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1. On which date is International Jaguar Day observed every year to raise
awareness about jaguar conservation?

T TS SI3MTR TREVT & FrT SfeRRTgia S[eiR feaw forey ardiia & v wirat 37
(a) 25th November

(b) 27th November

(c) 29th November

(d) 30th November

(e) 28th November

Ans. c

Sol. 29th November - International Jaguar Day

International Jaguar Day is observed on 29th November each year to raise awareness
about the conservation of jaguars, one of the largest and most iconic wild cats of the
Americas.

The day aims to highlight the threats faced by jaguars, including habitat loss, poaching,
and human-wildlife conflicts, and to promote global conservation efforts.

Wildlife organizations and enthusiasts use this day to educate the public, support
research programs, and advocate for protected areas and corridors to ensure the
survival of jaguars in the wild.

2. On which date is the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People
observed each year?

©X YId Palestinian People & 1Y \’rl_cRTI@'q Udpcdl ﬁaﬂ &g ata & 799
ITdT 82

(a) 25th November

(b) 27th November

(c) 29th November

(d) 30th November

(e) 28th November

Ans. c

Sol. 29th November - International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People is observed on 29th
November every year to express support for the Palestinian people and their rights.
The day marks the anniversary of the UN General Assembly Resolution 181 (1947),
which called for the partition of Palestine and laid the groundwork for highlighting
Palestinian issues globally.

[t aims to raise awareness about the struggles of Palestinians, promote international
cooperation, and encourage efforts toward a peaceful resolution of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict.

3. On which date is Red Planet Day observed every year to celebrate Mars?

B T I U8 (Red Planet) & I H Red Planet Day fhd TR &1 #4141 SITdT
&

(a) 14th November

(b) 21st November
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(c) 28th November

(d) 30th November

(e) 25th November

Ans. c

Sol. 28th November - Red Planet Day

Red Planet Day is observed on 28th November every year to celebrate and raise
awareness about Mars, also known as the Red Planet, highlighting its significance in
space exploration.

The day aims to educate people about Mars’ unique features, including its red color
caused by iron oxide, its atmosphere, and the potential for future human exploration.
Space agencies and astronomy enthusiasts use this day to promote research,
discoveries, and missions related to Mars, inspiring interest in science, astronomy, and
interplanetary studies.

4. Which newly launched platform by NPCI Bharat BillPay allows the RBI to
monitor fund transfers in real time?

NPCI WRd faerd gRT @i fasan a1 #1961 731 Wew | RBI B Rad ergA # s
TER Bt AR e B glaer darg?

(a) UPI Connect

(b) Bharat BillPay

(c) NEFT Connect

(d) IMPS Connect

(e) Banking Connect

Ans. e

Sol. NPCI's Banking Connect Launched to Enable Real-Time RBI Monitoring and Boost
Bill Payments

Banking Connect, a newly launched net banking platform by NPCI Bharat BillPay
(NBBL), will allow the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to monitor fund transfers in real
time, improving oversight over sectors like cryptocurrency and gaming.

NBBL aims to quadruple monthly bill payments from 260 million to 1 billion in four
years, expanding accessibility to over 135 million households, or about half of India’s
households.

The platform will minimise fraud by flagging suspicious transactions, although social
engineering frauds, where customers are tricked into revealing sensitive information,
remain a challenge.

Banking Connect offers features like interoperability and a mobile-first approach, with
participation from six banks and multiple payment aggregators, and efforts underway to
onboard the top five banks by net banking volumes within a month.

5. The Chhattisgarh Housing Board (CGHB), aiming to provide affordable housing
and revive its revenue after years of slump, has launched a series of housing
projects across 26 districts. These projects are worth a total of 2,060 crore and
are expected to construct 12,000 homes, including options for premier housing.
How many projects have been launched by CGHB under this initiative?
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o9 & SRR Aaex A FRRaT 3R 7o # YuUR & e, Sdrme seRias
(CGHB) 7 26 fora # 22,060 FIS | 3IRIF Teu & SRR Mvide A= fru g1 57
RT3 & 98d 12,000 TR FC 9 &, foraw iR grefi fawen off
TN 8 1 59 U8 & d8d CGHB A $d fha- Wivlae ai-a fhu 82

(a) 45

(b) 50

(c) 55

(d) 60

(e) 65

Ans. c

Sol. Chhattisgarh Housing Board Launches 2,060 Crore Projects to Build 12,000
Affordable Homes

The Chhattisgarh Housing Board (CGHB) has launched 55 housing projects worth
X2,060 crore across 26 districts, aiming to provide affordable homes for 12,000 families,
inaugurated by CM Vishnu Deo Sai in Raipur.

The state has cleared loans worth X790 crore, and CGHB plans to fund these projects
using money from home bookings, with construction starting in about three months and
completion expected within 24 months.

CGHB’s recent revenue recovery, from X278 crore (2019-2023) to 3860 crore, has been
aided by one-time settlement schemes and discounts, enabling expansion to premier
homes and future projects in seven more districts.

6. Which international financial institution has approved a $400 million results-
based lending program to help the state of Maharashtra, India, develop climate-
resilient, low-carbon, safe, and inclusive'road networks, particularly enhancing
connectivity for rural communities?

DI A1 AR faxfia Wre HeRTy, HRa & Saarg-uferid, 9-3re-, JRMRa
3R AT Ho& Acad faeiid w3 F e fagiv v J yrior el #1 Jud
gfaem g™ gd $400 faferm o1 ufvomy-snurfya sor srdwa doR fear @2

(a) World Bank

(b) Asian Development Bank (ADB)

(c) International Monetary Fund (IMF)

(d) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)

(e) New Development Bank (NDB)

Ans.b

Sol. ADB Approves $400 Million Loan to Boost Climate-Resilient Road Connectivity in
Maharashtra

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has approved a $400 million loan under a results-
based lending program to upgrade Maharashtra’s road network, focusing on climate-
resilient, low-carbon, safe, and inclusive infrastructure.

The Maharashtra Roads Connectivity for Inclusive Growth Program aims to improve all-
weather road connectivity in 34 districts, particularly in the Marathwada and Vidarbha
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regions, linking rural communities to markets, healthcare, education, and other
essential services.

The program will enhance road safety management using iRAP methodology and the
safe systems approach, support safer road designs, improve school and village gateways,
and train at least 120 engineers in road safety practices.

7. Which regulatory body has relaxed the educational qualification criteria for
Investment Advisers (IAs) and Research Analysts (RAs)?

P19 1 fAam® fIPTT Investment Advisers (1As) 3R Research Analysts (RAs) &
fore Qe grgar ards @ S foran 82

(a) RBI

(b) SEBI

(c) IRDAI

(d) Ministry of Finance

(e) NSE

Ans.b

Sol. SEBI Eases Educational Criteria for Investment Advisers and Research Analysts
Markets regulator SEBI relaxes educational criteria for Investment Advisers (IAs) and
Research Analysts (RAs), allowing graduates from any discipline, including law and
engineering, to apply for registration.

Despite the relaxation, passing the NISM certification exam remains mandatory to
ensure domain knowledge and professional preparedness.

Previously, applicants needed a graduate or postgraduate degree in finance-related
fields such as Finance, Commerce, Economics, Business Management, or Capital
Markets.

Eligible applicants must have a recognized graduate degree or equivalent, including a
CFA Charter, and the relevant NISM or accredited certification for registration.

8. Who has been appointed as the new Managing Director of PUMA India, starting
December 2025?

fviaR 2025 & PuMA &1 & T AT SRRFER & IR W 75 Frgea frar man
54

(a) Karthik Balagopalan

(b) Sanjay Lalbhai

(c) Matthias Baumer

(d) Anand Mahindra

(e) Ramprasad Sridharan

Ans. e

Sol. Ramprasad Sridharan Appointed Managing Director of PUMA India, Succeeds
Karthik Balagopalan

Ramprasad Sridharan has been appointed as the Managing Director of PUMA India from
December, succeeding Karthik Balagopalan who chose to pursue new interests.
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Sridharan will report directly to Matthias Baumer, PUMA’s Chief Commercial Officer, and
brings over 25 years of experience in brand building, digital growth, and commercial
strategy across the Asia-Pacific region.
Prior to PUMA, he was CEO and Managing Director at United Colors of Benetton India
and has held senior leadership roles at Clarks and Reebok India.
Recent Appointments
e Executive Chairman of National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) - Justice
Vikram Nath (replace Surya Kant)
Deputy Chairman of Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority (JNPA) - Ravish Kumar
Singh
Chairman of Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) - Sunil Paliwal
(replace Vijay Kumar)

President of Organisation Internationale des Constructeurs dAutomobiles
(OICA) - Shailesh Chandra (replace John Bozzella)

9. Who is set to assume the role of Chairperson of the 35-nation International
Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA) for 2026?
2026 & foTE 35 AN & ST X IYC Wi SHIS ! TS FadeRd R
(AT IDEA) & TURTE Bt YfHPT P GUTH?

(a) Sushil Chandra

(b) Gyanesh Kumar

(c) Sunil Arora

(d) Parul Tyagi

(e) Achal Kumar Jyoti

Ans.b

Sol. CEC Gyanesh Kumar to Become Chairperson of International IDEA for 2026

CEC Gyanesh Kumar will assume the role of Chairperson of the 35-nation International
Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA) for 2026, taking over on 3
December 2025 during the Council of Member States meeting in Stockholm, Sweden.

As Chairperson, he will preside over all council meetings in 2026, reflecting the Election
Commission of India’s global credibility and innovative election management practices.
International IDEA, established in 1995, is an inter-governmental organisation with 35
member countries (with the US and Japan as observers), committed to strengthening
democratic institutions and promoting inclusive, accountable, and resilient democracies
worldwide.

10. Who became the youngest ever FIDE World Cup winner by defeating GM Wei Yi
in the 2025 edition held in Goa, India?

4T, WRd | AT 2025 FIDE World Cup ® GM Wei Yi ®1 g1 HaH T FIDE
World Cup IEECICIEEET

(a) Nodirbek Yakubboev

(b) Andrey Esipenko

(c) Javokhir Sindarov

(d) Magnus Carlsen
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(e) Hikaru Nakamura

Ans. c

Sol. Javokhir Sindarov Becomes Youngest Ever FIDE World Cup Champion

Javokhir Sindarov Becomes Youngest Ever FIDE World Cup Champion, Wins
$120,00019-year-old Uzbek GM Javokhir Sindarov became the youngest ever FIDE
World Cup winner by defeating GM Wei Yi 1.5-0.5 in tiebreaks, earning the $120,000 top
prize.

The 2025 FIDE World Cup in Goa, India featured 206 players in a single-elimination
knockout format from November 1-26, determining three spots for the 2026 FIDE
Candidates Tournament.

GM Andrey Esipenko won the third-place match and a Candidates spot, earning $60,000,
while Wei Yi secured second place and $85,000, with the total prize fund of the
tournament being $2 million.

11. Renowned artiste Kumari Kamala (Kamala Lakshminarayanan) passed away
at the age of 91 in California. Which classical dance style did Kumari Kamala help
popularise on the global stage, known for its grace, flowing lines, and dramatic
expressions?

HRIER AT PURT SUAT (FHAT AGHFTRTAV) BT 91 T Ht 3 H Sferwif-ar
H M 81 T $HY Hudar A {59 Fafied Sid WKisd of Wiad o U Urgas
T | Ueg B, S (Uit Hevdl, Igel argHi 3R gfe® veauzH & fog =it
STl 87

(a) Kathak

(b) Odissi

(c) Bharatanatyam

(d) Kuchipudi

(e) Mohiniyattam

Ans. c

Sol. Renowned Bharatanatyam Legend Kumari Kamala Passes Away at 91

Renowned Bharatanatyam artiste Kumari Kamala (Kamala Lakshminarayanan) passed
away at the age of 91 in California; she was among the last living connections to the era
when sadir evolved into modern Bharatanatyam.

Trained under Vazhuvoor Ramaiah Pillai, she helped shape and popularize the Vazhuvur
bani, known for its grace, fluid movements, and dramatic expression, becoming one of
the most influential performers of the mid-20th century.

Born in 1934, Kamala excelled in both stage and cinema, later settling in the U.S., where
she continued teaching; she was honoured with several awards including the Padma
Bhushan (1975) and the U.S. National Heritage Fellowship for her immense
contributions to Bharatanatyam.

12. Which award did the Ministry of Mines receive at IITF 2025 for excellence in
display under the Central Ministries & Government Departments Pavilion
category?
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IITF 2025 H Hed fafdie te marde fsurddcq 3aferam $edt & dgadi= wexi=
& fore ffoR} Sifs wIg=a &1 39 a1 3rats faarn

(a) Gold Award

(b) Bronze Award

(c) Silver Award

(d) Platinum Award

(e) Special Jury Award

Ans. c

Sol. Ministry of Mines Wins Silver Award for Excellence in Display at I[ITF 2025

The Ministry of Mines received the Silver Medal (Second Prize) for excellence in display
under the Central Ministries & Government Departments category at IITF 2025, with the
award presented to Joint Secretary Smt. Farida M. Naik and senior officials.

CPSEs under the Ministry showcased India’s industrial and strategic strengths, with
NALCO highlighting its leadership in aluminium production and its applications in clean
energy, transportation, and strategic sectors.

Hindustan Copper Limited (HCL) displayed its copper products and emphasized
copper’s significance across power, construction, railways, electronics, and its cultural
contribution to the Ram Mandir, where it supplied around 70,000 pure copper strips
and blocks.

13. The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)’s analysis of Analysis of the
Automatic Exchange of Information (AEOI) data for FY 2024-25 identified high-
risk cases where taxpayers failed to report foreign assets, prompting the launch of
the second NUDGE campaign from 28 November 2025, advising taxpayers to
revise their ITRs by 31 December 2025 te avoid penalties. The second NUDGE
campaign primarily aims to help taxpayers correctly report which two schedules
related to foreign holdings and income in their ITRs?

Tod 1S 3T SHRTT S8 (CBDT) ¥ FY 2024-25 P fcIAfes Tauas 3h
SBTAT (AEOI) ST P TATTRIY A T g15-R¥h &Y & Ugdd &1 s, STl
ST faeeht vhew ) Ruld @ § e ¥8 | 39 91 28 FAdaR 2025 A gERT
NUDGE 9+ 3= farar 7, forad daadast ot Uit 9 9+ o forg 31 faiaw 2025
% AU ITRs DI NATTH B B TaATE &t TS | g NUDGE HU T BT HHAG
¢FUT ®1 3UH ITRs H fad=ht g iR 370 | 92 &9 9 &I Asgd It &7
9 fRUé o # Heg P 37

(a) Schedule AL and Schedule HP

(b) Schedule FA and Schedule FSI

(c) Schedule OS and Schedule CYLA

(d) Schedule TDS and Schedule SI

(e) Schedule VI-A and Schedule TR

Ans.b

Sol. CBDT Launches Second NUDGE Campaign to Ensure Accurate Reporting of Foreign
Assets and Income
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The Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT)’s analysis of Analysis of the Automatic
Exchange of Information (AEOI) data for FY 2024-25 identified high-risk cases where
taxpayers failed to report foreign assets, prompting the launch of the second NUDGE
campaign from 28 November 2025, advising taxpayers to revise their ITRs by 31
December 2025 to avoid penalties.

The campaign focuses on ensuring accurate disclosure in Schedule FA (Foreign Assets)
and Schedule FSI (Foreign Source Income) as mandated under the Income-tax Act, 1961
and the Black Money Act, 2015.

Using the PRUDENT approach, CBDT applies advanced data analytics to promote
transparent, technology-driven, taxpayer-friendly administration and support the vision
of Viksit Bharat through voluntary compliance.

The first NUDGE campaign (November 2024) led to 24,678 taxpayers revising returns,
disclosing X29,208 crore worth of foreign assets and 31,089.88 crore foreign income,
showcasing the effectiveness of data-driven and non-intrusive compliance measures.

14. Under the Access and Benefit Sharing (ABS) framework, how much amount has
the National Biodiversity Autherity (NBA) released to 85 Biodiversity
Management Committees (BMCs) in Maharashtra?

TRIY tE 9ffthe ufT (ABS) hHa® & dgd, AN SraSraaidl srymd
(NBA) 3 HERTY H 85 SRSTAARIET AawHe AT (BMCs) 1 frasl v d okt &1
7

(a) X2.56 crore

(b) X4.10 crore

(c) X5.34 crore

(d) X7.50 crore

(e) X10.12 crore

Ans. c

Sol. NBA Releases X5.34 Crore to 85 Biodiversity Committees in Maharashtra Under
Access and Benefit Sharing Framework

The National Biodiversity Authority (NBA) has released X5.34 crore to around 85
Biodiversity Management Committees (BMCs) in Maharashtra under the Access and
Benefit Sharing (ABS) framework, benefiting communities in Wada Tehsil, Palghar
District, and BMC Mumbai.

Approximately 15% of ABS applications involve accessing microorganisms, highlighting
how small biological resources can generate significant benefits for farmers, local
communities, and other stakeholders.

With this release, India’s total ABS disbursements have crossed X116 crore, adding to
previous allocations including X2.56 crore already disbursed to 108 BMCs and 7
institutions in Maharashtra.

15. C-DOT, a premier R&D centre under the Department of Telecommunications,
recently signed an MoU with which leading national institute to establish a Centre
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of Excellence (CoE) aimed at boosting indigenous capabilities in advanced
communication technologies?

feurdde sifs Sefiprgfred & d8d Us U R&D AeR, C-DOT 7 8T &1 A fpw
THE A9 Sfeeye & 1Y TH MoU ATS 54T 3 | SHBT PG USAIS
PRSI TFIaro A W= &Hdrsti &1 derar 8|

(a) IIT Kanpur

(b) IIT Roorkee

(c) IIT Madras

(d) IISc Bengaluru

(e) IIT Delhi

Ans.b

Sol. C-DOT and IIT Roorkee Join Hands to Establish Centre of Excellence for Advanced
Communication Technologies

C-DOT signed an MoU with IIT Roorkee to collaborate on advancing research and
innovation in cutting-edge communication technologies.

Under this MoU, C-DOT will establish a Centre of Excellence (CoE) at IIT Roorkee to
accelerate indigenous R&D and capacity building.

The CoE will focus on joint research and prototype development in areas such as 5G/6G,
RF-Sub-THz ICs, sensors, millimeter-wave beamforming antennas, V2X communication,
and energy-efficient wireless technologies.

Recent MoU

e BEL & Safran Sign JV to manufacture HAMMER Precision Weapon in India

e (CSIR Signs Pact with Industrial Corridor Corporation to Boost Innovation and High-
Tech R&D Ecosystems
Engineers India Signs MoU with NMDC Energy to Boost Onshore Oil, Gas, and Green
Energy Projects in Saudi Arabia
UIDAI Partners with Behavioural Insights Ltd to Boost Biometric Updates for
Children Aged 5 to 15 Years
NHA Renews MoU with DHR and ICMR to Boost Evidence-Based Healthcare and
Strengthen Ayushman Bharat Schemes

16. World AIDS Day is observed every year on 1st December to raise awareness
about HIV/AIDS and support people living with the disease. What is the theme of
World AIDS Day 2025?

HIV/AIDS & R § SITR=&dT g1 3R 39 S} & S[31 38 A &1 Heg Fe &
fR1T g7 OTe 1 faiaR ) 9 e S AT AT 81 9% g9 S 2025 B faFrg?
(a) End Inequalities, End AIDS

(b) Communities Make the Difference

(c) Let Communities Lead

(d) Overcoming disruption, transforming the AIDS response

(e) Equal Access for All

Ans. d

Sol. 1 December - World AIDS Day
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World AIDS Day is observed every year on 1st December to raise awareness about
HIV/AIDS and support people living with the disease.

The day highlights the global commitment to achieving the goal of “Ending AIDS as a
public health threat” by 2030.

Theme 2025 - Overcoming disruption, transforming the AIDS response

The red ribbon, a symbol of solidarity and support, is widely used to honour those
affected and remember lives lost to AIDS.

17. National Pollution Control Day is observed every year on which date?
TP ygwor ferd=ror faaw gv o fvw fafy &) wemar srar 32

(a) 1 December

(b) 2 December

(c) 3 December

(d) 5 December

(e) 4 December

Ans.b

Sol. 2 December - National Pollution Control Day

National Pollution Control Day is observed every year on 2nd December to raise
awareness about the harmful effects of pollution.

The day commemorates the victims of the 1984 Bhopal Gas Tragedy, one of the world’s
worst industrial disasters.

It highlights the need for strict pollution control measures, industrial safety, and
environmental protection.

18. International Day for the Abolition of Slavery is observed every year on which
date?

ST SHE & JRTETY faqw &1 8% a¢f fory T o \man e 37

(a) 1 December

(b) 2 December

(c) 3 December

(d) 5 December

(e) 4 December

Ans. b

Sol. 2 December - International Day for the Abolition of Slavery

The International Day for the Abolition of Slavery is observed every year on 2nd
December to raise awareness about modern forms of slavery.

The day focuses on ending practices such as human trafficking, forced labour, child
labour, forced marriage, and sexual exploitation.

It highlights global efforts and commitments by the United Nations to eliminate all
forms of contemporary slavery.

19. Which organisation created history by setting a Guinness World Record for
conducting the largest career advice programme session in a single day, with
thousands of students participating across India?
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WY: {5 W16 A 1 §1 o7 # SR & ToIRI B 3t HRTgR & 91Y 99 99
HRAR TG HTAHH BT SIS R [l acs Ravis a=mram

(a) RBI

(b) SEBI

(c) CBSE

(d) ICAI

(e) NITT Aayog

Ans. d

Sol. ICAI Sets Guinness World Record with Largest Career Advice Session in Mumbai
The Institute of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI) set a Guinness World Record by
conducting the largest career advice programme session in a single day in Mumbai, with
participation from over 7,400 students and others.

The event, titled ‘Career in Accounting and Finance for Youth (CAFY 4.0) & Super Mega
Career Counselling Programme’, saw 1.3 lakh+ participants pan-India, with an eligible
record count of 6,166 students, securing the title of ‘Largest Career Advice Lesson’.

ICAI provided career counselling across multiple streams, including humanities, science,
and commerce, helping students explore opportunities in accounting and finance.

20. Consider the following statements regarding the latest UN World Urbanisation
Prospects 2025 report:

UN T3S 3fEHISuIRM UIbdey 2025 @1 dete RUle & aR H 84 a1al IR TR &Y

1. Jakarta has overtaken New Delhi to become the world’s largest city.

2. Dhaka is projected to become the world’s largest city by 2050.

3. Paris is the only city in the top 10 largest cities that is outside Asia.

4. The number of megacities globally has increased from 8 in 1975 to 33 in 2025.
Which of the statements given above is/arecorrect?

fofifed & @ oF 913 Y 981 82

(@) 1 and 2 only

(b) 2 and 3 only

(c) 2 and 4 only

(d) 1, 2, and 3 only

(e) 1,2 and 4 only

Ans. c

Sol. Jakarta Becomes World'’s Largest City as UN Report Highlights Asia’s Dominance in
Megacities

A new United Nations report ranks Jakarta (Indonesia) as the world’s largest city with
41.9 million people, followed by Dhaka (Bangladesh) with 36.6 million, while Tokyo
(Japan) slips to third place with 33.4 million residents.

Dhaka has risen dramatically from 9th to 2nd place, and is projected to become the
world’s largest city by 2050, reflecting rapid population growth in South Asia.

The report notes the rise of 33 megacities (cities with more than 10 million people) in
2025—up from just 8 megacities in 1975, showcasing rapid global urbanization.
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Asia is home to 19 of the world’s 33 megacities, and nine out of the top 10. In addition to
Jakarta, Dhaka and Tokyo, the other Asian cities in the top 10 are: New Delhi, India (30.2
million); Shanghai, China (29.6 million); Guangzhou, China (27.6 million); Manila,
Philippines (24.7 million); Kolkata, India (22.5 million); and Seoul, South Korea (22.5
million).

With a population of 32 million people, Egypt’s Cairo is the only city in the top 10 that is
outside Asia, according to the UN.

Sao Paulo in Brazil, with 18.9 million people, is the largest city in the Americas, while
Lagos in Nigeria also grew rapidly, making it the largest city in sub-Saharan Africa.

21. Which government department in India has issued a directive making it
mandatory for messaging apps to remain linked to a SIM card in order to operate
on devices, aiming to prevent fraud and hijacking of accounts?

HRA H HH AT WHRY faumT Rt ol feaga Rem s & kg Rmes
T TR i I91¢ T Sifrard &3 &1 fAdr 9t #e W81 8, e 3e vy
HETUST SR JPTIC TS TH B AHT 52

(a) Ministry of Home Affairs

(b) Department of Telecommunications

(c) Ministry of Electronics and IT

(d) Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI)

(e) NITI Aayog

Ans.b

Sol. DoT Mandates SIM-Linking for Messaging Apps to Prevent Fraud

The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has made it mandatory for messaging
apps like WhatsApp, Telegram, and Arattai to be constantly linked to a SIM card to
operate on a device.

This move aims to prevent fraud and hijacking of messaging accounts by ensuring that
apps can only be used with a specific, active SIM card.

Web versions of messaging apps must be logged out periodically and re-linked within
six hours using a QR code, as per DoT instructions.

Companies must comply within 90 days and submit compliance reports within 120
days, failing which action will be taken under the Telecommunications Act, 2023, and
Telecom Cyber Security Rules, 2024.

22. What rank did India secure in its first-ever participation at the World Skills
Asia 2025?

Ics [Rped TRMAT 2025 # g+ ugell URfied # YRd A S19 J1 R U fean?
(a) 5th

(b) 8th

(c) 10th

(d) 12th

(e) 15th

Ans.b

Sol. India Ranks 8th in Debut at World Skills Asia 2025, Wins Multiple Medals
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India achieved a major milestone by securing 8th rank in its first-ever participation at
the World Skills Asia Competition 2025, competing with 29 nations.

Indian participants won 1 Silver, 2 Bronze medals, and 3 Medallions for Excellence
across traditional and tech-driven skill categories, showcasing their talent and
dedication.

The competition was held from November 27 to 29 in Chinese Taipei.

23. Which Indian rum won the ‘Rum Brand of the Year’ award at The Spirits
Business Awards 2025?
DI AT HURAT I 2025 H € fRINTT e srars #f <9 9is 3w ¢ $av sfia
ITeT Ug T HIRCH §T1S §12
(a) Old Monk
(b) Camikara
(c) Hercules
(d) Ron Zacapa
(e) Kingfisher
Ans.b
Sol. Indian Rum Camikara Clinches ‘Global Rum Brand of the Year’ Award 2025
Camikara became the first Indian rum to win the ‘Rum Brand of the Year’ award at The
Spirits Business Awards 2025 in London, beating established competitors from the
Caribbean and Latin America.
Produced by Piccadily Agro Industries Ltd, Camikara is India’s first pure cane-juice aged
rum, distilled from fresh sugarcane juice and aged in American oak barrels without
added colour, flavour, or sugar.
The rum was praised by judges as a pioneer in its category, helping to put Indian rum-
making on the global map with a bartender-first approach in its home market.
Recent Awards
e Miss Universe 2025 crown - Miss Fatima Bosch (Mexico)
e (Il Quality Ratna Award - TVS Motor Chairman Venu Srinivasan
e Indira Gandhi Peace Prize - Former Chilean President Michelle Bachelet
e Booker Prize 2025 - Hungarian-British author David Szalay (for ‘Flesh’ novel)
e SASTRA Ramanujan Prize 2025 - Dr Alexander Smith (for his exceptional
contributions to mathematics, particularly in number theory)

24. On the occasion of Constitution Day 2025, at which organisation’s
headquarters was Dr. B.R. Ambedkar’s bust unveiled by PM Narendra Modi?
HfauT fead 2025 F Hid TR, PM 5 AIGH A 5 W67 & gsPIET | 1. .30R.
JAEHT Dt Gfdd BT 3ATART fHar?

(a) United Nations Headquarters, New York

(b) UNESCO Headquarters, Paris

(c) World Bank Headquarters, Washington D.C.

(d) International Court of Justice, The Hague

(e) IMF Headquarters, Washington D.C.
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Ans.b

Sol. PM Modi Unveils Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar’s Bust at UNESCO on Constitution Day
Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled a bust of Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar at UNESCO
Headquarters in Paris on Constitution Day, calling it a fitting tribute to Ambedkar’s
pivotal role in drafting the Indian Constitution.

Constitution Day is observed annually on 26 November to commemorate the adoption
of the Constitution in 1949, with PM Modi emphasizing citizens’ focus on constitutional
duties and active participation in democracy.

The Constitution of India, adopted on 26 November 1949 and effective from 26 January
1950, is the longest written constitution in the world, establishing India as a Sovereign,
Socialist, Secular, Democratic Republic and ensuring Justice, Liberty, Equality, and
Fraternity for all.

25. India ranks 3rd in the Asia Power Index 2025, with the United States at 1st and
China at 2nd, marking India’s entry into the “major power” status category for the
first time. What was India’s overall score in the 2025 Asia Power Index?

TR/ UTaR SS9 2025 W YRE 1R FaR W 8, Jafe siie ugd iR A gar
e IR g1 $UY HIRd Ugelt 1R ‘T3 aTdhd” aTell dhedRT W IMAA g3 812025
TR UTaR SSRT § UIRA BT Hd IR T YT?

(a) 35/100

(b) 38/100

(c) 49/100

(d) 42/100

(e) 40/100

Ans. e

Sol. India Ranks 3rd in Asia Power Index 2025, Achieves Major Power Status

India ranks 3rd in the Asia Power Index 2025, with the United States at 1st and China at
2nd, marking India’s entry into the “major power” status category for the first time.

The Asia Power Index 2025, released by Australia-based Lowy Institute, evaluates 27
Asian countries on 131 indicators across 8 thematic measures, including military
capability, economic strength, diplomatic influence, resilience, and future resources.
India’s overall score of 40/100 reflects robust post-Covid economic recovery, increasing
geopolitical influence, and steady improvement in military and economic capabilities,
with a 2% year-on-year gain.

