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1. Consider the following points about the National Mission on Natural Farming
(NMNF) that the Union Cabinet recently approved. How many of the given
point(s) is/are INCORRECT regarding this?

(i) National Mission on Natural Farming (NMNF) is a Centrally Sponsored
Scheme under the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare.

(i) NMNF aims to cover 7.5 lakh hectares of farmland in the next two years.
(iii) The scheme's total outlay was Rs.2481 crore (Government of India share—
Rs.1584 crore; State share—Rs.897 crore) until the 16th Finance Commission
(2030-31).

(iv) Around 18.75 lakh farmers will be trained to prepare natural farming inputs
like Jeevamrit and Beejamrit.

(v) Under NMNF, around 1000 NF Model Demonstration Farms shall be
established at Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs), Agricultural Universities (AUs).
(a) only one

(b) only two

(c) only three

(d) only four

(e) all are correct

Ans. b

Sol. Cabinet approved National Mission on Natural Farming

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the
launching of the National Mission on Natural Farming (NMNF) as a standalone
Centrally Sponsored Scheme under the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers'
Welfare.

The scheme has a total outlay of Rs.2481 crore (Government of India share -
Rs.1584 crore; State share — Rs.897 crore) till the 15th Finance Commission
(2025-26).

Objective - To promote natural farming in mission mode across the country as a
standalone Centrally Sponsored Scheme under the Ministry of Agriculture &
Farmers’ Welfare.

Rooted in the traditional knowledge inherited from their forefathers, farmers
will practise Natural Farming (NF) as a chemical free farming which involves
local livestock integrated natural farming methods, diversified crop systems,
etc. NF follows local agro-ecological principles rooted in local knowledge,
location specific technologies and is evolved as per the local agro-ecology.

In the next two years, NMNF will be implemented in 15,000 clusters in Gram
Panchayats, which are willing, & reach 1 crore farmers and initiate Natural
Farming (NF) in 7.5 lakh Ha area. Preference will be given to areas having
prevalence of practising NF farmers, SRLM / PACS / FPOs, etc. Further, need-
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based 10,000 Bio-input Resource Centres (BRCs) will be set-up to provide easy
availability and accessibility to ready-to-use NF inputs for farmers.

Under NMNF, around 2000 NF Model Demonstration Farms shall be established
at Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs), Agricultural Universities (AUs) and farmers’
fields, and shall be supported by experienced and trained Farmer Master
Trainers.

The willing farmers will be trained in Model Demonstration Farms on the NF
package of practices, preparation of NF inputs, etc. near their villages in KVKSs,
AUs and practising NF farmers’ fields. 18.75 lakh trained willing farmers will
prepare inputs like Jeevamrit, Beejamrit, etc. by using their livestock or procure
from BRCs.

30,000 Krishi Sakhis/ CRPs will be deployed for awareness generation,
mobilisation and handholding of willing farmers in the clusters.

Farmers will be provided with an easy simple certification system and dedicated
common branding to provide access to market their natural farming produce.
Real-time geo-tagged & referenced monitoring of NMNF implementation shall
be done through an online portal.

2. Consider the following statements about the recently. approved three muti-
tracking projects across Indian Railways. Pick out the CORRECT statement (s)
regarding this.

(i) The three multi-tracking projects across Indian Railways with a total cost of
Rs. 7,927 crore, aim to enhance connectivity, facilitate ease of travel, and reduce
congestion in the busiest sections of Indian Railways.

(ii) These projects span across seven districts in Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
and Uttar Pradesh.

(iii) These tracks are part of the Western Dedicated Freight Corridor (WDFC),
designed to integrate multi-modal connectivity and ensure the seamless
movement of people and goods.

(a) Only a

(b) Only b

(c) Only c

(d) Bothaand b

(e) Both b and ¢

Ans.d

Sol. Cabinet approves ¥7,927 crore multitracking projects to boost rail
connectivity

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, has approved three major multitracking projects for Indian
Railways at a cost of approximately ¥7,927 crore.
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The initiative aims to enhance rail connectivity, reduce congestion, and
contribute to economic growth.

The projects are:

i. Jalgaon - Manmad 4th line (160 km)

ii. Bhusawal - Khandwa 3rd & 4th line (131 km).

iii. Prayagraj (Iradatganj) — Manikpur 3rd Line (84 km)

These tracks are part of the PM-Gati Shakti National Master Plan, designed to
integrate multi-modal connectivity and ensure the seamless movement of
people and goods.

The projects span seven districts across Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, and
Uttar Pradesh, impacting around 1,319 villages and benefiting a population of
approximately 38 lakh. Notably, the improved connectivity will serve two
aspirational districts, Khandwa and Chitrakoot, and enhance the Mumbai-
Prayagraj-Varanasi route, a key rail corridor.

The enhanced rail infrastructure is expected to accommodate more passenger
trains, making it easier for pilgrims to access religious sites such as
Trimbakeshwar in Nashik, Omkareshwar in Khandwa, Kashi Vishwanath in
Varanasi, and other locations in Prayagraj, Chitrakoot, and Shirdi. Tourists will
also benefit from improved access to heritage sites like the Ajanta and Ellora
Caves and Khajuraho.

On the freight front, the projects are poised to add an estimated 51 million
tonnes of annual freight capacity, facilitating the transport of agricultural
produce, coal, steel, and cement. This is expected to lower logistics costs and
stimulate economic growth.

The environmentally friendly rail infrastructure will contribute to India’s climate
goals, reducing carbon dioxide emissions by 271 crore kilograms annually—
equivalent to planting 11 crore trees.

3. In November 2024, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA)
headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved an investment of ¥3,689
crore for the construction of two hydropower projects namely Heo
Hydroelectric Project (HEP) and Tato-l1 Hydroelectric Project (HEP) in Shi Yomi
district of Arunachal Pradesh. Both the projects will be implemented through a
joint venture between the Arunachal Pradesh government and which company?

TdER 2024 H, WU TR A B sremerar H snfe wrwe ot dfoqe wfifa
(CCEA) 7 3r3uITad W= & 1 gt forad  ghait grssisafaes Melee (HEP) 3R
TTe)-1 FTES IS AR ® WISae (HEP) ATHS &l Safdgqd URarsHTs & fmfur & fRrg
23,689 BIS F = &Y wepdt <1 S uRaSHISH F1 SFUTad USRI IRPR 3R
e Ut & di TP Sgad ITW & q1egd | franfaa fasar smoam?

(a) National Mineral Development Corporation
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(b) THDC India Limited

(c) North Eastern Electric Power Corporation Ltd

(d) NTPC Limited

(e) Torrent Power

Ans. c

Sol. Centre approves 3,689 crore investment for two hydroelectric projects in
Arunachal Pradesh

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired by PM Narendra
Modi, has approved an investment of ¥3,689 crore for the construction of two
hydroelectric projects in Arunachal Pradesh’s Shi Yomi district. Both projects are
expected to be completed within 50 months.

An outlay of ¥1,939 crore has been sanctioned for the Heo Hydroelectric Project
(HEP), while 1,750 crore has been approved for the Tato-1 Hydroelectric
Project (HEP), according to an official statement issued after the CCEA meeting.
The Heo Hydroelectric Project (HEP), with an installed capacity of 240 MW (3 x
80 MW), is expected to generate 1,000 Million Units (MU) of energy annually.
The power produced will enhance the electricity supply in Arunachal Pradesh
and contribute to balancing the national grid.

The Tato-1 Hydroelectric Project (HEP), with an installed capacity of 186 MW (3
x 62 MW), will generate 802 MU of energy annually, further strengthening the
state’s power infrastructure and the national grid.

Both projects will be implemented through a joint venture between the North
Eastern Electric Power Corporation Ltd. (NEEPCO) and the government of
Arunachal Pradesh.

The Government of India will extend budgetary support of ¥127.28 crore and
¥77.37 crore for the Heo and Tato-I projects, respectively, to facilitate the
construction of roads, bridges, and associated transmission lines under enabling
infrastructure. Additionally, Central Financial Assistance of ¥130.43 crore and
¥120.43 crore has been approved for the equity share of the state in the
respective projects.

The projects will offer Arunachal Pradesh 12% free power and an additional 1%
for the Local Area Development Fund (LADF). These measures aim to drive
significant socio-economic development and infrastructure improvements in
the region

4. How much amount has been approved by the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA) headed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi for the PAN
2.0 project of the Income Tax Department?
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YUTTHA g A Y sremeran arelt snfdfe Arve &1 »feae afifa @iide) A
ATAHR fAUTT B U 2.0 ufediorn & fore frasit ifd deR a5t 82
(a) ¥1,135 crore
(b) 1,235 crore
(c) *1,335 crore
(d) 1,435 crore
(e) ¥1,535 crore
Ans.d
Sol. Cabinet approves the PAN 2.0 Project
The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA), chaired by PM Narendra
Modi, has given its approval for the PAN 2.0 Project of the Income Tax
Department with a financial outlay of ¥1,435 crore.
Currently, about 78 crore PANs have been issued, of which 98% are to
individuals.
What is PAN 2.0?
¢ PAN 2.0 Project is an e-Governance project for re-engineering the
business processes of taxpayer registration services through technology-
driven transformation of PAN/TAN services for enhanced digital
experience of the taxpayers.
This will be an upgrade of the current PAN/TAN 1.0 eco-system
consolidating the core and non-core PAN/TAN activities as well as PAN
validation service.
Benefits
e Applications and updates will be processed more quickly, limiting
waiting time.
A unified database promotes consistency and prevents errors in taxpayer
information.
Current PAN holders are eligible to upgrade their cards for free of
charge.
Paperwork is eliminated via digital procedures, which encourage
sustainability.
e The platform protects critical taxpayer data using reliable technology
Do we need to apply for a new card?
¢ No, the existing PAN cards remain valid.
e Taxpayers do not need to apply for a new PAN number, according to
Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw.
As part of the project, new PAN cards with upgraded features, such as a
QR code for increased security, will be issued at no additional cost.
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5. Where were the eight Regional Rural Banks of Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha and
West Bengal meetings held in November 2024 to review their performance?

Tda% 2024 # fogR, RS, NS 3R ufdm e & ame &g unfior 9o #1
93% 3P UG B THian & g Har smaiford 3t 18
(a) Bihar
(b) Jharkhand
(c) Odisha
(d) West Bengal
(e) Uttar Pradesh
Ans. a
Sol. Nirmala Sitharaman Reviews Performance of 4 states RRB in Bihar
A meeting of the eight Regional Rural Banks (RRB) operating in four states of
the Eastern Region- Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha and West Bengal was held in
Patna, Bihar.
The Union Finance and Corporate Affairs Minister, Nirmala Sitharaman chaired
the meeting.
The Union Ministry of Finance periodically holds meetings with the heads of the
RRBs to review banks' performance.
In addition to the Union Finance Minister, the Deputy Chief Minister of Bihar,
Samrat Choudhary, and the Secretary of the Department of Financial Services,
M. Nagaraju, were present.
Representatives of the Reserve Bank of India, National Bank for Agricultural
and Rural Development (NABARD), and Small Industrial Development Bank of
India( SIDBI), the Chairperson of these eight RRBs, and the senior officers of
these four states attended the meeting.
About Regional Rural Bank
e On the recommendation of the Working Group on Rural Banks, headed
by M . Narasimham, Regional Rural Banks (RRB) were established in India
in 1975.
These niche banks were to provide banking facilities and cheap credit to
people in rural areas.
The Reserve Bank of India regulates the RRBs.
The first RRB, Prathama Bank, was established in Moradabad (U.P.) and
sponsored by Syndicate Bank.
The Regional Rural Banks are owned by the central government, the state
government and the sponsoring banks.
There are 43 Regional Rural Banks in the country, sponsored by 12
commercial banks operating in 26 states and 3 Union Territories.
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The Regional Rural Banks are sponsored by 11 Public sector banks and
one private sector bank, Jammu and Kashmir Bank.
Punjab and Sindh Bank is the only public sector bank that has never
sponsored any RRB.
¢ Only two states -Sikkim and Goa- have no Regional Rural Bank.
6. What was the growth rate of the Indian economy in the second quarter of
2024-25?
2024-25 FT g faargt ¥ U srdauawyr ot gfes o3 & A
(@) 5.4 %
(b) 7.6 %
(c) 8.1%
(d) 7.5 %
(e) 6.6 %
Ans. a
Sol. Economy growth rate dips to 5.4% during July-September Quarter 2024
The Indian real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth rate dipped to 5.4 % in
the July-September quarter of 2024 compared to the 2023 July-September
quarter growth rate of 8.1 %, according to National Statistics Office (NSO),
Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI).
The Indian economy'’s second-quarter growth rate was lower than the Reserve
Bank of India's forecast of 7 per cent.
The mining and quarrying sector was the only sector which recorded a negative
growth of 0.1 %.
India's real GDP growth rate was estimated at 6.0% in the first six months
(April-September) of 2024, compared to 8.2 % in the first six months of the
previous 2023-24 financial year.
released the latest data on 29 November 2024.
7. Which organization has approved a loan of $98 million to the Government of
India to increase horticulture crop productivity in the country?

e G161 A 3 A IREFT BId SWUTGHT 961 & fil YR IXPR Bl 98
fafera star &1 o Wied fear 82

(a) International Monetary Fund

(b) Asian Development Bank

(c) New Development Bank

(d) African Development Bank

(e) World Bank

Ans. b

Sol. India signs $98 million loan agreement with ADB to boost horticulture
productivity
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India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) have signed a $98 million loan
agreement to enhance horticulture crop productivity in the country.
The funding will support the establishment of disease-free planting material
systems, boosting crop yields, quality, and resilience to climate change.
The loan amount will be used to target crops like almonds, apples, avocados,
berries, citrus, grapes, guava, litchi, mango, pomegranate, and walnuts.
The government will establish dedicated clean plant centres to maintain
disease-free foundation materials that accredited nurseries will later propagate.
The government will provide licences to private and public nurseries to whom
the dedicated clean plant centres will supply the disease-free foundation
materials. These nurseries will further propagate these disease-free plants and
distribute them to the horticulture farmers.
Recent Loan approved by ADB
e India and ADB sign $98 million loan agreement to boost horticulture
productivity
Tata Power ties up with ADB for $4.25 bn to finance clean energy
projects
India and ADB signed a $200 million loan to help upgrade water supply,
sanitation, urban mobility, and other urban services in the state of
Uttarakhand.
India and ADB sign $434.25 million for solar facility in Assam
India and ADB sign $50 million to improve water resources management,
access to water, and community resilience to the effects of climate
change in Meghalaya.
India and ADB sign 530 crore to boost drinking water supply in 12 cities
of Tripura state
¢ India and ADB sign $500 million to improve healthcare in Maharashtra
8. Consider the following points about the 55th edition of the International
Film Festival of India (IFFI) that was recently concluded in Goa. How many of
the given point(s) is/are CORRECT regarding this?
(i) The Director of the 55th IFFI was noted filmmaker Varun Dhawan
(ii) The theme of the 55th IFFl was 'Young Filmmakers: The Future is Now.
(iii) Opening Film - Better Man of Czech Republic
(iv) First Best Debut Director of Indian Feature Film - 12" Fail
(v) Best Web Series (OTT) Award - Lampan
(a) only one
(b) only two
(c) only tree
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(d) all are correct
(e) all are incorrect
Ans. b
Sol. Lithuanian drama ‘Toxic’ wins Golden Peacock Award for Best Film at the
55th IFFI
The 55th edition of the International Film Festival of India (IFFI) was concluded
in Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Indoor Stadium in Panaji, Goa.
The 55th International Film Festival of India was organised by the National Film
Development Corporation (NFDC), Union Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, and Entertainment Society of Goa, Government of Goa.
This year, the festival received 1,676 submissions from 101 countries. The nine-
day festival presented over 180 international titles from 81 countries, which
include 16 premieres in World, three in International, 43 in Asian, and 109 in
Indian categories.
The Director of the 55th IFFI was noted filmmaker Shekhar Kapur.
The theme of the 55th IFFI was 'Young Filmmakers: The Future is Now.
Opening Film -
¢ Film Name - Better Man
e Country - Australia
e Directed by - Michael Gracey
Closing Film
¢ Film Name - Dry Season
e Country -- Czech Republic
e Directed by - Bohdan Slama .
Award Winners of the 55th IFF/
Satyajit Ray Lifetime Achievement Award
e Australian director Phillip Noyce for his contributions to the cinema.
Noyce is known for his suspenseful and culturally resonant films, such as
Patriot Games, Clear and Present Danger, and Salt.
Indian Film Personality of the Year
e Actor Vikrant Massey in recognition of Massey’s extraordinary
contributions to Indian cinema.
Golden Peacock for Best Feature Film
e Toxic (Lithuania)- directed by Saulé Bliuvaité. She was honoured with a
certificate and a cash prize of Rs 15 lakhs.
Silver Peacock for Best Feature Film
e The New Year That Never Came (Romania) -Directed by Bogdan
Muresanu. He was honoured with a certificate and a cash prize of Rs 10
lakhs.
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Silver Peacock Award for Best Actor (Male)

e Clément Faveau (France) for his performance in the French Film Holy

Cow. He was honoured with a certificate and a cash prize of Rs 10 lakhs.
Silver Peacock for Best Actor (Female)

e Two actresses, Vesta Matulyté and leva Rupeikaité (both of Lithuania),
received the award for the film Toxic. They received a certificate and a
cash prize of Rs 10 lakhs, which was split between them.

Special Jury Award

e Louise Courvoisier (France) for the film ‘Holy Cow.’ She was honoured

with a certificate and a cash prize of Rs 15 lakhs.
Best Debut Feature Film of a Director

e Sarah Friedland (United States)-Film, Familiar Touch. She was honoured

with a certificate and a cash prize of Rs 10 lakhs prize
First Best Debut Director of Indian Feature Film

e This award was introduced for the first time at the 55th IFFl. Navjyot

Bandiwadekar- Director of the Marathi Film Gharat Ganpati.
ICFT-UNESCO Gandhi Medal

e The award is given to a film which promotes peace, tolerance, and

dialogue. Crossing- Directed by Levan Akin of Sweden.
Best Web Series (OTT) Award
¢ ‘Lampan’ (on Sony Liv)-Directed by Nipun Dharmadhikari
9. India’s first Ashtalakshmi Festival will be organized in which city from 6 to 8
December?
HRA BT UGl TAEH! HEIad 6 ¥ 8 fedaR & frd 2ex # smaifora far sram?
(a) Guwahati
(b) Shillong
(c) New Delhi
(d) Indore
(e) Kolkata
Ans. c
Sol. Gol to host 1st Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav in New Delhi
As part of the central government’s vision to make the North Eastern region the
development engine of the country, the government of India has decided to
hold an Asthalakshmi Mahotsav in New Delhi from 6-8 December 2024.
This was announced by the Union Minister for Development of the North
Eastern Region, Jyotiraditya Scindia, in New Delhi.
The Mahotsav will focus on the eight North-Eastern States of India. The eight
state governments of North Eastern States will support and participate in the
inaugural Asthalakshmi Mahotsav.
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The Union Minister, Jyotiraditya Scindia, also released the mascot for the
upcoming Asthalakshmi Mahotsav- Purvi. The mascot is a girl, and she is
wearing attire that represents the elements of the eight states of the North
East.
About the Asthalakshmi Mahotsav
e The name Asthalakshmi is named after the eight avatars of Goddess
Lakshmi, symbolising prosperity, wealth, knowledge, dharma,
agriculture, and other features.
The Mahotsav aims to bridge the cultural and economic gap between
Northeast India and the rest of the nation.
The Mahotsav will showcase the cultural richness and diversity of the
region.
10. Which city hosted the 59th All India Conference of Director Generals/
Inspector Generals of Police?

gferd AeT Sl /AeTtare] & 599 Sife YR aRie St Asiar fog e
K dr

(a) Guwahati

(b) Bhubaneswar

(c) New Delhi

(d) Jaipur

(e) Kolkata

Ans. b

Sol. Amit Shah inaugurated 59th All India. Conference of DGP/IG in Odisha

The Union Minister for Home Affairs, Amit Shah, has inaugurated the 59th All
India Conference of Director Generals (DGP)/ Inspector General (IG) of Police in
Bhubaneswar, Odisha.

For the first time, the state of Odisha hosted the All India Conference of
Director Generals/ Inspector Generals of Police.

The 58th All-India Conference of Director Generals/ Inspector Generals of Police
was held in Jaipur, Rajasthan, on January 6 and 7, 2024.

The 59th All India Conference of Director Generals/ Inspector Generals of Police
brings together the central government and the state government apparatus
responsible for the country's internal security.

11. Which Indian company will co-develop an Electric Propulsion System for the
Indian Navy in partnership with GE Power Conversion of the United Kingdom?

P A YRAH HU-T gAT3eS fhireH F1 ofis urar Faei< & 91Y et o
YR AT & e safees mue™ Rew &1 95-faem safk

(a) Hindustan Aeronautics Limited
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(b) Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited

(c) Big Bang Boom Solutions Private Limited

(d) Tata Advanced Systems

(e) Bharat Electronics Limited

Ans. b

Exp

India and the U.K. signed a Statement of Intent (Sol) on cooperation on the
design & development of Electric Propulsion Systems for the Indian Navy.

The signing was part of the third joint working group meeting of electric
propulsion capability partnership as part of efforts by both sides to promote
the indigenous development of niche technologies.

The Sol would serve as a broader framework intended for cooperation in the
co-design, co-creation and co-production of electric propulsion capability for
future naval ships.

The development of Electric Propulsion Systems for the Indian Navy will be
done through a collaboration between the United Kingdom’s GE Power
Conversion and Indian government-owned Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd (BHEL).
During the visit of the United Kingdom Prime Minister Boris Johnson to India in
April 2022, both countries announced the establishment of a Joint Working
Group on the India -United Kingdom Electric Propulsion Capability Partnership.
Subsequently, in April 2022, Bharat Heavy Electrical Limited (BHEL) signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the British firm GE Power
Conversion for the development of an Integrated Full Electric Propulsion
System in India.

The electric propulsion system will power indigenously manufactured Indian
Navy’s warships with a displacement of over 6000 tonnes.

12. Which edition of Joint Military Exercise AGNI WARRIOR (XAW-2024), a
bilateral exercise between the Indian Army and Singapore Armed Forces,
concluded at Field Firing Ranges, Devlali (Maharashtra)?

YR TAT 3R RITTGR T=vd Iaf & i fguefiy snary e 3= snar Sify
TINTR (XAW-2024) BT DI | WRHRUI Bies BTN I, el (HERTY) § Hud
gam

(a) 10th

(b) 11th

(c) 12th

(d) 13th

(e) 14th

Ans.d
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Sol. 13th edition of India -Singapore Agni Warrior Military Exercise concluded
The 13th edition of Joint Military Exercise AGNI WARRIOR (XAW-2024), a
bilateral exercise between the Indian Army and Singapore Armed Forces,
concluded at Field Firing Ranges, Devlali (Maharashtra).
The three-day exercise conducted witnessed participation by the Singapore
Armed Forces contingent comprising 182 personnel from the Singapore
Artillery and the Indian Army contingent comprising 114 personnel from the
Regiment of Artillery.
The aim of XAW-2024 was to maximise mutual understanding of drills and
procedures to achieve jointness as a multinational force under the United
Nations Charter.
The exercise showcased joint firepower planning, execution and use of New
Generation Equipment by the Artillery of both Armies.
Recent Exercise
e Multilateral Annual Joint Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief
(HADR) Exercise, 'Sanyukt Vimochan 2024’ by Indian Army - Ahmedabad
and Porbandar, Gujarat.
Indian Army, Indian Air Force and Indian Navy jointly commence a
command-level tri-service theatre exercise code-named ‘Poorvi Prahar’
along the India-China border.
5th Edition of Exercise “VINBAX 2024" between Vietnam and India-
Ambala and Chandimandir
9th edition of Exercise GARUD SHAKTI 2024 between India and Indonesia
- Jakarta
15th edition of Exercise VAJRA PRAHAR between India and USA -
Orchard Combat Training Centre in Idaho, US.
13. International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People is observed every
year on which day?
fopfereii=it &N & |1y SieRTPIa Taygedn faaw &= o fow fam wemar wiman &2
(a) 27 November
(b) 28 November
(c) 29 November
(d) 30 November
(e) 26 November
Ans. c
Sol. 29 November - International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People
Every year since 1977, the United Nations calls for the observance of November
29 as the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People.
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The General Assembly passed a resolution to that effect in 1977, selecting this
particular day as this was when, in 1947, the Assembly adopted a resolution
partitioning the Palestinian territory into an Arab State and a Jewish one.

14. The Day of Remembrance for All Victims of Chemical Warfare is observed
annually on which day?

IRaf® g5 & Gt fifsal ot Wi feaw ufaad B & a=man s 82

(a) 27 November

(b) 28 November

(c) 29 November

(d) 30 November

(e) 26 November

Ans. d

Sol. 30 November - Day of Remembrance for all Victims of Chemical Warfare
The Day of Remembrance for All Victims of Chemical Warfare is observed
annually on November 30.

Established during the 20th Session of the Conference of the States Parties to
the Chemical Weapons Convention, this memorial day honors the memory of
victims and strengthens the commitment of the international community to the
complete eradication of chemical weapons.

This observance not only pays tribute to the victims but also reinforces the
principles of peace, security, and multilateral cooperation.

15. The Government of Andhra Pradesh entered into an agreement with which
company for conducting training sessions.on Artificial Intelligence (Al)-related
services to industries, extending cooperation in delivering healthcare and
environmental sustainability solutions by integrating Al and Machine Learning
technologies?

3T Y= WRBR A IEARN BT i Rraa sefeeid (Al) | Hafta darsi w
RN T ST B2, Al 3R A=A af T ao-te| &) THiPpd b WA
J4T 3R qafar vy fRRAT FHTY UG = d HgaRT 9g & g fow ot &
1Y [ fbar 52

(a) Google

(b) Meta

(c) IBM

(d) X

(e) Microsoft

Ans. a

Sol. Andhra Pradesh ties up with Google for harnessing Al tech

Andhra Pradesh has entered into an agreement with Google under which the
tech giant will help the state in adoption of artificial intelligence (Al) in various
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fields including healthcare, and also give a fillip to the local startup ecosystem
there.

The collaboration will also focus on promoting skill development and bridging
the digital divide by providing citizens with the necessary training and
resources to thrive in an Al-driven economy.

Additionally, Google will support the state’s startup ecosystem, to fuel
innovation and entrepreneurship in the field of Al.

Google Cloud will also collaborate with the government to provide skilling
programs for government agencies, including Google Cloud Certifications and
Skill Badges in areas like cybersecurity, data analytics, and generative Al.

16. The Ministry of Defence signed a contract with which company for Short
Refit and Dry Docking (SRDD) of INS Vikramaditya at an overall cost of Rs.
1207.5 Cr?

T&T AT A INS faspwifieea & =iié Rftre sk $18 Sifd 1 (SRDD) & forw ford
FUHI F ATY 1207.5 FAS Y 't Ho1 AT W el fovan g2

(a) Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders

(b) Hindustan Shipyard

(c) ABG Shipyard

(d) Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers and

(e) Cochin Shipyard Limited

Ans. e

Sol. MoD inks contract worth ¥1207 Cr with Cochin Shipyard Limited for Short
Refit and Dry Docking of INS Vikramaditya

The Ministry of Defence signed a contract with M/s Cochin Shipyard Limited for
Short Refit and Dry Docking (SRDD) of INS Vikramaditya at an overall cost of
Rs. 1207.5 Cr.

INS Vikramaditya is an Indian Aircraft Carrier commissioned in the Indian Navy
in November 2013. After completion of the Refit, INS Vikramaditya will join the
active fleet of the Indian Navy with upgraded combat capability.

This project is an important step towards development of Cochin Shipyard
Limited as Maintenance, Repair & Overhaul (MRO) Hub for supporting the
industrial ecosystem of India.

The project envisages the involvement of nearly 50 MSMEs and

17. Which of the following has launched the Hamara Samvidhan Hamara
Samman portal?

Frafafea & 9 fFaa garT Sy gaRT Sw= uida i fean g2

(a) Supreme Court of India

(b) Ministry of Home Affairs

(c) Department of Justice
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(d) Niti Aayog

(e) Ministry of IT

Ans. c

Sol. ‘Hamara Samvidhan, Hamara Samman’ Portal

The Department of Justice is implementing a pan-India, year-long nationwide
campaign titled ‘Hamara Samvidhan Hamara Samman’ to celebrate the 75th
year of India as a Republic and the adoption of India’s Constitution.

The campaign was launched on January 24, 2024, by the Hon’ble Vice-President
of India. Following this, three regional events have also been organized in
Bikaner, Rajasthan, on March 9, 2024, in Prayagraj, Uttar Pradesh, on July 16,
2024, and in Guwahati, Assam on November 19, 2024 respectively to ensure
decentralized outreach of the campaign.

The campaign aims to reaffirm our collective commitment to the principles
enshrined in the Constitution of India and to celebrate the shared values that
bind our nation.

The ‘Hamara Samvidhan Hamara Samman Portal’ which was launched during
the 2nd regional event at Prayagraj on 16th July 2024 serves as a knowledge
repository to enhance public awareness about the Constitution and their legal
rights. It's available on the web portal https://www.hamarasamvidhan.gov.in/.
The primary objective of the "Hamara Samvidhan Hamara Samman Portal” is to
enhance citizens’ awareness of their fundamental rights and duties and legal
protections under the Constitution.

18. The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) conducted which edition of the National
Maritime Search and Rescue Exercise (SAREX-2024) off the Kochi coast?

HRATT Te&® T (ICG) 7 P d¢ WR AP Tl Wil oIk §91d 31T
(SAREX-2024) 1 $I-T T W¥h 0T Taiford foban

(a) 8th

(b) 9th

(c) 10th

(d) 11th

(e) 12th

Ans.d

Sol. Indian Coast Guard conducts maritime search and rescue exercises off Kochi
coast

The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) conducted the 11th National Maritime Search and
Rescue Exercise (SAREX-2024) off the Kochi coast.

The exercise was inaugurated by Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh, and
showcased the expertise of coast guards in maritime safety and search-and-
rescue operations.
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Theme 2024 - Enhancing Search and Rescue Capabilities Through Regional
Collaboration
Recent Exercise
e 13th edition of Joint Military Exercise AGNI WARRIOR (XAW-2024)
between India and Singapore - Field Firing Ranges, Devlali, Maharashtra
Multilateral Annual Joint Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief
(HADR) Exercise, 'Sanyukt Vimochan 2024’ by Indian Army - Ahmedabad
and Porbandar, Gujarat.
Indian Army, Indian Air Force and Indian Navy jointly commence a
command-level tri-service theatre exercise code-named ‘Poorvi Prahar’
along the India-China border.
5th Edition of Exercise “VINBAX 2024" between Vietnam and India-
Ambala and Chandimandir
9th edition of Exercise GARUD SHAKTI 2024 between India and Indonesia
- Jakarta
19. Which of the following countries will be the focus country in the 30th
edition of the Kolkata International Film Festival (KIFF)?
PIASTdl ARSI e AEIId (KIFF) & 309 W¥beul | fFrafafad # | i |1
% BIH <= M
(a) Japan
(b) France
(c) South Korea
(d) Denmark
(e) USA
Ans. b
Sol. Kolkata International Film Festival announces France as focus country
The 30th edition of the Kolkata International Film Festival (KIFF), slated to kick
off on December 4, announced its lineup of 175 films from 29 countries, and
revealed France as the focus country of this year’s film festival.
The lineup includes 42 feature-length films, and 30 shorts and documentaries in
competitive categories, and 103 films in non-competitive categories.
Screenings will take place in 20 venues in different parts of the city between
December 5 and 11.
Chairperson of the 30th KIFF Goutam Ghose highlighted that the festival this
year will also screen certain films with projections from their original celluloid,
like Chokh and Debsishu by reputed director from the 1980s, Utpalendu
Chakraborty.
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Like other years, the 30th edition of the KIFF has unveiled ‘Unheard India’, a
non-competitive category that boasts of screenings of multiple films made in
Indian languages like Garhwali, Konkani and Tulu.

20. “Gharcholas”, traditionally worn at weddings in Hindu and Jain
communities, has recently received the Geographical Indication or Gl tag from
the Government of India. It is related to which state?

&g ik 9 Tqeml # yRuR® ¥ A wfeal # ugd &1 ara “ER=dl” &) 8T &l
H HRA WHR A YINferes Ao a1 sitems 271 firen 31 g5 forw w1 waifta 32
(a) Maharashtra

(b) Gujarat

(c) Bihar

(d) Rajasthan

(e) Himachal Pradesh

Ans. b

Sol. Gujarat’s ‘Gharcholas’ receive Gl tag

Gujarati “Gharcholas” traditionally worn at weddings within Hindu and Jain
communities has received a Geographical Indication or Gl tag from the
Government of India.

The coveted Gl tag for Gharchola handicrafts was presented to Gujarat at the
“Gl and Beyond - Virasat Se Vikas Tak” program in New Delhi, hosted by the
Handlooms Development Commissioner of the Ministry of Textiles,
Government of India.

This is the 27th Gl tag that Gujarat has received. The Gl recognition for
Gharchola demonstrates Gujarat’s commitment to guarding its rich artistic
heritage.

These Gharchola sarees are traditionally crafted in auspicious colours such as
red, maroon, green, and yellow, which hold special significance in Hindu
customs. Along with the Gharchola saree, several other remarkable handicrafts
have also earned Gl tags under the Hastakala Setu Yojana.

These include Surat’s vanishing ‘Saadeli’ art, Banaskantha'’s intricate ‘Soof’
embroidery, Bharuch’s ‘Sujni’ craft, Ahmedabad'’s distinctive ‘Saudagiri Print,’
and the vibrant ‘Maata Ni Pacchedi’ handicrafts, all of which were honoured
last year.

21. Siddharth Kaul has announced his retirement recently. He was related to
which sport?

frgrd @t 7 g1a 81 # S @1 gwon 3t 31 98 9 @ | dafta &

(@) Cricket

(b) Football

(c) Hockey
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(d) Wrestling
(e) Chess
Ans. a
Sol. Pacer Siddharth Kaul announces retirement from all forms of cricket
Former Indian international Siddarth Kaul has announced his retirement from
professional cricket at the age of 34, following an unsold bid in the IPL Auction
2025.
The right-arm fast bowler's journey in Indian cricket spans nearly two decades,
commencing in 2007 with a first-class debut for Punjab against Odisha in
Mohali.
Kaul played a pivotal role in the Indian U19 team that clinched the World Cup in
2008, led by none other than Virat Kohli. His international career took flight in
2018, featuring in three ODIs and as many T20Is
Over his career, he has donned the whites in 88 first-class matches, securing a
remarkable 297 wickets, which includes 17 instances of five-wicket hauls. His
white-ball record boasts 199 wickets in 111 List A matches and 182 wickets
across 145 T20 encounters.
Recently Retired Players

e Prajnesh Gunneswaran (India) - Professional tennis

e Wriddhiman Saha (india) - Cricket

e Matthew Wade (Australia) — International Cricket

¢ Rani Rampal (India) - Hockey

o Rafael Nadal (Spain) - Professional Tennis /’

e Dipa Karmakar (Tripura, India) - Gymnastic

e Dwayne Bravo (West Indies) - All forms of Cricket
22. Recently Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-lweala was reappointed as the Director-General
of which international organization?
BT 81 | SI. TSl 3 I-sil-gaa & f6d Siarffia Wire & wgrewe & Fud
q: frge fovar mam?
(a)International Monetary Fund
(b) Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development
(c) Food and Agriculture Organization
(d) World Health Organization
(e) World Trade Organization
Ans. e
Sol. Ngozi Okonjo-lweala reappointed as DG of WTO
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The General Council of the World Trade Organization (WTO) agreed by
consensus to reappoint Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-lweala as Director-General for a
second four-year term, set to begin on 1 September 2025.
This decision reflects broad recognition of her exceptional leadership and
strategic vision for the future of the WTO.
According to the WTO, Ngozi Okonjo-lweala first assumed office as Director-
General on March 1, 2021, becoming the first woman and first African to lead
the WTO. Her first term concludes on August 31, 2025.
About World Trade Organization (WTO)

e Founded - 1 January 1995

¢ Headquarters - Geneva Switzerland

¢ 1st Director General - Peter Sutherland

e Director General - Ngozi Okonjo-lweala (Nigeria)

e Member Countries - 164
23. In December 2024, Jay Shah takes over as the President of the International
Cricket Council (ICC), the sport’s global governing body. How many years is the
tenure of the ICC President?
feieR 2024 ¥, w17 TR W Ft AP WA HRAT, AR fvde ufvug (co) &
& BT UGHR U | ICC & PT HRABTA [ Iu BT gIal 82
(a) 2 years
(b) 3 years
(c) 4 years
(d) 5 years
(e) 2.5 years
Ans. b
Sol. Jay Shah assumes charge as ICC chairperson
Jay Shah has taken over as the chairperson of the International Cricket Council
(ICC), the sport’s global governing body.
The former BCCI secretary succeeds Greg Barclay, who has held the position
since November 2020.
Shah'’s elevation to the top post makes him the third Indian among the last four
ICC chairmen. However, unlike the last two Indians — N Srinivasan (2014-15) and
Shashank Manohar (2015-20) — Shah enjoys complete support within the all-
powerful BCCI, which counts a lot when it comes to decision making in the ICC
boardroom.
The ICC chairman’s term now is three years. The post being an independent
one, Shah will also step away from the Asian Cricket Council presidency.
About International Cricket Council (ICC)
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The International Cricket Council is the global governing body of cricket.

Formation - 15 June 1909

Headquarters - Dubai, UAE

Chairman - Jay Shah (replace Greg Barclay)

Deputy Chairman - Imran Khwaja (Singapore)

CEO - Geoff Allardice (Australia)

General Manager - Wasim Khan

Membership - 108 members
24. In December 2024, which of the following private sector lender and
consumer financier Bajaj Finance have mutually decided to cease the issuance
of co-branded credit cards under their partnership?

fediaR 2024 7, Fafafaa & | few felt &7 & B sk Suvia fawdive
FoITSl BI3-d A It WgHfd F U= ATSieRT & d8d Ug-Fiss hisc Bls R
HIAT §¢ B o1 Fofa feran g2

(a) HDFC Bank

(b) Axis Bank

(c) RBL Bank

(d) ICICI Bank

(e) Yes bank

Ans. c

Sol. lender RBL Bank and consumer financier Bajaj Finance have mutually
decided to cease the issuance of co-branded credit cards under their
partnership, as the synergies initially envisioned have undergone significant
changes.

RBL Bank partnered with Bajaj Finance in 2016 to issue co-branded credit cards
for a period of five years. The partnership was renewed for another five years in
2021.

25. The India Meteorological Department (IMD), in collaboration with the
Ministry of Earth Sciences, will host the 14th Asia-Oceania Meteorological
Satellite Users’ Conference (AOMSUC-14) in which city from 4 to 6 December?
YRd W9H a9 fAURT 1MD), g4t fagm wmerg & JgaiT |, 4 9 6 iR a9
e e # 149 eRrr-snfifrar dvw fagm Suws SuaRTeal awieq
(AOMSUC-14) @1 ASETT B2

(a) New Delhi

(b) Dehradun

(c) Indore

(d) Ladakh

(e) Mumbai
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Ans. a

Sol. India to host Asia-Oceania satellite users’ conference

The India Meteorological Department (IMD), in collaboration with the Ministry
of Earth Sciences, will host the 14th Asia-Oceania Meteorological Satellite
Users’ Conference (AOMSUC-14) in New Delhi between 4 and 6 December.
The conference will bring together approximately 150 participants from various
countries to discuss the latest advancements in satellite remote sensing and
their application in meteorology and climatology.

The AOMSUC-14 aims to highlight the significance of satellite observations,
promote advancements in satellite technology, and foster collaboration
between satellite operators and users.

The conference will feature oral and poster presentations, panel discussions,
and a training workshop on applying satellite data to meteorology and
climatology.

26. World AIDS Day is observed every year on December 1. What is the theme
of World AIDS Day 2024?

fay vaw faaw v ure 1 feiaR &Y waman wian 81 fay vsw feaw 2024 &1 fawg
T E?

(a) Let community’s lead

(b) Equalize

(c) End Inequalities. End AIDS

(d) Global solidarity, resilient services

(e) Take the Rights Path

Ans. e

Sol. 1 December - World AIDS Day

World AIDS Day is observed every year on December 1.

Objective- To raise awareness about HIV/AIDS and showing solidarity with
those affected by the disease.

Theme 2024 - Take the Rights Path

The day serves as a platform for organisations worldwide to unite, remember
those who have lost their lives to AIDS-related illnesses, and advocate for
continued progress in HIV prevention, treatment, and care.

World AIDS Day, established by the WHO and the United Nations, was first
observed in 1988 in response to the global effect of the HIV epidemic. In 1981,
the first case of AIDS was reported in the United States and two years later,
researchers could have identified the virus that causes the disease.

27. The Border Security Force (BSF) has celebrated its Raising Day on December
1 every year. In which year BSF was formed?

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X
>
ambitiousbaba.com Q@‘M babali Online Test Series

W1 gRem 96 (FIeTw) g 9Td 1 faR o1 S RTuAT fea w4 21
dTHTE &1 78 {5 adf gaim

(a) 1952
(b) 1961
(c) 1965
(d) 1972
(e) 1987
Ans. c
Sol. 1 December - 60th Raising Day of BSF
The Border Security Force (BSF) has celebrated its 60th Raising Day on
December 1.

The BSF was formed on December 1 1965 to ensure the security of India’s
borders and for matters connected therewith. Senior IPS officer Khusro

Faramurz Rustamji was tasked with the formation of the BSF at the time. He
was posted as IGP of Madhya Pradesh back then.

In January 1965, India witnessed the nefarious act of Pakistan in the Kanjarkot
area of Gujarat. The then Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri immediately
decided to form a single force to protect the international borders and that
eventually led to the formation of BSF.

In 1966, 15 other battalions posted in Jammu and Kashmir were also merged
with the BSF
28. Who has won the Formula 1 Qatar Grand Prix 2024 title?

BHAT 1 o ds URT 2024 &7 fare feda sitar 82

(a) Sebastian Vettel
(b) Lewis Hamilton
(c) Max Verstappen
(d) Oscar Piastri
(e) Sergio Pérez
Ans. c
Sol. Max Verstappen wins Qatar Grand Prix
Max Verstappen claimed his ninth win of the season and 63rd of his career with
a stunning victory for Red Bull at the crash-hit and controversial Qatar Grand
Prix.

In a race shaped by a litany of stewards’ decisions and penalties, including a
harsh late 10-second ‘stop-go’ for Lando Norris of McLaren, the newly-crowned
four-time world champion was flawless as he came home six seconds ahead of
Ferrari’'s Charles Leclerc.
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That result meant McLaren, even with Oscar Piastri finishing third, were unable
to clinch a first constructors title since 1998 and have to try again in the final
race in Abu Dhabi next weekend.
Recent 2024 F1 Grand Prix Winner
¢ Qatar Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
e US Grand Prix - Ferrari's Charles Leclerc (Monaco)
¢ Singapore Grand Prix - McLaren’s Lando Norris (British)
Azerbaijan Grand Prix - McLaren's Oscar Piastri (Australia)
Italian Grand Prix - Ferrari's Charles Leclerc (Monaco)
Dutch Grand Prix - McLaren’s Lando Norris (British)
Hungarian Grand Prix F2 - Kush Maini (India)
Belgian Grand Prix - Mercedes’s Lewis Hamilton (UK)
Hungarian Grand Prix — McLaren’s Oscar Piastri (Australia)
British Grand Prix — Mercedes’s Lewis Hamilton (UK)
Austrian Grand Prix - Mercedes’s George Russell (UK)
Spanish Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
Canadian Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
Monaco Grand Prix - Ferrari's Charles Leclerc (Monaco)
Emilia Romagna Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
Miami Grand Prix - McLaren’s Lando Norris (British)
Chinese Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
Japanese Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
Australian Grand Prix - Ferrari's Carlos Saina (Spain)
e Saudi Arabian Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
e Bahrain Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)

29. Former Test opener lan Redpath passed away recently at the age of 83. He
was belongs to which country?

7d 3% qarHl SeeiaTe 34T YSUY &1 8T 81 A 83 a9 ot g A e g T 98
feagmra ¥

(a) South Africa

(b) Australia

(c) New Zealand

(d) England

(e) USA

Ans. b

Sol. Former Australia Test opener lan Redpath passes away

Former Australia Test opener lan Redpath has passed away at the age of 83.
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Redpath was a regular fixture in the Australian team in the 1960s and 1970s,
and served as a member of the Australian Cricket Hall of Fame.

Hailing from Geelong, Redpath played 66 Tests and made 4737 runs at an
average of 43.45, including eight centuries and 31 half centuries with a top
score of 171. He took 83 catches mostly in the slips where he excelled.

In 1975, Redpath, who also played five ODIs for Australia, was made a Member
of the Civil Division of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire for
services to cricket.

He once emerged from international retirement to join World Series Cricket
where injury restricted his on-field contributions, and returned to retirement.
30. With which country’s Army did the Indian Army conduct the first Table Top
Exercise ‘CINBAX’ in December 2024?

YRATG T A feHaR 2024 # {59 ¢ $1 AT & 1Y Uge 9 1T 34T
Rrrae smaifora fosam

(a) China

(b) Singapore

(c) Cambodia

(d) Chili

(e) Japan

Ans. c

Sol. 1st Indo-Cambodian ‘CINBAX" Exercise commences in Pune, Maharashtra
India-Cambodia’s first Joint Tabletop Exercise, codenamed ‘CINBAX,’
commenced at the Foreign Training Node, Pune, Maharashtra.

The first CINBAX exercise between the Armies of both countries will be held in
Pune from 1 to 18 December 2024.
The exercise is part of the military diplomacy of both countries to strengthen
friendly ties between the two countries, especially military-to-military ties.
During the CINBAX exercise, Indian-made weapons systems and equipment will
be displayed to the Cambodians to promote the Indigenous defence capabilities
of India.

31. The Indian government has abolished which type of tax on aviation turbine
fuel (ATF), crude oil, petrol, and diesel, effective immediately.

YR PR A AT eais— W (ATF), F= dd, Ueia iR Sioa R f5a avg
& T P qHTA YU F AW H (a1 3|

(a) Local Municipal Bodies take taxes

(b) Service tax

(c) Road and Infrastructure Cess

(d) Windfall tax

(e) Goods and Services Tax
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Ans.d
Sol. Government scraps windfall tax on crude, petrol, diesel export
The Indian government has abolished the windfall tax on aviation turbine fuel
(ATF), crude oil, petrol, and diesel, effective immediately.
This move marks the end of a levy introduced in July 2022 and aims to provide
relief to oil producers and refiners.
The decision is expected to benefit major oil players like Reliance Industries and
ONGC by boosting their gross refining margins—a measure of profitability in
refining crude oil.
Additionally, the government has removed the Road and Infrastructure Cess
(RIC) on petrol and diesel exports, further alleviating financial pressure on the
oil sector.
What is a windfall tax?
¢ A windfall tax is an additional levy imposed on extraordinary or
unexpected profits made by companies or industries.
¢ India introduced the windfall tax on domestic crude oil production in
July 2022, following a sharp rise in global crude oil prices. The tax aimed
to capture excess revenue generated from these unexpected gains.
Since its implementation, the tax has been a subject of controversy.
While it initially sought to balance government revenue amid fluctuating
oil prices, industry players argued that it negatively impacted
profitability and disincentivised production.
32. In November 2024, which leading payments platform has partnered with
the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) andthe Indian Cyber Crime Coordination
Centre (14C) to enhance cybersecurity in the digital payments ecosystem?
dev 2024 ¥, fa it YA wewd A fsied Yar uiiRifast aa o
TSR JRET 9¢M & T 78 AT (MHA) 3R YR AT5aR (R -9 $5
(14C) & ATY TGN B 32
(a) PhonePe
(b) Google Pay
(c) Paytm
(d) RozarPay
(e) BHIM
Ans.d
Sol. Razorpay Partners with MHA to Fortify India’s Digital Payments Ecosystem
Razorpay, India’s leading omnichannel payments and banking platform, has
collaboration with the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) and the Indian Cyber
Crime Coordination Centre (14C) to enhance the security of the country’s
burgeoning digital payments ecosystem.
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This partnership comes as India contributes 46% of the global digital payment
volume, underscoring the urgent need for robust cybersecurity measures to
safeguard businesses and consumers.

As part of the collaboration, Razorpay will drive nationwide awareness
campaigns to educate businesses and consumers on cybersecurity best
practices. Initiatives include:

Direct Engagement with Law Enforcement: Establishing connections with over
1,600 cybercrime stations across 25 states and union territories to bolster
communication and collaborative efforts.

33. The military exercise named Harimau Shakti is conducted between India
and which country?

R Wfe e /= 3T YRA 3R 5w 1 & i smaifora fsar s &2
(a) Sri Lanka

(b) Nepal

(c) France

(d) Kazakhstan

(e) Malaysia

Ans. e

Sol. Indian Army begins Harimau Shakti Exercise with Malaysian Army

India and Malaysia commenced the bilateral Joint Military Exercise “Harimau
Shakti” on 2 December 2024 at Bentong camp, Pahang district, Malaysia.

The 2024 edition of the annual bilateral exercise will be held from 2 to 15
December 2024.

In 2023, the Indian Army hosted the exercise at its Umroi Cantonment in
Meghalaya.

The first annual bilateral military exercise, Harimau Shakti, between the Indian
Army contingent and the Malaysian Army contingent was held in October 2012
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

In the 2024 edition of the Harimau Shakti Exercise, 78 personnel of the Indian
Army’s Mahar Regiment will represent the Indian contingent, and 123
personnel of the Royal Malaysian Regiment will represent the Malaysian side.
Aim of the Joint Exercise is to enhance joint military capability of both sides to
undertake counter insurgency operations in jungle terrain under Chapter VIl of
the United Nations Mandate. The exercise will focus on operations in the jungle
environment.

Recent Exercise

e 1% edition of Joint Tabletop Exercise, CINBAX between India and
Cambodia - Foreign Training Node, Pune, Maharashtra.

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

x
-
ambitiousbaba.com \Jp‘aiw babali Online Test Series

ICG conducted 11th National Maritime Search and Rescue Exercise
(SAREX-2024) off the Kochi coast.
13th edition of Joint Military Exercise AGNI WARRIOR (XAW-2024)
between India and Singapore - Field Firing Ranges, Devlali, Maharashtra
Multilateral Annual Joint Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief
(HADR) Exercise, 'Sanyukt Vimochan 2024’ by Indian Army - Ahmedabad
and Porbandar, Gujarat.
Indian Army, Indian Air Force and Indian Navy jointly commence a
command-level tri-service theatre exercise code-named ‘Poorvi Prahar’
along the India-China border.
34. Which state government has launched Mission Himveer to boost local
economy. As part of the initiative, the state government will supply fruits,
vegetables, meat, and poultry to the ITBP?

Py Iog PR A RIFN ideqawyT &t 9¢1d1 ¢+ & fore e feudik == fan
21 39 U & dgd, I WPR ITBP &) Wd, Afoerar, wig 3nR iff &t amyfed
CaLliF

(a) Arunachal Pradesh

(b) Assam

(c) West Bengal

(d) Sikkim

(e) Nagaland

Ans. a

Sol. Arunachal Pradesh launches 'Mission Himveer' to boost local economy

To boost market linkage for agricultural and horticultural products in Arunachal
Pradesh, the state government has launched Mission Arun Himveer by signing a
pact between the agriculture marketing board and the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police, North East Frontier.

As part of the initiative, the state government will supply fruits, vegetables,
meat, and poultry to the ITBP. These produces will be procured from local
farmers, self-help groups (SHGs), farmer producer organisations and farmer
cooperatives.

The mission aims to provide readymade markets for farmers in remote villages
and regions with low marketable surplus. It also seeks to stimulate a vibrant
local economy while addressing employment challenges across the state.

This new agreement follows a similar understanding with the Army in August
2022, under which the state government, via LAMPS (Liberalized Agricultural
Marketing Cooperative Societies), supplied around 400 tons of fruits and
vegetables worth Rs 72 lakh to the armed forces from local farmers.
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About Arunachal Pradesh
e Capital - Itanagar
e Chief Minister - Pema Khandu
e Governor - LG (Retd) Kaiwalya Trivikram Parnaik
o Legislative Assembly Seat - 60
35. Who has been nominated as the next Director of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) by President-elect Donald Trump?
9-fraffia wgufa SiHTes gr gRT I i SRt (Twdiens) & onTe FeRe &
U # fordt fera fosan man &2
(a) Vivek Ramaswamy
(b) Tulsi Gabbard
(c) Rina Banerjee
(d) Prashant Bhargava
(e) Kash Patel
Ans. e
Sol. Donald Trump nominates Indian American Kash Patel as FBI Director
President Donald Trump has nominated Kash Patel as the next Director of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), marking him as the highest-ranking
Indian American in Trump’s incoming administration.
Kash is a brilliant lawyer, investigator, and 'America First' fighter who has spent
his career exposing corruption, defending Justice, and protecting the American
People,.
Who is Kash Patel?
New York-born Mr Patel has his roots in Gujarat. However, his parents are from
East Africa — mother from Tanzania and father from Uganda. They came to the
U.S. from Canada in 1970.
Recent Appointments in Foreign
e Chairman of International Cricket Council (ICC) - Jay Shah (replace Greg
Barclay)
DG of World Trade Organization (WTO) - Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-lweala
(reappointment)
President of Asian Development Bank - Masato Kanda;11th (replace
Masatsugu Asakawa) effect from 24 Feb 2025
Secretary General of Interpol - Valdecy Urquiza (Brazil's Federal Police
Commiissioner)
Chairperson of 77th Session of WHO Regional Committee - JP Nadda
President of the 68th General Conference of the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) - Sang Wook Ham
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36. In November 2024, which bank has launched a nation-wide drive to raise
awareness about the importance of inoperative account activation?

Tda% 2024 ¥, fora 9o A FifSpa @rar |fbaor & A & TR A AREHaT 9gH
¥ fore wes et st 3= fran 82
(a) Bank of Baroda
(b) Union Bank of India
(c) State Bank of India
(d) Punjab National Bank
(e) Canara Bank
Ans. c
Sol. SBI Launches Nationwide Drive to Reactivate Inoperative Accounts
State Bank of India (SBI) has launched a nation-wide drive to raise awareness
about the importance of inoperative account activation.
A savings or a current account is treated as inoperative if the customer has no
transaction in the account for a period of over two years.
Activation of these accounts requires Re-KYC. Necessity of regular transactions
in the account and preventing categorization into in-operative was the key
message.
SBI chairman C S Setty emphasised the need to drive Re-KYC exercise in letter
and spirit, to maintain PMJDY accounts in active status and enabling customers
to conduct transactions seamlessly.
About State Bank of India (SBI)
Founded - 1 July 1955
Headquarters - Mumbai, Maharashtra
Chairman - Challa Sreenivasulu Setty; 27" (replace Dinesh Kumar Khara)
Tagline - (1) Pure Banking Nothing Else
(2) With you all the way
(3) A bank of the common man
(4) The banker to every Indian
(5) The Nation banks on us
37. International Day for the Abolition of Slavery is observed every year on
which day?
SieRTSHa et e feaw g2 e fopw ot wrama wira &2
(a) 1 December
(b) 2 December
(c) 3 December
(d) 4 December
(e) 5 December
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Ans. b

Sol. 2 December - International Day for the Abolition of Slavery

International Day for the Abolition of Slavery is an important global event
observed annually on December 2,.

Objective - To raise awareness about human trafficking, and promoting the
rights and dignity of all individuals, especially those who have been victims of
slavery.

The International Day for the Abolition of Slavery marks the date of the
adoption, by the General Assembly, of the United Nations Convention for the
Suppression of the Traffic in Persons and of the Exploitation of the Prostitution
of Others (resolution 317(1V) of 2 December 1949).

38. Which country is hosting the 16th session of the Conference of the Parties
(COP) of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
from 2-15 December 2024?
DI A1 4 2-15 FEHTR 2024 T TYF AP ARG AHUTH THAT
(UNCCD) & TTfiéal & HHIE (COP) & 16d T &1 AWaT- & 8T 82

(a) Saudi Arabia

(b) Qatar

(c) UAE

(d) Belgium

(e) Brazil

Ans. a

Sol. 16th COP of the UNCCD Commences.in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia

The 16th session of the Conference of the Parties (COP) of the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD) commenced in Riyadh.

COP16 will take place in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia from 2-13 December 2024 under
the theme Our Land. Our Future.

The COP to the UNFCCD is held every two years, and the 15th COP was held in
May 2022 in Abidjan, Cote d'lvoire.
The 16th Conference of Parties of the UNCCD is being organised by the United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification and is hosted by the Saudi
Arabian Government.
The Indian delegation at the 16th CoP of the UNCCD is being jointly led by the
Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Bhupendra Yadav
and the chief minister of Haryana, Nayab Singh Saini.

39. Who has won the women's singles title of the 2024 Syed Modi International
Badminton Tournament?

2024 37 A} =Pty Asfies gafde &1 afear vea fEare fora sitar 22

(a) Saina Nehwal
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(b) Sania Mirza

(c) Ashwini Ponnappa

(d) Carolina Marin

(e) PV Sindhu

Ans. e

Sol. Sindhu & Lakshya win 2024 Syed Modi International Badminton
tournament

The Indian badminton ace PV Sindhu and Lakshya Sen, respectively, won the
women’s and men’s titles of the 2024 Syed Modi International badminton
tournament.

The USD 2.10 Lakh prize money BWF (Badminton World Federation) World Tour
300 Syed Modi International badminton tournament was held at the Babu
Banarsi Das Indoor Stadium in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh.

It was PV Sindhu's first BWF title since the 2022 Singapore Open title.

Since 2022, after her win at the 2022 Singapore Open, PV Sindhu has failed to
win a BWF Tournament singles title. In between, Sindhu made the finals at the
2023 Spain Masters Super 300 and 2024 Malaysia Masters Super 500 but lost in
the finals .

She defeated Chinese player Wu Luo Yu 21-14, 21-16 in the final to winSyed
Modi International Badminton singles title.

While, Lakshya Sen, who lost in the semi-finals of the 2024 Paris Olympics, won
his fifth BWF singles title of his career by winning the 2024 Syed Modi
International Badminton Tournament singles title at Lucknow.

In the final, Lakshya Sen defeated Singapore’s Jia Heng Jason Teh 21-6, 21-7.
40. How much rupees Goods and Services Tax (GST) was collected in November
2024?

T4ER 2024 ¥ foha- $Ud $T a5 Td AT B (GST) TIT §3M?

(a) 1.52 lakh crore

(b) 1.62 lakh crore

(c) 1.72 lakh crore

(d) 1.82 lakh crore

(e) 1.92 lakh crore

Ans.d

Sol. GST collection rises 8.5 pc to Rs 1.82 lakh cr in November 2024

The total gross Goods and Services Tax (GST) revenue grew 8.5 per cent to over
Rs 1.82 lakh crore in November 2024 as compared to Rs 1.68 lakh crore in the
same month a year ago.

The Central GST collection stood at Rs 34,141 crore, State GST at Rs 43,047
crore, Integrated IGST at Rs 91,828 crore and cess at Rs 13,253 crore.
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During the month under review, GST from domestic transactions grew 9.4 per
cent to Rs 1.40 lakh crore, while revenues from tax on imports rose about 6 per
cent to Rs 42,591 crore.
GST Collection of Previous Months

o July 2024 - 1.82 lakh crore

e August 2024 - 1.75 lakh crore

e September 2024 - 1.73 lakh crore

e October 2024 - 1.87 lakh crore

e November 2024 - 1.82 lakh crore

41. World Computer Literacy Day is observed annually on which day to
celebrate and promote computer education worldwide?

fay Foger wrerar feaw ufaad f fam w=man smar @ @rfe gfam R & dugex
frem &1 STy 7T o1 " iR I/ Ferar fear 5 g

(a) 1 December

(b) 2 December

(c) 3 December

(d) 4 December

(e) 5 December

Ans. c

Sol. 3 December - World Computer Literacy Day

World Computer Literacy Day is observed annually on December 2 to celebrate
and promote computer education worldwide.

