan Kahar

Art

West Bengal

Shri Yashwant Singh Kathoch

Literature & Education

Uttarakhand

Shri Zahir | Kazi

Literature & Education

Maharashtra

Shri Gaurav Khanna

Sports

Uttar Pradesh

Shri Surendra Kishore

Literature & Education —
Journalism

Bihar

Shri Dasari Kondappa

Art

Telangana

Shri Sridhar Makam Krishnamurthy

Literature & Education

Karnataka

Ms. Yanung Jamoh Lego

Others — Agriculture

Arunachal
Pradesh

Shri Jordan Lepcha

Art

Sikkim

Shri Satendra Singh Lohia

Sports

Madhya
Pradesh

Shri Binod Maharana

Art

Odisha

Ms. Purnima Mahato

Sports

Jharkhand

Ms. Uma Maheshwari D

Art

Andhra
Pradesh
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Shri Dukhu Majhi

Social Work

West Bengal

Shri Ram Kumar Mallick

Art

Bihar

Shri Hemchand Manjhi

Medicine

Chhattisgarh

Shri Chandrashekhar Mahadeorao Meshram

Medicine

Maharashtra

Shri Surendra Mohan Mishra (Posthumous)

Art

Uttar Pradesh

Shri Ali Mohammed & Shri Ghani Mohammed*
(Duo)

Art

Rajasthan

Ms. Kalpana Morparia

Trade & Industry

Maharashtra

Ms. Chami Murmu

Social Work

Jharkhand

Shri Sasindran Muthuvel

Public Affairs

Papua New
Guinea

Ms. G Nachiyar

Medicine

Tamil Nadu

Ms. Kiran Nadar

Art

Delhi

Shri Pakaravur Chithran Namboodiripad
(Posthumous)

Literature & Education

Kerala

Shri Narayanan E P

Art

Kerala

Shri Shailesh Nayak

Science & Engineering

Delhi

Shri Harish Nayak (Posthumous)

Literature & Education

Gujarat

Shri Fred Negrit

Literature & Education

France

Shri Hari Om

Science & Engineering

Haryana

Shri Bhagabat Padhan

Art

Odisha

Shri Sanatan Rudra Pal

Art

West Bengal

Shri Shankar Baba Pundlikrao Papalkar

Social Work

Maharashtra
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Shri Radhe Shyam Pareek

Medicine

Uttar Pradesh

Shri Dayal Mavjibhai Parmar

Medicine

Gujarat

Shri Binod Kumar Pasayat

Art

Odisha

Ms. Silbi Passah

Art

Meghalaya

Ms. Shanti Devi Paswan & Shri Shivan Paswan*
(Duo)

Art

Bihar

Shri Sanjay Anant Patil

Others — Agriculture

Goa

Shri Muni Narayana Prasad

Literature & Education

Kerala

Shri K S Rajanna

Social Work

Karnataka

Shri Chandrashekar Channapatna Rajannachar

Medicine

Karnataka

Shri Bhagwatilal Rajpurohit

Literature & Education

Madhya
Pradesh

Shri Romalo Ram

Art

Jammu &
Kashmir

Shri Navjivan Rastogi

Literature & Education

Uttar Pradesh

Ms. Nirmal Rishi

Art

Punjab

Shri Pran Sabharwal

Art

Punjab

Shri Gaddam Sammaiah

Art

Telangana

Shri Sangthankima

Social Work

Mizoram

Shri Machihan Sasa

Art

Manipur

Shri Omprakash Sharma

Art

Madhya
Pradesh

Shri Eklabya Sharma

Science & Engineering

West Bengal

Shri Ram Chander Sihag

Science & Engineering

Haryana
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Shri Harbinder Singh

Sports

Delhi

Shri Gurvinder Singh

Social Work

Haryana

Shri Godawari Singh

Art

Uttar Pradesh

Shri Ravi Prakash Singh

Science & Engineering

Mexico

Shri Seshampatti T Sivalingam

Art

Tamil Nadu

Shri Somanna

Social Work

Karnataka

Shri Kethavath Somlal

Literature & Education

Telangana

Ms. Shashi Soni

Trade & Industry

Karnataka

Ms. Urmila Srivastava

Art

Uttar Pradesh

Shri Nepal Chandra Sutradhar (Posthumous)

Art

West Bengal

Shri Gopinath Swain

Art

QOdisha

Shri Laxman Bhatt Tailang

Art

Rajasthan

Ms. Maya Tandon

Social Work

Rajasthan

Ms. Aswathi Thirunal Gouri Lakshmi Bayi
Thampuratty

Literature & Education

Kerala

Shri Jagdish Labhshanker Trivedi

Art

Gujarat

Ms. Sano Vamuzo

Social Work

Nagaland

Shri Balakrishnan Sadanam Puthiya Veetil

Art

Kerala

Shri Kurella Vittalacharya

Literature & Education

Telangana

Shri Kiran Vyas

Others — Yoga

France

Shri Jageshwar Yadav

Social Work

Chhattisgarh

Shri Babu Ram Yadav

Art

Uttar Pradesh
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304. The union cabinet has approved the Protocol for the establishment of a joint Economic and Trade Committee between
India and which country?
FEr wiHsT A HRA 3R 69 3 F 99 ve g onffe ok sauR |ftfy @Y wirewn & e vidierd @) et & & 22
(a) Mangolia / Hiferar
(b) Ghana / YTl
(c) Dominican Republic /@ﬁlﬁaﬂw
(d) Namibia / =TTHifera
(e) Oman/ 3HA
Ans. c
Sol. Cabinet approves Protocol for establishment of joint Economic and Trade Committee between India and Dominican Republic
The Union Cabinet chaired by PM Narendra Modi approved the proposal for signing of a protocol for establishment of Joint Economic and
Trade Committee (JETCO) between the Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce and Industry of the Republic of India and the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of the Dominican Republic.
Bilateral relations between India and the Dominican Republic have been friendly and continue to deepen in all spheres. At present, there is no
bilateral institutional mechanism between India and Dominican Republic on trade and commerce.
India primarily imports gold from the Dominican Republic and exports pharmaceuticals, marine products, motor vehicles, two and three-
wheelers etc. to them.
The establishment of JETCO will strengthen the economic ties between India and the Dominican Republic and shall play a pivotal role and
provide a platform for discussions, exchange of information, knowledge and ideas which would in turn facilitate trade and industry.
The Joint Committee will provide a platform for exchange of information between various authorities and their counterparts. This would help in
facilitating trade of goods and services and consequentially help in better employment opportunities for professionals in both countries.
About Dominican Republic

e (Capital- Santo Domingo

e Currency- Dominican Peso

e Continent- North America

Official language- Spanish
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305. Al startup, Krutrim become India’s first unicorn in 2024. Which Indian company launched this technology?

Al WTE3MY, FIeH 2024 T YR BT U ZADIH a1 TTI fH URAT HU-t A 3T dH-1P BI dl-g fHar

(a) Ola

(b) Flipkart

(c) Snapdeal

(d) Amazon

(e) Rapido

Ans. a

Sol. Krutrim becomes India’s first $1 billion Al startup

Ola Krutrim, the artificial intelligence (Al) startup founded by serial entrepreneur Bhavish Aggarwal, has achieved unicorn status
following a successful funding round that secured $50 million from prominent investors, including Matrix Partners India.

The company proudly announced its newfound status as the first Indian Al startup to reach a billion-dollar valuation, a remarkable
feat achieved within a month of unveiling a large language model.

The startup, aptly named Krutrim, translating to "artificial” in Sanskrit, is not only focusing on advancing Al language capabilities but
is also delving into the development of data centres. The ultimate goal is to create servers and supercomputers tailored to the
evolving needs of the Al ecosystem.

Krutrim will be available in beta version for consumers in February 2024. Additionally, it will also be available as an API for
enterprises and developers, seeking to create Al applications.
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306. Telecom major Reliance Jio has joined hands with which company to set up a 5G innovation
lab in India?

ol U A forat 7 4R § 56 39143 a9 RITfUd $1 & fore f5a du-t & Jry g1y
foreman 82

(a) Apple

(b) Microsoft

(c) Samsung

(d) OnePlus

(e) Nokia

Ans. d

Sol. Reliance Jio and OnePlus join hands to set up 5G innovation lab in India

Telecom major Reliance Jio and Chinese smartphone company OnePlus have joined hands to set up a 5G
innovation lab in India.

The alliance between OnePlus and Jio aims to provide OnePlus and Jio True 5G users with differentiated
features and an unparalleled network experience.

To bolster these initiatives, both brands are excited to announce the establishment of a state-of-the-art
5G Innovation Lab. The lab will serve as a hub for testing and developing new technologies.

85 per cent of the entire 5G deployment in India has been made by Jio.
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307. FM Nirmala Sitharaman will be the second finance minister to present her straight budget after equalling her
record with former PM Morarji Desai on 1 Feb 2024.

1 BRa3} 2024 Y gd Hiew ARRSH TS & 1Y 3 Rpis o RIas) $1 & 916 vhed e Faruursrgar - <ften
oI U B arelt gast fasa Wt gl

(a) 4th

(b) 5th

(c) 6th

(d) 7th

(e) 8th

Ans. c

Sol. Nirmala Sitharaman To Become 2nd FM To Present 6 Consecutive Union Budgets

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman will set a record by presenting the sixth Budget in a row -- five annual Budgets and one
interim -- a feat achieved so far only by former Prime Minister Morarji Desai.

With the presentation of the interim Budget on February 1, Ms Sitharaman will surpass the records of her predecessors like
Manmohan Singh, Arun Jaitley, P. Chidambaram, and Yashwant Sinha, who had presented five budgets in a row.

Mr. Desai, as Finance Minister, had presented five annual Budgets and one interim Budget between 1959-1964.

Former Prime Minister Morarji Desai who holds the tag of presenting 10 Budgets -- the maximum by any Finance Minister -- had
presented six of them, including one interim, in a row.
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308. Four companies have received market regulator SEBI's nod to raise funds through initial public offerings (IPOs) in
January 2024. Which of the following companies has not received approval?

YR HUFA] BT FaT 2024 T RIS AW GRS (SAMFUTSMT) & ATHH | €4 e & fore areiR famme It &1 dodt
fra w3 31 Frufafea 9 9§ f5w du=it &1 gt 78t fireht 82

(a) JNK India /STTH &

(b) Stallion India Fluorochemicals /Wmmﬁw

(c) Akme Fintrade / Q?F?[ ﬁﬂé@

(d) Entero Healthcare Solutions / QE@%WFIT?{‘{H

(e) Exicom Tele-Systems / q’[ﬁ‘-@‘f‘q oal-Riewg

Ans. b

Sol. Four companies get SEBI's nod to launch IPOs

Entero Healthcare Solutions, JNK India, Exicom Tele-Systems and Akme Fintrade (India) have received markets regulator SEBI's
approval to raise funds through initial public offerings.