Russia’s power in Asia is rebounding, supported by defence and economic partnerships
with nations like North Korea and China, marking an improvement since 2019.

China scored 73.7/100, showing slight improvement and gradually closing the gap with
the US (81.7), while Japan remains steady, Southeast Asian nations show modest gains,
and Australia faces long-term challenges in maintaining relative power.

26. The “Vision for Sujalam Bharat” Summit 2025 focuses on multiple thematic
areas to strengthen India’s water and sanitation security, integrate scientific
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approaches, promote community participation, and ensure sustainable water
management. How many core themes are being addressed during the Summit?
“fIo BT o URA” Tf¥e 2025 HT ST YR B 9 3R w5 dl Y& B
HOIgd BT, AP OBV B AN BT, TG BT UFTIGRY B 91T 31 3R
Tad d Y& 3T H1 8 | 59 Iftie ¥ od fhaq g fawa & sax fear s
ET8?

(a) 4

(b) 5

(c)6

(d)7

(e)8

Ans. c

Sol. “Vision for Sujalam Bharat” Summit 2025 Launched to Strengthen Water Security,
Conservation, and Community Participation in India

The “Vision for Sujalam Bharat” Summit 2025 began at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi,
bringing together Central Ministries, States/UTs, experts, community groups, SHGs,
Panchayats, and award recipients to strengthen India's long-term water and sanitation
security through grassroots participation and scientific approaches.

Union Jal Shakti Minister C.R. Paatil highlighted India’s water challenges and launched
key initiatives—including the Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari 1.0 Book, Barak River Basin
Ecological Assessment Report, and the Ganga Pulse Public Portal—to advance national
water conservation, river health, and community-led groundwater recharge.

The Summit focuses on six core themes such as river rejuvenation, drinking water
sustainability, technology-driven water management, groundwater recharge, greywater
reuse, and community engagement, with outcomes to be consolidated into actionable
recommendations for a water-secure, climate-resilient India.

27.Paradip Port Authority (PPA) achieved its fastest-ever. 100 MMT cargo
throughput, reaching 100.15 MMT on 27th November — 12 days earlier than the
previous fiscal. In which fiscal milestone did PPA achieve this record?

URTSIT U SrUTRREL (PPA) A 27 FdaR $Y 100.15 MMT ST YUe gTfa farar, it
o ad @ gam o 12 R ted 81 pPA A 98 RNa (S fra wsARma Arsae A o
g1RY fpam

(a) Within 300 days of the fiscal

(b) Within 260 days of the fiscal

(c) Within 241 days of the fiscal

(d) Within 220 days of the fiscal

(e) Within 200 days of the fiscal

Ans. c

Sol. Paradip Port Sets Record with Fastest-Ever 100 MMT Cargo Throughput in a Fiscal
Paradip Port Authority (PPA) achieved its fastest-ever 100 MMT cargo throughput,
reaching 100.15 MMT on 27th November — 12 days earlier than the previous fiscal,
marking its 9th consecutive year crossing the 100 MMT milestone.
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The record was achieved in 241 days in FY 2025-26, compared to 253 days in FY 2024-
25, reflecting a 4.78% year-on-year growth despite market challenges.

Strong growth in coastal thermal coal, container cargo, gypsum & flux, POL, and steel
cargo has propelled PPA’'s performance, reinforcing its position as a leading coastal
shipping hub.

Key cargo categories showed robust Y-0-Y expansion: container cargo up 32%, gypsum
& flux up 24%, steel cargo up 35%, and POL up 31%, while coal continued to dominate
with 45% of total cargo and 3.76% growth.

28. Under the recently implemented MoU, VOC Port received its first coastal
clinker shipment. This agreement ensures coastal movement of clinker from
which major cement manufacturer?

BT 1 § AN §U MoU & d%d, VOC UIE &I 39T Ugdl hived fFadr Rrade fiar|
gg titie fry 98 Wite Agthamy A fFaae ot Sied Yae JHda sars?
(a) UltraTech Cement

(b) Dalmia Cement

(c) Ambuja Cement Limited

(d) Shree Cement

(e) JK Cement

Ans. c

Sol. VOC Port Receives First Clinker Shipment Under MoU with Ambuja Cement

VOC Port received its first coastal clinker consignment under the MoU with Ambuja
Cement Ltd., ensuring the annual movement of 2,50,000 metric tonnes of clinker under
the Minimum Guaranteed Tonnage-based Incentive Scheme.

The vessel MV Lima Trader, carrying 56,440 metric tonnes of clinker from Sanghi Port,
Gujarat, was berthed at NCB-II and handled by Seaport Shipping (agent) and Seaport
Logistics (stevedore).

The port chairperson highlighted this shipment as a significant step toward sustainable,
cost-effective coastal transportation, supporting the Government of India’s push for
expanding coastal shipping.

29. India was re-elected to the Council of the International Maritime Organisation
(IMO) for which term?

YR P §eAd AdeTEH THEeIRF (1M0) F Fwrefa # frg o & fae
SIIRT AT TT?

(a) 2024-25

(b) 2025-26

(c) 2026-27

(d) 2027-28

(e) 2028-29

Ans. c

Sol. India Re-Elected to IMO Council for 2026-27 with Highest Vote Count in Category B
India has been re-elected to the IMO Council (Category B) for 2026-27, securing 154 out
of 169 valid votes, the highest in its category at the 34th IMO Assembly in London.
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The strong vote tally highlights the global community’s confidence in India’s leadership
in international maritime affairs and reflects the success of India’s maritime growth
agenda.

The IMO Council acts as the executive body with 40 elected members, and India’s
delegation also held meetings with various countries and organisations on maritime
cooperation during the Assembly.

30. Which organisation signed three MoUs with Nagaland’s health authorities to
strengthen pharmacovigilance and materiovigilance?

g siffargelRH A wHiwIfieT ik AeRaifafordT &) aega #31 & e
AR S BT o HYTRETS & AT T MoU TS fhg?

(a) Indian Council of Medical Research

(b) National Health Authority

(c) Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission

(d) AIIMS Delhi

(e) National Institute of Biologicals

Ans. c

Sol. IPC Signs Three Key MoUs in Nagaland to Strengthen Pharmacovigilance,
Materiovigilance & Patient Safety Initiatives

Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission (IPC) signed three MoUs with the Nagaland Medical
Council, Nagaland State Drugs Control Administration (NSDCA), and Nagaland State
Pharmacy Council during a one-day training programme on Pharmacovigilance and
Materiovigilance in Nagaland.

The MoUs aim to strengthen drug testing, promote safe and rational use of medicines,
and enhance pharmacovigilance /materiovigilance activities, ensuring better patient
safety across Nagaland.

This includes the first-ever MoU with any State Medical Council in India for promoting
PvPI & MvP]I, and the first MoU in the North-East region for advancing drug safety
initiatives.

The collaboration will support capacity building, ADR/medical device reporting, use of
National Formulary of India, technical guidance by IPC, and coordinated implementation
through state health institutions.

31. Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled a 77-feet-tall bronze statue of Lord
Ram at the historic Shree Samsthan Gokarn Partagali Jeevottam Math in Goa
during the Math’s 550th anniversary celebrations. Who crafted the 77-feet tall
bronze statue of Lord Ram?

YU T A A Ma1 & eagiRie St SR Meul ward! stiaa ae # 98
F1 55041 GTARRE & 9Y & SR WA ITH B 77 Wie St Hied Gfel HT @0
foraT | WA T B 77 Wi St Hie i fra 9918 82

(a) Subodh Gupta

(b) Anish Kapoor

(c) Ram V. Sutar
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(d) Amar Nath Sehgal

(e) Jatin Das

Ans. c

Sol. PM Modi Unveils World’s Tallest 77-Foot Bronze Statue of Lord Ram in Goa

Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled a 77-feet-tall bronze statue of Lord Ram at the
historic Shree Samsthan Gokarn Partagali Jeevottam Math in Goa during the Math’s
550th anniversary celebrations.

The Math, one of India’s oldest Dvaita Vaishnava institutions, marked a major milestone
as PM Modi also inaugurated the Ramayana Theme Park, and released a special postal
stamp and commemorative coin.

The statue, crafted by renowned sculptor Ram V. Sutar (designer of the Statue of Unity),
has been presented as the world’s tallest statue of Lord Ram, symbolizing unity,
devotion, and India’s cultural continuity.

32. Amazon and Google have jointly launched a new multicloud networking
service that allows customers to create private, high-speed connections between
AWS and Google Cloud. The new multicloud service enables customers to create
private, high-speed links in how much time?

Amazon 3R Google 3 FIA®? Ts 73 A IFA13S Aedfe T Ifdq IR= 31 8, orad
PICHT AWS 3X Google Cloud %d’ﬁrusa‘c', ars‘vﬂsaﬁmqwm%l :lé
ARIFITSS AN PieHR i fova T0Y # UTgde, g1s-wis i 77 § uag ot
&7

(a) Several days

(b) One week

(c) Minutes

(d) One month

(e) Several hours

Ans.c

Sol. Amazon and Google Launch New Multicloud Service for Faster, High-Speed
Connectivity

Amazon and Google have jointly launched a new multicloud networking service that
allows customers to create private, high-speed connections between AWS and Google
Cloud within minutes instead of weeks.

The service merges AWS Interconnect-multicloud with Google Cloud’s Cross-Cloud
Interconnect, significantly improving network interoperability and multicloud
performance.

AWS and Google Cloud leaders described the collaboration as a major shift in multicloud
connectivity, offering faster, more reliable infrastructure for businesses using multiple
cloud platforms.

33. The RBI recently imposed a monetary penalty on Mannakrishna Investments
Pvt Ltd for governance-related violations under its NBFC regulations. What was
the exact amount of the penalty levied by the central bank?
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RBI 7 g1 81 ® 3ru=it NBFc faffrawi & agd a1 | I3 Iyl & forg
Mannakrishna Investments Pvt Ltd TR WIf$&® &8 S¥IT4T| RBI §RT @11 14T 16
&3 fram am

(a) X1.50 lakh

(b) X2.00 lakh

(c) X3.10 lakh

(d) X5.00 lakh

(e) X10.00 lakh

Ans. c

Sol. RBI Imposes X3.10 Lakh Penalty on Mannakrishna Investments for Governance
Violations

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has imposed a X3.10 lakh penalty on Kolkata-based
Mannakrishna Investments Pvt Ltd, an NBFC, for failing to comply with the RBI's NBFC
Scale-Based Regulation, 2023, particularly regarding governance norms.

RBI’s inspection found that the company had appointed a director without obtaining
prior written approval, resulting in a management change where over 30% of directors
(excluding independent directors) were replaced, violating regulatory provisions.

34. Who won the Qatar Grand Prix 2025, keeping the Formula 1 championship
battle alive until the final race in Abu Dhabi?
2025 o= T Wt fra siidt, oraet avie ¥ widenr-1 2 g=Rm g urdt @t sifaw
S Ugd %2
(a) Lando Norris
(b) Oscar Piastri
(c) Charles Leclerc
(d) Max Verstappen
(e) George Russell
Ans.d
Sol. Max Verstappen Wins Qatar GP, Setting Up Dramatic F1 Title Decider in Abu Dhabi
Max Verstappen won the Qatar Grand Prix 2025, keeping the Formula 1 championship
battle alive and pushing the title fight to the final race in Abu Dhabi next weekend.
Championship leader Lando Norris, who could have secured his first F1 title with a win,
finished fourth, while his McLaren teammate and title rival Oscar Piastri secured second
place.
All three contenders — Verstappen, Norris, and Piastri — now have seven wins each this
season, with Norris’ championship lead reduced to 12 points over Verstappen and 16
over Piastri heading into the title-deciding finale
Recent 2025 F1 Grand Prix Winner

Australian Grand Prix - McLaren's Lando Norris (Britain)

Chinese Grand Prix - McLaren's Oscar Piastri (Australia)

Japanese Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)

Bahrain Grand Prix - McLaren'’s Oscar Piastri (Australia)

Saudi Arabian Grand Prix - McLaren’s Oscar Piastri (Australia)
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Miami Grand Prix - McLaren's Oscar Piastri (Australia)

Emilia Romagna Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
Monacoo Grand Prix - McLaren's Lando Norris (Britain)
Spainish Grand Prix - McLaren’s Oscar Piastri (Australia)
Canada Grand Prix - Mercedes’s George Russell (Britian)

Austria Grand Prix - McLaren's Lando Norris (Britain)

Great Britain Grand Prix - McLaren's Lando Norris (Britain)
Belgian Grand Prix - McLaren'’s Oscar Piastri (Australia)
Hungarian Grand Prix - McLaren's Lando Norris (Britain)
Netherland Grand Prix - McLaren’s Oscar Piastri (Australia)
Italian Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
Azerbaijan Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
Singapore Grand Prix — Mercedes’s George Russell (Britian)

US Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)

Mexico Grand Prix - McLaren's Lando Norris (Britain)

Brazil Grand Prix - McLaren's Lando Norris (Britain)

Las Vegas Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)
Qatar Grand Prix - Red Bull's Max Verstappen (Netherlands)

35. The Government of India and ADB signed loans worth over $800 million for
projects in which states?

YR GRPR 3R TSI A 800 fAfera Sier A siftre & o1 fra Ieal &
ufvarsrTai & fore gwaner fee?

(a) Maharashtra, Karnataka, and Gujarat

(b) Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, and Gujarat

(c) Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and Gujarat

(d) Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, and Kerala

(e) Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Maharashtra

Ans.b

Sol. India, ADB Sign $800 Million+ Loans for Power, Metro, and Skills Development
Projects

The Government of India and Asian Development Bank (ADB) signed three loan
agreements worth over $800 million for projects in Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, and
Gujarat, led by the Department of Economic Affairs.

The Maharashtra Power Distribution Enhancement Programme ($500 million) will
modernize rural power infrastructure, integrate renewable energy, and provide daytime
solar electricity to 900,000 agricultural consumers by 2028, including upgrading
substations, lines, transformers, and 500 MWh of battery storage.

The Indore Metro Rail Project (¥27,147,200,000 / $190.6 million) will construct an 8.62
km underground metro line with seven stations, improving connectivity between
congested areas and the airport, with multimodal integration and operations expected
by January 2030.
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The Gujarat Skills Development Programme ($109.97 million) will equip the workforce
with industry-aligned advanced skills across sectors like logistics, I'T, manufacturing,
healthcare, renewable energy, and agri-tech, upgrading 11 mega ITIs, establishing
centres of excellence, and collaborating closely with private training providers and
industry.
Recent Loan approved by Foreign Financial Institution
e ADB Approves $400 Million Loan to Boost Climate-Resilient Road Connectivity in
Maharashtra
ReNew Energy Secures $477 Million ADB Funding for India’s First Round-the-Clock
Peak Renewable Energy Project in Andhra Pradesh
India and ADB Approves USD 460 Million Loan to Boost Solar-Powered Irrigation
and Rural Energy Infrastructure in Maharashtra
India and ADB Sign $125 Million Loan to Boost Urban Livability and Climate
Resilience in Assam
India and ADB signed a $126 million loan agreement to promote sustainable
tourism in Uttarakhand.

36. Who has been signed as the new brand ambassader for DP World?
DP World & foIE 701 i TaHSI I 91 87
(a) Virat Kohli
(b) Rohit Sharma
(c) Abhishek Sharma
(d) Rishabh Pant
(e) Jasprit Bumrah
Ans. c
Sol. DP World Signs Abhishek Sharma as Brand Ambassador
United Arab Emirates (NewsVoir) DP World, a leading provider of global smart logistics
solutions, signs Indian cricket star Abhishek Sharma as its new brand ambassador;
joining Sachin Tendulkar and Tommy Fleetwood in the company’s growing sports
portfolio.
Sharma had a record-breaking 2025 DP World Asia Cup, scoring 314 runs in seven
innings, earning Player of the Tournament, and reaching No.1 in the ICC Men’s T20I
Batter Rankings with the highest rating ever.
Under this long-term partnership, Sharma will represent DP World in brand initiatives,
media appearances, and digital storytelling, showcasing the company’s values of
performance and innovation.
Recent Brand Ambassador
e Rohit Sharma -1CC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026
e Shafali Verma - Haryana Women’s Commission
e Rahul Dravid - Paradeep Phosphates Limited (PPL)
Virat Kohli and Anushka Sharma - Fintech firm Pay10
Sanju Samson - English Premier League (EPL) in India
Shubhanshu Shukla - Viksit Bharat Buildathon 2025

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

x
-
ambitiousbaba.com \A\:)‘aiw babali Online Test Series

37. How much has the Centre approved to modernise the Semiconductor
Laboratory (SCL) in Mohali?

&% A AigTel # Aftdsaer daivedt (scL) & nyfPptevor & fie fra-t vl veR
DLE?

(a) Rs 1,500 crore

(b) Rs 2,500 crore

(c) Rs 3,500 crore

(d) Rs 4,500 crore

(e) Rs 5,500 crore

Ans. d

Sol. Centre to Invest Rs 4,500 Crore to Modernise Mohali Semiconductor Laboratory,
Boost India’s Chip Manufacturing

Centre to invest Rs 4,500 crore in Semiconductor Laboratory (SCL), Mohali, to
modernise it into one of the world’s most advanced small-node semiconductor centres,
boosting wafer production nearly 100 times and supporting students, researchers, and
startups.

India’s unified national chip roadmap will involve C-DAC, DRDO, top research institutes,
and industry experts to develop cutting-edge fabrication technologies, defence-grade
semiconductors, advanced EDA tools, and high-reliability packaging solutions, moving
beyond the 90 nm technology node.

Chips to Start-up (C2S) initiative has seen 28 student-developed chips fabricated at SCL,
with 113 institutions provided Process Design Kits and 231 silicon numbers allocated;
the expanded SCL facility will support Al, defence electronics, medical tech, automation,
and next-gen smart devices, making it a core driver of India’s deep-tech and startup
ecosystem.

38. The Arunachal Dao, a hand-forged tribal blade, has received the GI tag,
recognising it as a unique craft rooted in Arunachal Pradesh’s cultural heritage.
What is a Dao in the context of the Arunachal Dao’s GI recognition?

SrBUTE &I, 1Y | 941 U Tfearit =i g, ol 61 & firen 8, & 39 sreum=a
TSR 1 ARPTaP fORTHd T JST TH SFIGT HTUE AT 8 | SFumad a1l &1 GI

UguH & feara A e | g2

(a) A traditional musical instrument

(b) A ritual wooden carving

(c) A handwoven tribal garment

(d) A hand-forged tribal blade

(e) A traditional agricultural tool

Ans.d

Sol. Arunachal Dao Receives GI Tag, Preserving Centuries-Old Tribal Metalcraft Tradition
The Arunachal Dao, a hand-forged tribal blade, has received the GI tag, recognising it as
a unique craft rooted in Arunachal Pradesh’s cultural heritage.

The recognition protects centuries-old metalworking traditions and supports
blacksmithing clans who create daos in distinct designs associated with various tribes.
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Several unique items from Arunachal Pradesh with GI status include:
o Wakro Orange
Idu Mishmi textiles
Khamti Rice
Yak Churpi
Wancho wooden craft

39. UPI recorded how much year-on-year growth in transaction count in
November?

4R ® UPI A A¢ S@& § a¥-g3-a9 fha gfs gt a1?

(a) 20%

(b) 25%

(c) 28%

(d) 32%

(e) 35%

Ans. d

Sol. UPI Transactions Surge 32% YoY in November, Reinforcing Digital Payments
Dominance

UPI transactions grew 32% year-on-year in November, crossing 19 billion transactions,
with a 22% annual rise in transaction value; average daily transaction amount reached
X87,721 crore.

November recorded 682 million average daily transactions, higher than 668 million in
October, showing consistent month-on-month growth.

In the first half of 2025, UPI continued to lead India’s digital payments ecosystem with
transactions rising 35% YoY to 106.36 billion.

40. Which airport became India’s first water-positive airport, handling over 40
million passengers?

DI AT RIS 40 FAfra & it a1ty &t SUTe aren WIRd &1 g dlex-
yiferfe TaRUId §41?

(a) Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport

(b) Kempegowda International Airport

(c) Indira Gandhi International Airport

(d) Rajiv Gandhi International Airport

(e) Cochin International Airport

Ans. c

Sol. IGI Airport Becomes India’s First Water-Positive Mega Airport

Indira Gandhi International Airport (IGI) became India’s first airport with over 40
million passengers to be certified as ‘water-positive’, meaning it replenishes more water
than it consumes.

The airport has 625 rainwater harvesting structures, two underground reservoirs (9
million litres), and a 16.6 MLD zero-liquid-discharge STP, enabling extensive water
recycling for HVAC, irrigation, and toilet flushing.
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IGI’s achievement was recognized at the Water Innovation Summit 2025, with DIAL
receiving accolades for achieving Scope [ water neutrality under the NITI Aayog-CII
framework, highlighting efficient water reuse and replenishment systems.

41. Which brand has partnered with the Tata Women'’s Premier League (WPL) as
the Official Beverage Partner for the next two seasons?

AT & We= & fore erer fada MiftrmR & (weL) @1 ST Re e urdR &1
ATR?

(a) Kinley

(b) Aquafina

(c) Himalayan

(d) Bisleri International

(e) Rail Neer

Ans. d

Sol. Bisleri Becomes Official Beverage Partner of Tata Women’s Premier League for 2026
& 2027 Seasons

Bisleri International has been announced as the Official Beverage Partner for the Tata
Women'’s Premier League (WPL) for the next two seasons, starting in 2026, supporting
and promoting the rapid rise of women'’s cricket in India.

The partnership will include limited-edition packs, strong on-ground branding through
visicoolers and iceboxes in team dugouts, plus in-stadium hydration support and digital
fan-engagement initiatives to enhance the overall WPL experience.

Bisleri, already holding 60+ sports associations across India and the UAE, aims to
further strengthen its presence in the sports ecosystem through this collaboration,
reinforcing its commitment to fitness, hydration excellence, and athlete support.

42.India signed a X7,995-crore deal with which country for follow-on support of
the MH-60R Seahawk helicopters?

MH-60R Seahawk GHIBIPR| & WBIdl-3T- HUIC b fol€ HIRA 1 37,995 HIIS BT
it fw o= & Y fean

(a) Russia

(b) France

(c) Israel

(d) USA

(e) Japan

Ans.d

Sol. India Signs X7,995-Crore U.S. Support Deal to Sustain Navy’s MH-60R Seahawk
Helicopter Fleet

India signed a X7,995-crore follow-on support deal with the U.S. to sustain the Indian
Navy’s fleet of 24 MH-60R Seahawk helicopters for five years, covering spares, training,
repairs, and component replenishment.

The agreement, signed under the U.S. Foreign Military Sales (FMS) programme, will
establish in-country repair and maintenance facilities, boosting long-term self-reliance
and supporting the Atmanirbhar Bharat vision through MSME participation.
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The sustainment package will enhance the operational availability of MH-60R
helicopters—advanced, all-weather, multi-mission choppers with anti-submarine
warfare capability—allowing effective deployment from ships and dispersed bases.

43. Which major European defense and aerospace company unveiled the Al-
powered, multi-layered air defense system known as the “Michelangelo Dome,”
aimed at protecting cities and critical infrastructure?

R F frg 93t fEH 3R TuRUT HU 7 AL-UTTS, Ae]-aas TR {3ty
Rireew =1 S, o Ao e Totel SH & AT/ | ST 91T 8, Tt A ag el
IR FE! SRR B & HIT8?

(a) Airbus Defence

(b) Thales Group

(c) BAE Systems

(d) Leonardo

(e) Lockheed Martin

Ans.d

Sol. Leonardo Unveils Al-Powered “Michelangelo Dome” Multi-Layered Air Defense
System for Europe

[talian aerospace and defence giant Leonardo has unveiled the “Michelangelo Dome,” an
Al-powered multi-layered air defence system designed to protect cities and critical
infrastructure from threats like missile attacks and drone swarms.

The system integrates space, air, land, and sea defence platforms, enabling real-time
detection, tracking, interception, and neutralisation of diverse aerial threats,
strengthening Europe’s overall defence readiness.

Leonardo’s CEO announced that the system uses an “open architecture” model, allowing
seamless integration with NATO allies’ existing defense systems, promoting
collaborative and interoperable security operations.

44, Which metro network has been recognized by Guinness World Records as the
world’s longest fully driverless metro?

CaC k| ﬁ@' Aed® Guinness World Records aRT ﬁ’a’ CAR GRS | @ GEE)
STEaRAY Al & FU H T=dl U g3 87

(a) Dubai Metro

(b) Tokyo Metro

(c) Riyadh Metro

(d) London Underground

(e) Delhi Metro

Ans.c

Sol. Riyadh Metro Becomes World’s Longest Driverless Network

Riyadh Metro has been officially recognized by Guinness World Records as the world’s
longest fully driverless metro network, covering 176 km, operating across 6 lines and 85
stations, showcasing Saudi Arabia’s growing leadership in advanced urban mobility.
The metro forms a key part of the King Abdulaziz Project for Riyadh Public Transport, a
major initiative of the Royal Commission for Riyadh City (RCRC), aimed at transforming
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urban transportation with cutting-edge automation and centralized real-time control
(GoA4 driverless model).

Riyadh Metro’s fleet includes 190 fully automated trains from world-renowned
manufacturers like Siemens, Bombardier (Innovia Series), and Alstom (Metropolis
Series), offering high comfort, energy efficiency, and advanced safety features.
Construction of the metro began after contracts were awarded in 2013, with
inauguration completed in November 2024; the project, costing $22.5-25 billion, has
become the backbone of Riyadh’s transport network and the largest driverless metro
system globally.

45. On which date is World Computer Literacy Day observed every year?
o8 HEX H1eRdl faaw g% 9T fy arRa &t 9= Siran 87

(a) 1 December

(b) 2 December

(c) 3 December

(d) 6 December

(e) 7 December

Ans.b

Sol. 2 December - World Computer Literacy Day

World Computer Literacy Day is observed on 2nd December every year to raise
awareness about the importance of computer education and digital skills worldwide.
The day aims to bridge the digital divide, encouraging people, especially those in
underserved communities, to learn basic computing and digital literacy.

46. On which date is the International Day.ef Persons with Disabilities observed
each year?

SARTPIY faivTer feaw &% ure ford i &t wraT ST 32

(a) 1 December

(b) 2 December

(c) 3 December

(d) 4 December

(e) 5 December

Ans. c

Sol. 3 December - World Day of the Handicapped / International Day of Persons with
Disabilities

World Day of the Handicapped, also known as the International Day of Persons with
Disabilities, is observed on 3rd December each year to promote awareness, rights, and
inclusion of people with disabilities globally.

The day emphasizes accessibility, equal opportunities, and empowerment, encouraging
governments, organizations, and communities to remove barriers and support the
participation of persons with disabilities in all aspects of life.
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47.Indian Navy Day commemorates which major operation during the 1971 Indo-
Pak war?

YRR AT fead 1971 & URA-UTH §5 H 5 T SRR @& Jgfa & g
ITdT 7

(a) Operation Vijay

(b) Operation Trident

(c) Operation Flood

(d) Operation Cactus

(e) Operation Blue Star

Ans.b

Sol. 4 December - Indian Navy Day

Indian Navy Day is observed on 4th December every year to commemorate the valor
and achievements of the Indian Navy in safeguarding the nation’s maritime borders.
The day marks the success of Operation Trident during the 1971 Indo-Pak war, when
the Indian Navy carried out a surprise attack on Karachi harbor.

Indian Navy Day highlights the role of the Navy in national security, disaster relief, and
humanitarian missions, showcasing its operational readiness and strategic importance.

48. Who were named the 2025 World Athletes of the Year at the World Athletics
Awards?

IS QYA ATy H 2025 968 TYHIeH 3T ¢ $A% fhd g1 T/™m?

(a) Armand Duplantis and Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone

(b) Maria Perez and Sabastian Sawe

(c) Emmanuel Wanyonyi and Nicola Olyslagers

(d) Edmund Serem and Zhang Jiale

(e) Usain Bolt and Allyson Felix

Ans. a

Sol. Armand Duplantis and Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone Crowned 2025 World Athletes
of the Year

Armand Duplantis (Sweden) and Sydney McLaughlin-Levrone (USA) were named 2025
World Athletes of the Year at the World Athletics Awards, recognizing their record-
breaking performances in pole vault and 400 metres respectively.

Duplantis broke the men’s pole vault world record four times and remained unbeaten in
all 16 competitions, becoming the first male pole vaulter in modern history to stay
undefeated in a single event for two consecutive years.

McLaughlin-Levrone set a 42-year-old World Championship record in the 400 metres
and became the first athlete to win world titles in both the 400m flat and 400m hurdles,
also earning the women’s track athlete of the year award.

49. What is InDApp, recently launched by the National Industries Research and
Development Council (NIRDC)?

AR S N T Saaufic SIS (NIRDC) A 8Td &1 A InDApp @i far
2, U8 137

(a) A financial loan scheme

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

x
-
ambitiousbaba.com \A\:)‘aiw babali Online Test Series

(b) A digital single-window platform for MSMEs

(c) A new export policy

(d) An industrial training program

(e) A government subsidy scheme

Ans.b

Sol. India’s Indigenous Single-Window Digital Platform to Boost MSME Ease of Doing
Business

National Industries Research and Development Council (NIRDC) launched InDApp, an
indigenously developed single-window digital platform unveiled by MoS B. L. Verma to
enhance ease of doing business for MSMEs by improving access to approvals, market
information, and nationwide business opportunities.

InDApp integrates physical outreach with digital services, enabling MSMEs across all
sectors and regions to access critical information on industrial opportunities, export
schemes, subsidies, technology upgrades, and market trends through one unified
channel.

Developed in collaboration with seven Union Ministries, the platform strengthens inter-
ministerial coordination and supports entrepreneurs in driving innovation, improving
transparency, accelerating growth, and boosting the competitiveness of India’'s MSME
ecosystem.