The day aims to raise awareness about the importance of digital skills and
computer literacy in today’s rapidly evolving technological landscape.

The day was first celebrated in 2001, initiated by the Indian multinational
company NIIT to mark its 20th anniversary. During its inception, research
highlighted a gender gap in computer literacy, with most computer users being
men.

42. Which ride-hailing app in India has started the country'’s first water
transport service named Shikara?
;vmﬁmm-%ﬁﬂﬁq%mmmﬁz?waﬂuﬁﬂwmﬁmwaﬁ
(a) Uber

(b) Rapido

(c) Ola

(d) Indrive

(e) BlaBlaCar

Ans. a

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X
»
ambitiousbaba.com \Jp‘m babal Online Test Series

Sol. India Gets First Water Transport Service 'Uber Shikara' In Srinagar

In a pioneering move, Uber has launched its first water transport service in

India, the Uber Shikara, on the serene Dal Lake in Srinagar.

This new offering allows users to book shikara rides through the Uber app,

bringing a modern twist to a traditional form of transport in Kashmir.

The Uber Shikara service is the first of its kind in Asia and follows in the

footsteps of similar services in European cities like Venice. Initially, Uber has

onboarded seven shikaras and plans to gradually expand the fleet based on

user demand.

About Shikara

e Shikaras are traditional wooden boats that are found on Dal Lake and

other bodies of water in Srinagar.
These boats, which typically seat six people with a boatman at the back,
are a symbol of Kashmir’s cultural legacy.
While some shikaras are still used for fishing and transport, they are now
primarily used by tourists for scenic rides around the picturesque Dal
Lake.

About Dal Lake

o Dal Lake is one of the most iconic tourist spots of the Srinagar Valley. It is

the second largest freshwater lake in Jammu and Kashmir after the
Woullar Lake.
Dal Lake, also known as the ‘Jewel in Kashmir's Crown,’ is surrounded on
three sides by the Pir Panjal mountains.
A perennial inflow channel from the north supplies about 80% of the
lake's water. Towards the southwest side, an outflow channel drains the
lake water into a tributary of the River Jhelum.

43. Which non-banking finance company (NBFC) had its supervisory restrictions

lifted by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) in December 2024, following a series

of regulatory discussions and corrective measures to address deficiencies?

o NR-afd fam Fusit (Trdivwdh) & whagh ufady uRd fiord 9%

(IMRET3MTE) GRT fewaR 2024 # geT 3T T 2, it fF Hfor) &) @R @31 & e

fFramre gaisi ok GURTES Ul &1 TP Y@l & 1 4T?

(a) Navi Finserv

(b) DMI Finance Private Limited

(c) Asirvad Micro Finance Limited

(d) Arohan Financial Services

(e) Asirvad Microfinance

Ans. a

Sol. RBI lifts supervisory restrictions on Sachin Bansal-led Navi Finserv
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has lifted the restrictions imposed on Sachin
Bansal-led Navi Finserv with immediate effect.

The central bank on October 17, 2024 had issued directions to Navi Finserv
Limited, Bengaluru (and three other NBFCs), to cease and desist from sanction
and disbursal of loans, effective from close of business of October 21, 2024.
Besides Navi, the central bank had put similar restrictions on three other NBFCs
-- New Delhi-based DMI Finance Private Limited, Kolkata-based Arohan
Financial Services Limited, and Chennai-based Asirvad Micro Finance Limited.
44. Union Minister of State for Forest, Environment and Climate Change has
launched 'Nano Bubble Technology' to clean and purify the water of the
National Zoological Park in Delhi. Who is the Union Minister of State for Forest,
Environment and Climate Change?

S g, gafarr 3R Serarg afvad= Ireg w3t 7 fieeht & wgia uroft Sa &
T B AT 3R Y B & T A9 g9a St af-a @1 g1 HE 9,
TgiaRor 3R STaaryg ufvdd= IS Wl B 82

(a) Bhupender Yadav

(b) Banwari Lal Verma

(c) Prateek Bhushan Singh

(d) Kirti Vardhan Singh

(e) Ketki Devi Singh

Ans.d

Sol. Kirti Vardhan Singh launches ‘Nano Bubble Technology' for cleaning and
purifying water

Union Minister of State for Forest, Environment and Climate Change, Kirti
Vardhan Singh has launched 'Nano Bubble Technology* for cleaning and
purifying water of the National Zoological Park in Delhi, and to promote the
health of aquatic animals.

This technology can effectively clean dirty pond water by eliminating algae and
similar growths. It is being tested in the zoo for the first time as a 15-day trial.
If successful, it will be used in the zoo.

The primary goal of this technology is to keep water clean, ensuring the health
and well-being of aquatic creatures. "Clean water helps prevent foul smells,
algae buildup, and discolouration often caused by dirty pond water.

45. Consider the following point about Ratapani Tiger Reserve which was
recently seen in the news. Which of the following point(s) is/are CORRECT
regarding this?

(i) The government has declared Ratapani Tiger Reserve as the 57th Tiger
Reserve of the country.

(i) It is located in Madhya Pradesh.
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(iii) It is the 7th tiger reserve of the state in which it is located.
(a) only i
(b) only ii
(c) only i and ii
(d) only ii and iii
(e) only i and iii
Ans. c
Sol. Ratapani Tiger Reserve, MP notified as the 57th Tiger Reserve of the
country.
Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Bhupender Yadav,
informed the Nation about the notification of the Ratapani Tiger Reserve,
Madhya Pradesh, as the 57th Tiger Reserve of the country.
Ratapani Tiger Reserve has a core area of 763.8 sq km, a buffer area of 507.6 sq
km and a total area of 1271.4 sq km. It is the 8th tiger reserve of Madhya
Pradesh.
This conservation initiative will strengthen wildlife management in the forests
of Ratapani, Bhopal Sehore area. Standard protection, habitat management,
ecotourism, community engagement activities etc shall. be adopted which will
strengthen Wildlife conservation in the Ratapani Tiger landscape.
About Madhya Pradesh

e Capital - Bhopal

¢ Chief Minister — Dr Mohan Yadav (replace Shivraj Singh Chauhan)

e Deputy CM - Jagdish Devda & Rajendra Shukla

e Speaker of Madhya Pradesh Assembly - Narendra Singh Tomar

e Governor - Mangubhai C. Patel

¢ Lok Shaba Seats - 29

¢ Rajya Sabha Seats - 11

¢ Legislative Assembly Seats - 230
46. Which of the following has launched the Quant Fund, an open-ended equity
scheme designed around a quant-based investing approach?
frafafea 7 A fFaa wic bs d@ia far 8, i te siiua-uss sfed wia g ol
ic-3nuTia fFraw et & smeur fEwrg= far mar 82
(a) Aditya Birla Sun Life Mutual Fund
(b) Axis Mutual Fund
(c) Edelweiss Mutual Fund
(d) SBI Mutual Fund
(e) HDFC Mutual Fund
Ans.d
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Sol. SBI Mutual Fund Unveils SBI Quant Fund

SBI Mutual Fund has launched the SBI Quant Fund, an open-ended equity
scheme designed around a quant-based investing approach.

The scheme aims to generate long-term capital appreciation through equity
and equity-related instruments selected using an in-house quant model.

The SBI Quant Fund will predominantly allocate:

80%-100% to equity and equity-related instruments selected through the quant
model.

0%-20% to other equity instruments and debt instruments.

0%-10% to REITs and InviTs, in line with SEBI limits.

Additionally, the scheme may invest up to 20% in mutual fund units and 35% in
overseas securities, including ADRs, GDRs, ETFs, and foreign equity.

The fund will be managed by Sukanya Ghosh and Pradeep Kesavan (dedicated
fund manager for overseas securities).

47. Which prominent global financial centre signed an MoU with NASSCOM to
bolster cross-border collaborations in fintech, artificial intelligence, and
innovation by facilitating sector-specific activities in December 2024?

faiaR 2024 # 5w w@ Af¥Yw fasftg o 2 =-fafRw afafafiry < glauese
TR fhTew, AT gigHwn iR TaER & H1 UR JedlT &1 9gmar ¢4 & g
AWHIY & AT THSNAT J1U- W F1ER e

(a) London Innovation Network

(b) Silicon Valley Tech Forum

(c) Dubai International Financial Centre

(d) Singapore Fintech Hub

(e) Hong Kong Technology Exchange

Ans. c

Sol. NASSCOM and DIFC Ink MoU to Strengthen Cross-Border Tech
Collaborations

Indian tech industry body Nasscom has partnered with the Dubai International
Financial Centre (DIFC) to foster cross-border collaborations in fintech, artificial
intelligence (Al), and innovation.

The two organizations signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) aiming
to create synergies between India’s burgeoning tech ecosystem and Dubai’s
dynamic financial hub.

The MoU will facilitate the exchange of sectoral insights and development
strategies, enabling Nasscom'’s 3,000-plus member companies to access DIFC’s
innovation ecosystem.

This partnership is set to unlock opportunities for global collaboration through
activities such as webinars, roadshows, roundtables, and workshops.
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48. In December 2024, which global automotive leader has tied up with three
IITs to establish a collaborative research system in the fields of batteries and
electrification entailing an investment of USD 7 million over five years?

feuaR 2024 ®, v Ay sifemifed dfisw A &t ok figgdieru » A wa
AR ST Ul RITUT $31 & g §i9 sngamsdt & wry Jwsiar fHan g,
foras uig aut 7 7 faferaa sradiat sTer &1 frdwn wmfda 32

(a) Hyundai Motor

(b) Kia

(c) Ford Motor Company

(d) Toyoto

(e) Volkswagen Group

Ans. a

Sol. Hyundai Motor Group ties up with IITs to advance battery, electrification
research

Hyundai Motor Group has tied up with three IITs to establish a collaborative
research system in the fields of batteries and electrification entailing an
investment of USD 7 million over five years.

The South Korean group, which has presence across multiple segments
including mobility, has tied up with lIT Delhi, IIT Bombay and IIT Madras.
Hyundai Motor Group plans to invest around USD 7 million over five years,
from 2025 to 2029, to jointly conduct battery and electrification-related
research with the IITs.

As part of the collaboration, the Hyundai Center of Excellence (CoE), will be set
up within IIT Delhi and would operate through sponsorships from Hyundai
Motor Group.

49. In December 2024, which country officially inaugurated its first overseas
atmospheric background station in Antarctica, marking a major milestone in
global climate research?

fedar 2024 ¥, fora 21 7 USRS TR W sferdhiedT A v ygd fad=h
IgHSHR YR WA T Igute fHar, St Afie Saarg sy § Ue yga
Hid BT YT A1fard gam?

(a) China

(b) Russia

(c¢) India

(d) USA

(e) Japan

Ans. a

Sol. China's first atmospheric monitoring station in Antarctica begins
operations
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China has officially inaugurated its first overseas atmospheric background
station in Antarctica, marking a major milestone in global climate research.
The National Atmospheric Background Station began operations, offering
critical data to support international efforts in addressing climate change.

The station will carry out continuous, long-term monitoring of atmospheric
components in the Antarctic. Its primary goal is to track shifts in concentrations
of atmospheric elements and provide an accurate depiction of the region's
atmospheric composition.

The station features a cutting-edge monitoring system encompassing seven
meteorological categories, including ozone and aerosol measurements. This
initiative builds on China’s existing network of nine national atmospheric
background stations, with additional pilot stations beginning trial observations
earlier this year.

50. Which of the following cities will host the World Maritime Conference 2024?
fFrafafaa & 3 o= ar 2R fay T awie 2024 3 A9arEt som

(a) New Delhi

(b) Mumbai

(c) Chennai

(d) Hyderabad

(e) Bengaluru

Ans. c

Sol. Chennai to host the World Maritime Conference 2024

The World Maritime Conference 2024 will hold in Chennai from the 4th to 6th
December. The Director General of Shipping Shyam Jagannathan will be the
Guest of Honour.

Internationally reputed speakers and panellists will discuss the future of the
Global maritime scenario. The US, UK, Germany, Spain, and Asia Pacific
Countries will participate in the discussions.

This conference will be conducted in India after 15 years and will discuss
various futuristic developments and present challenges in the Maritime World.
The conference will be attended by more than 300 delegates from all over the
World.

51. Which company has been honoured with the prestigious IGBC Green
Champion Award at the Green Building Congress 2024 in Bengaluru?

e Hut B drge A I AT w9 2024 7 wfaf¥a 16Bc A7 Ao TR
& et foar g2

(a) Bharat Electronics

(b) Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited

(c) Tata Motors
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(d) Larsen and Toubro
(e) Bharat Forge Ltd
Ans. e
Sol. Bharat Forge honoured with IGBC Green Champion award
Bharat Forge Ltd., India’s leading manufacturing powerhouse and a global
provider of high-performance, innovative components, has been honoured with
the prestigious IGBC Green Champion Award at the Green Building Congress
2024, held at the Bangalore International Exhibition Centre in Bengaluru.
This recognition celebrates Bharat Forge’s ground breaking efforts in
transforming villages into IGBC-certified Green Villages.
As part of its CSR initiatives, Bharat Forge has driven remarkable advancements
across 108 villages, focusing on areas such as drinking water availability,
reservoirs, irrigation infrastructure, healthcare, modern educational facilities,
organic farming, livestock management, biodiversity conservation, rainwater
harvesting, and energy-efficient solutions.
Recent Award
e OPCW The Hague Award 2024 - Indian Chemical Council
e JCB Prize 2024 - Upamanyu Chatterjee (for Lorenzo Searches for the
Meaning of Life book)
Global Peace Award For Indian-American Minority Welfare - Narendra
Modi
FABA Lifetime Achievement Award 2024 - Dr. Soumya Swaminathan
Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay NIF Book Prize - Ashok Gopal (for A Part
Apart: The Life and Thought of B R Ambedkar)
52. Former Director of Vijay Shanker passed away at the age of

76.
& qd Fezre faorg 2iee 371 76 99 31 3y | e gt

(a) Enforcement Directorate

(b) National Investigation Agency

(c) Intelligence Bureau

(d) Criminal Investigation Department

(e) Central Bureau of Investigation

Ans. e

Sol. Former CBI director Vijay Shanker passes away

Former CBI director Vijay Shanker passed away at the age of 76.

A 1969-batch IPS officer of the Uttar Pradesh cadre, Shanker headed the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) from December 12, 2005 to July 31, 2008.
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During Shanker's tenure as CBI director, the agency took over the infamous
Aarushi-Hemraj double murder case.

As additional director of CBI, he supervised the extradition of gangster Abu
Salem and actor Monika Bedi from Portugal and the investigation into the Telgi
scam.

Before being appointed CBI director, Shanker headed the National Disaster
Response Force, and Civil Defence and Home Guards.

He served as inspector general in the Border Security Force and was posted in
Jammu and Kashmir at the peak of militancy in the 1990s.a

Shanker also headed the Sashastra Seema Bal which guards the country's
borders with Nepal and Bhutan.

53. Nurse Maria Victoria Juan has been honoured with the Aster Guardians
Global Nursing Award 2024. She is from which country?

= wrivar fageiivar Fom & ter Misad taaa AR 3@ars 2024 & wwTG
fovar mar 31 9 frw dwr A 92

(a) India

(b) Nepal

(c) Bhutan

(d) Philippines

(e) Afghanistan

Ans.d

Sol. Nurse Maria Victoria Juan from Philippines Wins the Prestigious Aster
Guardians Global Nursing Award 2024

Nurse Maria Victoria Juan from Philippines, a Consultant at Philippines Army
Health Services and Colonel, Reserve Force of the Armed Forces of the
Philippines, has been honoured with of the Aster Guardians Global Nursing
Award 2024.

She was awarded USD 250,000 at a prestigious award ceremony held in
Bengaluru, India.

Launched in 2021, the Aster Guardians Global Nursing Award recognizes the
critical role of nurses in healthcare. This year, over 78,000 applications were
received from 202 countries, marking a 50% increase from 2023.

About Aster DM Healthcare

Founded in 1987 by Dr. Azad Moopen, Aster DM Healthcare is a leading
integrated healthcare provider, across seven countries

54. In December 2024, Mahindra Finance has entered into a strategic corporate
agency agreement with which insurance company to offer Mahindra Finance
customers a variety of tailored insurance solutions across motor and non-motor
segments?
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fedaR 2024 A, g wgAd A fow 91 Hu-t & 1Y WIS HraRe Toldt
wHEiar i, @i Afgs Brsa & uree! ot Aier R IR-Hiex &= A faftm
UPR & = ST GHIY UM P o1 gadb?
(a) Bajaj Allianz General Insurance
(b) Bharti AXA General Insurance
(c) Kotak Mahindra Life Insurance
(d) Life Insurance Corporation of India
(e) Magma HDI General Insurance
Ans. e
Sol. Mahindra Finance and Magma HDI General Insurance Partner to Boost
Financial Access for Emerging India
Mahindra Finance, a leading non-banking financial company (NBFC), has
entered into a strategic corporate agency agreement with Magma HDI General
Insurance Company, a rising name in India’s general insurance sector.
This collaboration aims to provide a diverse range of tailor-made insurance
solutions to Mahindra Finance customers, spanning motor and non-motor
segments.
By leveraging Mahindra Finance’s extensive rural reach and Magma HDI’s
insurance expertise, the partnership aims to enhance customer experience etc.
MD & CEO of Mahindra Finance- Raul Rebello
MD & CEO of Magma HDI General Insurance - Rajive Kumaraswami
Recent MoUs Signed in Banking Sector
e Razorpay Partners with MHA to Fortify India’s Digital Payments
Ecosystem
Liberty General Insurance Join Hands with Profectus Capital to Empower
MSMEs
Indusind Bank and BFIL partnered with Ministry of Agriculture to
Empower Farmer Producer Organizations
IFC to partner with Bajaj Finance to pump in $400 mn for climate finance
Tata Power Renewable, Indusind Bank partner to finance solar projects
Solex Energy partnered with SBI to offer solar financing options for
commercial, industrial, and institutional customers.
55. India has signed the Supply Chain Resilience Agreement (Pillar-1I) in
November 2023 under the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity
(IPEF), the Agreement seeks to strengthen supply chain crucial for national
security and economic stability. IPEF has how many member countries?

YR 1 7R 2023 # g81-Ufifhe sHIA1H® BHaD BIR AR (IPEF) & d8d
3mgfef gae TteTu SR (FH-11) W FHIER fHY 3, a5 FHsiar Ig1a R
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3R enffer fRRaT & fore wgayut Smyfd yRae Y AeTgd BT aTedr 81 IPEF &
foha wewa qw 87

(@5

(b) 8

(c) 10

(d) 14

(e) 18

Ans.d

Sol. Supply chain council formed under Indo-Pacific agreement with US as
Chair, India Vice-Chair

India signed the Supply Chain Resilience Agreement (Pillar-1l) in November
2023 under the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF), a 14-
member plurilateral grouping in the region.

The Agreement seeks to strengthen the supply chain crucial for national
security and economic stability. The Agreement came into force on February 24,
2024.

Under the Agreement, a Supply Chain Council (SCC) has been set up with the US
as Chair and India as Vice-Chair.

IPEF partners represent approximately 40 per cent of the global GDP, and 28 per
cent of global goods and services trade, making it crucial for international trade
dynamics.

The Agreement seeks to strengthen economic, commercial, and trade
relationships among enterprises in the economies of the Parties and improve
supply chain resilience in critical sectors. Article 6.10 of the Agreement also
encourages private sector engagement to improve the resilience, efficiency,
productivity, sustainability inclusivity etc. of IPEF supply chains.

Further, two MoUs have also been signed by the Department of Commerce with
the USA in the last two years: one in the sector of semiconductors and the other
in the sector of critical minerals both of which are a strong step towards
securing India.

This information has been provided by the Union Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry, Shri Jitin Prasada in a written reply in the Lok Sabha.
56. Consider the following options regarding the Mahila Samman Savings
Certificate Scheme (MSSC) and identify the INCORRECT option in this regard.
AfgdT T S9d YHTITYS FieHT (MSSC) & IR | fFafafed fawe o faar a3
3R 39 Ty A Tad APy $t uga= B}

(a) Mahila Samman Savings Certificate Scheme (MSSC) was launched in March
2023.
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(b) 43,30,121 accounts have been opened under the scheme as of October 10,
2024.
(c) The account under this MSSC shall be opened by a woman for herself, or by
the guardian on behalf of a minor girl, on or before 31st March, 2025.
(d) The facility of partial withdrawal and premature closure on compassionate
grounds are also available under this Scheme.
(e) The interest rate for MSSC is 8.5% p.a. which is compounded quarterly and
credited to the account
Ans. e
Sol. Over 43.30 lakh accounts opened under Mahila Samman Savings Certificate
Scheme till Oct 31
The Mahila Samman Savings Certificate Scheme (MSSC) was launched in March
2023 exclusively for women and minor girls to promote financial independence
by allowing attractive interest rates and to help achieve objectives of financial
inclusion set by the government.
In a written response to a question in Rajya Sabha, Union Minister of State for
Finance Shri Pankaj Chaudhary said that 43,30,121 accounts have been opened
under the scheme as of October 10, 2024.
The scheme was launched by the Government to promote financial
independence of the woman of the country by allowing attractive rate of
interest and to also help in achieving objectives of financial inclusion as set by
Government of India.
The account under this MSSC shall be opened by a woman for herself, or by the
guardian on behalf of a minor girl, on or before 31st March, 2025.
Salient features of the schemes-
e The account may be opened with a minimum deposit of ¥1000/- and a
maximum deposit of ¥2 Lakhs for a tenure of two years only.
The interest rate for MSSC is 7.5% p.a. which is compounded quarterly
and credited to the account.
The facility of partial withdrawal and premature closure on
compassionate grounds are also available under this Scheme.
57. As a part of the Government of India’s Action Plan for Viksit Bharat@2047,
the Department of Chemicals and Petrochemicals launched the first training
programme on “Chemical and Petrochemical Industrial Safety” at

mwaﬂmm@zonwm%w YR & =9 H, I91a
3R UgHfiea fAurT = # YA iR deib e shenfie
GR&T" TR gl UIRI&0r SrdshH Y= foar|

(a) Mumbai
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(b) Chennai

(c) Indore

(d) Ahmedabad

(e) New Delhi

Ans.d

Sol. Government Launches Training Program on Chemical and Petrochemical
Industrial Safety

As part of the Viksit Bharat@2047 initiative, the Department of Chemicals and
Petrochemicals has introduced its first training program on “Chemical and
Petrochemical Industrial Safety” in Ahmedabad, Gujarat.

The program, themed “Safety First, Sustainability Always: Protecting People
and Planet,” was held at the Central Institute of Petrochemical Engineering &
Technology (CIPET): Institute of Petrochemicals Technology (IPT).

This program is part of a series of training initiatives organized by the
Department of Industrial Chemical Safety to enhance safety and security across
all identified Major Accident Hazard (MAH) units in the country. Currently,
there are 2,393 such units.

Over the next five years, a total of 48 training sessions will be conducted to
address the needs of these units, with eight scheduled for the remainder of the
current financial year.

58. Which telecom operator has signed a multi-year, multi-billion-dollar
agreement with Swedish telecom equipment provider Ericsson to extend its 4G
and 5G contracts?

5 EREAR SITIRER A U+ 4G 3R 56 FEU &1 AR Fe & g W=
magmmqmq%muag -qufg, 3REl TR & AHSD TR TR
fu ¢

(a) Reliance Jio

(b) Bharti Airtel

(c) Vodafone Idea

(d) BSNL

(e) MTNL

Ans. b

Sol. Bharti Airtel signs multi-billion deal with Ericsson for 4G, 5G expansion
Bharti Airtel, India’s second-largest telecom operator, has signed a multi-year,
multi-billion-dollar agreement with Swedish telecom equipment provider
Ericsson to extend its 4G and 5G contracts.

As per the new contract, Ericsson will deploy centralised RAN and Open RAN-
ready solutions for network transformation which will help customers with
wider coverage and enhanced capacity on the network.
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Ericsson will also undertake the software upgrade of its currently deployed 4G
radios thereby enhancing the customer experience.

This move aligns with Airtel’s strategy to bolster its 4G and 5G infrastructure
and upgrade feature phone users in critical regions, amid fierce competition
from Reliance Jio and Vodafone Idea. Vodafone Idea is expanding its 4G
services and preparing for a 5G rollout by March.

59. On December 4, the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), India’s
premier investigating agency tasked with protecting the country’s economic
interests, celebrated its 67th year of establishment. The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) is under which Ministry of the Government of India?

4 fedsR &1, Tora it fAe=merd (DRI), YR 1 UHa o Toidl, ford ¢x1 &
i fdl &1 Y& HIA BT ST HIUT 7T 7, 7 - RITIAT & 67d a9 BT 9Y
TR | IS et fAERIad (DRI) YR WRBR & {69 wared & e 82

(a) Ministry of Home Affairs

(b) Ministry of Finance

(c) Ministry of External Affairs

(d) Ministry of Defence

(e) Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology

Ans. b

Sol. DRI to celebrate 67 yrs of service: Fortifying India's economic frontlines
On December 4, the Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI), India’s premier
investigative agency tasked with safeguarding the nation’s economic interests,
celebrates its 67th year of establishment.

Although the genesis of DRI can be traced to 1953 with the formation of the
Central Revenue Intelligence Board, DRI was carved out as a specialised agency
in 1957, with the primary objective of curbing the smuggling of goods,
particularly contraband like gold, drugs, and other prohibited items.

Operating under the Department of Revenue (DoR) until June 1970, DRI was
placed under the Ministry of Home Affairs for a brief period before being
assigned to the Cabinet Secretariat.

In 1977, it was once again brought under the Ministry of Finance (DoR), where
it continues to function today.

The Directorate General of GST Intelligence (formerly the Directorate General of
Anti-Evasion/Directorate General of Central Excise Intelligence), which oversees
goods and services tax-related intelligence work, and the Narcotics Control
Bureau, before being established as specialised agencies, were also carved out
from DRI.

60. International Day of Banks is observed every year on December 4. What is
the theme of International Day of Banks 2024?
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RTPTA 9 faw 83 T 4 fadaR o) 7T oIt 7| SieRTPIa 9@ feaw 2024 F1
fawg w32

(a) Achieving sustainable development goals

(b) Promoting global financial inclusion

(c) Aligning with global development goals

(d) Empowering Sustainable Development Through Finance.

(e) Achieve the Sustainable Development Goals and reform the global financial
architecture

Ans.d

Sol. 4 December - International Day of Banks

International Day of Banks is observed every year on December 4.

The day draws attention to the key functions that the banking system performs
for the sustainable development of the countries and the globe as a whole. It
commemorates the 2015 United Nations General Assembly resolution 74/245
which was passed on December 19, 2019.

Theme 2024 - Empowering Sustainable Development Through Finance.

The banks play an essential role in financial SDG projects in areas that include
decent work and economic growth (SDG 8), business innovation (SDG 9),
reduced inequality (SDG 10), and partnership for the delivery of the goals (SDG
17).

It is common during financial crises for development banks to come in and
provide all the funding that the private sector may lack.

61. India's total external debt has increased by $ 31 billion to in
2023, according to World Bank International Debt Report.

fay o Y sia=igia U1 NUld & SrguR, HRA 71 Pa faeeh 3071 2023 7 31
faferas sTer sgax & T gl

(@) $ 346.79 billion

(b) $ 446.79 billion

(c) $ 546.79 billion

(d) $ 646.79 billion

(e) $ 746.79 billion

Ans.d

Sol. India's external debt rises by $31 bn to $647 bn in 2023: World Bank report
India's total external debt has increased by $ 31 billion to $ 646.79 billion in
2023, according to World Bank International Debt Report.

The report further said that interest payment increased from $ 15.08 billion in
2022 to $ 22.54 billion in 2023.

While the long-term debt stocks have risen 7 per cent to $ 498 billion in 2023,
short-term debt stocks declined marginally to $ 126.32 billion in 2023.
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According to the report, external debt stock as percentage of exports was 80
per cent, while debt servicing was 10 per cent of exports in 2023.

The World Bank International Debt Report, 2024, further said that net debt
inflows during the year worked out to be $ 33.42 billion, while the net equity
inflows was higher at $ 46.94 billion in 2023

62. Which country has been identified as the world’s major target of mobile
malware attacks by the Zscaler ThreatLabz 2024 Mobile loT and OT Threat
Report 2024?

Zscaler ThreatLabz 2024 HISTSd loT 3R OT WaRT RUIE 2024 §RT AIATgd AAAAR
BHd! & fore g & uRa dea & U A f6y 3 FY g & E 82

(a) India

(b) USA

(c) Japan

(d) South Korea

(e) China

Ans. a

Sol. India emerges as Prime Global Target for Mobile Malware Attacks
According to a recently published Zscaler ThreatLabz 2024 Mobile loT and OT
Threat report, India has emerged as the most targeted country for mobile
malware attacks.

The Report, published by the cloud security company Zscaler Inc. on 3rd
December 2024, analysed security attacks by hackers on mobile and 1oT/OT
from June 2023 to May 2024.

28 % of the attacks on mobile phones in the world were reported from India.
After India, the United States was second, followed by Canada, South Africa,
and the Netherlands.

In the 2023 report, India was ranked third in the world after the United States
and Canada. The United States remains the top target of Internet of Things
(loT) device attacks, followed by Singapore, the United Kingdom, Germany, and
Canada.

Within the Asia Pacific region, India accounted for 66.5% of mobile malware
attacks. Within the Asia Pacific region, India was ranked seventh as the origin of
the malware. Last year, it was ranked fifth.

The major source of the origin of the malware in the Asia Pacific region was
Singapore, followed by China and South Korea.

About malware

Malware, or malicious software, is a type of programme or file that steals data
and damages or destroys the computer and its system. Cybercriminals or
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hackers use malware. Common types of malware are computer viruses, worms,
spyware, Trojan horses, and ransomware.

63. Where was the 2nd India-United Kingdom 2+2 Foreign and Defence
Dialogue held?

THRT YRA-gAT3eS fhirew 2+2 fadwr 3R e ware sl smafera favar mar
(a) New Delhi

(b) Mumbai

(c) Bengaluru

(d) Hyderabad

(e) Chennai

Ans. a

Sol. 2nd India-UK 2+2 Foreign and Defence Dialogue held in New Delhi

The second India and the United Kingdom 2+2 Foreign and Defence Dialogue
was held in New Delhi.

The first was held in New Delhi in October 2023, and both countries have
agreed to hold their third Dialogue next year in the United Kingdom.

The 2+2 Foreign and Defence Dialogue is different from the 2+2 Foreign and
Defence Minister Dialogue.

The 2+2 Foreign and Defence dialogue is a Senior official-level mechanism for
discussing and reviewing all aspects of the India-UK Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership.

The 2+2 Foreign and Defence Minister Dialogue is a ministerial-level discussion
just below in importance, the summit-level meeting between the Prime
Ministers of India and the United Kingdom.

64. Who is the first Indian to win a medal in the Asian Esports Games?
uRraTé $iida Qell § T siaa a1a ued URA ST

(a) Parul Tyagi

(b) Shikha Goel

(c) Ahmad Muhaimin

(d) Ankit Gupta

(e) Pavan Kampelli

Ans. e

Sol. Pavan Kampelli wins historic maiden Medal at Asian Esports Games
India’s Pavan Kampelli has made history by securing a bronze medal in
eFootball at the 2024 Asian Esports Games held in Bangkok.

Pavan Kampelli also nicknamed “Mr Tomboy".

Pavan Kampelli won a historic bronze medal for India in the e-football event.
He defeated 2022 eFootball World Finals Winner (Mobile), Asgard Azizi of
Indonesia, 2-1, to win the bronze medal.
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Pawan Kampelli won a $ 500 cash prize for his bronze medal win in the Games.
Also, for the first time, an Indian has won a medal in an international e-football
event.
Nattawat Namburee of Team Thailand won the gold medal, and Malaysia’s
Ahmad Muhaimin “Minbappe” Abdul Razak won the silver.
Esports is becoming popular in the world, where players play games over the
internet through electronic devices like mobile phones. gaming consoles etc.
The International Olympic Committee will host the inaugural Olympic Esports
Games in Saudi Arabia in 2025.
About Asian Esports Games and Final Medal Tally
e The Asian Esports Games was organised by the Asian Electronic Sports
Federation and was hosted by the Thailand Esports Federation with
support from the Thailand government in Bangkok, Thailand
One hundred seventy-nine athletes from 29 countries from Asia
participated in the Asian Esports Games.
e Thailand topped the medal chart with 2 gold medals.
65. Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah of Namibia's ruling SWAPO party has been
elected president and will be the country's first. femaleleader. Namibia became
independent from which country in 1990?

ArffaaT #1 §WReg SWAPO UTE] @t Agwl Adl-Adadr St Iryufd g1 11 § SR
98 o1 B1 Ugdl afgar Adr g1t | ArRfaaT 1990 & fhd <=1 A T gaim U

(a) Zimbabwe

(b) Botswana

(c) Angola

(d) Zambia

(e) South Africa

Ans. e

Sol. Namibia elects Nandi-Ndaitwah as country'’s first female President
Netumbo Nandi-Ndaitwah of Namibia's ruling SWAPO party has been elected
president and will be the country’s first female leader.

Nandi-Ndaitwah, 72, is the current vice president. Her victory will extend
SWAPO's 34 years in power since it led Namibia to independence from
apartheid South Africa in 1990.

She received roughly 57 per cent of valid votes in the presidential race,
according to a breakdown given by the Electoral Commission of Namibia.
Nandi-Ndaitwah needed to secure more than 50 per cent of the votes to secure
a win.
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She joined SWAPO in the 1960s when it was fighting for independence and has
served in numerous senior roles including foreign minister in the democratic
era.
About Namibia

e Capital - Windhoek

e Currency - Namibian dollar, South African rand

e Prime Minister — Saara Kuugongelwa

o Official language — English
66. In a significant development, an MoU was renewed for how many years
between the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and the Department of Posts for
the continued accessibility of passport services through the Post Office
Passport Seva Kendras (POPSKs) in December 2024?
TP Hea Ul ge-TshH H, faHar 2024 # STHER URTUIE |aT H&El (POPSKs) &
AT | UTHUIE Jarsil @1 fAar uga & e fad= @ared (MEA) $iR 1% faumT
& 9 fpaq auf & forw ue gHeNaT J1u= &1 Adi-eur farar wam?

(a) 2 years

(b) 3 years

(c) 5 years

(d) 7 years

(e) 10 years

Ans. c

Sol. MOU renew between MEA and Department of Posts for Post Office
Passport Seva Kendra Service Enhancement

In a significant development, an MoU was renewed for five years between the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) and the Department of Posts for the
continued accessibility of passport services through the Post Office Passport
Seva Kendras (POPSKs).

Launched in 2017, the Post Office Passport Seva Kendras (POPSKs) service has
been instrumental in facilitating passport-related services to over 1.52 Crore
citizens, particularly in rural and underserved areas, ensuring wider accessibility
to passport services for citizens across India.

The network of Post Office Passport Seva Kendras (POPSKs) has grown
significantly over the years, with 442 centres currently operational nationwide.
As part of this initiative, the number of Passport Seva Kendra’s is planned to be
extended to 600 centres across the country by 2028-29, ensuring greater
accessibility and convenience for citizens expanding the annual customer base
from 35 lakh to 1 crore over the next five years.
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This initiative reflects the collaborative effort of both ministries to improving
the citizen experience by ensuring a seamless, accessible, and efficient passport
issuance process.

67. Consider the following options regarding the Anna Chakra platform that the
Union government recently launched and Identify the INCORRECT option.

&% WHR gRI 319 81 | di-d fhY Y 3 I WewH & ar A Fafafad fawal
W faR S 3R Terd fawer &t uga= a¥

(a) The Union government has unveiled '‘Anna Chakra’, a groundbreaking
supply chain optimization tool for the Public Distribution System (PDS).

(b) It has been developed with the World Food Programme and lIT-Kanpur.

(c) Preliminary assessments across 30 states project annual cost savings of Rs
250 crore with a Rs 58-crore reduction in quantity-kilometer metrics.

(d) The government also launched the SCAN (Subsidy Claim Application for
NFSA) portal.

(e) All are correct

Ans. b

Sol. Govt launches 'Anna Chakra' platform to optimise PDS supply chain

Food and Consumer Affairs Minister Pralhad Joshi has unveiled 'Anna Chakra’, a
groundbreaking supply chain optimization tool for the Public Distribution
System (PDS).

Developed in partnership with the World Food Programme and lIT-Delhi, the
system leverages advanced algorithms to optimize foodgrain movement across
the country'’s logistics network.

The initiative covers 4.37 lakh Fair Price Shops and 6,700 warehouses, targeting
the country's food security programme serving 81 crore beneficiaries.
Preliminary assessments across 30 states project annual cost savings of Rs 250
crore with a Rs 58-crore reduction in quantity-kilometer metrics.

The tool integrates with the Railways' Freight Operations Information System
and the PM Gati Shakti platform, marking a significant technological upgrade.
The Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution and New
& Renewable Energy, Shri Pralhad Joshi launched ‘Anna Chakra’, the Public
Distribution System (PDS) Supply chain optimisation tool and SCAN (Subsidy
Claim Application for NFSA) portal a significant step towards modernizing the
Public Distribution System and subsidy claim mechanisms of the States.
Simultaneously, Joshi launched the SCAN (Subsidy Claim Application for NFSA)
portal, a single-window system for states to submit and process food subsidy
claims, promising streamlined workflow automation.

The portal will ensure end-to-end workflow automation of all the processes for
release and settlement of food subsidy using rule-based processing.
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68. The Government of India has signed a $50 million loan agreement with the
Asian Development Bank (ADB) for climate-resilient water security in which
state?

YR PR A 5T 70 ¥ Taag- g od JR&T & e vl faem 96
(ADB) & WY 50 e STer & 1 aogiia IR gw1eR fPe 32
(a) Manipur
(b) Meghalaya
(c) Tripura
(d) Assam
(e) Sikkim
Ans. b
Sol. India, ADB sign $50 million loan for climate-resilient water security in
Meghalaya
The Government of India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) have signed a
$50 million loan agreement to strengthen water security in Meghalaya by
constructing climate-adaptive water-harvesting systems.
The initiative aims to improve access to water, reduce community vulnerability
to climate change, and promote sustainable development in the state.
The project aligns with the Meghalaya State Water Policy (MSWP) 2019, which
seeks to achieve sustainable development, management, and utilisation of the
state's water resources through a participatory approach, reduce vulnerability,
and promote integrated water resource management.
The project will support the construction of 532 small water storage facilities
across 12 districts. These facilities will incorporate climate-resilient designs to
capture and manage heavy rainfall and flash floods during monsoon season.
The stored water shall improve water security during the dry season.
The project will develop 3,000 hectares of command area to provide reliable
irrigation areas for farmers. It will establish 50 weather stations for climate data
gathering and monitoring, and micro-irrigation systems in Garo, Jaintia, and
Khasi regions. The project will also pilot-test renewable energy micro-
hydropower in three WHSs.
Recent Loan approved by ADB
e India and ADB sign $98 million loan agreement to boost horticulture
productivity
Tata Power ties up with ADB for $4.25 bn to finance clean energy projects
India and ADB signed a $200 million loan to help upgrade water supply,
sanitation, urban mobility, and other urban services in the state of
Uttarakhand.
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India and ADB sign $434.25 million for solar facility in Assam
India and ADB sign $50 million to improve water resources management,
access to water, and community resilience to the effects of climate
change in Meghalaya.
India and ADB sign 530 crore to boost drinking water supply in 12 cities of
Tripura state
69. Union government has approved how much rupees grants each for 7
startups in technical textiles to boost innovation and sustainability in December
2024?
¥ PR A TR 2024 & TR MR FRRAT &) 9¢1a1 31 & forg dav-ia! awl
# 7 wIEAHT & 1Ty 3t fa T & e &I Hedt & 82
(a) 10 lakh
(b) 20 lakh
(c) 40 lakh
(d) 50 lakh
(e) 1 crore
Ans. d
Sol. Centre approves ¥50 lakh grants each for 7 startups in technical textiles to
boost innovation and sustainability
The Ministry of Textiles has approved the startups in Technical Textiles to boost
innovation and sustainability and to foster transformative developments that
will shape the industry’s future.
Secretary of the Ministry of Textiles Rachna Shah has said this while chairing
the 7th meeting of the Empowered Programme Committee of the National
Technical Textiles Mission in New Delhi.
The National Technical Textiles Mission’s Grant for Research and
Entrepreneurship across Aspiring Innovators in Technical Textiles encourages
young innovators, scientists, technologists, and startup ventures in the field of
Technical Textiles to translate their ideas into commercial products and make
India self-reliant.
The Empowered Programme Committee has approved 7 startup proposals
under the GREAT scheme. The Government is providing a maximum fund
support of Rs 50 lakhs per startup.
As of date, 8 startup proposals have been approved under NTTM, focusing on
sustainability, composites, high-performance textiles, Meditech, and smart
textiles, driving significant advancements in these crucial areas.
70. In December 2024, India signed an MoU with which country to establish a
Joint Commission for Cooperation at the Foreign Minister's level?
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feua 2024 ®, URa A faewr =i TR W TeahT & fore dyad T wTfud s+
¥ fore for 33 & ATy U TuEiaT 909 W geR B
(a) Kuwait
(b) Bahrain
(c) Jordan
(d) Libya
(e) Kyrgyzstan
Ans. a
Sol. India & Kuwait sign MoU to set up Joint Commission for Cooperation
India and Kuwait have signed an MoU to establish a Joint Commission for
Cooperation at the Foreign Minister level to strengthen bilateral ties.
The MoU was signed between both countries during Kuwait's Foreign Minister
Abdullah Ali Al Yahya's visit. This was the first visit to India by Abdullah Ali Al
Yahya as Kuwait's Foreign Minister.
The agreement outlines the formation of new Joint Working Groups in sectors
including trade, investment, education, technology, agriculture, security, and
culture, and these groups will operate under the JCC to review and monitor
bilateral relations between the two nations.
Recently India signed MoUs with others countries
e India UK sign agreement on Electric Propulsion System for Indian Navy
¢ India, Algeria sign MoU on bilateral defence cooperation
e India and Colombia sign Audio-Visual Co-Production Agreement to boost film
co-production and cultural tie
India and Jamaica signed four MoU to strengthen and boost their bilateral
relationships.
India and Republic of Uzbekistan sign Bilateral Investment Treaty in Tashken
India and Bhutan Deepen Cooperation on Food Safety and Regulatory
Standards
71. India has defeated which team in the final to win the 11th Men's Hockey
Junior Asia Cup 2024?
YR 7 11d IS G AR TR HY 2024 & BT H (6 EH Y qRIH
f&rare sitar 32
(a) Japan
(b) Malaysia
(c) Bangladesh
(d) South Korea
(e) Pakistan
Ans. e
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Sol. India wins 5th Men's Hockey Junior Asia Cup after Defeating Pakistan
The Indian Men'’s Junior Hockey team crushed Pakistan 5-3 in the final of the
11th Men's Hockey Junior Asia Cup 2024 to win the Men's Hockey Junior Asia
Cup title for a record fifth time.
The 11th Men's Hockey Junior Asia Cup 2024 final was played at Muscat,
Oman.
This was the fifth title win for the India team in the Men's Hockey Junior Asia
Cup. Before their win in the 2024 edition, the Indian team had won the title in
2023, 2015, 2008 and 2004.
The title win in Muscat was also a promising start to the career of the legendary
former Indian goalkeeper PR Sreejesh as the Men’s Hockey team coach.
About 11th Men's Hockey Junior Asia Cup 2024
e The 11th edition of the Men's Hockey Junior Asia Cup 2024 was
organised by the Asian Hockey Federation, the sports governing body in
Asia.
It was hosted by the Oman Hockey Association in Muscat. The
tournament was open to players under 21 years of age.
Ten teams participated in the tournament and were grouped into A and
B
Group A: India, Thailand, Chinese Taipei (Taiwan), South Korea and
Japan
Group B: Pakistan, Malaysia, China, Oman and Bangladesh.
India progressed to the final by defeating Malaysia 3-1 in the semifinal,
while Pakistan defeated Japan 4-2 in the other semifinals to reach the
final.
72. Australian's Neale Fraser passed away recently at.the age'of 91. He was
related to which sport?

e feraT & et ok &1 g1a 81 | 91 a9 &t oy | e 8t an| a8 fra wa
Haferd &2

(a) Football

(b) Tennis

(c) Cricket

(d) Golf

(e) Badminton

Ans. b

Sol. Australian tennis great Neale Fraser dies aged 91

Australian tennis great Neale Fraser, who won 19 Grand Slam titles, has died
aged 91.
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The former world number one lifted three major singles titles, including
Wimbledon in 1960, together with 16 Grand Slam doubles crowns.

In 1959 he won all three US titles -- singles, doubles and mixed -- at Forest Hills
and led Australia to glory in the Davis Cup, a competition he became
synonymous with and captained his country in.

73. In December 2024, Morgan Stanley lowered India's GDP growth target for
FY25 to how much per cent from 6.7%?

fedar 2024 ¥, A W=elt A fow adf 25 & g WRa & S e aga 1

6.7% I TR fhaq ufersra & faam
(a) 6.6%

(b) 6.5%

(c) 6.4%

(d) 6.3%

(e) 6.2%

Ans.d

Sol. India's GDP growth aim for FY25 further slashed to 6.3% by Morgan
Stanley.

Morgan Stanley has again cut its GDP growth projection for India to 6.3 percent
for this fiscal year, down from its earlier estimate of 6.7 per cent.

This come days after India’'s GDP slowed to a seven quarter low in the July-

September quarter. Morgan Stanley had cut India's growth target for FY25 to
6.7% earlier in November and ahead of the Q2 GDP data.

India’s GDP growth slowed to 5.4 per cent year-on-year (YoY) in the July-
September quarter of 2024, marking its lowest level since March 2023.

This was below the 6.7 per cent growth seen in the previous quarter and also
fell short of Morgan Stanley’s forecast of 6.3 per cent, as well as the consensus
estimate of 6.5 per cent.

Updated GDP List

e Morgan Stanley - 6.3% (FY25)
e Moody Ratings - 7.2% (CY24)
o S&P-6.8% (FY25), 6.9% (FY26), 7% (FY27)
e IMF-7% (FY25), 6.5% (FY26)
World Bank — 7% (FY25)
Moody's — 7.1% (CY24), 6.5% (CY25)
ADB - 7% (FY24), 7.2%(FY25)
Goldman Sachs — 6.7% (CY24), 6.4% (CY24)
SBl - 7%
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74. World Soil Day (WSD) is observed every year on 5 December. What is the
theme of World Soil Day?

fay wer feaw (wsp) &= 914 5 R & v ran 81 fay et feaw &1 fawg
T &2

(a) Soil and Water: A Souce of Life

(b) Soils: Where food begins

(c) Halt Soil Salinization, Boost Soil Productivity

(d) Keep soil alive, Protect soil biodiversity

(e) Soil is Life

Ans. e

Sol. 5 December - World Soil Day

World Soil Day (WSD) is observed every year on 5 December.

Objective - To raise awareness about the critical role soil plays in our lives.
Theme 2024 - Soil is Life

World Soil Day serves as a global reminder of the need to address soil health
challenges. Initiated by the International Union of Soil Sciences in 2002 and
officially endorsed by the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organisation
(FAO) in 2014, this observance calls for governments, communities, and
individuals to take concrete steps toward sustainable soil management.

75. Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) Devendra Gangadharrao Fadnavis was sworn
in as the Chief Minister of Maharashtra for the third time. In the 2024
Maharashtra Legislative Assembly election, Devendra Fadnavis won from which
legislative assembly constituencies?

HRATA ST UTET (HTSTUT) & qds TR BSUrda A JH st IR HERTY &
qETHAl & w0 § W0y | 2024 & HERTY fAU AHT 19, Ja=5 BSAd19 A
e Ry gyt fafes &= 9 oita 1l @12

(a) Amravati

(b) Wardha

(c) Nagpur South

(d) Nagpur South West

(e) Aurangabad East

Ans. d

Sol. Devendra Fadnavis sworn in as Maharashtra CM for 3rd time

Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP) Devendra Gangadharrao Fadnavis was sworn in
as the Chief Minister of Maharashtra for the third time.

In a ceremony held at the Azad Maidan of Mumbai, Governor C P
Radhakrishnan administered the oath of office to Devendra Fadnavis.
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Along with Devendra Fadnavis, two deputy Chief Ministers, Eknath Shinde of
Shiv Sena and Ajit Pawar of the Nationalist Congress Party, were also sworn in
as Deputy CM.
He succeeded his alliance partner Eknath Shinde of the Shiv Sena as the new
Chief Minister of Maharashtra.
He was sworn in as the 21st Chief Minister of Maharastra and is the second
Brahmin after Shiv Sena’s Manohar Joshi to be the Chief Minister of
Maharashtra.
BJP emerged as the largest party with 132 seats in the 288 Maharashtra
Legislative Assembly.
Devendra Fadnavis won his Nagpur South West assembly seat by over 39,000
votes, defeating Prafulla Gudadhe of the Congress party.
About Maharashtra

e Capital - Mumbai

e Chief Minister - Devendra Fadnavis (3™ time)

e Deputy Chief Minister - Eknath Sindhe & Ajit Pawar

e Governor - C P Radhakrishnan

e Legislative Assembly Seats - 288
76. Which initiative developed by the Reserve Bank Innovation Hub (RBIH)
leverages Al and machine learning to address the issue of mule bank accounts
used for financial frauds, being piloted with public sector banks?

f¥ord 9 s19%E g9 (RBIH) gRT faafa @19 i uga, foxiu uRarus) & forg
IR fHT o1 918 =R S @Il & e, &1 50 $31 & e Al 3R #a=fiq afa
®1 A1 IoTd! 3, o wrdwife &3 & 91 & ary " fbar s 31 32

(a) ZeroFraud.ai

(b) model.ai

(c) rbimini.ai

(d) MuleHunter.ai

(e) rbih.ai

Ans. d

Sol. RBI Innovation Hub develops MuleHunter.ai to combat mule account fraud
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das said that the Reserve
Bank Innovation Hub has developed an Al/ML-based model, MuleHunter.ai,
which will be used to address the issue of mule bank accounts being used to
commit financial frauds.

As part of the Reserve Bank’s continued efforts to prevent and mitigate digital
frauds, an innovative Al/ML-based model, namely MuleHunter.ai, has been
developed by the Reserve Bank Innovation Hub (RBIH), Bengaluru. This will
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help banks deal with the issue of mule bank accounts expeditiously and reduce
digital frauds.

The RBI has taken several measures to prevent and mitigate digital frauds in the
financial sector, including the issuance of cybersecurity and cyber fraud
prevention guidelines, among others. According to the RBI, fraudsters use
money mule accounts to channel the proceeds of frauds.

As a countermeasure, the RBI is also currently running a hackathon on the
theme “Zero Financial Frauds,” which includes a specific problem statement on
mule accounts, to encourage the development of innovative solutions to
contain the use of mule accounts.

77. Which cloud system provider has partnered with Data Science Wizards
(DSW), a deep-tech Al platform company, to launch a fully managed Insurance
Al Cloud Platform tailored for the Indian insurance industry?

e T Riew wemEaT A URdR §91 39 & g duR fPT e v i @R @
w&fia ST Al FRITSS WewIH @I dia B & g SU-2d Al WewiH St St
159 fawrsd (Dsw) & I HURfigRY 31 87

(a) Infosys

(b) TCS

(c) Neysa

(d) IBM

(e) Juspay

Ans. c

Sol. Neysa and DSW join hands to launch. Advanced Al Cloud Platform for
Indian Insurance Sector

Neysa, an Al Acceleration Cloud System provider, and Data Science Wizards
(DSW), a deep-tech Al platform company, have launched a fully managed
Insurance Al Cloud Platform tailored for the Indian insurance industry.

The platform is designed to help insurers confidently build, optimize, and
deploy Al/ML-powered digital solutions, enhancing operational efficiency, risk
management, and customer-centric innovation.

With India’s insurance penetration at a modest 4.2% of GDP in 2023, the need
for digital transformation in the sector is critical.

The platform aims to bridge this gap, offering cutting-edge Al/ML solutions to
boost consumer trust, drive efficiency, and enable insurers to scale up with
customized offerings.

78. Which rocket was used by the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) to
launch the European Space Agency’s Probe 3 spacecraft?

IR Sfaf¥er g™ WMo (F¥RN) = R siafver goiedt & v 3 siafver g™
P i B34 P [T fhy Adbe &1 sTaATa fHar U
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(a) PSLV- C 54
(b) PSLV-C59
(c) PSLV-C58
(d) PSLV-C57
(e) PSLV-C56
Ans. b
Sol. ISRO successfully launch ESA Probe 3 Spacecraft using PSLV C-59 Rocket
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) successfully launched the
European Space Agency (ESA) Probe 3 Spacecraft from the First Launch Pad,
Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC-SHAR), Sriharikota Andhra Pradesh.
The ESA Probe 3 was launched onboard ISRO’s Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle
(PSLV) C-59.
It was NewSpace India Limited's (NSIL) second successful mission in a fortnight
after the launch of the GSAT-20/ GSAT-N2 satellite aboard SpaceX's Falcon 9
rocket.
About the ESA Probe 3 Spacecraft
e The ESA Probe 3 spacecraft is a technology demonstrator of the ESA. The
spacecraft has two satellites.
It is the world’s first precision formation-flying mission in which a pair of
satellites will fly together, maintaining a fixed configuration as if they
were a single large rigid structure in space.
The satellites will study the Sun’s corona, the Sun’s outermost
atmosphere.
79. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has'recently allowed Small Finance Banks
(SFBs) to offer pre-sanctioned credit lines via the UPL. Which of the following
option is incorrect regarding this?

YR ford 8@ (RBI) A 311 8t & @Y fa<r 9l (SFB) HY UPI & ATeAW | Td-
Hipd B AEH USH B34 B 3qafa &t 81 39 "oy # 9 # @ $i4 91 fave
T 87

(a) Small Finance Banks can now provide credit products to customers through
UPI accounts.

(b) This facility was previously available only to payments banks.

(c) This initiative aims to support underserved groups, including micro-
entrepreneurs and rural businesses.

(d) bothaand b

(e) both b and ¢

Ans. b

Sol. RBI allows small finance banks to offer pre-sanctioned credit via UPI
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to permit Small Finance Banks to
extend pre-sanctioned credit lines through the UPI.

This will further deepen financial inclusion and enhance formal credit,
particularly for ‘new to credit’ customers.

Credit line on UPI was first introduced in September 2023 and was made
available through Scheduled Commercial Banks (SCBs).

This move aims to support underserved groups, including small businesses,
micro-entrepreneurs, and individuals in rural and semi-urban regions.

This development follows an important update from September 2023, when the
RBI allowed Scheduled Commercial Banks to link pre-sanctioned credit lines to
UPI accounts. Previously, this feature was unavailable to SFBs, Regional Rural
Banks, and Payments Banks.

SFBs, known for their cost-efficient, technology-driven banking solutions for
last-mile customers, will now be able to offer credit products to customers who
are ‘new-to-credit’. These products, typically involving smaller loan amounts
and shorter terms, will offer much-needed support to people and businesses
with limited access to formal credit.

80. Nagaland's major tourism and cultural festival, “Hornbill Festival”, is
celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2024, which is held every year from 1 to 10
December. Which of the following countries is not an international participant
in the Hornbill Festival this year?

ANTIAS T T Tde 3R Aipfad Io0a "gifad bieead” 2024 H ru-t 254}
TS HAT /T 7, 5N 8% 91 1 9 10 fE™iaR d@ Smaiford foan Siran 81 59 91d
giiee bieaa & FafifEd & & o9 a1y sy urfier 78 &2

(a) UK

(b) USA

(c) Peru

(d) Japan

(e) France

Ans. e

Sol. 25 years of Hornbill Festival of Nagaland

Nagaland'’s signature tourism and cultural festival, “Hornbill Festival”, is
celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2024 that is annually held from December 1
to 10.

The Hornbill Festival, also famous as the “Festivals of Festivals”, derives its
name from the elusive Hornbill bird.

The Hornbill Festival was launched in 2000 by the Nagaland government as a
celebration of Naga culture but over a period of time has grown in popularity
and stature, attracting national and international visitors.
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During the festival,17 tribes of Nagaland showcase their culture and tradition
through dances, processions, art exhibits and musical performances.

The Opening ceremony of the 25th edition of Hornbill Festival was held in the
Kisama Heritage Village on 1 December 2024 and it was inaugurated by the
Chief Minister of Nagaland Neiphiu Rio.

This year the international partners of the Hornbill Festival are the United
Kingdom, the United States, Japan, and Peru. The partner state of this year's
Hornbill festival is Sikkim.

Popular music composer A R Rahman was also a guest at the opening
ceremony.

81. In December 2024, the centre approved the release of ¥944.80 crore to
which state as two instalments of its share from the State Disaster Response
Fund (SDRF) to help the state government's relief efforts in areas ravaged by
Cyclone "Fengal"?

faiaR 2024 ¥, &5 A TshaTd "B A GG §U &A A T PR & Igd T
H UGG PR & g ISy muer ufafhar Sy (THSISRTK) ¥ 3u+ 3w 1 &t
foredl & U § 5T IST B 2944.80 TS TR HIA BT Topdl €1

(a) West Bengal

(b) Odisha

(c) Kerala

(d) Tamil Nadu

(e) Telangana

Ans.d

Sol. Centre approves ¥944 crore as Cyclone Fengal relief to Tamil Nadu,
promises more after assessment reports

The Centre has approved the release of ¥944.80 crore to Tamil Nadu as two
instalments of its share from the State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) to help
the state government's relief efforts in areas ravaged by Cyclone Fengal.
Concerning overall funds for disaster relief, the Centre claimed that more than
¥21,718.716 crore has already been released to 28 states so far, this financial
year.

This includes ¥14,878.40 crore from SDRF to 26 states, ¥4,808.32 crore from
NDREF to 18 states, ¥1,385.45 crore from the State Disaster Mitigation Fund
(SDMF) to 11 states and ¥646.546 crore from the National Disaster Mitigation
Fund (NDMF) to seven states.

82. The Union Cabinet has approved Rithala-Kundli corridor of the
Delhi Metro's Phase-1V project that will further enhance connectivity between
the national capital and neighbouring Haryana.
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FdgivsaARE A P wRu4uRae IS &9 Remar-gsdt
HINSR Bt Tt § &t B, < APk Iwreri ofk uRiY wrear sfvamn & & wud &
3R dgaR T

(a) 6.463-km

(b) 16.463-km

(c) 26.463-km

(d) 36.463-km

(e) 46.463-km

Ans. c

Sol. Union Cabinet approves Rithala-Kundli corridor of Delhi Metro

The Union Cabinet has approved the 26.463-km Rithala-Kundli corridor of the
Delhi Metro's Phase-1V project that will further enhance connectivity between
the national capital and neighbouring Haryana.

The entire stretch will comprise 21 stations, all of them elevated. The corridor is
scheduled to be completed in 4 years from the date of its sanction.

This line will be an extension of the presently operational Shaheed Sthal (New
Bus Adda) - Rithala (Red Line) corridor and will boost connectivity in the north
western parts of the national capital in areas such as Narela, Bawana, parts of
Rohini etc. This entire stretch will comprise of 21 stations.

A total of 12 metro lines of about 392 km with 288 stations are being operated
by DMRC in Delhi and NCR at present. Delhi Metro has the largest Metro
network in India and is also one of the largest Metros in the world.

83. What decision did the Reserve Bank/of India (RBI) make in its recent
monetary policy review?

YR frord §% (RBI) A 3=t giferan difges fifa weten & war fofy forar?