However, the Securities and Exchange Board of India has returned the IPO papers of Stallion India Fluorochemicals.

These four firms, which had filed their preliminary papers with the markets watchdog between June and October, obtained
observation letters on January 16-19, an update with the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi).

In Sebi’s parlance, obtaining observation letters means its go-ahead to launch.an IPO.
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309. The Tata Group and European aerospace company Airbus have signed an agreement to manufacture which civilian
helicopters together in India?

1T JYE 3R R TR0 HU- TiREd 3 4R # fae: 19 & A7 3eiaivr a1 & i te qusia wR gxier
fee e

(@) H25

(b) H55

(c) H125

(d) H225

(e) H155

Ans. c

Sol. Tata Group, Airbus team up to make helicopters

The Tata Group and European aerospace company Airbus have signed an agreement to manufacture H125 civilian helicopters
together in India.

The partnership would include air and space tech, maritime tech, including underwater domain awareness, and equipment and
systems related to land warfare.

It also heavily focuses on cutting-edge technology, including robatics, artificial intelligence, cyber-defence, and autonomous
vehicles and platforms.

Also, in partnership with Tata Advanced Systems Limited (TASL), Airbus Helicopters will set up a final assembly line (FAL) for H125
civilian helicopters. This will be India's first private helicopter manufacturing facility.

The FAL will take 24 months to set up and deliveries of the first ‘made-in-India’ H125s are expected to commence in 2026.

This announcement came as India and France adopted a joint defence production road map and an agreement on defence space
partnership, following talks between Prime Minister Narendra Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron.
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310. Bank of Baroda’s wholly-owned subsidiary for cards, ‘BOB Financial Solutions Limited’, has been rebranded as
‘BOBCARD Limited’ with the tagline “ g

W:s‘%ﬁvnz% Waﬁaﬁwmmﬁmﬁ NSt B ARy fifies: &) e

" P AT TAPTS [AfHes' & U A : Fiss bar T 3|

(a) Debit Reimagined

(b) Credit Reimagined

(c) Loan Reimagined

(d) BoB Reimagined

(e) Baroda Reimagined

Ans. b

Sol. Bank of Baroda’s arm rebranded as ‘BOBCARD Limited’

Bank of Baroda's wholly-owned subsidiary for cards, ‘BOB Financial Solutions Limited’, has been rebranded as ‘BOBCARD Limited’

with the tagline “Credit Reimagined”.
The NBFC has also unveiled a new logo called ‘Baroda Sun’, which comprises dual ‘B’ letterforms that hold the rays of the rising sun.
The rebranding embodies “revitalised commitment to reimagine the country’s credit landscape with excellent credit solutions and
customer-centric offerings”.BOBCARD offers an array of consumer and commercial credit cards and caters to all segments of
customers with varied needs, including shopping, travel and business cards for large corporates and MSMEs.
The company also has exclusive credit cards for Defence Personnel including the Indian Army, Indian Navy, the Indian Coast Guard,
Assam Rifles, professionals like ICAI, ICMAI & ICSI, co-branded cards with HPCL, Snapdeal, IRCTC, Premium Lifestyle cards like
Eterna, Premier, among others.
About Bank of Baroda (BOB)

¢ Founded - 1908

e Headquarters - Vadodara, Gujarat

e MD & CEO - Debadatta Chand

Tagline - India's International Bank
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311. The 63rd Central Geological Programming Board (CGPB) Meeting was held in which city?

633 B yae MR ais (isidid) o1 Jo@ ford wer 7 smaifom o 152

(a) Bengaluru /éﬂﬁﬁ

(b) New Delhi / 3 faeeht

(c) Chennai /a_?lg

(d) Bhopal / HaTe

(€) Mumbai / &%

Ans. e

Sol. 63rd Central Geological Programming Board (CGPB) Meeting Convened. In Bhopal

The 63rd gathering of the Central Geological Programming Board (CGPB) took place in Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh.

The meeting was held under the Chairmanship of Shri V.L. Kantha Rao, Secretary, Ministry of Mines. Shri Sanjay Lohiya, Additional
Secretary, Ministry of Mines,Shri Janardan Prasad, Director General, GSI, senior functionaries of different Ministries, State
Directorates of Mining & Geology, PSUs, representatives from private mining industry, Mining associations and other stakeholders
attended the crucial meeting.

The proposed Annual Programme for the ensuing Field Season year 2024-25 was placed before the Board for discussion.

During the ensuing year 2024-25 GSI has formulated about 1055 scientific programs for the year 2024-25, which include 392
Mineral Development projects (G2; G3; G4; and Offshore Explorations) that have the potential to generate auctionable mineral
blocks in near future.
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312. Consider the following statements about Young Liu, who was honoured with the Padma Award recently:

(i) Young Liu has been bestowed with the prestigious Padma Vibhushan award.

(ii) Young Liu is the CEO of Foxconn Company.

(iii) Young Liu received this award in the field of Science and Engineering.

(iv) Young Liu's company is a South Korea-based company.

How many of the statements given above are INCORRECT?

(a) Only one

(b) Only two

(c) Only three

(d) All are correct

(e) All are incorrect

Ans. c

Statements

(i) Young Liu has been bestowed with the prestigious Padma Vibhushan award. (Incorrect)

(ii) Young Liu is the CEO of Foxconn Company. (Correct)

(iii) Young Liu received this award in the field of Science and Engineering. (Incorrect)

(iv) Young Liu's company is a South Korea-based company. (Incorrect)

Sol. Foxconn CEO Young Liu honoured with Padma Bhushan

In a remarkable recognition of his outstanding contributions to the technology industry, Young Liu, the Chief Executive Officer and Chairman of Foxconn, the
Taiwanese multinational electronics contract manufacturer, has been bestowed with the prestigious Padma Bhushan award.

Young Liu, a seasoned entrepreneur and innovator, boasts an impressive career spanning over four decades.

His entrepreneurial journey began in 1988 when he founded Young Micro Systems, a motherboard company. Subsequently, in 1995, he ventured into the
realm of IC design, focusing on PC chipsets. In 1997, Liu established ITE Tech, known as ITeX, marking the third successful venture in his illustrious career.
Foxconn, headquartered in Taiwan, stands as the world's largest contract manufacturer, responsible for assembling approximately 70% of iPhones.

The company has strategically diversified its production away from China in response to disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and escalating
geopolitical tensions.

The Padma Bhushan Award is one of the highest civilian honours in India. This year, the President approved 132 Padma awards across various fields, including
art, social work, public affairs, science and engineering, trade and industry, medicine, literature and education, sports, and civil service.
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313. Which edition of the Joint Military Exercise ‘'SADA TANSEEQ' between India and Saudi Arabia will be held from
January 29 to February 10 in Rajasthan?
YRT 3R TSt 3R P ST TYad T 3T 'SADA TANSEEQ' HT HI- TT TIHVT 29 TG & 10 BRa! dh IoTy A
Smaforda forar smem?
(@) 1st
(b) 2nd
(c) 3rd
(d) 4th
(e) 5th
Ans. a
Sol. Joint military exercise - SADA TANSEEQ between India & Saudi Arabia to be held in Rajasthan
The inaugural edition of the Joint Military Exercise ‘'SADA TANSEEQ' between India and Saudi Arabia will be held from January 29 to
February 10 in Rajasthan.The exercise aims to enhance synergy, interoperability and joint Manship by learning and sharing best
practices between the Armies of both nations.
The joint exercise will focus on counter-terrorism operations under the United Nations Mandate.
During the exercise, participants will engage in missions ranging from joint planning, operations, joint tactical drills, and will provide
field commanders and troops an opportunity to interact with each other.
Earlier in January, India and Saudi Arabia signed a bilateral agreement under which New Delhi has been allocated a quota of
1,75,025 pilgrims for the annual Haj pilgrimage in 2024.
Recent Exercise

¢ Desert Knight Exercise between India, France, UAE - over Arabian Sea

e 11th edition of Khanjar Exercise between India-Kyrgyzstan - Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh

e 2nd edition of 'Cyclone’ exercise between India and Egypt - Anshas, Egypt

1st edition of Navy Exercise ‘Ex-Ayutthaya’ between India & Thailand
1st edition of Military Exercise ‘Desert Cyclone’ between India & UAE — Rajasthan
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314. Who has been awarded the ICC Men's ODI Cricketer of the Year Award for 2023?
2023 & forT 1IcC 39 a3 fbdher 3T g SR RIPR A fFA gwmfaa far man g2

(a) Virat Kohli / faRTe Tgeit

(b) Rachin Ravindra /Tﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁ/

(c) Pat Cummins / Uc Sy

(d) Usman Khawaja / 3THI XATSlT

(e) Suryakumar Yadav / G9GHR TTed
Ans. a

Sol. Virat Kohli wins ICC Men's ODI Cricketer of the Year Award 2023
Indian batting maestro Virat Kohli was crowned the ICC men's ODI Cricketer of the Year 2023 for his excellent run in the format last year headlined by a
phenomenal outing in the World Cup at home.
This is the fourth such award for Kohli, who was the second most prolific run-scorer in ODIs last year behind compatriot Shubman Gill.
The former India skipper finished the year with 1,377 runs which included six centuries and eight half-centuries.
This is the seventh individual ICC award won by Kohli during his glittering career, and his fourth in the ODI category after previous wins in 2012, 2017 and
2018.
He also won the Test award in 2018 while the years 2017 and 2018 saw him also win the Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy for ICC Men's Cricketer of the Year.
Others Awards
e |CC Men's Cricketer of the Year (Sir Garfield Sobers Trophy) - Pat Cummins (Australia)
e |CC Women's Cricketer of the Year (Rachael Heyhoe Flint Trophy) - Nat Sciver-Brunt (England)
e |CC Men's Test Cricketer of the Year - Usman Khawaja (Australia)
ICC Men's ODI Cricketer of the Year - Virat Kohli (India)
ICC Women'’s ODI Cricketer of the Year - Chamari Athapathth (Sri Lanka)
ICC Men'sT20I Teams of the Year - Surya Kumar Yadav (India)
ICC Women'sT20l Teams of the Year - Chamari Athapathth (Sri Lanka)
ICC Umpire of the Year (David Shepherd Trophy) - Richard lllingworth (England)
ICC Spirit of Cricket of the Year Award - Zimbabwe
ICC Men's Emerging Cricketer of the Year - Rachin Ravindra (New Zealand)
ICC Women's Emerging Cricketer of the Year - Phobe Litchfield (Australia)
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315. International Day of Clean Energy is observed every year on which day?