50. Who inaugurated the Saras Ajeevika Food Festival 2025 in New Delhi?

7% feeeh ® Oy Seiifa®T e wikead 2025 F1 3wt fHam frarn

(a) Nitin Gadkari

(b) Smriti Irani

(c) Shivraj Singh Chouhan

(d) Narendra Singh Tomar

(e) Piyush Goyal

Ans. c

Sol. Shivraj Singh Chouhan Inaugurates Saras Ajeevika Food Festival 2025 Showcasing
Culinary Culture of 25 States

Rural Development Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan inaugurated the Saras Ajeevika Food
Festival 2025 in New Delhi, showcasing food that reflects the cultural vibrancy of 25
states, with the event’s motto highlighting taste, self-reliance, and indigenous products.
Around 300 Lakhpati Didis and women from Self-Help Groups (SHGs) across the
country are participating in the festival, which will continue till 9th of this month.
Chouhan praised the Lakhpati Didis for their dedication and empowerment, stating that
their hard work has written a new chapter of progress, development, and prosperity.

51. Which two public sector banks signed an MoU to collaborate on a Centre of
Excellence in Strategic Partnership?

fra q ardeiie 87 & doi 7 Kefore uidRRu & fig der oife TRl w®
TN & forg MoU T fpam?

(a) SBI and PNB

(b) Bol and Bank of Baroda
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(c) SBI and Bank of India

(d) PNB and Canara Bank

(e) SBI and IDBI Bank

Ans. c

Sol. SBI and Bank of India Sign MoU to Establish Centre of Excellence for Strategic
Partnership and Project Financing

SBI and Bank of India signed an MoU to jointly establish a Centre of Excellence in
Strategic Partnership, aiming to boost leadership, expertise, and innovation in project
financing across India.

The collaboration will focus on co-financing major infrastructure and industrial
projects, strengthening the banks’ role and brand presence in corporate and project
financing.

The partnership includes capacity-building initiatives such as employee training and
leadership development, ensuring availability of skilled professionals in project
financing amid rising national demand.

52. RBI has retained SBI, HDFC Bank, and ICICI Bank as Domestic Systemically
Important Banks (D-SIBs) for 2025, keeping.them.in the same bucketing structure
as the previous year. As per RBI's D-SIB norms, what isithe additional CET1 capital
buffer SBI must maintain over its Risk-Weighted Assets (RWAs) due to its highest
systemic importance?

RBI A 2025 & fTU sBI, HDFC 9% 3R 1CICI 9% P SR R el gulde d&
(D-SIB) & 9k TR §HTU ¥@T 8, 3R 38 IS T & a9 i1 aRR A g1 7@ 8| RBI
& D-SIB AR & gaTfae®, SBI &I 30+ R¥h-dds THeH (RWAs) TR fhasTT TaReT
CET1 $fUcd 9% TG 81, Fife 9 Jad el R e guidy ara 82

(2) 0.20%

(b) 0.40%

(c) 0.60%

(d) 0.80%

(e) 1.00%

Ans. d

Sol. RBI Retains SBI, HDFC Bank and ICICI Bank as D-SIBs in 2025 List with Unchanged
Bucketing Structure

RBI has retained SBI, HDFC Bank, and ICICI Bank as Domestic Systemically Important
Banks (D-SIBs) for 2025, keeping them in the same bucketing structure as the previous
year.

The additional CET1 requirement is set at 0.80% for SBI, 0.40% for HDFC Bank, and
0.20% for ICICI Bank, which will be over and above the Capital Conservation Buffer.
Under the D-SIB framework, RBI publicly discloses the names of systemically important
banks (since 2015) and places them in buckets based on their Systemic Importance
Scores (SIS).
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Foreign banks operating in India that are classified as G-SIBs must maintain an
additional CET1 surcharge proportionate to their India Risk-Weighted Assets (RWAs), as
prescribed by their home regulator.

53. Who has taken additional charge as the Director General of the Border
Security Force (BSF)?

SR RS it (BsF) & STaRGeR SFRd &1 ufSee = foram forar 82

(a) Daljit Singh Chawdhary

(b) Praveen Kumar

(c) Rakesh Asthana

(d) Sanjay Arora

(e) Vivek Johri

Ans.b

Sol. Praveen Kumar Takes Additional Charge as BSF Director General

Praveen Kumar, ITBP Director General, has taken additional charge as BSF DG, following
the retirement of Daljit Singh Chawdhary; the handover unusually took place in Raipur
during the DGs-IGs national police conference.

Kumar is a 1993-batch IPS officer of the West Bengal cadre, previously serving in the
Intelligence Bureau and as DIG in the Naxal-affected Midnapore Range before becoming
the 35th ITBP DG in October 2025.

As ITBP DG, he announced 10 all-woman forward posts along the India-China border,
covering the stretch between Karakoram Pass (Ladakh) and Diphu La (Arunachal
Pradesh).

54.In December 2025, who has been appointed as Executive Director of the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)?

faiaR 2025 ¥, f5a uRd frord 9% (RBI) @1 TEHgfea SRR e fosar
54

(a) Shaktikanta Das

(b) Usha Janakiraman

(c) Sonali Sen Gupta

(d) Sanjay Kumar Hansda

(e) Urjit Patel

Ans.b

Sol. RBI Appoints CA Usha Janakiraman as New Executive Director

Usha Janakiraman appointed as Executive Director of RBI, bringing over three decades
of experience in central banking.

Prior to this promotion, she served as Chief General Manager-in-Charge, Department of
Regulation, Central Office, Mumbai, handling regulation, banking supervision, public
debt, currency management, and other key areas.

As Executive Director, Janakiraman will oversee the Department of Supervision (Risk,
Analytics, and Vulnerability Assessment); she is a qualified Chartered Accountant.
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55. Who has been appointed as the Managing Director and Chief Knowledge
Officer of the World Bank Group?

fay 9% Tug & AT STaRTER iR A ATaw iR & ¥ u I {5 frgaa fan
T §?

(a) Kristalina Georgieva

(b) Paschal Donohoe

(c) David Malpass

(d) Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala

(e) Raghuram Rajan

Ans.b

Sol. Paschal Donohoe Appointed as World Bank Group’s MD and CKO

Paschal Donohoe has been appointed as Managing Director and Chief Knowledge Officer
of the World Bank Group.
Donohoe previously served as Ireland’s Minister for Finance since January 2025 and as
President of the Eurogroup of finance ministers from July 2020, bringing extensive
experience in both public and private sectors.
His achievements include nearly a decade at Procter & Gamble and recognitions such as
European of the Year by the European Movement of Ireland and Chevalier de la Légion
d’Honneur from the French Government.
Recent Appointments in Foreign
e 12th Director-General of UNESCO - Khaled El-Enany of Egypt (replaec Audrey
Azoulay); first Arab
Virginia’s Lieutenant Governor - Indian-Origin Ghazala Hashmi (First Muslim
and South Asian American)
First-ever female Archbishop of Canterbury - Dame Sarah Mullally (replaec
Justin Welby
Vinay Kumar appointed as India’s Ambassador to Russia
India’s High Commissioner to Ghana - Manish Gupta
President of the International Paralympic Committee (IPC) - Andrew Parsons;
3rd times

56. Which foundation has been officially recognised by the National Council for
Vocational Education and Training (NCVET) as an Awarding Body (Standard) with
the authority to certify learners across India?

Pt SRS g SR ufkigmor uRug (NCVET) T f5¥ BTISM ®T Awarding
Body (Standard) & %9 # 3f¥e1R® Ar=uar <t 5 8, oY ¥ R # Rrenfday #)
THIOT HRA BT TSR Wl 82

(a) Reliance Skills Foundation

(b) Adani Skills and Education Foundation

(c) Tata Skills Development Foundation

(d) Infosys Foundation

(e) Mahindra Pride Schools

Ans.b
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Sol. NCVET Recognises Adani Skills and Education Foundation as Awarding Body for
Port Logistics Training

NCVET has recognised Adani Skills and Education Foundation as an Awarding Body
(Standard) with PAN-India jurisdiction, enabling it to certify learners across the country.
The foundation is now authorised to award and certify qualifications in the port logistics
sector, ensuring structured, accountable, and quality-assured vocational training.
NCVET has approved its first qualification in Port Management, addressing the growing
demand for a skilled workforce in one of India’s rapidly expanding sectors.

57. Which three women cricketers were promoted to Officer on Special Duty
(Sports) by Indian Railways?

SI-41 i Afgen frdre ATl o WRdH Yad §RT SThaR 3T W=Td St
(TIEH) & Ug IR Ugrad foar war?

(a) Mithali Raj, Harmanpreet Kaur, Smriti Mandhana

(b) Pratika Rawal, Sneh Rana, Renuka Singh Thakur

(c) Deepti Sharma, Shafali Verma, Jemimah Rodrigues

(d) Pooja Vastrakar, Taniya Bhatia, Harleen Deol

(e) Smriti Mandhana, Jhulan Goswami, Shikha Pandey

Ans.b

Sol. Indian Railways Promotes Women’s World Cup Cricket Champions Pratika Rawal,
Sneh Rana, and Renuka Singh Thakur to OSD (Sports)

Indian Railways has promoted Pratika Rawal, Sneh Rana, and Renuka Singh Thakur to
the Group ‘B’ Officer post of OSD (Sports) through Out-of-Turn Promotion, recognising
their key contributions to India’s 2025 ICC Women’s World Cup victory.

The promotion grants them Group ‘B’ Gazetted Officer status under Level-8 of the 7th
CPC, providing financial security along with additional administrative responsibilities
within the Railway Sports Promotion Board.

All three players — serving earlier as clerks in Northern Railway — were felicitated at
Rail Bhawan, and their promotions highlight Indian Railways’ commitment to
supporting and honouring exceptional sporting talent.

58. Who has taken over as Director General (Inspection & Safety) at Air HQ on 1
December 2025?

1 feaR 2025 @1 A gETaY § AR (FRter iR JRem & wu | fram
STIYR FUTAT 37

(a) Air Marshal Makarand Bhaskar Ranade

(b) Air Marshal Raghunath Nambiar

(c) Air Marshal Tejbir Singh

(d) Air Marshal Sandeep Singh

(e) Air Marshal Pankaj Mohan Sinha

Ans. c

Sol. Air Marshal Tejbir Singh Assumes Charge as Director General (Inspection & Safety)
at Air Headquarters
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Air Marshal Tejbir Singh assumed charge as Director General (Inspection & Safety) at
Air Headquarters on 01 December 2025, succeeding Air Marshal Makarand Bhaskar
Ranade, who retired on 30 November 2025.
With a 37-year distinguished career, he has served in key roles including Air Attaché to
Bangladesh, Senior Directing Staff (Air) at NDC, and Assistant Chief of Air Staff
(Operations-Transport & Helicopters); he is also an alumnus of the Royal College of
Defence Studies, UK.
He has been honoured with prestigious awards such as the Vayu Sena Medal (2010) and
the Ati Vishisht Seva Medal (2018) in recognition of his exceptional service to the Indian
Air Force.
Recent Appointments in Defence Sector
e Controller General of Defence Accounts (CGDA) - Vishvajit Sahay
e 40th Chief of Materiel, Indian Navy - Vice Admiral B. Sivakumar
e DG of the National Cadet Corps (NCC) - Lieutenant General Virendra Vats
(replace Gurbirpal Singh)
Director General of Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) - Praveen Kumar
(replace Rahul Rasgotra)
Director General of the Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) - Praveer
Ranjan (replace Rajwinder Singh Bhatti)

59. The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has mandated pre-installation
of the Sanchar Saathi mobile app on all mobile handsets manufactured or
imported for India, ensuring the app is clearly visible and accessible during first
use, with no key functions hidden or restricted. Under which rules is the
government authorized to issue directions to manufacturers regarding IMEI-
related compliance?

fSurddic 3w SRS (DoT) A URA P g TG TR AT 3UNE fopw g ot
HiaTgd fede W HIR A Aiargd QU BT i-SReTae s dt o fear €, @i ug
5T 81 b P VU Ugell R STAHTA B IR 910 foa iR vady fovar o uss, ok
Dig U TRt o= iUt a1 AT A 91w | 5= frael & a8d SRR &1 IMEI 9 98
PUATEH & TR A AGhaRy B (1 TR} 1 &1 IRPBR 87

(a) Digital India Rules

(b) Telecom Cyber Security Rules

(c) Information Technology Act Rules

(d) Mobile Safety Guidelines

(e) Cyber Finance Rules

Ans. c

Sol. DoT Mandates Pre-Installation of Sanchar Saathi App on All Mobile Devices to
Strengthen Telecom Cyber Security

The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has mandated pre-installation of the
Sanchar Saathi mobile app on all mobile handsets manufactured or imported for India,
ensuring the app is clearly visible and accessible during first use, with no key functions
hidden or restricted.
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Manufacturers and importers must comply within 90 days, and submit compliance
reports within 120 days; devices already produced must receive the app through
software updates.

Sanchar Saathi, a DoT initiative, helps users verify handset authenticity (IMEI check),
block stolen phones, report fraud, check active mobile connections, and access trusted
contact details of banks and financial institutions.

The move follows cyber-security concerns under the Telecom Cyber Security (TCS)
Rules, addressing issues like duplicate/spoofed IMEI numbers, second-hand market
fraud, and misuse of stolen/blacklisted devices, supporting stronger enforcement and
user protection.

60. What is the primary objective of the Ministry of Coal's newly simplified
approval mechanism for exploration programs and Geological Reports (GRs)?
P HATAT S TIHERL T 3R foreiorea R (GRs) & fore ¢ s
Iyad RiIveH T Y- UHAE FT13?

(a) To increase coal prices

(b) To fast-track approvals, enhance transparency, and improve ease of doing business
(c) To reduce the number of private agencies

(d) To stop coal exploration activities

(e) To merge all exploration agencies

Ans.b

Sol. Coal Ministry Unveils Simplified Approval System to Fast-Track Exploration and
Geological Reports

Ministry of Coal has introduced a simplified approval mechanism for exploration
programs and Geological Reports (GRs) for coal and lignite blocks, replacing the earlier
methodology and removing the need for the 2022 approval committee, ensuring faster
and more transparent processing.

The new system allows Notified Accredited Prospecting Agencies (APAs) accredited by
QCI-NABET, along with mandatory peer review by another APA, to prepare and validate
reports, strengthening the technical robustness of exploration activities.

The reform shows the Government’s strong confidence in private-sector capabilities,
leveraging their efficiency, technology, and innovation to modernise India's coal
exploration ecosystem while maintaining strict transparency and high technical
standards.

The simplified process will reduce approval timelines by at least 3 months, enabling
quicker operationalisation of coal blocks, improving ease of doing business, accelerating
exploration, and contributing to the long-term sustainability and security of India's coal
resources.

61. Which scheme recently crossed 8.34 crore enrolments according to Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman?

I I TS A BT € A 8.34 HAS AP UR fhu &, S fos oy w= fAefe
CIGIRGIE LI
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(a) Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana

(b) Atal Pension Yojana

(c) Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan

(d) National Pension System

(e) PM-KISAN

Ans.b

Sol. APY Enrolments Cross 8.34 Crore with Strong 48% Participation from Women

Atal Pension Yojana (APY) enrolments have crossed 8.34 crore, as informed by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in the Lok Sabha; 48% of total subscribers are women,
highlighting strong female participation.

Launched in May 2015, APY aims to provide a universal social security system,
especially for unorganised-sector workers; it is open to individuals aged 18-40 years
with a savings or post-office account.

Pension benefits begin after 60 years of age, with large-scale disbursals expected from
2035; awareness has been boosted through advertisements, brochures in 13 vernacular
languages, and virtual training for field workers.

Awareness initiatives by NABARD, NCFE, NRLM, SRLMs, and digital onboarding via
internet banking, mobile apps, and bank portals have accelerated adoption; the scheme
is implemented through Department of Posts and a wide network of banks under
PFRDA.

62. What new name has been given to the Prime Minister’s Office (PMO)?

UYTHA FTafed (PMO) &1 4T T4 4T 36T 747 872

(a) Seva Dham

(b) Kartavya Kendra

(c) Rashtriya Seva Sadan

(d) Seva Tirth

(e) Lok Seva Bhavan

Ans. d

Sol. PMO Renamed ‘Seva Tirth’ as Raj Bhavan and Raj Niwas Become Lok Bhavan and
Lok Niwas in Major Governance Shift

The Prime Minister’s Office (PMO) has been renamed ‘Seva Tirth’, while Raj Bhavan and
Raj Niwas across the country will now be known as Lok Bhavan and Lok Niwas, marking
a symbolic shift from authority to service in governance.

Home Minister Amit Shah stated that this change reflects the Modi government’s 11-
year philosophy of ‘seva over satta’, where the Prime Minister considers himself the
Pradhan Sevak and works round the clock for the people.

The new Seva Tirth complex, earlier called the Executive Enclave under the Central Vista
project, will house the PMO, Cabinet Secretariat, National Security Council Secretariat,
and India House, strengthening India’s administrative and diplomatic infrastructure.
The renaming is seen as part of a broader cultural and ideological transition, with
governance moving from “power to responsibility” and “authority to service”, supported
by reforms like naming the Central Secretariat as Kartavya Bhavan.
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63. Who has taken charge as the new Managing Director of LIC?
LIC & T8 UeY fAeerer & U # fraa STIUR JuHTen 872
(a) Siddhartha Mohanty
(b) V. Ramesh
(c) Ramakrishnan Chander
(d) T. S. Ramakrishnan
(e) Pankaj Jain
Ans. c
Sol. Ramakrishnan Chander Takes Charge as New Managing Director of LIC
Ramakrishnan Chander has assumed charge as the Managing Director of LIC, succeeding
his previous role as Chief Investment Officer (CIO) and Executive Director of the
Investment (Front Office) Department.
He brings over 35 years of experience, having joined LIC in 1990 and served in multiple
key roles including Senior Divisional Manager, Regional Manager (Marketing & P&GS),
and Executive Director of International Operations.
As CIO, he managed one of India's largest investment portfolios, strengthening LIC’s
investment returns and contributing significantly to financial performance and
innovation in the insurance sector.
About Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC)

e Founded - 1 September 1956

e Headquarters - Mumbai, Maharashtra

e Chairperson - R. Doraiswamy

64. Who has created history by becoming the first full-time woman Vice-
Chancellor of Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University in its 100-year
journey since 1923?

1923 & fayfaena™ &t 100 ITE Ht =1 A UGl QuidTias Afger paufd a6
gfagr feaa v g2

(a) Dr. Madhavi Chavare

(b) Dr. Neeta Kulkarni

(c) Dr. Shalini Deshpande

(d) Dr. Manali Kshirsagar

(e) Dr. Priya Wankhede

Ans.d

Sol. Dr. Manali Kshirsagar Becomes First Full-Time Woman Vice-Chancellor of Nagpur
University

Dr. Manali Kshirsagar has become the first full-time woman Vice-Chancellor of
Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur University, taking over from acting VC Dr.
Madhavi Chavare and marking a historic milestone in the university’s 100-year history
since 1923.

She plans to introduce technology-driven and innovative academic courses aimed at
improving student employability and aligning university education with modern
industry requirements.
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Announced by Maharashtra Governor and Chancellor Acharya Devvrat, Dr. Kshirsagar
begins her five-year term with a focus on academic modernization and preparing
students with future-ready skills.

65. The 10th edition of the Vedanta Pink City Half Marathon was held in which
city?

dgiar it R 1% ARTY BT 1001 W¥H01 foh TR & Srafora favar

(a) Mumbai

(b) Delhi

(c) Udaipur

(d) Jaipur

(e) Bengaluru

Ans. d

Sol. Harmanpreet Kaur joins hands as brand ambassador of Vedanta Pink City Half
Marathon 2025

The 10th Vedanta Pink City Half Marathon (VPCHM) concluded with massive
participation, bringing together nearly 15,000 runners to support Vedanta’s
#RunForZeroHunger movement.

The event successfully raised 1 lakh Poshan Packs for children at Nand Ghars, Vedanta’s
flagship social impact initiative focused on nutrition, health, and transformation of
anganwadis across India.

The marathon was flagged off in Jaipur by Priya Agarwal Hebbar and Harmanpreet Kaur,
with support from Vedanta and organization by AnyBody Can Run (ABCR), emphasizing
community spirit and social responsibility.

66. Women and Child Development Minister Annapurna Devi will launch a 100-
day awareness campaign for a Child Marriage-Free Bharat in New Delhi, marking
the one-year anniversary of the ‘Bal Vivah Mukt Bharat’ campaign. Which
ministries are coordinating with the Women and Child Development Ministry for
this campaign?

afgen 3R aret faewrr @it sraquit 3t =1 feeeh & a1 faaTs-goa uRa & e 100
& &1 SR war SIfHT 3 S, S ard faare gaa WRa i & ugelt
AARRE W gR1 I 59 i & forg afgen ok a1 e s s ay s @
HATCIY HISATTSAC PRI 87

(a) Finance and Defence, Panchayati Raj, Rural Development, and Education

(b) Home and Labour, Panchayati Raj, Rural Development, and Education

(c) Health and Family Welfare, Panchayati Raj, Rural Development, and Education

(d) Agriculture and Commerce, Panchayati Raj, Rural Development, and Education

(e) Culture and Tourism, Panchayati Raj, Rural Development, and Education

Ans. c

Sol. Annapurna Devi to Launch 100-Day National Campaign for a Child Marriage-Free
Bharat
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Women and Child Development Minister Annapurna Devi will launch a 100-day
awareness campaign for a Child Marriage-Free Bharat in New Delhi, marking the one-
year anniversary of the ‘Bal Vivah Mukt Bharat’ campaign.

The campaign will feature the National Pledge to End Child Marriage, a film showcasing
inspiring stories, and testimonies from frontline champions, highlighting collective
progress and reinforcing momentum for the next phase.

The initiative will engage citizens, institutions, and community leaders nationwide,
implemented in coordination with the Ministries of Health and Family Welfare,
Panchayati Raj, Rural Development, and Education to ensure extensive grassroots reach.

67. How many new Atal Tinkering Labs does the government plan to establish in
schools across India?

%mawﬂ?ﬁg?ﬁﬁwnmﬁw 3rcd fawfan a9 wfud $31 & Qo1 9971 381
?

(a) 10,000

(b) 25,000

(c) 35,000

(d) 45,000

(e) 50,000

Ans. e

Sol. Government to Set Up 50,000 New Atal Tinkering Labs Across Schools to Boost
Innovation

The Government plans to establish 50,000 new Atal Tinkering Labs (ATLs) in schools
across India, aiming to foster innovation, creativity, and problem-solving skills among
students.

Over 10,000 ATLs have already been set up under the Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) of
NITI Aayog, initiated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to promote research and
innovation at the school level.

The initiative was highlighted in the Union Budget 2025-26 by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, emphasizing the government’s commitment to nurturing curiosity,
scientific temper, and innovative thinking among young students over the next five
years.

68. Who is being honoured with a customised ‘My Stamp’ by India Post on his birth
centenary?

HRA URE GRT 9 XATeg] IR fod pecHTgSS HIS WH & 1Y T foar
(a) Prathap C Reddy

(b) Pottipatti Obul Reddy

(c) Manoj M.

(d) Ratan Tata

(e) Narayana Murthy

Ans. c

Sol. India Post Releases Commemorative ‘My Stamp’ to Honour P. Obul Reddy on His
Birth Centenary
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India Post released a customised commemorative ‘My Stamp’ to honour the birth
centenary of industrialist and Nippo Batteries founder Pottipatti Obul Reddy, unveiled in
Chennai by Manoj M., Director of Postal Services.

P. Obul Reddy was instrumental in the Indo-Japanese collaboration with Matsushita
(Panasonic) in 1972, leading to the founding of Indo National Ltd (Nippo Batteries),
which became India’s second-largest dry-cell manufacturer.

The centenary celebrations highlight Reddy’s contributions to industry, philanthropy,
and Carnatic music, inspiring citizens to uphold the values of integrity, purpose, and
giving back to society.

69. Which organization has signed an MoU with Reliance Jio to introduce a safety
alert system on National Highways?

DI AT WS IAPHI ISTHNT 4R Y& 3ere RiveH = He & forg Reamdw ot &
HIY MoU WR g¥T&id far

(a) Ministry of Road Transport

(b) NITI Aayog

(c) NHAI

(d) IRDAI

(e) Ministry of Telecom

Ans. c

Sol. NHAI Partners with Reliance Jio to Launch Telecom-Based Safety Alert System on
National Highways

NHAI signs MoU with Reliance Jio to introduce a telecom-based safety alert system
across National Highways, aiming to enhance road safety for commuters.

Travellers will receive real-time alerts via SMS; WhatsApp, and high-priority calls about
accident-prone stretches, stray-cattle zones, fog-affected areas, and emergency
diversions, using Jio’s 4G and 5G network.

The system will be integrated with NHAI's digital platforms like the ‘Rajmargyatra’ app
and emergency helpline 1033, providing early warnings without additional roadside
hardware, and similar collaborations are planned with other telecom providers.
Recent MoU

e Bisleri Becomes Official Beverage Partner of Tata Women'’s Premier League for
2026 & 2027 Seasons
C-DOT and IIT Roorkee Join Hands to Establish Centre of Excellence for Advanced
Communication Technologies
BEL & Safran Sign JV to manufacture HAMMER Precision Weapon in India
CSIR Signs Pact with Industrial Corridor Corporation to Boost Innovation and High-
Tech R&D Ecosystems
Engineers India Signs MoU with NMDC Energy to Boost Onshore Oil, Gas, and Green
Energy Projects in Saudi Arabia

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

x
-
ambitiousbaba.com \A\:)‘aiw babali Online Test Series

70. Recently, five traditional products from Tamil Nadu were granted the
Geographical Indications (GI) tag. Which of the following is NOT among the newly
GI-tagged products from Tamil Nadu?

B1a 81 §, affre1g & Ui yRuR® Wisaey &1 rannfrea 3i3d=r (61) 2 fea
T | 379 B T a1 & U G- a1 Msaey W =fire 81 82

(a) Woraiyur cotton sari

(b) Thooyamalli rice

(c) Kavindapadi naatu sakkarai

(d) Kanchipuram silk saree

(e) Ambasamudram choppu saman

Ans. d

Sol. Tamil Nadu’s Five Traditional Products Earn GI Tag, Taking State’s Total to 74

Five traditional products from Tamil Nadu — Woraiyur cotton sari, Kavindapadi naatu
sakkarai (jaggery powder), Namakkal makkal pathirangal (soapstone cookware),
Thooyamalli rice, and Ambasamudram choppu saman (wooden toys) — have been
awarded the GI tag, showcasing the State’s cultural and agricultural richness.

With these additions, Tamil Nadu now holds 74 GI-tagged products, as confirmed by IPR
attorney P. Sanjai Gandhi, who filed the applications for the respective groups.

The newly recognised products include items rooted in centuries-old traditions, such as
Woraiyur saris woven along the Cauvery, Kavindapadi jaggery powder made from
sugarcane grown in Erode, and Thooyamalli rice cultivated during the sambha season.
Namakkal’s ancient soapstone cookware and Ambasamudram’s 200-year-old wooden
toy craft also received GI recognition, highlighting the State’s artisanal legacy and long-
preserved techniques passed down through generations.

71. Cashfree has partnered with which glebal institution to enhance cross-border
payment processing in India?

YR § IY-a1e3 FHe UIARIT B Aeigd B3 & 1T Cashfree 7 fha afye wwr
& 1Y AR F1 32

(a) Citi Bank

(b) HSBC

(c) J.P. Morgan Payments

(d) Standard Chartered

(e) World Bank

Ans. c

Sol. Cashfree partners with J.P. Morgan Payments to strengthen compliant cross-border

payment processing in India

Cashfree has partnered with J.P. Morgan Payments, making J.P. Morgan an Authorised
Dealer Category-I (AD-I) bank for the company, enabling compliant processing of import
transactions under RBI’s Payment Aggregator regulations.

The collaboration aims to remove payment-related barriers for global businesses by
combining ].P. Morgan’s global credibility with Cashfree’s homegrown innovation,
offering secure, transparent, and reliable cross-border settlements.
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With India's cross-border e-commerce market projected to reach USD 1 trillion by 2030,
the partnership seeks to simplify regulatory complexities and help international brands
enter the Indian market faster and more compliantly.

72. CRISIL revised India’s GDP growth forecast for the current financial year to
what level?
goa faw a9 & e cRISIL A URA Bt 6DP i S 1 {5 TR a9 Sern ?
(a) 6%
(b) 6.2%
(c) 6.5%
(d) 7%
() 7.5%
Ans. d
Sol. CRISIL raises India’s GDP growth forecast to 7% for FY25 after stronger-than-
expected first-half performance
CRISIL revised India’s GDP growth forecast to 7% for the current financial year, citing
stronger-than-expected 8% growth in the first half, driven mainly by robust private
consumption, manufacturing, and services.
Despite real GDP growth of 8.2% in Q2, nominal GDP growth remained moderate at
8.7% due to easing inflation; growth is expected to slow to 6.1% in the second half due
to factors like higher U.S. tariffs.
GDP Projection List 2025
o [IMF-6.4% (FY26); 6.2% (FY27)
e World Bank - 6.5% (FY26)
o EY-6.7%(FY26)
e S&P Global Ratings - 6.5% (FY26)
Fitch Rating - 6.9% (FY25)
SBI - 6.35 (FY26)
Nomura - 6.2 % (FY26)
India Ratings & Research - 6.3% (FY26)

73. What was the total GST collection in November after the first full month of rate
cuts?

GST &R Petdl & Ugd TR Al & 91¢ T9aR B $d GST IIE fha-m un

(a) X1.5 lakh crore

(b) X1.6 lakh crore

(c) X1.7 lakh crore

(d) X1.8 lakh crore

(e) X1.9 lakh crore

Ans. c

Sol. GST collection moderates after rate cuts to 31.7 lakh crore in November
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The first full month after the GST rate cut showed a moderate 0.7% rise in total GST
collections, reaching X1.7 lakh crore in November, though officials stated that overall
consumption momentum remains positive.
Domestic GST revenues fell by 2.3% to X1.24 lakh crore, while GST from imports grew
over 10% to around 46,000 crore, reflecting differing trends in domestic and
international demand.
Tax experts noted that GST collections reflect consumption patterns, whereas GDP
growth is influenced by broader factors like government spending and investment; the
recent GST 2.0 rate reduction also contributed to the muted collection figures.
GST Collection of Previous Months

e July 2025 - 1.96 lakh crore

o August 2025 - 1.86 lakh crore

o September 2025 - 1.89 lakh crore

e October 2025 - 1.96 lakh crore

74. Which phrase has Oxford University Press selected as the Word of the Year
2025?

JTFIPTS gi-afeiel BT 2025 & AT a9 &1 Xeg DI AT AT S?