(a) Increased the policy repo rate to 6.7%

(b) Reduced the cash reserve ratio (CRR) by 50 bps to 4%

(c) Raised the GDP growth projection to 7%

(d) Increased the inflation projection to 5.5%

(e) Raised the cash reserve ratio (CRR) by 50 bps to 5%

Ans. b

Sol. RBI keeps rates unchanged, cuts CRR by 50 bps to 4% - MPC review

The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI’s) six-member monetary policy committee
(MPC) has decided to keep the policy repo rate unchanged at 6.5 per cent —
the status quo for an 11th straight time — maintaining a “neutral” stance.
Even as it reduced the cash reserve ratio (CRR) by 50 basis points to 4 per cent
to boost liquidity in the system, it lowered the 2024-25 gross domestic product
(GDP) growth projection to 6.6 per cent from 7.2 per cent earlier.
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The inflation projection for this financial year, meanwhile, was increased by 30
bps to 4.8 per cent.
The December policy review came against the backdrop of the GDP growth
rate declining to 5.4 per cent in the July-September quarter, and retail inflation
breaching the central bank’s tolerance band of 2-6 per cent to stand at a 14-
month high of 6.2 per cent in October. The headline retail inflation rate is
projected to reduce to the RBI’s target of 4 per cent in the second quarter of the
next financial year.
What is the Repo Rate and CRR?
*Repo rate is the rate at which the RBI lends to commercial banks, while CRR is
the proportion of deposits that banks must keep with the central bank. One
basis point is the hundredth of a percentage point.
RBI Current Policy Rate are as under -

¢ Policy Repo Rate - 6.50%

e Standing Deposit Facility (SDF) - 6.25%

e Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) - 6.75%

e Bank Rate - 6.75%

e Reverse Repo Rate - 3.35%

e Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) - 4.00%

e Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) - 18%
84. In December 2024, the SBI Card reached a significant milestone by
surpassing 20 million credit cards in circulation. In which year did SBI Card start
its credit card business?

fedar 2024 9, Tatang 1S yaeq # 20 fUfra= hise o1 ®1 IR +36 T
eyl Hia &1 TR SRId $% P18 | THAISME F1e A foe a¥ 3ru=T Hfse w18
G Y fbar UM

(@) 1990

(b) 1996

(c) 1998

(d) 2002

(e) 2005

Ans. c

Sol. SBI Card surpasses milestone of 20 million credit cards in circulation

SBI Card has reached a significant milestone by surpassing 20 million credit
cards in circulation.

It achieved the milestone of 20 million credit cards in force, having started its
credit card business in 1998.
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SBI Card has witnessed strong growth of around 25 per cent CAGR in cards in
force and 26 per cent CAGR in spends between FY19 and FY24.

SBI Card is the second-largest card issuer in the country, after private sector
lender HDFC Bank. Earlier in January 2024, HDFC Bank had achieved the
milestone of 20 million cards in force.

As per latest data released by RBI for October, SBI Card’s in circulation stood at
nearly 19.8 million as compared to 19.58 million cards in September 2024.
Meanwhile, HDFC Bank had 22.64 million cards in circulation in October. The
total number of outstanding credit cards in the system increased 12.85 per cent
Year-on-Year (YoY) to 106.88 million led by HDFC Bank which added 241,119
cards followed by SBI Cards with 220,265 card additions.

85. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has proposed to introduce a new
benchmark for the interest rate derivatives market based on secured money
markets. This benchmark is to be known as Secured Overnight Rupee Rate
(SORR). It will be developed with the support of

YR Roid §& (RBI) 7 Rféra go1 IRt W Snenia sarel gr sRafta awiR &
e T a1 STHTh U HRA BT U fear gl wmaﬁﬁvﬁ.ﬁsﬁaﬂm
FUYT ST (SORR) & AATH I ST STEIT| 59
TgurT | fawfa fear smem|

(a) Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation of India
(b) Indian Financial Technology and Allied Services

(c) Financial Benchmarks India Limited

(d) Reserve Bank Information Technology Private Limited

(e) Reserve Bank Innovation Hub

Ans. c

Sol. RBI introduces new interest rate benchmark - SORR

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has proposed to introduce a new benchmark
for the interest rate derivatives market based on secured money markets.
Based on the recommendations of the Mumbai Inter-Bank Offer Rate (MIBOR)
Committee and the feedback received, and aligned with current market
dynamics, the RBI has proposed to establish a benchmark derived from secured
money markets, encompassing both basket repo and triparty repo (TREP).

This benchmark, to be known as Secured Overnight Rupee Rate (SORR), will be
developed with the support of Financial Benchmarks India Limited (FBIL), which
has been requested to take the proposal forward.

The introduction of SORR is expected to enhance transparency in benchmark-
setting. Unlike the existing MIBOR, which is a polled rate derived by collecting
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data from participants and averaging the responses after excluding outliers,
SORR will be trade-based.

This means it will rely on actual transactions in secured money markets, making
it more resistant to manipulation and reflective of real market dynamics.

While the shift is significant in terms of methodology, it is not expected to have
an immediate market impact. Instead, it marks a step towards adopting global
best practices, such as alignment with Secured Overnight Financing Rate
(SOFR).

SOFR is a benchmark interest rate that reflects the cost of overnight borrowing,
collateralised by US Treasury securities. It was introduced as an alternative to
London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR), which had long been used globally
across multiple currencies and financial contracts.

86. Who will chair the 68th Session of the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs
(CND) in Austria?

TR § YT Y & ARDICH FI STINT (CND) & 683 HF B AT DI
HIM?

(a) India

(b) France

(c) USA

(d) Nepal

(e) Bhutan

Ans. a

Sol. India to chair UN Commission on Narcotic Drug

The Indian Embassy in Austria announced that India has been chosen to Chair
the 68th Session of the UN Commission on Narcotic Drugs (CND).

India’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations in Vienna, Ambassador
Shambhu S Kumaran, officially assumed the Chairmanship of the UN
Commission on Narcotic Drugs.

This is the first time that India has been named to Chair this important UN
body.

The CND is the principal policy-making body of the United Nations on drug-
related matters. It is mandated to monitor global drug trends, support Member
States in formulating balanced policies, and oversee implementation of the
major international drug conventions.

The CND is one of the functional commissions of the United Nations Economic
and Social Council (ECOSOC) and a Governing Body of the United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) which is headquartered in Vienna.
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As Chair, India will be expected to articulate interests of the Global South in line
with its role in promoting interests and perspectives of developing nations in
global discussions.

87. lIT Madras has completed a 410-meter Hyperloop test track, marking a
significant milestone in India’s journey toward futuristic transport systems. The
project is being led by IIT Madras’s Avishkar Hyperloop team in partnership
with , a startup incubated at the institute.

TEIATEEY WS 410 IR BT GTURY UN&UT ¢ 1 v foran B, ot ufawy i
gf¥as yonferal @1 3R UIRd &1 a1 # U Agdyqul Hid &1 URR 31 39
TRAISHT BT A SMME3ME ! ASN DI ISP R TTEURYY S gRT TR A

g agac fhT Y wréaey & 1Y AR H frar s v 21

(a) FuFr

(b) TuTr

(c) SuSr

(d) KuKr

(e) JuJr

Ans. b

Sol. India’s first Hyperloop train test track completed by IIT Madras

IIT Madras has completed a 410-meter Hyperloop test track, marking a
significant milestone in India’s journey toward futuristic transport systems.
The project is being led by IIT Madras’s Avishkar Hyperloop team in partnership
with TuTr, a startup incubated at the institute.The Avishkar Hyperloop team
comprises 76 undergraduates and postgraduate students from IIT Madras.
The Hyperloop concept, originally popularised by Elon Musk in 2012, is now
gaining traction worldwide, and this development takes India closer to
adopting cutting-edge transportation technology.

The technology will be implemented in two phases: the first phase will feature
an 11.5-kilometre test track to validate and certify the technology. Upon
successful trials, the second phase will expand the track to nearly 100
kilometres.

Hyperloop trains are designed to reach speeds of up to 1,100 km/h, with an
operational speed of around 360 km/h. The system operates within a vacuum-
sealed, frictionless environment, offering faster travel and higher energy
efficiency.

The first full-scale Hyperloop project in India is planned for the Mumbai-Pune
corridor. This ambitious system aims to cut travel time between the two cities
to just 25 minutes, though it is still in the early stages of development.

WHAT IS HYPERLOOK TECHNOLOGY?
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e Hyperloop is a high-speed transportation system in which pods,
functioning as pressurised vehicles, travel at incredible speeds through
low-pressure tubes.

Each pod, capable of carrying 24-28 passengers, will travel directly
between destinations without stops, making it a highly efficient and
promising solution for point-to-point travel.

88. In December 2024, the Reserve Bank of India enhanced the collateral-free

agriculture loans limit to how much rupees per borrower from the existing Rs

1.6 lakh?

fadiaR 2024 ®, URd fYord d@ A ufa SyREal SHHa-gaa Y Hor Har #)

HISET 1.6 TG 3UY | FeTHR fhaq 3ud $= faamn

(a) 2 lakh

(b) 3 lakh

(c) 4 lakh

(d) 5 lakh

(e) 2.5 lakh

Ans. a

Sol. RBI raises collateral-free agriculture loan limit to Rs 2 lakh per borrower

from 1.6 lakh

The Reserve Bank of India enhanced the collateral-free agriculture loans limit to

Rs 2 lakh per borrower from the existing Rs 1.6 lakh.

At present, banks are required to extend collateral-free agriculture loans up to

Rs 1.6 lakh per borrower. This limit was enhanced from Rs 1 lakh, set in the year

2010 to Rs 1.6 lakh in the year 2019.

This will enhance coverage of small and marginal farmers in the formal credit

system.

89. International Civil Aviation Day is celebrated every year on which day?

ST AmTives Sgu= faw &= wre fovw fe wrwman wimar 82

(a) 4 December

(b) 5 December

(c) 6 December

(d) 8 December

(e) 7 December

Ans. e

Sol. 7 December - International Civil Aviation Day

International Civil Aviation Day is celebrated every year on December 7.

It is important to recognise the role of aviation in global connectivity, economic

development, and fostering cultural exchange.

Theme 2024 - Safe Skies. Sustainable Future: Together for the next 80 years
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This day also draws attention to the challenges faced by the aviation industry
and the progress made in ensuring the safety, sustainability, and accessibility of
air travel.

7 December 2024 marks the 80th anniversary of the signing of the Convention
on International Civil Aviation in Chicago, United States. For eight decades, this
defining international agreement has served as the foundation for the
development of the global civil aviation system to the benefit of all nations.

90. What is the name of the Al-powered digital assistant developed by Wipro
and SIAM.AI for Thailand's tourism authority?

YIS & e uritrevor & fre faul ik siAM.Al gRT fawRya Al-Tenfera
fSforea aera® o1 AW w1 72

(a) ChatTour

(b) Sukjai

(c) TravelGenie

(d) AlExplore

(e) Mera.ai

Ans. b

Sol. Wipro and SIAM.AI tie up to develop Al-powered assistant ‘Sukjai’ for
Thailand’s tourism authority

Wipro has collaborated with SIAM.Al, a member of the NVIDIA Cloud Partner
program in Thailand.

The companies will leverage NVIDIA computing and software to develop an Al-
powered digital assistant for the Tourism Authority of Thailand. This
collaboration will utilise infrastructure, data, and networks within the country.
‘Sukjai’ will also provide 24/7 support and information on transportation
guidelines and schedules, destinations and lodging availability, recommended
activities based on interest, and crowd flow information at top attractions. It
will offer customised recommendations based on individual preferences and
include information on emergency services and safety and security alerts.

91. In December 2024, what is the name of the unmanned surface vessel
handed over by GRSE to DRDO?

f&¥eR 2024 #, GRSE GRT DRDO F1 1Y T AFGR{gd Hag Uld ST ATH FIT 72
(a) Jalveer

(b) Jaldoot

(c) Jalrakshak

(d) Jalpari

(e) Jalvahan
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Ans. b
Sol. GRSE hands over unmanned surface vessel ‘Jaldoot’ to DRDO
Defence PSU Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers (GRSE) formally handed
over the “Jaldoot” Unmanned Surface Vessel (USV) to the Defence Research and
Development Organisation’s (DRDO’s) Naval Science and Technological
Laboratory (NSTL) in Visakhapatnam after completing its trials successfully.
Jaldoot was delivered after successfully completing acceptance trials from
October 17 to October 21. The USV, designed and developed jointly by GRSE
and NSTL, DRDO, for survey and communication missions, features compact
dimensions and weight, said the GRSE.
A domestic technology start-up partner, M/s Rekise Marine, was nurtured in the
design and development of Jaldoot.
The Kolkata-based PSU stated that, powered by a rechargeable lithium-ion
battery, the vessel supports waypoint navigation, station-keeping, and failsafe
behaviours.
92. Who has been appointed as the acting secretary of the BCCI?
dRIRAeng & wriare® Ifta & Fu A fra e foear man g2
(a) Rahul Dravid
(b) Devajit Saikia
(c) Roger Binny
(d) Sourav Ganguly
(e) Anurag Thakur
Ans. b
Sol. Former Assam Cricketer Devajit Saikia appointed as BCCl’s acting Secretary
after Jay Shah
Former Assam cricketer Devajit Saikia has been named as the acting secretary
of the Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI).
He will replace BCCI president Jay Shah who recently took over the reigns as ICC
chairman.
Board president Roger Binny used his constitutional powers for the
appointment. Saikia worked as a joint secretary at BCCI earlier.
About Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)

e Founded - December 1928

e Headquarters - Mumbai

e President - Roger Binny

e Secretary - Devajit Saikia (acting)
93. Whose death anniversary is commemorated on Mahaparinirvan Diwas?
weTufkfator feaw w feras) qua fafy wars wirdt 82

(a) Mahatma Gandhi
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(b) Jawaharlal Nehru

(c) Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar

(d) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

(e) Subhas Chandra Bose

Ans. c

Sol. 6 December - Mahaparinirvan Diwas

Mahaparinirvan Diwas is observed annually on December 6, marks the death
anniversary of Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, the architect of modern India and
a tireless advocate for social justice.

Dr. Ambedkar, a principal architect of the Indian Constitution and a pioneer in
the fight against caste-based discrimination, passed away in 1956. This year, the
69th Mahaparinirvan Diwas commemorated at Prerna Sthal in the Parliament
House Complex.

Dr. Ambedkar’s contributions to Indian society are celebrated for his
unwavering commitment to social equality and justice. Born on April 14, 1891,
in Mhow, Madhya Pradesh, he emerged as a distinguished scholar, lawyer,
economist, and a leader for the oppressed.

He devoted his life to combating caste discrimination, uplifting Dalits and
promoting a vision of equality and dignity for all.

94. Who has been appointed as the RBI representative on the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) ?

YR fearar ud =MeF ST ars (Smgaiatams) # sRdtems & ufafafy & v
o f frgaa fear man 82

(a) Shaktikanta Das

(b) Vaibhav Chaturvedi

(c) Rajiv Kumar

(d) Urjit Patel

(e) Raghuram Rajan

Ans. b

Sol. Govt appoints Vaibhav Chaturvedi as RBI representative on IBBI board

The government has appointed Vaibhav Chaturvedi as the ex-officio member of
the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI).

Currently, Chaturvedi is the Chief General Manager of the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI).

As the Reserve Bank of India's (RBI's) representative, Chaturvedi will contribute
to the IBBI's efforts in ensuring a smooth and transparent resolution process
under the Code, which aims to resolve stressed assets and enhance credit
discipline in the financial sector.
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IBBI, established in 2016, under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, is
responsible for the implementation of the code. The board plays a critical role
in promoting transparency and accountability in the insolvency resolution
process.
Recent Appointment in Banking & Insurance Sector
e MD & CEO of SBI Funds Management - Nand Kishore (replace Shamsher
Singh)
MD and CEO of Indian Bank - Binod Kumar (replace S L Jain) final approval
pending
DBS Bank India - Rajat Verma (replace Surojit Shome)
e Country manager for India - Rishi Chhabra
e Chief General Manager of SBI for New Delhi Circle - Debasish Mishra
e MD and CEO of IFCI Ltd. - Rahul Bhave
95. Who has been appointed as the new Prime Minister of Burkina Faso by the
junta leader?
SeT AT gRT gfbh-1 W &1 741 wur = fod fgea foear mar 82
(a) Rimtalba Jean Emmanuel Ouedraogo
(b) Apollinaire Joachim Kyelem de Tambela
(c) Blaise Compaoré
(d) Roch Marc Christian Kaboré
(e) Paul-Henri Sandaogo Damiba
Ans. a
Sol. Burkina Faso Junta Chief appoints new PM after Dissolving Government
Captain Ibrahim Traore, the junta leader in Burkina Faso has appointed
Rimtalba Jean Emmanuel Ouedraogo as the country’s new prime minister, a day
after dissolving the government.
Ouedraogo, a journalist and former communications minister, replaces
Apollinaire Joachim Kyelem de Tambela, who had led three military-appointed
governments since Traore's rise to power in September 2022.
Ouedraogo, a close ally of Traore, has served as editor-in-chief and director of
state television and was the government’s spokesperson after Traore’s coup.
About Burkina Faso
Capital- Ouagadougou
Currency- West African CFA franc
Continent- Africa
PM - Rimtalba Jean Emmanuel Ouedraog
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96. In December 2024, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched ‘Bima Sakhi
Yojana’ in Panipat to promote financial literacy and insurance awareness among
women. What is the age range of women eligible for the '‘Bima Sakhi Yojana?
feaR 2024 #, wur w3 g A1) 7 wfgarsi # ity AngRar ok S
SITRE&dT &1 9¢1dl &1 & forg ur-iua & i It givAr IR @t g1 Star it
eFT & fore urr afgers & smy <ftwr w7 82

(a) 15-65 years

(b) 18-60 years

(c) 18-70 years

(d) 21-65 years

(e) 25-70 years

Ans. c

Sol. PM Modi launched ‘Bima Sakhi Yojana’' for women

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched ‘Bima Sakhi Yojana’' in Panipat to
promote financial literacy and insurance awareness among women.

This initiative of Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) is designed to
empower women aged 18-70 years, who are Class X pass. They will receive
specialized training and a stipend for the first three years to promote financial
literacy and insurance awareness.

After training, they can serve as LIC agents and the graduate Bima Sakhis would
have the opportunity to qualify for being considered for Development Officer
roles in LIC.

Additionally, PM Modi also laid the foundation stone of the Main campus of
Maharana Pratap Horticultural University, Karnal. The main campus and six
regional research stations, spread over 495 acres, will be established at a cost of
over Rs 700 crore.

The University will have one College of Horticulture for Graduate and Post-
Graduate studies and five schools covering 10 horticulture disciplines. It will
work towards crop diversification and world class research for development of
horticulture technologies.

97. Who inaugurated the Fourth Edition of the India Internet Governance
Forum (IIGF) 2024?

YRT Se3A¢ a9 BRH (1IGF) 2024 & T HEHRUT BT Sgule fba fran

(a) Rajeev Chandrasekhar

(b) Jitin Prasada

(c) Ashwini Vaishnaw

(d) Nirmala Sitharaman

(e) Narendra Modi

Ans. b

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X
»
ambitiousbaba.com \Jp‘m babal Online Test Series

Sol. Union Minister Jitin Prasada inaugurated Fourth Edition of India Internet
Governance Forum

The India Internet Governance Forum (IIGF) 2024 was held at the Bharat
Mandapam Convention Center, Pragati Maidan, New Delhi.

Supported by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY)
and the National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI), this initiative by India’s
multi-stakeholder community aims to explore critical aspects of Internet
governance, foster meaningful dialogue, and highlight India’s leadership in the
global digital landscape.

The event was inaugurated by the Union Minister of State for Electronics &
Information Technology and Commerce and Industry, Jitin Prasada, in the
presence of S. Krishnan, Secretary, MeitY.

98. Which of the following option is correct regarding the "Prashasan Gaon Ki
Ore" campaign?

YR 7T 3 3R A & aR § Fafafad & @ o9 |91 539 981 82

(a) The campaign will be held during the good governance week from
December 19 to 24.

(b) To address public grievances and improve service delivery at the tehsil and
panchayat level.

(c) Itis a decentralized version of Special Campaign 4.0 that is conducted in
central ministries and departments.

(d) In this campaign, over 700 district collectors will be participating and
officials will be visiting tehsils and panchayat samiti headquarters.

(e) all are correct

Ans. e

Sol. Centre to launch ‘Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore’ campaign for improving service
delivery

The Centre will launch “Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore”, a nation-wide campaign to
redress public grievances and improve service delivery, during the good
governance week from December 19 to 24.

In this campaign, over 700 district collectors will be participating and officials
will be visiting tehsils and panchayat samiti headquarters.

Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore is a decentralised version of special campaign 4.0
conducted in central ministries and departments and public sector
undertakings (PSUs) from October 2 to 31, 2024.

This is the third time that the government of India will be conducting a national
campaign at the tehsil level to address public grievances and improve service
delivery, the personnel ministry statement said.

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X
>
ambitiousbaba.com Q@‘M babali Online Test Series

The preparatory phase of the good governance week 2024 will start from
December 11-18.

99. What is the primary objective of the PMeVIDYA DTH 24x7 Channel No. 31
for Indian Sign Language (ISL), recently launched by Union Minister for
Education Dharmendra Pradhan?

Sarg e w udfg uur gRT 8T 8 H |l fhg T HRdrg Aibfae Hre
(msuTd) & fore Hungfaen Sdwa 24x7 39 FaR 31 &1 UUfAS ITT F1 8?2
(a) To promote Indian Sign Language (ISL) as both a communication tool and a
subject of study.

(b) To provide only entertainment content for hearing-impaired students.

(c) To focus on learning English for hearing-impaired children.

(d) To teach regional languages to hearing-impaired students.

(e) To serve as a resource for urban students only.

Ans. a

Sol. Dharmendra Pradhan launches PMeVIDYA DTH 24x7 Channel No. 31 for
Indian Sign Language

Union Minister for Education Dharmendra Pradhan has launched the PMeVIDYA
DTH 24x7 Channel No. 31 for Indian Sign Language (ISL) in New Delhi.

This move aligns with the objectives of the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 and is set to transform the educational experience for hearing-impaired
students across the country.

The establishment of a dedicated PM e-VIDYA DTH Channel for ISL reflects the
government’s commitment to addressing the educational needs of children
with hearing impairments.

The PM e-VIDYA ISL channel aims to make ISL more widely recognised and
accepted, not only as a communication tool but as a subject of study akin to
other languages such as Hindi and English. This launch is a significant milestone
in India’s journey toward inclusive education, ensuring that no child is left
behind due to their hearing impairment.

The channel will serve as an accessible platform to promote ISL as both a
language and an academic subject. This development will not only provide
resources for students but will also offer curriculum-based content for teachers,
teacher educators, and other key educational stakeholders.

100. When is Armed Forces Flag Day celebrated in India?

HRA § U A1 ST fas o 91 &iran 82

(a) 7 December

(b) 8 December

(c) 11 December

(d) 10 December
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(e) 6 December

Ans. a

Sol. 7 December - Armed Forces Flag Day or Flag Day

Armed Forces Flag Day or Flag Day is celebrated every yaer on 7 December.
The day is commemorated to honour the soldiers and the bravehearts, who lost
their lives in the line of duty. Since December 7, 1949, this day has been
observed to pay respect to the military forces. The Armed Forces Flag Day is
also dedicated to raising funds from Indian citizens for the welfare of Indian
Armed Forces troops.

The Defence Minister's committee created the Armed Forces Flag Day Fund in
1949. In 1993, the Indian Defense Ministry merged all related welfare funds,
including those for war victims, the Kendriya Sainik Board Fund, the ex-
servicemen's welfare fund, and other units, into a unified Armed Forces Flag
Day fund.

101. Which date was declared as World Meditation Day by the UNGA?

HYRI Y HETHHT T for fafdr &Y fay eary feaw wifdya fasam mam?

(a) 17 December

(b) 18 December

(c) 11 December

(d) 19 December

(e) 21 December

Ans. e

Sol. UNGA declares December 21 as World Meditation Day

India co-sponsored a UN General Assembly draft resolution that was
unanimously adopted to proclaim December 21 as World Meditation Day.
India, including Liechtenstein, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Mexico and Andorra, was a
member of the core group of countries that guided the unanimous adoption of
the resolution titled ‘World Meditation Day’ in the 193-member UN General
Assembly.

The resolution, introduced by Liechtenstein, was also cosponsored by
Bangladesh, Bulgaria, Burundi, the Dominican Republic, Iceland, Luxembourg,
Mauritius, Monaco, Mongolia, Morocco, Portugal and Slovenia.

102. What was the main focus of the India-Norway Business Forum held in
Mumbai in December 2024?

faxiaR 2024 # 4ag A ARG YRE-ATd IR H T YA BIvd FT UT?

(a) To discuss avenues for strengthening trade and investment ties between
India and Norway across priority sectors.

(b) To encourage Norwegian companies to invest in India’s tourism industry.
(c) To highlight maritime challenges specific to Norwegian companies in India.
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(d) To promote cultural exchanges between India and Norway.

(e) To explore Norway'’s role in global sustainability efforts unrelated to India.
Ans. a

Sol. India and Norway forge deeper economic partnerships, tackling business
collaboration challenges

The India-Norway Business Forum was held in Mumbai organized by the
Confederation of Indian Industry (CIl) in collaboration with the Department for
Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and
Industry, Government of India.

The forum brought together policymakers, industry leaders, and stakeholders
to discuss avenues for deepening India-Norway trade and investment ties
across priority sectors.

The forum featured a presentation of the Business Climate Survey by
Innovation Norway, which outlined the growing confidence of Norwegian
companies in India.

Many companies expressed satisfaction with India’s improving business
environment and reaffirmed their commitment to expanding operations in the
country.

The forum also provided a platform for constructive dialogue between Indian
and Norwegian industries, offering opportunities to explore synergies and
shared challenges across sectors such as, energy, maritime, and sustainability.
The India-Norway Business Forum reaffirms the commitment of both nations to
strengthen the partnership and work collaboratively toward achieving
sustainable growth and development.

103. What was the primary focus of the International Conclave 2024 organized
by the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI).in association with
INSOL India?

YR faarar ud e= 3&Hdr d1$ (1BBI) §IRT INSOL S3a1 & IgaiT 3 mafora
SARTTH AT 2024 BT BT BIHH T U1

(a) To discuss “Insolvency Resolution: Evolution & Global Perspective”.

(b) To explore India’s economic growth and its impact on insolvency laws.

(c) To introduce new laws related to cross-border insolvency in India.

(d) To review the role of small businesses in the Indian insolvency framework.
(e) To analyze India’s performance in global trade disputes.

Ans. a

Sol. Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India in association with INSOL India
organises International Conclave 2024
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The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) in association with INSOL
India organized an International Conclave focusing on “Insolvency Resolution:
Evolution & Global Perspective”.

The event brought together distinguished experts and practitioners from across
jurisdictions to share insights and experiences in insolvency resolution.

The Conclave included three panel discussions. The first Panel Discussion was
on the theme "Issues, Recent Developments & New Trends in Restructuring &
Insolvency Across Jurisdictions”. The session was chaired by Mr. Sumant Batra,
President of the Insolvency Law Academy.

The second Panel Discussion was on the theme "Judgment Enforcement, Asset
Recovery and Personal Guarantees".

The session was chaired by Ms Anita Shah Akella, Joint Secretary, MCA.

The third Panel Discussion focused on the "Role of Institutional Creditors in
Corporate Resolution Across Jurisdictions”.

Mr. Ravi Mital- Chairperson, IBBI.

104. What was the theme of the Western Air Command Commanders’
Conference 2024?

gf3d a1y FUM HHISIA S T 2024 T fawg 1 AR

(a) Bharatiya Vayu Sena - Sashakt, Saksham, Atmanirbhar

(b) Mission, Excellence, and Leadership

(c) Strengthening India’s Defense Frontiers

(d) Empowering Future Leaders in Aviation

(e) Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Readiness

Ans. a

Sol. Western Air Command Commanders’ Conference 2024: Enhancing
Readiness and Operational Excellence

The Western Air Command's (WAC) two-day Commanders' Conference, held in
New Delhi, featured Air Chief Marshal AP Singh, Chief of the Air Staff (CAS), as
the chief guest, who was received with a ceremonial Guard of Honour.

The CAS emphasized the need for focused training to ensure readiness for
multi-domain warfare, aligning with the theme "Bharatiya Vayu Sena - Sashakt,
Saksham, Atmanirbhar” and urged collective efforts to advance the Indian Air
Force (IAF).

Discussions included enhancing operational capability through better training
and planning, early operationalization of new equipment, ensuring safety and
security, and empowering leadership to build a future-ready force.

The CAS commended WAC for their prompt humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief (HADR) responses domestically and internationally, maintaining
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high operational excellence, and upholding IAF's core values of "Mission,
Integrity, and Excellence.”

105. International Anti-Corruption Day is observed annually on 9 December to
raise awareness about corruption and promote measures to combat it. Which
organization established International Anti-Corruption Day?

YPIR & IR § AReHdl g 3R 399 e & Iurdl 3t ggrar ¢+ & g &
T 9 fadaR & siaRfgiy yvrER fRid fiaw 7= sirar 71 f5w Frea 4
SIRTEHT YPER faRie feaw &t w1 $1?

(a) World Bank

(b) United Nations

(c) International Monetary Fund

(d) World Economic Forum

(e) Transparency International

Ans. b

Sol. 9 December - International Anti-Corruption Day

International Anti-Corruption Day is observed annually on 9 December to raise
awareness about corruption and promote measures to combat it.

Theme 2024 - Uniting with Youth Against Corruption: Shaping Tomorrow's
Integrity

Established by the United Nations, the day highlights the role of governments,
organizations, and individuals in eradicating corruption to foster accountability,
transparency, and sustainable development worldwide.

106. Who accepted the Technology Adoption Award on behalf of Hindustan
Shipyard Limited (HSL) at the 3rd PSU Transformation Awards 2024?

TR ey uftads ¥R 2024 # fEgwar Ruars s @@uava) ot o
| M SveM &1 R feaa Wier faar

(a) Sarath Chandra

(b) Tirupat Naik

(c) Rajesh Kumar

(d) Suresh Reddy

(e) Arvind Sharma

Ans. b

Sol. HSL shines at 3rd PSU Transformation Awards 2024

Hindustan Shipyard Limited (HSL) has been honoured with two prestigious
awards at the '3rd PSU Transformation Awards 2024’ ceremony, held at
Shangri-La, New Delhi.

The awards spotlight HSL's commitment to innovation and excellence in the
shipbuilding industry. HSL received recognition in two key categories:
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1. Innovative Product Development Award for its pioneering fender
arrangement in Tugs for Submarines. This accolade was accepted by Sarath
Chandra, Senior Manager (Design).
2. Technology Adoption Award for implementing an innovative method of
installing Retractable Thrusters in Diving Support Vessels. Tirupat Naik, Senior
Manager (Engineering), received the award on behalf of HSL
The PSU Transformation Awards celebrate the outstanding contributions of
Public Sector Undertakings (PSUs) in driving growth, innovation, and efficiency.
HSL's dual recognition at this prestigious platform underscores its pivotal role
in advancing the nation’s maritime capabilities.
107. Who won the Ghana presidential election and achieved a political
comeback in 2024?
T & APl g1a A fea offa g1ire 35t 3R 2024 # werifae areft
(a) Nana Akufo-Addo
(b) John Dramani Mahama
(c) Kwame Nkrumah
(d) John Atta Mills
(e) Jerry John Rawlings
Ans. b
Sol. John Dramani Mahama wins Ghana presidential election
National Democratic Congress (NDC) presidential candidate and former
Ghanaian President John Dramani Mahama who is returning as Ghana's
president eight years after losing power, achieved his political comeback on a
promise to mend the West African country's economy.
The eldest son of a wealthy rice trader turned politician, Mahama became
Ghana's interim leader in 2012 after the sudden death of President John Atta
Mills, under whom Mahama served as vice president.
He was first elected to parliament in 1996 and served as communications
minister from 1998 to 2001. Atta Mills appointed him vice president in 2009.
Newly Appointed Prime Minister & President

e PM of Burkina Faso - Rimtalba Jean Emmanuel Ouedraogo

e President of Namibia - Nandi-Ndaitwah (country's first female President)

e President of Uruguay - Yamandu Orsi (replace Luis Lacalle Pou)

e PM of Haiti - Alix Didier Fils-Aime

e PM of Japan - Shigeru Ishiba

e President of USA - Donald Trump (47th)
108. Canara Bank has launched a two-day nationwide Credit Outreach program
to support the growth of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs). How
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many MSME clusters were covered by Canara Bank’s Nationwide Credit
Outreach Program?

FRT 9 7 G&H, TY 3R g17 ITH (MSME) & fIpr 1 3ada #31 & forg @
feaxfta siyamdt fde srecdta Srdwy == fFa1 31 R1 dF & Agardt sise
3T Hrfewd | fras THEHTHS Favey Aiad 32

(a) 150 clusters

(b) 238 clusters

(c) 300 clusters

(d) 438 clusters

(e) 508 clusters

Ans. b

Sol. Canara Bank launched Nationwide Credit Outreach Program to Empower
MSMEs

Canara Bank has launched a two-day nationwide Credit Outreach program to
support the growth of Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) across
238 MSME clusters in key industrial and business regions.

The initiative provided entrepreneurs with tailored financial solutions, advisory
services, and access to government-sponsored schemes.to enhance their
business growth.

The program was led by Canara Bank’s top management, including MD and
CEO Shri. K. Satyanarayana Raju, and Executive Directors Shri. Debashish
Mukherjee, Shri. Ashok Chandra, Shri. Hardeep Singh Ahluwalia, and Shri.
Bhavendra Kumar.

In addition to showcasing tailored MSME products, the event featured
interactive sessions where the management addressed challenges faced by
entrepreneurs and explored innovative solutions. The outreach initiative
garnered an overwhelming response, resulting in on-the-spot loan approvals
and leads amounting to more than Rs. 6,200 crore.

109. How much funding has Varthana secured to support its mission of
enhancing affordable private education in India?

YR # fewrad Aol Rrem & ggmar 1 & 3ruq e & g &1 & forg ga-n
A framr o= QRféra foran 82

(a) $10 million

(b) $15 million

(c) $20 million

(d) $25 million

(e) $30 million

Ans. b
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Sol. Varthana Secures $15 Million Funding to Revolutionise Affordable
Education in India

Varthana has successfully secured $15 million (X120 crores) from the
BlueOrchard Microfinance Fund, managed by global impact investor
BlueOrchard, through the External Commercial Borrowings (ECB) framework.
The funds will support Varthana’s mission to enhance affordable private
education in India, particularly for underserved communities.

The funding will be used to expand Varthana’s lending portfolio, focusing on
affordable private schools and vocational students in Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities,
with a focus on infrastructure upgrades and skill-based learning initiatives.
Varthana has already made a significant impact by financing over 11,000
affordable private schools and facilitating more than 16,500 loans for school
expansion and renovation.

110. When is the International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of the
Victims of the Crime of Genocide observed?
;ﬁgwé?mu%ﬁ%ﬁaﬁwﬁraﬁ?wmmmﬁ@ummmm
(a) 10 December

(b) 11 December

(c) 9 December

(d) 12 December

(e) 8 December

Ans. c

Sol. 9 December - International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of the
Victims of the Crime of Genocide

International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of the Victims of the Crime of
Genocide is observed annually on 9 December.

This day honours the memory of the victims of genocide and raises awareness
about the crime, emphasizing the importance of preventing future atrocities.
On this day in 1948, the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly. This
historic treaty defined genocide as an international crime and set the
groundwork for the international community’s commitment to prevent and
punish acts of genocide.

111. The three-day Krishnaveni Sangeetha Neerajanam 2024 successfully
concluded at the Tummalapallivari Kshetrayya Kalakshetram Auditorium in
Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh. What was the main purpose of the Krishnaveni
Sangeetha Neerajanam festival?
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W feasdta poordult Sita TRe=w 2024 31y wexr & fasrgarsT & gE@eiaRt
AT FATETH THNR § Thadigd® Ju7 g3iT| QAU Fiftd TRe4 319 &1
ST S5 HT U1

(a) To conduct a competitive music event

(b) To promote Telugu cinema globally

(c) To pay tribute to Telugu culture, Carnatic music, and promote lesser-known
tourist destinations

(d) To establish music schools in Andhra Pradesh

(e) To celebrate modern music genres in urban areas

Ans. c

Sol. Krishnaveni Sangeetha Neerajanam 2024 concluded in Vijayawada

The three-day Krishnaveni Sangeetha Neerajanam 2024 successfully concluded
at the Tummalapallivari Kshetrayya Kalakshetram Auditorium in Vijayawada,
Andhra Pradesh.

The festival was organised to pay rich tribute to Telugu culture and Carnatic
music and provide a platform for lesser-known artists to perform.

The three-day Krishnaveni Sangeetha Neerajanam was organised by the Union
Ministry of Tourism in partnership with the Union Ministry of Culture, the
Union Ministry of Textile, and the government of Andhra Pradesh.

The cultural and musical festival was held at three places in Andhra Pradesh. It
was held at Durga Ghat on the banks of the Krishna River, Shree Durga
Malleswari Swami Vaarla Temple, and Tummalapallivari Kshetrayya
Kalakshetram Auditorium in Vijayawada.

About the Krishnaveni Sangeetha Neerajanam

The Krishnaveni Sangeetha Neerajanam festival was a part of the Union
Ministry Tourism initiative to promote Music Tourism by highlighting lesser-
known yet culturally significant destinations through such festivals.

The events were hosted in lesser-known tourist sites of Andhra Pradesh, which
are rich in spirituality and heritage, such as Srikakulam, Ahobilam, Mangalagiri,
Rajahmundry, and Tirupati.

The festival attempted to encourage people to visit these sites, boosting local
tourism and employment in these areas.

112. What is the name of the temple that won the UNESCO Award of Distinction
2023 for its heritage conservation?

I TR &1 A0 T 8 oA 3ot faRraa wRefur & R gt RSP 2023
it 82

(a) Abathsahayeshwarar Temple

(b) Brihadeeswarar Temple

(c) Meenakshi Temple
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(d) Srirangam Temple
(e) Rajagopalaswamy Temple
Ans. a
Sol. Abathsahayeswarar Temple & BJPCI Project bag UNESCO Heritage Award
The 1,300-year-old Abathsahayeshwarar Temple in Thukkatchi, Thanjavur
district, has been awarded the UNESCO Award of Distinction 2023 for its
heritage conservation.
The temple, built by Kings Vikrama Chola and Kulothunga Chola, was originally
designed with five prakarams (enclosures).
The temple houses numerous shrines, including Soundaryanayaki Ambal,
Ashtabhuja Durga Parameshwari, Aadhi Sarabeshwarar, Pillayar, Murugan, and
more.
The village was historically known as Vikrama Chozheeswaram and Kulothunga
Chola Nallur, and it was Kulothunga who established the idol for
Sarabeshwarar.
UNESCO’s Award of Distinction was part of the UNESCO Asia-Pacific Awards for
Cultural Heritage Conservation.
The UNESCO Award has five categories, with the highest being the Award of
Excellence. The other award categories are the Award of Distinction, the Award
for New Design in Heritage Context, the Award of Merit, and Special
Recognition for Sustainable Development.
List of the eight winners of the 2024 UNESCO Award
Awards of Excellence
¢ Inari-yu Bathhouse Restoration Project in Tokyo, Japan
Award of Distinction
e Abathsahayeswarar Temple Conservation Project, in Thukkatchi, Tamil
Nadu
e Gunan Street Historic Block Conservation Project, in Yixing, Jiangsu
Province, China.
Award of Merit
e BJPCI Conservation Project, of Mumbai, India;
e Guanyin Hall Teahouse Conservation Project, Chengdu in Sichuan
Province of China;
e Helou Pavilion Conservation Project, of Shanghai, China;
e Observatory Tower Conservation Project, of Christchurch, New Zealand.
Special Recognition for Sustainable Development
¢ Gunan Street Historic Block Conservation Project
e Helou Pavilion Conservation Project, of Shanghai, China;
Award for New Design in Heritage Contexts
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¢ Rabindhorn Building, Bangkok, Thailand
113. Who has won the BWF Super 100 Guwahati Masters 2024 badminton
singles title?
BWF UR 100 T[ATETd! AREH 2024 ssfticd twrd faara fea sitar 82
(a) Sathish Karunakaran
(b) Kidambi Srikanth
(c) Lakshya Sen
(d) Prannoy H.S.
(e) Chirag Shetty
Ans. a
Sol. Sathish Karunakaran win Guwahati Masters 2024 badminton Singles title
Indian badminton player Sathish Karunakaran has won the BWF Super 100
Guwahati Masters 2024 badminton singles titles.
In the doubles, the defending champion Ashwini Ponnappa and Tanisha Crasto
successfully defended their title by beating the Chinese pair in the final.
The $100,000 lakh prize money BWF Super 100 Guwahati Masters 2024 was
held in Guwahati, Assam. It was the second BWF Super 100 Guwahati Masters
after the inaugural edition of 2023.
The BWF Super 100 Guwahati Masters 2024 was organised jointly by the

Events Winner Runners-Up

Men'’s Singles Satish Karunakaran (India) Zhu Xuan Chen (China)

Women's Cai Yan Yan (China) Anmol Kahrab (India)
Singles

Men’s Doubles |Chia Weijie and Lwi Sheng Hao Huang Dia and Liu Yang (China)
(Malaysia)

Women'’s Ashwini Ponnappaa and Tanisha Li Hua Zhou and Wang Zi
Doubles Crasto (India) Meng (China)

Mixed Doubles |Zhang Han Yu and Bao Li Jing (China) |Rory Easton and Lizzie Tolman
(England)

Badminton Association of India and the Assam Badminton Association.
Super 100 Guwahati Masters 2024 Badminton Title Winners
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114. Which team has won the 11th ACC U19 Men’s Asia Cup Final in Dubai?
gas | 119 ACC U19 T3 TRRIT %4 Brsa | fv & = Sifa g1fdra &1 @2
(a) Bangladesh
(b) India
(c) Pakistan
(d) Sri Lanka
(e) Afghanistan
Ans. a
Sol. Bangladesh defends its ACC U19 Men'’s Asia Cup Title at Dubai
Bangladesh defeated India by 59 runs in the 11th ACC U19 Men'’s Asia Cup Final
in Dubai, United Arab Emirates, to successfully defend its title.
Bangladesh, which won the previous edition in 2023, clinched its second
consecutive U19 Men'’s Asia Cup title. The ACC U19 Men’s Asia Cup is for male
cricketers below 19.
Player of the Final match: Igbal Hossain Emon (Bangladesh)
Player of the Tournament: Igbal Hossain Emon (Bangladesh)
About 11th ACC U19 Men’s Asia Cup
e The 11th ACC U19 Men’'s Asia Cup was organised by the Asian Cricket
Council (ACC) and hosted by the Emirates Cricket Board of the United
Arab Emirates (UAE) in Sharjah and Dubai.
Eight teams from Asia participated in the Tournament and were divided
into two groups.
Group A: India, Pakistan, Japan and the host UAE and Group B: Sri Lanka,
Pakistan, Nepal and Afghanistan.
India and Pakistan qualified for the semi-finals from Group A, and Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh made it to the semi-finals from Group B.
In the semi-final, India defeated Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh defeated
Pakistan.
115. Which category did Payal Kapadia receive a historic nomination for at the
82nd Golden Globes 2025?
UTId $UTSAT B 824 MesH Tdisd 2025 H fbd 9uft & forg efagifie amie
forem?
(a) Best Actress
(b) Best Director (Motion Picture)
(c) Best Screenplay
(d) Best Cinematography
(e) Best Original Song
Ans. b
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Sol. Payal Kapadia makes history with Golden Globes 2025 Nomination for Best
Director and Best Non-English Motion Picture
Payal Kapadia’s film All We Imagine As Light made history as the first Indian
film nominated for Best Director (Motion Picture) at the 82nd Golden Globes
2025.
The film also received a nomination for Best Motion Picture in a Non-English
Language, earning acclaim worldwide.
Actors Morris Chestnut and Mindy Kaling announced the Golden Globe
nominations, with Kapadia joining notable directors like Jacques Audiard and
Sean Baker in the Best Director category.
Kapadia gained international fame with her 2021 documentary A Night of
Knowing Nothing, which won the Best Documentary Award at the Cannes Film
Festival.
As a student at FTIl, Kapadia led protests against administrative controversies
and later excelled as a filmmaker, with her short film Afternoon Clouds featured
at the 2017 Cannes Film Festival.
116. Read the statements below carefully and choose the correct option:
Statements:
(1) Sanjay Malhotra has been appointed as the 26th Governor of the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) and will assume office on 11 December 2024.
(2) The tenure of an RBI Governor or Deputy Governor is fixed at five years
without the possibility of reappointment.
(3) The Central Government appoints the RBI Governor and Deputy Governors
under the provisions of the RBI Act of 1934,
Options:
a) Only statement (1) is correct.
b) Only statements (1) and (3) are correct.
c) Only statements (2) and (3) are correct.
d) All statements (1), (2), and (3) are correct.
Ans. b
Explanation:
e Statement (a) is correct as Sanjay Malhotra is set to assume office as the
RBI Governor on 11 December 2024.
Statement (b) is incorrect because while the maximum term of the
Governor or Deputy Governor is five years, they are eligible for
reappointment.
Statement (c) is correct as the RBI Act, 1934 provides the framework for
appointing the Governor and Deputy Governors.
Sol. Sanjay Malhotra appointed as new RBI Governor
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Sanjay Malhotra, the Revenue Secretary of the Finance Ministry, has been
appointed the 26th Governor of the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
He will assume office on 11 December 2024 after the incumbent Governor,
Shaktikanta Das, retires on 10 December 2024.
Sanjay Malhotra has been appointed for three years, starting 11 December
2024. The central government can dismiss him before the completion of his
tenure, or he can resign from his office.
Under section 8 of the Reserve Bank of India Act 1934, the Central government
appoints the Governor and four Deputy Governors of the RBI.
According to the RBI Act 1934, the Governor or the Deputy Governor can be
appointed for a maximum term of five years and is eligible for reappointment.
It means that one term of the Governor or the Deputy Governor can be up to 5
years.
Normally, the government appoints a Governor and Deputy Governor for three
years, and if necessary, it reappoints them for another fresh term, as
Shaktikanta Das was reappointed in 2021.
About Sanjay Malhotra
e Sanjay Malhotra is an IAS officer of the 1990 batch of the Rajasthan
Cadre who assumed the office of revenue secretary on December 1, 2022.
He is an IITian and holds a degree in Computer Science Engineering from
the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Kanpur. He also holds a Master's
in Public Policy from Princeton University, United States of America.
About RBI Governor
e Reserve Bank of India was established on 1 April 1935 under the
provision of the Reserve Bank of India Act 1934.
Initially, its headquarters or central office was.in Calcutta (now Kolkata),
but it was shifted to Bombay(now Mumbai) in 1937.
First Governor - Sir Osborne Smith (01-04-1935 to 30-06-1937)
First Indian Governor- Chintaman Dwarkanath Deshmukh (11-08-1943 to
30-06-1949) Longest tenure
e Shortest Tenure -K. G. Ambegaokar 14-01-1957 to 28-02-1957
About Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
e Founded - 1 April 1935
e RBI Nationalized - 1 January 1949
e Headquarters - Mumbai, Maharashtra
e RBI set up - Hilton Young Commission
1st Governor - Sir Osborne Smith (Australia)
1st Indian Governor - CD Deshmukh
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26th Governor - Sanjay Malhotra (replace Shaktikanta Das)
RBI Deputy Governor (4) - 1. Tavarna Rabi Sankar
2. J Swaminathan
3. Michael D Patra
4. M Rajeshwar Rao
Five Subsidiaries of RBI
1. Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation of India (DICGC)
2. Bharatiya Reserve Bank Note Mudran Private Limited (BRBNMPL)
3. Reserve Bank Information Technology Private Limited (ReBIT)
4. Indian Financial Technology and Allied Services (IFTAS)
5. Reserve Bank Innovation Hub
Four currencies note printing presses
1. Nashik in Maharashtra owned by govt of India
2. Dewas in Madhya Pradesh owned by govt of India
3. Mysuru in Karnataka owned by RBI
4. Salboni in West Bengal owned by RBI
Four mints owned by the Government of India
Mumbai, Hyderabad, Calcutta and Noida
117. The Russian-built multi-role stealth-guided missile frigate INS Tushil was
commissioned into the Indian Navy at the Yantar Shipyard in Kaliningrad,
Russia. What is unique about the construction of INS Tushil?
w9 gr1 fAfifa 9g-yfirer arar Reu-mgss ffaga fibve INs Ria sl s &
Hiafe § dav R § uRdi = o wnfdra far man INs =ita &
fHrfor & o @R 82
(a) It is the first Indian-built stealth frigate.
(b) It is the seventh ship of Project 1135.6, built under an India-Russia
collaboration.
(c) It is a nuclear-powered frigate built by Baltiysky Zawod.
(d) It is the first ship constructed under the Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative.
(e) It is the first ship to feature entirely indigenous weaponry.
Ans. b
Sol. Stealth frigate INS Tushil commissioned into the Indian Navy in Russia
The Russian-built multi-role stealth-guided missile frigate INS Tushil was
commissioned into the Indian Navy at the Yantar Shipyard in Kaliningrad,
Russia.
The flag-raising ceremony was held in the presence of Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi, Russian Deputy

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X
>
ambitiousbaba.com Q@‘M babali Online Test Series

Minister of Defence Alexander Vasilyevich Fomin, Ambassador of India to

Russia Vinay Kumar, and other senior officials from both countries.

About INS Tushil and Project 1135.6 class

e INS Tushil is the seventh ship of the Project 1135.6 frigate to be built for

the Indian Navy by Russia.
The first three (Talwar, Trishul, Tabar) frigates of the project were built
by the “Baltiysky Zawod"” shipyard in St. Petersburg, Russia and delivered
to the Indian Navy. The next three (Teg, Tarkash, Trikand) were
constructed by “Yantar Shipyard” in Kaliningrad.
In 2016, India signed an agreement with Russia to buy four more frigates
of the Admiral Grigorovich class (NATO calls them Krivak Ill).
Two were to be built in Russia (Tushil and Tamal), and two were to be
built by Goa Shipyard in India.
The first ship manufactured by Goa Shipyard, ‘Triput'was launched in
waters on 24 July 2024

118. World Human Rights Day-is observed annually on December 10. What is

the theme for World Human Rights Day 2024?

fay s R feaw uftaad 10 fiHer o aaman simar g1 fay aaiReR fiaw

2024 BT fawg T 32

(a) Dignity for All

(b) Equality and Justice for Future Generations

(c) Human Rights in Action

(d) Our Rights, Our Future

(e) Empowering Communities for Change

Ans.d

Sol. 10 December - World Human Rights Day

World Human Rights Day is observed annually on December 10.

Human rights play a vital role as a preventative, protective and transformative

force for good. This day also empowers people and communities across the

world to build a better future.

Theme 2024 - Our Rights, Our Future

World Human Rights Day was established in 1948 when the United Nations

General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR).

It is the first global enunciation of human rights.

119. Which bank provided the €91 million sustainability-linked loan to

Sumitomo Mitsui Financial Group (SMFG) India Credit?

e do 7 gftramt firegs wsARmaa gu (SMFG) $fear sfee &t €91 fafema &1

(a) Barclays Bank
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(b) Deutsche Bank AG, India

(c) HSBC India

(d) Citibank India

(e) Standard Chartered Bank

Ans. b

Sol. Deutsche Bank AG, India, provides € 91 million sustainability-linked-loan to
SMFG India Credit

Deutsche Bank AG, India, has provided a €91 million (about ¥814 crore)
sustainability-linked loan to SMFG India Credit (SMICC). The loan was facilitated
via the Bank’s Gift City Branch.

SMICC is a wholly owned subsidiary of Sumitomo Mitsui Financial Group
(SMFG). It has over 1,000 branches and had Assets Under Management (AUM)
of 49,800 crore as of September 2024.

The senior secured loan, which carries a tenor of three years, is compliant with
Deutsche Bank’s Sustainable Finance framework criteria.

The loan will not only help expand SMICC’s portfolio and enable channelling
funds toward MSMEs but also empower women entrepreneurs in underserved
segments across India, Deutsche Bank said in a statement.

120. Which organization has Flipkart partnered with to support tech startups in
India?

HIRA H dH-1d! wIeHU Y g ¢ & forg feus é 7 5w e & wry
AN #1382

(a) Ministry of Electronics and IT

(b) Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT)

(c) National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC)

(d) Startup India Initiative (SII)

(e) Confederation of Indian Industry (CIlI)

Ans. b

Sol. Flipkart, DPIIT sign MoU to accelerate growth of startup ecosystem
Flipkart, India’s homegrown e-commerce platform, has signed an MoU with the
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) to support
and empower tech start-ups in India.

Aimed at encouraging the growth of innovators and entrepreneurs, the
partnership would build on existing efforts under the Flipkart Leap and
Ventures initiative with its $100 million fund.

Under the Flipkart Ventures initiative, startups would be offered resources,
guidance, and support for different milestones, such as prototype
development, infrastructural support, network access and insights for
international expansions.
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121. Who has been chosen for the J C Daniel Award for 2023?
2023 & &t Sfua R & fore fa g7 man @2
(a) Adoor Gopalakrishnan
(b) Shaji N Karun
(c) Priyadarshan
(d) Sathyan Anthikad
(e) Kamal
Ans. b
Sol. Shaji N Karun Chosen for J C Daniel Award
Eminent filmmaker Shaji N Karun has been selected for the J C Daniel Award for
2023, recognising his lifetime contribution to Malayalam cinema.
The award, the highest honour in Malayalam cinema instituted by the state
government, includes a cash prize of Rs 5 lakh, a citation, and a statuette.
Shaji N Karun was chosen for the award for his contributions that made a mark for
Malayalam at the national and international level.
Recent Award
e Social Security Good Practices at Asia-Pacific forum in Saudi - EPFO
e 3rd PSU Transformation Award under the “Innovative Product
Development” category - Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI
Aster Guardians Global Nursing Award 2024 - Nurse Maria Victoria Juan
(from Philippines)
IGBC Green Champion award 2024 - Bhrat Forge Ltd
OPCW The Hague Award 2024 - Indian Chemical Council
JCB Prize 2024 - Upamanyu Chatterjee (for Lorenzo Searches for the Meaning
of Life book)
122. What is the main objective of the MoU (in December 2024) between the
Government of Telangana and CSIR facilitated by the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC)?
TaiaRul, 91 3R S@arg uiad= GATad (MoEFCC) §RT d@ T TRPR 3R CSIR &
ara Twehar I (fR¥iaR 2024 H) $T 43T 359 T 8?2
(a) To develop a skilled workforce in recycling and waste management
(b) To promote the construction of new cities
(c) To develop new energy sources in Telangana
(d) To fund the agricultural sector in Telangana
(e) To create tourism infrastructure in Telangana
Ans. a
Sol. MoEFCC Facilitates Landmark Agreements to Advance Circular Economy and
Waste Management
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The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change facilitated the signing of a
significant MoU between the Government of Telangana and CSIR, along with
agreements with leading recyclers to promote India's transition to a circular
economy.

The MoU aims to develop a skilled workforce in recycling and waste management,
with CSIR providing technical support through training programs in Telangana.

The agreements between eight CSIR laboratories and recyclers focus on innovative
waste management and recycling technologies to establish advanced recycling
infrastructure and support domestic waste recycling.

These initiatives align with the Prime Minister’s call for Mission Circular Economy,
aiming to minimize waste, recover valuable materials, and reduce dependence on
virgin resources through policies like the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR).
123. Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Rising Rajasthan Global
Investment Summit 2024 and the Rajasthan Global Business Expo at the Jaipur
Exhibition and Convention Centre (JECC) in Jaipur, Rajasthan. What is the theme
of the Rising Rajasthan Globalinvestment Summit 2024?
FUTTHA TS AT A SAYR, IR § TR YGRHT 3R F-a3M Fex (eigarn o
SR IR e gAReHE AT 2024 R ISR TG foe-d TaauT BT
IgHTe fohaT| ISR ISR Wiaa savede ffe 2024 F1 fawa w1 82

(a) Replete, Responsible, Ready

(b) Innovate, Invest, Inspire

(c) Growth, Governance, Globalization

(d) Vision, Values, Venture

(e) Future, Focus, Flourish

Ans. a

Sol. PM Narendra Modi inaugurates Rising Rajasthan Global Investment
Summit

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Rising Rajasthan Global
Investment Summit 2024 and the Rajasthan Global Business Expo at the Jaipur
Exhibition and Convention Centre (JECC) in Jaipur, Rajasthan.

It is part of the Rajasthan Government's goal of doubling the state's economy
to USD 350 billion in the next five years.

Theme 2024 - Replete, Responsible, Ready

The Summit will host 12 sectoral thematic sessions on the themes of water
security, sustainable mining, sustainable finance, inclusive tourism, agri-
business innovations and women-led Startups among others.

Eight Country sessions will also be held during the Summit with participating
countries on themes like Water Management for Livable Cities’, ‘versatility of
Industries- manufacturing and Beyond’ and ‘Trade & Tourism.’
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124. Who has won the Formula One Abu Dhabi Grand Prix 2024?
BHaT a9 g Ut A5 e 2024 fHaA Shar 82
(a) Carlos Sainz
(b) Charles Leclerc
(c) Lewis Hamilton
(d) George Russell
(e) Lando Norris
Ans. e
Sol. F1 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix 2024: Lando Norris win ends McLaren’s long wait for
Constructors’ Championship
McLaren won the World Constructors’ Championship after 26 years, at the Abu Dhabi
Grand Prix, the finale of the Formula One 2024 season.
Carlos Sainz and Charles Leclerc were second and third for Ferrari, respectively.
McLaren finished with 666 points to Ferrari's 652 and Red Bull’s 589.
Seven-time world champion Lewis Hamilton finished fourth in his last race for
Mercedes, overtaking teammate George Russell on the 58th and final lap. He joins
Leclerc at Ferrari next season.
Recent Grand Prix Winner
e Abu Dhabi Grand Prix - McLaren’s Lando Norris (British)
e Qatar Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
e US Grand Prix - Ferrari's Charles Leclerc (Monaco)
Singapore Grand Prix - McLaren’s Lando Norris (British)
Azerbaijan Grand Prix - McLaren's Oscar Piastri (Australia)
Italian Grand Prix - Ferrari's Charles Leclerc (Monaco)
Dutch Grand Prix - McLaren’s Lando Norris (British)
Hungarian Grand Prix F2 - Kush Maini (India)
Belgian Grand Prix - Mercedes’s Lewis Hamilton (UK)
Hungarian Grand Prix — McLaren’s Oscar Piastri (Australia)
British Grand Prix — Mercedes’s Lewis Hamilton (UK)
Austrian Grand Prix - Mercedes’s George Russell (UK)
Spanish Grand Prix — Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
Canadian Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
Monaco Grand Prix - Ferrari's Charles Leclerc (Monaco)
Emilia Romagna Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
Miami Grand Prix - McLaren’s Lando Norris (British)
Chinese Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
Japanese Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
Australian Grand Prix - Ferrari's Carlos Saina (Spain)
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e Saudi Arabian Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
e Bahrain Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)

125. ICICI Bank has signed an MoU with which bank to enhance support for
customers engaged in the Australia-India business corridor?

rgftemaians §@ A sifeRforar-uRd R TR # @9 urgw! & e gud=
oM & fore ford I & ATy g 9199 R gEIeR fou 82

(a) Reserve Bank of Australia

(b) Commonwealth Bank of Australia

(c) State Bank of India

(d) National Australia Bank

(e) Axis Bank

Ans. b

Sol. ICICI Bank Partners with Commonwealth Bank of Australia to Boost India-
Australia Business Corridor

ICICI Bank has signed an MoU with the Commonwealth Bank of Australia (CBA)
to enhance support for customers engaged in the Australia-India business
corridor.

The MoU was signed by Rakesh Jha, Executive Director of ICICI Bank, and Mike
Vacy-Lyle, Group Executive of Business Banking at CBA.

The collaboration aims to foster deeper economic ties between the two nations
by exploring several initiatives, including:

Introducing corporate and institutional customers to opportunities for
investment or business expansion in India and Australia.