SRfPta T el feaw v af fbw fo1 wamar s 82

(a) 25 January / 25 SFARL

(b) 26 January / 26 STHast

(C) 27 January / 27 SHa3t

(d) 28 January / 28 SFaR]

(e) 29 January / 29 STHas!

Ans. b

Sol. 26 January - International Day of Clean Energy

International Day of Clean Energy is observed every year on January 26.

This day serves as a reminder of the critical role clean energy plays in combating climate change, reducing carbon emissions, and
ensuring a healthier planet for future generations.

Adopting clean energy is integral to the fight against climate change. For decades, science has shown that to limit climate change,
we need to end our reliance on fossil fuels and invest in alternative sources of energy that are clean, sustainable, accessible,
affordable, and reliable.
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316. International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust is observed every year on which day?
THER & Hifsdl ot a1 F sierigia wRvia fgaw g= e fdw e w=man simar &2

(a) 25 January / 25 SFARL

(b) 26 January / 26 STHast

(C) 27 January / 27 SHa3t

(d) 28 January / 28 SFaR]

(e) 29 January / 29 STHas!

Ans. c

Sol. 27 January - International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust

January 27th marks a solemn occasion recognized globally as the International Day of Commemoration in memory of the victims of
the Holocaust.

This day serves as a poignant reminder of the horrors of the Holocaust and the enduring need to fight against hatred, bigotry, and
racism in all its forms.

In November 2005, the United Nations General Assembly designated January 27 as an "International Day of Commemoration in
memory of the victims of the Holocaust"(Resolution 60/7).

It reaffirmed that the Holocaust, which resulted in the murder of one-third of the Jewish people, along with countless members of
other minorities, will forever be a warning to all people of the dangers of hatred, bigotry, racism, and prejudice.

On January 27, 2006, the first worldwide International Holocaust Remembrance Day celebrated.
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317. Which of the following has unveiled 'Pahal’- the insightful house journal of its Vigilance Department?

Frafafaa & @ fFam s gadbar faumT ot smagiRe e uiieT uga &1 3rmaxvl fHar 82

(a) NABARD / TaTS

(b) RBI / 3REI3MTS

(c) IREDA / 3MT$3RESIY

(d) SEBI / Gl

() SIDBI / Rrssit

Ans. c

Sol. IREDA releases vigilance journal 'Pahal’

Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency (IREDA), Gol enterprise under the administrative control of Ministry of New and
Renewable Energy, has unveiled released 'Pahal’- the insightful house journal of its Vigilance Department.

The initiative marks a significant step towards transparency, accountability, and the promotion of renewable energy initiatives by
IREDA.

The unveiling ceremony was led by IREDA's Chairman & Managing Director, Shri Pradip Kumar Das at the registered office in New
Delhi.
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318. Who has inaugurated the Diamond Jubilee celebration of the Supreme Court of India on 28 January at the Supreme
Court auditorium in Delhi?

28 SaR ®i facelt & JUH HI¢ JUNR § YR & Haied A1y & gRE Sidl GHRIE T Igured oo fwar g2
(a) Narendra Modi /-_-ﬁ_sg'rhﬁ:[
(b) Arjun Ram Meghwal / &rﬁqwﬁw
(c) Justice D.Y. Chandrachud /Glféﬂff. ?ﬂ'sc Elﬂﬂ:é
(d) Droupadi Murmu /?ﬁﬁﬁ’é
(e) Jagdeep Dhankhar / S YIS
Ans. a
Sol. PM Modi inaugurates Diamond Jubilee celebrations of Supreme Court
The Prime Minister, Narendra Modi has inaugurated the Diamond Jubilee celebration of the Supreme Court of India on 28 January
at the Supreme Court auditorium in Delhi.
He also launched citizen-centric information and technology initiatives that include Digital Supreme Court Reports (Digi SCR),
Digital Courts 2.0 and a new website of the Supreme Court.
Government has also given approval of 800 crore rupees for the new Supreme Court building.
The Supreme Court of India held its inaugural sitting on January 28, 1950.
PM Modi in News
e PM Modi released commemorative postage stamps, book on Ram Temple
e PM Modi inaugurated Boeing'’s India Engineering and Technology Center in Bengaluru
e PM Modi inaugurated the 27th National Youth Festival in Nashik, Maharashtra.
PM Modi inaugurated & laid the foundation stone of multiple development projects worth over 30,500 crore rupees in
Maharashtra
PM inaugurates Kochi-Lakshadweep Islands Submarine Optical Fibre Connection

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

x* -
Download Current Affairs APP @amb'b'ws babalik Online test Series
k-

319. Which city will host the seventh edition of the India Rubber Meet (IRM 2024) on 23 February?
23 BRG] Bl B HI WS ST TaX HIT (IRM 2024) & JTdd HIHUT B ASTETT BIM?

(a) Bengaluru /éﬂﬁﬁ

(b) New Delhi / 7% faeett

(c) Guwahati / 1131612‘1

(d) Ahmedabad / 3fgHcldl

(€) Mumbai / &%

Ans. ¢

Sol. Rubber meet to be held in Guwahati

The seventh edition of the India Rubber Meet (IRM 2024) will be held in Guwahati on February 23.

The theme this year is ‘Natural Rubber — Changing Landscape, Emerging Trends and Insights for Tomorrow'.

The event, organized by the India Rubber Meet Forum (IRMF), will feature talks, panel discussions, and interactions on various topics
including the future of the global and Indian natural rubber industry, economy and commodity prices, and challenges and
opportunities in the tyre, non-tyre, and synthetic rubber industry.

The objective of the meeting is to provide a platform for rubber stakeholders to interact, share knowledge, address future concerns,
and network for the advancement of the rubber industry.

The event is expected to attract around 500 delegates from India and abroad, and registration can be done online.
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320. In January 2024, which bank has raised ¥5,000 crore through the issuance of long-term infrastructure bonds?
a3 2024 ®, {5 9% A @i gHard) e 9is 9kt #3 25,000 S T 372

(a) Bank of Baroda / dob 3T ®I$\IQI

(b) Indian Overseas Bank / ${&g+ TS s

(c) State Bank of India / YR We o

(d) Axis Bank / TfRI o

(e) Yes Bank /W%

Ans. a

Sol. BoB raises Rs 5,000 Crore via 10-year infrastructure bonds

State-owned Bank of Baroda (BoB) has raised %5,000 crore through the issuance of long-term infrastructure bonds.

The bank received a total of 128 bids amounting to 14,950 crore against the total issue size of ¥5,000 crore (base issue of 31,000

crore and greenshoe option to retain oversubscription up to 24,000 crore).
The bonds have a base issue of Rs 1,000 crore, with retain oversubscription of Rs 4,000 crore as a greenshoe option. It is a provision
in an underwriting agreement that grants the underwriter the right to sell investors more bonds than initially planned by the issuer
if the demand for a security issue proves higher than expected.
About Bank of Baroda (BOB)

¢ Founded - 1908

e Headquarters - Vadodara, Gujarat

e MD & CEO - Debadatta Chand

Tagline - India's International Bank
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321. JD(U) president Nitish Kumar took oath as Chief Minister of Bihar for a record ____ time after a dramatic volte-face.
WG (Q) Jee i $UR A ATCHI IACH & 91¢ RPis IR IR & @A & U & 9y ot |
(@) 7th
(b) 8th
(c) 9th
(d) 10th
(e) 11th
Ans. ¢
Sol. Nitish Kumar takes oath as Bihar chief minister for record ninth time
JD(U) president Nitish Kumar took oath as Chief Minister of Bihar for a record ninth time after a dramatic volte-face.
Eight other cabinet ministers also took oath at Rajbhavan with him. Governor Rajendra Vishwanat Arlekar administered oath of
office and secrecy to three BJP and three JD(U) leaders.
Besides this, one member from Hindustani A wam Morcha (HAM) and one Independent also took oath.
Deputy Chief Minister - Samrat Choudhary and Vijay Kumar Sinha
About Bihar
e Capital - Patna
e Chief Minister — Nitish Kumar (9th)
e Governor - Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar
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322. President Droupadi Murmu has approved how many gallantry awards on the 75th Republic Day?

gt Sadt 75 A 759 oA fiaw W fra dRar ORI o1 79t §i 72

(@) 75

(b) 80

(c) 85

(d) 72

(e) 58

Ans. b

Sol. President Murmu approves 80 gallantry awards

President Droupadi Murmu has approved 80 gallantry awards including six Kirti Chakra and 16 Shaurya Chakra on the 75th Republic
Day.

Out of the six Kirti Chakra, three were conferred posthumously. The 16 Shaurya Chakra, included two posthumous.

The Kirti Chakra is India's second-highest peacetime gallantry award after Ashok Chakra. Shaurya Chakra is the country's third-
highest peacetime gallantry award.

The Kirti Chakra awardees are Major Digvijay Singh Rawat of the 21st Battalion, the Parachute Regiment (Special Forces), Major
Deependra Vikram Basnet from the Sikh Regiment's Fourth Battalion and Havildar Pawan Kumar Yadav from the 21st Battalion of
the Mahar Regiment.

Those conferred the award posthumously are Captain Anshuman Singh from the 26th battalion of the Punjab Regiment (Army
Medical Corps), Havildar Abdul Majid of the Parachute Regiment's ninth battalion (special forces) and Sepoy Pawan Kumar from the
55th battalion of the Rashtriya Rifles.

The President also approved 311 defence decorations to Armed Forces and other personnel. These include 31 Param Vishisht Seva
Medals; four Uttam Yudh Seva Medals; two Bar to Ati Vishisht Seva Medals; 59 Ati Vishisht Seva Medals; 10 Yudh Seva Medals; 8 Bar
to Sena Medals (Devotion to Duty); 38 Sena Medals (Devotion to Duty); 10 Nao Sena Medals (Devotion to Duty); 14 Vayu Sena
Medals (Devotion to Duty); 5 Bar to Vishisht Seva Medal and 130 Vishisht Seva Medals.
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323. Which airport has been selected for the prestigious Excellence Award by Quality Circle Forum of India (QCFI) in the
recent National Convention on Quality Concepts 2024 in Nagpur, Maharashtra?