(a) Clickbait

(b) Rage bait

(c) Misinformation

(d) Viral trend

(e) Social trolling

Ans.b

Sol. Oxford University Press Names “Rage Bait” as Word of the Year 2025

Oxford University Press has named “rage bait” as the Word of the Year 2025 — a phrase
that refers to online content deliberately designed to provoke anger; outrage or shock to
drive engagement.

The usage of “rage bait” has reportedly tripled over the past year, reflecting how digital
content and social media algorithms are increasingly rewarding emotionally provocative
material.

The selection points to a larger cultural shift in 2025: from curiosity-driven “clickbait” to
emotion-driven online behaviour — highlighting concerns about misinformation, digital
wellbeing, and the ethics of engagement in the internet age.

75. DRDO successfully conducted a high-speed rocket-sled test of a fighter aircraft
escape system at the Rail Track Rocket Sled facility in Chandigarh, validating
canopy severance, ejection sequencing, and complete aircrew recovery. Which
organisations collaborated with DRDO for this test?

DRDO  TE17T¢ T ¥ ¢ Idbe Taol BRI H TP WIgex TURHITE T&hY Rived
BT g1 -T1S b -l ¢ Ahadgd® T, orRad i Ga¥w, soe=
WA 3R I varep Rpad) o1 Aferse forar T 59 e & e fra
SMFTEAE A DRDO & HIY HIdAde fpar

(a) ISRO and ADA
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(b) ADA and HAL

(c) IAF and BEL

(d) HAL and ISRO

(e) BEL and ADA

Ans.b

Sol. DRDO Successfully Tests Fighter Aircraft Escape System, Marks Major Milestone in
Indigenous Defence Capability

DRDO successfully conducted a high-speed rocket-sled test of a fighter aircraft escape
system at the Rail Track Rocket Sled facility in Chandigarh, validating canopy severance,
ejection sequencing, and complete aircrew recovery.

The test, conducted in collaboration with ADA and HAL, involved dynamic ejection using
a dual-sled system and an instrumented Anthropomorphic Test Dummy to record
critical loads, moments, and accelerations, placing India among a select group of nations
with advanced in-house escape system testing capability.

The successful test was lauded by Raksha Mantri Rajnath Singh and DRDO Chairman Dr.
Samir V. Kamat as a significant milestone for India’s indigenous defence self-reliance
and technological advancement.

76. When is International Volunteer Day obsenved each.year?

SfRT¥Ty Wae faaw g ATe Sd A1 o1l o7

(a) 1 December

(b) 5 December

(c) 6 December

(d) 7 December

(e) 8 December

Ans.b

Sol. 5 December - International Volunteer Day

International Volunteer Day (IVD) is observed annually on 5 December to recognise and
promote the tireless efforts of volunteers worldwide who contribute to social, economic,
and environmental development.

The day highlights the role of volunteering in addressing global challenges, fostering
community engagement, and promoting peace, solidarity, and sustainable development.
Governments, organizations, and communities use IVD to honour volunteers, encourage
participation in volunteer initiatives, and raise awareness about the impact of volunteer
work across various sectors.

77. When is World Soil Day observed each year?
Iy go1 faaw &% 91a +d 99T ST 32

(a) 1 December

(b) 5 December

(c) 6 December

(d) 7 December

(e) 8 December

Ans.b
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Sol. 5 December - World Soil Day

World Soil Day is observed annually on 5 December to raise awareness about the
importance of healthy soil and its role in sustaining ecosystems, agriculture, and food
security.

The day emphasizes sustainable soil management to combat soil degradation, erosion,
and nutrient depletion, ensuring long-term productivity and environmental health.

78. The RBI reduced the Policy Repo Rate by 25 basis points to 5.25%, setting the
SDF rate at 5% and the MSF/Bank Rate at 5.5%; all six MPC members voted
unanimously for the rate cut. What stance did the MPC decide to continue with?

RBI 7 UTTRRIT YUY Y€ &Y 25 9% UT§eH UeTdhR 5.25% BT, SDF I 5% 3R
MSF/d& 3T 5.5% d9 f&ar; 92ft 8 Mpc 9ol A ¥e e & e gdgwfa d gic
a1 Mpc A fra v@ F) Y A BT e fpan

(a) Accommodative
(b) Tightening
(c) Hawkish
(d) Neutral
(e) Dovish
Ans. d
Sol. Policy repo rate cut by 25 basis points to 5.25%
The RBI reduced the Policy Repo Rate by 25 basis points to 5.25%, setting the SDF rate
at 5% and the MSF/Bank Rate at 5.5%; all six MPC members voted unanimously for the
rate cut.
RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra stated in Mumbai that the MPC has decided to maintain a
neutral stance.
The RBI revised the GDP growth estimate for FY 2025-26 upward to 7.3%, from the
earlier projection of 6.8%.
The RBI lowered the CPI inflation forecast for FY 2025-26 to 2%, down from the
previous estimate of 2.6%, noting that headline inflation has eased significantly and is
expected to soften further.
RBI Current Policy Rate are as under

e Policy Repo Rate - 5.25%

e Standing Deposit Facility (SDF) - 5.00%

e Marginal Standing Facility (MSF) - 5.50%

e Bank Rate - 5.50%

e Reverse Repo Rate - 3.35%

e (Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR) - 3.00%

e Statutory Liquidity Ratio (SLR) - 18%

79. Which Union Minister recently flagged off the construction of India’s first all-
electric green tug, marking a major step under the country’s Green Tug Transition
Programme (GTTP)?
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YR & W 1 IR URITH (GTTP) & 98d o1 & Ugd SMd-galagd M ST &b
forator Y g ema fora Sl w0 A 31, S URa @1 gRa I aee A Te 991
HEH HIHT 1361 82

(a) Nitin Gadkari

(b) Hardeep Singh Puri

(c) Sarbananda Sonowal

(d) Rajnath Singh

(e) Piyush Goyal

Ans. c

Sol. India Launches Its First All-Electric Green Tug Project

Sarbananda Sonowal flagged off the steel-cutting ceremony for India’s first all-electric
green tug — marking the beginning of the country’s move toward green maritime
operations.

The tug — being built for Deendayal Port Authority (DPA), Kandla under the Green Tug
Transition Programme (GTTP) — will feature a 60-ton bollard pull, electric propulsion,
zero carbon emissions, and silent operations.

The GTTP plans to induct a total of 50 green tugs by 2030, with 16 to be deployed in the
first phase (2024-2027), making this tug the first concrete step in that roadmap.
Officials say the new electric tug will set a benchmark for next-generation fleet
modernisation at India’s major ports — cutting operational costs, improving energy
efficiency, and supporting the country’s broader push for sustainable port
infrastructure.

80. AIM-NITI Aayog has partnered with which company to develop the “MStar™
Global Al Connect” innovation platform?

AIM-NITI 3(TIRT 9 "MStar™ TAIqd Al Hde" S WehH [AHRId B & g
g U & U AR B 82

(a) Tata Digital

(b) Infosys Innovation Labs

(c) Hitachi MGRM Net Ltd.

(d) IBM India

(e) Wipro Technologies

Ans. c

Sol. AIM-NITI Aayog and Hitachi MGRM Net Launch Al-Powered “MStar Global Al
Connect” to Build India’s Nationwide Innovation Backbone

AIM-NITI Aayog and Hitachi MGRM Net Ltd. signed a Statement of Intent (Sol) to
develop "MStar™ Global Al Connect", an Al-driven single innovation platform to boost
innovation and entrepreneurship across India.

The partnership aims to build a federated national digital innovation backbone,
connecting rural, urban, and suburban schools with mentors, incubators, accelerators,
research institutions, and industry under the vision of “Viksit Bharat”.
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The initiative will strengthen the school-to-startup pipeline, enable virtual ATLs/AICs,
support ideation-to-pilot workflows, enhance IP creation, and accelerate lab-to-market
translation of Indian innovations.

Leaders from both sides emphasized that the collaboration will democratize access to
innovation, nurture young talent, improve frontier-technology skills, and create an
inclusive, multilingual, scalable innovation ecosystem for India’s future.

81. S&P Global Ratings recently upgraded India’s insolvency regime ranking from
which category to which category?

S&P TS XfETT = BT 51 H HRA B1 farer srawy1 3t b fw 9oft & fra goft
H 3UUS BT 3?2

(a)AtoB

(b)Bto A

(c)Cto B

(dJCto A

(e)Dto B

Ans. c

Sol. S&P Upgrades India’s Insolvency Regime to ‘B’ as IBC Boosts Recovery Rates and
Cuts Resolution Time

S&P Global Ratings upgraded India’s insolvency regime ranking from ‘C’ to ‘B’, citing
stronger creditor-led resolutions and improvements under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC).

Average recovery rates under IBC have risen to over 30%, compared to just 15-20%
under the previous insolvency framework, showing better outcomes for creditors.

The upgrade reflects a shift in India’s bankruptcy framework assessment from “weak” to
“medium” creditor-friendly, indicating higher predictability and stronger protection of
creditor interests.

IBC has significantly reduced the average resolution time for stressed assets to around
two years, down from 6-8 years earlier, helping secured creditors recover far more than
unsecured creditors.

82. Which government department withdrew its directive requiring smartphone
manufacturers to preload the Sanchar Saathi app?

fa e faurT A wrdw = Fmfarsi @1 o wrd tu h-dis w33 & fdw
gy & fere?

(a) Ministry of IT

(b) TRAI

(c) DoT

(d) NIC

(e) Ministry of Home Affairs

Ans. c

Sol. DoT Withdraws Mandatory Sanchar Saathi App Order Amid Public Backlash and
Rising Security Concerns
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The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) withdrew its order requiring
smartphone manufacturers to preload the Sanchar Saathi app from next year, after
public backlash and a surge in voluntary downloads.

The initial mandate—issued under newly expanded powers regulating
Telecommunication Identifier User Entities (TIUE)—triggered strong criticism from
civil society, internet users, and the Opposition for attempting to install a government
app without user consent.

Communications Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia defended Sanchar Saathi in Parliament,
noting that it helped disconnect 1.5 crore fraudulent mobile connections and trace 26
lakh lost phones, but added that the government was open to revising orders based on
public feedback.

The withdrawn directive was one of multiple new DoT orders issued after changes to
the Telecom Cyber Security Rules, including instructions to platforms like WhatsApp to
restrict usage without the registered SIM and to integrate DoT’s Financial Fraud Risk
Indicator and blacklist database for immediate deactivation of suspicious accounts.

83. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated the 18th Plenary Meeting of
the Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes,
hosted in New Delhi from 2-5 December 2025. What is the theme of the 18th
Plenary Meeting of the Global Forum hosted by India?

fora vt fndar Wawor 3 2-5 feeR 2025 a9 73 fowi A smaifora tqu Sexal &
forg ureRidaT ok a1 & SeM-UeH W Taiad Bk &1 1841 W d6& &1
IgHTeH fHaT | YRd gRT SR Weiad BRY 3t 1841 @) S &1 favg w1 3?2

(a) Global Tax Compliance and Innovation

(b) Tax Transparency: Delivering a Shared Vision Through International Cooperation
(c) Combating Tax Evasion through Technology

(d) Financial Inclusion and Tax Governance

(e) Digital Economy and Taxation

Ans. b

Sol. India Hosts 18th Global Forum Plenary

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman inaugurated the 18th Plenary Meeting of the
Global Forum on Transparency and Exchange of Information for Tax Purposes, hosted in
New Delhi from 2-5 December 2025, under the theme “Tax Transparency: Delivering a
Shared Vision Through International Cooperation.”

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman emphasised that tax transparency is vital for
fairness, responsible governance, and sustainable development, highlighting India’s
progress in voluntary compliance through clarity, simplification, and trust-building.
The Global Forum, with 172 member jurisdictions, plays a key role in combating tax
evasion and illicit financial flows, while India has strengthened its enforcement through
AEOI, EOIR, Black Money Act, Benami Act, and advanced data analytics.

84. What is Fitch Ratings’ revised GDP growth forecast for India in FY26?

FY26 § HRd & forg fira e &1 wxnifia a@a wq S e qaigus & g?
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(a) 6.5%
(b) 6.9%
() 7.4%
(d) 7.8%
(e) 8.2%
Ans. c
Sol. Fitch Raises India’s FY26 GDP Forecast to 7.4% Boosted by GST Reforms and Strong
Consumer Spending
Fitch Ratings raised India’s FY26 GDP growth forecast to 7.4% from 6.9%, citing higher
consumer spending and improved sentiment following GST reforms.
The agency noted falling inflation provides RBI room for another policy rate cut in
December to 5.25%, after 100 basis points of reductions in 2025 so far.
GDP growth accelerated to 8.2% in Q2 (July-September) from 7.8% in Q1, supported by
GST rate cuts on 375 items, making over 99% of consumption goods cheaper; Fitch
projects growth to slow to 6.4% in FY27.
GDP Projection List 2025
e Fitch Rating - 7.4% (FY25)
e Ind-Ra-7% (FY26)
e CRISIL-7% (FY26)
o [IMF-6.4% (FY26); 6.2% (FY27)
World Bank - 6.5% (FY26)
EY-6.7% (FY26)
S&P Global Ratings - 6.5% (FY26)
SBI - 6.35 (FY26)

85. The 46th Annual Conference of the Indian Association for the Study of
Population (IASP) was inaugurated at the Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI),
Kolkata, focusing on demographic drivers of India’s inclusive growth. What is the
theme of the 46th Annual IASP Conference?

3T TR Bk g WS 3% UTIAR (IASP) BT 461 ATATHT HIbH
PIaDTal § QUTAioTed °d 3ATH S7SAT (Ans) § Y= 1T, TS Bl HRd &1
TR WY & SHIE S ST5aR] R UT| 469 I IASP Hih g T N 71 82

(a) Population and Technology

(b) Urbanization and Growth

(c) Migration and Employment

(d) Health and Demography

(e) People, Planet, Prosperity: Demographic Drivers of India’s Inclusive Growth

Ans. e

Sol. 46th IASP Annual Conference Inaugurated at Kolkata's Anthropological Survey of
India

The 46th Annual Conference of the Indian Association for the Study of Population (IASP)
was inaugurated at the Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI), Kolkata, focusing on
demographic drivers of India’s inclusive growth.
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The three-day conference (27-29 November 2025) is organised jointly by IASP, National
Atlas & Thematic Mapping Organisation (NATMO), and in collaboration with AnSI.

The conference is held under the theme “People, Planet, Prosperity: Demographic
Drivers of India’s Inclusive Growth,” bringing together experts and policymakers to
deliberate on population and development issues.

86. Who has been appointed as the new Managing Director & CEO of TeamLease
Services, effective February 2, 2026?

2 BRasl 2026 A Eele Gfdaw & ¢ yay Rz o Higen & wu # fFra fAge
far T g2

(a) Ashok Reddy

(b) Manish Sabharwal

(c) Parul Tyagi

(d) Suparna Mitra

(e) Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw

Ans. d

Sol. Suparna Mitra Appointed MD & CEO of TeamLease Services

Suparna Mitra to join TeamLease Services as Managing Director & CEO effective 2
February 2026, marking a planned leadership transition.

She will succeed Ashok Reddy, the current MD & CEO, as part of the company’s long-
term succession and governance strategy.

Vice-Chairman Manish Sabharwal will step down from executive duties but continue on
the board as a non-executive, non-independent director.

87. The PM-WANI scheme was approved on 9th December 2020 to accelerate
broadband proliferation across India via Public Wi-Fi networks, in line with the
National Digital Communications Policy (NDCP) 2018. It enables Public Data
Offices (PDOs) to set up Wi-Fi hotspots under PDO Aggregators.(PDOAs). As of
26th November 2025, India has 3,91,599 active PM-WANI Wi-Fi hotspots,
delivered by PDOs, facilitating affordable and widespread internet access across
urban and rural areas. Who certifies that the hardware and software used by PM-
WANI stakeholders are compliant with PM-WANI guidelines?

AxHa feforea srgfd=ia uiferell (NDCP) 2018 & HdTfa®, UfRi® a15-W1g Aead
& T ¥ YR A F154S & HdATd &1 aW H31 & forT 9 fiaR 2020 H PM-WANI
| &1 Hedl &t 15 | 98 uf*rs Set 3iifted (PDOs) &1 PDO TieH (PDOAs) &
ded dTs-PTs gIcTIe AT Y B A HEE BRAT g1 26 AGaR 2025 TP, HRd H PDOs
ERTfT T 3,91,599 Tfed PM-WANI aTS-BTE gicwic 8, St Trest 3k urfior
SATH! W T 3R 8 THM W g3 TRy F1 Jfaem 3d € | B9 JiEwTs are
f PM-WANI R gicsd gRT STHTA fhT T a1 BTSaUR 3R It dUR PM-WANI
MESATET & YTa® 32

(a) TRAI

(b) Ministry of Electronics & IT

(c) Department of Telecommunications
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(d) CDOT

(e) NITI Aayog

Ans. d

Sol. PM-WANI Scheme Empowers Public Wi-Fi Expansion with 3.9 Lakh Hotspots, Key
Reforms Boost Accessibility and Affordability

The Wi-Fi Access Network Interface (PM-WANI) scheme was approved on 9th December
2020 to accelerate broadband proliferation across India via Public Wi-Fi networks,
aligning with the National Digital Communications Policy (NDCP) 2018 and enabling
Public Data Offices (PDOs) to set up Wi-Fi hotspots under PDO Aggregators (PDOAs).

As of 26th November 2025, India has 3,91,599 active PM-WANI Wi-Fi hotspots,
delivered by PDOs, facilitating affordable and widespread internet access across urban
and rural areas.

Key reforms introduced on 16th September 2024 allow PDOs to offer PM-WANI via
regular FTTH connections, aggregate multiple access points to a single backhaul, enable
existing home/business Wi-Fi to join PM-WAN], allow roaming between PDOAs, and
support mobile data offloading with telecom operators.

TRAI's 71st Amendment Order, 2025 mandates that retail FTTH broadband plans up to
200 Mbps must be offered to PDOs at tariffs not exceeding twice the corresponding
consumer broadband price, ensuring cost-effective access for public Wi-Fi expansion.
Hardware and software under PM-WANI are procured by stakeholders (PDOs, PDOAs,
and App providers) and must be PM-WANI compliant and certified by CDOT, ensuring
interoperability, security, and adherence to regulatory guidelines.

88. When will the amended Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) (Second
Amendment) Rules, 2025 for pan masala, which mandate the display of Retail Sale
Price (RSP) on all packs including small packs of 10 grams or less, come into
force?

T 7T & forg TR efivrer Agtare (Adss saifsdien (fedta w=iem) fam,
2025, St I U, forad 10 91 I1 3T DI U WFer 8 U= Red A4 U1 (RSP)
e srfFard #a § S arg sl

(a) 1stJanuary 2026

(b) 1st February 2026

(c) 1st March 2026

(d) 5th December 2025

(e) 1st April 2026

Ans. b

Sol. Retail Sale Price Now Mandatory on All Pan Masala Packs from February 2026
From 1st February 2026, all pan masala packages, including small packs of 10 grams or
less, must display the Retail Sale Price (RSP) along with all declarations required under
the Legal Metrology (Packaged Commodities) Rules, 2011.

The earlier proviso under Rule 26(a), which allowed small packs to avoid certain
declarations, has been withdrawn, ensuring full compliance for all pack sizes.

The amendment ensures transparent pricing, prevents misleading or deceptive labeling
on smaller packs, and enables consumers to make better informed purchasing decisions.
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By mandating RSP on all packs, the amendment supports effective implementation of
RSP-based GST, allowing accurate tax assessment and revenue collection across all pack
sizes.

89. Which bank has appointed Harmanpreet Kaur as its first female brand
ambassador?
g 3@ A gl PR &1 3rut ugeht uftan sis tawe: e fHar 32
(a) SBI
(b) Bank of Baroda
(c) Punjab National Bank
(d) Canara Bank
(e) HDFC Bank
Ans. c
Sol. PNB Appoints Harmanpreet Kaur as Its First Female Brand Ambassador
Punjab National Bank (PNB) has appointed Harmanpreet Kaur, captain of the Indian
women'’s cricket team, as its first-ever female brand ambassador.
The partnership highlights PNB’S commitment to promoting women empowerment,
leadership, and excellence in sports.
As brand ambassador, Harmanpreet Kaur will feature in the bank’s marketing and
customer outreach campaigns to strengthen its brand visibility and youth connect.
Recent Brand Ambassador
e Indian cricket Abhishek Sharma - United Arab Emirates (NewsVoir) DP World
e Rohit Sharma -1CC Men’s T20 World Cup 2026
e Shafali Verma - Haryana Women’s Commission
e Rahul Dravid - Paradeep Phosphates Limited (PPL)
e Virat Kohli and Anushka Sharma - Fintech firm Pay10

90. Arun Kumar Singh has received an extension as chairman of which
organisation?

33U PUR RRig F! ford W61 & IaAT F U # fawR frar g2

(a)I0C

(b) BPCL

(c) ONGC

(d) GAIL

(e) NTPC

Ans. c

Sol. Arun Kumar Singh Gets Rare One-Year Extension as ONGC Chairman

Arun Kumar Singh has received a rare one-year extension as ONGC Chairman, reflecting
the government’s intent to maintain leadership continuity during the company’s
turnaround in crude oil and gas production.

With this extension, Singh will continue in office until December 6, 2026, marking an
unusually long tenure for a PSU head.
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Appointed in 2022 just before turning 60, Singh’s new term—approved by the
Appointments Committee of the Cabinet—allows him to serve until age 64, making him
one of the oldest executives to lead a major public sector enterprise.

About 0Oil and Natural Gas Corporation Limited

e Founded- 14 August 1956

e Headquarters- Delhi

e Ministry- Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas
e Minister- Hardeep Singh Puri

91. Who has been approved by the RBI as the CEO of Bank of America NA (BoFA) in
India?
RBI 3 URd # §& 31T 3ANRBTNA (BoFA) & CE0 & &U H 5 wed &t 32
(a) Ajay Banga
(b) Vikram Sahu
(c) Shantanu Narayen
(d) Arvind Krishna
(e) Nitin Chugh
Ans.b
Sol. RBI Approves Vikram Sahu as CEO of Bank of America India
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved Vikram Sahu as the new CEO of Bank of
America NA (BoFA) in India.
Sahu will take on this role in addition to his current position as India Country Executive.
Sahu replaced Kaku Nakhate, who served as the bank CEO for about 15 years.
The appointment was confirmed through an internal memo circulated by the US-
headquartered bank to its employees.
Recent Appointments in Banking & Insurance Sector
e Managing Director of LIC - Ramakrishnan Chander (till 30 Sep 2027)
e ED of Union Bank of India - Amresh Prasad
e ED of Central Bank of India - E. Ratan Kumar
e ED of Bank of India - Pramod Kumar Dwibedi
e Part-Time Chairperson of Jana Small Finance Bank - Chitra Talwar (replace R.
Ramaseshan);effect from 8 Feb 2026
[ ]
92. International Day against Unilateral Coercive Measures is observed on which
date?
THARPT THGRY JUMT & Qe sierigia feaw forw fof o) w=man simar 32
(a) 1 December
(b) 2 December
(c) 3 December
(d) 4 December
(e) 7 December
Ans.d
Sol. 4 December - International Day against Unilateral Coercive Measures
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Observed every year on 4 December, the day raises awareness about the negative impact
of unilateral coercive measures (UCMs) imposed by one country on another.

It highlights how such measures can affect human rights, development, and economic
stability, particularly in vulnerable nations.

The United Nations emphasizes that unilateral sanctions should not hinder access to
essential services like healthcare, food, and education.

93. International Day of Banks is observed on which date?

JiRTga o feaw fa fafy o) wemar wmar 32

(a) 1 December

(b) 2 December

(c) 4 December

(d) 5 December

(e) 7 December

Ans. c

Sol. 4 December - International Day of Banks

The International Day of Banks is observed on 4 December every year to recognize the
critical role of banks in financing sustainable development.

The day highlights the contribution of the banking sector in supporting economic
growth, poverty reduction, and global financial stability.

It emphasizes the importance of strong, transparent, and resilient banking systems for
achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

94. Markets regulator SEBI introduces single-window access for low-risk foreign
investors, simplifying participation in the Indian securities market and enhancing
India’s appeal as an investment destination. The framework named SWAGAT-FI
provides unified registration across multiple investmentroutesand reduces
repeated compliance and documentation. What is the full form.of SWAGAT-FI?
ATde WAex SEBI A HH R aret fad=i s-aved & o Rivra-fas v 3=
forur 8, foraa sfeu= RyeaYdsr Aarde A fewam @4 3= 8 SiTem ok g=avede
ST & IR IR URA B 3rfie 9¢71 | SWAGAT-FI TH &1 Ug %hHdS B
F-ICHE I IR JFTBTSS IR ¢l § 3R TR-IR g7 arell s 3R
SIFGHER B HU BT 8 | SWAGAT-FI BT BIH T 82

(a) Single Window Automatic & Generalised Access for Trusted Foreign Investors
(b) Simplified Workflow Access for Global and Trusted Foreign Investors

(c) Single Way Agreement for Foreign Institutional Investors

(d) Secure Window Access for Global Accredited Traders

(e) Systematic Workflow for Advanced Foreign Investment

Ans. a

Sol. SEBI Launches SWAGAT-FI to Simplify Investment for Low-Risk Foreign Investors in
India

SEBI introduces single-window access for low-risk foreign investors, simplifying
participation in the Indian securities market and enhancing India’s appeal as an
investment destination.
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The framework, named SWAGAT-FI (Single Window Automatic & Generalised Access for
Trusted Foreign Investors), provides unified registration across multiple investment
routes and reduces repeated compliance and documentation.

Eligible low-risk foreign investors include government-owned funds, central banks,
sovereign wealth funds, multilateral entities, highly regulated public retail funds,
appropriately regulated insurance companies, and pension funds.

The move is aimed at streamlining investment procedures, lowering administrative
hurdles, and making India more attractive for long-term foreign institutional
investments.

95. Who has been appointed as the new United Nations Resident Coordinator in
India?
HRA H 1Y Hgad g Yorse Plsiifsaer & w0 A fd fgea farmarg?
(a) Shombi Sharp
(b) Achim Steiner
(c) Stefan Priesner
(d) Filippo Grandi
(e) Antonio Vitorino
Ans. c
Sol. Stefan Priesner Appointed as New UN Resident Coordinator in India
United Nations Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has appointed Stefan Priesner of
Austria as the new UN Resident Coordinator in India.
Priesner brings extensive experience in international development, having served as UN
Resident Coordinator in Iran (2021-2025), Malaysia-Brunei-Singapore (2017-2021),
and Uzbekistan (2013-2017), along with various senior UNDP roles across Asia and
Europe.
He holds master’s degrees in international relations (Johns Hopkins University) and law
(University of Vienna), started his UN career in 1997 in Bhutan, and succeeds Shombi
Sharp as the UN Resident Coordinator for India.
Recent Appointments in Foreign
e MD and Chief Knowledge Officer of World Bank Group - Paschal Donohoe
e 12th Director-General of UNESCO - Khaled El-Enany of Egypt (replaec Audrey
Azoulay); first Arab
Virginia’s Lieutenant Governor - Indian-Origin Ghazala Hashmi (First Muslim
and South Asian American)
First-ever female Archbishop of Canterbury - Dame Sarah Mullally (replaec
Justin Welby
India’s High Commissioner to Ghana - Manish Gupta

96. Which organisation, operating under the Catalyst Platform, has recently
launched the “FPO Shakti” blended stage-based financing facility aimed at
enabling Farmer-Producer Organisations (FPOs) to access timely and appropriate
capital for sustainable growth?
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ICR R UCEE Catalyst Platform & d8d "FPO Shakti" T blended stage-based
financing JAUT IR= B , oraeT IT=4 fHU ITGH W81 (FPOs) HI THI TR
3R SUGH Yoil SUS HRIT 82

(a) NABARD

(b) Vrutti

(c) NAFED

(d) FCI

(e) SIDBI

Ans.b

Sol. Vrutti partners with HSBC India to launch ‘FPO Shakti’ financing facility

Vrutti (Catalyst Platform) has launched the FPO Shakti financing facility to provide
stage-based, blended capital support to Farmer-Producer Organisations (FPOs) for
timely and suitable credit access.

The initiative is supported by HSBC India and managed by Friends of Women’s World
Banking (FWWB) India, aiming to bridge the persistent credit gap faced by FPOs.
Although India has 44,000+ registered FPOs, less than one-third can access formal credit
due to collateral-heavy lending norms, creating a “missing middle” that hinders rural
value chains and limits smallholder farmers’ income growth.

97. Which General Insurance company has partneredwith Vastu Housing Finance
to provide insurance solutions to Vastu’s housing loan customers across 17 States
and 340 districts in India?

fFa s Ra E'Q'Cﬁw HUI A Vastu Housing Finance > 1Y "J-I'I'lﬂa'l'\Pf | % arfe 3O
TSR A UTgaht Y 17 54t 3R 340 Forei & Frar e wer g s wdb?

(a) HDFC ERGO General Insurance

(b) Bajaj Allianz General Insurance

(c) ICICI Lombard General Insurance

(d) SBI General Insurance

(e) Reliance General Insurance

Ans. c

Sol. ICICI Lombard & Vastu Housing Finance Partner to Offer Protection Plans for
Housing Loan Customers Across 17 States

ICICI Lombard General Insurance and Vastu Housing Finance have partnered to provide
insurance solutions to Vastu’s housing loan customers across 17 States and 340 districts
in India

The collaboration will offer two major products — Income Protect (covering 33 critical
illnesses, accidental death, and permanent total disability) and Home Insurance
(covering fire, natural disasters, theft, and accidental damage).