Facilitating trade between corporate customers in both countries through
banking services and cross-border trade guidance.

Assisting customers relocating to India or Australia with seamless banking
services.

Developing customer-centric solutions for efficient cross-border payments.
126. Which General Insurance Company has collaborated with the Child Rights
and You (CRY) organization to empower education for marginalized
communities in Andhra Pradesh?

e o ve SR $UH A iy vy TR W US wqera) ¥ e Rian ot
IR 9911 & T A15es W5y TS g (CRY) W6 & 1Y a1 fahar 82

(a) Bajaj Allianz General Insurance

(b) Bharti AXA General Insurance

(c) Liberty General Insurance

(d) Go Digit General Insurance

(e) Universal Sompo General Insurance

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

x
-
ambitiousbaba.com \Jp‘aiw babali Online Test Series

Ans. e

Sol. Universal Sompo Gl Collaborates with CRY to Empower Education for
Marginalized Communities in Andhra Pradesh

Universal Sompo General Insurance has collaborated with Child Rights and You
(CRY) to foster educational opportunities for children in marginalized
communities in Andhra Pradesh.

The initiative aims to address barriers to education and equip students with the
tools needed to pursue professional courses and brighter futures.

This program will directly benefit 114 students and 82 families, empowering
communities by facilitating access to professional courses and better career
opportunities.

The collaboration will initiate an educational project aimed at establishing
Remedial Tuition Centres specifically for 10th and 12th-grade students.

The project aims to prepare students for their board examinations over a three-
month period (Jan to March 2025), ensuring that all enrolled 10th and 12th
graders successfully appear for these critical assessments.

The initiative seeks to improve learning outcomes, particularly in challenging
subjects like Mathematics and Science, and guide students toward professional
and science-based education streams.

127. What is the growth projection for the Indian economy in FY25 according to
S&P Global Ratings?

TOUS Yl Tdiad e & SR faw auf 25 § YR srdorawi & foe fawm
ST T 82

(a) 6.5%

(b) 6.6%

(c) 6.8%

(d) 6.9%

(e) 7.0%

Ans. c

Sol. S&P Global retains 6.8% growth for FY25

The Indian economy is expected to grow by 6.8% in 2024-25 and 6.9% in 2025-
26, according to India Outlook by S&P Global Ratings.

The economy is poised for robust growth in 2025, supported by strong urban
consumption, steady growth in the service sector, and ongoing investment in
infrastructure.

In the second quarter of the current financial year, the gross domestic product
(GDP) grew by 5.4%, marking a seven-quarter low, due to weak manufacturing
and sluggish demand, according to the official data released last month.
Manufacturing growth was recorded at 2.2%, down from 7% in the first quarter.
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In the monetary policy meeting last week, the RBI revised its growth estimate
for 2024-25 to 6.6% from 7.2% earlier. It also kept the policy rate unchanged at
6.5% for the eleventh consecutive time.
Updated GDP List

e RBI-6.6% (FY24)

e Morgan Stanley - 6.3% (FY25)

e Moody Ratings - 7.2% (CY24)

o IMF—-7% (FY25), 6.5% (FY26)

e World Bank — 7% (FY25)

e Moody's — 7.1% (CY24), 6.5% (CY25)

o ADB-7% (FY24), 7.2%(FY25)
128. Which IT infrastructure services provider, has partnered with The Co-
operative Bank to migrate the bank’s existing applications from on-premise
environments to AWS Cloud?
5T IS S RETRR AT UGHT A §& & HIS[GT VAR $i i1-Hrmgas
IATIRUT | AWS FASS UR ATSAC B4 & U g Bl-3iTuRfea d & 1y Argier)
e
(a) IBM
(b) Google
(c) Kyndryl
(d) Microsoft
(e) Meta
Ans. c
Sol. Kyndryl Partners with The Co-operative Bank for Strategic Cloud Migration
Kyndryl, the world’s largest IT infrastructure services provider, has partnered
with The Co-operative Bank to migrate the bank’s existing applications from
on-premise environments to AWS Cloud.
This initiative aims to provide a flexible IT infrastructure, enhancing operational
efficiency and service delivery while reducing ongoing costs.
The partnership builds on a long-standing relationship between Kyndryl and
The Co-operative Bank. The transition to AWS Cloud marks a significant
milestone in the bank’s digital transformation journey, positioning it to meet
evolving market demands and drive innovation.
129. Which two organizations are collaborating to enhance landslide
forecasting and early warning systems?

wqggbqyﬁqmaﬁ?qﬁ%amﬁmﬁaﬁwﬁ%mﬁqﬁﬁmmﬂ
PIW &2

(a) Geological Survey of India (GSI) and NASA
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(b) Geological Survey of India (GSI) and CNR-IRPI, Italy

(c) Geological Survey of India (GSI) and UNDP

(d) Geological Survey of India (GSI) and WHO

(e) Geological Survey of India (GSI) and European Space Agency

Ans. b

Cabinet approves Singing of MoU between GSI and CNR-IRPI, Italy for
Collaboration in Landslide Prediction and Forecasting

Sol. The Geological Survey of India (GSI) will collaborate with Italy's Research
Institute for Geo-Hydrological Protection (CNR-IRPI) to enhance landslide
forecasting and early warning systems.

This partnership, approved by the Union Cabinet, aims to improve India’s
Landslide Early Warning Systems (LEWS) to international standards.

GSl’s state-of-the-art NLFC, based in Kolkata, currently provides daily live
forecast reporting in Kalimpong and Darjeeling (West Bengal) and Nilgiri (Tamil
Nadu), while ground testing is underway in 13 additional districts. The center's
vision is to ensure timely landslide forecasting to reduce risks and improve
preparedness.

The collaboration will integrate GSI's landslide inventory, susceptibility, and
forecast maps with PM Gati Shakti, enhancing resilience in fragile hilly terrains
and supporting sustainable development and environmental protection.

130. International Mountain Day is celebrated annually on 11 December. What
is the theme for International Mountain Day 2024?

SeRTETa udd feaw ufaad 11 fGHeR &t F=maT witar 31 SioRTga udd feaw 2024
&1 fawa w1 72

(a) Climate action for mountain regions

(b) Resilient mountains: A global priority

(c) Mountain solutions for a sustainable future - innovation, adaptation and
youth

(d) Preserving mountain biodiversity

(e) Sustainable tourism in mountain ecosystems

Ans. c

Sol. 11 December - International Mountain Day

International Mountain Day is celebrated annually on 11 December.
Objective - To raise awareness about the importance of mountains to life,
highlight the opportunities and constraints in mountain development, and
build alliances that will bring positive change to mountain peoples and
environments.

Theme 2024 - Mountain solutions for a sustainable future - innovation,
adaptation and youth
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This day, which was instituted by the UN in 2003, emphasizes the need for
protecting mountain ecosystems and sustaining the means of subsistence for
mountain populations.
131. Consider the following statements regarding the XV Finance Commission
(XV FC) Grants:
XV fa=1 T (XV FC) 3gM & day § faferfRad oy w faar &9
1. The 2nd installment of Untied Grants for FY 2024-25 in Himachal Pradesh
amounts to ¥70.40 crores.
. The XV FC Grants for Rural Local Bodies are released in three installments
during a financial year.
. The funds released for Goa include a withheld amount from the 1st
installment of Untied Grants.
Which of the above statement (s) is/are correct?
(a) 1 only
(b) 1 and 2 only
(c) 1 and 3 only
(d) 2 and 3 only
(e) All of the above
Ans. a
Sol. Fifteenth Finance Commission Grants Released for the Rural Local Bodies of
Himachal Pradesh and Goa
The Union Government has released the Fifteenth Finance Commission (XV FC)
Grants during Financial Year 2024-25, for Rural Local Bodies in Himachal
Pradesh, 2nd installment of Untied Grants amounting to Rs.70.40 crores along
with the withheld amount of 1st installment of Untied Grants for Financial Year
2024-25 amounting to Rs.11.4716 crores.
These funds are for all eligible 12 District Panchayats, all eligible 81 Block
Panchayats and all eligible 3615 Gram Panchayats.
XV FC Grants during Financial Year 2024-25, for Rural Local Bodies in Goa, 2nd
installment of Untied Grants of the Financial Year 2022-23 amounting to
Rs.9.69 crores have also been released. These funds are for all eligible 191 Gram
Panchayats of the State.
Government of India through Ministry of Panchayati Raj and Ministry of Jal
Shakti (Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation) recommends release of
Fifteenth Finance Commission (XV FC) Grants to States for Rural Local Bodies
which are then released by Ministry of Finance. The allocated Grants are
recommended and released in 2 installments in a Financial Year.
The Untied Grants will be utilized by Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs)/ Rural
Local Bodies (RLBs) for location-specific felt needs, under the Twenty-Nine (29)
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Subjects enshrined in the Eleventh Schedule of the Constitution, except for
salaries and other establishment costs.

132. The 2027 Women's World Cup in Brazil will be played from June 24 to July
25, FIFA, soccer's international governing body announced. How many teams
will participate in the 2027 Women's World Cup?

Weard o AT IR [T WK A giyon 1 § & srefta § 2027 #fgar fay
DU 24 T I 25 JATS dF QT ¢TI 2027 Aigar fay wu & fora-t S ymr sz
(a) 16

(b) 24

(c) 28

(d) 32

(e) 36

Ans.d

Sol. 2027 Women's World Cup in Brazil will run from June 24 to July 25

The 2027 Women's World Cup in Brazil will be played from June 24 to July 25,
FIFA, soccer's international governing body announced.

Thirty-two teams will participate in the Women's World Cup, which is being
played in South America for the first time.

Brazil has one of CONMEBOL's three spots as host. UEFA has the largest number
of slots with 11, followed by AFC with six, CAF and CONCACAF with four apiece
and OFC with one. The other spots will be determined via playoff.

Spain is the defending champion, having won the 2023 Women's World Cup
jointly hosted by Australia and New Zealand.

133. Which countries will jointly host the’2030 FIFA World Cup?

DI I SN 2030 WIWT [AY HU BT VYT AT HIA?

(a) Spain, Portugal, and Morocco

(b) Saudi Arabia, Morocco, and Argentina

(c) Spain, France, and Italy

(d) Portugal, Argentina, and Brazil

(e) Saudi Arabia, Portugal, and Morocco

Ans. a

Sol. FIFA Confirms Saudi Arabia As 2034 World Cup Host

FIFA has confirmed that Saudi Arabia will host the 2034 World Cup, underlining
the Gulf kingdom's growing influence in world sport despite criticism of the
country's human rights record.

At the same time, a virtual Congress of world football's governing body
confirmed that Morocco, Spain and Portugal will be joint hosts of the 2030
World Cup, in which three games will also be played in South America.
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The Saudi bid was waved through by acclamation during the meeting of FIFA's
211 national member associations, with no rivals standing in its way.

134. Former Karnataka Chief Minister and Union Minister SM Krishna passed
away at the age of 92. Which prestigious award was given to SM Krishna in
recognition of his political career?

FHled & Ud Gl 3R Sta vl vauy $on #5192 ad @t g # a8t
TRIT | THCH HWN B 3P ITTd® B & M T S A1 Ulai¥d REPR
fear mar

(a) Padma Vibhushan

(b) Bharat Ratna

(c) Padma Bhushan

(d) Padma Shri

(e) Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna

Ans. a

Sol. Former Karnataka CM SM Krishna passes away at 92

Former Karnataka Chief Minister and Union Minister SM Krishna passed away at
the age of 92.

Last year, Krishna was awarded the Padma Vibhushan, India’s second-highest
civilian honour, in recognition of his political career spanning six decades,
starting from his first election way back in 1962 upon his return from the US.
Krishna is best known for his time as Karnataka chief minister.

Krishna resigned as MLA as he was appointed as Maharashtra Governor in 2004.
In 1962, Krishna contested his first election from Maddur and won as an
Independent. Krishna also represented Mandya in the Lok Sabha.

135. The dates for the Khelo India Winter Games (KIWG) have been announced,
with Ladakh will host the ice events from January23.t6 27,2025, while Jammu
and Kashmir will host the snow events from February 22 to 25, 2025. When did
the Khelo India Winter Games first begin?

Tl sfEar fder T (KIwe) F1 kel 1 9ivon &1 715 8, TERT & Iq1Y 23
SIaRY, 2025 T 9% BT U3 B AT BT, STafe o9 3R HRHR 22 9 25,
2025 % b B ge13(l Bt AWGH! B Khelo India FadTd{ Td Ugd IR
A &2

(a) 2019

(b) 2020

() 2021

(d) 2022

(€) 2023

Ans. b

Sol. Ladakh to host Khelo India Winter Games from Jan 23
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The dates for the Khelo India Winter Games (KIWG) have been announced, with
Ladakh set to host the ice events from January 23 to 27, 2025, while Jammu and
Kashmir will host the snow events from February 22 to 25, 2025.

The Khelo India Winter Games began in 2020. Nearly 1,000 athletes, including 306
women, participated in the inaugural edition.

Participation has grown significantly over the years, with more than 1,350 athletes in
2021 and over 1,500 in 2022, reflecting the increasing appeal of the Games in Jammu
and Kashmir.

The 2024 edition of KIWG witnessed over 1,200 participants, including more than 700
athletes, 141 support staff, 113 technical officials, and over 250 volunteers. A total of
136 medals were contested.

For the first time in 2024, the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of
India, along with the Sports Authority of India, managed the technical aspects of the
Games in collaboration with the National Sports Federations and the Indian Olympic
Association (I0A).

This marks the second consecutive year that UT Ladakh will host a segment of the
Khelo India Winter Games. Prior to 2024, Jammu and Kashmir hosted all events. In
February 2024, Leh successfully hosted ice events such as skating and hockey, while
Gulmarg continued to host snow events like skiing and snowboarding.

136. Who has won the ICC Player of the Month for November 2024 in the
women’s category?

wfgar Joft & 7daR 2024 F T ICC @R TP ¢ WY foree sftar @

(a) Heather Knight

(b) Smriti Mandhana

(c) Ellyse Perry

(d) Danni Wyatt-Hodge

(e) Laura Wolvaardt

Ans.d

Sol. Haris and Wyatt-Hodge crowned ICC Players of the Month for November 2024
The International Cricket Council (ICC) has announced the ICC Players of the Month
for November 2024 as Pakistan’s Haris Rauf and England’s Danni Wyatt-Hodge.
Pakistan pacer Haris wins after his destructive bowling spells in Australia secured
Pakistan’s first ODI series victory in the country since 2002, while England’s evergreen
Wyatt-Hodge produced trademark fireworks in her side’s convincing short-format
victory over South Africa.

Both players win their maiden Player of the Month awards.
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137. In December 2024, What type of agreement was signed between HPCL and
Seab Energy for R&D collaboration to take up joint development and
commercialisation of technologies for valorising seaweed biomass?

fedaR 2024 #, 3R TS Y HgaNT & forg wadiiiea ok ¥t 6 it & &g fow
PR & AT R er [Py g ¢, St fos s sraiam #1 daia a1 &
e vy faem siik wenfifeal & smaariieu &) 331 82

(a) Joint Venture Agreement

(b) Strategic Partnership Agreement

(c) Memorandum of Understanding

(d) Licensing Agreement

(e) Collaboration Agreement

Ans. c

Sol. HPCL inks pact with Sea6 Energy to convert seaweed biomass into fuels
Government-owned oil major HPCL and Sea6 Energy Private Limited have
entered into a MoU for R&D collaboration to take up joint development and
commercialisation of technologies for valorising seaweed biomass.

Under this MoU, HPCL will develop and scale up technologies jointly with Sea6
Energy for the conversion of seaweed biomass into fuels and chemicals. While
these technologies are being developed and piloted, Sea6 Energy will also work
on the upstream portion of making seaweed farming and harvesting more cost-
effective.

Seaweeds provide an attractive alternative to traditional biomass as far as
biofuel production is concerned because it doesn’'t compete with food security,
does not require fertilisers or irrigation, and can be practised in areas
unsuitable for traditional agriculture such as coastlines.

Moreover, seaweeds grow much faster than terrestrial crops, with some species
capable of doubling their biomass in just a few days and they are an excellent
option for carbon capture for meeting India's net-zero commitments by 2070.
Sea6 Energy Private Limited headquartered in Bengaluru, was founded in 2010
to develop innovative solutions for key global problems.

138. Which company has secured ¥136-crore contract to supply indigenously
designed High Mobility Vehicles (HMVs) 8x8?

e Huit 3 We=h wu A fewrea oy v S= nfoxfterar ar=t (HMVs) 8x8 F
3MYfef & foIT 2 136-PRIs ey U fpar 82

(a) Hindustan Aeronautics Limited

(b) Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited

(c) BEML Limited
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(d) Tata Advanced Systems

(e) Bharat Electronics Limited

Ans. c

Sol. BEML secures ¥136 crore contract from Ministry of Defence for High
Mobility Vehicles

Defence PSU BEML Limited has secured ¥136-crore contract to supply
indigenously designed High Mobility Vehicles (HMVs) 8x8.

These vehicles will be deployed for the Battlefield Surveillance System (BFSS)
project.

The HMVs will primarily be manufactured at the Palakkad plant, with additional
production in other divisions as determined by management based on
operational feasibility.

139. What is ADB's GDP growth forecast for India for FY25?
FY25 & fT URd & e ADB ®1 GDP faw™y &1 qaigwr #a1 82
(a) 6.0%
(b) 6.5%
(c) 7.0%
(d) 7.2%
(e) 7.5%
Ans. c
Sol. ADB cuts India FY24 GDP growth forecast to 6.5%, 7% in FY25 on weak
demand
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has lowered India's economic growth
forecast to 6.5 per cent for the current financial year from its earlier estimate of
7 per cent due to lower-than-expected growth in private investment and
housing demand.
The multilateral development bank has also lowered India's growth forecast for
2025-26 financial year.
Asia and the Pacific's economies are projected to grow 4.9 per cent in 2024,
slightly below ADB's September forecast of 5 per cent.
Updated GDP List

o ADB-6.5% (FY24), 7%(FY25)

o S&P-6.8% (FY25), 6.9% (FY26)

e RBI-6.6% (FY24)

e Morgan Stanley - 6.3% (FY25)

Moody Ratings - 7.2% (CY24)
IMF — 7% (FY25), 6.5% (FY26)
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e World Bank — 7% (FY25)

140. International Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Day is celebrated annually
on December 12 to raise awareness about the need for strong, resilient health
systems and universal health coverage. What is the theme for International UHC
Day 2024?

JRTPIT A HIHS WA Fa (UHC) feaw 12 fedieR &Y aremn |-man sirar &
TP AoTge, Tier Wy gunfedl 3R Jrdfie Wy $avs $1 aRaeddl &
IR H SReodT 9¢ 9o | Sarifhy guasd faaw 2024 F forg fowa = 32

(a) Health for All: A Shared Responsibility

(b) Building Resilient Health Systems

(c) Health: It's on the Government

(d) Equity in Healthcare Access

(e) Strengthening Global Health Partnerships

Ans. c

Sol. 12 December - International Universal Health Coverage Day

International Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Day is celebrated annually on
December 12 to raise awareness about the need for strong, resilient health
systems and universal health coverage.

Theme 2024 - Health: It's on the Government!

It was first launched on December 12, 2012, when the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) unanimously supported the resolution to make UHC a
priority of countries as integral and necessary for the fulfilment of human
rights and international development.

In 2014, it was proclaimed as UHC Day by the Universal Health Coverage
Coalition. Thus, UNGA declared December 12 International Universal Health
Coverage Day in 2017.

141. Rahul Narwekar was re-elected as the 15th Maharashtra Legislative
Assembly Speaker. Which political party does Rahul Narwekar belong to?
g AP PI 15 df ARTY AU T oA & 0 | e & g1 T g
TRAPR fooa i ga 9 82

(a) Indian National Congress

(b) Nationalist Congress Party (NCP)

(c) Shiv Sena

(d) Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

(e) Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS)

Ans.d
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Sol. Rahul Narwekar of BJP re elected Speaker of 15th Maharashtra Assembly
Rahul Narwekar of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party was re-elected as the 15th
Maharashtra Legislative Assembly Speaker.
Rahul Narwekar, who was the Speaker for two and a half years in the previous
14th Legislative Assembly, was elected unopposed.
On 6 December, the Governor of Maharashtra, C P Radhakrishnan, administered
the oath of Protem Speaker to Kalidas Sulochana Nilkanth Kolambakar.
The Protem Speaker administered the oath of office to the newly elected 288
members of the assembly and presided over the election of the Speaker of the
House.
About Maharashtra
e Capital - Mumbai
e Chief Minister - Devendra Fadnavis (3™ time)
¢ Deputy Chief Minister - Eknath Sindhe & Ajit Pawar
Governor - C P Radhakrishnan
Legislative Assembly Speaker - Rahul Narwekar
Legislative Assembly Seats - 288

142. Who was re-elected as the Speaker of the 6th Jharkhand Legislative
Assembly?
DAl IRES fAUTHYT & e & ¥4 8 Y: {5 g1 mam?
(a) Inder Singh Namdhari
(b) Hemant Soren
(c) Rabindra Nath Mahato
(d) Raghubar Das
(e) Shibu Soren
Ans. c
Sol. Rabindra Mahto re-elected Speaker of 6th Jharkhand Legislative Assembly
Rabindra Nath Mahato of the ruling party, Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM),
was unanimously re-elected Speaker of the 6th Jharkhand Legislative Assembly.
Rabindra Nath Mahato was the Speaker of the previous 5th Jharkhand
Legislative Assembly also.
Rabindra Nath Mahato is the first person to be elected Speaker of the Assembly
for two consecutive terms.
Inder Singh Namdhari is the only other person who has been the Speaker of the
Jharkhand assembly twice but not for two consecutive terms.
About Jharkhand

e Capital — Ranchi
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o Chief Minister — Hemant Soren
e Governor - Santosh Kumar Gangwar
e Legislative Assembly Speaker - Rabindra Mahto

143. Who was appointed as the interim Prime Minister of Syria after Bashar al-
Assad's government fell?

IR -3¢ P WER TR & 91¢ WiRan & siale gur+Et & «u | fod
frgea foar
(a) Mohammad al-Bashir
(b) Bashar al-Assad
(c) Ali Mamluk
(d) Rami Makhlouf
(e) Fawaz al-Makdissi
Ans. a
Sol. Mohammad al-Bashir appointed Interim Prime Minister of Syria
The Hayat Tahrir al-Sham, or HTS rebels in Syria, appointed Mohammad al-
Bashir as the transitional Prime Minister of Syria after Bashar al-Assad's
government fell.
Mohammad al-Bashir will remain the head of the transitional government in
Syria until 1st March 2025.
Mohammad al-Bashir is part of the rebel jihadist organisation HTS that swept
into the capital, Damascus, on 8 December 2024, bringing to an end five
decades of rule by Assad’s family.
Syrian President Bashar al-Assad fled from the country and is believed to be in
Moscow, Russia, which was the biggest supporter of the Assad government and
maintains a military base in the country.
About Syria

e Capital: Damascus

e Currency: Syrian pound (SYP)

o Official language: Arabi

144. Who represented India at the 2nd meeting of the Supply Chain Council
(scq)?

3Tgfet et ufiue (TERiR) 3t gt 989 § R &1 ufaf~iifia feae farar
(a) Shri Piyush Goyal

(b) Shri Rajesh Agrawal

(c) Shri Amitabh Kant

(d) Shri Suresh Prabhu

(e) Shri Nirmala Sitharaman
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Ans. b

Sol. India participates in the 2nd meeting of the Supply Chain Council (SCC) as
Vice-Chair, under India-Pacific Economic Framework

India participated in the 2nd meeting of the Supply Chain Council as vice-chair.
India was represented by Shri Rajesh Agrawal, Additional Secretary,
Department of Commerce.

The Chair (United States) of SCC highlighted the significant progress made since
the last meeting in September 2024 and shared an update on the APT relating
to Chemicals, in efforts are being made, to promote greater chemicals trade
and diversify sources through various work streams, and enhance international
business matchmaking.

The Supply Chain Council was formed under the Agreement relating to Supply
Chain Resilience under IPEF to pursue targeted, action-oriented work to
strengthen the supply chains for those sectors and goods most critical to
national security, public health, and economic well-being in the India-Pacific
region which represents about 40 % of Global GDP and 28% of Global trade in
goods and service.

India signed the Supply Chain Resilience Agreement (Pillar-11) in November
2023 under the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF), a 14-
member plurilateral grouping in the region.

The Agreement aims to enhance supply chains critical to national security and
economic stability. It officially came into effect on February 24, 2024. As part of
the agreement, Supply Chain Council (SCC) was established, with India serving
as Vice Chair and the United States as Chair.

It is very timely that under IPEF, India has also been elected as the Chair for
Action Plan Team on Pharma/Healthcare. Currently, Thailand, Singapore, and
New Zealand have joined the APT on Pharma/Healthcare led by India.

145. India has crossed a milestone of $1 trillion in cumulative foreign direct
investment (FDI) inflows since April 2000, led by improved global
competitiveness, a dynamic innovation ecosystem, and a business-friendly
environment, according to the commerce and industry ministry. What was the
total FDI inflow during the first half of the current fiscal year?

IOy UG IENT HATerd & SRR, e 2000 ¥ HRd 3 Tt weuer fagzi =
(TESI3MS) vare 7 1 e ster &1 Hie &1 1R TR 3 o @, e Aga
YR 3y ufamruferedar, te nfasfia FarmR nRfRufae @ ok IR &
IIHd arararr + fbar 31 719 faw af & ugeht sudl & IR pa vwSieng
yarg feaar 4m

(a) $26.9 billion

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X
ambitiousbaba.com (@‘M babali Online Test Series

(b) $42.1 billion

(c) $109.84 billion

(d) $1 trillion

(e) $2.22 billion

Ans. b

Sol. India’s FDI Journey Hits $1 Trillion

India has crossed a milestone of $1 trillion in cumulative foreign direct
investment (FDI) inflows since April 2000, led by improved global
competitiveness, a dynamic innovation ecosystem, and a business-friendly
environment, according to the commerce and industry ministry.

Taiwanese companies are increasingly shifting their supply chains to India due
to global trade tensions, with FDI from Taiwan surpassing $665 million between
2018 and 2024.

This achievement was bolstered by a nearly 26% rise in FDI to $42.1 billion
during the first half of the current fiscal year, reflecting India’s growing appeal
as a global investment destination.

Over the last decade (April 2014 to September 2024), total FDI inflows
amounted to $709.84 billion, accounting for 68.69% of the overall FDI inflow in
the past 24 years.

In June 2024, India saw an increase in outward FDI commitments to $2.14
billion compared to $1.14 billion in June 2023, despite a decrease from $2.22
billion in May 2024.

146. In a significant step toward bolstering India's defence capabilities and
promoting the ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat' initiative, the Ministry of Defence (MoD)
has signed a contract with Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL). for the
procurement of 12 Su-30MKI aircraft. What is the percentage of homegrown
content in the Su-30MKI aircraft being procured?

YRA DI T &AATSH B AoTgd B 3R “MAHR HRa” Ugd &I 9grar 31 3t
fa=n ¥ uo gg@yul HeH ISTd §U, T&T TATAT (MoD) = 12 Su-30MKI faaT=i &t
Wi & fore figwa wRIATeew RS (HAL) & 1Y U@ ey W el e
g1 WIS T TR Su-30MKI faurt & ere arrht @1 uferrd feamn 82

(a) 50%

(b) 55.2%

(c) 60%

(d) 62.6%

(e) 75.6%

Ans. d
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Sol. Defence Ministry signs ¥13,500-crore deal with HAL for 12 Su-30MKI
aircraft

In a significant step toward bolstering India's defence capabilities and
promoting the ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ initiative, the Ministry of Defence (MoD)
has signed a contract with Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd (HAL) for the
procurement of 12 Su-30MKI aircraft.

The deal, valued at approximately ¥13,500 crore, includes associated equipment
and is inclusive of taxes and duties. The aircraft will feature a homegrown
content of 62.6%, achieved through the indigenisation of numerous
components manufactured by the Indian defence industry.

The Russian-origin Su-30MKI jets are being procured for the Indian Air Force.
These jets are now manufactured by the HAL under an intergovernmental
framework.

The Su-30MKIs will be produced at HAL's Nashik division, "The supply of these
aircraft would enhance the operational capability of the Indian Air Force and
strengthen the defence preparedness of the country.

147. The Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority (IEPFA), and the
Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA) have signed an MoU to
enhance financial literacy, investor education, and protection in India, focusing
on urban and rural sectors. What is the name of the financial literacy program
introduced under the collaboration?

v Rem va Treor At wiReor (ergsiitwe) ik THResE e ards
Ifidwgs srpredey (WiRfiY) A HRa A faxita wrerar, fFawe Rie ik qRan
@1 geM & e et ik anftor &= wR earH Hfga Ha §¢ T wHS AT I W
sEeR fPU &1 I & 98d I fu T fa~ita Q1eRdr S1deH &1 919 o1 82
(a) Financial Future Foundation

(b) Money Matters for All

(c) Financial Education for You

(d) Learn to Invest Program

(e) Smart Finance Initiative

Ans. ¢

Sol. IEPFA and ACCA Sign MoU to Boost Financial Literacy and Investor
Protection Across India

The Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority (IEPFA), and the
Association of Chartered Certified Accountants (ACCA) have signed an MoU to
enhance financial literacy, investor education, and protection in India, focusing
on both urban and rural sectors.

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

x
ambitiousbaba.com (Ap 'ambibiovs [FETRY Online Test Series

The collaboration will implement the "Financial Education for You" (FEFY)
program, a four-year initiative targeting students in grades 6 to 9 to build a
strong foundation for sound financial decision-making.

ACCA will provide digital content for free and train school educators to
effectively deliver the curriculum, ensuring widespread access to financial
literacy tools.

The pilot phase will begin in select schools, using interactive and experiential
learning techniques to promote responsible financial behavior among students.

148. President Droupadi Murmu conferred the honorary rank of ‘General of
Indian Army’ on Nepal’s Army chief General Ashok Raj Sigdel at a ceremony in
New Delhi. When did the tradition of conferring honorary ranks between the
army chiefs of Nepal and India begin?

wyufa udt g A 7 Rk & smafoe ve aurie # Aurd & 31 vgE oI Ra
3N IS RATSE B YRR T & T Ra” $ TS ¥b UM $ AuTe iR
YRA & G Y1 & §1F HIFG ¥P U B B WRT $9 = §3?

(a) 1947

(b) 1950

(c) 1965

(d) 1975

(e) 1980

Ans. b

Sol. Nepal Army chief conferred honorary rank by President Murmu
President Droupadi Murmu conferred the honorary rank of ‘General of Indian
Army’ on Nepal’s Army chief General Ashok Raj Sigdel at a ceremony in New
Delhi.

He was honoured for his commendable military prowess and immeasurable
contribution to further fostering Nepal's long and friendly association with
India.

Since 1950, the army chiefs of Nepal and India have had a unique tradition of
being conferred the title of Honorary General.

General Sigdel, an alumnus of the Nepali Military Academy, was commissioned
into the Nepali Army in February 1987. He assumed command of the Nepali
Army as Chief of Army Staff on September 9, 2024.

149. The National Panchayat Awards 2024 honoured 45 exceptional Panchayats
for their contributions to sustainable and inclusive development in rural India.
Which of the following statements about the categories of the National
Panchayat Awards is CORRECT?
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TP GARId QREPR 2024 3 AT YR & Had SR garax faem # g9e
RIS & 7T 45 SETYRYT Gadd] B TR foar| It darad REsR| &l
Afr & aR § Frafafea & @ o149 a1 sy a8 32

(P) The Deen Dayal Upadhyay Panchayat Satat Vikas Puraskar recognizes
Panchayats for their work in rural electrification.

(Q) The Carbon Neutral Vishesh Panchayat Puraskar is awarded for efforts to
achieve net-zero carbon emissions.

(R) The Gram Urja Swaraj Vishesh Panchayat Puraskar focuses on Panchayats’
contributions to water conservation.

(a) only P

(b) only Q

(c) only R

(d) only Pand Q

(e) only Rand Q

Ans. b

Sol. National Panchayat Awards 2024

The National Panchayat Awards 2024 honoured 45 exceptional Panchayats for
their contributions to sustainable and inclusive development in rural India.

The event was presided over by the Hon'ble President of India, Smt. Droupadi
Murmu, with Hon'ble Union Minister of Panchayati Raj, Shri Rajiv Ranjan Singh
alias Lalan Singh.

During the prestigious ceremony, 45 Panchayats from diverse regions were
honoured in recognition of their exemplary work in rural development. A
booklet titled ‘Best Practices on Works of Awardee Panchayats’ was unveiled,
documenting the innovative and impactful practices implemented by the
award-winning Panchayats.

The National Panchayat Awards are usually celebrated on April 24th every year,
in conjunction with National Panchayati Raj Day (due to the General Elections
to the Lok Sabha held earlier in 2024, the award ceremony was rescheduled to
11th December this year.).

This day commemorates the enactment of the 73rd Constitutional Amendment
Act, 1992, which came into effect in 1993 and granted Panchayats
constitutional status as institutions of local self-governance. It is a day to
recognize the importance of Panchayats in India’s democratic structure and the
crucial role they play in rural development.

The National Panchayat Awards 2024 are awarded under several categories,
with the primary focus on recognizing grassroots governance, social inclusion,
and environmental sustainability. The categories are as follows:
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Deen Dayal Upadhyay Panchayat Satat Vikas Puraskar (DDUPSVP) - This award
recognizes the top 3 Gram Panchayats (GPs) under each of the 9 Localization of
Sustainable Development Goal’s thematic areas.

Nanaji Deshmukh Sarvottam Panchayat Satat Vikas Puraskar- Awarded to the
top 3 GPs, Block Panchayats (BPs), and District Panchayats (DPs) with the
highest average score across all 9 themes.

Gram Urja Swaraj Vishesh Panchayat Puraskar - Awarded to the top 3 GPs for
their significant contributions to adopting and utilizing renewable energy
sources.

Carbon Neutral Vishesh Panchayat Puraskar- Given to the top 3 GPs for their
efforts in achieving net-zero carbon emissions.

Panchayat Kshamta Nirmaan Sarvottam Sansthan Puraskar - Awarded to the
top 3 institutions that have provided exemplary institutional support to
Panchayats in achieving the Localization of Sustainable Development Goals
(LSDGs).

The awards also emphasize the role of Panchayats in achieving the United
Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), with a particular focus on the
Localization of SDGs (LSDGs).

150. The two-day first India Maritime Heritage Conclave 2024 concluded in
New Delhi. The Conclave highlighted India’s rich maritime legacy since the
Harappan period. Which four state governments participated in the India
Maritime Heritage Conclave 2024?

& feasdta wuw YR T favraa aWad 2024 T3 feeeht & Tud gem | e o
TSWT H1A | URT B IY5 GYs! fORId TR UHT STAT 1471 YR G favraa
T 2024 § {51 IR I WRERT A |1 foram?

(a) Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh, Rajasthan

(b) Gujarat, Goa, Bihar, Arunachal Pradesh

(c) Maharashtra, West Bengal, Punjab, Odisha

(d) Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Madhya Pradesh, Haryana

(e) Karnataka, Delhi, Assam, Sikkim

Ans. b

Sol. Ist India Maritime Heritage Conclave 2024 Concludes in New Delhi

The two-day first India Maritime Heritage Conclave 2024 concluded in New Delhi.
The Conclave highlighted India’s rich maritime legacy since the Harappan period.
Apart from highlighting India's rich maritime heritage, the Conclave also deliberated
on developing the maritime sector in India to create employment opportunities and
make India a global hub and a leading maritime player.

Four State Governments - Gujarat, Goa, Bihar and Arunachal Pradesh participated in
the Conclave.
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The Union Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways organised the India Maritime
Heritage Conclave 2024.

The Union Ministry for Labour and Employment, the Union Ministry for Youth Affairs
and Sports, the Union Ministry for Education, and the Union Ministry for Tourism and
Culture collaborated with the Union Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways.

151. Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami inaugurated the 10th
World Ayurveda Congress and Arogya Expo 2024 at Dehradun. What is the
theme of the 10th World Ayurveda Congress and Arogya Expo 2024?
SWIES & gerHd 7spe Riz urdt 3 g & 103 Ay smyde w1 ok s
THUT 2024 FT IgTe fHaTl 109 4y mgde ST SR ARG TRIUT 2024 HT
fawg w32

(a) Ayurveda for All

(b) Herbal Medicine in the Modern World

(c) Digital Health - An Ayurveda Perspective

(d) Ayurveda and Mental Health

(e) Ayurveda and Nutrition

Ans. c

Sol. CM Dhami inaugurated 10th World Ayurveda Congress 2024 at Dehradun
Uttarakhand Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami inaugurated the 10th World
Ayurveda Congress and Arogya Expo 2024 at Dehradun. The 10th World Ayurveda
Congress and Arogya Expo 2024 will be held in Dehradun from 12-15th December
2024.

Theme 2024 - Digital Health- an Ayurveda Perspective

The first Ayurveda Conference was organised in Kochi, Kerala, in 2002.

It is organised every two years, and the 9th edition of the World Ayurveda Congress
and Arogya Expo was held in Goa from 8-11 December 2022.

The World Ayurveda Congress and Arogya Expo 2024 are being organised by the
Union Ministry of Ayush and the World Ayurveda Foundation.

About the World Ayurveda Congress and Arogya Expo

The World Ayurveda Foundation established the World Ayurveda Congress to
promote Ayurveda as a healthcare system in India and Abroad.

People from all disciplines from India and abroad participate in the Congress and
present their research works related to Ayurveda and allied sciences.

152. The winners of the 2024 Nobel Prizes were awarded in a ceremony held in
the Swedish capital city of Stockholm and the Norwegian capital of Oslo on 10
December 2024. Which event does the Nobel Prize ceremony commemorate?
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2024 F e RIPRI & fastarsii &1 10 feaR 2024w W= Iwert wiesw
3R AT Bt AU A | ST T GuRIg § wwfd fban wan e
RIBR JARIE f5d TeAT 3 are § 9-™1 oIrdT 8
(a) The birth of Alfred Nobel
(b) The anniversary of Alfred Nobel's death
(c) The founding of the Nobel Foundation
(d) The discovery of dynamite
(e) The first Nobel Prize award
Ans. b
Sol. Nobel Prize 2024 winners Honoured in Stockholm and Oslo
The winners of the 2024 Nobel Prizes were awarded in a ceremony
held in the Swedish capital city of Stockholm and the Norwegian capital of Oslo
on 10 December 2024.
The Nobel Prize instituted in the memory of Alfred Noble by the Noble
Foundation is conferred to the winners on 10th December every year.
The Stockholm-born Swedish inventor and businessman Alfred Nobel died on
10 December 1896.
The prize winner of Physics, Chemistry, Physiology or Medicine and Economic
Science is honoured at a ceremony in Stockholm, while the Peace prize winner is
facilitated in Oslo.
Nobel Prize 2024
Physiology or Medicine Nobel Prize 2024

e Given By - The Royal Swedish Academy of Science, Stockholm, Sweden

e Awardee - Victor Ambros (USA) and Gary Ruvkun (USA)

e Achievement - For the discovery of microRNA and.its role in gene regulation.

Physics Nobel Prize 2024
e Given By - The Royal Swedish Academy of Science, Stockholm, Sweden
e Awardee - John J. Hopfield (USA) and Geoffrey E. Hinton (British Canadian)
e Achievement - For foundational discoveries and inventions that enable
machine learning with artificial neural networks

Chemistry Nobel Prize 2024
e Given By - The Royal Swedish Academy of Science, Stockholm, Sweden
Awardee - David Baker (USA), Demis Hassabis (British), and John M. Jumper
(USA)
Achievement - David Baker (for computational protein design)
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Demis Hassabi & John M. Jumper (for protein structure
prediction)

Literature Nobel Prize 2024
e Given By - The Royal Swedish Academy of Science, Stockholm, Sweden
e Awardee - Novelist Han Kang (South Korea)
e Achievement - For her intense poetic prose that confronts historical traumas
and exposes the fragility of human life

Peace Nobel Prize 2024
e Given by - Norwegian Nobel Committee
e Awardee - Japanese organization Nihon Hidankyo (also known as Hibakusha)
e Achievement - For its efforts to achieve a world free of nuclear weapons and
for demonstrating through witness testimony that nuclear weapons must
never be used again

Economics Nobel Prize 2024
e Given By - The Royal Swedish Academy of Science, Stockholm, Sweden
¢ Awardee - Daron Acemoglu (USA), Simon Johnson (USA), and James A
Robinson (USA)
Achievement - For studies of how institutions are formed and affect
prosperity

153. Which state government has launched ‘Him Bhog-Atta’ Project to promote
natural farming?

P I PR A WTHfae Tl B e@1 ¢4 & fore 7w T sirer ufvaie - 3=
Cako

(a) Uttarakhand

(b) Himachal Pradesh

(c) Gujarat

(d) Uttar Pradesh

(e) Bihar

Ans. b

Sol. Himachal Pradesh Govt launched Him Bhog Atta and five Welfare scheme
Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu has launched six welfare
schemes in the state to mark the two years of the completion of his government. The
recently launched welfare schemes are as follows.
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Him Bhog Atta’

e 'Him Bhog Atta’ was launched by the Chief Minister, made from maize grown
by farmers in Uttarakhand through natural farming methods.

e Natural farming systems involve traditional techniques like biomass mulching,
round-the-year green cover, and indigenous cow-based dung and urine
formulations.

e The state government procured maize from 1,506 farmers across ten districts
of the state.

e To promote natural farming, the government aims to enroll 36,000 farmers in
the Rajiv Gandhi Natural Farming Start-up Scheme, part of the Rajiv Gandhi
Start-up Scheme.

Indira Gandhi Sukh Shiksha Yojna

¢ Indira Gandhi Sukh Shiksha Yojna aims to prevent child exploitation and
support vulnerable children from widows, destitute women, divorced women,
and disabled parents.

e The scheme targets 23,000 children and provides monthly financial assistance
of Rs 1000 for children under 18 to cover educational costs.

e The annual budget for the scheme is Rs 53.21 crore.

Himachal Pradesh Subtropical Horticulture, Irrigation and Value Addition
Project (HP Shiva)
Total budget for the scheme -Rs1292 crore
Aim -to encourage horticulture development in nine districts.
It will cover 6,000 hectares and promote the cultivation of fruits like oranges,
guavas, litchi and plums,
Expected to benefit 15,000 farming families directly. The target is to produce
1.3 lakh metric tonnes of fruit annually by 2032 with a market value of Rs. 400
crore.
E-taxi under the Rajiv Gandhi Start-up Swarojgar Yojna

e The Chief Minister symbolically handed keys to 16 electric taxi owners under
the Rajiv Gandhi Self-Employment Start-up Scheme 2023.

e The beneficiary of the scheme receives a 50 % subsidy for the purchase of
vehicles. Electric vehicles will be leased to the state government for five years.

Cow dung purchase scheme

e The state government will buy organic and vermicompost directly from
farmers at Rs 300 per quintal. The amount is directly transferred into the
farmer's account.
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e This is expected to boost farmer's income.
Mobile Ayush healthcare units
e Five mobile units were flagged off by the Chief Minister, which will provide
Ayurveda, Unani, or Homeopathy treatments to the residents in the remote
tribal regions of Kinnaur, Lahaul & Spiti, Chamba and Shillai block of Sirmaur
district.
Mukhyamantri Sukh-Ashray Yojana
e The Chief Minister released financial assistance worth Rs 1.90 crore to the
eligible beneficiaries under the Mukhyamantri Sukh-Ashray Yojana.
e The Sukhu government launched the scheme in February 2023 to provide
education, care, and support to the state's orphan children until they reach the
age of 27.

154. Who has been appointed as the new Managing Director and CEO of
TransUnion CIBIL?
eiagfrae Rifae & e vy feme ok WiEeh & wu o fra e fvar man g2
(a) Rajesh Kumar
(b) Bhavesh Jain
(c) Anil Mehta
(d) Suresh Patel
(e) Ramesh Gupta
Ans. b
Sol. TransUnion CIBIL appoints Bhavesh Jain as MD & CEO
TransUnion CIBIL has appointed Bhavesh Jain as its Managing Director and
CEO. He replaces Rajesh Kumar, who stepped down after five years in the role.
Rajesh has decided to move on after a continuous 32-year career in financial
services. Jain, who served as chief revenue officer for five years, now assumes
the top role.
Recent Appointment in Banking & Insurance Sector
e Governor of RBI - Sanjay Malhotra;26th (replace Shaktikanta Das)
¢ RBI representative at IBBI board - Vaibhav Chaturvedi
e MD & CEO of SBI Funds Management - Nand Kishore (replace Shamsher
Singh)
MD and CEO of Indian Bank - Binod Kumar (replace S L Jain) final approval
pending
DBS Bank India - Rajat Verma (replace Surojit Shome)
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155. What is the name of the women-exclusive bike taxi service launched by
Uber in Bengaluru?

TS A Uber §RT IRE 31 715 Afgarsii & fore faiw g eRit Qa1 &1 9w «n
14

(a) Uber Bike Women

(b) Moto Women

(c) Uber She Rides

(d) Women Rider Connect

(e) Ride Women

Ans. b

Sol. Uber launches women-only bike taxi service 'Moto Women' in Bengaluru
Ride-hailing giant Uber India has introduced ‘Uber Moto Women’ in Bengaluru,
marking its first women-exclusive bike taxi service globally.

The service, which connects female riders with female drivers, is set to expand
to other major metropolitan cities, including Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai,
and Hyderabad.

Uber Moto Women drivers will have the option to switch between accepting
only female riders or all passengers.

Additionally, to ensure passenger safety, Uber has integrated real-time trip
sharing with up to five trusted contacts, phone number anonymisation, and
RideCheck - a system that monitors route deviations and unexpected stops.

A dedicated 24 x7 safety helpline also offers priority support for women users.

156. What is the loan amount sanctioned'by the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) for Amaravati's development?

IR & fawra & fore ulRrars faera 9 (ADB) gRT e d ot iy #7182
(a) USD 500 million

(b) USD 788 miillion

(c) USD 900 million

(d) USD 718 miillion

(e) USD 850 million

Ans. b

Sol. Asian Development Bank approves $788 million loan for Amaravati in AP
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has sanctioned a USD 788.8 million (over
Rs 6,600 crore) results-based loan to Andhra Pradesh for the development of
Amaravati as a green and smart capital city that offers world-class
infrastructure.

The loan will be provided in Japanese yen, amounting to 121.97 billion yen.
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The Amaravati Inclusive and Sustainable Capital City Development Programme
is designed to transform Amaravati into a growth hub for the region, enhancing
economic prospects, providing job opportunities, and improving living
conditions of the residents.
ADB and other multilateral development banks (MDBs) will bring global
expertise and technical support to the Government of Andhra Pradesh,
establishing a strong foundation for a dynamic, sustainable, and vibrant capital
city.
Recent Loan approved by ADB
e India and ADB sign $50 million loan for climate-resilient water security in
Meghalaya
India and ADB sign $98 million loan agreement to boost horticulture
productivity
India and ADB signed a $200 million loan to help upgrade water supply,
sanitation, urban mobility, and other urban services in the state of
Uttarakhand.
India and ADB sign $434.25 million for solar facility in Assam
India and ADB sign 530 crore to boost drinking water supply in 12 cities of
Tripura state
India and ADB sign $500 million to improve healthcare in Maharashtra

157. In December 2024, what is the loan.amount approved by the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) to boost India’s sustainable infrastructure?

fadi®R 2024 ¥, YR & Tad gHATE 2 ot 9grar 37 & forw eRETE e @
(ADB) §RT I 0T IMRT FIT 82

(a) $300 million

(b) $400 million

(c) $500 million

(d) $600 million

(e) $700 million

Ans. c

Sol. ADB approves $500 million loan to boost India’s sustainable infrastructure
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a $500 million loan to
support India’s economic growth by promoting environmentally sustainable
infrastructure.

The ADB loan, with a sovereign guarantee, to India Infrastructure Finance
Company Limited (IIFCL) will advance sustainable infrastructure development.
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This will help IIFCL provide long-term capital for infrastructure projects
focusing on connectivity and energy transition as well as under-resourced
sectors like urban projects, education, and health care.
About Asian Development Bank (ADB)
¢ Founded - 19 December 1966
e Headquarters - Mandaluyong, Metro Manila, Philippines
e President - Masato Kanda (replace Masatsugu Asakawa) effect from 24 Feb
2025
Vice President - Ashok Lavasa
Director of ADB for India - Mio Oka (replace Takeo Konishi)
Executive Director - Vikas Sheel
Adyviser to the Executive Director - Smita Sarangi
Member Countries - 69 (Israel)

158. Which organization has/partnered with HSBC to provide funding for trade
transactions worth up to $1 billion, to bridge the funding gap for emerging
market trade?

IUA FI9R ATUR & fore famdiwor # &t &1 13+ & g, 1 fafera sier 0
& Yo & HATIR d-Tg DI fad G901 Y S & e fd 189 A HSBC & Iy
TSR 3 87

(a) International Monetary Fund (IMF)

(b) World Trade Organization (WTO)

(c) International Finance Corporation (IFC)

(d) Asian Development Bank (ADB)

(e) Bothaand c

Ans. c

Sol. HSBC, IFC launch $1 bn trade finance programme for emerging markets
HSBC and the World Bank's International Finance Corporation (IFC) will jointly
provide funding to trade transactions valued at up to $1 billion, in a move to
help fill a gap in financing for emerging market trade.

They would equally share the risk on a portfolio of trade-related assets held by
emerging-market banks in 20 countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and the
Middle East.

The deal aims to support cross-border trade and bolster exports in critical
industries as economies face geopolitical tensions and trade barriers that could
create uncertainty for supply chains and threaten economic growth.
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159. Indian Grandmaster Dommaraju Gukesh became the youngest chess
champion in the world by defeating Ding Liren of China. Where was the 18th
World Chess Championship held?

YR ASHRER STHRTS] TSI A & &7 e o1 v gf+ranr & e 39 39
& ¥ AT 99 U1 18 fay T Sl wer smaifera &) wE o

(a) Dubai

(b) Singapore

(c) Moscow

(d) New Delhi

(e) Shanghai

Ans. b

Sol. Indian Grandmaster D. Gukesh becomes youngest World chess champion
Indian Grandmaster Dommaraju Gukesh became the youngest chess champion
in the world.

Gukesh made history as he clinched 18th World Chess Championship defeating
Ding Liren of China in the 14th and the final match of the FIDE World Chess
Championship in Singapore.

With the endgame dragging out into the fifth hour, Ding made a blunder in the
55th move which cost him the match and the crown.

India’s 18-year-old prodigy capped his meteoric rise scoring 7.5 points while
defending champion Ding got 6.5 points in the championship. In total 14
matches, Gukesh won three while Ding succeeded in two, rest nine matches
were drawn.

Gukesh beat the record previously held by Garry Kasparov who got the crown
at age of 22. Gukesh is the second world champion from India after
Viswanathan Anand, who won the title four times.

160. On which date is the International Day of Neutrality commemorated every
year?

SR Pt dewyar faaw &3 wre few ardil &t wmar i 82

(a) December 10

(b) December 11

(c) December 12

(d) December 13

(e) December 15

Ans. c

Sol. 12 December - International Day of Neutrality
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International Day of Neutrality is commemorated on December 12 every year
to raise awareness regarding the importance of neutrality in intergovernmental
relations and to strengthen peace and security at the global level.

On 2 February 2017, the UN General Assembly adopted without a vote
resolution 71/275 introduced by Turkmenistan, recognised by the UN as a
permanently neutral state since 12 December 1995 which noted the link
between the preservation of peace and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, and declared 12 December as the International Day of Neutrality.
What is Neutrality?

According to international law, a neutral country is also called a sovereign state.
A neutral country is one that remains neutral by keeping itself away from the
war between other countries. That is, that country does not support any of the
warring countries.

Switzerland is a country which is very famous for its policy of 'neutrality’'. Due
to this policy, Switzerland has been largely successful in avoiding the
destruction of the First and Second World Wars.

160. Who has been appointed as the new fielding coach. for Mumbai Indians
ahead of IPL 2025?

;ﬁﬁwzozsﬁwﬁﬁaﬁm%mwuﬂ%ﬂaﬁaﬁﬁwmw

(a) James Pamment

(b) Carl Hopkinson

(c) Ravi Shastri

(d) Trevor Bayliss

(e) Mahela Jayawardene

Ans. b

Sol. Mumbai Indians appoint Carl Hopkinson as new fielding coach

Mumbai Indians have appointed Carl Hopkinson as their new fielding coach
ahead of IPL 2025.

Hopkinson has replaced James Pamment, who was MlI’s fielding coach for seven
years.

Hopkinson recently finished his stint as England’s long-standing fielding coach,
a role which he took up in 2018.

He was involved in England’s ODI World Cup win on home soil in 2019 and the
T20 World Cup triumph in Australia in November 2022. Hopkinson was also the
head fielding coach for the England U19 team in the 2022 ICC U19 World Cup.
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161. Which platform under Prasar Bharati will provide the live broadcast of the
Hockey India League 2024-25?

TR R & Sifd S AT WCBIH gid 3fSTT ART 2024-25 BT HIUT THAROT
BN

(a) Doordarshan

(b) DD Sports

(c) DD National

(d) DD News

(e) Prasar Bharati TV

Ans. a

Sol. Prasar Bharati signs MoU with Hockey India to provide live broadcast of
upcoming Hockey India League

Prasar Bharati has signed an MoU with Hockey India to provide a live broadcast
of the upcoming Hockey India League. With this MoU, Doordarshan has
become the official broadcast partner for Hockey India League 2024-25.

On the occasion, Hockey India League (HIL) governing committee members
Bhola Nath Singh and Prasar Bharti Chairman Navneet Sehgal exchanged the
MoU.

CEO of Prasar Bharti - Gaurav Dwivedi

DG of Akashvani - Pragya Paliwal Gaur

DG of Doordarshan- Kanchan Prashad

DG of Doordarshan (News) - Priya Kumar

162. International Mountain Day is celebrated every year on 11 December.
What is the theme for International Mountain Day 2024?
RIS udd faw &= Ara 11 f3xaR &1 7= 9Tl g1 SiaRigia udd faaw 2024
&1 fawa w2

(a) Mountains: A Path to the Future

(b) Protecting Mountain Biodiversity

(c) Mountain Solutions for a Sustainable Future - Innovation, Adaptation, and
Youth

(d) Mountains and Climate Change

(e) Sustainable Living in Mountains

Ans. c

Sol. 11 December - International Mountain Day

International Mountain Day is celebrated every year on 11 December.
Objective - To raise awareness about the importance of mountains to life,
highlight opportunities and constraints in mountain development.
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Theme 2024 - Mountain solutions for a sustainable future — innovation,
adaptation and youth

This day, which was instituted by the UN in 2003, emphasizes the need for
protecting mountain ecosystems and sustaining the means of subsistence for
mountain populations.

163. UNICEF Day is celebrated annually on 11 December to commemorate the
establishment of the United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) In which year was UNICEF established?

|G Y SHRITIT 16T SMUTAP TN DIV (GAAE) BT RITTAT & Sucied H 11
ﬁﬂmaﬁqﬁﬁmmwﬁaﬁmm%l gfRaw &1 R fog o 58 0
(a) 1945
(b) 1946
(c) 1947
(d) 1950
(e) 1951
Ans. b
Sol. 11 December - UNICEF Day
UNICEF Day is celebrated annually on 11 December to commemorate the
establishment of the United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund
(UNICEF) in 1946.
This day highlights the organization's critical role in advocating for and
protecting the rights of children worldwide.
The day also stresses the significance of worldwide collaboration in tackling
children’s difficulties, campaigning for equal chances, and ensuring
impoverished children have access to important services.
On December 11, 1946, the United Nations General Assembly and Ludwik
Rajchman established UNICEF to address the needs of children in World War II-
affected nations and give emergency aid to war-affected children and mothers.
164. Who has been appointed as the Executive Director of YES Bank, in
December 2024?
feaR 2024 # 79 9 & FRISRI e & Fu # fHA fFrgaa fosar man g2
(a) Harish Mehta
(b) Manish Jain
(c) Rajiv Kumar
(d) Sanjay Sharma
(e) Anil Gupta
Ans. b
Sol. Manish Jain Appointed Executive Director at YES Bank
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Private sector lender YES Bank has appointed Manish Jain as executive director
(whole-time director) of the bank for three years.
Jain, who joined YES Bank in September 2023, currently oversees its corporate and
wholesale banking business.
Before his new designation, he served as the Country Head of Wholesale Banking,
where he played a critical role in driving the bank’s strategic initiatives in large
corporate, government, and financial institution sectors.
With a career spanning over three decades, Jain brings extensive experience in
banking and finance, including 23 years at Standard Chartered Bank.
Recent Appointment in Banking & Insurance Sector
e MD & CEO of TransUnion CIBIL - Bhavesh Jain (replace Rajesh Kumar)
e Governor of RBI - Sanjay Malhotra;26th (replace Shaktikanta Das)
¢ RBI representative at IBBI board - Vaibhav Chaturvedi
MD & CEO of SBI Funds Management - Nand Kishore (replace Shamsher
Singh)
MD and CEO of Indian Bank - Binod Kumar (replace S L Jain) final approval
pending

165. National Dope Testing Laboratory (NDTL), New Delhi has received the
approval from World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) as an Athlete Passport
Management Unit to manage Athlete Biological Passport (ABP). What is the
Athlete Biological Passport (ABP) primarily used for?

MBI S1U T&01 FAITRITE (TASICITe), 78 faeet I Tyl araaiioed aread
@dd) & yded & fore vydic uuid udYd s&18 & U H fay sift At voldt
@rsn) I weRt e 713 81 vyelie ardivied THae (@S ST =1 U 9
SyanT i forg foma <mar 82

(a) To track an athlete's performance statistics

(b) To monitor an athlete’s biological markers over time

(c) To certify an athlete’s fitness for competitions

(d) To record training schedules

(e) To measure hydration levels during games

Ans. b

Sol. NDTL receives approval from WADA to manage Athlete Biological Passport
National Dope Testing Laboratory (NDTL), New Delhi has received the approval from
World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) as an Athlete Passport Management Unit to
manage Athlete Biological Passport.

The National Dope Testing Laboratory (NDTL) has received approval from the World
Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) to manage the Athlete Biological Passport (ABP), which
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is significant for the country's initiatives to curb the abuse of banned performance-
enhancing substances.

The Athlete Biological Passport is an advanced anti-doping tool that monitors an
athlete’s biological markers over time. It analyzes variations in parameters such as
blood and steroid profiles to ensure fair play in sports and to protect clean athletes.

166. What is Elon Musk’s current net worth according to the Bloomberg
Billionaires Index 2024?

s faferaad SS5 2024 F SHUR TAH AP B qaHH $d Ui 39T 82
(a) $400 billion

(b) $447 billion

(c) $500 billion

(d) $357 billion

(e) $300 billion

Ans. b

Sol. Elon Musk makes history: Surpasses $400 billion net worth, widening lead
over Bezos and Zuckerberg

Elon Musk has become the first person to surpass $400 billion in net worth,
solidifying his position as the world’s richest individual.

According to the Bloomberg Billionaires Index, Musk’s fortune has reached
$447 billion, marking significant growth since the US presidential election.
Musk’s increasing wealth highlights the rising value of his ventures, particularly
in the electric vehicle and space sectors, as Tesla and SpaceX continue to lead
their respective markets.

Amazon founder Jeff Bezos is a distant second on the list with a total worth of
$249 billion and Mark Zuckerberg is a close third at $224 billion.

Larry Ellison is in the fourth position with a net worth of $198 billion and
Bernard Arnault is at $181 billion.

Elon Musk’s wealth isn’t just tied to his well-known companies, SpaceX and
Tesla. His artificial intelligence startup, xAl, has seen its valuation double to $50
billion since May.