BT 81 H AANTYR, HERTY # SIferd] HI-AYH 2024 W AP e H SIferd] A BIRHA 316 $73AT (QCFI) §RT Ufaf¥d Spwar
WEPR & e fore gars org &1 g1 T 32

(a) Indira Gandhi International Airport, Delhi / 'a"[%ﬂﬂi%ﬂ &Iﬂ?fgﬁéaﬁf 3g], feean

(b) Kempegowda International Airport, Bengaluru / Wﬁ@ﬂ &H?TQWBEIFQC 31gl, aTIﬂF

(c) Cochin International Airport, Kochi / CACIC| &Iﬂ?'f@'q_@lﬁ 3gl, Calice]

(d) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport, Ahmedabad / dXclR clc'cﬂ-fﬁ-l'l'sgc Ued GIFIT@'GBH’I% 3gl, 3feHaldlg

(e) Thiruvananthapuram International Airport/ ﬁ?ﬂw &I?Rf@?? LI S

Ans. e

Sol. Thiruvananthapuram airport bags excellence award

Thiruvananthapuram International Airport has been selected for the prestigious Excellence Award by Quality Circle Forum of India
(QCFI) in the recent National Convention on Quality Concepts 2024 in Nagpur, Maharashtra.

The TIA was selected for the recognition based on its continuous improvement initiatives undertaken for airport operations.

QCFl is recognised as the institution representing The Quality Circle Movement in India and has represented the country in several
international forums.

The award jury praised Thiruvananthapuram Airport's initiatives in establishing an effective mechanism to maintain the Obstacle
Limitation Surfaces (OLS) free from obstacles for safe aircraft operations and sustenance of the biodiversity through its sustainability

initiatives.
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324. Which IIT's scholar has achieved the “Best Product Design” award in the Water and Sanitation category at the
prestigious Vishwakarma Awards 2023?

e angemsgdl & fagM 7 ufafya faysul PR 2023 # 5 3k s dr 4uft # "gd 9y Iare feumsa RwR g1« far 32
(a) IIT Guwahati/ 3TS3Mac! TETETE!

(b) IIT Delhi / 3TE3MgeT faett

() IIT Madras / 3MS3MTS el AGTY

(d) 11T Indore / 3MS3ATES AR

(e) IIT Roorkee / 3MTs 35l TSP

Ans. a

Sol. IIT Guwahati scholar wins 'Best Product Design' at Vishwakarma Awards

Satyam, a PhD Scholar in the department of biosciences and bioengineering at the Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati (IIT-
Guwahati), has achieved the “Best Product Design” award in the Water and Sanitation category at the prestigious Vishwakarma
Awards 2023.

The competition, organized by the IIT-Delhi in collaboration with Maker Bhavan Foundation and the WIN Foundation, aimed to
recognize and support innovative minds in technology from science and engineering colleges across India.

The theme for 2023 focused on water and sanitation, clean technology and smart mobility.

Satyam’s winning device, R-SAM-PRO, is an loT-enabled water quality monitoring system that outshines existing devices in terms of
cost-effectiveness and integration with the Internet of Things (loT).

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

< :
Download Current Affairs APP ﬁamblblous babal e Online test Series
o

325. Who has been awarded the Vayu Sena Medal for Gallantry on the 75th Republic Day?
754 Turad fegw W dRar & fore arg 91 uew A ford Iwrf=a forar man 32
(@) Avani Chaturvedi /Gﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ
(b) Bhawana Kanth / HTdq1 % &
(c) Nikita Malhotra / ffddT Aegian
(d) Shivangi Singh / fRiaivit R&ig
(e) Shaliza Dhami / USR]
Ans. c
Sol. Squadron Leader Nikita Malhotra conferred with Vayu Sena Medal
Nikita Malhotra, a Squadron Leader of the Indian Air Force (IAF), was awarded the Vayu Sena Medal for Gallantry on the 75th
Republic Day.
She was also part of the Tangail formation of fighters during the flypast over the Kartavya Path on Republic Day Parade.
She was piloting a Dornier aircraft of the formation which included one Dakota aircraft and two Dorniers.
Based on the twin themes of 'Viksit Bharat' and 'Bharat-Loktantra ki Matruka', this year's parade witnessed the participation of
around 13,000 special guests.
Recent Awards

e Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar 2024 - 60 Parachute Field Hospital, UP

e UP Gaurav Samman - Dr. Ritu Karidhal Srivastava & Naveen Tiwari

o Lifetime achievement award by BCCI - Ravi Shastri

Polly Umrigar Award for Best Men's Cricketer of the Year for 2023 by BCCI - Shubman Gill
4th Wings India Awards in the Civil Aviation Sector - Bangalore & Delhi Airports
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326. Which country will host the World Test Championship (WTC) 2027 Final?
DI 1 <37 fay & AR EsgdRl) 2027 wsaa I Aear HEm
(a) England /3”%‘5’

(b) New Zealand /?Fﬂa_s'
(c) Australia / &r“réﬁm

(d) South Africa / GI&[UT 3{TbTepT
(e) India / HIRd
Ans. a
Sol. England to host 2027 World Test Championship Final
England will host the 2027 World Test Championship (WTC) final in June, marking the fourth consecutive time.
The ICC issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) for a Social Responsibility Provider for the period 2024-2027.
So far, India have been played in both WTC Finals that took place in 2021 and 2023. While India lost to New Zealand in the inaugural final, the
Rohit Sharma-led side lost to Australia in the summit clash last year in June.
Currently, in WTC 2023-25 table, Australia hold the top spot, followed by India.
ICC also announces the introduction of the Women's T20 Champions Trophy. The inaugural edition is slated to take place in Sri Lanka in
February 2027.
About International Cricket Council (ICC)
e The International Cricket Council is the global governing body of cricket.
e It was founded as the Imperial Cricket Conference in 1909 by representatives from Australia, England and South Africa.
e It was renamed as the International Cricket Conference in 1965, and took up its current name in 1987.
Formation - 15 June 1909
Headquarters - Dubai, UAE
Chairman - Greg Barclay (New Zealand)
Deputy Chairman - Imran Khwaja (Singapore)
CEO - Geoff Allardice (Australia)
General Manager — Wasim Khan
Membership - 108 members
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327. The Indian pair of has won India’s first gold medal at the ISSF Shooting World Cup 2024 in Cairo.
P URAHT SIS A BIRT | ISSF feTT Ay U 2024 H URT &1 ugan Wl U sitar g

(@) Manu Bhaker and Rhythm Sangwan / Hq HI®bX 3R e TiTam /

(b) Saurabh Chaudhary and Ujjwal Malik / RH T1eRt 3R I=Tad Afeid

() Ujjwal Malik and Manu Bhaker / 3%ad Afeid 3R 7] U

(d) Rhythm Sangwan and Manu Bhaker / ReH GRTaM 3R A HIHR

(e) Rhythm Sangwan and Ujjwal Malik / Rew TiTam 3R I=iad Al

Ans. e

Sol. Indian pair of Rhythm Sangwan and Ujjwal Malik claim 1st gold at ISSF Shooting World Cup

The Indian pair of Rhythm Sangwan and Ujjwal Malik won India's first gold medal at the ISSF Shooting World Cup 2024 in Cairo.
They defeated the Armenian pair of EImira Karapetyan and Benik Khighatyan 17-7 in the 10m air pistol mixed team event.
Earlier, Arjun Babuta and Sonam Uttam Maskar won silver in the 10-meter air rifle mixed team event. They lost 16-14 to Great

Britain's Seonaid McIntosh and Dean Bale in the final.
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328. Consider the following statements concerning the Australian Open 2024:

(i) Rohan Bopanna wins men’s doubles final teaming up with his partner Matthew Ebden.
(iif) Zheng Qinwen won the women's single title.

(iii) Jannik Sinner won the men’s singles title.

(iv) Matthew Ebden is from Belarus.

How many of the statements given above are INCORRECT?

(a) Only one
(b) Only two
(c) Only three
(d) All are correct

(e) All are incorrect

Ans. b

Statements

(i) Rohan Bopanna wins men’s doubles final teaming up with his partner Matthew Ebden. (Correct)

(i) Zheng Qinwen won the women's single title. (Incorrect)

(iii) Jannik Sinner won the men’s singles title. (Correct)

(iv) Matthew Ebden is from Belarus. (Incorrect)

Sol. Australian Open 2024: Rohan Bopanna wins men'’s doubles final

Indian tennis player Rohan Bopanna created history as he became the oldest grand slam winner after teaming up with his
Australian partner Matthew Ebden to defeat the Italian pair of Simone Bolelli and Andrea Vavassori in the finals of the
Australian Open 2024.

This is Rohan Bopanna's second grand slam title after the 2017 French Open win with his Canadian partner Gabriela
Dabrowski in mixed doubles.
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With a grand slam title at the age of 43, Rohan Bopanna surpassed the record of Australian tennis champion Ken
Rosewall, who won a grand slam at 37.
Australian Open title 2024
Men's Singles
e Winner — Jannik Sinner (ltaly)
e Runner Up - Daniil Medvedev (Russia)
Women's Singles
e Winner - Aryna Sabalenka (Belarus)
e Runner Up - Zheng Qinwen (China)
Men’s Doubles
e Winner - Rohan Bopanna (India) & Matthew Ebden (Australia)
e Runner Up - Simone Bolelli dtaly) and Andrea Vavassori (Italy)
Women'’s Doubles
e Winner - Hsieh Su-Wei (Taiwan) & Elise Mertens (Belgium)
e Runner Up - Jelena Ostapenko (Latvia) and Lyudmyla Kichenok (Ukraine)
Mixed Doubles title
e Winner - Hsieh Su-wei (Taiwan) & Jan Zielinski (Poland)
e Runner Up - Desirae Krawczyk (USA) & Neal Skupski (Britain)
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329. Which of the following countries has won the inaugural edition of the FIH Hockey 5s Women’s World Cup?
fafafaa & 3 f5a =17 FIH g1t 55 afgar Ay $u &1 Igure Jwwwur Siar g2
(a) Netherland /:ﬂaﬁ‘s’
(b) India / HRd
(c) Brazil / SITSitel
(d) Finland / ftoTdis.
(e) Scotland /
Ans. a
Sol. Netherlands won FIH Hockey5s Women's World Cup
India finished as runner-up at the inaugural edition of the FIH Hockey 5s Women's World Cup after a 7-2 loss to the Netherlands in
the final in Muscat.
India tried to make a comeback and scored twice — Jyoti Chhatri (20th minute) and Rutaja Dadaso Pisal (23rd minute) — but could
not catch the Dutch team which added one more goal courtesy of Kalse before the full-time hooter.
Tournament Awards and Accolades
e Gold Medalists- Netherlands
e Silver Medalists- India
e Bronze Medalists- Poland
Best Player- Noor De Baat (Netherlands)
Best Goalkeeper- Marta Kucharska (Poland)
Best Junior Player- Deepika Soreng (India)
Top Scorer- Teresa Viana (Uruguay) with 19 goals
Women's Challenger Trophy Winner- United States
Women'’s Challenger Trophy Runner-Up- Namibia
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330. Tanmay Agarwal scored the fastest first-class triple century, taking just 147 deliveries against Arunachal Pradesh in the
Ranji Trophy 2023-2024 held at the NexGen Cricket Ground in Hyderabad. He is playing for which team?