The partnership aims to support peri-urban and rural customers, especially first-
generation homeowners and self-employed individuals, with distribution through
Vastu'’s branches and digital platforms.
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98. Which organisation has partnered with Gujarat Fluorochemicals’ subsidiary
GFCL EV Products by investing around USD 50 million to help build India’s first
integrated battery materials facility?

fpa siffATS ol A ToRTd WIRTS e B AfeafSad GFCL EV Misaed & 1Y
firaey WRa 31 ugell $ERICS dedt wéRaw BRI 991 d Heg H & forg
a4 50 fAferee srRvet sTer &1 fawr fan g2

(a) Asian Development Bank (ADB)

(b) New Development Bank (NDB)

(c) International Finance Corporation (IFC)

(d) World Economic Forum (WEF)

(e) UN Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO)

Ans. c

Sol. Gujarat Fluorochemicals & IFC Partner to Build India’s First Integrated Battery
Materials Facility

Gujarat Fluorochemicals (GFL) has partnered with the International Finance
Corporation (IFC), which is investing $50 million in its subsidiary GFCL EV Products to
establish India’s first integrated battery materials facility.

The investment aims to boost high-value manufacturing, generate employment, and
strengthen India’s role in global supply chains, supporting national goals like energy
security and transport electrification.

With a diversified portfolio and strong technological expertise, GFCL EV will accelerate
clean-tech adoption, reduce emissions, and help position India as a global hub for
advanced battery materials.

99. Which payments bank has been granted.in-principle’ approval by the RBI to
convert into a Small Finance Bank (SFB)?

59 T 9% o1 RBI A WA G159 9 (SFB) # dga & fig difas vedt &
&

(a) AU Payments Bank

(b) Fino Payments Bank

(c) Jana Payments Bank

(d) Ujjivan Payments Bank

(e) Paytm Payments Bank

Ans.b

Sol. RBI Grants ‘In-Principle’ Approval to Fino Payments Bank for Conversion into Small
Finance Bank

RBI has granted ‘in-principle’ approval to Fino Payments Bank for its conversion into a
Small Finance Bank (SFB), after assessing its application under the established
regulatory guidelines.

Under RBI’s ‘on tap’ licensing framework, payments banks controlled by residents and
having completed five years of operations are eligible to apply for conversion into an
SFB.
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The approval follows earlier regulatory decisions where AU SFB received approval to
convert into a universal bank, while applications of Jana SFB were returned and Ujjivan
SFB’s application remains pending.

The small finance bank is registered as a public limited company under the Companies
Act, (2013). Itis licensed under Section 22 of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949.

100. In its December 2025 monetary policy announcement, the RBI revealed a
major liquidity-boosting step. As part of this measure, how much worth of
government securities did the RBI decide to purchase through Open Market
Operations (OMO) to inject long-term durable liquidity into the banking system?
fedaR 2025 31 Mifge Afa Nuon A, RSN A R 96 & UH g8 HeH Bl
SR 6 $9 UR & dgd, ST yomelt # Srdoifere fedre, avedr stam & forg
SRAT3ATS A U AP ATIRT (0MO) & HTH J fha-l TR & PRI s
@te 31 fyofa feram?

(a) 50,000 crore

(b) X75,000 crore

(c) X1,00,000 crore

(d) X1,25,000 crore

(e) X1,50,000 crore

Ans. c

Sol. RBI Announces X1 Lakh Crore OMO and $5 Billion Forex Swap to Boost Durable
Liquidity

RBI announced major liquidity infusion through 31,00,000 crore OMO purchases and a
$5 billion 3-year USD/INR Buy-Sell swap to ensure sufficient durable liquidity in the
system.

RBI also notified a ¥50,000 crore G-Sec purchase on December 11, 2025, with the
remaining 50,000 crore to be conducted later in the month.

Governor Sanjay Malhotra clarified that the Dollar-Rupee swap is a liquidity measure,
not meant to support the rupee, and stated that the RBI is comfortable with the current
exchange rate despite volatility.

RBI highlighted strong external sector fundamentals, manageable CAD (~1%), robust
services exports, strong remittances, and emphasized that India's economy remains
resilient and poised for high growth despite global challenges.

101. Which edition of the International Sand Art Festival was inaugurated
alongside the Konark Festival in Odisha?

3N & Frond HEIRTa F AT B WEHR0T BT SRRIPIT F3 34TE Bieaw
Igurfed farar mam?

(a) 10th Edition

(b) 12th Edition

(c) 14th Edition

(d) 15th Edition

(e) 18th Edition

Ans. d
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Sol. Odisha CM Inaugurates 36th Konark Festival and 15th International Sand Art
Festival
Odisha CM Mohan Charan Majhi inaugurated the 36th Konark Festival and 15th
International Sand Art Festival, beginning five days of cultural celebrations featuring
dance, music and creative sand art.
The festivals, organised by the Tourism Department, Odisha Sangeet Natak Akademi,
and OTDC, aim to showcase India’s rich cultural heritage and artistic excellence.
The inaugural evening featured Odissi performances by Sonali Mohapatra and Nrutya
Upasana Pitha, including presentations on Hanuman Chalisa, Saranga Pallavi, and Chari
Yuga Devi depicting the power of Maa Durga.
About Odisha

e Capital - Bhubaneswar

e Chief Minister - Mohan Charan Majhi (replace Naveen Patnaik)

e Deputy CM - KV Singhdeo and Pravati Parida

e Governor - Dr. Hari Babu Kambhampati

102. Where was the Indian Army’s annual Idea and Innovation Competition, Inno-
Yoddha 2025, conducted?

YR 391 3 a1ffer amgfear 3R g ufaa e s=1-aisr 2025 ®8r
SMIford #1782

(a) Mumbai

(b) Pune

(c) Jaipur

(d) New Delhi

(e) Chandigarh

Ans.d

Sol. Indian Army Hosts Inno-Yoddha 2025, Shortlists 32 Innovations to Boost
Operational Readiness

The Indian Army organised its annual Idea and Innovation Competition & Seminar, Inno-
Yoddha 2025, in New Delhi, with Lt. Gen. Pushpendra Pal Singh felicitating the selected
innovators.

The Ministry of Defence reported a record 89 submissions, of which 32 innovative
solutions were selected for further development to enhance operational readiness,
logistics, and training.

Over the past five years, the Army’s innovation ecosystem has achieved significant
progress, showcasing a strong culture of soldier-driven technological and strategic
advancements.

103. Which licence has Razorpay recently been granted by the Reserve Bank of
India, enabling it to facilitate regulated inward and outward cross-border
payments for exporters, SaaS firms, freelancers, D2C brands, and global
companies operating in India?
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f¥ord & 3iTt $f$a1 A Razorpay ® 814 81 & H19 AT ATSVY e fFar 8, 5 UIRd
B B T8 FAaiadl, saas WHI, WiATERT, D2¢ Fist 3R Afyw Hufay & forg
frifa 39S SR err3eas wiu-aise tHe ot Yfaur gars?

(a) Payment Aggregator - Domestic (PA-D)

(b) Payment Aggregator - Cross Border (PA-CB)

(c) Foreign Exchange Dealer Licence

(d) Unified Payments Licence

(e) Digital Wallet Licence

Ans.b

Sol. Razorpay Gets RBI Cross-Border Payment Licence, Expands Global Payment
Capabilities

Razorpay receives Payment Aggregator - Cross Border (PA-CB) licence from the RB],
allowing it to facilitate regulated inward and outward cross-border payments for
businesses operating in India.

The licence enables Razorpay to support exporters, SaaS firms, freelancers, D2C brands,
and global companies, offering payments in over 130 currencies with a 95%
international transaction success rate.

Razorpay’s platform provides single integration for multiple payment methods (UP],
RuPay, EMIs, netbanking, and 100+ local options), supports India-based pricing and
customer service, and positions it among the few Indian fintechs with full-spectrum
payment capabilities.

104. The 8th Economic Census in India is scheduled for 2027, to be conducted
after the two-phase Population Census (April-September 2026 and February
2027). Which Union Ministry is responsible for organising and administering this
massive statistical exercise?

HRA # Y anffes ST 2027 F forg Feifa 8, 5t & aror $t see ST
(UA-RIdaR 2026 3R BREI 2027) F 916 ATAITTE B ST | 59 ATYR
HifT@ T 31T & ST 3R TR & forg S |1 it wared e 32
(a) Ministry of Finance

(b) Ministry of Home Affairs

(c) Ministry of Commerce

(d) Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation

(e) Ministry of Corporate Affairs

Ans.d

Sol. India to Conduct 8th Economic Census in 2027 Following Two-Phase Population
Census

The 8th Economic Census in India is scheduled for 2027, to be conducted after the two-
phase Population Census (April-September 2026 and February 2027), as stated by
Statistics Secretary Saurabh Garg.

Data from the Economic Census will be used to create the Statistical Business Register
(SBR), which will map enterprises across states and track their operational status
(active or closed).
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Conducted nationwide by the Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation
(MOSPI) and the National Statistics Office in collaboration with state Directorates of
Economics and Statistics, the Economic Census provides a complete count of all
establishments, offering detailed operational and structural data crucial for
policymaking.

The first Economic Census was held in 1977, and the upcoming 2027 Census will
coincide with India’s 16th decennial Population Census since the first nationwide
census in 1872.

105. Which Assam-based public-sector refinery, known for spearheading major
energy and petrochemical projects in the Northeast and recently commissioning a
bamboo-based 2G bioethanol plant, was granted Navratna status by the
Government of India?

TS-HRd W UHE Selt 3R Ui e d ufaie-1si &1 Aqed o R gTa gl d 9|
TR 26 TRNTAATA Wi BT IguTe B arelt 3y (R fa ardaifs &=
ﬁ'lﬂg'_'lfﬁﬁ HIRd HIPR gIRT Navratna E\“ﬂ'fﬁ'ﬂTTI'qT%"

(a) Digboi Refinery

(b) Numaligarh Refinery Ltd

(c) Guwahati Refinery

(d) Barauni Refinery

(e) Haldia Refinery

Ans. b

Sol. Numaligarh Refinery Granted Navratna Status, Boosting Assam’s Energy and Green
Growth Initiatives

Numaligarh Refinery Ltd (NRL) has been granted Navratna status, a major milestone for
Assam’s oil and gas sector, with Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma thanking PM
Narendra Modi and Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri for their support.

The upgrade highlights the Centre’s strong confidence in NRL's strategic role as it leads
major energy and petrochemical projects in the Northeast, including the large-scale
NREP refinery expansion and the newly inaugurated bamboo-based 2G bioethanol
plant.

With Navratna status, NRL gains greater financial autonomy and investment flexibility,
expected to speed up industrial growth, strengthen Assam’s position as an energy hub,
and boost employment and downstream economic activity in the region.

106. The Government of India recently signed a comprehensive two-year
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with which global payment technology
company to promote India as a premium tourism destination and strengthen the
digital tourism ecosystem through marketing campaigns, stakeholder
engagement, and secure digital payment solutions?

YRd PR A 8T &1 H URd I U Wiftray uded 7iaea & ¥ d ge1d1 ¢, ATh e
ST, fRaur®! &t Urfier i Wit feforea Yiam awe= & areaa |
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fEforea wdeq mitfRufae o ) Aeiga F31 & Se2u | fh afyye te eaaroit
U & 1Y TP ATYP &) o GHSET J99 (MoU) TR gwieR fehu?

(a) Visa Inc.

(b) American Express

(c) PayPal Holdings

(d) RuPay (NPCI)

(e) Mastercard

Ans. e

Sol. India Signs Two-Year MoU with Mastercard to Boost Premium Tourism and
Showcase Unique Cultural Experiences

The Government of India and Mastercard have signed a two-year MoU to enhance
India’s image as a premium travel destination for both domestic and international
tourists, using Mastercard’s global platforms like the Priceless™ program.

The collaboration aims to strengthen the tourism ecosystem by involving public and
private stakeholders, promoting secure and responsible digital payments, and running
joint marketing campaigns targeting diverse traveler groups.

Starting with Goa, the Priceless™ platform will showcase exclusive experiences from
Varanasi and interior regions of Andhra Pradesh, with more destinations to be added to
highlight India’s cultural, spiritual, natural, and culinary heritage.

107. Which fruit from Darjeeling has recently been awarded the Geographical
Indication (GI) tag?

SITIRITT & 5 v &1 g1a 81 § forahnfeea sfsd=E (6 & fe g?

(a) Darjeeling Apple

(b) Darjeeling Pineapple

(c) Darjeeling Lemon

(d) Darjeeling Mandarin Orange

(e) Darjeeling Peach

Ans. d

Sol. Darjeeling Mandarin Orange Secures GI Tag

Darjeeling Mandarin Orange has received the Geographical Indication (GI) tag,
recognising its historic sweetness, superior quality, and deep cultural association with
the hills of Darjeeling and Kalimpong.

The GI application was community-driven, initiated by former UBKV professor Tulsi
Saran Ghimiray and later transferred to the Darjeeling Organic Farmers Producer
Organisation, ensuring that the benefits directly reach local growers.

Historically producing around 15,000 metric tonnes, the fruit’s cultivation suffered due
to pests and viruses in recent years; the new GI status is expected to boost revival,
improve market value, and strengthen the livelihoods of local farmers.

108. Which state government has recently launched the ‘Mukhyamantri Bharat
Darshan Yojana' aimed at sending secondary school students on educational tours
across important historical and research sites across India?
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P Toa WReR 7 71d g § gerwE! YR <= O I 91 8, e sexa
1Al faeed & ol HY SRIYR & Heayul SagTRie 9 My Rl &1 Reifores
AT IR W1 82
(a) Uttar Pradesh Government
(b) Maharashtra Government
(c) Bihar Government
(d) Gujarat Government
(e) Karnataka Government
Ans. c
Sol. Bihar Launches ‘Mukhyamantri Bharat Darshan Yojana’ to Take Secondary Students
on Nationwide Educational Tours
The Bihar government will launch the ‘Mukhyamantri Bharat Darshan Yojana’ to take
secondary school students on educational tours across India.
The scheme expands on the existing ‘Mukhyamantri Bihar Darshan Yojana’, which
currently sends primary and middle school students on tours within Bihar.
Under the new initiative, students will visit major historical sites and research
institutions, with possible destinations including the Taj Mahal, Red Fort, Qutub Minar,
Charminar, and Agra Fort.
About Bihar

e (Capital - Patna

e Chief Minister - Nitish Kumar (10th time)

¢ Governor - Arif Mohammed Khan

109. When is International Volunteer Day (IVD) observed every year?
AT didfedR § (IVD) 8% ITd Hd HFTIT SITdT 872

(a) 1 December

(b) 3 December

(c) 5 December

(d) 7 December

(e) 10 December

Ans. c

Sol. 5 December - International Volunteer Day

International Volunteer Day (IVD) is observed every year on 5 December to recognize
and celebrate the efforts of volunteers worldwide.

Theme 2025 - Every contribution matters

The day was established by the United Nations (UN) in 1985 to promote volunteerism
and encourage people to contribute to community development.

It highlights the crucial role volunteers play in humanitarian aid, social development,
disaster response, environmental protection, and peace-building.

110. World Soil Day is observed every year on 5 December to raise awareness
about the importance of healthy soil and sustainable soil management. What is
the theme for World Soil Day 2025?
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T T4 5 iR & W g & g ok RRwTs; g yaem & IR § s an
Tor & fore fay ger feaw wamar wirar 81 fay et fRaw 2025 9t fa w2

(a) Soil and Water: Sources of Life

(b) Keep Soil Alive, Protect Soil Biodiversity

(c) Healthy Soil, Healthy Food

(d) Save Soil, Save Future

(e) Healthy Soils for Healthy Cities

Ans. e

Sol. 5 December - World Soil Day

World Soil Day is observed every year on 5 December to raise awareness about the
importance of healthy soil and sustainable soil management.

Theme 2025 - Healthy Soils for Healthy Cities

The day was established by the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United
Nations and officially recognized in 2014.

It highlights major issues like soil degradation, erosion, pollution, declining fertility, and
promotes actions to protect soil as a vital natural resource.

111. Cristiano Ronaldo recently became the global brand.ambassador of which Al
company?

fopfReart ATes! 51 81 & fH A1 S U & Tiad 9IS TaHsSI a1 57

(a) OpenAl

(b) Google DeepMind

(c) Anthropic

(d) Perplexity

(e) Cohere

Ans. d

Sol. Cristiano Ronaldo Becomes Investor and Global Brand Ambassador for Al Firm
Perplexity

Cristiano Ronaldo has invested in Al company Perplexity and become its brand
ambassador.

As part of the collaboration, Ronaldo launched a custom Al assistant, “Ronaldo Hub”,
offering fans unseen personal images, curated life-stage questions, and interactive
access to his iconic goals.

CEO of Perplexity - Aravind Srinivas

112. The 11th India International Science Festival (IISF 2025), being held in
Panchkula, Haryana, will showcase India’s science-led progress while bridging
traditional knowledge with modern scientific research. What is the theme of IISF
2025?

FATUT & Uagen | 81 8T 1191 YR (eI fasi w8 (1ISF 2025) WRA 31
fagm-emeria werfa &Y feamem, 1y € yrRufye 3= &t snyfae amfae sru™
T SIS 11SF 2025 P fH FATE?
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(a) Science for Future

(b) Technology for All

(c) Vigyan Se Samruddhi: for Aatmanirbhar Bharat

(d) Innovation for India

(e) Digital India Mission

Ans. c

Sol. 11th India International Science Festival Begins in Panchkula

The 11th India International Science Festival (IISF 2025), being held in Panchkula,
Haryana, will showcase India’s science-led progress while bridging traditional
knowledge with modern scientific research.

The festival’s theme, “Vigyan Se Samruddhi: for Aatmanirbhar Bharat,” highlights the
role of science, technology, and innovation in strengthening self-reliance, national
development, and economic growth.

[ISF 2025 will feature 150+ technical and thematic sessions, focusing on five key areas,
including biotechnology, space, artificial intelligence, Himalayan ecology, and the
integration of traditional knowledge with modern science.

113. The Government of India recently announced a major statistical reform by
updating the base year used for national accounts. Which of the following years
has been selected as the new base year to ensure‘that GDP and related indicators
better reflect the current structure of the economy?

HIRT TRBTR A G181 A AT Grall & forg STANT T &= a1t SR a¥ o1 srera=
PP TP YW FiRSTD 1 UR D1 990N ot | Ig JHAT He & forg fp siSidh
3R Haftra Hvad rIrawyT ©1 qauT= a1 Bl dgar ¢ 9 g2 &, fFafafaa
H 3 foow adf 3t 7T SR 9 & w U A AR E?

(a) 2011-12

(b) 2015-16

(c) 2017-18

(d) 2020-21

(e) 2022-23

Ans. e

Sol. India to Update National Accounts Base Year to 2022-23 from February 2026

The Government of India will revise the national accounts base year to 2022-23,
replacing the outdated 2011-12 base year, with the new system coming into effect from
February 26-27 next year.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman clarified that the IMF’s recent C grade for India’s
national accounts was due to the old base year, not the quality or credibility of the data.
The update follows debate over data accuracy after the NSO released July-September
GDP figures showing 8.2% growth, which some opposition leaders questioned in light of
the IMF’s grading.

114. Which Indian company was named among the Top 100 Corporate Startup
Stars (CSS) 2025?
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g YRt $u & *fT 100 HuRe wrdsw i (@ewew) 2025 # A1faa fear
T™T YT1?

(a) ONGC

(b) Indian Oil

(c) NTPC

(d) GAIL

(e) BPCL

Ans. e

Sol. BPCL Becomes the Only Indian Company Named Among Top 100 Corporate Startup
Stars 2025

BPCL Becomes the Only Indian Company Named Among Top 100 Corporate Startup
Stars 2025

BPCL has been named among the Top 100 Corporate Startup Stars (CSS) 2025 by the
International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and Mind the Bridge, becoming the only
Indian organisation on the global list for excellence in startup collaboration.

BPCL's startup initiative ‘Ankur’, launched in 2016, has supported 30+ startups in
domains like robotics, Al, industrial [oT, safety technologies, and predictive
maintenance, and also includes the BPCL AnkurFund for early-stage investments.
BPCL Chairman Sanjay Khanna stated that the recognition reflects the company’s
commitment to open innovation and sustainable energy, aligning with its goal to drive
India’s energy transition and strengthen BPCL as a future-ready integrated energy
company.

The recognition ceremony took place at the ICC headquarters in Paris, with ICC and
Mind the Bridge leaders praising BPCL's model of strategically partnering with startups
to accelerate new technology adoption in India’s evolving energy and innovation
ecosystem.

115. Who became the first-ever recipient of the newly established “FIFA Peace
Prize - Football Unites the World,” an award created to honour individuals for
their exceptional contributions to promoting global peace and unity through
football, and was presented during the 2026 FIFA World Cup Draw held in
Washington, DC?

9 R "BIwT ifd REPR - Feald gAgeH ¢ a0s” & Ugd UTadhdl oI a+,
g RIBR Peard & H1ead | afye ifd 3R Tohdr &1 9e1aT ¢4 H ST TR
TRTG & e safaal o FwT=a S & forg a=man war o1, 3R arfRires, SRt d
STAITRTA 2026 WIKT fay &9 T & QR U™dd fbar a1 41

(a) Joe Biden

(b) Vladimir Putin

(c) Emmanuel Macron

(d) Donald Trump

(e) Narendra Modi

Ans.d

Sol. Donald Trump Becomes First Recipient of FIFA's Newly Launched Peace Prize
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US President Donald Trump became the first-ever recipient of FIFA's newly launched
“FIFA Peace Prize - Football Unites the World” during the 2026 World Cup draw in
Washington, DC.
FIFA President Gianni Infantino, known for his close association with Trump, has
previously stated that Trump deserved a Nobel Peace Prize for his efforts toward
negotiating a Gaza ceasefire.
The award, introduced in November, aims to honour individuals whose exceptional
actions have contributed to global peace and unity through football, and will be
presented annually.
Recent Awards

e Rum Brand of the Year Award 2025 - Camikara Rum (India)

e Miss Universe 2025 crown - Miss Fatima Bosch (Mexico)

e CII Quality Ratna Award - TVS Motor Chairman Venu Srinivasan

e Indira Gandhi Peace Prize - Former Chilean President Michelle Bachelet

e Booker Prize 2025 - Hungarian-British author David Szalay (for ‘Flesh’ novel)

116. Veteran Indian pacer Mohit Sharma announced his retirement from all forms
of cricket, ending a career that included 34 international matches and over a
decade-long stint in the IPL with teams like CSK; KXIP/PBKS, DC, and Gujarat
Titans. In which year did Mohit Sharma make his international debut for India?
IS URTT 9 Tigars Hifgd Wt A fhdre & Wit wite A H=m & givon &
& 3, Fored 379 Hvax 31 o &1 a7 foreH 34 SiaRRTPIA A4 3R CSK, KXIP/PBKS,
DC 3R ORI eTge~q oIl 101 & |1 [PL H UH 1 A TSI BT HY T g
Hifgd T4t = WRd & Rre siqvgia sy fw axf fvar un
(a) 2011
(b) 2012
(c) 2013
(d) 2014
(e) 2015
Ans. c
Sol. Veteran Pacer Mohit Sharma Announces Retirement from All Forms of Cricket
Veteran Indian pacer Mohit Sharma announced his retirement from all forms of cricket,
ending a career that included 34 international matches and over a decade-long stint in
the [PL with teams like CSK, KXIP/PBKS, DC, and Gujarat Titans.
Mohit, who debuted for India in 2013, took 35 ODI wickets and 6 T20I wickets, and
became a reliable death-overs bowler for CSK under MS Dhoni; he also finished as the
second-highest wicket-taker in IPL 2023 for Gujarat Titans.
Recently Retired Players

e Mohit Sharma (India) - All Forms of Cricket

e Kane Williamson (New Zealand) - T20 Internationals

e Rohan Bopanna (India) - Professional Tennis

e Chris Woakes (England) - International Cricket

e Sergio Busquets (Spain) - Professional Scooer
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e Jerome Boateng (German) - Professional Scooer
e Samuel Umtiti (France) - Professional Scooer
e Amit Mishra (India)- Professional Cricket

117. LIC recently signed a comprehensive and strategic bancassurance
partnership with which bank, allowing the bank’s customers to access a wide
range of LIC insurance products through its extensive branch network as well as
digital platforms?

TASMERA A g1l 81 A fhH d &A1Y Usp AU 3R I0HIfae SHuzay aigierl
W gEAIER fHu 8, o 9 & Uee! &1 3iu= STu® XMET Acad & A1Y-ary
e wewd & areay | Tasmsil a1 Sdrel @t Ue fawga §uar 9% ug"
& 81 qeb?

(a) HDFC Bank

(b) ICICI Bank

(c) Axis Bank

(d) Yes Bank

(e) IndusInd Bank

Ans.d

Sol. LIC Signs Strategic Bancassurance Partnership with Yes Bank to Expand Insurance
Access and Strengthen Customer Outreach

LIC has signed a strategic bancassurance partnership with Yes Bank, enabling the bank’s
customers to access LIC’s insurance products through Yes Bank’s branch network and
digital channels.

The collaboration expands access to LIC’s major offerings, including Protection Plus (a
linked savings-cume-life cover plan) and Bima Kavach (a pure-risk protection plan) with
flexible premium options, long-term coverage up to 100 years, and multiple benefit
choices.

The plans offer features such as partial withdrawals, top-up premiums, life-stage-based
enhancement of cover, and instalment-based benefit payouts, increasing flexibility and
financial convenience for policyholders.

118. The Ministry of Tourism, in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture,
Sangeet Natak Academy, and Andhra Pradesh agencies, is hosting the 3rd
Krishnaveni Sangeetha Neerajanam 2025 in Vijayawada on 6-7 December 2025,
celebrating Telugu music heritage. What is the theme of Krishnaveni Sangeetha
Neerajanam 2025?

¥, 6-7 faxiaR 2025 o1 fasraarsT A TR poraolt wiitar FRem 2025 $T SmaieE
B TBT1 8, Sl Ay T farTod &1 o1y WATGT | it Giftar TRerd 2025 &1
s g

(a) Reviving Lost Indian Classical Instruments

(b) Celebrating the Richness of Telugu Music Traditions

(c) India’s Folk Music and Tribal Rhythms

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government m



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

x
-
ambitiousbaba.com \A\:)‘aiw babali Online Test Series

(d) Global Carnatic Fusion Sounds

(e) Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat - Cultural Melodies

Ans.b

Sol. Vijayawada to Host 3rd Krishnaveni Sangeetha Neerajanam 2025 Celebrating
Telugu Music and Andhra Pradesh’s Cultural Heritage

The Ministry of Tourism, in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture, Sangeet Natak
Academy, and Andhra Pradesh agencies, is hosting the 3rd Krishnaveni Sangeetha
Neerajanam 2025 in Vijayawada on 6-7 December 2025, celebrating Telugu music
heritage.

Theme - Celebrating the Richness of Telugu Music Traditions

The festival focuses on strengthening Andhra Pradesh’s cultural identity and promoting
music tourism, featuring 18 Carnatic concerts by 98 artists over two days.

A special exhibition will display Andhra Pradesh’s GI-tagged and traditional crafts,
including Kondapalli Toys, Etikoppaka Lacquerware, Udayagiri Cutlery, Leather
Puppetry, Narsapur Lace, and iconic handloom clusters like Mangalagiri, Venkatagiri,
Chirala, Uppada, and Moragudi.

119. The fifth edition of the Joint Military Exercise. “Harimau Shakti - 2025”
between India and Malaysia is being conducted at which location?

YR 3R TR & dia Wgad A7 AT "gRHTS: Rifed - 2025" T Ural
HEH 0T forsy RITH UR Sfaiford foar <ir 3818?

(a) Jaisalmer Military Station, Rajasthan

(b) Mahajan Field Firing Range, Rajasthan

(c) Wellington Cantonment, Tamil Nadu

(d) Port Blair, Andaman & Nicobar

(e) Dehradun Military College

Ans.b

Sol. India and Malaysia Launch 5th Edition of Joint Military Exercise Harimau Shakti
2025 in Rajasthan

The 5th edition of Exercise Harimau Shakti 2025 is being conducted at Mahajan Field
Firing Range, Rajasthan, from 05-18 December 2025, with India represented mainly by
the DOGRA Regiment and Malaysia by the 25th Battalion Royal Malaysian Army.

The exercise aims to jointly rehearse Sub-Conventional Operations under Chapter VII of
the UN Mandate, focusing on enhancing interoperability and coordination between the
two armies.

The training includes counter-terrorist tactical drills such as cordon and search
operations, search-and-destroy missions, heliborne operations, and developing
coordinated joint responses during complex security situations.

120. Which company has partnered with Sabre Direct Pay to modernise payment
solutions for global travel merchants?

g Hu=l 7 afye aa afew & fore tie gy Y ey 991 & fore sabre
Direct Pay%wuv@a'lﬁa%%?
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(a) Razorpay

(b) PayU

() Juspay

(d) Cashfree

(e) Stripe

Ans. c

Sol. Juspay Partners with Sabre Direct Pay to Enhance Global Payment Solutions for
Travel Merchants

Juspay has partnered with Sabre Direct Pay to modernise payment solutions for travel
merchants globally, aiming to improve conversion rates and streamline transactions.
The partnership will enable sector-specific capabilities, including access to local
payment methods, faster go-to-market, cross-border payments, efficient checkout, and
reconciliation processes.

Juspay, headquartered in Bengaluru, has expanded its global presence with offices in the
US, Europe, Asia Pacific, and Latin America, reporting its highest-ever revenue of ~X514
crore in FY2025.

121. Which Cambodia-based bank has partnered with NPCI International
Payments to enable UPI acceptance in Cambodia?

HaIfear & ford 9 A Haifsar & upl WHTIdT G&f H39 & forg NpCI
International Payments & 91y H’f@mﬁ &1 %?