167. BOBCARD LIMITED has introduced the TIARA Credit Card, premium credit
card designed exclusively for women. Who is the cricketer collaborating with
BOBCARD for the campaign of the TIARA Credit Card?

diaeTs fafties F wfgwrsi & fore faviv +u @ fewrs= forar war wiftraw »fse
TS, fearT HfSe o1s 1 fFar 7| fearT Hfse #18 & oift™ & forg sfaers &
Y FEANT H3A arel] fbdbex oI 82

(a) Mithali Raj
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(b) Shreyanka Patil

(c) Smriti Mandhana

(d) Harmanpreet Kaur

(e) Jhulan Goswami

Ans. b

Sol. BOBCARD unveils a women-centric credit card with free health perk
vouchers

BOBCARD LIMITED has introduced the TIARA Credit Card, premium credit card
designed exclusively for women.

Unveiled by model and actor Milind Soman, Pinkathon creator and yoga
practitioner Ankita Konwar, and Ravindra Rai, MD & CEO of BOBCARD LIMITED,
the TIARA card is powered by the RuPay network.

It offers a host of rewards and benefits across travel, dining, lifestyle,
entertainment, and health categories, catering to the aspirations of modern
women.

The TIARA cardholders get complimentary vouchers and memberships worth
up to Rs 31,000 from leading brands like Myntra, Nykaa, Flipkart, Lakme Salon,
and Urban Company.

To amplify the card’s empowering message, BOBCARD has collaborated with
cricketer Shreyanka Patil, who embodies the campaign tagline ‘'Your Woman
Card is Your Power Move.’

168. Max Life Insurance announced a change in its corporate name to Axis Max
Life Insurance after receiving the corporate and regulatory approval. What is
the current stake of Axis Bank in Max Life after the acquisition?

Y AISP SN A PIURC R A ame® srgAeT U 34 & a1¢ 3ruA
PIURE ATH P TSP TRTH AT ASH SUNY B B 99 B11 AfRrgor &
91¢ AR A% | Ty S B 99 e et 22

(@) 15.99%

(b) 19.99%

(c) 25.45%

(d) 30%

(e) 35%

Ans. b

Sol. Max Life rebrands to Axis Max Life Insurance after regulatory approval
Max Life Insurance announced a change in its corporate name to Axis Max Life
Insurance after receiving the corporate and regulatory approval.
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Earlier this year, Axis Bank’s board of directors approved the proposal to
acquire Makx Life shares, raising Axis entities’ total holding in the insurance
company to 19.99 percent from 19.02 percent.

Following this stake acquisition by Axis Bank, the stake of MFSL in Max Life
reduced to 81 percent from 87 percent earlier.

The new brand identity is reflected in a new logo through the inclusion of Axis’s
‘A’ and burgundy shade.

According to its exchange filing, the new brand names would carry forward the
legacy of trust and expertise of Max identity, adding confidence and familiarity.

169. The World Bank has approved $325 million to boost the Uttar Pradesh
Agriculture Growth and Rural Enterprise Ecosystem Strengthening (UP-AGREES)
Project. What is the main objective of the UP-AGREES Project?

fay 8% 9 ST wdw Y fawT vd anftor Sem wiifRufas @ gedtewor (up-
AGREES) URGISHT 1 d¢rar 37 & fore 325 fifera= sier &t oot Y 21 uP-
AGREES TFRTSHT T Y& &= FT §?

(a) To improve the agricultural exports of Uttar Pradesh

(b) To enhance farmers’ incomes through improved crop productivity and
market connections

(c) To reduce the wheat production in Uttar Pradesh

(d) To increase the production of rice in Uttar Pradesh

(e) To build large-scale industrial farms

Ans. b

Sol. World Bank approves $325 Million Project to Boost Agriculture in Uttar
Pradesh

The World Bank has approved the Uttar Pradesh Agriculture Growth and Rural
Enterprise Ecosystem Strengthening (UP-AGREES) Project, a $325.10 million
initiative aimed at enhancing farmers’ incomes in Uttar Pradesh through
improved crop productivity, adoption of digital and climate-resilient practices,
and better market connections.

The project also seeks to attract $15 million in private investment to bolster
these efforts.

Over the past decade, Uttar Pradesh has emerged as a leader in Indian
agriculture, ranking first in wheat production, second in rice, and third in
agricutural exports.

Despite this progress, small-scale farmers continue to face challenges such as
low productivity, limited access to modern technology, and inadequate post-
harvest infrastructure. The UP-AGREES Project aims to address these barriers,
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benefiting one million producers, particularly in the Eastern UP and
Bundelkhand regions.

170. When is National Horse Day celebrated in India?

HRA # P14 31y fiaw S v oiran 32

(a) December 15

(b) December 12

(c) December 13

(d) December 16

(e) December 14

Ans. c

Sol. 13 December - National Horse Day

National Horse Day is celebrated annually on December 13 in India to honor
and acknowledge the importance of horses in the country’s history, culture, and
economy.

The day is meant to highlight the significant role horses have played in India’'s
agriculture, transportation, sports, and military. It serves to promote awareness
about horse welfare and the need to protect and preserve these majestic
animals.

171. When is National Energy Conservation Day celebrated in India?

HRT H AP Sl W& faas S AT Sl 32

(a) December 10

(b) December 14

(c) December 15

(d) December 12

(e) December 13

Ans. b

Sol. 14 December - National Energy Conservation Day

National Energy Conservation Day is celebrated annually on December 14 in
India to raise awareness about the importance of energy conservation and
efficient energy usage.

The day highlights the need for reducing energy consumption and promoting
sustainable energy practices to protect the environment and ensure the
sustainable development of the nation.

Theme 2024 - Powering Sustainability: Every Watt Counts

Introduced in 1991, the National Energy Conservation Day is championed by
the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) under the Ministry of Power and serves as
a reminder of the vital role that energy plays in our day-to-day lives and the
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urgency to conserve it. It symbolises India’'s commitment to energy efficiency
and conservation.

172. Mikheil Kavelashvili has been elected the next president of Georgia. What
is Mikheil Kavelashvili's previous profession?

foraTse Sderfadht ot wiferar o1 erTen Jryufa g1 T 7 | freTga Haawiiae
1 fUroen o= w1 32

(a) Lawyer

(b) Footballer

(c) Economist

(d) Diplomat

(e) Businessman

Ans. b

Sol. Mikheil Kavelashvili elected as the president of Georgia

Mikheil Kavelashvili, a former Manchester City footballer and MP with the
Georgian Dream party, will become Georgia's next president.

The Georgian Dream party controls the electoral college deciding his
appointment, having eliminated popular voting for president in 2017.
Kavelashvili will join George Weah of Liberia as only the second former
footballer to serve as a head of state.

173. Which of the following statements about the SBI Chief's role and NARCL
is/are correct?

THEISTS UHE 1 YT 3R TSR iTd & aR | fafifad § § &9 a1 sy
e B/e?

(P) The committee to recommend a fresh list of accounts for NARCL will be
headed by C S Setty.

(Q) NARCL is commonly referred to as the ‘Bad Bank.’

(R) NARCL was established in mid-2020.

(a) only P

(b) only Q

(c) only Rand P

(d) only Pand Q

(e) all are correct

Ans. d

Sol. SBI chief to head panel to recommend fresh list of accounts for NARCL: DFS
The Department of Financial Services (DFS) in the Finance Ministry has decided
to set up a Committee under the Chairmanship of SBI Chairman C S Setty to
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submit a fresh list of accounts for transfer to the National Asset Reconstruction
Company Limited (NARCL), colloquially known as ‘Bad Bank'.

This emerged at a review meeting chaired by DFS Secretary M Nagaraju to
address key operational challenges and enhance the efficiency of resolution
mechanisms through NARCL and the National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT).
Till date, NARCL, which came into the scene in mid-2021, has acquired 22
accounts with an exposure of ¥95,711 crore. The Finance Ministry had a few
months back said that it was targeting stressed assets transfer of ¥1 lakh crore
to the National Asset Reconstruction Company Ltd (NARCL) by March 2025.
Essentially, a Bad Bank serves as an entity that consolidates a bank’s bad loans
or non-performing assets (NPAs) and works towards resolving or liquidating
these stressed assets to recover maximum value.

In India, NARCL acquires these loans by paying 15 per cent of the amount in
cash and the remainder in government-guaranteed SRs, which banks can invoke
during the resolution or liquidation of bad loans.

174. Who is the first Pakistan bowler to take 100 wickets in each format of
international cricket?

Wﬁm%mmﬁmoﬁwaﬁmmmmﬁq

(a) Haris Rauf

(b) Wasim Akram

(c) Shaheen Afridi

(d) Waqar Younis

(e) Shoaib Akhtar

Ans. c

Sol. Shaheen Afridi Becomes Youngest Bowler to take 100 Wickets in all 3
formats

Pakistan pacer Shaheen Afridi made history by becoming his country first
bowler to take 100 wickets in each format of the international cricket.

The left-arm pacer achieved the milestone during the first T20l against South
Africa in Durban. The hosts defeated Pakistan by 11 runs in the match.

In the match, Shaheen took three wickets to complete 100 T20I wickets in 74
T20s and became the first Pakistan bowler to have 100 wickets in each format
of the game.

Shaheen became the youngest player in the world to achieve the feat and the
first to reach 100 wickets in all three formats of the game in international
cricket before turning 30.
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Notably, he become the youngest bowler to take 100 wickets in all three
formats. He joined the club of New Zealand's Tim Southee, Bangladesh's Shakib
Al Hasan, and Sri Lanka's Lasith Malinga.

Afridi became the second fastest Pakistani bowler to achieve this feat. Now, he
only behind Haris Rauf, who achieved this milestone in 71 matches.

175. Consider the following points about Legendary tabla maestro Zakir
Hussain. How many of the given point(s) is/are CORRECT?

HE™ d9dT dIg® Slie gad & g § fufafed figei w far «¢) g e
Rigealf 4 A fraa v &

(i) Ustaad Zakir Hussain was born in Mumbai on March 9, 1951.

(ii) In a career spanning six decades, Hussain won five Grammy Awards.

(iii) His most recent film ‘Monkey Man’ was released in 2024.

(iv) Hussain received the Padma Shri in 1988, Padma Bhushan in 2002, and the
Padma Vibhushan in 2023.

(a) only one

(b) only two

(c) only three

(d) all are correct

(e) all are incorrect

Ans.d

Sol. Legendary tabla maestro Zakir Hussain passes away at 73

Legendary tabla maestro Zakir Hussain passed away at the age of 73.

Ustaad Zakir Hussain was born on March 9, 1951, in Mumbai. As the eldest son
of the illustrious tabla player Allah Rakha, he was naturally drawn towards
music from a very young age.

In a career spanning six decades, Hussain won five Grammy Awards, including
three at the 66th Grammy Awards earlier this year. He also acted in a few
movies including ‘Saaz’, ‘Heat and Dust’. His most recent film ‘Monkey Man’
was released in 2024.

Zakir Hussain collaborated with several renowned artists, both Indian and
international. His 1973 project with English guitarist John McLaughlin, violinist
L Shankar, and percussionist T.H. ‘Vikku’ Vinayakram was groundbreaking.
Hussain received the Padma Shri, one of the country’s highest civilian honours,
in 1988, the Padma Bhushan in 2002, and the Padma Vibhushan in 2023.

176. Who has been appointed as the new Prime Minister of France by
Emmanuel Macron, in December 2024?

faiaR 2024 ¥ AT Al A WG & ¢ YU & w0 A fHa frge fear g2
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(a) Jean-Luc Mélenchon
(b) Francois Bayrou
(c) Michel Barnier
(d) Marine Le Pen
(e) Nicolas Sarkozy
Ans. b
Sol. Emmanuel Macron announces Francois Bayrou as the new PM of France
French President Emmanuel Macron has been named Francois Bayrou his fourth
prime minister of 2024, tasking the veteran centrist with steering the country
out of its second major political crisis in the last six months.
Centrist Bayrou marks the country’s fourth prime minister this year after
Barnier resigned on Dec. 5 in the wake of a historic no-confidence vote, which
saw an unlikely alliance between opposition parties on the left and far right.
The 73-year-old veteran politician has led France’s centre-right Democratic
Movement since he founded it in 2007 and is a longtime ally of Macron. He will
now be expected to form a new government in the coming weeks.
About France

e Capital- Paris

¢ President- Emmanuel Macron

¢ Prime Minister- Francois Bayrou

o Official language- French

177. Which country has become the first European nation to join the
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership
(CPTPP)?

D1 T I -1 Urd=RRM (CPTPP) & fore auTu® 3R wifasiie qwsia
# M g9 9Tl uga RIYI Y § 14T 72

(a) Germany

(b) France

(c) Spain

(d) Italy

(e) Britain

Ans. e

Sol. Britain Becomes First European Nation to Join CPTPP

Britain has become the first European nation to join the Comprehensive and
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), becoming the 12th
member.
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The bloc comprises Canada and Japan, Australia, New Zealand, Brunei, Chile,
Malaysia, Mexico, Peru, Singapore, and Vietnam.

The UK, following its 2016 Brexit referendum, is attempting to establish new trade
deals abroad after signing the accession treaty with most EU members.
Established in 2018, the bloc safeguards against Chinese hegemony in the region,
providing British companies access to a market of over 500 million people,
contributing over 15% of the world’'s GDP.

178. Which of the following statements about the 2024 Syed Mushtaq Ali
Trophy final is CORRECT?

2024 T YIATP 3l 1B BIsAd & a | Fafafed § & &1 91 $39 98t 82
(P) Mumbai defeated Madhya Pradesh to win the final by 5 wickets.

(Q) The final match was held at Eden Gardens, Kolkata.

(R) Madhya Pradesh won the tournament for the first time.

(S) Suryansh Shedge from Mumbai was named Player of the Match in the final.
(a) only P and Q

(b) only Q and R

(c)onlyRand S

(d) only S and P

(e) only P and R

Ans.d

Sol. Mumbai defeats Madhya Pradesh to win the 2024 Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy
Mumbai, led by Shreyas lyer, defeated Madhya Pradesh to win the 2024-25 season
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy.

In the final played at the Chinnaswamy stadium, Bengaluru, Mumbai defeated
Madhya Pradesh by 5 wickets to win their second Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy.

The victory over Madhya Pradesh in Bengaluru was the second title win for the
Mumbai team. Mumbai had earlier won the Syed Mushtaq Ali trophy in the 2022-23
season by defeating Himachal Pradesh.

Award winner

Player of the Match: Suryansh Shedge (Mumbai)

Player of the Tournament : Ajinkaya Rahane (Mumbai)

The Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy is a domestic championship organised by the Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) and is played in the T20 format.

Thirty-eight teams which participated in the Ranji Trophy played in this season of the
Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy, which was divided into five groups.

179. Which of the following statements about the CHARAK initiative is
CORRECT?
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(P) CHARAK focuses on providing free treatment to patients with life-
threatening diseases in the Singrauli region.

(Q) CHARAK is implemented by Northern Coalfields Limited (NCL) under the
guidance of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

(R) CHARAK benefits only individuals with a family income below Rs. 5 Lakhs
per annum.

(a) only P

(b) only Q

(c) only R

(d) only P and Q

(e) only Qand R

Ans. a

Sol. INCL Launches ‘CHARAK’- “Community Health: A Responsive Action for
Koylanchal” in Singrauli

Under the guidance of the Ministry of Coal, Singrauli based Coal India arm
Northern Coalfields Limited (NCL) has rolled out ‘CHARAK’- “Community
Health: A Responsive Action for Koylanchal”, an innovative health-centric CSR
Initiative.

This project is aimed at providing free treatment for the patients suffering from
identified Life- Threatening diseases belonging to Economically Weaker
Sections of Singrauli region.

Under ‘CHARAK’, NCL will provide free treatment of identified life-threatening
diseases at its dedicated hospital (NSC) or at specialised empanelled hospitals
across the country.

Residents of Singrauli and Sonbhadra districts having annual family income
below Rs. 8 Lakhs from all sources will be eligible for benefit under this scheme.
Under this scheme, Malignancy, TB and related complications, HIV and related
complications, Cardiovascular diseases, Organ Transplant, Burns with
contractures leading to permanent disability, Liver disorders, Sudden vision loss
etc. are covered.

As a responsible Corporate, NCL is committed to improving the socio-economic
profile of Singrauli region through its different CSR interventions. Notably, NCL
touched the lives of around 10 Lakhs people and spent more than 1,000 Crores
on various CSR initiatives in the previous 10 years.

180. Who has been appointed as the new Country Manager and Vice President
for Google India?

TR 3131 & 7T Sl AR R IuTend F = H [$A fFrgea fear mar @2
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(a) Sanjay Gupta
(b) Preeti Lobana
(c) Roma Datta Chobey
(d) Sundar Pichai
(e) Parul Tyagi
Ans. b
Sol. Google appoints Preeti Lobana as India Head
Tech giant Google has appointed Preeti Lobana as its new Country Manager and
Vice President for India.
Lobana succeeds Sanjay Gupta, who was recently transitioned to a bigger role
as President of the Asia Pacific region.
A seasoned Googler with eight years of experience as Vice President of
customer-centric solutions, Lobana will now spearhead Google India’s sales and
operations, driving the company’s commitment to India’s burgeoning digital
economy.
Google had also appointed Roma Datta Chobey, the managing director for the
digital native industries division of Google India, as the interim country
manager.
Recent Appointment
¢ Fielding coach of Mumbai Indians - Carl Hopkinson (replace James Pamment)
o Speaker of 6th Jharkhand Legislative Assembly - Rabindra Mahto
o Speaker of 15th Maharashtra Legislative Assembly - Rahul Narwekar of BJP
e Acting Secreatry of BCCI - Devajit Saikia (replace Jay Shah)
Chairman of International Cricket Council (ICC) - Jay Shah (replace Greg
Barclay)
President of FICCI for 2024-25 - Harsha Vardhan Agarwal (replace Anish
Shah)

181. The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) in collaboration with the
Madras Diabetes Research Foundation (MDRF) has set up the country’s first
diabetes biobank in Chennai. What is the primary purpose of India’s first
diabetes biobank?

YRAI R sgau™ ukug (ICMR) 3 TSR AYAT YT BTSSR (MDRF)
& 1Y et A9 A I &1 ygar ayHe Te e WiIfud fFar 81 YR & uga
AYAT TRNSD BT WIS ST FT 82

(a) To develop diabetes vaccines

(b) To assist scientific studies on diabetes and related disorders

(c) To store medicines for diabetes treatment
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(d) To establish diabetes awareness programs

(e) To provide free diabetes treatment to patients

Ans. b

Sol. India sets up its first diabetes biobank in Chennai

Aimed at facilitating advanced research on diabetes, the variations of the Indian
type and other related disorders, the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR)
in collaboration with the Madras Diabetes Research Foundation (MDRF) has set
up the country’s first diabetes biobank.

This repository of population-based biological samples established in Chennai
will gather, process, store and distribute biospecimens to assist scientific
studies.

A plethora of blood samples of different types of diabetes in the young, such as
Type 1, Type 2 and gestational diabetes, have been stored for future studies and
research.

182. Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL) has signed an agreement
with NICDC Logistics Data Services Ltd. (NLDS) to integrate its APIs with
Unified Logistics Interface Platform (ULIP). What are the expected benefits of
integrating HPCL's API with ULIP?

g™ Ugiforay siuRze fafids (wadiiiee) A su= Tiiens ot gfwiss
ATRERT SeThd Wb (JUASNTSU) & ATY TDHIPd B+ & AT TASATS I
arfviead Ser afdd fafies (Tuasiey) & |1Y Ue aHgid W gwler fPy
g1 TadRiiva & Thtens «1 quasngdt & |1y UPhipd He- & T fuféra ary g2
(a) Reduced traffic congestion on highways

(b) Enhanced transparency and operational efficiency in logistics

(c) Free refueling for logistics companies

(d) Real-time tracking of cargo deliveries

(e) Direct government subsidies for transporters

Ans. b

Sol. HPCL Signs Agreement with NLDS for Integration of APl with Unified
Logistics Interface Platform

Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL) has signed an agreement
with NICDC Logistics Data Services Ltd. (NLDS) to integrate its APIs with
Unified Logistics Interface Platform (ULIP).

This partnership is a significant step towards enhancing transparency,
operational efficiency, and innovation in India’s logistics sector.

The HPCL API of ULIP provides Fuel Station & Pricing Visibility, which offers
real-time visibility into the location and pricing of HPCL fuel stations across
India.
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This API is expected to address critical logistics challenges, such as lack of
clarity on refueling options and fluctuating fuel costs along various routes.
By utilizing this data, logistics service providers, traders and transporters can
optimize their planning and operations, ultimately reducing costs and
inefficiencies.

183. The Centre for Development of Telematics (C-DOT), the premier telecom
R&D centre under the Department of Telecommunications (DoT), Government
of India, has signed an agreement with Trois Infotech for its "Face Recognition
Using Drone" technology. Under which program was the agreement for "Face
Recognition Using Drone" signed?

HRA PR P GRATR fAUTT (DoT) F T8d THE GRUAR JHYT Td faprT &3,
Hex B SqauHe TP SAHTERT (C-DOT) A (U "SIF BT SUURT HIdb UG
UEA" P & T ¢fsd s7hIcd & HIY Th FHSNA WX gwiar fee &1 s
PT SUGRT P& g Uga" & fore queiar g sried & agd foear mar un?
(a) Digital India Program

(b) Telecom Technology Development Fund

(c) Make in India Initiative

(d) National Broadband Mission

(e) Universal Telecom Research Program

Ans. b

Sol. C-DOT ties up with Trois Infotech for ‘Face Recognition Using Drone”
technology

In a significant step towards advancing indigenous, state-of-the-art, next-
generation telecommunications technology, the Centre for Development of
Telematics (C-DOT), the premier telecom R&D centre under the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT), Government of India, has signed an agreement with
Trois Infotech for its "Face Recognition Using Drone" technology.

The agreement has been signed under the Telecom Technology Development
Fund (TTDF) program of (Universal Service Obligation Fund) USOF,
(Department of Telecommunications), with C-DOT as the Implementing Agency,
Gol.

This collaboration marks a significant step forward in the development of state-
of-the-art indigenous telecom technologies and solutions, aligning with the
vision of "Atmanirbhar Bharat” through C-DOT's Collaborative Programs (CCP).
The scheme is designed to fund Indian startups, academia, and R&D
institutions, acting as a crucial enabler for the design, development, and
commercialization of telecommunication products and solutions. It aims to
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facilitate affordable broadband and mobile services, playing a vital role in
bridging the digital divide across India.

Trois Infotech is an innovative deep-tech startup, founded in 2018 and
headquartered in Technopark, Trivandrum.

CEO of C-DOT - Dr. RajKumar Upadhyay.

184. The bilateral naval exercise SLINEX 2024 (Sri Lanka-India Exercise) will be
conducted from 17 to 20 Dec 24 at Visakhapatnam under the aegis of the
Eastern Naval Command. Which Indian naval vessel is participating in SLINEX
2024?

gdf AT UM & daray | fgueiia TRA® 31T SLINEX 2024 (Hte1-
IR 31¥TH) 17 ¥ 20 AR 2024 7 fazmara=w # smaifora fear smam)
SLINEX 2024 ¥ B9 T YRR A1AT=1% Tid YRT & ¥8T 82

(a) INS Vikrant

(b) INS Sumitra

(c) INS Arihant

(d) INS Shivalik

(e) INS Chennai

Ans. b

Sol. India, Sri Lanka joint naval exercise SLINEX 2024 begins

The bilateral naval exercise SLINEX 2024 (Sri Lanka-India Exercise) will be
conducted from 17 to 20 Dec 24 at Visakhapatnam under the aegis of the
Eastern Naval Command.

The exercise will be held in two phases - the Harbour Phase from 17 to 18
December and the Sea Phase from 19 to 20 December.

Initiated in 2005, SLINEX is a significant series of bilateral naval exercises that
have strengthened maritime cooperation between India and Sri Lanka over the
years.

Indian Naval Ship INS Sumitra, a naval offshore patrol vessel of the Eastern
Fleet, along with a Special Forces team will participate on behalf of India, while
SLNS Sayura, an offshore patrol vessel, with an embarked Special Forces team
will join on behalf of Sri Lanka.

During the harbour phase, participants will engage in professional and social
exchanges to strengthen mutual understanding. The Sea Phase will feature joint
exercises, including Special Forces operations, gun firings, communication
drills, seamanship practices, navigation evolutions, and helicopter operations.
Recent Exercise
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Joint Military Exercise Harimau Shakti 2024 between India and Malaysia -
Bentong camp, Pahang district, Malaysia.

1%t edition of Joint Tabletop Exercise, CINBAX between India and Cambodia -
Foreign Training Node, Pune, Maharashtra.

ICG conducted 11th National Maritime Search and Rescue Exercise (SAREX-
2024) off the Kochi coast.

Indian Coast Guard conducts maritime search and rescue exercises off Kochi
coast

13th edition of Joint Military Exercise AGNI WARRIOR (XAW-2024) between
India and Singapore - Field Firing Ranges, Devlali, Maharashtra

185. Manipal Academy of BFSI (MABFSI), a leading learning solutions provider
for the BFSI sector, has partnered with Axis Bank to launch a Women-Exclusive
Cohort under the Axis Bank Young Bankers Program (ABYB). What is the
primary aim of the Women:=Exclusive Young Bankers Cohort?

dieweaang &= & forg srroft Rigror wwmur ugrar afdrre srereH sife
SITETHATE (TACSITETHSIT) 3 YR 9% I bl i (Tarse) & agd
afgar-faRiv #igid I= H1 & T tfdow §o & iy IrgieRt @1 31 afgar-fagy
T S P11 &1 UTufie ITa T 87

(a) To train graduates in financial technology

(b) To reduce unemployment among women in rural areas

(c) To introduce new banking technologies

(d) To train women for entrepreneurship roles

(e) To strengthen gender diversity and inclusion in.banking

Ans. e

Sol. MABFSi & Axis Bank Launches Women-Exclusive Young Bankers Cohort to
Drive Gender Inclusion in Banking

Manipal Academy of BFSI (MABFSI), a leading learning solutions provider for
the BFSI sector, has partnered with Axis Bank to launch a Women-Exclusive
Cohort under the Axis Bank Young Bankers Program (ABYB).

This initiative aims to strengthen gender diversity and inclusion in the banking
workforce.

The ABYB program, which has trained over 16,000 graduates over the past 12
years, has introduced this exclusive women-only cohort to boost female
participation.

With 700 women enrolled, the program has improved the gender ratio from
31% to 38% for FY 2024-25, marking a significant step forward compared to
previous batches.
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186. Newgen Software, a global leader in Al-driven digital transformation, has
launched its Al-enabled Captive Finance Solution. What technology powers the
Al-enabled Captive Finance Solution by Newgen?

T3S -Tarterd f$forea ufvad= & 3f¥e srft <ei= Aivedar A SO vas-gem
ST BIgAT JUTYT Al forar ] 1| YW kT T3S-eH HfYa Brgaw gHIY
B B H dH-11d AfGd TG Bl 8

(a) Blockchain Technology

(b) NewgenONE Low-Code Platform

(c) Internet of Things (loT)

(d) Robotic Process Automation (RPA)

(e) Quantum Computing

Ans. b

Sol. Newgen Unveils Al-enabled Captive Finance Solution to Revolutionize
Lending and Leasing Operations

Newgen Software, a global leader in Al-driven digital transformation, has
announced the launch of its Al-enabled Captive Finance Solution, powered by
the NewgenONE low-code platform.

The solution is designed to help captive finance organizations and NBFCs
optimize lending and leasing operations through intelligent automation and a
customer-centric approach.

The newly launched solution addresses a wide array of financing needs for retail
customers, dealers, and suppliers. It features specialized modules for lending,
leasing, inventory financing, working capital loans, term loans, credit limit
management, and invoice discounting.

187. The United Nations has recognised ecologist Madhav Gadgil with the
annual Champions of the Earth award, the UN's highest environmental honour.
What is the primary reason Madhav Gadgil received the UNEP Champions of
the Earth award?

Hgad Y A uIkfRUfaaifag wrua msfa o aifife dftdw s g o R |
FHT [T 7, St WYa I1Y ST Haie qaiaRor 6w § | 714d MSira o
gus Ul AT 8T g o R R fire™ &1 4Re1 SR T 87

(a) His work on renewable energy projects

(b) His contributions to the ecological protection of the Western Ghats

(c) His role in combating air pollution in urban areas

(d) His leadership in promoting sustainable farming practices

(e) His efforts to conserve marine biodiversity

Ans. b
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Sol. Ecologist Madhav Gadgil honoured with UNEP Champions of Earth Award
Veteran Indian ecologist Madhav Gadgil has been chosen as one of the six
persons/institutions to be honoured with the prestigious 2024 United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) ‘Champions of the Earth’ award.

Mr. Gadgil, the only Indian on the list of this year's award recipients, chaired the
government-constituted Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel to study the
impact of population pressure, climate change, and development activities on
the ecologically fragile region in India.

The ‘Champions of the Earth award is considered the United Nation’s highest
environmental honour.

The panel recommended in 2011 that the entire hill range be declared an
Ecologically Sensitive Area (ESA) and divided into three Ecologically Sensitive
Zones (ESZ 1, 2, and 3) based on their environmental sensitivity.

It also recommended a ban on mining, quarrying, new thermal power plants,
hydropower projects, and large-scale wind energy projects in ESZ 1. However,
these recommendations faced opposition from State governments, industries,
and local communities.

UNESCO declared the Western Ghats a World Heritage Site in July 2012 and in
2013, the Centre formed a High-Level Working Group led by rocket scientist K
Kasturirangan to propose measures for the ecological protection and
sustainable development of the region.

This group identified 37% of the Western Ghats, covering 59,940 square km, as
ecologically sensitive.

List of the 2024 UNEP Champions of Earth Award winners

Winner Category

Madhav Gadgil (India) Lifetime Achievement

Sonia Guajajara (Brazil's Minister of Indigenous Peoples) Policy Leadership

Lu Qi(China) Science and Innovation

Sekem Organisation of Egypt (It was founded by Ibrahim Entrepreneurial Vision
Abouleish)

Amy Bowers Cordalis (United States of America) Inspiration and Action
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Gabriel Paun (Romania) Inspiration and Action

188. Which player won the women'’s singles title at the Odisha Masters 2024?
NFE ARCH 2024 ¥ Az Tova o1 f&ara fory ATt A sitar

(a) PV Sindhu

(b) Cai Yan Yan

(c) Saina Nehwal

(d) Anmol Kharb

(e) Tanvi Sharma

Ans. b

Sol. Rithvik Kumar wins Odisha Masters 2024 badminton men'’s singles title
Rithvik Sanjeevi Satish Kumar won the men’s single title of the 2024 BWF
Super100 Odisha Masters badminton tournament.

Rithvik was the sole Indian winner in the Odisha Masters, which was dominated
by the Chinese players, who won three titles, and the Japanese claimed the
women'’s doubles title.

Chinese Cai Yan Yan won her second consecutive women's single BWF Super
100 title in Cuttack by defeating 15-year-old Tanvi Sharma in the final.

Last week, Cai Yan Yan won the 2024 BWF Super 100 Guwahati tournament’s
singles title, defeating Anmol Kharb of India.

The $100,000 lakh prize money BWF Super 100 Odisha Masters 2024 was held
in Cuttack, Odisha. It was the third edition of the BWF Super 100 Odisha
Masters after the inaugural edition in 2021 and 2023.

The BWEF Super 100 Odisha Masters 2024 was organised jointly by the
Badminton’s governing body in India, the Badminton Association of India and
the Odisha Badminton Association.

189. Where did the Indian Women's Junior Hockey team win the Women's
Junior Asia Cup title in 2024?

YR Afgar SIfAaR gie! &9 7 2024 § ufgar AR ufkmar wu 1 fadare @sl
Sitdr?

(a) Dubai, UAE

(b) Doha, Qatar

(c) Muscat, Oman

(d) Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

(e) Jakarta, Indonesia

Ans. c

Sol. Indian Hockey team won Women's Junior Asia Cup title at Muscat
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Indian women's junior hockey team successfully defended their Women's Junior
Asia Cup title in Muscat, Oman, by defeating China 3-2 in the final.
India, the previous 2023 edition winner, won the 10th Women's Junior Asia
Cup,3-2 in the penalty shoot-out in the final played at Muscat.
The top five finishers at the 2024 Women's Junior Asia Cup -India, China, Japan,
South Korea and Malaysia qualified for the 2025 FIH Women'’s Junior World
Cup in Chile.
The Indian women's team emulated the Indian men’s hockey team, which won
the 2024 Hockey Junior Asia Cup for the fifth time in Muscat, Oman.
190. What was the WPI-based inflation rate in November 2024?
TGER 2024 § WP STUTRT garewifa &3 &m 4z
(a) 2.40%
(b) 1.89%
(c) 2.10%
(d) 1.29%
(e) 1.63%
Ans. b
Sol. WPI inflation falls to 3-month low of 1.89% in November on softer food Prices
Wholesale price index (WPI)-based inflation hit a three-month low of 1.89 per cent in
November 2024 from 2.4 per cent recorded in October 2024.
This fall in WPI was largely due to the softening of primary food inflation, which
moderated to 8.63 per cent in November 2024 compared to 13.54 per cent in
October 2024.
For the April-November 2024 period, WPI'inflation stood at 2.1 per cent as against a
contraction of 1.29 per cent inthe same period last year.
Recent WPI-based Wholesale inflation in India

June 2024 - 3.36%

July 2024 - 2.04%

August 2024 - 1.31%

September 2024 - 1.84%

October 2024 - 2.36%

November 2024 - 1.89%

191. The 'Ram Temple project’ of the Shri Ram Janmaboomi Temple in Ayodhya
has been awarded the 'Sword of Honour' by the British Safety Council. What
material is primarily being used to build the Ram Temple?

rareat | it I SAYH HiR Y I HieR ufvateET @t fafewr gram uivug grR
Tais TP TR & Jwfa farar war g1 3w wier & fmfor o g wu 3 fow
AR &1 IuET fbar S 8T 97
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(a) Red sandstone from Agra

(b) Bansi Paharpur stone from Rajasthan

(c) Granite from Tamil Nadu

(d) White marble from Makrana

(e) Black stone from Karnataka

Ans. b

Sol. Ayodhya’s Ram Temple honored with the prestigious 'Sword of Honour' for
safety excellence

The 'Ram Temple project’ of the Shri Ram Janmaboomi Temple in Ayodhya has
been awarded the 'Sword of Honour' by the British Safety Council.

This award was one of the highest recognitions in safety management and that
the British Safety Council evaluates the safety processes, practices, and on-site
activities during its audits, and only those who receive a five-star assessment
were eligible for the 'Sword of Honour' award.

Larsen and Toubro, the company responsible for the construction of the temple,
was also awarded a 'Golden Trophy' by the National Safety Council for its safety
measures during the construction process.

The temple has been built under close coordination between Larsen and Toubro
and Tata Consulting Engineers, with effective supervision by the Construction
Committee of Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust.

The construction of the first and second floors, including the Shikhar (spire) of
the temple, was in its final phase, with completion expected by June 2025.

The temple is being built using Bansi Paharpur stone from Rajasthan, with a
total of approximately 15 lakh cubic feet of stone, along with significant marble
cladding.

192. Which airport in India became the first to connect 150 destinations?
IR BT B T gaTS 3T 150 Tds] B SIS qTaT Ugell gaTS 33T &+ 4T 22
(a) Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport, Mumbai

(b) Kempegowda International Airport, Bengaluru

(c) Chennai International Airport

(d) Indira Gandhi International (IGl) Airport, Delhi

(e) Rajiv Gandhi International Airport, Hyderabad

Ans. d

Sol. Delhi airport becomes India’s first airport to connect 150 destinations
The New Delhi airport has become the first airport in India to connect 150
destinations.

Notably, DIAL, operates and manages the IGl Airport in New Delhi.
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As per DIAL, Thai AirAsia X launched direct flights between Delhi and Bangkok-
Don Mueang (DMK), marking the 150th destination connected to Delhi Airport.
The ongoing induction of wide-body aircraft by Indian carriers is set to
transform Delhi Airport into a super-connector hub, reinforcing its position as a
leading choice for international and long-haul travel.

193. C-DOT, the premier Telecom R&D centre of the Department of
Telecommunications (DoT), Gol has signed an agreement with Silizium Circuits
Pvt Ltd a fabless Semiconductor IP & SoC Startup under FABCI (Fabless Chip
Design Incubator) lIT Hyderabad for the “Design and Development of LEO
Satellite Components, and GNSS RF Front End ASIC”. What does C-DOT stand
for?

H-8ie, graaR fAURT (S18iid), YRA TRHR & U R aR AU U4 fasra
$% 7 ATLIMES FeRTaTG P YHUAIHISTS (Pacrw g fEems s7aEer) & aga
TS thacd GHidsder Mg R Taaiet weréem Rifuforan afbe ugde
fafies & a1y "gagsi carge geal SR SU-THTY IRUG the US YuHsig!
gi%amaﬁvm" & forg T wwEia W EwIeR fT ¢ t-sic o1 waas |
(a) Centre for Development of Telecommunication

(b) Centre for Digital and Optical Technologies

(c) Centre for Development of Telematics

(d) Central Department of Telecommunication

(e) Communication Development and Telecommunication

Ans. c

Sol. C-DOT and Silizium Circuits signs agreement for “Design and Development
of LEO Satellite Components and GNSS RF Front End ASIC”

The Centre for Development of Telematics (C-DOT), the premier Telecom R&D
centre of the Department of Telecommunications (DoT), Gol has signed an
agreement with Silizium Circuits Pvt Ltd a fabless Semiconductor IP & SoC
Startup under FABCI(Fabless Chip Design Incubator) IIT Hyderabad for the
“Design and Development of LEO Satellite Components, and GNSS RF Front End
ASIC”.

The agreement is signed under the Telecom Technology Development Fund
(TTDF) scheme of the Department of Telecommunications, Government of
India.

This scheme, designed to fund Indian startups, academia, and R&D institutions,
is a crucial enabler for designing, developing, and commercializing
telecommunication products and solutions.
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It aims to enable affordable broadband and mobile services, playing a
significant role in bridging the digital divide across India.

This initiative aims to drive innovation in India’s satellite communication
ecosystem by addressing key challenges such as power efficiency, high-speed
data transmission, and robust signal integrity.

194. Which institution has signed an MoU with the Indian Navy for logistics-
related education, research, and training?

T SR A T | Wafta e, s oiR uikreror & e yRdla T &
HTY FHSIT 109 IR g1eR fpu @2

(a) Indian Institute of Technology

(b) National Defence Academy

(c) Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya

(d) Indian Maritime University

(e) Defence Research and Development Organisation

Ans. c

Sol. Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya and Indian Navy sign MoU for Logistics related
Education, Research and Training

Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya, Vadodara has signed an MoU with the Indian Navy
in New Delhi. The MoU aims at enhancing logistics-related education, research,
and training for the Indian Navy.

The collaboration is set to strengthen the Indian Navy's logistical framework by
focusing on supply chain management, multimodal transportation, and
sustainability in logistics. It also aligns with national development initiatives
such as the PM Gati Shakti National Master Plan 2021 and the National
Logistics Policy 2022.

The MoU facilitates the exchange of expertise and case studies in areas such as
Al applications, predictive analytics, and blockchain technology to elevate
logistics practices.

Recent MoU

e Gati Shakti Vishwavidyalaya and Indian Navy sign MoU for Logistics related
Education, Research and Training
MoD inks contract worth ¥1207 Cr with Cochin Shipyard Limited for
Short Refit and Dry Docking of INS Vikramaditya
Mines Ministry signs MoU with International Energy Agency on Cooperation in
the Area of Critical Mineral
NTPC and Indian Army Join Hands for Round-the-Clock Power Supply using
Green Hydrogen
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Reliance, Nvidia partner to build large-scale Al infrastructure in India

lIM Shillong signs MoU with SIDBI to launch entrepreneurship training and
incubation programme

Government and Meta join forces for "Scam se Bacho" Campaign to tackle
rising online scams

BHP signed MoU with SAIL to accelerate potential pathways to steel
decarbonisation

195. What is one of the key directives from the RBI's recent MPC meeting
regarding MSME loans?

THTHTHS BU & TG T ARETSME B gTierar THuRit 966 & yge fAe=n # |
TS 152

(a) NBFCs must increase loan tenure for MSMEs

(b) Banks and NBFCs cannot levy foreclosure charges or prepayment penalties
on MSMEs

(c) MSMEs must pay higher interest rates for unsecured loans

(d) Banks must offer fixed-rate loans to MSMEs only

(e) NBFCs must obtain RBI approval for MSME loans above INR 50 crore

Ans. b

Sol. RBI’s Foreclosure Guidelines on MSME Loans Implications for NBFCs

The Union Budget 2024 incorporates numerous initiatives for MSMEs,
particularly for manufacturing units, to boost the sector’s long-term growth
and profitability.

One of these initiatives is the Credit Guarantee Scheme, where MSMEs in
manufacturing can access collateral-free loans with:a guarantee of up to INR
100 crore, shared Jugal Mantri, CEO, Anand Rathi Global Finance, in an
exclusive interaction with Srajan Agarwal of Elets News Network (ENN).

In the recent MPC meeting of the RBI, it was stated that banks and NBFCs
cannot levy foreclosure charges or pre-payment penalties on MSMEs. A draft
circular on this matter is also expected to be issued for public consultation.
As per the present RBI guidelines, NBFCs are not permitted to charge any pre-
payment penalties or foreclosure charges on floating-rate term loans given to
Individual borrowers for nonbusiness purposes.

For NBFCs, foreclosure charges or prepayment charges are one of the important
aspects of managing its liquidity and commitment to the funds raised for
onward lending.
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NBFCs will also have to forgo future income in the event of a greater
foreclosure if there is no urgent need for financing. Besides, NBFCs will also
forgo the foreclosure charges which is a source of income for them.

196. Indian commercial banks wrote off Rs 12.3 lakh crore in loans between the
2014-15 and 2023-24 financial years, according to government data presented
in Parliament. Which bank had the highest loan write-offs during the ten-year
period?

e H UK RPN AP s] & IR, YR A0S aH1 A 2014-15 3R
2023-24 fa=ilg quf & fi 12.3 TG FAS TUY & BT TG fHU| T ITd $Y afy
& R f5H 9% 7 TR oiftre o1 7w fvg?

(a) Punjab National Bank

(b) ICICI Bank

(c) State Bank of India

(d) Bank of Baroda

(e) HDFC Bank

Ans. c

Sol. ¥12.3 lakh crore: Indian banks' loan write-off in past 10 years

Indian commercial banks wrote off Rs 12.3 lakh crore in loans between the
2014-15 and 2023-24 financial years, according to government data presented
in Parliament.

Public sector banks accounted for Rs. 6.5 lakh crore of these write-offs in the
last five years (FY20-24).

Write-offs peaked at Rs. 2.4 lakh crore in FY19 following an asset quality review.
They dropped to Rs. 1.7 lakh crore in FY24, representing 1% of the total
outstanding bank credit. Public sector banks hold a 51% share of new loans,
down from 54% in FY23.

As of September 30, 2024, gross non-performing assets (NPAs) for public sector
banks were ¥3,16,331 crore (3.01% of outstanding loans), and ¥1,34,339 crore
(1.86% of outstanding loans) for private sector banks.

State Bank of India wrote off ¥2 lakh crore during the ten-year period, while
Punjab National Bank wrote off ¥94,702 crore. Public sector banks wrote off
42,000 crore in the first half of the current fiscal year.

197. What is the name of the new feature launched by LazyPay to simplify high-
value purchases?

3o &I P! WRIGRI Bl WA §911 & 1T LazyPay GRT dl-g D1 7S A5 JAUT BT
T T 72

(a) LazyPay Credit
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(b) LazyPay EMI

(c) LazyPay Wallet

(d) LazyPay Plus

(e) LazyPay Instant

Ans. b

Sol. LazyPay Unveils ‘LazyPay EMI’ to Simplify High-Value Purchases

LazyPay, a leading digital financial services provider by PayU, has launched
‘LazyPay EMI' in partnership with its partner lender, PayU Finance.

This innovative solution is designed to make high-value online purchases more
affordable and accessible for consumers across India.By eliminating the need
for a credit card, the feature offers a hassle-free way for users to finance their
purchases.

Consumers can finance purchases between Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 1 lakh with flexible
repayment options ranging from 3 to 12 months. This launch reinforces
LazyPay's commitment to providing a streamlined checkout experience across a
broader range of merchants and consumers.

198. Who has been reappointed as the MD & CEO of RBL Bank for three years?
AR S & THSI 3R HFaeit & Fu d f$A i Jra & fore fee I Frgaa fean
T 8?
(a) Shyam Srinivasan
(b) R Subramaniakumar
(c) Prashant Kumar
(d) Amitabh Chaudhry
(e) Sandeep Bakshi
Ans. b
Sol. RBL Bank Reappoints R Subramaniakumar as MD & CEO for 3 Years
RBL Bank’s Board of Directors has approved the reappointment of R
Subramaniakumar as the Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer (MD &
CEO) for a further period of three years, effective June 23, 2025.
The reappointment is subject to approval from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).
The bank confirmed that it will seek regulatory approval by submitting an
application to the RBI under Section 35B of the Banking Regulation Act, 1935.
Subramaniakumar, who was initially appointed as MD & CEO in June 2022,
became the second public sector banker after Prashant Kumar to head a private
sector bank.
Recent Appointment in Banking & Insurance Sector

e Executive Director of YES Bank - Manish Jain
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MD & CEO of TransUnion CIBIL - Bhavesh Jain (replace Rajesh Kumar)
Governor of RBI - Sanjay Malhotra;26th (replace Shaktikanta Das)

RBI representative at IBBI board - Vaibhav Chaturvedi

MD & CEO of SBI Funds Management - Nand Kishore (replace Shamsher
Singh)

199. Which organization approved the acquisition of certain stake in Speed
JVco S.a r.l. by Ramon Investments Pte. Ltd.?

fra e A 3 g dcd Urgde fafiies gRT wis wdte) Ta.T.3R.ua. |
$o e ierRt & ifugur ot el €z

(a) Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

(b) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

(c) Competition Commission of India (CClI)

(d) Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA)

(e) National Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)

Ans. c

Sol. CCl approves the acquisition of certain stake of Speed JVco S.a r.l. (Target)
by Ramon Investments Pte. Ltd. (Acquirer)

The Competition Commission of India has approved the acquisition of certain
stake of Speed JVco S.a r.l. (Target) by Ramon Investments Pte. Ltd. (Acquirer).
The Proposed Combination involves the acquisition of certain stake of the
Target by the Acquirer.

Acquirer is an investment holding company and does not engage in any
business operation other than holding investments. It is an indirect wholly
owned subsidiary of Temasek Holdings (Private) Limited (Temasek).

Temasek is an investment company headquartered in Singapore. Temasek’s
global portfolio covers a broad spectrum of industries including transportation;
financial services; telecommunications,media & technology; consumer & real
estate; life sciences & agri-food; and multi-sector funds.

220. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated and laid the foundation
stone of 24 projects related to power, road, railway and water worth more than
Rs 46,300 crore in Jaipur. Which of the following is one of the key projects
inaugurated by PM Modi?

YU RS AT 3 STAQR | 46,300 FRIS $UA A 3w Y ATd ara! faret,
TSP, ¥ 3R Ul & St 24 uRai=ait &1 Igure iR Ramumw fFar| g4
gﬁqﬁmwum%mmaﬁnémmﬂwsﬁﬁﬁw
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(a) Ganga Canal Irrigation Project

(b) Parvati, Kalisindh, Chambal Link Project

(c) Yamuna Expressway Development Project

(d) Sabarmati Riverfront Project

(e) Sardar Sarovar Dam Project

Ans. b

Sol. PM Modi inaugurates projects worth 46,300 crore in Rajasthan

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated and laid the foundation stone
of 24 projects related to power, road, railway and water worth more than Rs
46,300 crore in Jaipur.

He inaugurated 9 projects worth more than Rs 11,000 crore, which include 7
projects of the Central Government and 2 projects of the State Government.
These projects also include the Parvati, Kalisindh, Chambal Link Project, which is
important for Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh.

The MOA for this project was signed between Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan in
the presence of the Prime Minister.

221. Who won the gold medal in the Women’s:25m Pistol Final at the 67th
National Shooting Championship?

674t Arta FremraTsht AR & wiarel B 25 Hey fivew wiga # @l
Ug® [P sitar

(a) Simranpreet Kaur Brar

(b) Rahi Sarnobat

(c) Riya Shirish Thatte

(d) Manu Bhaker

(e) Heena Sidhu

Ans. c

Sol. Riya Shirish Thatte clinches Gold medal in Women'’s 25m Pistol Final of
67th National Shooting Championship Competitions

In Shooting, Riya Shirish Thatte of Aurangabad has clinched the gold medal in
the women'’s 25m pistol final of the 67th National Shooting Championship
Competitions in New Delhi.

She defeated Punjab’s Simranpreet Kaur Brar 7-2 in a shoot-off after both had
tied at 31 hits in the eight series of five-shots decider. This is Riya’s first senior
national title.

Olympian and former Asian Games champion Rahi Sarnobat was third with 25
hits.

The shotgun and pistol competitions of the National Shooting Championship
are being held in New Delhi, while Bhopal is holding the rifle nationals.
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222. Which team won the inaugural Waldner Cup 2024 Table Tennis
tournament?

g &9 A Ugdn aTeeR ®U 2024 99 A gHTHe Sian

(a) Team World

(b) Team Europe

(c) Team Asia

(d) Team America

(e) Team Africa

Ans. c

Sol. Team Asia of Manika Batra wins inaugural TT Waldner Cup 2024 in Norway
Team Asia won the inaugural Waldner Cup 2024 Table Tennis tournament,
defeating Team World 14-10.

Manika Batra was the only Indian player to be included in the Team Asia team.
World no.25 ranked Manika Batra lost her singles and doubles match in the
Waldner Cup. She lost her singles match to Adriana Diaz of Puerto Rico.

In the doubles, she paired with Shin Yubin of South Korea but lost the match
against the pair of Adriana Diaz and Romania’s Bernadette Szocs.

223. Who was the most searched Indian sportsperson globally in 2024?

2024 # fay TR R 999 31U WS A 9rd1 YR fadrst S 4

(a) Hardik Pandya

(b) Virat Kohli

(c) Rohit Sharma

(d) KL Rahul

(e) Shubman Gill

Ans. a

Sol. Hardik Pandya most Searched Indian Sportsperson

Indian cricketer Hardik Pandya was the most searched Indian sportsperson
across the globe, as per Google Year in Search 2024, ranking seventh among the
most searched sportspersons world-wide.

It has been a career-defining year for Hardik Pandya, who experienced the
extreme highs and lows of sports in a matter of months.

The IPL was the top trending overall search in India ahead of the T20 World
Cup. The Olympics (5th), Pro Kabaddi League (9th) and Indian Super League
(10th) were the other sporting events present in the top 10 overall trends.

In sports trends in India, the IPL, T20 World Cup and the Olympics occupied the
top three slots.
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Five of the top 10 trending people in India were sportspersons - Vinesh Phogat
(1st), Hardik Pandya (4th), Shashank Singh (6th), Abhishek Sharma (9th) and
Lakshya Sen (10th).

Vinesh Phogat topped the trending people list in India for 2024. Earlier this
year, Vinesh made it to the final of the women’s 50kg wrestling event at the
Paris 2024 Olympics but was disqualified later for being overweight. Lakshya
Sen, who narrowly missed out on an Olympic medal in badminton, also
featured in the top 10

224. Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma attended Bhutan's 117th
National Day celebration on 17 December 2024 at Thimphu, the capital of
Bhutan. What is the significance of 17th December in Bhutan?
3T & gETHA! fedd fawar w=T 17 feHsR 2024 &Y 2= &1 ety g &
e & 1174 PN fGaw waRIE # MfAa U1 He™ 7 17 fGHeR &1 w1 95 92
(a) It marks the coronation of the first King of Bhutan
(b) It celebrates Bhutan's Independence Day
(c) It marks the establishment of Bhutan's democracy
(d) It is the day of Bhutan's national election
(e) It is the birth anniversary of the current King
Ans. a
Sol. Assam CM attends Bhutan's 117th National Day
Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma attended Bhutan's 117th National
Day celebration on 17 December 2024 at Thimphu, the capital of Bhutan.
Assam shares an international boundary with Bhutan, and the Himanta Biswa
Sarma visit is intended to strengthen the cultural and regional ties between
Bhutan and Assam.
Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, West Bengal and Sikkim share a land border with
Bhutan. India shares a 699 km long international boundary with Bhutan.
Every year, 17th December is observed as a National Day in Bhutan. This day
marks the coronation of the first King of Bhutan, Druk Gyalpo Ugyen
Wangchuck, on December 17, 1907.
About Bhutan

e Capital- Thimphu

e Currency- Nagultram

¢ Language spoken in Bhutan-Dzongkha

King- Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck
Prime Minister- Tshering Tobgay
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225. Which states are leading in rooftop solar installations under the PM Surya
Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana scheme?

tien g @) g fasTelt o1 & d8d B W) SR R § S 9 ITs7 3l 82
(a) Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Uttar Pradesh

(b) Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Rajasthan

(c) Bihar, Odisha, and Haryana

(d) Delhi, Punjab, and Karnataka

(e) Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, and Madhya Pradesh

Ans. a

Sol. Gujarat, Maharashtra & UP lead in rooftop solar installations under PM
Surya Ghar scheme

Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Uttar Pradesh have emerged as the top three states
with the highest number of rooftop solar installations under the PM Surya Ghar
Muft Bijli Yojana scheme.

The PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana, launched by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on February 15, 2024, aims to provide rooftop solar power to one crore
households by March 2027.

Under the scheme, installations are expected to cross 10 lakh by March 2025,
double to 20 lakh by October 2025, and reach 40 lakh by March 2026.

As of December 9, 2024, over 6.79 lakh installations (total households covered)
have been completed since the scheme’s launch. These include more than 5.38
lakh individual residential units and around 1.41 lakh households through
installations in residential welfare associations, according to Shripad Yesso
Naik, Union Minister of State for New and Renewable Energy, in a Rajya Sabha
reply.

Six States account for about 88 per cent of the total installations to date.
Gujarat is the top State with over 3.02 lakh installations, followed by
Maharashtra with more than 1.39 lakh, Uttar Pradesh with over 56,000, Kerala
with more than 55,000, Tamil Nadu with over 21,000 and Rajasthan with more
than 20,000.

The PM Surya Ghar scheme offers households a subsidy of up to 40 per cent to
make renewable energy more affordable. It also provides access to collateral-
free, low-interest loans at around 7 per cent interest for the installation of
residential rooftop solar (RTS) systems up to 3 kW capacity.

The scheme aims to add 30 GW of solar capacity through residential rooftop
installations, playing a key role in advancing India’s renewable energy goals. By
targeting one crore households, the initiative is expected to save the
government ¥75,000 crore annually in electricity costs.
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Over the 25-year lifespan of these rooftop solar systems, the scheme is
projected to generate 1,000 billion units of electricity and reduce CO2 emissions
by 720 million tonnes, delivering a significant positive impact on the
environment.

226. What is the name of the housing scheme launched by West Bengal CM
Mamata Banerjee for the rural poor?
T3 §TITe 1 I HHaT S gRT I e & fore IRE 9t 18 mar
IS BT AATH T 52
(a) Banglar Bari
(b) Gramin Awas Yojana
(c) Shubh Griha Yojana
(d) Pakkka Ghar Scheme
(e) Rurban Housing Scheme
Ans. a
Sol. West Bengal CM launched housing scheme for rural poor
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee has launched the “Banglar Bari”
scheme to provide houses for the rural poor. in the State.
Ms Banerjee released the funds to 42 beneficiaries across 21 districts and over
12 lakh beneficiaries in the State are eligible for the first instalment.
Under the scheme, a total of ¥1.20 lakh will be given to a family for
constructing a house, of which ¥ 60,000 in the first instalment. However,
beneficiaries in some areas of Jangalmahal and Dargeeling hills will get ¥1.30
lakh.
About West Bengal

e Capital - Kolkata

e Chief Minister - Mamata Banerjee

e Governor - CV Ananda Bose

227. Moldova has joined the International Solar Alliance (ISA) by signing the
ISA Framework Agreement in New Delhi, marking its commitment to renewable
energy. What is the primary goal of the International Solar Alliance (ISA)?
Hiegar A 75 faeeh 7 ISA ThHad THSNG R TH1ER b FRIPIT IR ToFU
(ISA) T A Y TR §, St 3H&RT Sl & Ui IFDt Ufdasa & giiar 3|
SRTPIT HR TEdUH (ISA) BT UTATHS T&d T 62

(a) To mobilize USD 1,000 billion for solar energy by 2030

(b) To reduce global solar power costs

(c) To promote nuclear energy solutions
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(d) To create new solar panel technologies
(e) To build large-scale wind farms worldwide
Ans. a
Sol. Moldova joins International Solar Alliance
Moldova has joined the International Solar Alliance (ISA) by signing the ISA
Framework Agreement in New Delhi, marking its commitment to renewable
energy.
The ISA, co-founded by India and France in 2015, aims to mobilize USD 1,000
billion for solar energy by 2030.
A treaty-based international intergovernmental organisation, International
Solar Alliance (ISA), aims at mobilising more than USD 1000 billion of
investment needed by 2030 for the massive deployment of solar energy.
Last month, Armenia became the 104th full member of the International Solar
Alliance (ISA).
About Moldova

e Capital- Chisindu

¢ President- Maia Sandu

o Official language- Romanian

e Currency- Moldovan Leu

228. Union Minister of State, Dr. Jitendra Singh has unveiled Kisan Kavach,
Bharat'’s first-of-its-kind anti-pesticide bodysuit. Which organizations
collaborated to develop the 'Kisan Kavach'?

FE ey vt BT, fords Rig I URd & Ut aRE & Ugd Pleaws A aige
fpa waa &1 3R fHur 81 fra $au &) faeRia #va & fore fea
TSl = HganT fean

(a) TCS and Sepio Health Pvt. Ltd.

(b) ISRO and BHEL

(c) DRDO and AIIMS

(d) IIT Bombay and Sepio Health Pvt. Ltd.

(e) BRIC-inStem and Sepio Health Pvt. Ltd.

Ans. e

Sol. Scientists develop ‘kisan kavach’ to shield farmers from pesticide sprays
Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Science and Technology;
Earth Sciences and Minister of State for PMO, Department of Atomic Energy,
Department of Space, Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, Dr. Jitendra
Singh has unveiled Kisan Kavach, Bharat'’s first-of-its-kind anti-pesticide
bodysuit.
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Designed to protect farmers from the harmful effects of pesticide exposure, this
innovation marks a transformative step in ensuring farmer safety.

Developed by BRIC-inStem, Bangalore, in collaboration with Sepio Health Pvt.
Ltd., the bodysuit offers protection against pesticide-induced toxicity, which
often leads to severe health complications, including breathing disorders, vision
loss, and, in extreme cases, death.

The washable and reusable suit, priced at ¥4,000, can last up to a year and
employs advanced fabric technology to deactivate harmful pesticides upon
contact, ensuring farmer safety like never before.

229. International Migrants Day is observed annually on 18th December. What
is the theme for International Migrants Day 2024?

SiRfPta warft faw 5= et 18 fAdaR Y AT STt 71 SR Pty warft figw
2024 1 fawa <1 37

(a) Migrant Workers and Economic Growth

(b) Protecting Migrants' Futures

(c) Honouring the contributions of migrants and respecting their rights

(d) Migration for Development

(e) A Better Future for Migrants

Ans. c

Sol. 18 December - International Migrants Day

International Migrants Day is observed annually on 18th December.
Objective - To raise awareness about the issues faced by migrants, including
their rights, integration challenges, and contributions to host communities.
Theme 2024 - Honouring the contributions of migrants and respecting their
rights.

International Migrants Day was established by the United Nations General
Assembly in 2000, in response to the growing number of migrants across the
world, in addition to, marking the establishment of the International
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families, adopted by the United Nations in 1990, that came
into force in 2003.