T 3UATA A FRTAIG & GOl fohdbe UTSS H STAIOT 0TS BT 2023-2024 H UM WS & Ay Rk 147 g o
I A% UyH it fag?n wrde s9man| 98 5 9 & i Ta 3@ &2

(a) Baroda / ¥S1aT /

(b) Tamil Nadu /ﬂﬁlﬂqﬁj

(c) Hyderabad / I

(d) Delhi / faesit

(€) Mumbai / 458

Ans. c

Sol. Tanmay Agarwal’s Record-Breaking Triple Century Sets the Ranji Trophy

Hyderabad batter Tanmay Agarwal bashed an unbeaten 323 off just 147 balls against Arunachal Pradesh during their Plate Group
game in the Ranji Trophy 2023-24 at the NexGen Cricket Ground in Hyderabad.

His innings included 33 fours and 21 sixes, showcasing his aggressive batting style. As a result, the hosts smashed 529 in just 48
overs, at a run rate of 11.02.

147 Balls needed for Tanmay to complete his triple century. It is the fastest-recorded triple ton in the history of first-class cricket by
balls taken, breaking the record held by South Africa’s Marco Marais off 191 balls for Border against Eastern Province in 2017.

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

x* -
Download Current Affairs APP @amb'b'ws babalik Online test Series
k-

331. India's Newspaper Day is celebrated every year on which day?

HRA $T GHER U7 f3as yde 94 fbw fa=1 w=man siran &2

(a) 27 January / 27 SFARL

(b) 28 January / 28 STHast

(©) 29 January / 29 SFaR!

(d) 30 January / 30 SFaRY

(e) 31 January / 31 STHas!

Ans. b

Sol. 28 January - Indian Newspaper Day

India's Newspaper Day is celebrated every year on 28 January to commemorate the launch of the country's first newspaper in 1780.
The occasion is observed to commemorate the day on which Irishman James Augustus Hicky launched the first printed newspaper
in India.

It was known as the Original Calcutta General Advertiser or Hicky's Bengal Gazette. India has set aside a day to mark the launch of
this English-language weekly.

It marks the inception of newspapers in India, a historic moment when James Augustus Hicky introduced the first printed
newspaper, Hicky's Bengal Gazette, in 1780.

This article delves into the significance of this day, the historical backdrop of Hicky's Bengal Gazette, and the evolving role of
newspapers in today's digital age.
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332. Which state has organized the fourth edition of the annual Orange Festival 2024?

T =g A aiffer Vs Biead 2024 & N FIHIT BT ST fHaT 22
(@) Tripura/ﬁERT

(b) West Bengal / Gf3H §TTd
(c) Nagaland /#mﬁ‘:::

(d) Bihar / fa8R

(e) Chhattisgarh / Eﬁﬁﬂ"’l’d

Ans. c
Sol. 4th Orange Festival 2024 In Nagaland
The fourth edition of the annual Orange Festival began at Local ground in Rusoma village Kohima, Nagaland.
Theme 2024 - "Organic Orange”
The two-day festival was inaugurated by Minister for Women Resources & Horticulture Salhoutuonuo Kruse.
With approximately 3400 attendees, this year's event showcased the best of organic produce, community spirit, and rural
entrepreneurship.
About Nagaland
e Formation - 1 December 1963
Capital- Kohima
Chief Minister- Neiphiu Rio
Governor- La. Ganesan
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333. Who has inaugurated the 173 km long double line electrified section between New Khurja - New Rewari on the
Dedicated Freight Corridor?

$fEFes e PSR W g et - YY1 & ot 173 forht et saa @z fagydied ©s &1 Igured fram fear 32

(a) Narendra Modi /-_-ﬁ_sg'rhﬁ:[

(b) Ashwini Vaishnaw / &I'f%’:ﬂ%wﬁ

(c) Amit Shah / 3{f8d M8

(d) Piyush Goyal / TS TIael

(e) Anurag Thakur / SIRTT STHI

Ans. a

Sol. PM Modi Unveils Infrastructure Boost in Bulandshahr, UP

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated and laid the foundation stone for development projects worth over Rs 19,100 crore
in Bulandshahr in Uttar Pradesh.

The projects are related to several sectors like rail, road, oil and gas and urban development and housing.

The PM also dedicated a 173 km long double line electrified section between New Khurja - New Rewari on the Dedicated Freight
Corridor. He dedicated the fourth line connecting the Mathura-Palwal section and the Chipiyana Buzurg-Dadri section.

PM also inaugurated Indian Oil's Tundla-Gawaria Pipeline and dedicated 'Integrated Industrial Township at Greater Noida' (IITGN).
He inaugurated the renovated Mathura sewerage scheme.
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334. The Election Commission of India (ECI) has collaborated with filmmaker Rajkumar Hirani for a short film to spread awareness
about voting. What is the title of this short film?
YR AT TN (FHI3ATS) A A & IR W ARGl baq & e Te @y fieed & fore five fFmfar vorgpar fevmit & g agam
a1 31 59 @Y fiee &1 <fide w1 @2
(a) My Vote My Country
(b) My Vote for my country
(c) Value of one vote
(d) My Vote Future for India
(e) My Vote My Duty
Ans. e
Sol. Election Commission collaborates with Rajkumar Hirani for a short film
The Election Commission of India (ECI) has collaborated with filmmaker Rajkumar Hirani for a short film to spread awareness about voting.
Titled 'My Vote My Duty’, the short is compiled from video messages by cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar as well as actors Rajkummar Rao, Amitabh
Bachchan, R Madhavan, Raveena Tandon, Vicky Kaushal, Boman Irani, Arshad Warsi, Bhumi Pednekar and Mona Singh.
A short film 'My Vote My Duty' produced by #ECI in association with @RajkumarHirani featuring several renowned celebrities on the theme
'Value of one vote' was released on #NVD2024.
The film aims to address attitudinal barriers such as indifference and apathy and inspire citizens to recognise the significance of their votes.
About Election Commissioner of India (ECI)

It is a constitutional body to conduct and regulate elections in the country.

It consists of a chief election commissioner (CEC) and two election commissioners (usually retired IAS or IRS officers)

Founded - 25 January 1950

25 January - Voter's Day

HQ - New Delhi

1st Chief - Sukumar Sen

1st Women Chief - V.S. Ramadevi

25th Chief - Rajiv Kumar

Commissioner - Anup Chandra Pandey & Arun Goel

Tenure - 6/65yrs

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

x* -
Download Current Affairs APP @amb'b'ws babalik Online test Series
k-

335. The 23rd World Sustainable Development Summit will be held in which city from Feb 7-9?
2397 {3y Jad [Ap™ RRER IWa 7-9 BRa3) 9@ &9 wew # smaifera fosar smem?

(a) Bengaluru /éﬂﬁﬁ

(b) New Delhi / =T facett

(c) Hyderabad / %ETIEI'I?{

(d) Ahmedabad / 3fgHcldl

(€) Mumbai / &%

Ans. b

Sol. World Sustainable Development Summit to be held in New Delhi

The 23rd World Sustainable Development Summit will be held in New Delhi from Feb 7-9.
The summit is Organized by The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI), this independent international summit aims to address
global challenges such as conflict, planetary crises, and setbacks in Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

Under the theme 'Leadership for Sustainable Development and Climate Justice', the summit will emphasise the crucial role of
visionary leadership in steering the world toward sustainability.
Expected to be inaugurated by the Vice President of India, the summit will host prominent speakers, including ministers from Fiji,
Kiribati, and Spain, as well as representatives from the World Bank and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
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336. Which company has established a benchmark in Green Hydrogen production, by successfully implementing India's one
of the first pilot project aligned with the "National Green Hydrogen Mission"?

fa S A 1Pt gRa sTsgie R & 1y W@ YR & Ugd Uriee Uivae # 9 U S Ahadgdd Srlf-dd $Id
WA eESie IdeA H UTe SawTeh RiTfud fhar 32

(a) ReNew Power / R=g TTaR

(b) Adani Enterprises / &@:ﬁmﬁ

(c) THDC India Limited / CTU=SI¥it gfear farffics

(d) NTPC Limited / TSI feifiics

(e) Torrent Power / TRe IR

Ans. c

Sol. THDC dedicates India's largest Green Hydrogen pilot project

THDC India Limited, a leading Power Sector PSU, has established a benchmark in Green Hydrogen production, by successfully
implementing India's one of the first pilot project aligned with the "National Green Hydrogen Mission".

The Project will be India's largest electrolyser end fuel cell-based pilot project.