(a) Phnom Penh Commercial Bank

(b) ACLEDA Bank

(c) Canadia Bank

(d) Cambodian Public Bank

(e) ANZ Royal Bank

Ans.b

Sol. India’s UPI to Become Acceptable in Cambodia Through NPCI-ACLEDA Bank
Partnership

NPCI International Payments (NIPL) has partnered with ACLEDA Bank of Cambodia,
enabling acceptance of India’s UPI in Cambodia and allowing Cambodia’s Bakong
(KHQR) QR network to be accepted in India.

Indian tourists visiting Cambodia will now be able to make payments using UPI apps at
over 4.5 million KHQR-enabled merchant outlets across the country.

NIPL is also helping countries like Namibia, Trinidad & Tobago, and Peru develop UPI-
like digital payment systems; UPI in India processed 20.47 billion transactions worth
X26.32 trillion in November.

122. RBI has widened access to Gold Metal Loans (GML), allowing banks to lend
not only to jewellery manufacturers but also to jewellers who outsource
production. From which date will the new RBI guidelines on expanded Gold Metal
Loan (GML) access come into effect?

IRHI3TE A Mes Aed i (SHEHTN) 9% Ugd 961 41 3, s d & = daat smywor
frafarsit ot afep Icare 31 3TITHRN HA aTad wder™d o W BT FHA B
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faarfyd Mes Aed @4 (SivATe) UgY IR 3RS & T femnfAdwr fra afta |
AR B

(a) January 1, 2025

(b) July 1, 2025

(c) April 1, 2026

(d) December 31, 2025

(e) March 31, 2026

Ans. c

Sol. RBI Expands Gold Metal Loan Access to More Jewellers Under New 2026 Guidelines
RBI has widened access to Gold Metal Loans (GML), allowing banks to lend not only to
jewellery manufacturers but also to jewellers who outsource production, under new
guidelines effective April 1, 2026.

Updated rules under the Master Direction on Imports and the Gold Monetisation
Scheme (GMS) permit nominated banks to extend import-linked GML to entities
engaged in manufacturing or selling jewellery for domestic or export markets.
GMS-linked GML can now be provided to both jewellers and MMTC for minting India
Gold Coins (IGCs), expanding the operational scope of the scheme.

Banks must ensure strict end-use monitoring, preventing any sale or export of GML-
sourced gold in primary form, and must value the gold daily using the LBMA Gold AM
price and rupee-dollar reference rate.

Loan tenors will follow FTP norms for exporters, while others will have a maximum
tenure of 270 days, with repayments made in INR, except GMS-linked borrowers who
may repay principal partially or fully in physical gold under regulated conditions.

123. Where were the India-Russia bilateralitalks on fisheries, meat, and dairy
trade expansion held?

YRA- Ao, i 3R 378 s faxar ur fgueha araf et smafoa g32
(a) Moscow

(b) St. Petersburg

(c) Mumbai

(d) New Delhi

(e) Vladivostok

Ans.d

Sol. India-Russia Discuss Expansion of Fisheries, Meat & Dairy Trade Ahead of High-
Level Talks

India and Russia held bilateral talks in New Delhi to expand trade in fisheries, meat, and
dairy products, address market access issues, and speed up export establishment
listings under Russia’s FSVPS system.

Russia expressed strong interest in importing Indian fishery and meat products,
collaborating on veterinary vaccines, and developing the trout market through joint
technical projects and potential joint ventures.
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India highlighted its fishery exports worth USD 7.45 billion in 2024-25, discussed
diversification of exports (shrimp, prawns, tuna, squid, etc.), and requested early
approvals for Indian dairy and meat establishments, including AMUL/GCMME.

Both countries agreed to enhance cooperation in aquaculture technologies, deep-sea
fishing vessels, capacity building, cold-water fisheries, and proposed signing an MoU to
establish a structured mechanism for long-term collaboration.

124. In which location did the 10th edition of the India-Indonesia joint special
forces exercise ‘Garuda Shakti’ begin?
YRA-SSHRMAT g [AY 96 31T TS fRT BT 1091 TEHRUT HE1 = §3IT?
(a) Tezpur, Assam
(b) Jaipur, Rajasthan
(c) Agra, Uttar Pradesh
(d) Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh
(e) Shillong, Meghalay
Ans. d
Sol. India-Indonesia joint special forces exercise ‘Garuda Shakti’ begins in Himachal
Pradesh
The 10th India-Indonesia joint special forces exercise ‘Garuda Shakti’ began in Bakloh,
Himachal Pradesh, focusing on strengthening interoperability through counter-
terrorism drills, combat shooting, heliborne ops, sniping, and drone/counter-UAS
tactics.
The exercise includes exchange of expertise on weapons, equipment and operational
practices, culminating in a high-intensity validation exercise simulating real-world
scenarios to assess combat readiness.
Recent Exercise
e §8th edition of bilateral air exercise ‘Garuda’ between India and France - France
e 19th edition of Exercise Suryakiran 2025 between India and Nepal - Pithoragarh,
Uttarakhand
11th Edition of Joint Military Exercise ‘MITRA SHAKTI-2025’ between India and
Sri Lanka - Belagavi, Karnataka
5th Edition of Maritime Exercise ‘Samudra Shakti 2025’ between India and
Indonesia - Visakhapatnam

4th Edition of Exercise AUSTRAHIND 2025 between India & Australia - Perth,
Australia

125. India is hosting the 20th session of UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Committee
for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage at which location?

YR TAD] D ST Hip i [aRTHd AREUT SR -TIRBRY Afd & 209 T Y
AT fF e I R HRIETR?

(a) India Gate

(b) Red Fort

(c) Vigyan Bhawan
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(d) Rashtrapati Bhawan

(e) Purana Qila

Ans.b

Sol. India Hosts 20th UNESCO Committee Session on Safeguarding Intangible Cultural
Heritage at Red Fort

India is hosting the 20th session of UNESCO'’s Intergovernmental Committee for the
Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage at the Red Fort, New Delhi, with
participation from over 800 delegates representing 180+ countries.

The committee will examine nominations for UNESCO ICH lists, review the status of
existing elements, and consider international assistance for safeguarding intangible
cultural heritage; India currently has 15 elements on the Representative List.

Key discussions will include safeguarding reports, requests for international assistance,
and global dialogue on living heritage, best practices, and future safeguarding strategies.

126. Which bank launched the premium ‘Luxura’ RuPay metal credit card?
&g 9% A Niffad Luxura’ RuPay Ned wise PIS A fHan
(a) SBI
(b) HDFC Bank
(c) Punjab National Bank
(d) ICICI Bank
(e) Bank of Baroda
Ans. c
Sol. PNB Launches Premium ‘Luxura’ RuPay Metal Card
Punjab National Bank (PNB) launched a new premium RuPay metal credit card ‘Luxura’,
in New Delhi, targeting high-end customers.
The bank also appointed Indian women’s cricket captain Harmanpreet Kaur as its first
female brand ambassador during the launch event.
The Luxura card offers reward points, milestone benefits, and hotel/dining privileges,
helping PNB strengthen its presence in the high-value credit card market.
About Punjab National Bank (PNB)
e Founded - 12 April 1894
e Founder - Dyal Singh Majithia and Lala Lajpat Rai
e Headquarters - New Delhi
e MD & CEO - Ashok Chandra
e Tagline - The Name You can Bank Upon

127. NMDC signed an MoU with which institution to enhance cybersecurity and
digital technology integration?

NMDC A HTSaR TR 3R f&forea eaiarc SERRM & e & fore fPa =i &
HTY MoU W1 foam?

(a) IIT Delhi

(b) IIT Bombay

(c) IIT Kanpur
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(d) IISc Bengaluru

(e) NIT Trichy

Ans. c

Sol. NMDC Signs MoU with IIT Kanpur to Boost Cyber Security and Digital Technology
Integration

State-owned miner National Mineral Development Corporation (NMDC) signed an MoU
with IIT Kanpur to enhance cyber security and advance digital technologies like Al and
ML across its operations, strengthening industry-academia collaboration.

The partnership includes work on cyber security risk assessment, policy and
compliance support, AI/ML integration, security operations, incident response, capacity
building, and joint research and innovation.

The collaboration will also involve training programmes, pilot projects, research
activities, and co-development of solutions, helping NMDC build a secure and future-
ready digital foundation.

128. International Anti-Corruption Day is observed annually on 9 December to
raise awareness about the dangers of corruption and promote measures to
combat it globally. What is the theme for International Anti-Corruption Day 2025?

SRTPTT YPTER faR1dt feaw 82 A1et 9 fedeR ST YPER & @Rl & IR A
SRRl 9¢M 3R faY TR TR 590 9S4 & IUT| &l 9¢rdT 34 & fore 1=mar sird

| SIRTPI Yo fRid faaw 2025 @1 fava w82

(a) Fighting Corruption Together

(b) Uniting with Youth Against Corruption: Shaping Tomorrow's Integrity

(c) Transparency and Accountability

(d) Governance for All

(e) Ending Corruption Worldwide

Ans. b

Sol. 9 December - International Anti-Corruption Day

International Anti-Corruption Day is observed annually on 9 December to raise
awareness about the dangers of corruption and promote measures to combat it globally.
Theme 2025 - Uniting with Youth Against Corruption: Shaping Tomorrow's Integrity
The day was established by the United Nations in 2003 under the UN Convention
Against Corruption (UNCAC) to encourage governments, organizations, and individuals
to take action against corruption.

129. The Indian Army’s Eastern Command mountaineering team achieved a
landmark feat by completing the first-ever recorded ascent of which previously
unconquered Himalayan peak?

gfea il #Y §e FHis Al &iw A feurey ot fra odt A ww ugeh
IR UETE T H3d TP 951 HHATal g1RId &1, o iR ugd &4t =ers =81 53 &
(a) Mount Kangto

(b) Mount Kamget

(c) Mount Jongsong

(d) Mount Pauhunri
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(e) Mount Kabru

Ans. a

Sol. Indian Army Achieves Historic First Ascent of Mount Kangto, Arunachal Pradesh’s
Highest Peak

Indian Army’s Eastern Command mountaineering team achieved a historic milestone by
successfully summiting Mount Kangto (7,042 m), the highest and previously
unconquered peak of Arunachal Pradesh, marking its first-ever recorded ascent.

The 18-member team, flagged off on November 3, braved extreme weather, rarefied air,
icy ridgelines, deep crevasses, and near-vertical ice walls, showcasing exceptional
courage, discipline, teamwork, and resilience.

The expedition was formally ‘Flagged In’ by Lt Gen RC Tiwari, who praised the
mountaineers for their professionalism and perseverance, calling the feat a tribute to
the Eastern Himalayas and the Indian Army’s spirit of endurance and excellence.

130. Tata Advanced Systems Ltd. (TASL) and which global defence company have
announced a partnership to establish a state-of-the-art Maintenance, Repair, and
Overhaul (MRO) facility in Bengaluru to support the Indian Air Force’s C-130]
Super Hercules fleet, enhancing in-country sustainment capabilities and
regional/global support?

<TeT vsaivs Rerd fifies (1asL) iR f5y affe 3em du-t A URAT ag I &
C-130) U TIHfrH 98 BT U B3, 321 A fRRAT erwanaif 3k et /afye
U B ge F e dgs § sy Yevara, aved SR $avETd (MRO)
gfaen =T w3 & fore 9EierR! 1 givon @1 87

(a) Boeing

(b) Lockheed Martin

(c) Airbus

(d) Larsen & Toubro

(e) Bharat Electronics Limited

Ans. b

Sol. TASL and Lockheed Martin to Build Advanced C-130] MRO Facility for Indian Air
Force

Tata Advanced Systems Ltd. (TASL) and Lockheed Martin announced a new Defence
Maintenance, Repair, and Overhaul (MRO) facility in Bengaluru to support the Indian Air
Force’s C-130] Super Hercules fleet, enhancing in-country sustainment capabilities and
regional/global support.

Construction is expected to complete by the end of 2026, with the first aircraft entering
MRO operations in early 2027. The state-of-the-art facility will provide depot-level
maintenance, component repair, structural restoration, avionics upgrades, and training
programs for Indian engineers and technicians.

The project strengthens India’s aerospace ecosystem, reflects growing defence
manufacturing confidence, and expands the long-standing industrial partnership
between TASL and Lockheed Martin, supporting global C-130 operators and boosting
India’s operational readiness.
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131. Where will the 2025 Squash World Cup be held in India?

2025 BT W q0s HY HIRA A DBl AT HT?

(a) Mumbai

(b) Delhi

(c) Chennai

(d) Bengaluru

(e) Hyderabad

Ans. c

Sol. India to host Squash World Cup for third consecutive time in Chennai

India will host the Squash World Cup for the third consecutive time at SDAT Stadium in
Chennai, with the tournament running from 9 December to 14th December.

Twelve nations will compete, including defending champions Egypt, 2023 runners-up
Malaysia, and hosts India, with teams consisting of two men and two women following a
seven-point format with sudden-death tiebreaks.

India’s squad combines experience and young talent, featuring top players like Abhay
Singh, Velavan Senthilkumar, Joshna Chinappa, and debutant Anahat Singh, aiming to
improve on their best-ever third-place finish in 2023.

132. On which date is Armed Forces Flag Day observed annually?

TS BIRS TR S §X AT b Aa &1 I il §7

(a) 5 December

(b) 6 December

(c) 7 December

(d) 8 December

(e) 10 December

Ans. c

Sol. 7 December - Armed Forces Flag Day

Armed Forces Flag Day is observed annually on 7 December to honour the personnel of
the Indian Armed Forces and their families for their dedication, courage, and sacrifices.
The day raises funds through voluntary donations from the public, which are used to
provide welfare measures and support for serving personnel, ex-servicemen, and their
dependents.

Various activities, including flag distribution, parades, and awareness campaigns, are
conducted across the country to recognize and promote the contributions of the armed
forces.

133. On which date is National Microwave Oven Day observed every year?

A AISHIAT T S TS q9 [6H aRIE S 7171 11 82
(a) 4 December
(b) 5 December
(c) 6 December
(d) 7 December
(e) 8 December
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Ans. c

Sol. 6 December - National Microwave Oven Day

National Microwave Oven Day is observed annually on 6 December to celebrate the
invention and impact of the microwave oven on modern cooking and kitchen
convenience.

The day highlights the microwave oven'’s role in saving time, energy, and effort by
enabling quick and efficient cooking, reheating, and defrosting of food.

It encourages awareness of innovative cooking technologies and inspires people to
explore creative ways to use microwave ovens in daily meal preparation.

134. International Civil Aviation Day is observed annually on 7 December to
recognise the importance of international civil aviation and its role in social and
economic development. What is the theme for International Civil Aviation Day
2025?

SRTPIT ArTR® U faaw a3 Ore 7 fadar &) SiaRigia Arie g9+ & A
IR AT 3R e faer o sat YfireT 3t ugar - & g TAmr™r Sar g |
iR igia ArTR® Sgu faaw 2025 &1 dw T 82

(a) Aviation Innovation for All

(b) Global Air Connectivity

(c) Safe Skies & Sustainable Future for All

(d) Green Skies Initiative

(e) Secure Flights, Secure Future

Ans. c

Sol. 7 December - International Civil Aviation Day

International Civil Aviation Day is observed annually on 7 December to recognise the
importance of international civil aviation and its role in social and economic
development.

Theme 2025 - Safe Skies & Sustainable Future for All

The day highlights the contributions of the International Civil Aviation Organisation
(ICAO) in ensuring safe, secure, and sustainable air transport worldwide.

It promotes awareness about the benefits of civil aviation, including connecting people,
fostering trade, tourism, and cultural exchange globally.

135. RBI urges banks and other regulated entities to improve customer service
and reduce grievances, emphasising customer-centric policies and operations. A
special two-month campaign will be held from 1st January next year to resolve all
complaints pending for more than a month with the RBI Ombudsman. Which
initiative by the RBI focuses on customer financial awareness and rights?

RBI A 9% 31T g1 WAeS T3 A PHewR T IgaR 91 3R Rrepraai
SH B D1 3ATE fPa1 2, s semr-Hfgd Hfaa oiv sifvw=a w ek fear
AT 8| 3T HTd 1 SHa3} ¥ Uoh W &1 {19 BT SU IATIT ST d1feh RBI
INFEIAT & URT Uh W & TTS1 90 A WS weft Rrprardi o gagmar s
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| | RBI B B 31 Ugd HICH Pt BIZARIIA ARSI 3R HUBRI IR Bidd
Hat 87

(a) Re-KYC

(b) Aapki Poonji, Aapka Adhikar

(c) Financial Literacy Week

(d) RBI Kehta Hai

(e) Digital RBI

Ans.b

Sol. RBI Launches Two-Month Drive to Resolve All Pending Customer Complaints

RBI urges banks and other regulated entities to improve customer service and reduce
grievances, emphasizing customer-centric policies and operations.

A special two-month campaign will be held from 1st January next year to resolve all
complaints pending for more than a month with the RBI Ombudsman.

RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra highlighted previous initiatives such as Re-KYC, financial
inclusion measures, and the “Aapki Poonji, Aapka Adhikar” campaign to enhance
customer experience.

The RBI has also implemented transparency measures, including online applications for
services, reviewing the Citizens’ Charter, and publishing monthly summaries of
application disposal and pending cases.

Despite disposing of more than 99.8% of applications within stipulated timelines, a
recent surge in grievances has increased pendency, prompting the upcoming focused
resolution drive.

136. Who has become the youngest ever chess player to earn an official FIDE
rating?

I $H IH & a¥e fEATs! & U H USRS FIDE T U aral faenst o
T E?

(a) Lavina Vithal

(b) Sarwagya Singh Kushwaha

(c) Praggnanandhaa R

(d) Rameshbabu Praggnanandhaa

(e) Nihal Sarin

Ans.b

Sol. Three-Year-0ld Indian Prodigy Sarwagya Becomes Youngest Ever to Earn Official
FIDE Chess Rating

Three-year-old Sarwagya Singh Kushwaha becomes the youngest ever chess player to
earn an official FIDE rating, achieving the milestone at just three years, seven months,
and 20 days.

Sarwagya, from Sagar, Madhya Pradesh, debuted with a rating of 1,572, surpassing the
FIDE minimum threshold of 1,400 and defeating older, higher-rated opponents in
recognised tournaments.

He broke the previous record held by Anish Sarkar (3 years, 8 months, 19 days),
marking a historic achievement for Indian chess prodigies on the global stage.
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137. Which company has Netflix announced it will acquire, including its studios
and HBO assets?

YefForan 3 ra HUh 31 o0 g 3k HBo TRl it sftmfRd w3 &t
HIYOT &1 §?

(a) Paramount Pictures

(b) Universal Studios

(c) Sony Pictures

(d) Warner Bros.

(e) Lionsgate

Ans. d

Sol. Netflix Set to Acquire Warner Bros. in $82.7 Billion Mega Deal Post Discovery Global
Separation

Netflix has announced a definitive agreement to acquire Warner Bros., including its film
and television studios, HBO Max, and HBO, following the separation of Warner Bros.
Discovery’s Global Networks division, Discovery Global.

The acquisition is valued at $27.75 per WBD share, with a total enterprise value of
approximately $82.7 billion (equity value of $72.0 billion), making it one of the largest
media deals in recent history.

The deal combines Netflix’s global streaming reach and innovation with Warner Bros.
century-long legacy of storytelling, creating a powerhouse in the entertainment and
streaming industry, expected to close after Discovery Global’s spin-off in Q3 2026.

138. Lando Norris won his maiden Formula One World Drivers’ Championship in
Abu Dhabi. Which driver’s four-year reign.did Lando Norris end to win the
championship?

qAST AR 7 g uTdt | 39 el widar 9 93 grgad Afua=RIg Sfidl | dst
AR = ARG Sfiam & e forv gTgar &1 IR ATe &1 - aTed {6

(a) Lewis Hamilton

(b) Fernando Alonso

(c) Max Verstappen

(d) Charles Leclerc

(e) Valtteri Bottas

Ans. c

Sol. Lando Norris Clinches Maiden Formula One World Championship, Ending
Verstappen’s Reign

Lando Norris won his maiden Formula One World Drivers’ Championship in Abu Dhabi,
ending Max Verstappen’s four-year dominance and claiming the title by just two points.
Norris becomes Britain’s first F1 world champion since Lewis Hamilton in 2020 and
secures McLaren’s 13th drivers’ crown, marking a historic achievement for the team
over half a century after Emerson Fittipaldi’s first title in 1974.

139. Rohit Sharma became the Indian cricketer to score 20,000 runs across
formats.
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fed waf siarigia fhere & Wit v FRaeS & 20,000 TR a0t G|
YR fgarst a1

(a) Second

(b) Third

(c) Fourth

(d) Fifth

(e) Six

Ans. c

Sol. Rohit Sharma Becomes Fourth Indian to Cross 20,000 International Runs Across
Formats

Rohit Sharma became the fourth Indian cricketer to score 20,000 international runs
across Tests, ODIs, and T20Is, achieving the milestone during India’s 3rd ODI against
South Africa in Vishakhapatnam.

Earlier in the series, Rohit also broke Shahid Afridi’s record for the most sixes in ODI
cricket, highlighting his continued dominance in international cricket even after years of
playing at the highest level.

With this achievement, Rohit joins an elite group of Indian cricket legends—Sachin
Tendulkar (34,357 runs), Virat Kohli (27,808 runs), and Rahul Dravid (24,064 runs)—
solidifying his status as one of the modern greats of the game.

140. What is the name of the ancient Milky Way-like galaxy recently discovered by

Indian scientists?

%M?ﬁu%wﬁﬁmmﬁﬁ'@vﬁﬂém?ﬁqﬁlﬁ%%ﬁ;ﬂammmw
?

(a) Mandakini

(b) Ganga

(c) Saraswati

(d) Yamuna

(e) Alaknanda

Ans. e

Sol. Indian Scientists Discover Ancient Milky Way-Like Galaxy ‘Alaknanda’ With Fully

Formed Spiral Arms

Indian scientists have discovered an ancient Milky Way-like galaxy named Alaknanda,

notable for having clear and well-defined spiral arms despite forming when the universe

was only 1.5 billion years old, compared to today’s 13.8 billion years.

Professor Yogesh Wadadekar of NCRA-TIFR announced that the galaxy appears as a

regular, well-structured system, unlike most early-universe galaxies which were

typically small, unstable, and lacking any clear shape.

The discovery challenges current scientific understanding because stable spiral arms

normally take around 3 billion years to develop, yet Alaknanda shows a fully formed

grand-design spiral much earlier than expected.
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Researchers named the galaxy Alaknanda because, just like the Alaknanda river is a
sister to the Mandakini river, Mandakini is also the Hindi name for our Milky Way,
making the name symbolically connected and culturally meaningful.

141. According to the recently concluded Fifth Khelo India University Games 2025
held in Jaipur, which university emerged as the overall champion by securing the
highest number of medals, including an impressive tally of 42 gold medals?

BT 81 § TR H 9ve uled wa sfear galid 1wy 2025 & gER, f5a
fayfaemera A 42 @l yew! Afed Galfie ygs siiass g AUu &1 faare s«
foam

(a) Lovely Professional University

(b) Guru Nanak Dev University

(c) Chandigarh University

(d) Jain University

(e) Panjab University

Ans. c

Sol. Fifth Khelo India University Games Conclude in Jaipur; Chandigarh University
Emerges Overall Champion

The fifth edition of the Khelo India University Games concluded with a grand ceremony
held in Jaipur. Chandigarh University from Punjab topped the medal tally.

Lovely Professional University, also from Punjab, secured second place, while Guru
Nanak Dev University stood third. During the closing ceremony, the champion
university, along with the first and second runner-up universities, were felicitated with
trophies.

Khelo India University Games 2025 medal tally

‘Rank” University I|Gold|'SilverHBronzeHTotal|
HChandigarh University “42 “14 ”11 H67 |
HLovely Professional University (PB) HSZ H24 HZZ H78 |
HGuru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar H32 H22 H18 H72 |
”]ain University, Karnataka HSO H9 ”11 ”50 |

|
|

”Guru Kashi University H15 ”18 ”48
HPanjab University, Chandigarh H19 H66

Kalinga Institute of Industrial Technology (Deemed
to be University)

HSaVitribai Phule Pune University, MS ”12 ”38
Shivaji University 13 |lo
HMaharshi Dayanand University HS Hll

8 21

142. Kalyan Chattopadhyay, who recently passed away, belonged to which Indian
state?

ST TgiurATy, e g1 8 7 e gom, HRaT & P Tsu 3 A2
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(a) Odisha

(b) Maharashtra

(c) West Bengal

(d) Assam

(e) Bihar

Ans. c

Sol. Veteran Actor Kalyan Chattopadhyay Passes Away at 82

Veteran Bengali actor Kalyan Chattopadhyay, aged 82, passed away due to age-related
illness; his last rites were performed at Keoratala Mahashmashan.

Born in Berhampore (Murshidabad), West Bengal in 1942 and an FTII Pune graduate, he
began his film journey in 1968 with Tapan Sinha’s Apanjan.

Appearing in over 400 films, major works included Satyajit Ray’s Pratidwandi, Tapan
Sinha’s Sagina Mahato, Tarun Majumdar’s Dhannyi Meye, Safed Haathi, Paar, and the
Hindi film Kahani; the film industry mourns his demise.

143. When is the International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of the Victims
of Genocide observed?

SR NSl 31 1T ofR R o1 SieRTeid faaw wa wamar sirar 82

(a) 7 December

(b) 8 December

(c) 9 December

(d) 10 December

(e) 11 December

Ans. c

Sol. 9 December - International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of the Victims of
Genocide

The International Day of Commemoration and Dignity of the Victims of Genocide is
observed every year on 9 December, as designated by the United Nations.

The day aims to honour and remember the victims of all genocides worldwide,
acknowledging their suffering and preserving their dignity.

It also serves to promote awareness about the Genocide Convention of 1948, which
defines and criminalises genocide under international law.

144. Who has begun his first full four-year term as President of the National Rifle
Association of India (NRAI)?

YT IS WY (NRAI) b e & U | U1 yge guf aR-qdfa srdera fraa

3= o

(a) Raninder Singh

(b) Amit Sanghi

(c) Gagan Narang

(d) Kalikesh Narayan Singh Deo

(e) Zorawar Singh Sandhu

Ans. d

Sol. Kalikesh Narayan Singh Deo Re-elected Unopposed as NRAI President
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Kalikesh Narayan Singh Deo was elected unopposed as President of the National Rifle
Association of India (NRAI), beginning his first full four-year term, while Pawan Singh
became the new Secretary General during the elections conducted by Justice (Retd.)
Nirmaljit Kaur.
The elections formed a new executive committee and governing body, including senior
vice president Amit Sanghi, vice presidents Kanwar Sultan Singh and Sushma Singh, and
four sportsperson members such as Gagan Narang and Elavenil Valarivan.
Recent Appointments
e Chairman of ONGC - Arun Kumar Singh; 1 year extension
e MD & CEO of TeamLease Services- Suparna Mitra (replace Ashok Reddy); effect
from 2 Feb 2026
First full-time woman Vice-Chancellor of Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj
Nagpur University - Dr Manali Kshirsagar
MD of PUMA India - Ramprasad Sridharan (replace Karthik Balagopalan)
Chairperson of International Institute for Democracy and Electoral
Assistance (IDEA) for 2026 - CEC Gyanesh Kumar

145. What is ‘Tax Pragya’ launched by Deloitte?

Deloitte IRT dl-d foaT T1IT “Tax Pragya’ 1 %?

(a) A financial audit software

(b) A tax filing portal

(c) An Al-powered tax research and insights platform

(d) A payroll management system

(e) An investment advisory tool

Ans. c

Sol. Deloitte Launches Al-Powered Tax Platform ‘Tax Pragya’ to Revolutionize Tax
Research and Insights

Deloitte launches ‘Tax Pragya’, an Al-powered tax research and insights platform,
leveraging data from over one million court cases and Deloitte’s internal knowledge
papers to accelerate tax analysis.

The platform reduces research time from hours to minutes, providing solutions from
Deloitte’s privately curated database rather than open-source data.

Tax Pragya is a B2B subscription-based tool that supports, but does not replace, tax
consultants; future upgrades aim to enable legal /tax opinion drafting and predictive
analysis of tax notices.

The rollout is phased: first to 500 clients on December 9, then 5,000 clients in January,
and by June next year, it will expand pan-India to MSMEs and SMEs.

146. Baba Adhav, a renowned socialist leader, passed away at 95 in Pune. Which of
the following was one of the initiatives led by Baba Adhav?

STH-HTH GHTSTATS! AdT 9167 34U BT 95 °Te 1 39 3 Yo & e 8t |
Frafafea o @ o9 @ vea a1 31va gRIIR= 31 718 A

(a) Clean India Mission
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(b) Digital India Campaign

(c) Make in India initiative

(d) One village one water source project

(e) Atamnirbhar Bharat

Ans. d

Sol. Renowned Socialist Leader Baba Adhav Passes Away

Baba Adhav, a renowned socialist leader, passed away at 95 in Pune.

He was a prominent progressive leader in Maharashtra, fighting against the caste system
and advocating for the rights of labourers, head-loaders, waste-pickers, and street
vendors.

Baba Adhav actively participated in the freedom movement, Samyukta Maharashtra
movement, anti-Emergency protests, and led initiatives like one village one water
source, protests for the removal of Manu'’s statue, and a Pune-Delhi cycle rally for social
security for unorganised labourers.

147. What percentage of total global real-time retail payment volumes is
contributed by India’s Unified Payments Interface (UPI), making it the largest
real-time payment system in the world as per IMF and ACI Worldwide data for
2024-25?

Ay RNua-erzy Fea Tie afegw # YIRG & gwIgs 98T $e%Y (UPI) BT
ARTe faraT 8, for g IMF 3R ACI Worldwide & 2024-25 & 3T & 3R
a1 &1 9ad go1 Rad-erga tde Reg a9 mam?