230. When is Minorities Rights Day observed in India?
YR H RIS ARIPR f&ad Ha g-Tan oirar 82

(a) 18 December

(b) 17 December

(c) 16 December

(d) 15 December
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(e) 19 December

Ans. a

Sol. 18 December - Minorities Rights Day

Minorities Rights Day is observed annually on December 18 in India to
emphasise the importance of protecting and promoting the rights of minority
communities.

Minorities Rights Day in India aligns with the United Nations’ adoption of the
'‘Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic,
Religious, and Linguistic Minorities' on December 18, 1992.

231. Which organization has signed an MoU with HDFC Bank to strengthen the
startup ecosystem?

WIS FHINTCH B Holgd B & T frd T A wSiuwdl 9@ & iy
T 9 W gIER e e (

(a) NITI Aayog

(b) Ministry of Finance

(c) DPIIT

(d) RBI

(e) SEBI

Ans. c

Sol. DPIIT signs MoU with HDFC Bank to strengthen startup ecosystem and
foster innovation

Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) has inked a
partnership with HDFC Bank, India's largest private sector bank by assets, by
signing an MoU to empower startups with world-class banking and financial
services.

The collaboration aims to strengthen the overall startup ecosystem by offering
knowledge sharing, mentorship, and capacity-building programs to foster
innovation and growth.

Startups will benefit from customized banking and financial products designed
to cater their specific requirements, such as working capital, credit access, and
cash flow management.

Director of Startup India- Dr Sumeet Kumar Jarangal

232. The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) has
signed an MoU with Tally Solutions Pvt Ltd, a renowned leader in business
management software. What is the primary focus of this MoU?
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IENT T 3ial¥e IR 9 faUnT (DPIT) A 9T USY ToeduR A Th
R 3rrof} At OfegRie urgde frfies & 91y ue qusiar 39 W) gwerR f$u
&1 S JHSNdT T T UAUfie Bied o7 82

(a) Offering financial subsidies to startups

(b) Mentoring startups in financial management and compliance

(c) Regulating the software industry

(d) Promoting export-oriented startups

(e) Establishing a startup incubator

Ans. b

Sol. DPIIT inks MoU with Tally Solutions Pvt Ltd to mentor manufacturing

startups

The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) has

signed an MoU with Tally Solutions Pvt Ltd, a renowned leader in business

management software.

Pertinently, this strategic partnership is aimed at introducing a comprehensive,

module-based workshop series, tailored to address critical challenges faced by

startups in areas such as financial management, compliance, marketing,

digitization, and investment preparedness.

Key features of this collaborative initiative by Tally include:

e Free One-Year Rental Licenses of Tally Prime software for participants.
e Targeted Modules covering critical business areas such as accounting

principles, tax compliance, marketing strategies, digitization tools, and
investor readiness.
Networking Opportunities with industry mentors and peers.
Post-Workshop Support to ensure sustained learning and operational
improvements.

233. Which field was Pandit Sanjay Marathe, who recently passed away, known
for?

UfSa Horg wRre, formet g1a 8 A Frem 81 m, fw &3 & fore o =i &2

(a) Literature

(b) Classical singing and harmonium playing

(c) Acting in Marathi cinema

(d) Political leadership

(e) Sports commentary

Ans. b

Sol. Singer and musician, Pandit Sanjay Marathe passes away

Noted classical singer and harmonium artist Pandit Sanjay Ram Marathe died at
68.
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Pandit Sanjay Marathe was the eldest son of the legendary musician Pandit
Ram Marathe.

He received prestigious awards and honours for harmonium playing and
singing. He actively participated in various programs organised on the occasion
of his father's birth centenary this year.

With the help of his younger brother Mukund Marathe, Pandit Sanjay Marathe
revived and staged the famous Marathi musical drama 'Sangit Mandarmala'.

234, Kiran Mazumdar was recently conferred the Jamsetji Tata Award for
pioneering the biosciences movement in India. Which organization instituted
the Jamsetji Tata Award?
01 IoHER # B1d § # YRA § S g Sigia &1 g #1 F forw
SHRIGSI STl REPR | T forar | SraRigst! eel REPR &t w19 fod
S A B2
(a) Confederation of Indian Industry (CIlI)
(b) Indian Society for Quality (I1SQ)
(c) Tata Trusts
(d) Biocon Group
(e) Ministry of Science and Technology
Ans. b
Sol. Kiran Mazumdar gets 'Jamsetji Tata Award’ for biosciences movement in
India
Biocon Group Chairperson Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw was conferred the prestigious
Jamsetji Tata Award by the Indian Society for Quality (ISQ) for pioneering the
biosciences movement in India.
The Jamsetji Tata Award, instituted in 2004 by I1SQ recognises business leaders
who have made significant contributions to Indian society.
Mazumdar-Shaw received the award from Janak Kumar Mehta, President of 1ISQ
and Chairman and Managing Director, TQM International.
Recent Award
e J C Daniel Award for 2023 - J C Daniel Award
e Social Security Good Practices at Asia-Pacific forum in Saudi - EPFO
¢ 3rd PSU Transformation Award under the “Innovative Product
Development” category - Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI
Aster Guardians Global Nursing Award 2024 - Nurse Maria Victoria Juan
(from Philippines)
IGBC Green Champion award 2024 - Bhrat Forge Ltd
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235. Alok Aggarwal has been appointed as Chairman of the Indian REITs
Association (IRA). Which regulatory body guided the establishment of the
Indian REITs Association?

AT AT I U REITs TAIRITIH (IRA) FT eaef fgert fovar war g1
HRAIY REITs THIRIGRH 31 RITAT T ARfeR foow frames e 7 faan
(a) Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
(b) Ministry of Finance
(c) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
(d) Confederation of Indian Industry (CIl)
(e) National Stock Exchange (NSE)
Ans. c
Sol. Indian REITs Association appoints Alok Aggarwal as Chairman
The Indian REITs Association (IRA) has appointed Alok Aggarwal, Managing
Director and Chief Executive Officer of Brookfield India Real Estate Trust, as its
new Chairman.
Established in 2023 under the guidance of the Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) the Indian REITs Association is a non-profit trade organization that
supports the growth and development of India’s Real Estate Investment Trust
(REIT) sector.
Its founding members include Brookfield India Real Estate Trust, Embassy Office
Parks REIT, Mindspace Business Parks REIT, and Nexus Select Trust.
Aggarwal is an alumnus of lIT Delhi, where he earned his engineering degree,
and ISB Hyderabad, where he completed his MBA.
Recent Appointment in Banking & Insurance Sector

e Chairman of Indian REITs Association - Alok Aggarwal

e MD & CEO of RBL Bank - R Subramaniakumar

e Executive Director of YES Bank - Manish Jain

e MD & CEO of TransUnion CIBIL - Bhavesh Jain (replace Rajesh Kumar)

e Governor of RBI - Sanjay Malhotra;26th (replace Shaktikanta Das)

¢ RBI representative at IBBI board - Vaibhav Chaturvedi

236. What innovative initiative has the Bank of Baroda recently (in Dec 2024)
launched to enhance customer banking experiences?

3% 3T IS 1 81 &1 A (fewaR 2024 ) Ag®! & dfdhT sgya &1 Jgar 91
& forg e I 3ifia uga = Fi &2

(a) Digital-only branches

(b) Mobile banking app

(c) Phygital branches
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(d) Blockchain-based banking
(e) Al-powered chatbots
Ans. c
Sol. Bank of Baroda Unveils Phygital Branches to Transform Customer Banking
Experience
Bank of Baroda, one of India’s leading public sector banks, has launched
innovative Phygital branches aimed at enhancing customer banking
experiences by seamlessly integrating physical and digital services.
These Phygital branches are equipped with advanced features like 24/7 self-
service kiosks, a video contact center for non-financial services, and universal
service desks to provide in-person assistance.
By combining the familiarity of traditional brick-and-mortar banking with the
efficiency of modern technology, the initiative caters to the diverse needs of
customers.
Key Features of Phygital Branches-

24/7 Self-Service Kiosks

Video Contact Centre

Universal Service Desks

24/7 ATM e-lobby

237. Which bank has partnered with Ecofy to accelerate rooftop solar financing
for MSMEs?

THEYUAS & [T Fwelq JieR Brear d defl a1 & e 5y 9@ A v &
1Y TSGR B 72

(a) HDFC Bank

(b) ICICI Bank

(c) Federal Bank

(d) Axis Bank

(e) Kotak Mahindra Bank

Ans. c

Sol. Federal Bank Partners with Ecofy to Accelerate Rooftop Solar Financing for
MSMEs

Federal Bank, a leading private sector bank in India, has announced a strategic
partnership with Ecofy, the country’s first green-only NBFC backed by
Eversource Capital, to empower MSMEs with innovative financing solutions for
commercial rooftop solar installations.

This collaboration is among the first comprehensive co-lending initiatives
aimed at addressing the solar financing needs of the MSME sector.
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The program aims to finance 3,600 kW of rooftop solar installations annually,
enabling MSMEs to significantly reduce electricity costs while cutting over
2,500 tons of CO2 emissions each year.

Ecofy, with its proven expertise in residential and commercial solarization, has
partnered with leading OEMs like Tata Power, Waaree, Luminous, and Mahindra
Solarize, as well as over 1,000 EPC partners. This collaboration is set to address
financial constraints that have long hindered MSMEs from transitioning to
renewable energy.

238. Ravichandran Ashwin, who announced his retirement from International
Cricket, played for which state in the Ranji Trophy?

s oif¥m, Rl gra @ A sieRffia fipde @ I=ry #t wivon &5, ok grwt
¥ ford Irs9 & forg @erd A

(a) Gujarat

(b) Tamil Nadu

(c) Madhya Pradesh

(d) Punjab

(e) Haryana

Ans. b

Sol. Ravichandran Ashwin retire from International Cricket

One of the all-time greats of India, Ravichandran Ashwin, has announced his
retirement from all forms of international cricket.

The unexpected retirement announcement came after the third test of the
2024-25 Border Gavaskar Trophy in Brisbane ended in a draw.

With 765 wickets in his credit, Ashwin is the second-highest wicket-taker from
India after Anil Kumble

Ashwin has taken 537 wickets at an average of 24 in 106 Test matches. He is
also 7th on the overall list of wicket-takers.

He is the second fastest to take 500 Test wickets, reaching it in 98 matches.
Ashwin also has 37 5-wicket-hauls in an innings, the second most behind Sri
Lanka’s legendary Muttiah Muralitharan.

Ashwin started his first-class career for Tamil Nadu in a Ranji Trophy Match
against Haryana in Chennai in December 2006.

239. Which coach was awarded the Best FIFA Men’s Coach of 2024?
5 B BT 2024 FT TAYY BIGT YSY B AT TT?

(a) Carlo Ancelotti, coach of Real Madrid

(b) Pep Guardiola, coach of Manchester City

(c) Jurgen Klopp, coach of Liverpool
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(d) Zinedine Zidane, coach of Juventus
(e) Thomas Tuchel, coach of Bayern Munich
Ans. a
Sol. Brazilian Vinicius Junior wins FIFA Best Male Awards 2024
Brazillian and Real Madrid football player Vinicius Junior won the 2024 FIFA Best Male
Footballer of the Year award. While, Spain and Barcelona midfielder Aitana Bonmati
won the FIFA Best Female Player award.
Aitana Bonmati won the Best FIFA Female Award for the second consecutive time.
She was part of the Spanish team which won the 2023 FIFA Women'’s World Cup.
The winners of the 2024 FIFA Awards were announced and felicitated at a function
held in Doha, Qatar. FIFA President Gianni Infantino gave the awards to the winners.
List of all the winners of the 2024 Best FIFA awards-
e Best FIFA Women'’s Player — Aitana Bonmati of Spain and Barcelona football
club of Spain.
Best FIFA Men’s Player — Vinicius Junior of Spain and Real Madrid football
club of Spain
Best FIFA Women's Goalkeeper — Alyssa Naeher of the United States of
America
Best FIFA Men's Goalkeeper - Emiliano Martinez of Argentina and English
club Aston Villa.
Best FIFA Women'’s Coach — Emma Hayes, coach of the United States
women's team.
Best FIFA Men’s Coach - Carlo Ancelotti, coach of the Real Madrid football
club of Spain.
1st Marta Award - Marta of Brazil.
Puskas Award - Alejandro Garnacho of English football club Manchester
United.
FIFA Fair Play Award- Thiago Maia of Brazil.

240. The Union government has launched a credit guarantee CGS-NPF scheme
to enable farmers to access credit from eligible financial institutions. What is
the purpose of the CGS-NPF scheme launched by the Union government?

¥ WPR A fHam ) i faxita SR | B01 U o34 § "a| 791 & forg
HfEe TR CGS-NPF TISHT IRE Bt g1 B IRBR GIRT = BI TS CGS-NPF
YIS BT I T 82

(a) To help farmers access post-harvest loans through registered warehouses
(b) To provide direct subsidies on agricultural products

(c) To increase government procurement of crops
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(d) To promote agricultural exports

(e) To enhance agricultural insurance schemes

Ans. a

Sol. Govt launches CGS-NPF scheme to help farmers access post-harvest loan
The Union government has launched a credit guarantee scheme to enable
farmers to access credit from eligible financial institutions on harvested crops
deposited in registered warehouses.

The Credit Guarantee Scheme for e-NWR-based Pledge Financing (CGS-NPF)
was launched by the Union Minister for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution and New & Renewable Energy, Pralhad Joshi, in New Delhi.

The government hopes that the launch of the scheme will boost the post-
harvest lending to farmers/trades to Rs 5.5 lakh crore in the next 10 years.
The corpus of the CGS-NPF Scheme is Rs 1000 crore. The CGS-NPF fund will be
managed by the Union Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution.

The farmers/traders can avail loans from eligible financial institutions against
the electronic negotiable warehouse receipts issued by Warehousing
Development and Regulatory Authority (WDRA) accredited warehouses.

The electronic negotiable warehouse receipts will be issued against the
agricultural commodities deposited by farmers/traders with Warehouses.

241. Who has been appointed as the Managing Director of State Bank of India
(SBI)?

YR W g (Tudtans) & uay ez & v § fea fFrged foar g2

(a) Ram Mohan Rao Amara

(b) CS Setty

(c) Arundhati Bhattacharya

(d) Dinesh Kumar Khara

(e) Rajnish Kumar

Ans. a

Sol. Govt appoints Ram Mohan Rao Amara as MD of SBI

The union government has appointed Ram Mohan Rao Amara as one of the
Managing Directors of State Bank of India (SBI) for three years.

The Financial Services Institutions Bureau (FSIB) recommended Rao’s name for
the position in September this year. One of the MD positions in SBI fell vacant
after CS Setty assumed charge as chairman in August.

Rao held the post of deputy managing director and chief risk officer of the
country’s largest bank until his appointment as MD.
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Rao started his banking career with SBl in 1991 as a probationary officer. He
has gained expertise in the field of credit, risk, retail and international banking.
He managed key assignments for SBI in markets like, Singapore and US, and
has served as CEO of Chicago branch and then as President and CEO, SBI
California.
Recent Appointment in Banking & Insurance Sector

e Chairman of Indian REITs Association - Alok Aggarwal

e MD & CEO of RBL Bank - R Subramaniakumar

o Executive Director of YES Bank - Manish Jain

e MD & CEO of TransUnion CIBIL - Bhavesh Jain (replace Rajesh Kumar)

e Governor of RBI - Sanjay Malhotra;26th (replace Shaktikanta Das)

242. Delhi Chief Minister Atishi has launched the Mukhyamantri Mahila
Samman Yojana for women residents. What is the monthly stipend provided
under the Mukhyamantri Mahila Samman Yojana?

faeeh &t g snfaxft 3 afen et & fore gerd wiger W giem
E{RK;?%I AETHAT Afedr T i1 & ded UG 6T S a1dT ATRIS Tl dT
=T

(a) Rs 1,000

(b) Rs 2,000

(c) Rs 2,500

(d) Rs 1,500

(e) Rs 3,000

Ans. a

Sol. Delhi CM launched Mukhyamantri Mahila Samman Yojana

Delhi Chief Minister Atishi has launched the Mukhyamantri Mahila Samman
Yojana to provide Rs 1,000 as a monthly stipend to women residents whose
annual family income does not exceed Rs 3 lakh.

The scheme was proposed in Delhi's budget for Financial Year 2024-25 and Rs
2,000 crore was allotted for it.

The stipend for Mukhyamantri Mahila Samman Yojana would be increased to Rs
2,100 if the Aam Aadmi Party government is re-elected in Delhi, said AAP
National Convener Arvind Kejriwal.

243. What is the projected growth rate of the Indian economy for FY26
according to Ind-Ra?

Ind-Ra & AR fat af 26 & forw HRAH erfeqawut #t srqTfaa gfe R | @2
(a) 6.6%
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(b) 7.2%
(c) 5.8%
(d) 6.4%
(e) 5.5%
Ans. a
Sol. Indian economy to grow 6.6% in FY26: Ind-Ra
India Ratings and Research (Ind-Ra) has projected the Indian economy to grow
at 6.6% in 2025-26, up from 6.4% in the current fiscal year.
Ind-Ra believes investments will be a key growth driver for the Indian economy
in FY26, like in FY22 and FY24.
The Indian economy has experienced a cyclical growth slowdown in the past
three quarters, which it expects to reverse from the December quarter.
Updated GDP List
e India Ratings — 6.4% (FY24), 6.6% (FY26)
e ADB-6.5% (FY24), 7%(FY25),
o S&P-6.8% (FY25), 6.9% (FY26)
e RBI-6.6% (FY24)
Morgan Stanley - 6.3% (FY25)
Moody Ratings - 7.2% (CY24)
IMF — 7% (FY25), 6.5% (FY26)
World Bank — 7% (FY25)

244. Renowned Indian educationist Arun Kapur, who established schools in
India, Bhutan, and Oman, has been conferred the 'Bura Marp’ (red scarf) and
‘Patang’ (ceremonial sword) by Bhutan's King Jigme Khesar Namgyel. At which
event was Arun Kapur honoured with Bhutan’s royal commendation?

YRd, Y 3R 3NHH & Ipd WTa #34 ard uRig IR Rienfag spor aq
B Y & ol o FER Tvward 3 §=1 A1 (@1 gugT) SR U (SNuEtRe
TEaR) A I f5a1 31 30 $PR oI {69 Srfepy § Y™ & el Iw= 3
1A far

(a) International Education Day

(b) Bhutan-India Friendship Day

(c) Bhutan's 117th National Day

(d) Thimphu Cultural Festival

(e) Royal Academy Annual Event

Ans. c

Sol. Indian educationist Arun Kapur conferred Bhutan’s royal honour
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Renowned Indian educationist Arun Kapur, who set up schools in India, Bhutan
and Oman, has been conferred the ‘Bura Marp’ (red scarf) and ‘Patang’
(ceremonial sword) by Bhutan’s King Jigme Khesar Namgyel at the 117th
Bhutanese National Day celebrations in Thimphu’'s Changlimathang stadium.
The honour is rarely given to non-Bhutanese residents and comes with the
honorific ‘Dasho’ title, otherwise used for senior officials.
In 2019, Mr. Kapur was awarded the ‘Druk Thuksey’ for his work in setting up
the Royal Academy school and developing the Bhutan Baccalaureate
educational system.
Kapur is one of only a few Indians to have been given Bhutan’s highest royal
commendations. Earlier this year, Prime Minister Narendra Modi travelled to
Bhutan to be conferred the ‘Order of Druk Gyalpo’ for India’s assistance to
Bhutan during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Recent Award
e Jamsetji Tata Award by Indian Society for Quality (1SQ) - Kiran Mazumdars
e J C Daniel Award for 2023 - J C Daniel Award
e Social Security Good Practices at Asia-Pacific forum in Saudi - EPFO
3rd PSU Transformation Award under the “Innovative Product
Development” category - Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI
Aster Guardians Global Nursing Award 2024 - Nurse Maria Victoria Juan
(from Philippines)
IGBC Green Champion award 2024 - Bhrat Forge Ltd

245. What is the purpose of the laser-equipped satellites-being studied by
Japanese and Indian startups?

ST 3R IR FTE3MT gIRT g fHT ST I8 Aok | a9 SUUe! &1 3™
T E?

(a) To explore distant planets

(b) To remove space debris from orbit

(c) To enhance satellite communication

(d) To observe the lunar surface

(e) To conduct asteroid mining

Ans. b

Sol. Japan, India startups to study laser-equipped satellite to tackle space debris
Space startups in Japan and India had agreed to jointly study using laser-
equipped satellites to remove debris from orbit, an experimental approach to
the increasingly imminent problem of orbital congestion.
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Tokyo-based Orbital Lasers and Indian robotics company InspeCity said they
would study business opportunities for in-space services, such as de-orbiting a
defunct satellite and extending a spacecraft’s life.

The project is the latest example of collaboration between Japan and India,
whose governments are working together on the joint Lunar Polar Exploration
(LUPEX) mission, which could launch as early as 2026.

Indian rocket maker Skyroot and satellite builder HEX20 are also working with
Japanese moon exploration firm Ispace on a future lunar orbiter mission.

246. Magma HDI General Insurance, a leading player in India’s general
insurance sector, has partnered with IndoStar Capital Finance Limited (ICFL) to
enhance the availability of motor, health, and commercial insurance solutions
for customers. What type of company is IndoStar Capital Finance Limited
(ICFL)?

YR & I 14T 87 $1 3ryoft U= § T TerSteng - vd SR 3 Ued] &
forg Hier, WA ok arftifeye St aaTu= 91 Sucsd 9eM & fog §ser
Ffica vrgay fftes (SrEAvrTd) F I TRHER] 31 81 SSReR diiea
BIgAd faftids (emgdiTwye) 5 yaR ot Husdl 2

(a) Insurance Company

(b) Banking Institution

(c) Non-Banking Financial Company

(d) Investment Firm

(e) Mutual Fund Organization

Ans. c

Sol. Magma HDI General Insurance Partners with IndoStar Capital Finance to
Expand Insurance Accessibility

Magma HDI General Insurance, a leading player in India’s general insurance
sector, has partnered with IndoStar Capital Finance Limited (ICFL), a prominent
non-banking financial company (NBFC).

This collaboration aims to enhance the availability of motor, health, and
commercial insurance solutions for customers.

Through this partnership, IndoStar Capital Finance will offer Magma HDI’s wide
range of insurance products, ensuring customers can access financial and
insurance solutions under one roof.

247. Women constitute less than 20 per cent of the overall workforce, and only
10 per cent hold key managerial personnel (KMP) positions even as companies

are making efforts for diversity. Which report highlights the gender disparity in
the Indian workforce?
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Pd srdga A uigarsi @1 W@ 20 ufawa F W 9 3, 991 Faa 10 ufa=a &
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(a) Gender Equality Index Report

(b) Business Diversity Report

(c) Mind the Gender Gap Report

(d) Workforce Equity Analysis

(e) Diversity and Inclusion Report

Ans. c

Sol. Women hold only 10% key managerial personnel positions in India: Report.
Women constitute less than 20 per cent of the overall workforce, and only 10
per cent hold key managerial personnel (KMP) positions even as companies are
making efforts for diversity, according to a report.

Women constitute less than 20 per cent of the overall workforce and hold just
over 10 per cent of KMP positions, while female directors account for less than
20 per cent of the total board director positions, according to the 'Mind the
Gender Gap' report by CFA Institute and CFA Society India.

The 'Mind the Gender Gap' report is based on insights from 300 Indian
companies through their Business Responsibility and Sustainability Report
(BRSR) disclosures.

The report also revealed that women board members and KMPs receive
significantly lower compensation compared to their male counterparts,
highlighting a gender pay disparity at the top level.

Female directors earn only 44 per cent of the median salary of their male
counterparts, while female KMPs receive less than 25 per cent of the
remuneration paid to male KMPs.

The IT sector employs the highest percentage of women (34 per cent), followed
by consumer discretionary and financial sector (25 per cent and 24 per cent,
respectively), with the lowest women participation in the utilities sector (4 per
cent).

248. World Arabic Language Day is celebrated every year on 18 December since
2012. What is the theme for World Arabic Language Day 2024?

fay aRaY WrT faaw 2012 & T~ 99 18 fe¥aR &1 w=rT et 31 fay SRt wrwn
faaw 2024 o1 fawg w32

(a) Arabic Language: A Legacy for the World

(b) The Role of Arabic in Social Cohesion

(c) Arabic Language and Al: Advancing Innovation while Preserving Cultural
Heritage
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(d) Promoting Multilingualism through Arabic

(e) The Evolution of Arabic in Digital Spaces

Ans. c

Sol. 18 December - World Arabic Language Day

World Arabic Language Day is celebrated every year on 18 December since
2012.

The date coincides with the day in 1973 when the General Assembly of the
United Nations adopted Arabic as the sixth official language of the
Organization.

Theme 2024— Arabic Language and Al: Advancing Innovation while Preserving
Cultural Heritage.

Arabic plays a major role in promoting social cohesion, knowledge production
and spreading the values of peace and mutual understanding. Its contribution
to humanity cannot be reduced to one people, as it is a civilization’s legacy for
the entire world.

249. Who won the Men’s 50m Rifle 3P title at the 67th National Shooting
Championship?

6741 IS [feT AR & grut 3t 50 Hiex AsE 39 F1 f&are fFaA
Sitdr?

(a) Swapnil Kusale

(b) Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar

(c) Kiran Ankush Jadhav

(d) Gagan Narang

(e) Abhinav Bindra

Ans. c

Sol. Kiran Ankush Jadhav clinches Men’s 50m Rifle 3P title at 67th National
Shooting Championship

Indian Navy’s Kiran Ankush Jadhav beat Paris Olympic bronze medallist Swapnil
Kusale and another Olympian Aishwary Pratap Singh Tomar to clinch the men’s
50m rifle 3 positions (3P) title at the 67th National Shooting Championship
Competitions in Bhopal.

Jadhav shot 465.8 in the final to leave Aishwary Pratap (463.1) of the home
state in second place at the M.P. State Academy Shooting range.

Swapnil of Railways led the 45-shot final till the 40th shot but bowed out in
third ahead of the final gold-deciding shot, with a tally of 451.8. Jadhav was in
third place till the 40-shot stage, before finishing to strike gold.
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250. ICICI Bank and Times Internet have launched a super-premium co-branded
'The Times Black ICICI Bank Credit Card’ targeting high-net-worth individuals.
Which payment network powers the Times Black ICICI Bank Credit Card?

g emSHtaE S 3R TIEH $evnce A IH-F9u-ey aTa fRTal &1 afd
FXd gU TP R-NIA W5-71SS ¢ Ti <o SR HISTE P Hise PIs'
di-g fhaT 81 3T <Aw JMEATSMEATSNE §F hfse HTS I B AT YA Aead
HaTferd BT 82

(a) MasterCard

(b) Visa

(c) Rupay

(d) American Express

(e) Discover

Ans. b

Sol. ICICI Bank and Times Internet launch super-premium credit card

ICICI Bank and Times Internet have launched a super-premium co-branded
credit card targeting high-net-worth individuals.

The ‘Times Black ICICI Bank Credit Card’, powered by Visa, offers an array of
exclusive benefits designed to appeal to affluent customers.

The metallic card features a unique design incorporating historic printing plates
from The Times of India, symbolising a blend of tradition and innovation.
Cardholders will receive significant perks including unlimited lounge access at
over 1,300 global airports, visa services at home, and entry to ‘The Quorum
Club'.

Key benefits include 2.5 percent reward points on international spending and 2
percent on domestic transactions.

Milestone rewards feature helicopter rides, airport transfers, complimentary
luxury resort stays, and a Rs. 10,000 e-commerce gift card.

The card is available for application through the website and ICICI Bank
branches, targeting professionals and high-income individuals seeking
premium financial services.

251. Recently, Commodity market regulator, Securities and Exchange Board of
India (SEBI) has extended the ban on futures trading in seven agricultural
commodities- soybean and its derivatives, crude palm oil, wheat, rice (non-
basmati), moong, chana and mustard till January 2025. Why has SEBI extended
the ban on futures trading in agricultural commodities?

T g1 §, pHIfed IR fAame, yrdia afayfa six fafvaa 1 @) = 9
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T 3R T & TG PRIGR W UfAaY a3} 2025 qF 1 fear 31 st A $iy
foret & araer SRITR R yfady =) 9 87
(a) To promote export of farm commodities
(b) To encourage investment in the commodity market
(c) To reduce the dependence on imports
(d) To regulate international trading
(e) To check speculation and control food inflation
Ans. e
Sol. Suspension of futures trading in key farm commodities extended for one
month till January 2025: SEBI
The Commodities market regulator, the Securities and Exchange Board of India
(SEBI), has extended the ban on the future trading of seven agricultural
commodities- soybean and its derivatives, crude palm oil, wheat, rice(non-
basmati), moong, chana and mustard seed till January 2025.
According to the SEBI notification issued, this has been done to check
speculation in this commodity and keep in check food inflation in the country.
In December 2021, SEBI banned future trading in these seven agricultural
commodities for a year. It was extended for one year in December 2022 and
again in December 2023 for a year.
The ban prohibits the launching of new contracts and trading in existing ones
on all SEBI-recognised commodity exchanges.
The future market is a market where an attempt is made to discover the future
price of a commodity, taking into consideration the demand and supply of the
commodity.
What is a Commodity Market?
¢ A commodity market refers to a market where commodities are bought
and sold. A commodity is a tangible good used as input for producing
other goods such as rice, wheat, crude oil, natural gas, gold, silver, etc.
The commodities are traded in the spot market, e.g., mandis, as
derivatives in the future market.
In the spot market or cash market, the buyer pays cash to the seller and
the goods are delivered by the seller to the buyer on the spot. In India,
the spot market is regulated by the state government.

252. What historic achievement was recently accomplished in wildlife
conservation in Assam?

A H Teig W1 H 319 81 A D1 31 efagiRie suafsy giia o1 182
(a) First tagging of an Asian Elephant

(b) First tagging of a river turtle
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(c) First breeding center for Gangetic Dolphins

(d) First census of Gangetic River Dolphins

(e) First-ever Ganges River Dolphin tagging

Ans. e

Sol. India Conducts First-ever Ganges River Dolphin Tagging in Assam

Marks a historic achievement in wildlife conservation as the first-ever Ganges
River Dolphin (Platanista Gangetica) has been tagged in Assam.

The tagging of India’s national aquatic animal, the Gangetic River Dolphin, is
part of Project Dolphin of the Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change to track the movement pattern of the highly endangered
species.

It was implemented by the Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, in
collaboration with the Assam Forest Department and Aaranyak, a prominent
biodiversity conservation group in Assam.

The funding for the initiative came from the National CAMPA (Compensatory
Afforestation Fund Management and Planning Authority).

The data collected from the tagged dolphin will help conservationists better
understand the species’ movement range and habitat, which will help them
devise a more robust conservation plan.

About Gangetic Dolphins

e The Gangetic River Dolphin (scientific name Platanista gangetica) is also
known as the blind dolphin, Ganges susu or Hihu's. The River Dolphin is
not a fish but a mammal.

e According to the Wildlife Institute of India, there are around 4000 River
Dolphins in India, of which around 2000 are found in Uttar Pradesh.

e They are found in certain stretches of India’s Ganga-Brahmaputra-Barak
River system, Nepal’s Karnali, Sapta Koshi, and Narayani rivers, and
Bangladesh’s Meghna, Karnaphuli, and Sangu rivers.

e The Gangetic River Dolphins are mainly found in the mainstream of the
Ganga River and its tributaries, Ghaghra, Kosi, Gandak, Chambal,
Rupnarayan, and Yamuna.

253. What is the name of the national museum being developed in
collaboration with France Museums Development?
?WW%W@WWW@WWWWW
(a) Bharat Mandapam Museum

(b) Yuga Yugeen Bharat National Museum

(c) Central Vista Heritage Museum
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(d) Louvre Bharat Museum

(e) India-France Heritage Museum

Ans. b

Sol. India Partners with France Museums Development to Establish Yuga Yugeen
Bharat National Museum

The Ministry of Culture has partnered with France Museums Development (FMD) to
develop the Yuga Yugeen Bharat National Museum as a world-class cultural
institution.

This ambitious project is an integral part of the Central Vista Redevelopment Project
and is set to span approximately 1,55,000 square meters across the iconic North and
South Blocks in New Delhi.

The museum, envisioned as a celebration of India’s unbroken civilizational history,
was first announced by the Prime Minister at the International Museum Expo in May
2023 and further highlighted during the inauguration of Bharat Mandapam in the
following July.

As part of this agreement, India and France will collaborate on a comprehensive
feasibility study, encompassing museum case studies, interpretive planning, and
building programming.

This strategic partnership builds on years of cultural cooperation between the two
nations. France's renowned expertise in museum development, exemplified by the
Grand Louvre, will play a pivotal role in shaping this project.

The Yuga Yugeen Bharat National Museum will redefine the museum experience,
offering a platform that celebrates India’s heritage while embracing contemporary
narratives. Through this collaboration, India and France continue to strengthen their
cultural bonds, setting a benchmark for international partnerships in heritage.

254. The Government of India has signed a $42 million loan with the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) for Maharashtra. What is the primary objective of the
$42 million loan project in Maharashtra?

HRA WRBR A HERTY & forg TRrams faora 9o @ Sidh & a1y 42 fafera= ster
& B IR gEIER fPT § | TeRIy & 42 faferas ster & wor ufvasn &1 wrufrs
SERY FT§?

(a) Promoting tourism along the coast

(b) Building luxury resorts

(c) Providing coastal and riverbank protection to enhance resilience

(d) Expanding the shipping industry

(e) Developing marine biodiversity parks

Ans. c

Sol. India and ADB sign $42 million loan to help fortify Maharashtra's coastline
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The Centre and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) have signed a $42 million loan to
provide coastal and riverbank protection to increase the resilience of local
communities and natural ecosystems in the state of Maharashtra.
The project builds on ADB's earlier investment by incorporating hybrid approaches to
combat coastal erosion, such as offshore reefs, rock protection works, along with
flexible nature-based solutions like beach and dune nourishment.
It also uses advanced technologies to predict climate change impacts, like sea-level
rise and extreme weather and enhances the coastal management information system
with remote sensing satellite imagery, improving shoreline management.
Recent Loan approved by ADB
e ADB approved a $500 million loan to support India’s economic growth by
promoting environmentally sustainable infrastructure.
ADB and India sign USD 788.8 million (over Rs 6,600 crore) for the
development of Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh as a green and smart capital
city
World Bank approves $325 Million Project to Boost Agriculture in Uttar
Pradesh
World Bank approves $188 million loan to Maharashtra to stimulate
growth in backward districts
India and ADB sign $50 million loan for climate-resilient water security in
Meghalaya
India and ADB sign $98 million loan agreement to boost horticulture
productivity

255. Which of the following option is INCORRECT about theinaugural Kho Kho
World Cup?

Y @l-El fay $u S IR & Fafafea 9 9 14 a1 e T 32

(a) Salman Khan has been appointed as the brand ambassador for the event.
(b) The event will feature participation from 30 countries.

(c) The event will feature 21 men’s teams and 20 women'’s teams.

(d) It will be hosted in New Delhi from January 13 to 19, 2025.

(e) Sudhanshu Mittal is the President of the Kho Kho Federation of India (KKFI).
Ans. b

Sol. Salman Khan joins hands as Brand Ambassador to promote inaugural Kho
Kho World Cup

The Kho Kho Federation of India (KKFI) has officially appointed Bollywood
superstar Salman Khan as the brand ambassador for the inaugural Kho Kho
World Cup, which will be held in New Delhi from January 13 to 19, 2025.
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This event will see the participation of teams from 24 countries and is set to
boost the global profile of Kho Kho. The event will feature 21 men’s teams and
20 women'’s teams, representing 24 countries.

The tournament aims to showcase the sport’s widespread appeal, with an
exciting lineup of men’s and women'’s teams competing for the first time on the
world stage.

The Kho Kho World Cup will see 21 Men's and 20 Women'’s teams competing in
the week-long tournament, seeing participation of 24 nations traveling for the
tournament to India.

Presidentof KKFI - Sudhanshu Mittal

256. In December 2024, China's space programme achieved a milestone as two
astronauts completed a nine-hour spacewalk. The nine-hour extravehicular
activity (EVA) by Shenzhou-19 crew members Cai Xuzhe and Song Lingdong
surpassed a 22-year-old record held by the US. Which space station were the
astronauts aboard during the record-breaking spacewalk?

fedaR 2024 #, 9 & siafvel FriwEH A T Hid &1 URR 1R fHar, ST &
fafees Afal A Y U &1 WHaie GRT [$ar| A18-19F A1a® ¢ b dew| &
T2 3R T RATEIT gRT ) 62 8 TRerRR PR TR @) 3 sifker ¥ 22
I R RP1S 3t NS oIS f3ar Reis dis+ ardt WHais & gR1 siafves ar
fre siafver R wR A2

(a) International Space Station (ISS)

(b) Mir Space Station

(c) Artemis Gateway

(d) Skylab

(e) Tiangong Space Station

Ans. e

Sol. China astronauts script history with world’s longest spacewalk, break US
record

China's space programme achieved a milestone as two of its astronauts
completed a nine-hour spacewalk.

The nine-hour extravehicular activity (EVA) by Shenzhou-19 crew members Cai
Xuzhe and Song Lingdong surpassed a 22-year-old record held by the US.

The two astronauts aboard the Tiangong space station have set the new world
record for the longest spacewalk, as reported by the South China Morning Post.
Cai and Song wrapped the nine-hour extravehicular activity, better known as a
spacewalk.

According to NASA, the previous record of eight hours and 56 minutes was set
by US astronauts James Voss and Susan Helms on March 12, 2001.
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Both the astronauts were supported by crewmate Wang Haozhe, who remained
inside the station. Tiangong's robotic arms and ground control teams also
contributed to the mission's success.

257. Which of the following statement is/are INCORRECT regarding the S.A.F.E.
Accommodation report released by NITI Aayog?

Tifer AT gRT WY S.ALE.E. 3mar Ruid & weay § fFafafea & @ o9 a1 suq
T §?

(P) It focuses on Secure, Affordable, Flexible, and Efficient accommodations for
industrial workers.

(Q) Increasing manufacturing’s contribution to GDP from 17% to 25%

(R) Allocating 50% of project costs for VGF support.

(S) Providing Viability Gap Funding (VGF) of up to 30%-40% of project costs
(T) Restrictive zoning laws prohibiting residential developments in industrial
zones

(a) only P and Q

(b) only R

(c)only S

(donlySand T

(e) only Q

Ans. b

Sol. NITI Aayog Releases Report on S.A.F.E. Accommodation

NITI Aayog released a report on “S.A.F.E. Accommodation — Worker Housing for
manufacturing growth”.

The report explores the crucial role of Secure, Affordable, Flexible, and Efficient
(S.A.F.E.) accommodations for industrial workers in boosting India‘s manufacturing
sector. It identifies key challenges, offers actionable solutions, and highlights the
pivotal interventions required to scale up such housing facilities across the country.
In the Union Budget 2024-25, the FM emphasized the importance of rental housing
for industrial workers. This initiative, to be executed under a Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) model with Viability Gap Funding (VGF).

India is poised to elevate its manufacturing sector’s contribution to GDP from the
current 17% to 25% as part of achieving Viksit Bharat by 2047. This goal is aligned
with the country’s objectives of becoming a global manufacturing hub.

According to the Economic Survey 2023-24, India needs to generate 7.85 million jobs
annually until 2030 to sustain its economic growth trajectory. This also requires a
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robust workforce strategy, including sufficient, proximate, and affordable housing for
industrial workers.
Why S.A.F.E. Accommodation Matters?

e The S.AF.E. accommodation initiative offers a comprehensive framework by
aligning regulatory and financial frameworks. The report identifies several
benefits of S.A.F.E.:

Enhancing Workforce Productivity and Retention: Proximate and well-
designed housing improves workers’ quality of life, reduces commute times,
and enhances overall productivity.

e Attracting Global Investments: High-quality accommodations demonstrate
India’s commitment to international standards, thereby making the country a
preferred destination for manufacturing investments.

¢ Aligning with Global Labour Standards: Adherence to international labour
standards enhances India’s reputation and competitiveness in the global
market.

Challenges in Scaling Up Worker Accommodation

o Restrictive Zoning Laws: Residential developments are often prohibited in
industrial zones, forcing workers to live far from their workplaces.
Conservative Building Bye-Laws: Low Floor Area Ratios (FAR) and other
inefficient land-use regulations limit the potential for high-capacity housing
on available land.

High Operating Costs: Hostel accommodations in industrial zones are

classified as commercial establishments, leading.to higher property taxes and

utility rates. Financial Viability: High capital costs and low returns make large-

scale worker accommodation projects unattractive to private developers.
Proposed Solutions by Regulatory Recommendations

e Reclassify Worker Accommodations: Designate S.A.F.E. accommodations as

a distinct category of residential housing to ensure:

Residential property tax, electricity, and water tariffs apply.

GST exemptions for accommodations meeting specified criteria (e.g., 20,000
per person per month for a continuous stay of 90 days).

Streamline Environmental Clearances: Include S.A.F.E. accommodations
under the exemptions provided for industrial sheds, schools, colleges, and
hostels in the draft notification issued by the Ministry of Environment, Forest,
and Climate Change (MoEF&CC).
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e Promote Gender-Inclusive Policies: Encourage the development of
accommodations suitable for workers, addressing their specific safety and
welfare needs.

Flexible Zoning Laws: Amend zoning regulations to allow mixed-use
developments near industrial hubs, facilitating worker housing close to
workplaces.

Proposed Solutions: Financial Recommendations

e To overcome financial barriers, the report suggests:

¢ Viability Gap Funding (VGF):

Provide up to 30%-40% of project costs (excluding land) through VGF support.
This includes 20% from the Department of Economic Affairs (DEA) and 10%
from the sponsoring nodal ministry, with additional contributions from state
governments.

Amend Annexure 3 of the VGF scheme to include affordable rental housing as
an eligible sector.

Competitive Bidding: Implement transparent bidding processes to determine
VGF support, ensuring efficiency and cost-effectiveness.

Retrofitting Existing Facilities: Leverage VGF to upgrade brownfield worker
accommodations, enhancing their safety, capacity, and utility.

258. What is the total value of the contract signed between the Ministry of
Defence and Larsen & Toubro Limited for K9 Vajra-T artillery guns?

T AT 3R ARl € ool faftes & ot ko aw1-T dul & fore swanefa srqay
P P YeI fha-1 87

(a) Rs 7,500 crore

(b) Rs 8,030 crore

(c) Rs 7,628 crore

(d) Rs 7,230 crore

(e) Rs 6,500 crore

Ans. ¢

Sol. MoD inks Rs 7,629 crore contract with L&T for K9 VAJRA-T Self-Propelled
Tracked Artillery Guns for Indian Army

The Ministry of Defence (MoD) has signed a Rs 7,628.70 crore contract with
Larsen & Toubro Limited (L&T) for the procurement of additional 155 mm/52
calibre K9 Vajra-T self-propelled tracked artillery guns for the Indian Army.
The procurement falls under the “Buy (Indian) category”, providing a further
boost to the Centre's “Aatmanirbhar Bharat” (self-reliant India) initiative.
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The procurement of the latest batch of K9 Vajra-T guns will "catalyse artillery
modernisation” and "enhance the Indian Army's overall operational readiness".
The guns will be manufactured under licence from South Korean defence major
Hanwha Defense, extending an initial contract for 100 guns that has already
been completed.

259. M2P Fintech has joined hands with which bank to deliver seamless and
secure payment experiences?

M2P fiFTe® = Wes 3R WRfdra YA gy UeH &3 & o fra 8o & Ty
e1Y foraman @2

(a) Canara Bank

(b) HDFC Bank

(c) UCO Bank

(d) Axis Bank

(e) State Bank of India

Ans. e

Sol. M2P Fintech Collaborates with SBI to Revolutionise Prepaid Payment
Solutions

M2P Fintech has joined hands with the State Bank of India (SBI) to deliver
seamless and secure payment experiences.

This collaboration aims to introduce innovative and user-friendly solutions,
positioning prepaid payment systems as smarter, more efficient alternatives in
the financial landscape.

The partnership focuses on leveraging M2P Fintech’s advanced technology
platform, renowned for its agility and scalability, combined with SBI's vast
network and customer base. Together, they seek to address the evolving needs
of digital payment users, ensuring convenience, security, and reliability.

Under this alliance, M2P Fintech will enable SBI to strengthen its prepaid
offerings with advanced features such as real-time tracking, instant card
issuance, and enhanced fraud prevention mechanisms. These features are
designed to cater to diverse use cases, including corporate disbursements,
travel cards, and gift cards, providing unmatched flexibility to businesses and
consumers alike.

260. International Human Solidarity Day is celebrated annually on December 20
to promote the spirit of unity and cooperation among individuals,
communities, and nations. Who established International Human Solidarity
Day?
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e, TErAl 3R APT & did THaT SR FeINT H1 HIGHT B 9141 ¢4 & forg
20 fedeR &) yfoa siarffta wra Tevar fgaw w=man wirar 31 sfarfsta a4
Todl fead 3t RTgT forea Fiz

(a) World Health Organization (WHO)

(b) International Labour Organization (ILO)

(c) United Nations (UN)

(d) World Economic Forum (WEF)

(e) International Monetary Fund (IMF)

Ans. c

Sol. 20 December - International Human Solidarity Day

International Human Solidarity Day is celebrated annually on December 20 to
promote the spirit of unity and cooperation among individuals, communities,
and nations.

Theme 2024 - Promote togetherness and collaboration

Established by the United Nations in 2005, this day emphasises the
interconnectedness of humanity and the collective responsibility we share in
promoting social justice and equality.

261. Goa Liberation Day is celebrated annually on December 19 to mark the
liberation of Goa from Portuguese rule in 1961. Which military operation led to
Goa’s liberation from Portuguese rule?

T gfad fead 1961 W Ydwmell M+ & Wia1 3t gfed & Iuasg ¥ ufaad 19
faiaR &Y waTa omar @ | fore &= Sifars & wRuT Mar &1 gdmedt e | g
firett

(a) Operation Blue Star

(b) Operation Vijay

(c) Operation Trident

(d) Operation Meghdoot

(e) Operation Parakram

Ans. b

Sol. 19 December - Goa Liberation Day

Goa Liberation Day is celebrated annually on December 19 to mark the
liberation of Goa from Portuguese rule in 1961.

It commemorates the successful military operation, Operation Vijay, which
ended 451 years of Portuguese colonial rule in Goa.

This day is a tribute to the Indian Armed Forces and freedom fighters who
played a crucial role in integrating Goa into the Indian Union.

The Portuguese colonised several parts of India in 1510 but by the end of the
19th century Portuguese colonies in India were limited to Goa, Daman, Diu,
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Dadra, Nagar Haveli and Anjediva Island. The Goa liberation movement, which
sought to end Portuguese colonial rule in Goa, started off with small-scale
revolts.

262. What is the penalty amount imposed by RBI on Indusind Bank for non-
compliance in December 2024?

faxiaY 2024 ® MR- 3IUTA & AT RBI GRT ISASS dF UR TS TS S[HTT IMFA
T &2

(a) Rs 20.3 lakh

(b) Rs 27.3 lakh

(c) Rs 30.3 lakh

(d) Rs 15.3lakh

(e) Rs 25.3 lakh

Ans. b

Sol. RBlI imposes fine on Manappuram Finance, Indusind Bank over non-
compliance

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed penalties on Indusind Bank and
Manappuram Finance amounting to Rs 27.3 lakh and Rs 20 lakh, respectively,
for non-compliance with norms.

The statutory inspection of the companies was conducted by the RBI with
reference to their financial position as of March 31, 2023.

The penalty on Manappuram Finance was imposed for failing to undertake
customer PAN verification at the time of customer acceptance and for allotting
multiple identification codes to some customers instead of a Unique Customer
Identification Code (UCIC) for each customer.

A penalty of Rs 27.30 lakh has been imposed on Indusind Bank for non-
compliance with certain provisions of norms related to ‘interest rate on
deposits.

The RBI had conducted a statutory inspection for supervisory evaluation of the
bank with reference to its financial position as on March 31, 2023, and had
issued a notice to the private sector lender.

263. Shriram Finance Limited, a financial services company, has launched a new
vertical to manage all its commitments to green financing. What is the main
focus of Shriram Green Finance, the newly launched vertical of Shriram Finance?
fa<ig Tar $uHT R w1gAa9 fafes A 39 wgARkin & e sro-t g
ufaagdarsi &1 Ugya $31 & e vep a1 9w af< frar g1 k™ w9 &
¢ di-g T U aféwa TR W B39 &1 581 Biey 1 82

(a) Personal loans

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

x
™
ambitiousbaba.com bp‘aiM babali Online Test Series

(b) Real estate financing

(c) Stock market investments

(d) Insurance services

(e) Green financing, including EVs and renewable energy

Ans. e

Sol. Shriram Finance launches Green Finance Vertical

Shriram Finance Limited, a financial services company, has launched a new
vertical to manage all its commitments to green financing.

The newly-launched Shriram Green Finance plans to build on the group's
existing portfolio of green financing, mostly focused on electric vehicles (EVs)
and explore opportunities beyond this segment.

In particular, Shriram Green Finance would focus on financing electric vehicles
(EV), battery charging stations, renewable energy and energy efficient
machinery.

Shriram Finance is targeting assets under management (AUM) of Rs 5,000 crore
($588 million) over the next three to four years under the portfolio. It also
plans to raise funds from domestic and international sources, focusing on green
investments.

At the initial stage, Shriram Green Finance will focus on building its EV portfolio
in Karnataka, Kerala, Delhi NCR and Maharashtra. The company is actively
engaging with original equipment manufacturers (OEMs) to establish long-term
partnerships.

264. Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs (CBIC) Chairman Sanjay
Kumar Agarwal has launched four new initiatives to improve taxpayer
experience and enhance transparency. Which of the following.is NOT included
in this initiative?

FE AV B T T Yo NS (CBIC) & 3(HE Yo PUR 3aTe A
FRErarail & U P IgaR I 3R URGRIA1 dgM F RIT IR 73 vgd == 31
g1 g A A #1959 yga A i 98 82

(a) Revised Citizen's Charter: A Commitment to Better Service Standards

(b) Ease of Doing Business’ tab for giving suggestions

(c) Revamped Citizen's Corner: Knowledge at Your Fingertips

(d) Revised Senior Citizen Tax Charter

(e) CBIC Archives: A Digital Window to India’s Tax History

Ans.d

Sol. CBIC chairman launches four new initiatives to enhance taxpayer services
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Sanjay Kumar Agarwal, Chairperson, Central Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC), in presence of all Board Members, launched a series of
initiatives that aim to improve taxpayer experience and enhance transparency.
1. Revised Citizen's Charter: A Commitment to Better Service Standard’s-

e The CBIC has introduced a revised Citizen's Charter, which provides
updated timelines and service standards for key taxpayer services.
Covering areas such as Drawback, Import & Export of Air Cargo, and
innovative platforms like CPGRAMS (Centralized Public Grievance
Redress and Monitoring System), the new Charter ensures transparency
and accountability in service delivery.

2. Ease of Doing Business’ tab for giving suggestions —

e A new platform has been launched to enable taxpayers to directly
contribute to the ease of doing business (EoDB).

o This initiative, born out of insights from Chintan Shivir 2023, allows
individuals and businesses to share suggestions for improving tax
procedures and policies.

3.Revamped Citizen's Corner: Knowledge at Your Fingertips-

e The Citizen's Corner online portal has been significantly enhanced to
serve as a one-stop hub for tax-related information.

Designed to empower taxpayers with knowledge, the Citizen's Corner
simplifies self-compliance and encourages voluntary adherence to tax
regulations.

4. CBIC Archives: A Digital Window to India’s Tax History -

o Highlighting its storied legacy, the CBIC has launched a digital archive
showcasing the historical evolution of indirect taxes in India. This user-
friendly platform now features six (06) interactive menu tiles with
approximately 82 submenus, offering taxpayers access to videos,
webinars, and the latest updates on various tax-related topics.

These initiatives underscore the CBIC's commitment to taxpayer-centric
governance and digital transformation.

The initiatives are spearheaded by the Directorate General of Taxpayer Services
(DGTS) as part of the Government'’s ongoing efforts to streamline tax
administration and foster a conducive business environment.

265. Five-time Haryana Chief Minister and veteran Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD) leader Om Prakash Chautala died at the age of 89. For what reason were
Om Prakash Chautala and his son sentenced to prison in 2013?
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Ui IR A & el 38 iR §feuH AvFa diwed (3aa) & fewe Aan
3T YHTRT TeTAT T 89 T4 @1 3T | U 81 W11 ST YHT=T TeTar 3R 39
9C ®1 2013 # fFd FRU A S T Jol GA18 18 A

(a) Misappropriation of funds

(b) Teacher recruitment scam

(c) Election rigging

(d) Land acquisition fraud

(e) Tax evasion

Ans. b

Sol. Former Haryana CM, INLD chief Om Prakash Chautala dies

Five-time Haryana Chief Minister and veteran Indian National Lok Dal (INLD)
leader Om Prakash Chautala died at the age of 89.

Born in Sirsa on January 1, 1935, Chautala first became the Haryana chief
minister in 1989 and remained at the post for six months. Two months later, he
again took oath as chief minister, but had to resign with five days. His third
term came in 1991, but was cut short when President's rule was imposed in the
state within two weeks. He went on to serve two consecutive terms between
1999 and 2005.

In 2013, Chautala and his son Ajay Singh Chautala were sentenced to 10 years in
prison after being found guilty of corruption in a teacher recruitment scam.
They were held guilty of illegally recruiting 3,206 teachers in the state in 2000.

267. The Government of India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) signed a
$350 million policy-based loan under the'second subprogram of Strengthening
Multimodal and Integrated Logistics Ecosystem (SMILE) program. What is the
purpose of the SMILE program?

YR TR 3R TRATE fde™ §F (ADB) A A iAIsd 3R gdhiee difviead
SPIRICH (SMILE) BTIHH Y Holgd B+ & gax SU-BRIHH & dgd $350
fferra & ifa-smenfya o1 o gweR fFe| SMILE Friwa &1 38=a |1 82

(a) To enhance tourism infrastructure in India.

(b) To promote rural development.

(c) To support wide-ranging reforms in the logistics sector.

(d) To improve education and healthcare facilities.

(e) To fund renewable energy projects.

Ans. c

Sol. India signs $350 million loan agreement with ADB to expand
manufacturing sector
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The Government of India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) signed a $350
million policy-based loan under the second subprogram of Strengthening
Multimodal and Integrated Logistics Ecosystem (SMILE) program.

The SMILE program is a programmatic policy-based loan (PBL) to support the
government in undertaking wide-ranging reforms in the logistics sector in
India.

The programmatic approach comprises two subprograms, which aim to expand
India’s manufacturing sector and improve the resilience of its supply chains.
The program establishes and operationalizes a comprehensive policy
framework to enhance logistics efficiency through (i) strengthening the
institutional bases for multimodal logistics infrastructure development at the
national, state, and city levels; (ii) standardizing warehousing and other
logistics assets to strengthen supply chains and incentivize greater private
sector investment; (iii) improving efficiencies in external trade logistics; and (iv)
adopting smart systems for efficient and low emission logistics.

The collaboration between the Government of India and ADB reflects a shared
commitment to fostering growth and innovation in the logistics sector,
supporting India’s broader economic development goals.

268. Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Bhupender Yadav
released the ‘India State of Forest Report 2023 (ISFR 2023) at Forest Research
Institute, Dehradun. When was the first India State of Forest Report (ISFR)
published?

wafaRur, & 3R Serarg uRads 6 yig grea 3 grg UG 99 Sy
AR § ‘YR 9= fRufa U 2023 (SMETATH IR 2023) 5 511 Tgelt WRd a4
Rufa feuid (SmSTauweR) #d yHIiRid g3 4z

(a) 1985

(b) 1987

(c) 1990

(d) 2000

(e) 1995

Ans. b

Sol. Environment Minister Bhupendra Yadav releases India State of Forest
Report 2023

Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Bhupender Yadav
released the ‘India State of Forest Report 2023 (ISFR 2023) today at Forest
Research Institute, Dehradun.

The ISFR has been brought out by the Forest Suvey of India (FSI) on a biennial
basis since 1987. FSI conducts an in-depth assessment of the country'’s forest
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and tree resources based on the interpretation of remote sensing satellite data
and field-based National Forest Inventory (NFI), and the results are published in
the ISFR. The India State of Forest Report 2023 is the 18th such report in the
series.

According to the report, India’s total forest and tree cover spans 827,357 square
kilometres, accounting for 25.17% of the country’s geographical area.
Additionally, the total forest cover has increased by 1,445 square kilometres
compared to the 2021 assessment.

According to the Forest Survey of India (FSI), forest cover refers to all land that
has a tree canopy density of more than 10 per cent and spans over an area of
one hectare or more, regardless of the type of ownership or legal status.
Together, the forest and tree cover amount to 8,27,357 sq km or 25.17 per cent
of India's geographical area.

269. In December 2024, who issued the directive to Market Infrastructure
Institutions (Mlls) to adopt a uniform policy on data sharing for research?
faxiaR 2024 ¥, fru UTdhe SPRCTR SEICYRIM (MII) Y YT & forg Ser
AT R T F9H A g &1 frder ot fasam

(a) Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

(b) Ministry of Finance

(c) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

(d) National Stock Exchange (NSE)

(e) Indian Banks' Association (IBA)

Ans. c

Sol. SEBI directs Mlis to adopt uniform policy on data sharing for research
The market regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) directed
stock exchanges, clearing corporations, and depositories to adopt a uniform
policy for sharing data meant for research and research publications
undertaken by accredited academic institutions.

These market infrastructure institutions (Mlls) have been asked to segregate
such data into two baskets—one that can be shared with the public and the
second that cannot be made public.

The first basket will include only aggregate and analysed data, such as
reporting and disclosure data mandated by regulators. The segregation is
intended to prevent the disclosure of any personal, sensitive, or confidential
information in the public domain.

The second basket includes know-your-customer (KYC) information, trade logs,
and holding details of an entity or individual, along with the identity of the
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entity or individual. Further, even anonymised data that could potentially
identify the individual or entity will not be shared in the public domain.

270. Tata Power Renewable Energy, a unit of Tata Power, has partnered with
state-run Canara Bank to drive the adoption of rooftop solar systems under the
government-backed PM Surya Ghar Scheme, offering affordable financing
options to Indian households. What is the maximum loan amount available for
rooftop solar systems with a capacity of up to 3 kW?

TTeT UTaR ®1 3PT15 elel UTar R_yuad Tasif A IReR gufda tien g == aiesn
& d8d ¥Weld AieR Ried 31 UM & T TROR N1 9F & 01y AHGRL
1 2, St R uRart @t frwrd faavor fawe yem w=dt 81 3 frdtare
dP B HAT 918 FTWHETT Jia Rved & forg srifreaw ot fy fa- 82

(a) Rs 1 lakh

(b) Rs 2 lakh

(c) Rs 3 lakh

(d) Rs 4 lakh

(e) Rs 6 lakh

Ans. b

Sol. Tata Power, Canara Bank partner to offer loans for rooftop solar systems
Tata Power Renewable Energy, a unit of Tata Power, has partnered with state-
run Canara Bank to drive the adoption of rooftop solar systems under the
government-backed PM Surya Ghar Scheme, offering affordable financing
options to Indian households.

The initiative aims to simplify access to clean energy solutions by providing
loans for residential solar installations.

Loans of up to Rs 2 lakh are available for systems with a capacity of up to 3 kW
(kilowatt), requiring a 10 per cent margin and no collateral, with an interest
rate of 7 per cent per annum and a 10-year repayment period.

For larger systems, ranging from 3 kW to 10 kW, loans of up to Rs 6 lakh are
offered with a 20 per cent margin, no collateral, and a 10 per cent annual
interest rate over a decade.

The partnership underscores the push for clean energy solutions in India, which
aims to achieve 500 GW of installed electric capacity from non-fossil sources by
2030.