THDC India Limited is under the ownership of National Thermal Power Corporation Limited, Ministry of Power, Government of India.
It was incorporated in July 1988 to develop, operate and maintain the Tehri Hydro Power Complex and other Hydro Projects. THDC
India Limited is a Mini Ratna Category-| Enterprise.
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337. Chief Minister of Odisha Naveen Patnaik has inaugurated which edition of the 4th National Chilika Birds Festival?
NS & gEril T yeAras A 9rd P faeet el Aeicaa & foa depeur o1 Igured fFar 32
(@) 1st
(b) 2nd
(c) 3rd
(d) 4th
(e) 5th
Ans.d
Sol. Odisha CM inaugurates 4th National Chilika Birds Festival
Chief Minister of Odisha Naveen Patnaik has inaugurated the 3-day 4th National Chilika Birds Festival.
The festival, jointly organised by the Department of Tourism, the Department of Forest, Environment and Climate Change and the
Chilika Development Authority, kicked off with a captivating photo exhibition.
The exhibition showcased the pictures of renowned photographers including Shakti Nanda, Umakanta Biswal, Dhritiman Mukherjee
and others.
The festival witnessed the participation of 52 selected birders from across the country.
About Odisha
e Capital - Bhubaneswar
e Chief Minister — Naveen Patnaik
e Governor - Raghubar Das
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338. Who has become the first woman to hold the rank of Subedar in the Indian Army?
YR AT & AR $T UG U arel Ugelt Afgen &1 9+ 715 82
(a) Anshika Singh / 3ifRrepT Rig
(b) Sadhna Saxena Nair / dTYT T AR
(c) Vasudha Gupta / 98T T
(d) Ipsita Dasgupta / SR ST
(e) Preeti Rajak / fd o
Ans. e
Sol. Preeti Rajak Becomes Indian Army's 1st Woman Subedar
Havildar Preeti Rajak, who is a champion trap shooter, has become the first woman to hold the rank of Subedar in the Indian Army.
Subedar Preeti Rajak joined the Army in the Corps of Military Police in December 2022.
Preeti Rajak has been awarded a promotion based on her spectacular performance in sports.
During the 19th Asian Games, held at Hangzhou in China, Preeti Rajak won a silver medal in the trap women team event.
Subedar Preeti Rajak is currently ranked sixth in India (trap women event) and is training at the Army Marksmanship Unit (AMU) in
preparation for the Paris Olympic Games 2024.
Padma Shri and Arjuna awardee Subedar Major and Honorary Lieutenant Jitu Rai was also promoted to the rank of Subedar Major
and Honorary Captain for his meritorious service.
Recent Appointment
e CMD for Colliers Project Leaders Middle East - Sankey Prasad
e CEO of Jindal Stainless Ltd - Tarun Khulbe
e CEO of PepsiCo India - Jagrut Kotecha (replace Ahmed El Sheikh)
As a member of the UPSC - Sheel Vardhan Singh
MD of Bangalore Metro - Maheshwar Rao
MD of Experian India - Manish Jain
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339. Who has been appointed as the new Chairman of Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)?
YR R¥aR framae wifteor (TRAN &1 a1 sreaet fordt farge favar man @2
(a) Ganesan Kannabiran / TR HATERA

(b) Anil Kumar Lahoti / 3fAd $HR d&ICH
(c) Pramod Sharma /El'liﬁ"c{‘\fﬂilf

(d) PK Yadav / Uleb Tred
(e) Anant Maheshwari / GFHII'I%%@
Ans. b
Sol. Anil Kumar Lahoti appoints as Chef of TRAI
Former Railway Board Chairman and CEO Anil Kumar Lahoti has been appointed as the Chairman of the Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI).
The post of TRAI chairman has been lying vacant for four months since PD Vaghela's retirement on September 30.
The 1984 batch Indian Railway Service of Engineers (IRSE) officer has been appointed as TRAI chief for a period of three years from
the date of assumption of charge of the post or until he attains the age of 65 years or until further orders, whichever is earlier.
During his more than 36 years of career in railways, Lahoti worked in various capacities over Central, Northern, North Central,
Western and West Central Railways and in Railway Board.
Recent Appointment
e Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution - Bharat Harbanslal Khera
¢ Additional Secretary as well as Mission Director for the Dept of Drinking Water and Sanitation's Jal Jeevan Mission -
Chandra Bhushan Kumar
Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation - Puja Singh Mandol
Additional Secretary of Home Ministry - Sanjeev Kumar Jindal
Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Women and Child Development - Tripti Gurha
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340. Tableau ‘India: Mother of Democracy’ has clinched the First Spot at the Republic Day Parade 2024. This tableau
belonged to which ministry/ organization?

P! "HRT: Abdd Bt 1" 3 0 g s 2024 A yger RIH g1fya fHar g1 9g sris! forg wamaa/dmed ot 4

(@) Ministry of Culture / \Li{qOI?I AT

(b) Ministry of Environment and Forests / ITaROT 3R I HATT

(c) Election Commission of India / HRd g-1d 3TINT

(d) Ministry of Education / fRrem wamera

(€) Ministry of Law and Justice / BT 3R =19 HATGY

Ans. a

Sol. 'India: Mother of Democracy' clinches First Spot at Republic Day Parade 2024

The Indira Gandhi National Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) announced that its tableau Bharat: Mother of Democracy' of the Ministry of
Culture has secured the first prize at the Republic Day Celebration Parade 2024 at Kartavya Path, marking a significant triumph in

the realm of cultural representation.

The tableau, a stunning blend of tradition and innovation, captivated audiences with its masterful use of the anamorphic technique
alongside a rich display of Bharat's cultural heritage, often hailed as the mother of democracy.

The anamorphic technique, skillfully employed in the presentation, added a contemporary touch, reflecting the dynamism of the
culture.

This modern twist seamlessly complemented the traditional elements, creating a tableau that stood out for its artistic finesse and

cultural resonance.
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341. Deep Grace Ekka has announced her international retirement recently. She was related to which sport?
<19 39 TapT A 319 81 H SrU-t SiaRRIgIy Yarfgia 1 givon 1 ¢ 1 98 fw wa @ Hafta ofi?
(a) Hockey / HEDl
(b) Tennis / o
(c) Badminton /é@ﬁiﬁ
(d) Football / ngc'aTa
(e) Cricket / fhde
Ans. a
Sol. Indian women's hockey player Deep Grace Ekka announces international retirement
Indian women's hockey team defender and penalty corner specialist Deep Grace Ekka has announced her international retirement.
The 29-year-old was instrumental in India qualifying for the 2016 Rio Olympics. She was a vital cog in the team's defence line at the
Tokyo Games where India finished fourth.
Ekka was also a member of the Indian team that won bronze in the 2022 Birmingham Commonwealth Games. She also represented
the Indian teams that won medals in 2014 and 2018 Asian Games.
She was also a member of the title-winning Indian teams in 2016 Women's Asian Champions Trophy and 2017 Asia Cup.
Ekka began her journey in international hockey as a 17-year-old in 2011 when she made her debut in the Four-Nation Tournament
in Argentina
Recently Retired Players

e Shaun Marsh (Australia) — Professional Cricket

e Heinrich Klaasen (South Africa) - Test cricket

e David Warner (Australia) - — International ODI & Test

Asad Shafiq (Pakistan)- All forms of cricket
Gurkeerat Singh Mann (India) — International Cricket
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342. In January 2024, the ICC Board lifted the suspension of which cricket board with immediate effect?

ARt 2024 H, ICC SIS A f5H fvde 91S &1 fAeae awra yua 4 ger faar 82
(@) Sri Lanka / SINEE
(b) Afghanistan / ST
(c) UAE / gUs
(d) Zimbabwe / fSrFaTsd
(e) Myanmar / TR
Ans. a
Sol. ICC lifts ban on Sri Lanka Cricket two months after suspension
The ICC Board has lifted the suspension of Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) with immediate effect.
SLC was suspended in November for being in serious breach of its obligations as an ICC member, in particular, the requirement to
manage its affairs autonomously and ensure that there is no government interference in the governance, regulation and/or
administration of cricket in Sri Lanka.
The Board have been monitoring the situation since the suspension and are now satisfied that SLC are no longer in breach of
membership obligations.
About Sri Lanka

o Legislative capital - Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte

e Executive and Judicial capital - Colombo

e Currency - Sri Lankan rupee

President - Ranil Wickremesinghe
Prime Minister - Dinesh Gunawardena
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343. World Leprosy Day is observed every year on which day in India?

YRd # fay o7 I e g= e fovs fe v man 82

(a) 28 January / 28 STHast

(b) 29 January / 29 STHast

(c) 30 January / 30 SFaR1

(d) 31 January / 31 SFaR]

(€) 27 January / 27 SFIaR]

Ans. c

Sol. 28 January 2024 - World Leprosy Day

World Leprosy Day is observed on the last Sunday of January, across the globe. Therefore, it was observed on 28 January, this year.
However, in India, this day is annually celebrated on 30 January.

World Leprosy Day helps to create awareness about the disease and eliminate the stigma and discrimination faced by those who
suffer from the disease.

Theme 2024 - Beat Leprosy

The first World Leprosy Day was established in 1954 by French Journalist Raoul Follereau. He chose the date as a tribute to
Mahatma Gandhi, who showed compassion and empathy towards people affected by leprosy.

The day aims to campaign for awareness about the disease and to highlight available treatment options.
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344. India commemorates Martyrs’ Day, also known as Shaheed Diwas, on January 30th each year. It is recognized to
commemorate the death anniversary of which freedom fighter?

HRd TP a9 30 a3} &) WEIG fead ATaT @ I8 69 Tdzar 991 #t qug fafy & Suasa & dr=adr ure 82

(a) Lal Bahadur Shastri /<ITdl §8TgR Rl

(b) Rajiv Gandhi / rsiid Tieft

(0) Indira Gandhi / SfeRT ieft

(d) Jawaharlal Nehru / STATgRdATd A8

(e) Mahatma Gandhi / 1:IB'I?EITTIT%])[

Ans. e

Sol. 30 January - Martyrs Day or Shaheed Diwas

India commemorates Martyrs' Day, also known as Shaheed Diwas, on January 30th each year.

The death anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi is 30 January. He was shot and killed by Nathuram Godse, a Hindu nationalist, on 30
January 1948, while he was on his way to address an evening prayer meeting at Birla Bhavan, Delhi.

Mahatma Gandhi is known as the 'Father of the Nation'. He led the freedom movement in India and emphasised the use of non-
violent and peaceful methods to fight the British rule.

The International Day of Non-Violence is also celebrated on Mahatma Gandhi's birth anniversary on 2 October. This day is
dedicated to promoting non-violent ways of conflict resolution and peace.
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345. Rana Talwar passed away recently at the age of 76. Who was he?

3TN TdR &1 8T o1 A 76 a9 B 3Mg # e 81 4711 98 $iF &2

(a) Writer / &g

(b) Banker / §&x

(c) Actor / IRER])

(d) Social Worker / |THTNI® HIAdHdl

(e) Film Director /fbrmﬁ%saa?

Ans. b

Sol. Rana Talwar passed away

Veteran banker Rana Talwar, who was the first Indian to head'a global bank -- Standard Chartered,
died at the age of 76 years.

Talwar was a board member at DLF, having joined the realty major in 2006.

He began his career with Citibank India in 1969, swiftly ascending through the ranks to lead its
retail businesses in Asia-Pacific, Middle East, Europe, and North - America.

Then, in the summer of 1997, the St Stephens alumnus joined Standard Chartered, assuming the
position of CEO after some months, becoming the first Asian to head an international bank.
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346. Dr. Nitya Anand passed away recently at the age of 99. He was discovered .
S1. fAreT 3rie &1 81a 81 # 99 a¥ &1 3y # e g a1 39! |ie CARIER) |

(a) India’s first antiretroviral cabotegravi injection

(b) India’s first oral contraceptive pill ‘Saheli’

(c) India’s first polio vaccine

(d) India’s first paracetamol tablet

(e) India’s first histopathological tests

Ans. b

Sol. Dr Nitya Anand dies at 99

Dr Nitya Anand, who discovered India’s first oral contraceptive pill ‘Saheli’, passed away at the age of 99.
Anand was also the former director of the Central Drug Research Institute (CDRI) from 1974 to 1984. He has been
with CDRI since its inception in 1951. He published over 400 research papers and over 130 patents and
supervised 100 PhD students.