(a) 25%

(b) 35%

(c) 49%

(d) 55%

(e) 60%

Ans. c

Sol. India’s UPI Becomes World's Largest Real-Time Payment System, Handling 49% of
Global Transactions

The Unified Payments Interface (UPI) has been recognised by the IMF as the largest real-
time payment system globally, accounting for 49% of total global real-time retail
payment volumes with 129.3 billion transactions.

India’s rapid digital payment adoption is supported by government initiatives, RBI, and
NPCI, including the X incentive scheme for low-value BHIM-UPI transactions and the
Payments Infrastructure Development Fund (PIDF).

Widespread merchant integration and QR code deployment—56.86 crore QR codes
across ~6.5 crore merchants—have strengthened UPI’s reach in urban and rural sectors,
including transport, e-commerce, and public services.

Global comparisons show Brazil (14%), Thailand (8%), China (6%), and South Korea
(3%) lagging behind India, highlighting the success of coordinated digital payment
initiatives and broad merchant adoption in driving UPI’s dominance.
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148. Where has India Post unveiled Kerala's first Gen-Z Post Office extension
counter?

YR UIE A B BT UGAT Gen-Z GRE HTHH TRICH BT Bl dl-d (a2
(a) University of Kerala, Kottayam

(b) Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam

(c) CMS College, Kottayam

(d) Cochin University of Science & Technology

(e) Kerala Central College, Kottayam

Ans. c

Sol. India Post Launches Kerala’s First Gen-Z Post Office at CMS College, Kottayam
India Post unveiled Kerala’s first Gen-Z Post Office extension counter at CMS College,
Kottayam, introducing a youth-centric approach to postal services.

The facility was inaugurated by N.R. Giri, Director Postal Services (Kerala Central
Region), and is designed around the theme: “of the students, by the students, for the
students.”

The new centre was conceptualised and co-created by CMS College students in
collaboration with India Post, resulting in a modern and vibrant postal space tailored to
young users.

149. International Anti-Corruption Day (IACD) is‘ebserved every year on 9
December to raise global awareness about the harmful effects of corruption and
promote efforts to combat it. What is the theme of International Anti-Corruption
Day 2025?

SRTgIa upTaR faRidh feaw (1acp) & T 9 faHeR #Y PR & FIfHR®
YHTG & IR A AfY SINRE o dl 9¢ 3R 3HA 98 & YTl 3 9¢1a1 31 & forg
HATT ST & | SIRTEIT YPrER farieh fgaw 2025 &1 fawa war 37

(a) Say No to Corruption

(b) Fighting Corruption for Progress

(c) Uniting with Youth Against Corruption

(d) End Corruption Now

(e) Youth for Transparency

Ans. c

Sol. 9 December - International Anti-Corruption Day (IACD)

International Anti-Corruption Day (IACD) is observed every year on 9 December to raise
global awareness about the harmful effects of corruption and promote efforts to combat
it.

Theme 2025- Uniting with Youth Against Corruption

The day marks the adoption of the United Nations Convention against Corruption
(UNCAC) in 2003, the world’s first legally binding anti-corruption treaty.

It highlights the role of governments, civil society, private sector, and citizens in
promoting integrity, transparency, accountability, and good governance.

150. Union MoS for External Affairs Kirti Vardhan Singh will represent India at the
7th session of the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-7), the UN’s
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highest-level decision-making body on environmental matters. Where is UNEA-7
being held?

fag=r vl & Ssita wea wA Hifd a¢ Riz @y vy waferor auT (UNEA-7) &
74 7 ¥ YR &1 ufafAftra &9, S vafaror Are) W Sy Iy o1 warw ok
A aTeft HRIT § | UNEA-7 1 STIHord fobar s ¥g1 82

(a) New York

(b) Geneva

(c) Nairobi

(d) Paris

(e) Tokyo

Ans. c

Sol. India’s Kirti Vardhan Singh to Represent Nation at UNEA-7 in Nairobi

Union MoS for External Affairs Kirti Vardhan Singh will represent India at the 7th
session of the United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-7) in Nairobi, Kenya, the
UN’s highest-level decision-making body on environmental matters.

Theme: Advancing sustainable solutions for a resilient planet

He highlighted that UNEA includes all 193 UN member countries, which meet every two
years to deliberate on major global environmental challenges such as climate change
and biodiversity loss.

Singh emphasized global cooperation and India’s leadership through initiatives like
Mission LiFE, Ganga Rejuvenation, Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam, and Swachh Bharat Mission,
showcasing India's commitment to sustainability.

UNEA-7, held from December 8 to 12 at the UNEP headquarters, sets the global
environmental agenda, provides policy direction, reviews emerging challenges, and
promotes partnerships for environmental goals.

151. The Government of India has announced a nationwide governance outreach
initiative called ‘Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore’, aimed at improving administrative
access in rural regions. As per the official schedule, during which dates will this
campaign be organized across all districts, states, and Union Territories of India?
YR WRBR = AT &A1 H U= Ugd ) Aoigd B34 & I3 A UG 119
B SR ATHS APATYT AT BT DN B 71 AMRIBTRS FTRIHH & AR, T8
Sf¥rar 3= & [ fore, Trsat ok g IR v A fore fafay & SR smaifora
far s

(a) 10-16 December

(b) 15-20 December

(c) 21-27 December

(d) 19-25 December

(e) 1-7 January

Ans.d

Sol. Nationwide ‘Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore’ Campaign to Run from 19-25 December

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government m



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

x
-
ambitiousbaba.com \A\:)‘aiw babali Online Test Series

Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore campaign will be conducted nationwide from 19 to 25 December,
covering all districts, states, and Union Territories, with participation from over 700
District Collectors who will visit Tehsils and Panchayat Samiti Headquarters.

The campaign aims to strengthen grassroots governance, improve administrative
outreach, and ensure efficient delivery of government services in rural areas.

On the final day, Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh will inaugurate a one-day workshop focusing
on digital transformation innovations and digital empowerment of citizens, as informed
by the Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions.

152. Which wildlife reserve has been approved by the Mohan Yadav cabinet to be
developed as Madhya Pradesh’s third cheetah habitat?

HIg1 ATGd BfaAe A 7L Y | dH IIdT AT & F9 H [5H a=eiia 3arRvy
B! fapRrd B &) Aol Y 82

(a) Satpura Tiger Reserve

(b) Bandhavgarh National Park

(c) Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve

(d) Pench Tiger Reserve

(e) Kanha Tiger Reserve

Ans. c

Sol. Madhya Pradesh Approves Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve as State’s Third
Cheetah Habitat

The Mohan Yadav cabinet has approved the development of Veerangana Durgavati Tiger
Reserve (Nauradehi) in Sagar district as Madhya Pradesh’s third cheetah habitat, after
Kuno National Park and Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary.

Madhya Pradesh currently has 31 cheetahs, with 28 in Kuno and 3 in Gandhi Sagar; all
originally translocated from Kuno; the third habitat is needed due to the upcoming
translocation of 8 cheetahs from Botswana by January 2026.

The 8 Botswana cheetahs have already been identified and are kept in quarantine
enclosures in a reserve forest in Botswana, awaiting their transfer to India.

The cabinet also approved several infrastructure projects, including the long-awaited
Bhopal Metro, which is expected to be inaugurated on December 21, despite some
stations still nearing completio

153. Gujarat Police’s Cyber Centre of Excellence has launched a major crackdown
on mule bank accounts used by cybercriminals. What is the name of this
coordinated action plan?

ToRTd Yferd & IAT5aR A TP TRIA A AT5a% U] gRT S9N fhw o+
A T 9P WAl IR TS HIRATS = 1 8 | 59 AT SRS BT 19 71 3?
(a) Operation Cyber Shield

(b) Operation Digital Strike

(c) Operation Anti-Fraud Mission

(d) Operation Secure Net

(e) Operation Mule Hunt

Ans. e
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Sol. Gujarat Launches ‘Operation Mule Hunt’ to Dismantle Cyber Fraud Networks Using
Advanced Tech and Statewide Coordination
Gujarat Police’s Cyber Centre of Excellence has launched ‘Operation Mule Hunt’, a
coordinated statewide crackdown targeting mule bank accounts used by cybercriminals,
with Deputy CM Harsh Sanghavi directing police units to intensify verification and trace
networks up to the masterminds.
The state is strengthening its cybercrime response through advanced data analytics, Al-
based monitoring, digital forensics labs, dedicated cyber police stations, and enhanced
inter-department coordination to accelerate both prevention and detection of cyber
fraud.
Gujarat is also boosting public awareness through statewide cyber safety campaigns,
workshops in schools and colleges, and promoting the national 1930 cyber-fraud
helpline, while improving interstate coordination via integration with the Indian Cyber
Crime Coordination Centre (14C).
About Gujarat

e C(Capital- Gandhinagar

¢ Chief Minister- Bhupendra Rajnikant Patel

e Governor- Acharya Devvrat

154. Which Indian state has become the first to achieve 100% digitisation of its
electoral roll under the Special Intensive Revision (SIR)?

a9 T8 WML (SIR) & T8 100% WG 1 fSforedidvor 1 a1 ugen
YR I S AT 57

(a) Uttar Pradesh

(b) Maharashtra

(c) Karnataka

(d) Gujarat

(e) Rajasthan

Ans. e

Sol. Rajasthan Becomes First State in India to Achieve 100% Digitisation of Electoral Roll
Under Special Intensive Revision

Rajasthan has become the first state in India to achieve 100% digitisation of its electoral
roll under the Special Intensive Revision (SIR), thanks to coordinated efforts by BLOs,
supervisors, district election officers, and other staff.

The state now leads the country in voter mapping, with over 97% of mapping
completed, meaning only 3% of voters will need to submit documents during the claims-
objections phase, averaging about 30 voters per booth.

High-quality voter mapping has made the SIR process simpler, more transparent, and
greatly reduced repeated verification, highlighting the dedication of field staff, especially
BLOs and panchayat-level employees.

The draft electoral roll will be published on 16 December 2025, with claims and
objections from 16 December to 15 January 2026, hearings and verification until 7
February 2026, and the final roll on 14 February 2026.
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About Rajasthan
e Capital - Jaipur
e Chief Minister - Bhajan Lal Sharma (replace Ashok Gehlot)
e Governor - Haribhau Bagade

155. The Maharashtra Government launched the Mahadeva Football Initiative
(Project Mahadeva) to provide world-class training facilities for 60 young football
players from rural and remote areas. Which age group is specifically targeted
under the Mahadeva Football Initiative?

HERTY PR A AT 3R GRS & ATDHI P 60 AT Peard Aarsal o fay
T ¢ iUy 47 & g #eTea Pedia ugd (Msiee HeTad) I &1 ¢ | HeTad
Ppeard Usd & ded 9% U A {5 oy ovf 1 aféra fear mar 82
(a) Under-10
(b) Under-12
(c) Under-13
(d) Under-15
(e) Under-17
Ans. c
Sol. Maharashtra Launches Mahadeva Football Initiative to Train 60 Rural U-13 Players
with World-Class Facilities
The Maharashtra Government launched the Mahadeva Football Initiative (Project
Mahadeva) to provide world-class training facilities for 60 young football players from
rural and remote areas.
The programme specifically targets Under-13 (U-13) boys and girls, aiming to create a
long-term pathway for football development in the state.
A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between the School Education,
Sports and Youth Welfare Department, MITRA, WIFA, and VSTE, with support from CM
Devendra Fadnavis and announced by Sports Minister Manikrao Kokate.
About Maharashtra

e C(Capital - Mumbai

e Chief Minister - Devendra Fadnavis (3rd time)

e Deputy Chief Minister - Eknath Sindhe & Ajit Pawar

e Governor - C P Radhakrishnan

156. The new brand identity of Ageas Federal Life Insurance was launched in
Mumbai by MD & CEO Jude Gomes, along with which iconic sportsperson who
serves as the company’s brand ambassador?

T3 1 Uora hevd 31 13 9IS Uga THS! 3R Wigen o8 mw A fra ufafla
fears (sis Torey) F Ay Al 2

(a) Virat Kohli

(b) P. V. Sindhu

(c) Sachin Tendulkar

(d) Neeraj Chopra
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(e) M. S. Dhoni

Ans. c

Sol. Ageas Federal Life Insurance Unveils New Brand Identity with “Har Wada Mumkin”
Promise

Ageas Federal Life Insurance unveiled its refreshed brand identity with a new logo and
the promise “Har Wada Mumkin - Promises Made Possible,” launched by MD & CEO Jude
Gomes along with brand ambassador Sachin Tendulkar in Mumbai.

The new logo features two unifying arcs symbolising protection and guidance, with
orange representing optimism and violet signifying trust, reflecting the company’s aim
to simplify insurance and expand financial protection across India.

The rebranding highlights the company’s strong performance—270% solvency ratio
(4th among private life insurers), 13% YoY growth in Individual APE, 100% claim
settlement ratio, and a growing presence with 19.71 lakh policies, 27,558 crore sum
assured, and 318,956 crore AUM as of March 2025.

157. Bank of Baroda launched its new ‘Masterstroke’ advertising campaign
featuring which global brand'ambassador, aiming to inspire customers to make
informed financial decisions through relatable real-life scenarios?

3% 3UTE TSIT A UAT 74T AR 1% AT ST fry dea gis tausy &
1Y di-d frar, foraeT Sexg arafd® sitaq 31 FRUfaal & Areas I Ures! o1
FagreRT A faxita fofa a9 & e afa s g2

(a) Rohit Sharma

(b) Virat Kohli

(c) Sachin Tendulkar

(d) Harleen Deol

(e) M. S. Dhoni

Ans. c

Sol. Bank of Baroda Launches ‘Masterstroke’ Campaign Featuring Sachin Tendulkar to
Promote Key Retail Banking Products

Bank of Baroda launched a new advertising campaign featuring Sachin Tendulkar as its
global brand ambassador, promoting four key retail products—home loans, car loans,
MSME loans via bob Digi Udyam, and the bob Masterstroke Lite Savings Account.

The campaign continues the “Play The Masterstroke” theme and uses four short films to
show how choosing the right financial partner helps customers achieve goals like buying
homes, cars, or expanding businesses.

According to Shailendra Singh (Chief General Manager, HRM & Marketing), the initiative
positions Bank of Baroda as a trusted financial partner and supports its retailization
strategy to boost customer acquisition and market reach.

158. At The Banker magazine’s prestigious “Bank of the Year Awards 2025 - Asia-
Pacific,” Bank of Baroda received recognition for its overall performance in the
Indian banking sector. Which title was awarded to the bank for its excellence?
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T 9% WIS & UiafYd “dF 3iTh g $aR a1SH 2025 - TRET-IRfre” § uRda
T &5 A ISP Ui & fore 9% 3iTw sSier &1 P-4 f&dare wer far
(a) Best Digital Bank in Asia

(b) Best Public Sector Bank in India

(c) Best Customer Service Bank

(d) Best Retail Transformation Bank

(e) Best Bank in India

Ans. e

Sol. Bank of Baroda Named ‘Best Bank in India’ at Bank of the Year Awards 2025 by The
Banker Magazine

Bank of Baroda (BoB) has been awarded the title of ‘Best Bank in India’ at The Banker
magazine’s “Bank of the Year Awards 2025 - Asia-Pacific,” a prestigious Financial Times
publication.

The recognition highlights BoB’s enhanced customer experience through the expansion
of its phygital branches, which seamlessly integrate physical and digital banking
services.

According to The Banker, these phygital branches allow customers to quickly access key
services such as obtaining statements, generating income tax payment certificates, and
updating nominees for bank accounts.

159. What is the full name of the new company that has received approval from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to be set up jointly by the State Bank of India (SBI)
and the Bank of Baroda (BoB) to develop a Digital Payments Intelligence Platform
aimed at detecting and preventing fraudulent transactions in public sector banks
across India?

I 8 HUL BT RT A 1 8 o R URa H Ardi=e 85 & ol # aRarus) arat
AT BT U1 A 3R AP & IR A T Sfored Yrar sefeea @ewid
faefRa w3 & fig WRdh e §F (THdlens) SR 9@ 1o astal (s grT
YT &Y F WU H & e URdH fiord 9% (emdtans) 3 dodl fira g 82
(a) India Digital Fraud Monitoring Authority

(b) Digital Transaction Security Council

(c) Indian Digital Payment Intelligence Corporation

(d) National Payment Monitoring Corporation

(e) India SecurePay Intelligence Network

Ans. c

Sol. SBI, BoB get RBI nod to set up fraud detection platform

SBI and Bank of Baroda have received approval from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to
establish a new company called Indian Digital Payment Intelligence Corporation (IDPIC)
aimed at enhancing fraud detection in digital transactions across public sector banks.
The new entity will be set up as a Section 8 (non-profit) company under the Companies
Act, 2013, and will focus on identifying and preventing fraudulent digital payments to
strengthen the security framework of India’s banking system.
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The RBI'’s approval is subject to an exemption by the Department of Financial Services
(Ministry of Finance), allowing the banks to hold over 30% stake in the company—
exceeding limits under Section 19(2) of the Banking Regulation Act—uvalid till October
16, 2026.

160. What is the new maximum foreign investment limit that has been approved
by the Department of Financial Services (DFS), Ministry of Finance, for AU Small
Finance Bank (SFB), increasing from the earlier 49% to provide greater flexibility
for foreign investors and support the bank’s growth as it transitions to a universal
bank?
AU TTd BT399 s (SFB) ¥ fore fa wamery & fa<hia Tar faum (pFs) gRT wegdt
wTed =741 Sifrpaw fad=h fora=r A wan g, it ugd 3t 499, W1 & FoTHs fag=ht
vl & e siftres a=itarue ok S & gfaadda d@ o GwHu & SR faer™
B THYT UG BT 82
(a) 49%
(b) 60%
(c) 72%
(d) 76%
(e) 92%
Ans. d
Sol. AU Small Finance Bank Gets DFS Approval to Raise Foreign Investment Limit from
49% to 74%
AU Small Finance Bank (SFB) received approval from the Department of Financial
Services (DFS), Ministry of Finance, to raise its foreign investment limit from 49% to
74% of the paid-up capital of the bank.
The DFS approval follows the bank’s in-principal approval from RBI four months earlier
for its transition to a universal bank, and the approval has no time limit on its validity,
according to the bank’s regulatory filing.
The increased foreign investment limit will help AU SFB maintain sufficient headroom
for foreign investment through permissible channels, in accordance with the
consolidated FDI Policy.
About AU Small Finance Bank Limited

e Founded - 1996

e Founder - Sanjay Agarwal

e Headquarters - Jaipur, Rajasthan

e MD & CEO - Sanjay Agarwal

e Tagline - Chalo Aage Badhein

161. RBI has imposed a monetary penalty on Jammu & Kashmir Bank for violating
Section 26A of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949, and for non-compliance with RBI
directions related to the Internal Ombudsman Scheme 2018, Customer Service in

Banks, and KYC Directions. What is the total penalty imposed on J&K Bank by RBI?
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RBI A 77 3R HUR 9 TR 9Teh 1 WEI=H Tae, 1949 B URT 26A BT Ie@UH B
TYUT S TG HAT WB 11 2018, P A HeeHx IfdH, 3R Kyc &= d1ure= =
®1 P e Mfe <8 Tmar 81 RBI A J&K % WR Fl a1 AT avman 82
(a) 350 lakh
(b) X7.5 lakh
(c) X99.30 lakh
(d) X1.5 crore
(e) X2 crore
Ans. c
Sol. RBI Slaps X99.30 Lakh Penalty on J&K Bank for Violating KYC and Customer Service
Norms
RBI has imposed a monetary penalty of 99.30 lakh on Jammu & Kashmir Bank for
violating Section 26A of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949, and for non-compliance with
RBI directions related to the Internal Ombudsman Scheme 2018, Customer Service in
Banks, and KYC Directions.
The penalty was imposed by the RBI under the powers vested in Section 47A(1)(c) read
with Section 46(4)(i) of the Banking Regulation Act.
Based on supervisory findings of non-compliance and subsequent correspondence, RBI
issued a show-cause notice to the bank, and after finding the reply unsatisfactory,
imposed the monetary penalty.
Recent Penalties imposed on Financial Institution
e Kolkata-based Mannakrishna Investments Pvt Ltd (33.10 Lakh) by RBI - for
Governance Violations
Tamilnad Mercantile Bank (¥39.60 Lakh) - for Violations in BSBD Account
Charges and Unclaimed Deposit Compliance
Muthoot FinCorp Limited (2.7 lakh) by RBI - for non-compliance with norms
related to the Internal Ombudsman.
Bandhan Bank (¥44.70 Lakh) by RBI - for deficiencies in statutory and
regulatory compliance.

162. What is ADB’s revised growth forecast for India for FY 2025-26?

ADB A FY 2025-26 & folg HRd &1 78 MY BRBRT fhd-t ag #1182

(a) 6.0%

(b) 6.5%

(c) 7.0%

(d)7.2%

(e) 7.5%

Ans.d

Sol. ADB Raises India’s FY26 Growth Forecast to 7.2% on Strong Economic Momentum
ADB has raised India’s growth forecast for FY 2025-26 to 7.2%, up from 6.5%, citing
strong economic performance in the July-September quarter and improved prospects
for the fiscal year
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ADB has kept its FY 2026-27 growth projection for India unchanged at 6.5%, indicating
expectations of stable growth in the following year.
For the Asia-Pacific region, ADB now projects 5.1% growth, higher than the 4.8%
forecast in September, supported largely by stronger-than-expected growth in India.
GDP Projection List 2025

e Fitch Rating - 7.4% (FY25)

e Ind-Ra-7% (FY26)

e CRISIL-7% (FY26)

o [IMF-6.4% (FY26); 6.2% (FY27)

e World Bank - 6.5% (FY26)

o EY-67%(FY26)

163. SEBI recently launched a new mechanism called PaRRVA to authenticate past
performance claims made by market intermediaries, tackle misleading claims by
finfluencers, and ensure transparency for investors. What is the full form of
PaRRVA?
SEBI A BT €1 A PaRRVA ATH® TS 14T d A7 54T § dTfeh IR &b HeaRAY gRT
fre e fusd uexlH gral & gt forar i ae,; fPTweas gRT Ui e gral &t
T o1 T 3R Azt & fere ureRiar gfféa o &t wds | PaRRVA ST IRT AT
T E?
(a) Past Regulatory Review and Verification Authority
(b) Past Risk and Return Verification Agency
(c) Performance and Return Review Verification Agency
(d) Past Returns Regulation and Validation Agency
(e) Portfolio Risk and Returns Validation Authority
Ans.b
Sol. SEBI Launches PaRRVA to Verify Past Returns and Curb Misleading Financial Claims
SEBI launches PaRRVA (Past Risk and Return Verification Agency) to verify past
performance claims of market intermediaries and curb misleading financial claims.
Pilot launched by Care Ratings in collaboration with NSE, aiming to provide investors
with independently validated past returns from SEBI-registered advisers, analysts, and
algorithmic brokers.
Two-tier verification structure: a SEBI-registered credit rating agency as PaRRVA and a
recognised stock exchange as the PaRRVA Data Centre, both independently verifying
returns using a transparent methodology.
Focus on transparency and investor protection, preventing selective disclosure of
favourable returns and monitored by an oversight committee to ensure compliance.
About Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

e Founded - 12 April 1988

o Act-1992

e Headquarters - Mumbai

e Chairman - Tuhin Kanta Pandey (replace Madhabi Puri Buch)

e SEBI Set up - Uday Kotak committee
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164. Which award-winning Bollywood actor, known for her dedication to animal
welfare, commitment to a meat-free lifestyle, and advocacy for community
animals, has been named PETA India’s 2025 Person of the Year?

DI W B R faorar aiciigs sifHmE, St ugy wearor & fa wwfta 8, aig-gad
SftaeT el STt § SR ATEIRI® iRl & feorg afesaan feardt §, 3% PETA
3FEAT BT 2025 HT R 311w § TR AT TTR?

(a) Sunny Leone

(b) Raveena Tandon

(c) Dia Mirza

(d) Sunny Leone

(e) John Abraham

Ans.b

Sol. Raveena Tandon Honoured as PETA India’s 2025 Person of the Year for Wildlife and
Animal Advocacy

Raveena Tandon was named PETA India’s 2025 Person of the Year for her commitment
to a meat-free lifestyle, wildlife protection, and advocacy for community animals.
Promoted empathy for all living beings, highlighting her compassionate efforts to
protect animals and raise awareness about humane treatment.

Collaborated with PETA India earlier this year to donate a life-sized mechanical elephant
to Karnataka’s Thousand Pillars Jain Temple, supporting its decision not to use live
elephants.

Joins a prestigious list of past PETA India awardees, including Virat Kohli, Dia Mirza, Alia
Bhatt, John Abraham, Anushka Sharma, and many other Bollywood stars and notable
personalities.

165. Who has been elected as the new President of the Karnataka State Cricket
Association (KSCA)?

PiTed I fobdbe THIRTUIM (KSCA) & U 308 & © U | fbd g1 747 82

(a) K.N. Shanth Kumar

(b) Venkatesh Prasad

(c) Sujith Somasundar

(d) B.K. Ravi

(e) B.N. Madhukar

Ans.b

Sol. Venkatesh Prasad elected new KSCA president

Venkatesh Prasad was elected President of the Karnataka State Cricket Association
(KSCA), defeating K.N. Shanth Kumar with 749 votes to 558, marking a major leadership
change within the Karnataka State Cricket Association.

‘Team Game Changers’ dominates the elections, winning four of the five key office-
bearer positions, including vice-president Sujith Somasundar, secretary Santosh Menon,
and treasurer B.N. Madhukar.

B.K. Ravi wins joint secretary post, becoming the only office-bearer from Shanth’s “Team
Brijesh’ camp with 669-638 votes.
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166. Who was recently honoured with the Global Humanitarian Award for Animal
Welfare by the Global Humane Society, becoming the youngest and first Asian
recipient for his contributions to wildlife conservation through initiatives like
Vantara?
BT 1 6 frd Teiaa g e srais wik ufmd dahax & i farar
S dART St gl & ATy | aueitg GRE H aRTeH & fre wew gar ok ugad
TRETS yraddl 997
(a) Sonu Sood
(b) Anant Ambani
(c) Parul Tyagi
(d) Sundar Pichai
(e) Aditya Birla
Ans.b
Sol. Anant Ambani Becomes Youngest Asian to Win Global Humanitarian Award for
Animal Welfare
Anant Ambani received the Global Humanitarian Award for Animal Welfare, becoming
the youngest and first Asian to win this prestigious global honour presented by the
Global Humane Society.
The award recognises his leadership in creating Vantara, a large-scale conservation
initiative using modern veterinary science, species recovery programmes, and
structured wildlife rehabilitation.
Recent Awards
e PETA India’s 2025 Person of the Year for Wildlife and Animal Advocacy -
Raveena Tandon
Global Humanitarian Award for Animal Welfare - Anant Ambani
TIME’s 2025 CEO of the Year for Shaping Global Digital Culture - Neal Mohan
1st FIFA Peace Prize - Donald Trump
Rum Brand of the Year Award 2025 - Camikara Rum (India)

167. According to TIME magazine’s special feature for 2025, which Indian-origin
CEO—described as a global cultural shaper whose decisions influence the daily
content consumption of billions—has been honoured as TIME’s CEO of the Year
2025?

TIME BTG &Y 2025 3 WRE B Ui & SR, {59 YRda-9a & cEo H1—
St 3RaI AT Bt P B WU DI YHIfAd B dTet “Global Cultural Shaper” &g

TMT—TIME ®T CEO 3{1% € SR 2025 AT AT 8?

(a) Sundar Pichai

(b) Satya Nadella

(c) Neal Mohan

(d) Arvind Krishna

(e) Shantanu Narayen

Ans. c

Sol. Neal Mohan Named TIME'’s 2025 CEO of the Year for Shaping Global Digital Culture
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Neal Mohan, the Indian-American CEO of YouTube, has been named TIME’s 2025 CEO of
the Year, with the magazine calling him a global culture shaper whose work influences
the daily content diet of billions.

TIME describes the “surprisingly mellow” Mohan as a “farmer” cultivating the cultural
soil of the world, noting that what YouTube produces becomes what people consume
worldwide.

168. Who was sworn in as the new Prime Minister of the Czech Republic?
Y MURTST & - YU HAl & U § faa quy o
(a) Petr Fiala
(b) Milos Zeman
(c) Andrej Babis
(d) Petr Pavel
(e) Jan Lipavsky
Ans. c
Sol. Andrej Babis Returns to Power as Czech Republic’'s New Prime Minister
Andrej Babis, a populist billionaire and former Prime Minister (2017-2021), was sworn
in again as the Prime Minister of the Czech Republic on December 9, 2025, after his
party's victory in the October parliamentary elections.
His new coalition commands 108 out of 200 seats in the Lower House, pushing the four
centre-right, pro-Western parties of former PM Petr Fiala to the Opposition.
Newly Appointed Prime Ministers & Presidents
e President of Ireland - Catherine Connolly
e First Female PM of Japan - Sanae Takaichi (from Liberal Democratic Party)
e [nterim PM of Nepal - Sushila Karki (first woman Chief Justice of nation from 2016-
2017)
President of Guyana - Irfaan Ali
PM of France - Sebastien Lecornu

169. Human Rights Day is observed every year on 10 December to commemorate
the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) by the United
Nations General Assembly in 1948. What is the theme of Human Rights Day 2025?

T T 10 fEHaR Bt AFQUSR fEas w=man Sira § a1f% 1948 H Y Y

HETHAHT GRT gfAqdd fSTRINRA T YA ASCH (UDHR) DI 39 1 416 fars
I 9 | AT fdad 2025 o1 Frawng?

(a) Dignity for All

(b) Equality and Freedom

(c) Human Rights in Action

(d) Human Rights, Our Everyday Essentials

(e) Justice for Everyone

Ans.d

Sol. 10 December - Human Rights Day
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Human Rights Day is observed every year on 10 December to commemorate the
adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) by the United Nations
General Assembly in 1948.

Theme 2025 - Human Rights, Our Everyday Essentials

The day highlights the universal rights and freedoms that every individual is entitled to,
regardless of nationality, gender, race, religion, or status.

[t aims to spread awareness about protecting human dignity, ensuring equality, and
promoting justice across the world.