271. How much money will Rajasthan spend annually on the ODOP policy?
IR 3stendt e ax " foran g @ Hem?

(a) Rs 50 crore

(b) Rs 75 crore
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(c) Rs 100 crore
(d) Rs 150 crore
(e) Rs 200 crore
Ans. c
Sol. Rajasthan to spend Rs 100 cr annually on one-district-one-product policy
Rajasthan plans to spend Rs 100 crore annually on the one-district-one-product
(ODOP) policy for local artisans, farmers, manufacturers and entrepreneurs.
The policy was launched some days ago and it is inspired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's “Vocal for Local” vision, said an official of the state industries
department. ODOP will also benefit workers, traders and exporters in the state's
50 districts.
The ODOP initiative targets to foster balanced regional development across all
districts of the state. The idea is to select, brand and promote one product from
each district of the state to enable holistic socioeconomic growth across all
regions.
About Rajasthan

e Capital - Jaipur

e Chief Minister — Bhajan Lal Sharma (replace Ashok Gehlot)

e Deputy Chief Minister - Diya Kumari and Premchand Bairwa

o Speaker of Rajasthan Assembly - Vasudev Devnan

e Governor - Haribhau Bagade

273. The world has observed 21st December 2024 as the first World Meditation
Day. What is the theme for World Meditation Day,2024?

fay 3 21 fedieR 2024 ) ugen fay e faw g=man 5| fay &= fdad 2024 &1
fawg 7= 82

(a) Global Mindfulness, Inner Peace

(b) Peace Within, Peace Across

(c) Healing the World

(d) Meditation for All

(e) Inner Peace, Global Harmony

Ans. e

Sol. 21 December - World Meditation Day

The world has observed 21st December 2024 as the first World Meditation Day.
The United Nations designated 21st December as World Meditation Day in a
resolution passed by the United Nations General Assembly on 29 November
2024.

Theme 2024 - Inner Peace, Global Harmony
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Renowned Indian spiritual leader and founder of the Art of Living Foundation,
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar, was the chief guest at the special programme, and he
conducted a live, global meditation session.

What is meditation?

e According to the United Nations, meditation is an ancient practice that
involves focusing one's attention on the present moment. Rooted in
religious, yogic, and secular traditions across cultures, meditation has
been practiced for thousands of years.

e Today, it is embraced worldwide, transcending its spiritual origins to
become a universal tool for personal well-being and mental health.

274. In which year will India host the ISSF Junior World Cup?

YR frd adf ISSF SfaR fay #7 &t Aerart sm?

(a) 2024

(b) 2025

(c) 2026

(d) 2027

(e) 2023

Ans. b

Sol. National Rifle Association Of India to host ISSF Junior World Cup 2025
India will host of the International Shooting Sport Federation (ISSF) Junior
World Cup Rifle/Pistol/Shotgun 2025.

This will be the third top ISSF event to be held in the country after the senior
World Cup in Bhopal in 2023 and the season-ending ISSF World Cup Final
earlier this year, reinforcing India’s stature as one of the sport’s top destinations
in the world.

This will be the ninth top level Shooting championship to be held in India over
the past decade but the first ISSF Junior World Cup. Before this India had
hosted to continental championships and six ISSF competitions, including two
World Cup Final competitions besides four senior ISSF World Cups.

275. Who has been appointed as the chairperson of the United Nations Internal
Justice Council (1JC)?
e Y S = UG (Smgeiedh) & sreae & w0 | fd fgea fsar man
&
(a) Justice Ranjan Gogoi
(b) Justice Madan B Lokur
(c) Justice Dipak Misra
(d) Justice Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud
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(e) Justice K G Balakrishnan
Ans. b
Sol. Former SC Judge Justice Madan Lokur appointed chairperson of U.N.
Internal Justice Council
Former Supreme Court judge Madan B Lokur has been appointed as
chairperson of the United Nations Internal Justice Council (1JC).
Lokur has been appointed for a 4-year-tenure ending on 12th November 2028.
In a communication to Justice Lokur.
The General Assembly of the UN established the 1JC as part of the new internal
justice system to help ensure independence, professionalism and accountability
in the administration of the UN'’s justice system.
Justice Madan Lokur retired as a judge of the Supreme Court on 31 December,
2018, after a tenure of more than 6 years.
Recent Appointment in Foreign
e Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) - Kash Patel
e Chairman of International Cricket Council (ICC) - Jay Shah (replace Greg
Barclay)
DG of World Trade Organization (WTO) - Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-lweala
(reappointment)
President of Asian Development Bank - Masato Kanda;11th (replace
Masatsugu Asakawa) effect from 24 Feb 2025
Secretary General of Interpol - Valdecy Urquiza (Brazil's Federal Police
Commissioner)
Chairperson of 77th Session of WHO Regional Committee - JP Nadda

276. The 55th meeting of India’s Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council, held in
Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, significant attention was given to addressing pressing
economic issues such as food inflation, unemployment, rural job creation, and
maintaining capital expenditure momentum. What was the GST rate increase
for used electric vehicles (EVs) decided by the GST Council?

TR & AGAHR § ST YR o1 avg T Ta1 $R (Sed)) ukug $t 5541
V5P W WY ErRwifa, IRISARY, ARH0T AR o 3R Geilvrd g &1 fd HY
TAIE T S W@yt Sffe gef W e dfea fvar wan | sfewdt ufvug grr
& Safaee darel (39 & R Sfivad ax & frah gf &1 Frofa frar mam
(@) 5% to 12%

(b) 12% to 28%

(c) 5% to 18%

(d) 18% to 25%
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(e) 12% to 18%

Ans. e

Sol. 55th GST Council meeting concludes in Jaisalmer

The 55th meeting of India’s Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council, held in
Jaisalmer, Rajasthan, significant attention was given to addressing pressing
economic issues such as food inflation, unemployment, rural job creation, and
maintaining capital expenditure momentum.

The meeting resulted in several significant decisions impacting various sectors.
Increase in GST for used electric vehicles (EVs): The Council approved raising
the GST rate on old and used electric vehicles from 12 per cent to 18 per cent.
This move aims to align the tax structure of used EVs with that of new EVs,
which are currently taxed at 5 per cent.

Hike in GST for small petrol and diesel cars: A decision was made to increase the
GST rate on small petrol and diesel cars from 12 per cent to 18 per cent. This
adjustment is intended to standardise tax rates across different vehicle
categories.

Tax relief on health and life insurance premiums: The Council granted full GST
exemptions on term life insurance premiums and health insurance premiums
for senior citizens. Additionally, health insurance policies with coverage up to
Rs 5 lakh for other individuals will also enjoy tax relief. This measure is
expected to make insurance more affordable and accessible.

277. What discount can Namo Bharat train commuters avail on tickets
purchased through the RRTS app?

ARIAREITH VY & HIegH & WG MY fewpel W =749t WRd o gl o fea- ge
forer Tl 22

(@) 5%

(b) 7%

(c) 10%

(d) 12%

(e) 15%

Ans. c

Sol. Namo Bharat train commuters to get 10 per cent discount on tickets
through RRTS app

Namo Bharat train commuters can avail a 10 per cent discount on tickets
purchased through the RRTS Connect mobile application as part of the "loyalty
points program” launched by NCRTC.
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National Capital Region Transport Corporation (NCRTC) Managing Director
Shalabh Goel launched the initiative at the Sahibabad Regional Rapid Transit
System (RRTS).

Under the loyalty points program, passengers will earn one point for every
rupee spent on Namo Bharat train tickets.

Each loyalty point is valued at Rs 0.10 (10 paise) and will be credited to the
passenger's account. These points can be redeemed for ticket purchases. Each
loyalty point is valued at Rs 0.10 (10 paise) and will be credited to the
passenger's account.

278. Who did India defeat in the final to win the inaugural Under-19 ACC
Women'’s T20 Asia Cup?

YR A 3i83-19 WIRA ufgar €20 tlRrn #u & Igured A9 # fFa sva fQaw
Sitdr?

(a) Pakistan

(b) Sri Lanka

(c) Bangladesh

(d) Nepal

(e) Afghanistan

Ans. c

Sol. India clinches U19 ACC Women'’s T20 Asia Cup Title

In Women'’s Cricket, India clinched the inaugural Under-19 ACC Women's T20
Asia Cup title at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, after defeating Bangladesh by 41 runs
in the final.

Chasing a target of 118, Bangladesh were bowled out for a modest 76 runs in
just 18.3 overs. For India, Aayyushi Shukla claimed three wickets, while Parunika
Sisodia and Sonam Yadav took two wickets each.

Earlier, India, batting first, scored 117 for seven in their allotted 20 overs.
Gongadi Trisha was the top scorer with a solid 52 runs off 47 balls. For
Bangladesh, Farjana Easmin shone with the ball, picking up four wickets.

The tournament, which began on 15th December, featured six of the best teams
from the continent vying for the title. India, led by Niki Prasad, remained
unbeaten throughout the competition.

279. How many employees and officers were conferred the 69th Ati Vishisht
Rail Seva Award 2024 by Ashwini Vaishnaw?

YTt Qw g A fran sl 3R siftrefeat ot e9ai sifa faflw Y& Ja1 TepR
2024 YT foam

(a) 100
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(b) 101

(c) 105

(d) 90

(e) 68

Ans. b

Sol. Ashwini Vaishnaw confers 69th Ati Vishisht Rail Seva Award 2024

Union Railway and Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
conferred the 69th Ati Vishisht Rail Seva Award 2024 to 101 employees and
officers for their exceptional contributions to the Indian Railways.

The 101 awardees have been selected across various categories, including
innovation leading to improvement in productivity, revenue generation, safety,
improvement in operation, security, project completion, and sports.

In addition to the individual awards, 22 Shields have been presented to the
best-performing Railway Zones in various categories, recognizing their
outstanding achievements and contributions to the overall performance of the
Indian Railways.

280. Who chaired the 72nd plenary session of the North Eastern Council (NEC)
in Agartala?

SR | YA Uikug (@53l & 724 ot Sifea= ot sreerar fora= oz

(a) Narendra Modi

(b) Amit Shah

(c) S Jaishankar

(d) Rajnath Singh

(e) Yogi Adityanath

Ans. b

Sol. HM Amit Shah chairs 72nd Plenary meeting of NEC at Agartala

The union Home minister and Minister of Cooperation, Amit Shah, chaired the
72nd plenary session of the North Eastern Council (NEC) at Agartala, Tripura.
The last plenary session of the North Eastern Council was hosted by Agartala in
2008.

Under the provision of the North Eastern Council Act 1971, as amended in 2002,
the Council meeting is held at least twice a year.

What is the North Eastern Council?

The North Eastern Council was set up under the North East Council Act 1971
provisions. It was inaugurated on 7th November 1972 by PM Indira Gandhi in
Shillong, Meghalaya.

Initially, it consisted of seven states of the North East- Assam, Meghalaya,
Tripura, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh.
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In 2002, the North East Council Act was amended, and Sikkim was made the
eighth member of the Council.

281. Who received the 'Sri Chandrasekarendra Saraswathi National Eminence
Award for Public Leadership'?
Arde® A & g f Tsires wvwad! I ufafd weer o ura
gol?
(a) Narendra Modi
(b) Amit Shah
(c) S Jaishankar
(d) Nirmala Sitharaman
(e) Piyush Goyal
Ans. c
Sol. Jaishankar receives 'Sri Chandrasekarendra Saraswathi' award for
leadership
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar was awarded the Sri Chandrasekarendra
Saraswathi National Eminence Award for Public Leadership by the South Indian
Education Society (SIES).
Recent Award
e Bhutan's royal honour - Renowned Indian educationist Arun Kapur
e Jamsetji Tata Award by Indian Society for Quality (1ISQ) - Kiran
Mazumdars
J C Daniel Award for 2023 - J C Daniel Award
Social Security Good Practices at Asia-Pacific forum in Saudi - EPFO
3rd PSU Transformation Award under the “Innovative Product
Development” category - Solar Energy Corporation of India (SECI)
Aster Guardians Global Nursing Award 2024 - Nurse Maria Victoria Juan
(from Philippines)

282. On which date is World Basketball Day celebrated?
fay sdeaia feaw 5w ariia <t 9= < 82

(a) December 20

(b) December 21

(c) December 22

(d) December 24

(e) December 26

Ans. b

Sol. 21 December - World Basketball Day
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World Basketball Day, celebrated on 21 December, honors one of the most
popular sports globally.

This date is significant as it marks the birth anniversary of Dr. James Naismith,
the inventor of basketball. Dr. Naismith first introduced basketball in December
1891 while teaching at the International YMCA Training School in Springfield,
Massachusetts

The global significance of basketball was officially acknowledged by the United
Nations General Assembly on August 25, 2023, through the adoption of
resolution A/RES/77/324. This resolution declared December 21 as World
Basketball Day, celebrating the sport’s ability to bring together people from all
walks of life.

283. What is the name of the scholarship program launched by Arvind Kejriwal
for Dalit students?
ﬁ%ﬂmwmw%mwmwwﬁa?mmww
(a) Dr Ambedkar Excellence Scholarship

(b) Dalit Higher Education Scholarship

(c) Dr Ambedkar Samman Scholarship

(d) Dalit International Scholarship

(e) Ambedkar Abroad Education Fund

Ans. c

Sol. Arvind Kejriwal launches Dr Ambedkar Samman Scholarship for Dalit students
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) chief Arvind Kejriwal has launched a new scholarship
programme aimed at Dalit students in Delhi.

The scheme, named the Dr Ambedkar Samman Scholarship, will cover all expenses
for Dalit students wishing to pursue higher education abroad.

The Delhi government would bear the entire cost of tuition, travel, and
accommodation for those Dalit students who are accepted into foreign universities.

284. How much capital has the government decided to infuse into IFCI to
improve its financial health?

;wﬁ IFCI 31 o=t fRufa GUrRA & fore s fhat gt sTem &1 Sraern foa
(a) Rs 400 crore
(b) Rs 450 crore
(c) Rs 550 crore
(d) Rs 500 crore
(e) Rs 650 crore
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Ans. c

Sol. Govt to infuse Rs 500 cr in IFCI to improve its financial health

The government has decided to infuse Rs 500 crore capital in state-owned IFCI to
improve its financial health ahead of the company's proposed restructuring and
consolidation into a group.

With the infusion, the government of India's holding in the company is expected to
further increase from existing 71.72 per cent as on September 2024.

The capital infusion plan for IFCI was approved through the passage of the first
Supplementary Demand for Grants for 2024-25 in Lok Sabha last week.

The Supplementary Demand for Grants for 2024-25 made an allocation for an
additional amount of Rs 499.99 crore for 'Subscription to the Share Capital of
Industrial Finance Corporation of India (IFCI).

The Industrial Finance Corporation of India was set up by the government on July 1,
1948 as the first Development Financial Institution in the country.

In the second quarter ended September 2024, IFCl had booked a loss of Rs 22 crore
and in the first half of FY24, a loss to the tune of Rs 170 crore.

285. In December 2024, which two organizations signed an agreement for
cooperation in astronaut training and related activities?

fa¥iaR 2024 7 fob=1 < |e A siafvar A ufkreror ok Afira wfafaferay &
AEURT & T T THEid IR gweR B

(a) ISRO and NASA

(b) ISRO and SpaceX

(c) ISRO and European Space Agency (ESA)

(d) ISRO and Roscosmos

(e) ISRO and CNES

Ans. c

Sol. ISRO-European Space Agency Sign Deal For Cooperation In Astronaut
Training

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has entered into an agreement with
European Space Agency (ESA) for cooperation on activities related to astronaut
training, mission implementation, and research experiments.

The agreement was signed by ISRO Chairman and Secretary, Department of
Space (DOS) Dr S Somanath and ESA Director General Dr Josef Aschbacher.

The agreement provides a framework for cooperative activities in human space
exploration and research, especially in areas such as astronaut training, support
for experiment development and integration, using ESA facilities on the
International Space Station (ISS), human and biomedical research experiment
implementation as well as joint education and outreach activities.
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For the upcoming Axiom-4 mission in which ISRO's Gaganyatri and ESA's
astronaut are crew members, both agencies are collaborating to implement
shortlisted experiments by Indian Principal Investigators on ISS.

286. In December 2024, South Korea successfully placed into orbit its third
homegrown spy satellite launched from a US space centre. Which rocket was
used to launch South Korea's third spy satellite?

fadiaR 2024 7, gfémor Hifvar = sAfReY siafver g A yafa sroa TRiw wexh
SR IUUE Y Ghadgde Hal AT B fear feror sifvar & TR srgh
ST Pl Yafud w31 & e fory Idbe &1 g% far man

(a) Ariane 5

(b) GSLV Mark lil

(c) Delta IV Heavy

(d) Atlas V

(e) SpaceX Falcon 9

Ans. c

Sol. South Korea successfully launches 3rd spy satellite into orbit

South Korea successfully placed into orbit its third homegrown spy satellite
launched from a US space centre.

SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket carrying the satellite normally lifted off from the
Vandenberg Space Force Base in California as planned.

It is the third military satellite launched under South Korea's plan to acquire
five spy satellites by 2025. South Korea has previously relied largely on satellite
imagery provided by the United States.

287. Rohan Mirchandani passed away recently at the.age of 41. What is the
name of the snack brand founded by Rohan Mirchandani?

AT Hiveigr Nt &1 g1a & A 41 adf &Y 3y & e 8 a1 Aga e gRt
RITUd A SIS BT 414 R 82

(a) Nestlé

(b) Amul

(c) Epigamia

(d) Britannia

(e) Parle

Ans. c

Sol. Snack Brand Epigamia Founder Rohan Mirchandani Dies

Snack foods firm Epigamia’s founder Rohan Mirchandani died at the age of 41.
Mirchandani, an alumnus of NYU Stern and The Wharton School, founded
Drums Food International in 2013.
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Under his leadership, Epigamia transitioned from a modest venture into a
household name in urban India, offering a diverse range of health-focused
products. The brand’s reach extended to over 20,000 retail points across 30
cities, with plans for expansion into the Middle East by 2025-26.

288. Tennis player Daniil Savelev has been suspended for 2 years for violating
anti-doping regulations. He is from which country?

< faeTst SfAae Aacta & SIfUT A el &1 Iwia F1 & SR 2 A1
¥ o Frafa sx Rar mar 31 ag fra A A &2

(a) France

(b) China

(c) South Korea

(d) USA

(e) Russia

Ans. e

Sol. Russian tennis player Daniil Savelev suspended for 2 years for doping
Russian tennis player Daniil Savelev has been handed a two-year suspension for
violating anti-doping regulations.

The International Tennis Integrity Agency (ITIA) announced that Savelev tested
positive for the prohibited substance meldonium during a test conducted in
July 2024.

Consequently, he has been provisionally suspended since August of the same
year, and his suspension will conclude in August 2026.

At the time of the violation, Savelev had achieved a career-high world doubles
ranking of 1,486 in August 2022.

289. Kisan Diwas, or National Farmer's Day, is observed annually on December
23 to honour the birth anniversary of Chaudhary Charan Singh, India’s fifth
Prime Minister and a dedicated advocate for farmers. What is the theme for
National Farmer's Day 2024?

fram feaw, a1 wfty frar fliaw, wRa & uied gyt ofR foraml & forg
FAfda gota et IRoT Rig Bt sridt & T | 23 e o) wiaad w=mar s
31 APt forar fgawT 2024 &1 fawa w32

(a) "Transforming Agriculture for Growth”

(b) "Sustainable Farming for Future Generations"

(c) "Empowering 'Annadatas’ for a Prosperous Nation”

(d) "Celebrating India's Agricultural Heroes"

(e) "Agriculture: Backbone of India”

Ans. c
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Sol. 23 December - National Farmer's Day

Kisan Diwas, or National Farmer's Day, is observed annually on December 23 to
honour the birth anniversary of Chaudhary Charan Singh, India’s fifth Prime
Minister and a dedicated advocate for farmers.

This day is celebrated to express gratitude to the farmers who form the
foundation of the country's economy.

Theme 2024 - Empowering 'Annadatas’ for a Prosperous Nation

Kisan Diwas, or National Farmer's Day, is observed annually on December 23 to
honour the birth anniversary of Chaudhary Charan Singh, India’s fifth Prime
Minister and a dedicated advocate for farmers.

In 2001, the Government of India designated December 23 as Kisan Diwas to
commemorate Chaudhary Charan Singh's contributions toward the upliftment
of farmers.

290. Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited (IREDA) has been
honoured with three awards at the 14th PSE Excellence Awards ceremony.
Which organization hosted the 14th PSE Excellence Awards?

YRAIT & Sl [apr Toidt fAaffids (IREDA) & 144 PSE Sl [REPR
TURIE § a9 RIBRI & GH1d fHar a1l 149 PSE SHPdl RIBR &I ATt
g drea A o1

(a) Ministry of Power

(b) Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency

(c) Indian Chamber of Commerce

(d) Economic Advisory Council

(e) Department of Public Enterprises

Ans. c

Sol. IREDA Bags Triple Honours at 14th PSE Excellence Awards

Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Limited (IREDA) has been
honoured with three awards at the 14th PSE Excellence Awards ceremony,
organized by the Indian Chamber of Commerce (ICC) in New Delhi.

The company won Gold Awards in the Mini Ratna category for “Corporate
Governance” and “Corporate Social Responsibility & Sustainability.”
Additionally, IREDA received the Silver Award for “Operational Performance
Excellence.”

The awards were presented by Dr. Bhaskar Chatterjee, Former Secretary,
Department of Public Enterprises, and Shri Apurv Kumar Mishra, Member,
Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister.

Recent Award
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Sri Chandrasekarendra Saraswathi' award for leadership - External Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar

Bhutan'’s royal honour - Renowned Indian educationist Arun Kapur

Jamsetji Tata Award by Indian Society for Quality (ISQ) - Kiran Mazumdars
J C Daniel Award for 2023 - J C Daniel Award

Social Security Good Practices at Asia-Pacific forum in Saudi - EPFO

291. The Department of Consumer Affairs will launch the ‘Jago Grahak Jago
App.’ and ‘Jagriti App,’ for public use on National Consumers Day 2024. What is
the purpose of the 'Jago Grahak Jago App'?

ST ATHe fAUTT I SuHiedr fdaw 2024 WX Ardwie SUART & forg <
YTeP SN VU 3R “SIR[Td CU Al BRI SN TTeH SN VU T I£ =T T 32
(a) To report faulty products on e-commerce platforms

(b) To provide essential e-commerce information and alert consumers about
unsafe URLs

(c) To offer discounts on e-commerce platforms

(d) To register complaints about product quality

(e) To track delivery of online orders

Ans. b

Sol. DoCA to launch apps to empower consumers to identify dark patterns on
website

The Department of Consumer Affairs will launch the ‘Jago Grahak Jago App,’
and ‘Jagriti App,’ for public use on National Consumers Day 2024.

These apps will empower consumers with tools to identify dark patterns on e-
commerce platforms.

Also, the Central Consumer Protection Authority is being strengthened with the
‘Jagriti Dashboard’ which is used to generate real-time reports on e-commerce
URLs for the presence of dark patterns, enhancing the capability to monitor and
regulate online consumer interactions effectively.

The ‘Jago Grahak Jago App,” provides essential e-commerce information about
all URLs during a consumer’s online activities, alerting them if any URL may be
unsafe and requires caution. Meanwhile, the ‘Jagriti App,” allows users to report
URLs where they suspect the presence of one or more dark patterns declared
illegal.

These reports are then registered as complaints to the Central Consumer
Protection Authority (CCPA) for possible redressal and subsequent action.
Through the above initiatives, the Department endeavours to create a
transparent and fair digital marketplace where consumers can make informed
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decisions without being tricked or coerced; educate consumers about their
rights and regulate e-commerce platforms to prevent practices such as
subscription traps, where consumers are unknowingly signed up for recurring
payments.

292. The Defence Ministry has set up a committee to address the capability
development of the Indian Air Force (IAF) amid critical shortage of fighter jets,
weapons, and equipment. Why was the committee formed to assess the IAF's
capability development?

&1 TATed A FsTE faurl, sRART ik Suswon & ik &t & &t yrdg
AT (IMSUTUW) B AT faPT &t Gaifta $31 & fore v afafa nfea &1 31
YRR argAAT 1 &HdT fABTH BT ha H+ & g afifa &1 71 Fai foar
™

(a) To review financial allocations for the IAF

(b) To establish new air bases across India

(c) To develop a new air combat strategy

(d) To evaluate training programs for pilots

(e) To address the critical shortage of fighter jets, weapons, and equipment
Ans. e

Sol. Govt forms committee to look into IAF's overall capability development
The Defence Ministry has set up a committee to address the capability
development of the Indian Air Force (IAF) amid critical shortage of fighter jets,
weapons, and equipment.

Chaired by the Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh, the committee includes
senior ministry officials, Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) chairman Dr Samir V Kamat, and IAF representatives.

After comprehensive IAF briefings, the panel was tasked with preparing
recommendations, which are expected to be submitted within two to three
months.

293. Consider the following statements regarding the Right to Education (RTE)
Amendments 2024:
fRrem & fY®R (RTE) A=Y 2024 & Hay # Frufafead sy w faar o3
1. Schools are now authorized to fail students in Classes 5 and 8 if their
academic performance does not meet the required standards.
. The amendments allow states to conduct regular exams for Classes 5 and
8 and hold students back if they fail.
. Under the new amendments, students who fail the exam will not have an
opportunity to retake it.
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Which of the above statements is/are CORRECT?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2, and 3

(e) all are incorrect

Ans. a

Sol. RTE Amendments 2024: Schools now allowed to fail class 5 and 8 students
In a major shift in school education policy, schools will now have the authority
to ‘fail’ students in classes 5 and 8 if their performance does not meet required
standards.

The central government announced this amendment in the Right of Children
and Free School Education Act 2010 (RTE Act 2010).

The new amendments allow states to hold regular exams for the students of
class 5 and 8 and hold them back if they fail. These amendments come five
years after the RTE Act was amended, in 2019. Under the new rules, states are
allowed to conduct ‘regular examinations for Classes 5 and 8 at the end of the
academic year’.

Students who ‘fail’ these exams will receive ‘additional instruction’ and have
the chance to retake the examination two months later. If they still fail to meet
the promotion criteria, they will be forced to repeat Class 5 or Class 8.

States like Gujarat, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karnataka, and Delhi
have already announced that children failing in classes 5 or 8 would be retained
there. However, Karnataka had announced regular exams — essentially, public
exams — for Classes 5, 8, 9, and 11. The effort was struck down by the
Karnataka High Court in March 2024. States like Kerala have been entirely
opposed to the idea of exams in Classes 5 and 8.

The original version of the Right to Education (RTE) Act included a ‘no-
detention policy’, which prohibited the practice of failing primary school
students in a lower grade. Under this policy, all students were promoted to
Class 8 automatically, regardless of their academic performance.

294. Malaysia has extended its visa exemption for Indian nationals until
December 31, 2026. What is the duration for which Indian nationals can stay in
Malaysia without a visa?

TR 7 RGN ARTR®| & T 3q+ 91 ge &1 31 fguaR, 2026 9 der fear
21 R AN foamm e & 7ol & feaa a9g d& 38 9&d 872

(a) 60 days

(b) 90 days
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(c) 45 days

(d) 30 days

(e) 120 days

Ans.d

Sol. Indians can travel to Malaysia without a visa for 30 days until Dec 2026
Malaysia has extended its visa exemption for Indian nationals until December
31, 2026, allowing them to visit the country without a visa for up to 30 days.
This announcement was made by Datuk Awang Alik Jeman, the Secretary-
General of the Home Ministry, who emphasized that the extension aligns with
Malaysia's 2025 ASEAN chairmanship and, the preparations for Visit Malaysia
Year 2026.

The visa liberalization plan, initially introduced in 2023, aims to enhance
tourism and stimulate economic growth. A similar exemption also been granted
to Chinese nationals, signaling Malaysia's commitment to attracting more
visitors from key markets.

Currently, two airlines operate flights between Kolkata and Kuala Lumpur.

wo years.

295. Poonawalla Fincorp has embarked on a groundbreaking initiative by
integrating Artificial Intelligence (Al) across its Human Resources (HR) Strategic
Business Unit (SBU). By what percentage has Al reduced the time taken to
finalize job offers at Poonawalla Fincorp?

YATaTeT flheId A MU+ HIFG ST (HR) I0THId® aadTd 3618 (SBU) A
MTEfhRT eI (Al) Ft THIPd H¥d TP AYAYd Ugd I AT B 31 Al
= gATaTeT B | bl & URardi ®f SifdH T 9 a1 § @ ardd 99g o o
wier=Ta a9 &4 fbar 82

(a) 50%

(b) 75%

(c) 90%

(d) 60%

(e) 80%

Ans. c

Sol. Poonawalla Fincorp Introduces Al in its HR Processes

Poonawalla Fincorp has embarked on a groundbreaking initiative by integrating
Artificial Intelligence (Al) across its Human Resources (HR) Strategic Business
Unit (SBU).

This industry-first move, is set to transform operational standards and ignite
innovation within the financial services sector.
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Poonawalla Fincorp's Al integration has revolutionized HR processes by
drastically reducing the time to finalize job offers from traditionally around ten
days to just under onea 90% decrease.

This accelerated process is made possible by advanced Al tools that efficiently
handle document verification and candidate screening. The use of Al has not
only sped up the recruitment cycle but also achieved significant reduction in
operational costs, significantly enhancing both efficiency and cost
management.

296. National Consumer Rights Day is observed on December 24 every year in
India to raise awareness about consumer rights and advocate for consumer
protection. Which law is commemorated on National Consumer Rights Day?

YRd # & 919 24 fGHaR F) SuHiad AfUPRI & IR § SREadT 91 3R
SUHIEIT HEUT B JPhTad B & 1Y IPI IuHIFT SR fdaw g=rar Siran
3| TP UM RS R f3aw W 5y S &1 wRvr far s 32

(a) Consumer Protection Act, 1991

(b) Consumer Protection Act, 1986

(c) Fair Trade Practices Act, 1980

(d) Right to Information Act, 2005

(e) Consumer Rights Act, 2000

Ans. b

Sol. 24 December - National Consumer Rights Day

National Consumer Rights Day is observed on December 24 every year in India
to raise awareness about consumer rights and advocate for consumer
protection.

The day commemorates the enactment of the Consumer Protection Act, 1986,
which provides a framework for protecting consumers from unfair trade
practices.

It aims to educate consumers about their rights, including the right to safety,
information, choice, and redress in cases of grievance.

297. Which of the following is the theme for the tableaux to be showcased at
the Republic Day Parade 2025?

T fgad WS 2025 # weRia $t & arel! giet &1 fawa Fafafea d a4
|13

(a) Bharat Ki Virasat aur Vikas

(b) Swarnim Bharat: Virasat aur Vikas

(c) Ek Bharat, Shreshth Bharat

(d) Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
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(e) Rashtriya Ekta aur Vikas

Ans. b

Sol. Republic Day Parade 2025: Tableaux theme is 'Swarnim Bharat: Virasat aur
Vikas'

The theme for showcasing tableaux at the upcoming Republic Day Parade is
‘Swarnim Bharat: Virasat aur Vikas', and 15 states and UTs have been selected
for presenting them on the Kartavya Path on January 26.

These states and UTs are -- Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Chandigarh, Dadar Nagar
Haveli & Daman and Diu, Goa, Gujarat, Haryana, Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Punjab, Tripura, Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal.
In addition, 11 ministries and department of the Union government have also
been selected for the 2025 Republic Day celebrations.

298. Who has been appointed as the Chairperson of the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) in December 2024?

feweav 2024 ¥ AP ARG 3TN (NHRC) & S1e0& & =0 | fobd forge
far mar 82

(a) Priyank Kanoongo

(b) Mallikarjun Kharge

(c) Justice V. Ramasubramanian

(d) Justice Bidyut Ranjan Sarangi

(e) Justice Ranjan Gogoi

Ans. c

Sol. Former SC Judge V. Ramasubramanian appointed NHRC chairman
President of India has appointed retired Supreme Court Justice V.
Ramasubramanian as the Chairperson of National Human Rights Commission.
The post of NHRC chief was lying vacant since June this year.

President also appointed Priyank Kanoongo and retired Justice Bidyut Ranjan
Sarangi as the Members of the NHRC-India.

A high-power committee led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi met on
December 18 to select the next chairperson of NHRC. Both Leaders of the
Opposition (LoPs), Mallikarjun Kharge in the Rajya Sabha and Rahul Gandhi in
the Lok Sabha also attended the meeting.

A well-known scholar in Tamil and a master of the art of writing judgments,
Justice Ramasubramanian was born on June 30, 1958, and obtained his
bachelor’s degree in science from Vivekananda College in Chennai before
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graduating in law from the Madras Law College and enrolling as a member of
the Bar on February 16, 1983.
Recent Appointment
e Country Manager and Vice President for Google India - Preeti Lobana
(replace Sanjay Gupta)
Fielding coach of Mumbai Indians - Carl Hopkinson (replace James Pamment)
Speaker of 6th Jharkhand Legislative Assembly - Rabindra Mahto
Speaker of 15th Maharashtra Legislative Assembly - Rahul Narwekar of BJP
Acting Secreatry of BCCI - Devajit Saikia (replace Jay Shah)

299. Who has been named as Senior White House Policy Advisor on Artificial
Intelligence by US President-elect Donald Trump?

3R APuf-gaTa SIS Tr gRT SféfthiRraa §efrei w oy ®ge sev
Hifd waeeR & wu A A i far man @

(a) Sundar Pichai

(b) David O. Sacks

(c) Sriram Krishnan

(d) Elon Musk

(e) Shantanu Narayen

Ans. c

Sol. Trump appoints Indian American Krishnan as senior policy advisor on Al

US President-elect Donald Trump named Indian American entrepreneur, venture
capitalist and author Sriram Krishnan as Senior White House Policy Advisor on
Artificial Intelligence.

Krishnan, who has previously led product teams at Microsoft, Twitter, Yahoo!,
Facebook and Snap, will work along with David O. Sacks who will be the White House
Al & Crypto Czar.

Working closely with David Sacks, Sriram will focus on ensuring continued American
leadership in Al and help shape and coordinate Al policy across government,
including working with the President's Council of Advisors on Science and
Technology. Sriram started his career at Microsoft as a founding member of Windows
Azure.

300. Terminal Investment Ltd Sarl (TIL) has signed an MoU with the Jawaharlal
Nehru Port Authority (JNPA), proposing to invest Rs 20,000 crore for
constructing the Vadhvan Port Project. Where is Terminal Investment Ltd Sarl
(TIL) headquartered?
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fifae savedce fefirs WRa (@lensud) A SaEvdd A8 §e30g UIfH o
(SITTTY) & WIY b FAFiT J1o- TR 1R f6Q €, R qera sewme
ufvaterr & fmfor & g 20,000 FRI$ U a3 B &1 ywara g1 <fifqa
gawehe fafiids wWRa (dendua) &1 genay gl 87

(a) London

(b) Geneva

(c) New York

(d) Dubai

(e) Singapore

Ans. b

Sol. TIL to invest ¥20,000 crore to develop Vadhvan Port

Terminal Investment Ltd Sarl (TIL) has signed an MoU with the Jawaharlal
Nehru Port Authority (JNPA), proposing to invest Rs 20,000 crore for
constructing the Vadhvan Port Project.

TIL, headquartered in Geneva, invests in, develops, and manages container
terminals across the globe.

It is active in 31 countries across five continents. Put together, 70 container
terminals, in which the company owns a stake, handled about 65 million
twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs) in 2023.

TIL's majority owner and the main customer is the Mediterranean Shipping
Company (MSC), the world's largest shipping line.

301. The Public Relations Society of India (PRSI) has conferred eight national
awards on the Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL). Which category was NOT
mentioned as one in which SAIL received an award?

YR TS Fmadt (femugans) A wia srdifdt e gfear faftes @)
B 313 P RBR WM 5T ¥ 1 v Joft o1 Ieia 39 Joft & w0 & 7 fma
a1 forH SAIL ® RER fiar

(a) E-Newsletter

(b) Corporate Film

(c) Best Communication Campaigns

(d) Best Employee Recognition Programme

(e) Best Use of Social Media

Ans. d

Sol. SAIL wins 8 national awards for communication excellence

The Public Relations Society of India (PRSI) has conferred eight national awards
on Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL).

These PRSI National Awards 2024 were given away at the 46th All India Public
Relations Conference held at Raipur.
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SAIL has been recognised in various categories viz. E-Newsletter for SAIL Track,
Corporate Film (English), Best Communication Campaigns (Internal Publics) for
SAIL Gaurav Diwas celebration, House Journal (English) for SAIL News, Best PR
Programme for Promoting Science & Technology for steel plant technologies,
Best Use of Social Media in a Corporate Campaign for promoting green steel,
corporate website.

This recognition is a testimony to SAIL's dedication to excellence in
communication. All employees of SAIL have appreciated this achievement.
Chairman of SAIL- Amarendu Prakash

302. The Government of India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) signed a
$500 million loan to support green and sustainable infrastructure projects
aligned with the country’s climate commitments. Which organization will
receive the ADB loan with a sovereign guarantee?

YR PR 3R TR AP §F (ADB) A 3 P Seary Ulaagarsil & =y
gid 3R fewrrss gfvand) e ufvatsrnai &1 wwds $31 & fore 500 frfe=
STeR & BV IR gEa1eR fru | f5y e o) \iav TRE & A1y TSid! BT yred
UIF

(a) Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

(b) State Bank of India (SBI)

(c) India Infrastructure Finance Company Limited (IIFCL)

(d) National Bank for Agriculture and Rural Development (NABARD)

(e) Housing Development Finance Corporation (HDFC)

Ans. c

Sol. Government of India and Asian Development Bank sign $500 million loan
to support sustainable infrastructure projects

The Government of India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) signed a $500
million loan to support green and sustainable infrastructure projects aligned
with the country’s climate commitments.

The ADB loan, with a sovereign guarantee, will be extended to the India
Infrastructure Finance Company Limited (IIFCL).

The project will build the institutional capacity of IIFCL to integrate green and
best practices into the infrastructure projects.

A sustainability unit and an environmental sustainability framework and
scoring method to assess the sustainability rating of the projects will also be
established.

Recent Loan approved by ADB
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India signs $350 million loan agreement with ADB to expand manufacturing
sector

India and ADB sign $42 million loan to help fortify Maharashtra’s coastline
ADB approved a $500 million loan to support India’s economic growth by
promoting environmentally sustainable infrastructure.

ADB and India sign USD 788.8 million (over Rs 6,600 crore) for the
development of Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh as a green and smart capital city
India and ADB sign $50 million loan for climate-resilient water security in
Meghalaya

India and ADB sign $98 million loan agreement to boost horticulture
productivity

303. Adani Group will acquire aviation maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO)
services firm Air Works for an enterprise value of Rs 400 crore. Which Adani
Group subsidiary is responsible for acquiring the stake in Air Works?

ST THE 400 RIS TUY & ITH e W fAHHH TERE, TRE 3R Hiavgra
(TH3MRSH) TaT BH TR g BT SAFUIIFUT M| TR g H feagRY g1ive e
¥ T ereil IE &1 19 it Here Hul SR 82

(a) Adani Aviation Services Ltd

(b) Adani Defence Systems & Technologies Ltd

(c) Adani Infrastructure Development Ltd

(d) Adani Aerospace & Aviation Ltd

(e) Adani Strategic Ventures Ltd

Ans. b

Sol. Adani to acquire 85.8% stake in Air Works for Rs 400 cr enterprise value
Adani Group will acquire aviation maintenance, repair, and overhaul (MRO)
services firm Air Works for an enterprise value of Rs 400 crore.

Adani Defence Systems & Technologies Ltd (ADSTL) has signed a share
purchase agreement to acquire 85.8 percent shareholding in Air Works, India’s
largest private sector MRO company with the largest pan-India footprint.

With operations spanning 35 cities and a workforce of over 1,300 personnel, Air
Works brings extensive expertise in servicing both fixed-wing and rotary-wing
aircraft.

304. Which company is the first financial services provider to integrate lending,
insurance, and investments on ONDC?

P At HU-T ONDC TR BT, 11T 3R A= B Tahlpd w1 arei ugen fa<iy Jar
UGTdT 82
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(a) HDFC Bank

(b) ICICI Prudential

(c) Aditya Birla Capital

(d) SBI Life Insurance

(e) Bajaj Finance

Ans. c

Sol. Aditya Birla Capital Becomes First to Integrate Financial Services on ONDC
Aditya Birla Capital is the first financial services company to integrate lending,
insurance, and investments on the Open Network for Digital Commerce
(ONDC).

ONDC is a government initiative to create an open and interoperable e-
commerce network. It allows buyers and sellers to transact across platforms,
supporting inclusivity and competition in digital commerce.

By offering all three services, Aditya Birla Capital provides easier access to
financial products. As a Wave-1 participant, the company has contributed to
building the financial services ecosystem on ONDC. Wave-1 participants are
early adopters who help develop the infrastructure for others to join.

Aditya Birla Capital’s personal loans, health insurance, and mutual fund services
are available on the ONDC platform through multiple buyer apps, enabling
users to access these financial products without downloading extra
applications.

CEO of Aditya Birla Capital - Vishakha Mulye

CEO of ONDC - T. Koshy

305. According to a report, by what percentage have UPI transactions at retail
stores increased in semi-urban and rural areas this year?

T NUE & IR, 39 a9 oref-2ret ok umfior &= # Wert Wi W gulang
A1¢ # foram ufoma @1 38 g5 &2

(a) 25%

(b) 30%

(c) 33%

(d) 40%

(e) 45%

Ans. c

Sol. UPI QR transactions jump 33% at retail stores in Bharat this year: Report
UPI transactions at retail stores have increased by 33 percent in semi-urban and
rural areas this year, reflecting the growing adoption of digital payments,
according to a report.
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Moreover, insurance policy purchases and premium collections saw a 127
percent increase in transaction volume and, a 96 per cent growth in new
customer adoption during the year, the report by branchless banking and
digital network PayNearby.

The report is based on an analysis of real transaction data derived from over
10,00,000 small retailers (kirana stores, mobile recharge stores etc) offering
financial and digital services spread across India in rural and semi-urban
regions.

The findings compare business data from January to November 2024 with the
same period in 2023.

The report, Retail-O-Nomics, stated that there has been an impressive 297 per
cent volume rise across credit products, including business loans, gold loans,
personal loans, and revolving credit in rural and semi-urban areas.

306. What was the claims ratio of the non-life insurance industry in FY24
according to IRDAI?

IRDAI & IR fas af 24 & AR-Sia=T 1471 ST &1 ST ST T UT?

(a) 82.00%

(b) 82.52%

(c) 82.95%

(d) 83.50%

(e) 84.00%

Ans. b

Sol. Claims ratio of non-life insurers dips to 82.52% in FY24: IRDAI report

Net incurred claims to net earned premium (claims ratio) of non-life insurance
industry stood at 82.52 percent during 2023-24 as against 82.95 percent in the
preceding fiscal year, as per the IRDAI's annual report.

According to the Annual Report 2023-24 of the Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of India (Irdai), during 2023-24, the non-life insurance
industry underwrote a total direct premium of Rs 2.90 lakh crore in India
registering a growth of 12.76 per cent from previous year.

The contribution of public sector general insurers increased 8.88 per cent from
Rs 82,891 crore in 2022-23 to Rs 90,252 crore in 2023-24.

Private sector insurers, including standalone health insurers, have underwritten
Rs 1.88 lakh crore as against Rs 1.58 lakh crore in 2022-23.

The aggregate profit of the non-life insurance sector was Rs 10,119 crore as
against a net loss of Rs 2,566 crore in 2022-23.

During 2023-24, the aggregate net incurred claims saw a 15.39 per cent
increase to Rs 1.72 lakh crore from Rs 1.49 lakh crore. The incurred claims ratio
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for public sector insurers was 97.23 per cent for 2023-24 as against the previous
year's incurred claims ratio of 99.02 per cent.

The incurred claims ratio for private sector general insurers, standalone health
insurers and specialised insurers were at 76.49 per cent, 63.63 per cent, and
66.58 per cent, respectively, for 2023-24 as compared to the previous year's
ratio of 75.13 per cent, 61.44 per cent and 73.71 per cent, respectively.

The report also said that the life insurance industry paid total benefits of Rs
5.77 lakh crore in 2023-24, constituting 70.22 per cent of the net premium.
During 2023-24, a total of 18 life insurance companies reported profits. Profits
of the life insurance industry grew 10.79 per cent in 2023-24 with profit after
tax (PAT) of Rs 47,407 crore as against Rs 42,788 crore in 2022-23.

307. Aisake Valu Eke has been elected as the Prime Minister of which country?
TSP A TP DI fbd =1 BT UTTHA A7 7471 82
(a) Vanuatu
(b) Tonga
(c) Kiribat
(d) Samoa
(e) Fiji
Ans. b
Sol. Tonga elects ‘Aisake Valu Eke’ as new Prime Minister
The Pacific island nation of Tonga has elected veteran politician Aisake Valu Eke
as its new Prime Minister.
Aisake Valu Eke will succeed the former Prime Minister Siaosi Sovaleni who
resigned two weeks ago after a no-confidence motion was moved against him
in the Parliament.
Aisake Valu Eke will be formally sworn in as the new Prime Minister of the
country in February 2025 and is expected to lead the country into the next
general elections scheduled for November 2025.
Newly Appointed Prime Minister & President

e PM of France - Francois Bayrou

e President of Georgia - Mikheil Kavelashvili

e Interim Prime Minister of Syria - Mohammad al-Bashir

e President of Ghana- John Dramani Mahama

e PM of Burkina Faso - Rimtalba Jean Emmanuel Ouedraogo

308. What rank did India achieve in the 2024 Network Readiness Index (NRI)?

2024 Acad IS FY SR (TAIMRSMS) A YR A I W ¥ g1iia o2
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(a) 45th

(b) 47th

(c) 49th

(d) 51st

(e) 53rd

Ans. c

Sol. India Ranks 49th in Network Readiness Index (NRI) 2024

India has risen to 49th place in the 2024 Network Readiness Index (NRI),
climbing 11 positions from the previous year.

This ranking is published by the Portulans Institute in Washington DC and
evaluates how effectively countries utilize technology for governance and
citizen engagement.

India’s score improved from 49.93 in 2023 to 53.63 in 2024, reflecting the
nation’s commitment to enhancing its digital landscape. The increase in rank
from 60th to 49th demonstrates substantial progress in technology adoption.

309. Good Governance Day is observed on 25th December each year in India to
honor the birth anniversary of Atal Bihari Vajpayee, former Prime Minister of
India. In which year was Atal Bihari Vajpayee awarded the Bharat Ratna, India’s
highest civilian honor?

YR & Jd T 3fed AR arerudl @t sridt & Suaed ¥ HRd | 8% 91d 25
foieR ! YR feaw v Sirar 81 sred fAgrt aeidt «) f5g af yra &
Hale ARTRS W HRd Id & G- fHar war or

(a) 2005

(b) 2010

(c) 2015

(d) 2017

(e) 2020

Ans. c

Sol. 25 December - Good Governance Day

Good Governance Day is observed on 25th December each year in India to
honor the birth anniversary of Atal Bihari Vajpayee, former Prime Minister of
India. This year marks Vajpayee’s 100th birth anniversary.

The day aims to promote transparency, accountability, and effective
governance at all levels of government, emphasizing the importance of public
service and citizen welfare. It focuses on improving government processes and
encouraging digital governance to enhance the delivery of services to citizens.
Atal Bihari Vajpayee was born on December 25, 1924, in Gwalior, Madhya
Pradesh. He served as India’s Prime Minister on three occasions: first in 1996
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for 13 days, then from 1998 to 1999 for 13 months, and finally from 1999 to
2004 for a full term. Vajpayee, a celebrated poet and writer, was the first leader
from the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to become Prime Minister.

In 2014, the government led by PM Narendra Modi declared Vajpayee’s
birthday as Good Governance Day. Vajpayee’s tenure saw several initiatives
aimed at fostering good governance, including the Kisan Credit Card, Pradhan
Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan, and the National Rural
Health Programme. In 2015, he was awarded the Bharat Ratna, India’s highest
civilian honor.

310. Doyen of Indian Parallel Cinema, Shyam Benegal passed away at the age of
90 years. Shyam Benegal was awarded the Padma Bhushan, India’s third-highest
civilian honor, in which year?

YR FUIaR R & fwrer zama a=w1e &1 90 99 &1 3y ¥ e gt i
T S H1 YR & G198 I T8 AFIRS I8 U1 Yuor A fag af gwnfaa
fobar mar ur?

(a) 1975

(b) 1976

(c) 1991

(d) 2009

(e) 2015

Ans. c

Sol. Doyen of Parallel Cinema filmmaker Shyam Benegal passes away

Doyen of Indian Parallel Cinema, Shyam Benegal passed away at the age of 90
years.

Shyam Bengal is considered one of the leading lights of the parallel cinema
movement in India along with Satyajit Ray, Rtiwik Ghatak, and Govind Nihalini
with films like ‘Ankur’, and ‘Manthan’.

He was honoured with India’s highest film award DadaSaheb Phalke Award in
2005. He also received 18 National Film Awards

He was honoured with India’s third-highest civilian award Padma Bhushan in
1991

He was honoured with India’s fourth highest civilian award Padma Shri in 1976.
He was also a member of the jury at the 31st Moscow International Film
Festival in 2009

311. Who launched the Rashtraparv Website and Mobile App on Good
Governance Day?
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G fgas W yud deege ok diargd tu fem @t faan

(a) Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

(b) Prime Minister Narendra Modi

(c) Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh

(d) Home Minister Amit Shah

(e) President Droupadi Murmu

Ans. c

Sol. Defence Secretary launched Rashtraparv Website & Mobile App on Good
Governance Day

Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh has launched the Rashtraparv Website along
with its Mobile App on Dec 25, 2024 on the occasion of ‘Good Governance Day’
commemorating the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee.

The website will facilitate access to information related to organization of national
events such as Republic Day, Beating Retreat Ceremony, Independence Day etc., live
streaming, purchase of tickets, provide information related to seating arrangements
& route-maps of events etc.

The website and mobile application have been a result of consultative process
adopted by Ministry of Defence.

The states had suggested for a portal for management of tableaux designs data.
Similarly, viewers of Republic Day event in the feedback had suggested to have
information regarding events, parade, tableaux with them.

312. Which of the following statements'is. FALSE according to the Pantomath
Group’s report?
ey Ju ot Ruid & orquR Faferfaa & ¥ <19 I 3 Ted 82

(a) India hosted nearly double the number of IPOs as the US and 2.5 times more
than Europe.

(b) India is expected to raise Rs 2 trillion or more through IPOs in 2025.

(c) India led the global IPO market with 332 IPOs in 2024.

(d) Despite having fewer IPOs than India, the US led in total IPO value in 2024.
(e) The Technology, Media, and Telecommunications sector accounted for only
10% of global IPO activity.

Ans. e

Sol. Equity raised through IPOs will cross Rs 2 trillion in 2025: Report

India has emerged as the global leader in Initial Public Offerings (IPOs), hosting twice
as many IPOs as the United States and 2.5 times more than Europe, shows data
analysed by Pantomath Group.
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In the first 11 months of 2024 alone, 76 companies raised Rs 1.3 trillion. Pantomath
Group's report now predicts Rs 2 trillion+ record-breaking IPO fundraising in 2025.
India achieved a historic milestone by securing the top position globally in terms of
IPO volume for the first time, surpassing both the US and Europe, with nearly double
the number of IPOs listed compared to the US and two-and-a-half times more than
Europe.

In contrast, the US reclaimed the lead in IPO proceeds for the first time since the
peak in 2021, reinforcing its status as the most vibrant and appealing market for
global investors," noted the report.

Meanwhile, tighter regulations in mainland China resulted in the weakest IPO
performance in a decade in that region. The Technology, Media and
Telecommunications (TMT), industrials, and consumer sectors were the leading
drivers of global IPO activity, collectively representing about 60% of the total IPOs by
both number and proceeds.

The table above shows that India leads globally in IPO activity, with 332 IPOs,
significantly outpacing the US at 205 and China at 130. Western Europe and Japan
trail far behind with 64 and 80 IPOs, respectively.

However, despite having fewer IPOs, the US dominates in total IPO value at $35.6
billion, indicating larger IPO sizes on average. India follows at $22.7 billion, reflecting
a vibrant but smaller-scale IPO market. Western Europe and China have comparable
IPO values at $17.7 billion and $17.0 billion, while Japan lags significantly at just $2.3
billion.

313. Which of the following options is INCORRECT regarding the recent
reshuffle of governors of five states by President Draupadi Murmu?

Tyufa udt g gRT gre 8 & Ui el & IeTuTdl & BRaed b HaYy d
fFrafefad & @ o9 a1 faed Tad &

(a) Arif Mohammed Khan has been shifted from Kerala to Bihar as Governor.
(b) President Droupadi Murmu accepted the resignation of Odisha Governor
Raghubar Das.

(c) Ajay Bhalla has been appointed as the Governor of Manipur.

(d) General V. K. Singh (Retd.) has been appointed as the Governor of Mizoram.
(e) The Governor of Bihar, Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar, has been named the
new Governor of Punjab

Ans. e

Sol. Ajay Bhalla named new Manipur Governor; Arif Mohammed Khan shifted
to Bihar
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Former Union Home Secretary Ajay Bhalla has been appointed the new
Governor of Manipur in the latest gubernatorial appointments and reshuffle by
President Droupadi Murmu.

The other key appointment is that of former Union Minister General V. K. Singh
(Retd.) being made the new Governor of Mizoram, while Kerala Governor Arif
Mohammed Khan has been moved to Bihar.

The President has also accepted the resignation of Odisha Governor Raghubar
Das. The incumbent Governor of Mizoram, Dr. Hari Babu Kambhampati,
replaces Mr. Das.

The incumbent Bihar Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar has been named
the new Governor of Kerala.

314. Who has been appointed as the new MD & CEO of J&K Bank?
Sits® 9% & T THS! ok Wsen & wu A fra fAgea forar man 82
(a) Baldev Prakash
(b) Amitava Chatterjee
(c) Rajnish Kumar
(d) Arundhati Bhattacharya
(e) Dinesh Kumar Khara
Ans. b
Sol. Amitava Chatterjee appointed new MD & CEO of J&K Bank
J&K Bank has appointed Amitava Chatterjee, currently Deputy Managing
Director of State Bank of India (SBI), as its new managing director (MD) and
CEO.
Chatterjee will replace Baldev Prakash, whose term comes to an end on
December 29.
Chatterjee, in his banking career spanning over more than three decades in
diverse geographical locations and strategic positions, also served as MD and
CEO of SBI CAPS.
His diverse experience includes heading the SBI's operation as CGM New Delhi,
circle and Jaipur Circle with high-end clientele like PSUs, NBFCs, and DISCOMs.
Recent Appointment in Banking & Insurance Sector

e MD of State Bank of India (SBI) - Ram Mohan Rao Amaras

e Chairman of Indian REITs Association - Alok Aggarwal

e MD & CEO of RBL Bank - R Subramaniakumar

Executive Director of YES Bank - Manish Jain
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315. Who has been appointed as the new Revenue Secretary in the Finance
Ministry?

o vaTera W A€ IoRa 9fua & w0 H 59 g fear mn g2

(a) Ajay Seth

(b) Amit Agrawal

(c) Neelam Shami Rao

(d) Sanjay Malhotra

(e) Arunish Chawla

Ans. e

Sol. Centre appoints Arunish Chawla as new Revenue Secretary in Finance
Minsitry

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has appointed secretary in the
Department of Pharmaceuticals Arunish Chawla as the next revenue secretary.
A 1992-batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer from the Bihar cadre,
Chawla will take over from economic affairs secretary Ajay Seth.

Seth is holding additional charge of revenue secretary following Sanjay
Malhotra’s appointment as Reserve Bank of India (RBI) governor.

Chawla has been serving as secretary in the Department of Pharmaceuticals
within the Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilisers since November 1, 2023.
Chawla has more than three years in service left with his tenure scheduled to
end in July 2028.

Neelam Shami Rao, currently secretary in the National Commission of
Minorities, is the new textiles secretary.

Amit Agrawal, chief executive officer (CEOQ) at the Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI), will become secretary in the Department of
Pharmaceuticals.

Vineet Joshi has been appointed secretary in the Department of Higher
Education.

316. What is the name of the first-ever LNG-powered vessel to dock at Adani's
Mundra port?

ST & HaT §EIE W 3MMA aTel Ugdt TAUil-HaTfered STgTel T ATH T 82

(a) CMA CGM Fort Dimanche

(b) CMA CGM Fort Diamant

(c) CMA CGM Fort Royale

(d) CMA CGM Fort Glory

(e) CMA CGM Fort Atlantis

Ans. b

Sol. Adani's Mundra port welcomes its first-ever LNG-Powered Vessel
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Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone (APSEZ) Mundra welcomed CMA CGM
Fort Diamant, the first-ever Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) powered container
vessel to dock at the port's Container Terminal-CT4.

This vessel, measuring 268 meters in length and 43 meters in beam, is the third
in a series of LNG-powered ships with a capacity of 7,000 containers.
Operating on the CIMEX2K/AS-1 service connects the Indian subcontinent with
China, further enhancing global trade routes.

Adani's, Mundra port is India's largest port and flagship of APSEZ, and is
equipped with state-of-the-art infrastructure to handle vessels of up to 21
meters in depth, supported by robust connectivity through highways, rail
corridors, and, the Dedicated Freight Corridor (DFC).

Adani Ports and Special Economic Zone Limited (APSEZ) is the largest
commercial port operator in India accounting for nearly one-fourth of the
cargo movement in the country. It has presence across 13 domestic ports in
seven maritime states of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and Odisha.

317. In December 2024, Contract development.and manufacturing
organisation, Akums Group entered into a strategic long-term agreement at an
estimated value of 200 million euros (Rs 1,760 crore) with an undisclosed global
pharma firm for manufacturing and supply of formulations in the European
market. What type of formulations will Akums Group produce and supply under
this agreement?

faiaR 2024 ¥, gy fawma i fafwior e, S qu 3 R IoR o
BrHaE & i 3R smyfe & forg ve srmra Afye ®mf e & |1y 200
faferas g (1,760 FAs FUR) & SFHIAG o WR TS A Srefaprieres
Tugial far 39 JUEia & ded PR YU f$ UPR & BIHARM &1 SATeH
3R 3myfef H¥m?

(a) Oral liquid formulations

(b) Injectable formulations

(c) Topical formulations

(d) Solid dosage formulations

(e) Inhalation formulations

Ans. a

Sol. Akums Group inks pact worth 200 million euros for European market
Contract development and manufacturing organisation, Akums Group has
entered into a strategic long-term agreement at an estimated value of 200
million euros (Rs 1,760 crore) with an undisclosed global pharma firm for
manufacturing and supply of formulations in the European market.
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Under this collaboration, Akums Group will produce and supply multiple Stock-
keeping units of oral liquid formulations, which the partner company will
market across various European countries.

As part of the agreement, Akums Group will receive an upfront payment of 100
million euros (Rs 880 crore) for product development and site approval from
European authorities.

The commercial supply of these products is expected to begin in 2027 and will
continue to be supplied till 2032.

318. Indian lifter Martina Devi clinched a silver medal in the women's junior
+87kg category at the Asian Junior Weightlifting Championships. What was
Martina Devi's total lift in the competition?

YR YR A1féqr ¢dt A TR sfamR yRied IgafRm & afgarsi
@t R +87 T 9vft & I5a uew Sitar| wfaaifrar o mifdsn &t = oo fpamn
HR 3STT?

(a) 220kg

(b) 245kg

(c) 230kg

(d) 235kg

(e) 225kg

Ans. e

Sol. Martina Devi wins silver in women'’s junior +87kg at Asian Junior
Weightlifting Championships

Indian lifter Martina Devi clinched a silver medal in the women's junior +87kg
category at the Asian Junior Weightlifting Championships.

The 18-year-old from Manipur lifted a total of 225kg (96kg+129kg) to finish
second in the three-lifter field. She also won a silver medal for her clean and
jerk effort and a bronze for her snatch.

319. Four years after the Union government launched the Svamitva scheme to
digitise property records in rural areas, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
distributed 58 lakh property cards providing ‘Record of Rights’ to owners in
over 50,000 villages across 12 States at a virtual event. Which technology is
used under the SVAMITVA scheme to survey properties in rural areas?