He was the brain behind the discovery of Centchroman’, popularly known as ‘Saheli. It was the world's first and
only non-steroidal, non-hormonal, once-a-week oral contraceptive pill. It was launched by then Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi in 1986.

In 2016, Saheli was incorporated in the National Family Programme of India. Even today, it is the only non-
steroidal non-hormonal contraceptive in the world, the publication reported.
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347. Which company has signed a deal with UAE’s ADNOC Gas to buy 0.5 million tonnes of liquefied natural gas (LNG)
annually for 10 years?

g Su=T 3 10 9uf & o T 0.5 AR e aReliepa wrefae A9 (TaTs) Wilen & T yed oRq siRa &
TSITT3Re A & ATy U AHEd IR gxaneR e &2

(a) Hindustan Petroleum / %‘gﬁﬂﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂﬂ

(b) Gas Authority of India Limited / g 3UTRREY 3o Sfgar fafies

(c) Oil and Natural Gas Corporation / ad @?Wﬁﬂﬁw

(d) Reliance Petroleum /ma—cﬁﬁﬂﬁ

(e) Bharat Petroleum / Wa@ﬁﬂﬂ

Ans. b

Sol. GAIL signs long-term LNG deal with UAE's ADNOC Gas

GAIL (Gas Authority of India Limited) has signed a deal with UAE's ADNOC Gas to buy 0.5 million tonnes of liquefied natural gas
(LNG) annually for 10 years.

This is the second long-term LNG purchase deal GAIL has signed this month. The deliveries under the ADNOC deal will start in 2026.
This "will contribute to bridging the gap in India’s demand and supply of natural gas and will open more avenues of strategic
partnership between GAIL and ADNOC in other areas of energy domain,

Earlier this month, GAIL had signed a deal with global commodity trader Vitol underwhich the Indian gas marketer would buy one
million tonne of LNG every year for ten years starting in 2026.

Chairman and Managing Director of GAIL - Sandeep Kumar Gupta
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348. The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) extended the ban against the Students Islamic Movement of India (SIMI)
for how many years?

FEIY g WA (TATEIT) A TS ST Yaue i gfear (Refh) & e ufady Y fea auf & e ger fear @2

(@) 1 years

(b) 2 years

(c) 3 years

(d) 4 years

(e) 5 years

Ans. e

Sol. MoHA extends ban imposed on Students Islamic Movement of India for 5 years

The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) extended the ban against the Students Islamic Movement of India (SIMI) for another five
years.

The organisation was declared an “unlawful association,” under the anti-terror law Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) for the
first time in 2001.

SIMI has been found involved in fomenting terrorism, disturbing peace and communal harmony to threaten the sovereignty,
security and integrity of Bharat.
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349. India’s employable youth is up from 33.9% in 2014 to 51.3% in 2024. This data has been released by which
department?

YR H AR TG Fari BT T=T 2014 T 33.9% | TgPH< 2024 H 51.3% Bl T3 o | T SeT fhd fAuTT gr1 9} fo5am man 32
(a) Department of Finance / fo faumt

(b) Department of Trade and Industry / dTUR 3R T fqumT

(c) Department of Budget and Management / §uic 3R Tee faumT

(d) Department of Labor and Employment / 4H 3R AR faymT

(e) Department of Economic Affairs / 3 ATl B favmT

Ans. e

Sol. India’'s employable youth up from 33.9% in 2014 to 51.3% in 2024: DEA

The Department of Economic Affairs, in its January 2024 review of the economy, said there is ample scope to mainstream skilling
into education curriculum and upskilling a large chunk of the existing workforce into future-relevant skills on the back of a
transformative journey in skill development in India in the last decade.

According to the report, the push to mass skilling since 2014 has begun to pay dividends. "The employable percentage of final-year
and pre-final-year students increased from 33.9% in 2014 to 51.3% in 2024," it said citing the findings of the online Wheebox
National Employability Test.

Further, the across-the-board progress in skilling has manifested in India’s rising position in WorldSkills Competitions, from 39 in
2011 to 11 in 2022.

Combined with the rising enrolment in higher education (from 3.2 crore in 2013-14 to 4.1 crore in 2020-21), rising employability
implies that India’s young workforce is both expanding and becoming increasingly employable.

According to the report, India has 50.2% of men and 41% of women with ten or more years of schooling in the 15-49 age group.
There is an opportunity to make the education-skill continuum the greatest weapon in the Indian Miracle by reaching out to each of
these youth who only need to attend finishing schools for employability.
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350. In January 2024, which ride-hailing company launched e-bike services in Delhi and Hyderabad?
ARt 2024 H, for Trgs-3fei wut A fewdt ik @evmare o §-a15® 94N IR ot &2

(a) Ola / 3fiall

(b) Uber / IR

(c) Rapido / RIEE|

(d) Bolt /dee

(e) DoorDash / SRS

Ans. a

Sol. Ola launches e-Bike taxi service in Delhi & Hyderabad

Ride-hailing platform Ola has launched e-bike services in Delhi and Hyderabad.

Ola e-bike fares start from 25 for 5 km, ¥50 for 10 km and %75 for 15 km.

The company will deploy 10,000 electric scooters in both cities in the coming months.

Ola launched its e-bike taxi service in Bangalore on a pilot basis in September 2023. Within 3 months, the company saw a 40%
market expansion, with over 1.75 million rides.

Ola has set up 200 charging stations in Bangalore.
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351. International Monetary Fund (IMF) has increased its GDP growth estimate for India to what per cent from 6.3% in FY 24?
JRTPIT GaT DIV (IMETHATW) A faw adf 24 A WRA F g sro= St fawra 3rgAM 6.3% | T fova= ufawra o faan &2

(a) 6.5%

(b) 6.6%

(c) 6.7%

(d) 6.8%

(e) 6.9%

Ans. c

Sol. IMF upgrades India's GDP growth rate to 6.7 per cent for current financial yearinternational Monetary Fund (IMF) has increased its GDP

growth estimate for India to 6.7 per cent for the current financial year.lt is 40 basis points higher than its previous forecast of 6.3 per cent.In its
latest World Economic Outlook report, IMF also raised India's upward medium-term GDP growth to 6.5 per cent for 2025 and 2026.
Updated GDP List
e IMF-6.7% (FY24), 6.5% (FY25), 6.5% (FY26)
e World Bank - 6.3% (FY24), 6.4% (FY25), 6.5% (FY26)
e India Ratings — 6.7% (FY24)
e Goldman Sachs — 6.2% (FY24)
Fitch Rating — 6.9% (FY24), 6.5% (FY25)
ICRA —6.5% (FY24)
Kotak Mahindra Bank - 6.8% (FY24)
Citigroup — 6.7%
DBS - 6.8%
ADB -6.7% (FY24), 6.7% (FY25)
Morgan Stanley - 6.9%(FY24)
RBI -7% (FY24)
Nomura — 6.7% (FY24)
Cll - 6.8% (FY24), 7% (FY25)
UBS - 6.3 % (FY24)
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352. Over 22.5 lakh accounts have been opened under the Mahila Samman Saving Certificate Scheme (MSSCS) in the first
nine months of the fiscal with a deposit of over ¥14,500 crore. What is the interest rate of MSSCS?

fad 9 & ugd A 9 A Afeer T g9d YHIOTS TIWHT (THEIEHANTY) & d8d 22.5 91 I 3ifie T @d e §, S d
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(@) 5.5%

(b) 6.5%

(c) 7.5%

(d) 8.5%

(e) 9.5%

Ans. c

Sol. Mahila Samman Savings Certificate collected over 314,500 crore in'9 months

Over 22.5 lakh accounts have been opened under the Mahila Samman Saving Certificate Scheme (MSSCS) in the first nine months
of the fiscal with a deposit of over 14,500 crore.

The scheme was announced in the budget 2023. The scheme was notified on March 31 and made available through 1.6 lakh post
offices from April 1.

Data shows, Maharashtra circle leads in opening accounts under MSSCS with over 4.5 lakh accounts and deposits of over 2,800
crore followed by Tamil Nadu circle (around 3.5 lakh accounts, around 1,600 crore of deposits), Odisha circle (over 2.5 lakh
accounts, over 1,000 crore of deposits), Karnataka circle (around 1.7 lakh accounts, around 31,200 crore of deposits) and Andhra
Pradesh circle (over 1.3 crore accounts, over 600 crore of deposits).

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in her speech for the 2023-24 Union Budget announced: “For commemorating Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav, a one-time new small savings scheme, Mahila Samman Savings Certificate, will be made available for two years up to
March 2025. This will offer a deposit facility up to 2 lakh in the name of women or girls for a tenor of two years at a fixed interest
rate of 7.5 per cent with partial withdrawal option.

TDS (tax deducted at source) is not applied on interest earned on MSSCS, but interest income will be added to total income for tax
calculation.
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353. Which department has released the report titled "The Indian Economy: A Review" in January 2024?
a3t 2024 ® {5 fAumT A g 33T s T ey ofide @ Ruid 58 $t 82

(a) Department of Expenditure

(b) Department of Revenue

(c) Department of Investment and Public Asset Management

(d) Department of Financial Services

(e) Department of Economic Affairs
Ans. e

Sol. FY 2023-24 marks third successive year of over 7% growth of Indian economy: Economic Review

The Financial Year 2024 marks the third successive year of over 7 percent growth of the Indian economy even as the global economy struggles
to grow at more than 3 percent.

According to the Indian Economy Review released by the Department of Economic Affairs, India’s unwavering commitment to ensuring steady
economic growth is generating resources for investment needed for climate change adaptation, building resilience, and mitigating emissions.
Projecting the good health of India’s financial sector, the review said that the public sector capital investment has surged in the last 10 years. The
report further highlights that the structural reforms implemented since 2014 have strengthened the macroeconomic fundamentals of the
economy.

Marking a significant improvement in women-led development, the report noted that under PM Jan Dhan Yojana, the proportion of women
having a bank account has increased from 53 percent in 2015-16 to 78.6 percent in 2019-21.

Female Labour Force Participation rose from 23.3 percent in 2017-18 to 37 per cent in 2022-23.

Highlighting the enhancement in the education levels of women, the review said that the female gross enrolment ratio in senior secondary
education rose from 24.5 percent in 2005 to 58.2 percent in 2022.

Delineating the pivotal role of India’s robust Digital Public Infrastructure, the report noted that the transformation in the authentication
ecosystem has reduced the cost of conducting e-KYC from a thousand rupees to five rupees. It said that India is the third-largest fintech
economy in the world after the United States of America and the United Kingdom.

India became the world'’s fourth-largest stock market in the world by market capitalisation due to the significant interest from domestic and
global investors in the Indian stock market.
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354. Who has been appointed as the new Chief Secretary of the Union Territory of Puducherry?
Fg ARG U YA} & ¢ YT Ifva & wu # f5a g forar man 32
(a) Smita Sarangi /@IHTFI'R'T?[
(b) Arindam Bagchi /G{ﬁ_c{ﬂﬁmﬁﬁ
(c) Sharat Chauhan / "#?R_c[?ﬁ%’f:f
(d) Tanu Singh /aﬂﬁ_ﬁ'
(e) Vivek Murthy / ﬁ%r‘[ﬁ
Ans. c
Sol. Sharat Chauhan Appointed As Puducherry’s New Chief Secretary
Sharat Chauhan (Principal Commissioner, Finance, Planning and Investment Department, Arunachal Pradesh) is the new Chief
Secretary of the Union Territory of Puducherry.
The outgoing Chief Secretary, Rajeev Verma, has been posted as Adviser to the Administrator in Chandigarh.
Dr. Chauhan belongs to the 1994 AGMUT (Arunachal Pradesh-Goa-Mizoram and Union Territory) cadre.
Dr. Chauhan has also served as an Executive Officer to the Regional Director of the World Health Organization (WHO), South East
Asia Region.
Recent Appointment
e Chairman of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) - Anil Kumar Lahoti (replace PD Vaghela)
¢ Indian Army's 1st Woman Subedar - Preeti Rajak
e CMD for Colliers Project Leaders Middle East - Sankey Prasad
e CEO of Jindal Stainless Ltd - Tarun Khulbe
CEO of PepsiCo India - Jagrut Kotecha (replace Ahmed El Sheikh)
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355. Azali Assoumani has been re-elected as President of which country?

SISl SR Y f5d 21 & wyufa & w0 # fisy | g1 T &2
(a) Mangolia /mﬂm
(b) Ghana / 9Tl
(c) Sudan / gsTd
(d) Namibia / i
(e) Comoros / PR
Ans. e
Sol. AZALI Assoumani re-elected as President of the Comoros
The Comoros Supreme Court validated the contested re-election of President Azali Assoumani in the elections.
The court affirmed Azali's victory and secured 57.2% of the vote, a figure adjusted from the initially declared 62.97%.
He became head of state after staging a coup d'etat in 1999 and was elected president in 2002, 2016, 2019 and 2024.
Notably, Assoumani is also the Chairperson of the African Union. African Union is a union consisting of 55 member states in Africa. The move to
include the African Union in the G20 grouping was proposed by PM Modi last June.
About Comoros

e Capital- Moroni

e Currency- Comorian Franc

e Continent- Africa

e President- Azali Assoumani

e Official languages- Comorian, French, Arabic
Newly Appointed Prime Minister & President

e President of Guatemala - Bernardo Arevalo

e President of Taiwan - William Lai

e King of Denmark - King Frederik X (replace Queen Margrethe II)

Prime Minister of France - Gabriel Attal (replace Elisabeth Borne; youngest PM at 34)
Prime Minister of Bangladesh — Sheikh Hasina (5™ term)
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356. Which company has been certified as a Top Employer in India by the Top Employers Institute?

i fraeT SR gRT 6| St @1 WRa A < fFriiear & v § g fosar man g2
(a) ReNew Power / ﬁ?{tl'l?ﬂ
(b) Adani Enterprises / &rgr:ﬁm@a
(c) REC Limited / 3(Rg &l faifiies
(d) NTPC Limited / TTEI ferfires
(e) Reliance Limited /ﬁﬂmm
Ans.d
Sol. NTPC Limited gets certified as a Top Employer 2024 in India
The 2024 Top Employers of the Top Employers Institute have been announced and NTPC Limited has been certified as a Top
Employer in India by the institute.
NTPC completed the following steps in order to qualify for the certification: HR Best Practice Survey, Validation and Audit.
NTPC's performance score was rated against an international standard and NTPC has achieved Top Employer status.
NTPC Limited, formerly known as National Thermal Power Corporation, is an Indian central Public Sector Undertaking under the
ownership of the Ministry of Power and the Government of India, which is engaged in the generation of electricity and other
activities.
The headquarters of the PSU are situated at New Delhi.
NTPC is India’s largest energy conglomerate with roots planted way back in 1975 to accelerate power development in India.
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357. Who has won the U.S.-based National Boxing Association's intercontinental super featherweight title after defeating
American Gerardo Esquivel at Toppenish City, Washington?

eraufarer R, arlRire # smfve! IRTst ufepda &1 gure< smfveT fRT AR iR THRITIE &1 Sexpite-cd JuR
Hevde faare e sitar 82

(a) Kavita Chahal /&fddl Iga

(b) Manish Kaushi / Y PIfb

(c) Amit Panghal / 3T daTd

(d) Mandeep Jangra / nﬂaﬁuw

(e) Vijender Singh / favicR Rig

Ans. d

Sol. Indian boxer Mandeep Jangra wins intercontinental title in U.S.

Indian boxer Mandeep Jangra has won the U.S.-based National Boxing Association's intercontinental super featherweight title after
defeating American Gerardo Esquivel at Toppenish City, Washington.

Undefeated in his professional career so far the 30-year-old, who trains under former Olympic silver-medallist Roy Jones Jr, dropped
down from his previous 75kg weight class to compete for this title.

Before the win against Esquivel, Jangra, who made his professional boxing debut in 2021, registered knockout wins in four out of his
six fights.

Jangra had a decent run in the amateur circuit as well and won a Commonwealth Games silver medal in the 2014 Glasgow edition.
The National Boxing Association (NBA) is a Florida-based sanctioning body for professional bouts.
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358. Two-time Asian Games medallist Naorem Roshibina Devi has been named International Wushu Federation's (IWUF)
Female Athlete of the Year. She is from which state?

3l IR $1 TRrTE el 3t ugw fasiar sy ARifear ¢t o1 siaxigha 931 werd (wuF) 3t adf 1 afger gycie i fear
T gl 98 fPa T A @2
(a) Tripura / FAGRT

(b) Mizoram /
(c) Assam / 3{gH

(d) Manipur /Ilﬁrl}[\’

(e) Meghalaya / TEag

Ans.d

Sol. Naorem Roshibina Crowned Female Wushu Athlete Of The Year

Two-time Asian Games medallist Naorem Roshibina Devi (Manipur) has been named International Wushu Federation's (IWUF)
female athlete of the year in the sanda category after a month-long public voting.

The 23-year-old Roshibina, who won a bronze and a silver in the 2018 and 2022 Asian Games respectively, polled 93545 votes to
beat Shahrbano Mansouriyan Semiromi (88179) of Iran and Wu Xiaowei (46753) of China.

After the IWUF Athletes Committee's preliminary evaluation, 45 candidates from 23 countries and regions entered in the public
voting in various categories.

The Manipuri also won a bronze medal in the 2016 World Junior Wushu Championships..She was conferred with the Arjuna Award
this year.

Roshibina had lost to Xiaowei in the women's 60kg Wushu sanda event final at the Hangzhou Asian Games last year.
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359. Who has clinched Gold in the 10m Air Rifle Event at the ISSF World Cup?

ISSF fay &u # 10 Hiex TR Igwa Wyt A wauf ygs foraa siar 82

(a) Abhinav Bindra / g feigT

(b) Gagan Narang / T AT

(c) Manu Bhaker / H] HIhX

(d) Divyansh Singh Panwar / Sg18 arfed

(e) Rudrankksh Patil /-GRY TeRt

Ans. d

Sol. Divyansh Singh Panwar Clinches ISSF World Cup Gold In 10m Air Rifle Event

21 years old, Divyansh Singh Panwar has securing his fourth World Cup gold in the 10m air rifle
event.

This latest triumph adds to his impressive collection, which includes victories in Munich, Beijing,
and Delhi since 2019.

The former world no. 1, Olympian Divyansh qualified in style by topping the field with 632.4. He
beat Danilo Sollazzo of Italy by 1.9 points for the gold.

The earlier world record of 253.3 for the men’s final was achieved by Sheng Llhao of China in the
Asian Games last year in Hangzhou. Sheng’s qualification world record stays at 637.9

Prepare for BANK, SSC, RAILWAY, JAIIB, CAIIB, PARA 13.2 and Other Government Examinations | test.ambitiousbaba.com



https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.ambitiousbaba.currentaffairs
file:///E:/Ambitiousbaba/App/July%202020/test.ambitiousbaba.com

¥ :
s o
Download Current Affairs APP \,@amb'b'ws babaf Q‘m Online test Series
a

360. International Zebra Day is observed annually on which day?

SiaRigta e faaw ufdand forw a1 wmma wrar 82

(a) 28 January / 28 SEEE]

(b) 29 January / 29 SFaR]

(c) 30 January / 30 SFaR]

(d) 31 January / 31 SIFaR]

(€) 27 January / 27 SHaR]

Ans. d

Sol. 31 January - International Zebra Day

International Zebra Day is observed annually on January 31.

Objective - To raise awareness about the conservation of zebras.

These unique animals, easily recognizable by their black and white stripes, are an integral part of
Africa’s wildlife and ecosystem.

According to the African Wildlife Foundation, their population-has decreased by approximately
54% over the past three decades.
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361. Sukhbir Singh Gill passed away recently at the age of 48. He was related to which sport?

gEaR Rig ffra &1 g1a 81 o 48 ad 351 3y & e 3 ) 9% 5w 9@ a @ dafta &

(a) Hockey / s"ﬁ

(b) Tennis / ¢

(c) Badminton /é@ﬁiﬁ

(d) Football / Eb_c’a\fﬂ

(e) Cricket / fhde

Ans. a

Sol. First hockey Olympian of Chandigarh dies

Chandigarh’s first hockey Olympian, Sukhbir Singh Gill passed away at the age of 48.

Sukhbir Singh Gill, who represented the Indian men’s hockey team at the Sydney 2000 Olympics and the 2002 Hockey World Cup in
Kuala Lumpur.

He also helped the Indian team to a gold medal finish at the 2001 Men's Hockey Champions Challenge in Malaysia.
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