% WHR gRT IRAvr gt & Hufw Repls o f$forea a9 & fog wrfie gien
IE B & IR A1 916, YU TR Tt 3 TP a3 SRIH A 12 I &
50,000 & 3if¥e gl # Aifere! BI - SARPRT &1 RPIS Y™ F3A 1dl 58 TG
wuftr w1s faafva foew | Tofira e & qga aritor &= | Sufral o1 wdaror
e F e for aa-ie &1 IuaT fosa wrar 82
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(a) Satellite technology

(b) Drone technology

(c) GPS mapping

(d) Aerial photography

(e) Ground-penetrating radar

Ans. b

Sol. PM to distribute over 50 lakh property cards to property owners under
SVAMITVA Scheme

Four years after the Union government launched the Svamitva scheme to
digitise property records in rural areas, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
distributed 58 lakh property cards providing ‘Record of Rights’ to owners in
over 50,000 villages across 12 States at a virtual event.

Prime Minister was launched the SVAMITVA scheme with a vision to enhance
the economic progress of rural India by providing a ‘Record of Rights’, to
households possessing houses in inhabited areas in villages through the latest
surveying drone technology.

The scheme also helps facilitate monetization of properties and enables
institutional credit through bank loans; reducing property-related disputes;
facilitating better assessment of properties and property tax in rural areas and,
enabling comprehensive village-level planning.

Drone survey has been completed in over 3.1 lakh villages, which covers 92% of
the targeted villages. So far, around 2.2 crore property cards have been
prepared for nearly 1.5 lakh villages.

The scheme has reached full saturation in Tripura, Goa, Uttarakhand and
Haryana.

Drone surveys has been completed in the states of Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh and also in several Union Territories.

320. RINL, the corporate entity of Visakhapatnam Steel Plant, has won the
prestigious “Gold Award” in the State Energy Conservation Awards 2024
competition organised by the State Energy Conservation Mission of Andhra
Pradesh. In which category did RINL win the Gold Award?
farmaTTH W wie $ HIURe $H1S RINL A 3Mis U= & T Froll T&0T
= R maifora s St wREvr RIS 2024 gfadifiar § ufaf¥a mes
AT " SidT g1 RINL 7 {59 goft & wics srars sftan

(a) Renewable Energy

(b) Cement Manufacturing
(c) Chemical Industries

(d) Iron & Steel
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(e) Energy Generation

Ans. b

Sol. RINL wins Gold award at the AP State Energy Conservation Award-2024
competitions

RINL, the corporate entity of Visakhapatnam Steel Plant has won the
prestigious “Gold Award” in the State Energy Conservation Award 2024
competitions (conducted by the State Energy Conservation Mission of Andhra
Pradesh) for its significant initiatives towards Energy Conservation in the Iron &
Steel category.

This prestigious Gold award was bestowed on RINL for implementing Energy
conservation measures during the last 3 years, harnessing waste energy.

The Gold Award was received on behalf of RINL by Sri Uttam Brahma, GM
(Energy, Environment & Utilities) RINL and Sri VVVS Pulla Reddy, DGM (Energy
Management Department) RINL.

321. Ms Maia Sandu was sworn in as the President of the European country of
Moldova. What is the maximum number of terms a person can serve as
President of Moldova according to its constitution?

goft wran Eg A QR S Aigar & APUTT & =Y K A9 A | Wegar & Adfau
& AR TP Afad f¥mad fbad Sriera a APufd 7§ ol 82

(a) One term of six years

(b) Two terms of four years each

(c) Three terms of five years each

(d) Unlimited terms of three years each

(e) One term of eight years

Ans. b

Sol. Maia Sandu Sworn in as President of Moldova for 2nd Term

Ms Maia Sandu was sworn in as the President of the European country of
Moldova for her second term of four years.

Ms Maia Sandu first became the President of Moldova in 2020. She was the first
woman to become the President of the country after it gained Independence in
1991, following the collapse of the Soviet Union.

According to the constitution of Moldova, a person can be the President of the
country for two terms of four years each.

During her rule, the country moved away from Russia and sought closer ties
with the European Union. In 2022, Moldova applied for membership in the 27-
nation European Union.

About Moldova
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Capital - Chisinau

Currency- Moldovan Leu
Official language- Romanian
President- Maia Sandu

322. Manmohan Singh, India’s 14th Prime Minister, who is considered the
architect of the economic reforms in the country, passed away at the age of 92.
Which rights-based legislations were passed during Manmohan Singh’s
government?

YRA & 144 GUTHA T4t Rig, g <=1 9 anfdfe guri &1 fAafar = s
8, 192 a9 @1 AR H 4T 81 11 BeTHEH g &1 IRPR & GRE diFT |
P R-3nuTid ST uiiia feg T &2

(a) Right to Housing, Right to Equality, Right to Privacy, and Right to Education.
(b) Right to Property, Right to Housing, and Right to Work.

(c) Right to Equality, Right to Privacy, and Right to Education.

(d) Right to Employment, Right to Religion, and Right to Information, and
Right to Work.

(e) Right to Education, Right to Food, Right to Information, and Right to Work.
Ans. e

Sol. Former PM Manmohan Singh passed away at 92

Manmohan Singh, India’s 14th Prime Minister, who is considered the architect
of the economic reforms in the country, passed away at the age of 92.

Singh, who served as prime minister for two consecutive terms from 2004 to
2014 under the Congress-led United Progressive Alliance (UPA), had been in
declining health in recent months.

Singh presided over a period of unprecedented growth during his tenure as
prime minister. Between 2004 and 2014, India witnessed rapid economic
expansion, the fastest since Independence, emerging as a nearly $2 trillion
economy.

His government was also marked by a series of transformative rights-based
legislations, including the Right to Food, Right to Education, Right to Work,
and the Right to Information. These initiatives reshaped Indian politics,
bringing inclusive growth to the forefront.

Born on September 26, 1932, in Gah in West Punjab, now in Pakistan, Singh
migrated to India during the Partition. He earned his Bachelor’s and Master’s
degrees in Economics from Panjab University in 1952 and 1954, respectively,
followed by an Economic Tripos at Cambridge University (1957) and a D.Phil in
Economics from Oxford University (1962).
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Singh was awarded the Padma Vibhushan in 1987 and received international
accolades, including the Euro Money Award for Finance Minister of the Year in
1993 and the Asia Money Award in 1993 and 1994. He was given the Jawaharlal
Nehru Birth Centenary Award of the Indian Science Congress in 1995.

323. When is Boxing Day celebrated?

SIFRITT S HE AT ST 82

(a) December 24th

(b) December 25th

(c) December 26th

(d) December 27th

(e) December 28th

Ans. c

Sol. 26 December - Boxing Day

Boxing Day is celebrated every year on December 26th.

Boxing Day is an official bank holiday in England, Canada, New Zealand, and
Australia. In South Africa, it is called the 'Day of Goodwill’' and is also a holiday.

324. Consider the following statements regarding health insurance claims in
FY24 as per the IRDAI report:

IRDAI YU & 3R FY24 ¥ e §i41 gral & ey | fFafafead sy v
AR o3

(1) Health insurance claims worth Rs 26,000 crore were rejected or repudiated
in FY24.

(2) The rejection rate of health claims was 19.10% in FY24.

(3) Errors in documentation are a common reason for claim rejection.

Which of the statements given above is/are CORRECT?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 1 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2, and 3

Ans. b

Sol. Health insurance claims rejection up 19.10% in FY24: IRDAI report

India’s insurance companies rejected 11 per cent of health claims and had 6 per cent
pending as of March 2024, according to the industry regulator’s annual report.
Health policy claims worth Rs 26,000 crore were disallowed and "repudiated"” by
insurers in the year ending March 2024, marking a 19.10 per cent increase from the
year before.
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The rejection amount was Rs 21,861 crore in the year ending March 2023, according
to the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI).

A claim is rejected or disallowed when an insurance company refuses to process it
due to specific issues with its validity. This means the insurer has not yet evaluated
the claim for coverage but has rejected it outright due to errors or discrepancies in
the policyholder’'s documentation, terms, or procedures. On the other hand, claim
repudiation occurs when the insurer denies the claim after a review, determining that
it does not meet the terms and conditions of the policy.

Insurance penetration-

The report highlighted that overall insurance penetration in India declined for the
second consecutive year in 2023-24, dropping to 3.7 per cent. This marks a decrease
from 4 per cent in 2022-23 and 4.2 per cent in 2021-22 during the pandemic.
Settlement ratios-

Public sector insurers had a settlement ratio of 103.38 per cent in 2023-24, indicating
that they paid out more than they collected in premiums. In contrast, private insurers
maintained a ratio of 88.71 per cent, while standalone health insurers struggled with
a low ratio of only 64.71 per cent.

Death claim ratio-

Life insurance companies paid Rs 48,512 crore in death claims for the year ending
March 2024, an increase from Rs 46,380 crore in the previous year. Rs 28,868 crore
was paid for individual policies and Rs 19,644 crore for group policies.

325. With reference to the ICICI Prudential Rural Opportunities Fund, consider
the following statements:

gf-ﬁnﬁﬁmgﬁ&mﬁwaﬁqﬁﬁﬂaw%ﬁaﬁﬁ,m$ﬁw

1. The fund is an open-ended equity scheme focused on the rural and allied
theme.

2. The scheme’'s benchmark is the Nifty Rural Index, which tracks stocks from
the Nifty 500 Index.

3. The scheme is managed by Sankaran Naren and Priyanka Khandelwal.
Which of the statements given above is/are CORRECT?

(a) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1,2, and 3

(e) all are incorrect

Ans.d

Sol. ICICI Prudential Rural Opportunities Fund launched
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ICICI Prudential Mutual Fund has launched the ICICI Prudential Rural Opportunities
Fund, an open-ended equity scheme following Rural and allied theme. It opens on 9
January 2025 and closes on 25. January 2025.

The scheme will predominantly invest in sectors contributing to and benefiting from
rural India's growth and development.

Benchmark - Nifty Rural Index

The Nifty Rural Index aims to track the performance of stocks from the Nifty 500
Index, which represent the rural theme.

The largest 75 stocks from eligible basic industries are selected based on 6 month
average free-float market capitalization. Sankaran Naren and Priyanka Khandelwal
will manage the scheme.

326. The National e-Governance Division (NeGD) and the Indian Ports
Association (IPA) signed a landmark Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in
New Delhi. What is the primary goal of the MoU signed between NeGD and
IPA?

P 199 UUTT (NeGD) 3R HIRAI S&IIg €Y (1IPA) A 5 feeelt & To

B eTRI® JHSNAT JTUT (MoU) TR gI1eR fHTI NeGD 3R IPA F ot gareifva
TSI U BT TAfHS |67 41 82

(a) To promote traditional maritime practices

(b) To drive digital transformation in India’s maritime sector

(c) To create a new port system in India

(d) To promote international shipping alliances

(e) To establish a digital currency for the maritime industry

Ans. b

Sol. NeGD and IPA Sign Landmark MoU to Drive Digital Transformation in
India's Maritime Sector

The National e-Governance Division (NeGD) and the Indian Ports Association
(IPA) signed a landmark Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in New Delhi.
This strategic partnership aims to drive digital transformation in India’s
maritime sector by integrating NeGD's technological expertise with IPA’s in-
depth insights into the maritime sector.

This initiative reflects a joint commitment to creating a smarter, technology-
driven maritime digital ecosystem by fostering seamless integration and
stakeholder collaboration.

Through this partnership, both NeGD and IPA aim to address longstanding
challenges such as fragmented logistics systems, outdated operational
practices, and insufficient digital infrastructure.
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327. Which railway zone has partnered with IRCON for the maintenance of
electrification infrastructure?

faggdteRur JaERaHT & YERWA & AT {69 Yad §iF A B & 1Y AigRy
Cak

(a) Southern Railway

(b) Eastern Frontier Railway

(c) Northern Railway

(d) Northeast Frontier Railway

(e) Western Railway

Ans. d

Sol. Northeast Frontier Railway signs MoU with IRCON for maintenance of
electrification infrastructure

For the first time in Indian Railways, Northeast Frontier Railway has started a
project to maintain electrification infrastructure, including Overhead
Equipment (OHE) and Power Supply Installation (PSl), by partnering with
IRCON International Limited through an agreement.

IRCON is a reputed organisation well known for undertaking challenging
infrastructure projects, especially in difficult terrains in India and abroad since
1976.

328. The Chinese government has given its green signal to the construction of
the world’s largest dam on the river Yarlung Zangbo/Tsangpo (known as the
Brahmaputra in India) on the eastern rim,of the Tibetan plateau. What is the
expected annual electricity generation of the new dam?

At PR A fasa<lt ToR & gdf fFTR IR aRg St/ 76 (R yRa o
TEYA & ATH A ST 16T 8) W g1 & 9o 98 919 & fmfor &1 st g9 5idh
¢ & 31 T Ty | Fram frat foreh Sared @Y suite @2

(a) 88.2 billion kWh

(b) 300 billion kWh

(c) 500 billion kWh

(d) 100 billion kWh

(e) 200 billion kWh

Ans. b

Sol. China to Construct World’s Largest Dam in Tibet

The Chinese government has given its green signal to the construction of the
world’s largest dam on the river Yarlung Zangbo/Tsangpo (known as the
Brahmaputra in India) on the eastern rim of the Tibetan plateau.
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The project has raised concerns among environmentalists as it will lead to the
displacement of millions of people and the destruction of the natural ecosystem
in Tibet.

The construction of a dam on the Yarlung Zangbo River was announced by
China in 2020. It will be the world’s largest dam in the world overtaking the
Three Gorges Dam built on the Yangtze River in China.

The total investment in the dam is over 1 trillion yuan (US$137 billion), making
it the single largest infrastructure project in the world.

The project is expected to generate nearly 300 billion kilowatt-hours (kWh) of
electricity annually which is expected to meet the electricity needs of 30 crore
people per year.

Currently, the world’s largest installed hydel power capacity is the Three Gorges
Dam which was designed to produce 88.2 billion kWh.

329. President Droupadi Murmu conferred the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal
Puraskar on 17 children (10 girls and 7 boys) at a ceremony held at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre, New Delhi. The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya
Bal Puraskar is awarded to children in the age group of:

Tyufa Rudt 7 A 7 ek fRua wyufs wa= wivpfos $5 & smaifom e
HARIE # 17 9= (10 ASfPa1 3R 7 ASSH) P YUTHHA IIPIT 9160 ISR Y
foran 1 wurEt e o wREeR Ay amyg &t & sl 1 var fbar S B:

(a) 4-15 years

(b) 7-18 years

(c) 6-18 years

(d) 6-20 years

(e) 5-18 years

Ans. e

Sol. President Murmu Confers Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar on 17
Children

President Droupadi Murmu conferred the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal
Puraskar on 17 children (10 girls and 7 boys) at a ceremony held at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural Centre, New Delhi. The award was announced and
conferred on the occasion of the Veer Baal Diwas.

Since 2022, December 26 has been observed in the country as Veer Bal Diwas to
honour and recall the sacrifice of the tenth Sikh guru Guru Gobind Singh’s
youngest sons Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh.

The winner of the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar is awarded a Medal, a
Certificate, and a Cash prize of Rs. One Lakh.
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The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar is administered by the Union
Ministry of Women and Child Development. The award was instituted by the
government of India in 1996.
About the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar
e Itis awarded to children aged between 5-18 years for their exceptional
performance! abilities and outstanding achievements. In a year a
maximum of 25 children are honoured.
The award is given in seven categories broadly divided into Child Bravery
and Child Excellence.
The Child Excellence Award is given to children with exceptional abilities
and outstanding achievements in : (i) innovation (ii) Arts & Culture (iii)
Science & Technology (iv) Environment (v) Social Service (vi) Sports.

330. How many medals did India win at the Asian Youth and Junior
Weightlifting Championship 2024?
TRMATE ga1 3R iR YRNa AR 2024 § YRd A fFaq ug® Siid?
(a) 30 medals
(b) 33 medals
(c) 42 medals
(d) 25 medals
(e) 40 medals
Ans. b
Sol. 33 medals for India at Asian Youth and Junior Weightlifting Championship
2024
The young Indian weightlifters finished their campaign at the Asian Youth and
Junior Weightlifting Championships 2024 with a credible 33 medals - 7 gold,16
silver, and 10 bronze medals. Jyoshna Sabar of Uttar Pradesh stood out with
three gold medals and a new Asian record.
In the 2023 Asian Youth and Junior Weightlifting Championships held in
Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh, the Indian weightlifting contingent finished with
a total of 42 medals.
The Asian Youth and Junior Weightlifting Championships 2024 was organised
by the Asian Weightlifting Federation in Doha, Qatar.
The Youth Championship was open for weightlifters in the age category of 13-
17 years while weightlifters between the ages of 15-20 years were eligible for
the Asian Junior Championship.
India’s medal winners in Asian Junior Weightlifting Championships 2024
Silver Medal winners

e Sanjana - women's 76kg (clean and jerk)
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Sanjana - women'’s junior 76kg (total)
Nilam Devi - women'’s Junior 55kg (snatch)
Nilam Devi - women'’s Junior 55kg (clean and jerk)
Nilam Devi - women'’s Junior 55kg (total)
Maibam Martina Devi - women'’s junior +87kg (total)
Maibam Martina Devi - women's junior +87kg (clean and jerk)
Valluri Ajaya Babu - men'’s junior 81kg (snatch)
Bronze medal winners
e Payal - women’s junior 45kg (total)
e Payal - women'’s junior 45kg (clean and jerk)
e Shankar Lapung - men's junior 61kg (total)
¢ Maibam Martina Devi - women'’s junior +87kg (snatch)
India’s medal winners in Asian Youth Weightlifting Championships 2024
Gold medal winners
e Jyoshna Sabar - women'’s youth 40kg (total)
Jyoshna Sabar - women'’s youth 40kg (snatch)
Jyoshna Sabar - women'’s youth 40kg (clean and jerk)
e Payal - women'’s youth 45kg (total)
e Payal - women'’s youth 45kg (snatch)
¢ Koyel Bar - women'’s youth 55kg (clean and jerk)
e Sairaj Pardeshi - men’s youth 81kg (total)
Silver medal winners
e Preetismita Bhoi - women’s 45kg (clean and jerk)
Koyel Bar - women'’s 55kg (total)
Sanjana - women'’s 76kg (total)
Sanjana - women'’s 76kg (snatch)
Sanjana - women'’s 76kg (clean and jerk)
Sairaj Pardeshi - men’s 81kg (snatch)
Sairaj Pardeshi - men’s 81kg (clean and jerk)
e K Oviya - women’s 81kg (clean and jerk)
Bronze medal winners
Payal - women'’s 45kg (clean and jerk)
Babulal Hembrom - men’s 49kg
Asmita Dhone - women'’s 49kg (clean and jerk)
Koyel Bar - women’s 55kg (snatch)
Parv Chaudhary - men’s 96kg (clean and jerk)
Parv Chaudhary - men’s 96kg (total)
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331. Who won the men's singles title at the 86th Senior National Badminton
Championships 2024?

g6dl HifFR gt defiie AT 2024 # GF9 T &1 faars foraa sitar
(a) Mithun Manjunath

(b) M. Raghu

(c) Devika Sihag

(d) Prannoy H. S.

(e) Lakshya Sen

Ans. b

Sol. M Raghu & Devika Sihag crowned 2024 Senior National Badminton
Champion

Karnataka's M. Raghu and Haryana's Devika Sihag won the men's and women's
singles titles, respectively, at the 86th Senior National Badminton
Championships 2024.

The tournament was organized by the Badminton Association of India and
hosted by the Karnataka Badminton Association in Bengaluru from December
20 to 24, 2024.

In the men's singles final, M. Raghu defeated former champion Mithun
Manjunath of Karnataka with a score of 14-21, 21-14, 24-22, claiming his first
senior national championship title.

332. Who has been appointed as the Chairperson of the National Accreditation
Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories (NABL)?

PR TEI0T TS SiRMTh YANTRITAT UeITa= 91 (TAUHITe) & e & U | fHd
frgea foear w82

(a) Dr. Suresh Kumar

(b) Dr. Sandip Shah

(c) Dr. Pradeep Mehta

(d) Dr. Vinay Kumar

(e) Dr. Rakesh Jain

Ans. b

Sol. Dr. Sandip Shah appointed as the Chairperson of NABL-QCI

Dr. Sandip Shah, an eminent medical professional and visionary leader, has
been appointed as the Chairperson of the National Accreditation Board for
Testing and Calibration Laboratories (NABL), a constituent board of the Quality
Council of India (QCI).

NABL works to improve the quality of testing and calibration services, ensuring
trust in the products and services used by consumers, businesses, and
regulators.
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Dr. Shah, a Gold Medalist in MD Pathology and Bacteriology from B.J. Medical
College, Ahmedabad, has an extensive academic and professional background
in pathology, molecular biology, and transplant immunology.
About National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories
(NABL)
e Founder- Department of Science and Technology
e Founded- 1988
e Headquarters- Gurgaon
e NABL is one of the constituent boards of Quality Council of India (QCI), an
autonomous body under Department for Promotion of Industry & Internal
Trade (DPIIT), Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of India.

333. Who won the men’s 25m rapid-fire pistol title at the 67th National
Shooting Championship?

6741 AP T AR F grl 1 25 Hex Is-BrR fivea &1 faae
feam sitar

(a) Gurpreet Singh

(b) Shivam Shukla

(c) Vijayveer Sidhu

(d) Jitu Rai

(e) Abhinav Bindra

Ans. c

Sol. Vijayveer Sidhu wins Men’s 25m rapid fire Pistol title at 67th National
Championship

Punjab’s Vijayveer Sidhu beat fellow Olympian Gurpreet Singh of the Army
Marksmanship Unit to clinch his maiden men’s 25m rapid-fire pistol (RFP) title
at the ongoing 67th National Shooting Championship Competitions (NSCC) for
pistol events.

Taking aim at the Dr Karni Singh Shooting Range (DKSSR) Finals Hall, Paris
Olympian Vijayveer got the better of Rio Olympian Gurpreet 28-25 in the title
round.

Air Force’s Shivam Shukla finished third with a score of 23.

334. ICICI Prudential Life Insurance has launched a first-of-its-kind health
product catering to women-specific critical illnesses and surgeries. What is the
name of the health product launched by ICICI Prudential Life Insurance?

JrstemEdiens ySRd asw swalw A afgarsi & fie faw ik Swfeat
3R Tl & AT 3u=it aRE PT UgHT T ITG dl-d fobar g1 mgiamsiang
TS RIad A1 AR §RT di-g BT 1T WA TG BT -1 FIT 82
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(a) ICICI Pru Health

(b) ICICI Pru Women Care

(c) ICICI Pru Protection

(d) ICICI Pru Life Shield

(e) ICICI Pru Wish

Ans. e

Sol. ICICI Pru Life, RGA launch product to cover women-specific ailments

ICICI Prudential Life Insurance has launched a first-of-its-kind health product

catering to women-specific critical illnesses and surgeries.

ICICI Pru Wish has been developed in collaboration with Reinsurance Group of

America Inc., a leading global life and health reinsurer.

The product offers an instant payout of up to 100 per cent of the health cover

amount on diagnosis of critical illnesses such as breast, cervical, uterine cancers

and heart ailments to name a few.

Recent Facilities Launched in Banking & Insurance Sector

e LazyPay Unveils ‘LazyPay EMI’ to Simplify High-Value Purchases
e Axis Bank launched the ARISE Women'’s Savings Account, a specialized

solution designed to cater to the financial needs of women.
BharatPe launches 'Shield’ to protect users from digital transaction frauds
Paytm launches UPI Lite Auto Top-Up for Hassle-Free Recurring Daily
Payment
PNB MetLife introduces Smart Communications App to transform Agent-
Customer Interactions
Shriram Mutual Fund launches industry-first multi-sector rotation fund

335. Which regulatory body has imposed a total fine of Rs'54 1akh on
Jaiprakash Power Ventures, its MD and CEO Suren Jain and other top officials
for misrepresenting the company's financial statements.

e e 9T A Hut & faxiia faawon &t Tad aie J Rdd A & e
SAYHTRT TR 4o, 9% THS! 3R Wgaen Jea o ofiv o= =i siftrefeai wr
P 54 ARG $YY BT SHIAT AT

(a) SEBI

(b) RBI

(c) IRDAI

(d) ccl

(e) Income Tax Department

Ans. a

Sol. SEBI fines Jaiprakash Power for misrepresenting co's financial statements
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Markets regulator SEBlI imposed a penalty totalling Rs 54 lakh on Jaiprakash
Power Ventures, its MD and CEO Suren Jain and other top officials for
misrepresenting the company's financial statements.

Others who have been penalised by Sebi are the company's chairperson Manoj
Gaur, executive directors -- Sunil Kumar Sharma and Praveen Kumar Singh --
chief financial officer R K Porwal and former whole-time member M KV Rama
Rao.

They have been directed to pay the fine within 45 days.

This came after the regulator conducted an investigation in the matter of
Jaiprakash Power Ventures Ltd (JPVL), a part of the Jaypee Group of companies,
to ascertain the possible violations of PFUTP (Prohibition of Fraudulent and
Unfair Trade Practices) and LODR (Listing Obligations and Disclosure
Requirements) rules.

336. When is the International Day of Epidemic Preparedness observed?
JRTgTa AR AuRt fiaw Sa =T SiTar 32

(a) 25 December

(b) 27 December

(c) 28 December

(d) 15 December

(e) 30 December

Ans. b

Sol. 27 December - International Day of Epidemic Preparedness

International Day of Epidemic Preparednessiis observed every year on 27 December.
The day raises awareness about the importance of global preparedness and
response to epidemics and pandemics.

The first-ever International Day of Epidemic Preparedness, held on 27 December
2020 was called for by the United Nations General Assembly to advocate the
importance of the prevention of, preparedness for and partnership against
epidemics.

337. Richard Parsons, who passed away at the age of 76, held prominent roles
in corporate America. Which of the following positions did he hold?

fag =, formeT 76 adf &1 g ¥ fe 81 T4, A FuRe AReT § e
HftreTe frvrg | 31 Fufafea # & #19-91 ug dyrem

(a) Chairman of Goldman Sachs

(b) Co-chief operating officer of Time Warner

(c) CEO of JPMorgan Chase

(d) President of Microsoft
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(e) Chairman of the Federal Reserve

Ans. b

Sol. Richard Parsons, prominent Black executive who led Citigroup, dies at 76
Richard Parsons, one of corporate America's most prominent Black executives
who held top posts at Time Warner and Citigroup, died. He was 76.

Parsons, a Brooklyn native who started college at 16, was named chairman of
Citigroup in 2009. He steered Citigroup back to profit after financial turmoil
from the subprime mortgage crisis, which upended the economy in 2007 and
2008.

Parsons was named to the board of CBS in September 2018 but resigned a
month later because of illness.

In 2001, after AOL used its fortunes as the leading provider of Internet access in
the US to buy Time Warner for $106 billion in stock, Parsons became co-chief
operating officer with AOL executive Robert Pittman.

338. Adani Group unveiled a new advertising campaign, titled “First the fan will
come, then electricity will come”, to promote its renewable energy initiatives.
What is Adani Green Energy's renewable energy capacity target by 2030?

ST THE 7 U & SHoit Ugdl I ge1dl e P ford "uga U e, fhr
fooret st <fide @ T 7 fagua St == a1 2030 9@ e Wi+
TSI BT &M Sl &I A& T 72

(a) 20 GW

(b) 30 GW

(c) 40 GW

(d) 50 GW

(e) 60 GW

Ans.d

Sol. Gautam Adani launches new renewable energy brand campaign

Adani Group unveiled a new advertising campaign, titled “First the fan will come,
then electricity will come”, to promote its renewable energy initiatives.

The campaign is part of Adani Group's broader commitment to renewable energy. Its
renewable unit, Adani Green Energy, aims to develop 50 GW of renewable energy
capacity by 2030. This includes the ambitious Khavda Renewable Energy Park in
Gujarat.

Spanning 538 square kilometres—five times the size of Paris—Khavda is set to
become one of the largest renewable energy projects in the world.

The park will have a total capacity of 30 GW, with the first phase of 250 MW wind
energy already operational. The group's track record includes the 648 MW Kamuthi
Solar Plant in Tamil Nadu, completed in 2016.
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At the time, it was the world’s largest single-site solar power project. These projects
highlight Adani Group's leadership in advancing India’s clean energy goals.
Director of Adani Airport Holdings Ltd - Jeet Adani

339. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted a committee to develop a
Framework for Responsible and Ethical Enablement of Artificial Intelligence
(FREE-AI) in the Financial Sector. Who is the chairman of the RBl committee on
ethical Al use?
YRdHg oid 99 (ReI) A fa<fta &7 & enféfblRrae sefesis (FREE-AI) & RIeR
IR Afoe Temar & R Ter wuvat fasRa 37 & forg e afiifa @1 e+ fear
81 Afa® Al SUTRT W RBI WA & 3eAe B 72
(a) Raghuram Rajan
(b) Urjit Patel
(c) Pushpak Bhattacharyya
(d) Nandan Nilekani
(e) Sundar Pichai
Ans. c
Sol. RBI sets up panel to develop a framework on ethical use of Al in financial sector
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has constituted a committee to develop a Framework
for Responsible and Ethical Enablement of Artificial Intelligence (FREE-AI) in the
Financial Sector.
The committee will be led by Pushpak Bhattacharyya, Professor, Department of
Computer Science and Engineering, IIT Bombay as chairman.
The committee aims to draft a governance framework to support ethical Al adoption
in India’s financial sector, according to the RBI.
The Committee will assess the current level of adoption of Al in financial services,
globally and in India, review regulatory and supervisory approaches on Al with focus
on financial sector globally and identify potential risks associated with Al, if any and
recommend an evaluation, mitigation and monitoring framework and consequent
compliance requirements for financial institutions, including banks, NBFCs, FinTechs,
PSOs, etc.
The Committee will submit its report within six months from the date of its first
meeting.
Recent Committee in News

e Govt forms committee to look into IAF's overall capability development;

Chaired by the Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh,
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The GST Council constituted a 13-member GoM to suggest GST rates on
premiums of various health and life insurance products; Chaired by - Samrat
Choudhary

Supreme Court sets up panel to amicably resolve farmers’ agitation; chaired
by Justice Nawab Singh

Revenue Department in the finance ministry formed a panel to simplify the
decades-old I-T Act. - chaired by V K Gupta

Gol constitutes a committee to monitor the current situation on Indo-
Bangladesh Border- headed by ADG of BSF

339. Which bird, officially declared the national bird of the United States in
December 2024, has been a symbol of strength, freedom, and immortality, and
is uniquely indigenous to North America, following legislation spearheaded by
Minnesota lawmakers?

fireer & Tivel gRT Ta ST & 3ER, fedaR 2024 # fyee 9k
g 7 SARST BT Py yeht aiftra fovar e ®1 a1 uaht wfeq, wdaer ok
ST BT Ui ¥8T ¢ 3R ITT AT &1 fafRy w@exh uah 32

(a) American Crow

(b) Peregrine Falcon

(c) Bald Eagle

(d) Snowy Owl

(e) Golden Eagle

Ans. c

Sol. Bald eagle officially declared US national bird after 250 years

The bald eagle is now officially the national bird of the US, after President Joe
Biden signed a law on Christmas Eve bestowing the honour upon the white-
headed and yellow-beaked bird of prey.

The bird has been a national emblem in the US for years, appearing on the
Great Seal of the US - used on US documents - since 1782.

Founding Father Benjamin Franklin objected to the creature being chosen to
represent the country, calling it a "bird of bad moral character”.

Bald eagles, like other eagles worldwide, had been seen by many as symbols of
strength, courage, freedom and immortality for generations, according to the
US Department of Veteran Affairs. And, unlike other eagles, the bald eagle was
indigenous only to North America.

The legislation designating the bald eagle as the national bird was spearheaded
by Minnesota lawmakers. The bald eagle is also protected under the National
Emblem Act of 1940, which makes it illegal to sell or hunt the creature.
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340. When is International Cello Day celebrated?

RIS Aelt f3aw S AT STl 32

(a) December 25

(b) December 28

(c) December 29

(d) December 30

(e) December 31

Ans. c

Sol. 29 December - International Cello Day

International Cello Day is an annual event that is observed on December 29 in
several countries around the world.

The day aims to honour the life and contributions of the legendary cellist Pablo
Casals, who was born on this day.

Casals is believed to be one of the greatest cellists of all time and is credited
with elevating the cello to its prominent status as a solo instrument in classical
music.

341. One of the most respected figures in Malayalam literature and cinema
Madath Thekkepat Vasudevan Nair or M T Vasudevan Nair passed away at the
age of 91. Which civilian honour did M.T. Vasudevan Nair receive in 2005?

HegTaH Afed 3R RAAT & a3 gwrf+a safdaal A ¥ T AeY AFdhuc
IRIGT -TRIR 91 TH.E. aRgea- ARk $191 a9 ot g ¥ e gt mam| wa.d.
IRIGT TR B 2005 T DI AT ANTRG W @ U

(a) Padma Shri

(b) Padma Bhushan

(c) Padma Vibhushan

(d) Bharat Ratna

(e) Sahitya Akademi Award

Ans. b

Sol. Malayalam writer & Jnanpith awardee M.T. Vasudevan Nair passes away
One of the most respected figures in Malayalam literature and cinema Madath
Thekkepat Vasudevan Nair or M T Vasudevan Nair passed away at the age of
91..

Madath Thekkepat Vasudevan Nair was born in a Nair family in Kudallur village,
Palakkad district of Kerala in 1934.

MT's literary achievements earned him the Jnanpith Award in 1995, India’s
highest literary honour, as well as numerous other accolades, including the
Kendra Sahitya Akademi Award, Kerala Sahitya Akademi Award, Vayalar Award,
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Vallathol Award, Ezhuthachan Award, Mathrubhumi Literary Award, and O NV
Literary Award.

In 2005, M T was awarded the Padma Bhushan, India’s third-highest civilian
honour.

342. Which country’s player did Lakshya Sen defeat in the King Cup
International Badminton Open?

71 ®u emFa dsfiie siva d @&g 94 A f5d 31 & et &t svmn
(a) England

(b) China

(c) France

(d) Japan

(e) Indonesia

Ans. c

Sol. Lakshya Sen bags bronze at the King Cup International Badminton Open
Lakshya Sen from India secured third place at the King Cup International
Badminton Open by defeating French player Alex Lanier in straight games.
The 23-year-old earned a prize of approximately ¥36 lakh.

343. Who has won the World Rapid Chess Championship for the second time in
the women's section?

Afgen aif # goadt AR Ay s e AfEERm feea o 22

(a) Ju Wenjun

(b) Dronavalli Harika

(c) Irene Sukandar

(d) Anna Muzychuk

(e) Koneru Humpy

Ans. e

Sol. India's Koneru Humpy crowned World Rapid Chess Champion for historic
second time

Indian Grandmaster Koneru Humpy won a historic second title at the World
Rapid Chess Championship, emerging victorious in the tournament in New
York.

Humpy has become only the second chess player after Ju Wenjun of China to
win the title in the women's section more than once.

Koneru Humpy, 37, sealed the title when she defeated Irene Sukandar with the
black pieces in the final round.
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The Indian No. 1 finished on top of the standings with 8.5 out of 11 points in an
incredible display in the World Rapid Championship. This is her second title in
the format after her victory in 2019 in Moscow.

Later, the 18-year-old Volodar Murzin of Russia bagged the corresponding title
in the men's section.

Murzin is the the second-youngest FIDE World Rapid Champion, after Nodirbek
Abdusattorov, who claimed the title at 17.

344. India’s pace ace Jasprit Bumrah carved his place in cricketing history,
becoming the bowler with the best average among those with 200 or more Test
wickets. Where did Jasprit Bumrah achieve his 200th Test wicket?

YR & o Tigarel Savd §ARTE A fobde sfag™ o 3ru=it snTe 99118, 200 a1 394
1T ¢ fadbe o aret Agarel # Head dgadia S aret Hgars 9 Y| S
JURTE A 3AUAT 200a7 %< fadbe gl g1ira faramn

(a) Lord's Cricket Ground

(b) Sydney Cricket Ground

(c) Melbourne Cricket Ground

(d) Eden Gardens

(e) Old Trafford

Ans. c

Sol. Jasprit Bumrah Creates History with Best Bowling Average Among 200+
Test Wicket-Takers

India's pace ace Jasprit Bumrah carved his place in cricketing history, becoming
the bowler with the best average among those with 200 or more Test wickets.
Bumrah also emerged as the fastest Indian pacer to reach the 200-wicket
milestone in Test cricket.

The historic feat unfolded on the fourth day of the Border-Gavaskar Trophy's
fourth Test at the Melbourne Cricket Ground, where Bumrah dismissed
Australia's Travis Head to claim his landmark 200th wicket.

Further, he achieved the landmark with his 8484th legal delivery in Test cricket,
making him the fastest Indian to reach 200 wickets in terms of balls bowled. He
eclipsed Mohammed Shami, who reached the same milestone after 9896
deliveries.

Overall, Bumrah is now the fourth-fastest bowler to achieve 200 wickets,
behind Waqar Younis (7725 balls), Dale Steyn (7848 balls), and Kagiso Rabada

(8154 balls).
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345. Sikkim celebrated the annual Kagyad Dance festival at Tsuklakhang Palace
in Gangtok with tradition. On which days of the Tibetan Lunar Calendar is the
Kagyad Dance Festival celebrated?

fafery A TEle & gear@ tag § arfife s T Heicid RS aiid
& 7| st 9% Sy & 6w e srare 78 AgiaIa 7= o §2

(a) 15th and 16th day of the 10th month

(b) 21st and 22nd day of the 10th month

(c) 28th and 29th day of the 10th month

(d) 1st and 2nd day of the 11th month

(e) 5th and 6th day of the 10th month

Ans. c

Sol. Sikkim Celebrates Kagyad Dance Festival

Sikkim celebrated the annual Kagyad Dance festival at Tsuklakhang Palace in
Gangtok with tradition.

Enacted on the 28th and 29th day of the 10th month of the Tibetan Lunar
Calendar (early December), it is a vibrant cultural event drawing both locals and
international tourists seeking spiritual blessings.

The festival concludes with the ritualistic burning of effigies, representing the
victory of good over evil.

346. 27-year-old K N Renuka Pujar has become the first transgender individual
to be appointed as a guest lecturer at a university in Karnataka. Which
department has K N Renuka Pujar joined.as a guest lecturer?

27 991 & T IU[HT [oIR Flicd & TP fayfaemad ¥ fafy amerar & wu o
frgad 8 aTeht Ugehl giusisy Safa 99 TS &1 & T [T G ST SrsTaT
¥ w0 # frg RAumT & =nfre g8 82

(a) English Department

(b) Kannada Department

(c) Sociology Department

(d) History Department

(e) Economics Department

Ans. b

Sol. K N Renuka Pujar becomes the first transgender woman to be appointed as
a guest lecturer at Karnataka University

27-year-old K N Renuka Pujar has become the first transgender individual to be
appointed as a guest lecturer at a university in Karnataka.

Pujar, who completed her post-graduation in Kannada, joined the Kannada
Department at Vijayanagara Sri Krishnadevaraya University's Nandihalli campus
(PG Centre) earlier this month.
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About Karnataka
e Capital - Bengaluru
e Chief Minister -Siddaramaiah
e Deputy Chief Minister - DK Shivakumar
e Governor — Thawar Chand Gehlot

347. Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel has launched a new citizen-centric
initiative called the SWAR platform to overcome language barriers. What is the
full form of SWAR?

ToRTd & GEHAT YUE ued = HTaT St aremaii H1 g7 H3 & fae SWAR
WEHTH ATHG T 5 ARG -Piod Ugd I DI g1 SWAR BT YT -ITH HIT §?
(a) Simplified Written and Audio Resource

(b) Speech and Written Analysis Resource

(c) Systematic Writing and Analysis Resource

(d) Speech Writing and Analysis Repository

(e) Simplified Writing and Reading

Ans. b

Sol. Gujarat CM launches 'SWAR' platform to overcome language barriers
Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel has launched a new citizen-centric
initiative called the SWAR (Speech and Written Analysis Resource) platform.
The SWAR (Speech and Written Analysis Resource) platform was launched on
the occasion of Good Governance Day on December 25.

The Chief Minister's Office (CMO), in collaboration with the Ministry of
Electronics and Information Technology's Bhashini Team (National Language
Translation Mission), has developed the SWAR platform.

This innovative platform leverages technology to overcome language barriers.
The Speech-to-Text feature has also been integrated into the Gujarat CMO
website.

348. What is the name of the summit India will host for the first time in 2025?
YR 2025 ¥ Ugdl IR {5 RRey aWes &1 Asart d3m?

(a) World Creative Content Summit

(b) Global Entertainment Summit

(c) World Audio Visual Entertainment Summit

(d) International Media and Arts Summit

(e) Audio-Visual Content Expo

Ans. c
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Sol. India to host World Audio Visual Entertainment Summit — WAVES for first
time in 2025

India will host the World Audio Visual Entertainment Summit (WAVES) for the
first time in 2025.

The WAVES Summit is poised to serve as a global platform for India’s creative
talents, fostering collaborations and showcasing the country's potential as a
hub for world-class content creation.

The WAVES Summit is poised to serve as a global platform for India’s creative
talents, fostering collaborations and showcasing the country's potential as a
hub for world-class content creation.

349. Osamu Suzuki, the former chairman of Suzuki Motor Corporation and an
icon in the global auto industry has passed away at the age of 94. In which year
did Osamu Suzuki become the president of Suzuki Motor Corporation?

o] AR BIRURNTH & qd 9930+ 3N AfYe 3ife) IaT A U Smgap Sy
D! BT 94 T8 Bt AT T 8 71 71 81 N1 G ford adf Joya! Hier
PRURNTA & A T A?

(a) 1958
(b) 1968
(c) 1978
(d) 1988
(e) 2000
Ans. c
Sol. Osamu Suzuki, Former Suzuki Chairman Dies Aged 94
Osamu Suzuki, the former chairman of Suzuki Motor Corporation and an icon in
the global auto industry has passed away at the age of 94.

The former chairman of the Japanese brand who led the organisation for over
four decades has reportedly died of lymphoma. It is to be noted that Suzuki
stepped down as the chairman of the brand in 2021 at the age of 91.

Osamu Suzuki began his time at Suzuki Motor in 1958 and took the role of the
president in 1978 while doubling as the chairman 2000 onwards.

With his time of 28 years on the chair across two terms as the president of the
brand he became the longest-serving head of the global automaker.

350. The India-Australia Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (Ind-Aus
ECTA) completes two years of remarkable success, driving mutual growth and
showcasing the complementarity of both economies. By how much did bilateral
merchandise trade increase after the signing of the Ind-Aus ECTA?
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YRd- e forar e JgaiT ik ATUR s (§5-3119 ECTA) 3 ITE-g
Ipadl & & 94 R fre, o treue e &1 gerar frar i gt
Srfeawytafl @t aar ueRid g3 1 $5-31T9 ECTA WR gwd1eR & a1q fgueia
HTUTRS AR § fra- gfs 852

(a) It tripled

(b) It decreased by half

(c) It more than doubled

(d) It remained the same

(e) It increased marginally

Ans. c

Sol. India-Australia Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement marks two years of
success

The India-Australia Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (Ind-Aus ECTA)
completes two years of remarkable success, driving mutual growth and showcasing
the complementarity of both economies.

The Ind-Aus ECTA has significantly advanced trade ties, creating new opportunities
for MSMEs, businesses and employment in both nations,vwhile reinforcing the
foundation of their economic partnership.

Entering its third year, the Government of India is dedicated to sustaining this
momentum through strengthened collaboration and innovative initiatives to drive
mutual prosperity to realize the vision 2047 of Hon'ble Prime Minister to make India
a developed country.

Since its signing, bilateral merchandise trade has more than doubled, surging from
USD 12.2 billion in 2020-21 to USD 26 billion in 2022-23. Total trade, however,
moderated in the year 2023-24 to USD 24 billion in 2023-24, with India’s exports to
Australia growing by 14%. The current fiscal year continues to reflect strong
momentum.

Building upon this success, the India-Australia Comprehensive Economic Cooperation
Agreement (CECA) is now in progress with 10 formal rounds and inter-sessional
discussions held so far. CECA builds on the foundation laid by the ECTA, advancing
the bilateral trade agenda with even greater ambition.

351. What is the projected growth rate for the Indian economy in FY25
according to Deloitte?

Sdlge & IR faw a¥f 25 # YR srdauawyr & fore srqaTf=a faery ar &
??

(a) 5.5-5.8%

(b) 6.0-6.2%

(c) 7.5-7.8%
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(d) 7.0-7.3%
(e) 6.5-6.8%
Ans. e
Sol. Indian economy to grow at 6.5-6.8% in FY25 on high consumption: Deloitte
Indian economy is likely to grow at 6.5-6.8 percent this fiscal and slightly higher
between 6.7-7.3 percent in FY2026, boosted by domestic consumption, Deloitte said.
Deloitte India Economist Rumki Majumdar said the growth in the first half of the
fiscal year 2025 turned out to be slower than estimated as election uncertainties
followed by disruptions in activity, due to heavy rainfall and geopolitical events
weighed on domestic demand and exports.
However, India continues to show resilience in certain pockets that are worth noting -
- be it in consumption trends, services growth, the rising share of high-value
manufacturing in exports, or the capital market.
Updated GDP List
e Deloitte — 6.5% - 6.8% (FY24), 6.7% - 7.3% (FY26)
e India Ratings — 6.4% (FY24), 6.6% (FY26)
e ADB-6.5% (FY24), 7%(FY25)
o S&P-6.8% (FY25), 6.9% (FY26)
RBI —6.6% (FY24)
Morgan Stanley - 6.3% (FY25)
Moody Ratings - 7.2% (CY24)
IMF — 7% (FY25), 6.5% (FY26)
World Bank — 7% (FY25)

352. The Haryana government has decided to increase the maximum limit of
Death-cum-Retirement Gratuity for state government employees by 25 percent.
What will be the new maximum limit of Death-cum-Retirement Gratuity for
Haryana state government employees starting January 1, 2025?

ATV IXPR A I IROR & HHANG! & (¢ og-Tg-Aar-igis I=gel ot
Siftreran War ¥ 25 ufa=ra @1 gf w7 o1 Fofa R 811 5998, 2025 1
AT o9 PR & FHATRAI & [ Jog-Tg-Far-gha A=get ot A8 AfUwan
Har a1 ghf?

(a) Rs 15 lakh

(b) Rs 20 lakh

(c) Rs 22 lakh

(d) Rs 25 lakh

(e) Rs 30 lakh

Ans. d
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Sol. Haryana cabinet approves 25% raise in Death-cum-Retirement gratuity
limit
The Haryana government has decided to increase the maximum limit of Death-
cum-Retirement Gratuity for state government employees by 25 percent.
This enhancement will take effect from January 1, 2025, raising the gratuity
from Rs 20 lakh to Rs 25 lakh.
The Cabinet also approved a 25 percent increase in the maximum limit of
Death-cum-Retirement Gratuity for Judicial officers of the state government.
These decisions are aimed at providing enhanced financial security to the state
government employees and their families as well as the Judicial officers.
About Haryana

e Capital - Chandigarh

e Chief Minister — Nayab Singh Saini

e Governor - Bandaru Dattatreya

¢ Legislative Assembly Seats- 90

353. Consider the following statements regarding the newly-formed interim
Asian body for boxing:

gaharelt & fore Aavfea siakw TRrmg e/ & aR | Fafafes $3 w far
B

1. The interim Asian body was established by the World Boxing organization.
2. Lovlina Borgohain is one of the members of the Athletes’ Commission in this
body.

3. Ajay Singh has been appointed as the Chairperson of the interim body.
Which of the above statements is/are CORRECT?

(a) 1 only

(b) 1 and 2 only

(c) 2 and 3 only

(d) 1,2, and 3

(e) all are incorrect

Ans. b

Sol. World Boxing forms new Asian body; Lovlina in Athletes’ Commission, Ajay
Singh named board member

Tokyo Olympic medallist Lovlina Borgohain has been included in the Athletes’
Commission while six Boxing Federation of India (BFI) officials, including
president Ajay Singh, will be part of the newly-formed interim Asian body
established by the breakaway organization World Boxing.
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India will play a pivotal role in shaping the future of Asian boxing within this
new structure, with the BFl holding seven key positions, including Singh, who
has been appointed as a board member.

Borgohain will represent the athletes’ voices in Asian and global boxing. Key
BFI officials, including Secretary General Hemanta Kumar Kalita and Treasurer
Digvijay Singh, will hold positions on the Olympic Commission and Finance and
Audit Committee respectively.

Borgohain, one of three members of the Athletes' Commission, emphasised the
importance of the platform to advocate for better infrastructure, fair
opportunities, and support systems for athletes across Asia.

BFI officials Narender Kumar Nirwan and D P Bhatt will serve on the
Constitution and Sports & Competition Commissions, respectively, while Dr.
Karanjeet Singh will join the Medical Commission.

354. Which organization has awarded the 'Great Place to Work' certification to
Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) for January 2025 to January 2026?

T Ta A At 2025 A WA} 2026 & U T rUifvd offw efgar fafires
(SAIL) P! 'UT WY g 9" YHIUH W fhar 82

(a) National Productivity Council

(b) Ministry of Steel

(c) Great Place to Work Institute, India

(d) World Steel Association

(e) Confederation of Indian Industry

Ans. c

Sol. SAIL certified as Great Place to Work for the second time

Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) has earned the prestigious 'Great Place
to Work' certification for January 2025 to January 2026, awarded by the Great
Place to Work Institute, India.

This marks the second consecutive certification for SAIL, having first been
certified for December 2023 to December 2024.

This consecutive global recognition highlights the company’s innovative HR
initiatives including the Work Other than Workplace (WoW) scheme, flexible
timings for city-based employees, self-paced learning through LinkedIn
Learning Hub and E-Pathshala, high-end IT and digital training with NASSCOM,
Leadership Development programs in collaboration with 1IMs and ASCI, e-
counseling under the Employee Assistance Programs, enhancement of
healthcare services and Leadership Coaching for senior executives.

These initiatives aim to boost productivity, prepare employees for future
technological advancements and fully utilize their potential.
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The Great Place to Work Institute is a global organization that recognizes
employers creating outstanding employee experiences through a rigorous
evaluation process. SAIL secured the certification following a comprehensive
survey conducted by the Institute, based on direct feedback from employees at
SAIL.

355. Which country’s regulatory authority has granted approval for Doha
Insurance Group (DIG) to establish a reinsurance branch in India?

e 3=1 & fFramae wiftrewor A gieT SXUIRY U (DIG) & URd H Y& Iman
R B3 B Aot & 22

(a) India’s Reserve Bank of India

(b) Qatar Central Bank

(c) Dubai Financial Market

(d) Securities and Exchange Board of India

(e) International Monetary Fund

Ans. b

Sol. Doha Insurance Group Secures Approval to Establish Reinsurance Branch in
India

Doha Insurance Group (DIG), a leading provider of insurance and reinsurance
solutions in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region, has announced
plans to expand in India by opening a reinsurance branch.

The insurer has received approval from the Qatar Central Bank to establish the
branch within Gujarat International Financial Tec-City (GIFT City). The new
branch will operate under the “Gift City” international insurance office
category.

This strategic move is part of DIG’s broader growth plan, building on the
success of its regional centers, which have significantly contributed to
enhancing the group’s revenues and strengthening its insurance portfolio.

356. The Pakistan Nuclear Regulatory Authority (PNRA) issued the licence to
build Chashma Nuclear Power Plant Unit 5 (C-5), the largest plant producing
electricity through nuclear power. What is the capacity of the Chashma Nuclear
Power Plant Unit 5 (C-5)?

UTfa™ AT faf e wifteor (feaeRY) A T=|T W] &9l J47 S35
5 @1-5) & fAutor & fore arsaT WY fvan 8, <Y uRaT) St & Arenw | faeredt
IATEH B 1T IS ST TGF 3 | I URHTY] SHell HUF §HTS 5 (H1-5) B
&I 1 82

(a) 1000 MWe

(b) 1200 MWe
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(c) 1500 MWe

(d) 500 MWe

(e) 800 MWe

Ans. b

Sol. Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission gets licence for largest nuclear plant
Pakistan is set to construct its largest nuclear plant for electricity generation
after the country’s atomic energy regulatory agency issued the licence for it.
The Pakistan Nuclear Regulatory Authority (PNRA) issued the licence to build
Chashma Nuclear Power Plant Unit 5 (C-5), the largest plant producing
electricity through nuclear power with a capacity of 1200 MWe.

C-5 is an advanced third-generation Pressurised Water Reactor of Chinese
Hualong design, having active and passive safety features, including a double-
shell containment and reactor-filtered venting system. It has a lifespan of 60
years.

This is the third nuclear power plant in Pakistan with this design. Two other
plants, Karachi Nuclear Power Plants units 2 and 3, are already operating
successfully and adding electricity to the national grid.

The C-5 has already been approved by the executive committee of the National
Economic Council and it will be built at a cost of USD 3.7 billion.

Pakistan's installed nuclear energy capacity is about 3,530 MW, contributing
about 27 per cent of the total electricity generation in the national grid.

357. Which team did Kerala defeat to win their maiden Senior National Men's
Handball Championship title?

P A 5T 9 B TP U1 Ugen HFaR AT goy geard gy
f@are sftar

(a) Chandigarh

(b) Indian Railways

(c) Services

(d) Haryana

(e) Maharashtra

Ans. a

Sol. Kerala clinches Senior National Men’s Handball Championship title
Kerala defeated Chandigarh 34-31 to clinch their maiden Senior National Men's
Handball Championship title.

Kerala had earlier entered the summit clash for the first time, edging out
Services 23-21 in the semi-finals, while Chandigarh earned their spot by
defeating Indian Railways 32-30.
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Kerala's Devendar was adjudged the ‘Best Player of the Championship’, while
Rahul got the award for the 'Best Goalkeeper'.

358. Kaamya Karthikeyan, a Class 12 student from Navy Children’s School,
Mumbai, has become the youngest female to scale the highest peaks on all
seven continents. Which mountain did Kaamya Karthikeyan climb to complete
the Seven Summits Challenge?

g & Adt RIce THd Dt BT 12 B BT STRT BTidbd- G JTd AETETI B
e Sl Gifedl W geA arelt 9 $H 99 S Afgd a9 TS § | ST Pifciba A
Yo+ Iftre AW & T H3 & fore ford uda wR 918 o2

(a) Mt Everest

(b) Mt Kilimanjaro

(c) Mt Vinson

(d) Mt Aconcagua

(e) Mt Denali

Ans. c

Sol. 17-year-old Mumbai teen conquers seven highest peaks on seven
continents

Kaamya Karthikeyan, a Class 12 student from Navy Children's School, Mumbai,
has achieved the sensational feat of becoming the youngest female to scale the
highest peaks on all seven continents.

At just 17 years old, Kaamya completed the Seven Summits Challenge by
climbing Mt Vinson in Antarctica, alongside her father, Commander S
Karthikeyan.

Her journey included summiting Africa’s Mt Kilimanjaro, Europe’s Mt Elbrus,
Australia’s Mt Kosciuszko, South America’s Mt Aconcagua, North America’s Mt
Denali, Asia’s Mt Everest, and finally Mt Vinson in Antarctica.

Kaamya had previously climbed Mt Everest at the age of 16, showcasing her
passion for adventure.

359. The Ministry of Defence (MoD) has signed a contract with which company
for DRDO-made Air Independent Propulsion (AIP) system worth nearly Rs 1,990
crore?

& TEATEd (THsiEh) 3 Semdiei fffa war RT3 v wansth) Rea &
fore fra SUt & TTY U 1,990 FIIS FUY HT o fbar 872

(a) Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders

(b) Hindustan Shipyard

(c) ABG Shipyard

(d) Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers
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(e) Cochin Shipyard Limited

Ans. a

Sol. MoD inks Rs 1,990 cr deal with Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders for plug for
DRDO-made AIP system

The Ministry of Defence (MoD) has signed a contract with Mazagon Dock
Shipbuilders Limited (MDL) in Mumbai for air independent propulsion (AIP)
plugs worth nearly Rs 1,990 crore.

The plugs will integrate the Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO)-developed AIP system into the Kalvari-class submarines.

An AIP is fitted onto conventional submarines with an AIP plug to allow the
submarines to stay underwater longer without having to come up to the ocean
surface for air, hence reducing the chances of detection by the enemy. AIP acts
as a ‘force multiplier’ of a diesel-electric submarine.

The AIP technology is being indigenously developed by DRDO.

360. Who has been appointed-as the new Director General of the Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)?

ﬁ;ﬁ%w@W%wW%wﬁﬁﬁw%m
AT 8?2

(a) Anish Dayal Singh
(b) Vitul Kumar
(c) Rakesh Asthana
(d) Kuldip Singh
(e) Rajeev Jain
Ans. b
Sol. Vitul Kumar Appointed As New Director General of CRPF
Senior IPS officer Vitul Kumar has been appointed as Director General of the
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF).
He replaced Anish Dayal Singh.
Kumar, a 1993 batch IPS officer of the Uttar Pradesh cadre, is currently serving
as Special Director General of the CRPF.
Kumar's service has been recognized with several honours, including the
President's Police Medal (PPM) awarded on January 26, 2021, and the Police
Medal (PM) on August 15, 2009.
He has also received the Director General's Commendation Disc in Silver on
January 26, 2016, and in Gold on January 26, 2018.
Recent Appointment in Defence Sector
e DG of Medical Services (Navy) - Surgeon Vice Admiral Kavita Sahai
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Director General of Indian Coast Guard - Paramesh Sivamani (26th)
Vice Chief of Air Staff - Air Marshal SP Dharkar (replace AP Singh)
First woman DG of Armed Forces Medical Services - Arti Sarin
Chief of Indian Air Force - Amar Preet Singh (replace V.R. Chaudhari)
DG of Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) -Amrit Mohan Prasad

361. Who has been appointed as the new CEO of DBS Bank India?
vy 9% sfear & v Hisen & wu A fa fAgea frar mar g2
(a) Surojit Shome
(b) Rajat Verma
(c) Raghuram Rajan
(d) Arundhati Bhattacharya
(e) Vikram Pandit
Ans. b
Sol. Rajat Verma appointed as CEO of DBS Bank India
Singapore's DBS Group has appointed Rajat Verma as Chief Executive Officer of
DBS Bank India to succeed Surojit Shome.
Verma had been nominated, pending approval from the Reserve Bank of India
that is needed for all appointments of bank CEOs.
Verma, current head of institutional banking group at DBS Bank India, had been
appointed, effective from March 1, in line with RBI approval.
In his new role, he will be part of DBS' group management committee, DBS,
Southeast Asia’s biggest bank.
About Development Bank of Singapore (DBS) Bank
e Founded - 1968
e Headquarters - Singapore
e Chairman - Peter Seah
e CEO - Piyush Gupta
e DBS Bank India’ CEO- Rajat Verma (replace Surojit Shome)
e CEO - Tan Su Shan (effect from March 2025)

362. Former US President and 2002 Nobel Peace Prize Winner, Jimmy Carter
passed away recently at the age of 100. For what reason was Jimmy Carter
awarded the 2002 Nobel Peace Prize?

gd smfvet wgufa ok 2002 & Aiae ifd QREeR faoiar, fordt w1z &1 g 61
100 99 @1 g F fer g1 war| ot H1ER BT 2002 F1 Aaw Fifd REHR fFa
SR far mr ur?

(a) His mediation in the Middle East
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(b) His efforts to promote social and economic justice

(c) His environmental activism

(d) His role in disarmament

(e) His economic reforms in Africa

Ans. b

Sol. Former US President Jimmy Carter Dies At 10

Jimmy Carter, the 100-year-old former US president and Nobel peace laureate
who rose from humble beginnings in rural Georgia to lead the nation from 1977
to 1981, has died.

He founded the Carter Center in 1982 to pursue his vision of world diplomacy,
and he was the recipient of the 2002 Nobel Peace Prize for his tireless efforts to
promote social and economic justice.
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