170. Deepavali has been officially added to UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage
List, marking a historic moment for India during the 20th ICH Committee Session
held at the Red Fort, New Delhi. With the addition of Deepavali, how many
elements from India are now part of UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List?

% faweht & arer frat # gU 209 1cH FRE AWH F ERM, URA & e ve e
U9 31 fe@Td §U, Sutaelt &1 UNESCO ®1 S foTad dedRd give foree |

Sfftr Rt wirs faar war 7 1 furacht & o & A1y, WRd 3t foa-it Il o
UNESCO &1 g foTad SeaRd giked foRe &1 R a9 15 82

(a) 12

(b) 14

(c) 15

(d)16

(e) 18

Ans. d

Sol. Deepavali Secures UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage Status, Marking a Historic
Milestone for India

Deepavali has been officially added to UNESCO’s Intangible Cultural Heritage List,
marking a historic moment for India during the 20th ICH Committee Session held at the
Red Fort, New Delhi.

Leaders, including the PM, Vice President, Union Ministers, and UNESCO, highlighted
Deepavali’s universal message of light over darkness, unity, cultural diversity, and
community-driven traditions, supported by artisans, farmers, diaspora, and various
social groups.

The recognition strengthens India’s global cultural presence, bringing the nation’s total
entries to 16, and places responsibility on India to preserve, promote, and safeguard the
festival’s rich traditions for future generations.

171. UAE has been ranked the world’s strongest passport for 2025 with a mobility
score of 179, offering its citizens the highest access to countries visa-free or with a
visa-on-arrival. Which two countries share the second rank with a mobility score
of 175 in the 2025 strongest passports list?

UAE 31 2025 & g gfoar &1 9ed werqa uraaid &1 gt foar wan g, foraer
Hifaferdt @R 179 g, o9 59 AnTi! &) fo=m diw a1 Siw-eiiH-3RTgad ara
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20 H o SuTeT Ty fAed 81 2025 1 GaH Algd UTHUIE RRe #H 175 &
M TP & AT DI A G S G YD W &2

(a) Germany and Sweden

(b) Japan and South Korea

(c) Singapore and Spain

(d) Norway and Finland

(e) Belgium and France

Ans. c

Sol. UAE Tops Global Rankings as World’s Strongest Passport for 2025

UAE has been ranked the world’s strongest passport for 2025 with a mobility score of
179, offering its citizens the highest access to countries visa-free or with visa-on-arrival.
Singapore and Spain hold the second position with scores of 175, followed by a large
group of European and Asian nations such as Belgium, France, Sweden, Germany, Japan,
and South Korea with scores of 174.

The Top 10 strongest passports list is dominated by European countries, with the U.S.
ranked 9th and U.K. and Canada at 8th place, reflecting global mobility trends.

India ranks 67th globally, indicating comparatively limited travel freedom when
measured against top-tier passports.

Top 10 Strongest Passports (2025)

|Rank” Countries
|1 HUnited Arab Emirates
|2 HSingapore, Spain

Belgium, France, Sweden, Germany, Netherlands, Finland, Luxembourg, Italy,
Denmark, Portugal, Switzerland, Greece, Austria, Malaysia, Norway, Ireland,
South Korea, Japan

HPoland, Slovenia, Croatia, Slovakia, Hungary, Estonia

HMalta, Romania, Czech Republic, Bulgaria, Latvia, New Zealand

”Lithuania, Liechtenstein, Australia

HCyprus, Iceland

HUnited Kingdom, Canada

”United States of America

HMonaco

172. Tata Electronics and Intel have signed an MoU to explore manufacturing and
advanced packaging of Intel’s chips in India, including production at Tata’s
upcoming semiconductor fab in Dholera (Gujarat) and packaging at the
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TTeT SATRIaY iR ¢d A URd # §¢d & fawy &) Aghaafe ik vsaivs
FPHTRT & o1 T Mou TS fhaT 81 39H HIeRT (ERT) # e1el & 3 ardt
Ifiersaer ba | TisaRH iR H 9ot A B

(a) Noida OSAT facility

(b) Kochi semiconductor hub

(c) Guwahati OSAT facility

(d) Mumbai Electronics Park

(e) Visakhapatnam Tech Valley

Ans. c

Sol. Tata Electronics and Intel Sign MoU to Boost Chip Manufacturing and Al Technology
Ecosystem in India

Tata Electronics and Intel have signed an MoU to explore manufacturing and advanced
packaging of Intel’s chips in India, including production at Tata’s upcoming
semiconductor fab in Dholera (Gujarat) and packaging at the Guwahati OSAT facility.
The collaboration aims to strengthen India’s semiconductor ecosystem and expand
capabilities in Al-driven technologies, with both companies targeting the fast-growing
Al PC market in India.

Tata’s Dholera fab, India’s first approved semiconductor fabrication facility, is being built
under the India Semiconductor Mission (ISM), with operations expected to begin by
2027, employing around 2,000 people and costing over X91,000 crore.

173. 1IT Bombay recently launched India’s first incubator-linked deep tech
venture capital fund. What is the name of this fund?

IIT 979 5 BT 81 § YRd BT Ugdl 3Tagaey-[0ds 31U o dwk hided Bs A
fPaTg I SH S BTAH AT E?

(a) A-Point Venture Fund

(b) B-Point Innovation Fund

(c) C-Point Technology Fund

(d) Y-Point Venture Capital Fund

(e) Z-Point Research Fund

Ans. d

Sol. IIT Bombay Unveils India’s First Incubator-Linked Deep Tech VC Fund and Releases
Strategy Plan 2026-2030

I[IT Bombay’s SINE launched India’s first incubator-linked deep tech VC fund, the ¥250-
crore Y-Point Venture Fund, aimed at supporting early-stage deep tech startups and
helping them transition from lab research to market-ready innovations.

The institute also unveiled its Strategy Plan 2026-2030, approved by the Board of
Governors chaired by Dr. K. Radhakrishnan, focusing on innovation-led growth and
strengthening India’s deep tech ecosystem.

The fund will primarily invest in Al, advanced computing, advanced manufacturing,
materials, nuclear tech, space & defence, climate & cleantech, life sciences, and
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healthcare, while the strategy plan promotes learning-centric, experiential, and globally
connected education pathways.

174. Col Prateek Roy of the Indian Army was recently awarded which prestigious
recognition at the Australian Defence College?

5§30 3Tl & Heiet weltep 1A B g1a 1t W Sl fora fetha wias d S a1
ufaf¥d gwr= fear war?

(a) President’s Medal

(b) Victoria Cross

(c) Param Vishisht Seva Medal

(d) Geddes Gavel Award

(e) Defence Leadership Medal

Ans. d

Sol. Col Prateek Roy of Indian Army Receives Prestigious Geddes Gavel Award at
Australian Defence College

Col Prateek Roy of the Indian Army was awarded the Geddes Gavel Award upon
completing the Defence Strategic and Studies Course at the Australian Defence College,
recognizing his outstanding performance.

The award honors the student who demonstrates exceptional understanding of regional
relationships, decision-making, and superior knowledge across political, diplomatic,
military, cultural, and economic domains.

The Indian High Commission in Canberra shared the achievement, highlighting it as a
prestigious recognition of India’s military leadership and strategic expertise.

175. TIME magazine has named a professional basketball player as its 2025
Athlete of the Year in recognition of her historic season, remarkable on-court
performance, leadership in women’s sports, and significant cultural impact. Who
is this athlete?

TTSH WIS A T Wb d dbedld WUR Bl 370 Sldgiyd divd, HId IR
YR WRHTHY, Afgarsi & wWida A sy 3R 3reu Feard 3R & fw 2025
1YY 3P g $AX 1 3 | T8 QU P12

(a) LeBron James

(b) Stephen Curry

(c) Serena William

(d) A’ja Wilson

(e) Candace Parker

Ans.d

Sol. A'ja Wilson Named TIME’s 2025 Athlete of the Year After Historic WNBA Season
A’ja Wilson was named TIME’s 2025 Athlete of the Year, recognized for her outstanding
performance on the court, leadership in women’s sports, and cultural impact, marking
2025 as a landmark year in her career.

Led the Las Vegas Aces to their third WNBA championship in four years, earning
multiple individual honors including WNBA MVP (4th time), Defensive Player of the
Year (3rd time), Finals MVP (2nd time), scoring title, and fastest to 5,000 career points.
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Recent Awards
e PETA India’s 2025 Person of the Year for Wildlife and Animal Advocacy -
Raveena Tandon
Global Humanitarian Award for Animal Welfare - Anant Ambani
TIME’s 2025 CEO of the Year for Shaping Global Digital Culture - Neal Mohan
1st FIFA Peace Prize - Donald Trump
Rum Brand of the Year Award 2025 - Camikara Rum (India)
Miss Universe 2025 crown - Miss Fatima Bosch (Mexico)

176. India will host the first-ever Commonwealth Kho Kho Championship from
March 9 to 14, 2026, with participation expected from over 24 countries across
Asia, Europe, Africa, Oceania, and the Americas. Which organization is responsible
for organizing the Commonwealth Kho Kho Championship in India?

YR 9 | 14 U, 2026 T Ugdll IR Hia-ded Wi @Y ATUIARIT gRe Hem, o
uf¥ra, gRI, i, SR ok srifveT & 24 1 waTeT 30 & fvan o= &t
Sufle 81 YRd A sraaed @ @t AERm # siffrgs #3 & forg o
TR RreR 82

(a) Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports

(b) Kho Kho Federation of India

(c) Sports Authority of India

(d) Indian Olympic Association

(e) Commonwealth Games Federation

Ans.b

Sol. India to Host First-Ever Commonwealth Kho Kho Championship in March 2026 with
Over 24 Countries Participating

India will host the first-ever Commonwealth Kho Kho Championship from March 9 to
14, 2026, with participation expected from over 24 countries across Asia, Europe, Africa,
Oceania, and the Americas.

The event will feature 16 men’s teams and 16 women's teams, following the format of
the first Kho Kho World Cup held in New Delhi earlier this year, which included 23
nations.

The Kho Kho Federation of India aims to use this championship as a stepping stone for
inclusion in major international competitions such as the Doha Asian Games 2030,
Commonwealth Games 2030 in Ahmedabad, and Brisbane Olympics 2032.

177. The ISSF World Cup Final 2025 concluded India’s shooting season. In which
country was this edition of the tournament hosted?

ISSF World Cup Final 2025 = HIRd & [fe 71 Hiel- &1 G419+ forar| ag goitde frg
oM | AT §3IT UT?

(a) India - New Delhi

(b) Qatar - Doha

(c) UAE - Dubai

(d) South Korea - Seoul
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(e) Germany - Munich

Ans.b

Sol. India Shines with Six Medals at ISSF World Cup Final 2025 in Doha

India concluded the ISSF World Cup Final 2025 in Doha with six medals (2 gold, 3 silver,
1 bronze), all coming from rifle and pistol events as the country drew blank in shotgun.
Simranpreet Kaur and Suruchi Singh clinched gold with junior world record-equalling
and record-breaking performances in the 25m pistol and 10m air pistol events,
respectively.

India secured three silver medals through Sainyam (women’s 10m air pistol), Aishwary
Pratap Singh Tomar (men’s 50m rifle 3 positions), and Anish Bhanwala (men’s 25m
rapid fire pistol).

Samrat Rana added a bronze in men’s 10m air pistol, while shotgun shooter Zoravar
Singh Sandhu reached the men’s trap final but finished seventh.

178. International Mountain Day is observed every year on 11 December to
highlight the importance of mountains for ecosystems, biodiversity, and human
livelihood. What is the theme for International Mountain Day 2025?
$EHRAA A e S §X 9T 11 iR #1 sohifkieed, ssaRidl 3k art
el & forg vgTst 3t srgfiraa o1 i & fore d=m oiren 81 §exavma
ATSA S 2025 Bt T AT ?

(a) Protecting Mountain Ecosystems

(b) Mountains Matter for Youth

(c) Glaciers and Climate Action

(d) Glaciers matter for water, food and livelihoods in mountains and beyond

(e) Sustainable Tourism in Mountain

Ans. d

Sol. 11 December - International Mountain Day

International Mountain Day is observed every year on 11 December to highlight the
importance of mountains for ecosystems, biodiversity, and human livelihood.

Theme 2025 - Glaciers matter for water, food and livelihoods in mountains and beyond
The day raises awareness about the sustainable development of mountain regions,
which are home to nearly 15% of the global population.

It draws attention to challenges faced by mountain communities, including climate
change, soil erosion, poverty, and limited access to resources.

179. Chief Justice of India Surya Kant has reconstituted the Supreme Court’s
Artificial Intelligence Committee to guide the adoption, development, and
deployment of Al tools across the higher judiciary and subordinate courts. Who
has been appointed as the Chairperson of the newly reconstituted Supreme Court
Al Committee?

YRA & HI e Gaddid A gRR SgfSRERT 3R gaaiifdte #1¢ & Al g Bt
T, STAY FHA 3R fEw@ravie # mss #31 & e Jgoita o1 ) snfiéfplRmaa
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o A ) fib A 9T 81 713 71 T I Al FR o1 IR fra
CRIRIRID K

(a) Justice Anoop Chitkara

(b) Justice Raja Vijayaraghavan V

(c) Justice PS Narasimha

(d) Justice Suraj Govindaraj

(e) Justice Sanjeev Sachdeva

Ans. c

Sol. CJI Surya Kant Reconstitutes Supreme Court’s Al Committee to Drive Judicial Tech
Reforms

Chief Justice of India Surya Kant has reconstituted the Supreme Court’s Artificial
Intelligence Committee to guide the adoption, development, and deployment of Al tools
across the higher judiciary and subordinate courts.

The revamped panel will be chaired by Justice PS Narasimha, with Justices Sanjeev
Sachdeva, Raja Vijayaraghavan V, Anoop Chitkara, and Suraj Govindaraj as members,
while Anupam Patra will serve as Member-Secretary and Convenor.

The Committee has been tasked with ensuring that Al initiatives enhance efficiency,
accessibility, and transparency in judicial processes; even as India proceeds cautiously
due to concerns like algorithmic bias, language limitations, and data privacy.

The government informed Parliament that Al tools like LegRAA, ASR-SHRUT], and
PANINI are currently in a controlled pilot phase, with no systemic issues reported, while
courts also face rising challenges from fabricated or morphed digital content submitted
in proceedings.

180. Which ministry launched the SujalamBharat App to improve rural drinking
water governance?

T wamera = grior dgere yonrell # uREfRiaT iR IERe UifieRt aeH & forg
goldT™ HRd T di-g fHarn

(a) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

(b) Ministry of Jal Shakti

(c) Ministry of Rural Development

(d) Ministry of Water Resources

(e) Ministry of Panchayati Raj

Ans. b

Sol. Jal Shakti Ministry Launches ‘Sujalam Bharat App’ to Transform Rural Drinking
Water Governance

The Ministry of Jal Shakti launched the Sujalam Bharat App, a digital platform aimed at
increasing transparency and strengthening community ownership in rural drinking
water supply systems under the Jal Jeevan Mission.

The app, supported by BISAG-N, provides real-time, geo-referenced data on rural water
assets, unifying all village-level schemes and enabling improved monitoring,
maintenance, and decision-making.
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The platform integrates comprehensive information—such as water sources,
infrastructure condition, water quality, supply reliability, and community feedback—and
generates a unique Sujal Gaon ID for every habitation.

The initiative comes amid growing concerns over India’s water scarcity; according to
CGWB, 102 districts are over-exploited, 22 are critical, and 69 are semi-critical in
groundwater levels.

Integrated with PM Gati Shakti GIS, the Sujalam Bharat App will help states adopt a
structured digital approach, supporting future planning, repairs, expansions, and
ensuring sustainable, safe water supply to rural households.

181. India’s first indigenous hydrogen fuel-cell passenger vessel was launched at
which location?

IR BT UgdT o2 B35S o Fga-Ad g Uid ®8l wl-d fba1 T

(a) Kolkata

(b) Mumbai

(c) Varanasi

(d) Kochi

(e) Chennai

Ans. c

Sol. India Launches First Indigenous Hydrogen Fuel-Cell Passenger Vessel in Varanasi
Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal flagged off India’s first indigenous hydrogen fuel-
cell passenger vessel in Varanasi, marking a major step toward clean and sustainable
inland water transport.

Launched at Namo Ghat, the hydrogen-powered vessel showcases India’s advancing
technological capabilities and places the country among global leaders like China,
Norway, the Netherlands, and Japan operating hydrogen-driven vessels.

The initiative aligns with the government’s broader push under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to modernise inland waterways, promote green energy, and enhance
eco-friendly connectivity and public convenience.

182. UNICEF Day is observed annually on 11 December to commemorate the
establishment of the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund
(UNICEF). In which year was UNICEF established?

UNICEF S & 9Td 11 fRaR &1 gA15¢ s AR §ev-vMd s gHReid! s
(UNICEF) S RITYTT $1 IT¢ H AT 1T 8 | UNICEF 31 RITUAT forg arer g8 A
(a) 1945

(b) 1946

(c) 1950

(d) 1965

(e) 1952

Ans. b

Sol. 11 December - UNICEF Day

UNICEF Day is observed annually on 11 December to commemorate the establishment
of the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) in 1946.

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government [JEASS



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

x
-
ambitiousbaba.com u\\:)‘aiw babali Online Test Series

The day highlights UNICEF’s work in promoting child rights, health, education, and
overall well-being worldwide.

Each year, a specific theme is chosen to focus on pressing issues affecting children, such
as child nutrition, education, vaccination, or protection from violence.

183. On which date is Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Day observed every year?
gfradid g Favel (UHC) fead a= ara fre aia &t a9mar s 87

(a) 10 December

(b) 11 December

(c) 12 December

(d) 15 December

(e) 20 December

Ans. c

Sol. 12 December - Universal Health Coverage Day

Universal Health Coverage (UHC) Day is observed every year on 12 December to raise
awareness about the importance of accessible, affordable, and quality health care for all.
Theme 2025 - Unaffordable health costs? We're sick of it!

The day emphasises that everyone, everywhere should have access to essential health
services without facing financial hardship.

The observance aligns with the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 3),
aiming to ensure healthy lives and well-being for all at all ages

184. The Bihar government recently launched an initiative to accelerate the
settlement of land disputes and improve transparency in land administration.
What is the name of this programme, which provides a public interface for
citizens to resolve ownership and documentation issues on the spot?

feR WoR A g1a & § Y-AmHe & e &) aw F3a iR Yy

TR R 9eM & T U9 Ugd Y= F1 8 | 39 STAHH ST 1T 1 8, St ARTRS| B
3 T 3R gxards Gaeht Gei b1 qid 86 B & (¢ Th ATdol-P Sehy
UG BT &7

(a) Bhumi Shakti Abhiyan

(b) Bhumi Sudhar Samvad

(c) Zameen Sudhar Yojana

(d) Land Rights Mission

(e) Bihar Land Connect

Ans.b

Sol. Bihar Launches ‘Bhumi Sudhar Samvad’ to Fast-Track Land Dispute Resolution and
Curb Encroachments

The Bihar government has launched a new initiative, ‘Bhumi Sudhar Samvad, starting
12 December, to accelerate the settlement of land disputes and improve transparency in
land administration.

The programme provides a public interface for citizens to present land documents for
on-the-spot resolution of mutation, ownership, and documentation issues, initially in
Patna, later in Lakhisarai.
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A specialised monitoring team, ‘Udan Dasta’, will be formed to detect and prevent land-
related frauds, with officials instructed to process mutation applications promptly and
avoid unjustified rejections.
The government plans a targeted drive in March to remove encroachments from state-
owned land, taking strict action against illegal occupants and corrupt staff, while
offering rewards to credible informants.
About Bihar

e (Capital - Patna

e Chief Minister - Nitish Kumar

e Governor - Arif Mohammed Khan

185. To improve inclusivity and ease of participation for Persons with Benchmark
Disabilities (PwBD), the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) has announced
a significant reform. What is the main objective of this new decision?
SHTd faemain aafaral (pwBD) & fore THIARTET 3R HUIfier # it &) dgar
T & T, T9 AP |1 SMART (UPSC) A TH Te@qul R S 990 1 g1 39T
HIA BT YT S T 8?
(a) To conduct separate examinations for PwBD candidates
(b) To provide additional compensatory time in all papers
(c) To ensure allotment of the preferred examination centre chosen by PwBD candidates
(d) To exempt PwBD candidates from preliminary examinations
(e) To introduce online examinations exclusively for PwBD candidates
Ans. c
Sol. UPSC Ensures Preferred Examination Centres for PwBD Candidates to Boost
Accessibility
UPSC will ensure that every Person with Benchmark Disability (PwBD) candidate is
allotted the examination centre of their choice as mentioned in the application form,
improving accessibility in its exams.
The Commission will first use the existing capacity of exam centres for both PwBD and
non-PwBD candidates; once a centre reaches full capacity, it will be closed for non-
PwBD applicants but remain available for PwBD candidates.
UPSC will also make additional capacity arrangements so that no PwBD applicant is
denied their preferred examination centre under any circumstances.
UPSC Chairman Dr Ajay Kumar said the move is based on an analysis of examination
centre data from the last five years, which showed early saturation at centres like Delhi,
Cuttack, Patna and Lucknow, ensuring greater convenience for PwBD candidates.
About UPSC

e Establishment - 1 October 1926

e Headquarters - New Delhi

e Chairman - Ajay Kumar

UPSC is the central recruitment agency in India for Group A’ officer posts under the
Government of India.
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e [tisestablished as a constitutional body under Article 315 of the Indian
Constitution.

186. The India-Italy Business Forum 2025 was held in which city during the visit
of the Italian Deputy Prime Minister?

SATd! U GUTH HA B AT & SR sfSaT-ge foea BikH 2025 fea g d
Sratfora fosar ram ur?

(a) New Delhi

(b) Bengaluru

(c) Mumbai

(d) Chennai

(e) Hyderabad

Ans. c

Sol. Italy-India Business Forum 2025 Deepens Strategic Economic Partnership and
Bilateral Trade Ties

The India-Italy Business Forum was held in Mumbai during the visit of Italian Deputy
Prime Minister Antonio Tajani, bringing together senior officials, industry leaders,
unicorn founders, and over 150 Indian and Italian companies to deepen bilateral
economic cooperation.

The Forum underscored joint commitment to industrial and technology-driven
collaboration in priority sectors such as automotive, renewables and waste-to-energy,
sport technologies, agri-food, connectivity, manufacturing, and transportation, along
with over 100 B2B business interactions.

A key outcome was the signing of the Agreed Minutes of the 22nd India-Italy Joint
Commission for Economic Cooperation (JCEC), establishing a concrete roadmap to
translate the Strategic Partnership into tangible trade, investment, and industrial
outcomes.

Several major MoUs were signed, including SIMEST-1CC cooperation, SAIL awarding
€500 million green steel projects to Italy’s Danieli Group, Prada’s Kolhapuri-inspired
collaboration, expansion of Carpisa retail in India, and a €5 million Italian investment by
Cavagna Group, reinforcing long-term bilateral trade and investment ties.

187. DSC A20, the first indigenous Diving Support Craft of the Indian Navy, will be
commissioned at which location?

YR A1 T Ul Wi s1efa quid $1we psc A20 5 w= R A
far s

(a) Visakhapatnam

(b) Mumbai

(c) Kochi

(d) Chennai

(e) Port Blair

Ans.c

Sol. Indian Navy to Commission First Indigenous Diving Support Craft ‘DSC A20’ at Kochi
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The Indian Navy will commission DSC A20, the first indigenously designed and built
Diving Support Craft, at Kochi under the Southern Naval Command, enhancing the
Navy’s diving and underwater operational capabilities.

Built by Titagarh Rail Systems Limited (TRSL), Kolkata, DSC A20 is the lead ship of a
five-vessel series and features a catamaran hull, advanced diving systems, and a
displacement of about 390 tonnes, ensuring superior stability, safety, and operational
efficiency.

The commissioning marks a major milestone for Aatmanirbhar Bharat and the Make in
India initiative, showcasing successful collaboration between the Indian Navy,
indigenous shipbuilding industry, and national research institutions.

188. The 17th edition of the FICCI Annapoorna Interfood Exhibition 2025 was held
in which city?

FICCI 3T %S UGRIHT 2025 BT 1701 WRH VT for e Mg | Smatford fbar
Yr?

(a) New Delhi

(b) Bengaluru

(c) Chennai

(d) Hyderabad

(e) Mumbai

Ans. e

Sol. FICCI Annapoorna Interfood Exhibition 2025 Showcases India’s Growing Food
Processing Ecosystem

The 17th edition of the FICCI Annapoorna Interfood Exhibition 2025, held in Mumbai,
highlighted India’s rapidly expanding food processing ecosystem, with MoFPI Secretary
Avinash Joshi calling it a key platform to transform agriculture, livelihoods, and
consumer experience.

The event witnessed wide international participation from 17-18 countries, including
stakeholders from India, Africa, the US, Europe, UAE, and Australia, bringing together
leading food-processing companies, buyers, and trade professionals.

Under flagship schemes like PM Kisan Sampada Yojana (PMKSY) and PMFME, the
Ministry of Food Processing Industries offers capital subsidies, 35%-50% financial
support for cold-chain infrastructure, food-testing labs, incubation centres, and special
incentives for women-led self-help groups to promote food-processing enterprises.

189. NIFTEM-Thanjavur has signed MoUs with which of the following institutions
in Karnataka to strengthen food processing education and research?
NIFTEM-TSITgR A W THWHRT RIS 3R ST &1 Helgd $1 & fow Ffes
& Frufafad 7 @ frg S & 919 MoU R gwI16R fPu d?

(a) Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru

(b) University of Agricultural Sciences, Bengaluru and University of Agricultural and
Horticultural Sciences, Shimoga

(c) National Institute of Technology, Surathkal and [I1Sc Bengaluru
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(d) Karnataka Veterinary, Animal and Fisheries Sciences University

(e) Indian Institute of Management, Bangalore and IIT Delhi

Ans. c

Sol. NIFTEM Collaborates with Karnataka Institutions to Strengthen Food Processing
and Cold Chain Infrastructure

National Institute of Food Technology, Entrepreneurship and Management (NIFTEM) -
Kundli (Haryana) and NIFTEM-Thanjavur (Tamil Nadu), under the Ministry of Food
Processing Industries, have partnered with institutions in Karnataka such as UAS
Bengaluru, UAHS Shimoga, CSIR-Central Food Technological Research Institute (CFTRI),
Mysuru, and others to strengthen academics, research, capacity building, and skill
development, including short-term courses on Cold Chain Management.

Under demand-driven components like Agro Processing Clusters (APC) and Integrated
Cold Chain & Value Addition of PMKSY, proposals are invited from across the country,
including Bengaluru and Dakshina Kannada, to enhance post-harvest infrastructure,
increase shelf life, generate employment, and improve farmers’ incomes.

Third-party evaluation has endorsed the effectiveness of Cold Chain and APC schemes
and recommended their continuation; all entities including farmers and FPOs are
eligible, with one approved project in the Bengaluru region already benefiting around
600 farmers.

190. Which Indian player from Punjab was awarded Rs 11 lakhs by the Punjab
government for winning the 2025 Women’s World Cup?

2025 AT fay FU Siiaq & T 4o WReR gRT Uee ot f5d HRda faarst «t
11 9RG U BT RIBR f&ar 1

(a) Smriti Mandhana

(b) Harmanpreet Kaur

(c) Jemimah Rodrigues

(d) Deepti Sharma

(e) None of above

Ans. b

Sol. Punjab CM Felicitates 2025 Women’s World Cup-Winning Players and Inaugurates
Stadium Stands

Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann felicitated the members of the 2025 ICC Women'’s
World Cup-winning Team India from Punjab, including skipper Harmanpreet Kaur,
Harleen Deol, and Amanjot Kaur, ahead of the second T20I against South Africa.
Monetary rewards were given to the players and coaching staff: Rs 11 lakhs each to
Harmanpreet Kaur, Harleen Deol, and Amanjot Kaur, and Rs 5 lakhs to Indian fielding
coach Munish Bali.

Stadium stands were inaugurated in honour of cricket legends, naming one after World
Cup-winning skipper Harmanpreet Kaur and another after 2011 World Cup-winning all-
rounder Yuvraj Singh at the Maharaja Yadavindra Singh International Cricket Stadium.
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191. Which bank, recognised for its strong financial performance, technology-
driven initiatives, and strategic investment focus, was named Global Bank of the
Year 2025 by The Banker, part of the Financial Times Group?
e ugam WM 9T@ {5 S @) BIgRREd eIsW Ju F A ¢ 57 A wiaa %
3P & $UR 2025 &7 fean
(a) HSBC
(b) DBS
(c) Standard Chartered
(d) Citibank
(e) Bank of Singapore
Ans.b
Sol. DBS Named Global Bank of the Year 2025 by The Banker
DBS, the Singapore-based lender, was recognised by The Banker, part of the Financial
Times Group, as Global Bank of the Year 2025, marking its third win in this category
after 2018 and 2021.
The bank also secured multiple awards, including Asia Bank of the Year, Singapore Bank
of the Year, Investment Bank of the Year - Asia, and Investment Bank of the Year for
Financial Institutions Group, chosen from 294 global banks.
DBS crossed $100 billion in market capitalisation in 2024, becoming the first Singapore-
listed company to achieve this milestone, and reported 11% growth in net profit and
Tier-1 capital for FY24, with a return on equity of 18% and a cost-to-income ratio of
39.9%.
About Development Bank of Singapore (DBS) Bank

e Founded - 1968

e Headquarters - Singapore

e DBS Bank India’ CEO- Rajat Verma (replace Surojit Shome)

192. Which company has launched a multi-currency travel card in India to reduce
hidden forex fees?

5T Huit A yRa A 50 gu fae=h g1 Yo w0 v & o oot daa v1e
ar= fear g2

(a) Paytm

(b) Wise

(c) HDFC Bank

(d) ICICI Bank

(e) SBI

Ans.b

Sol. Wise Enters Indian Market with Multi-Currency Travel Card to Cut Hidden Forex
Fees

Global money movement companyWise introduced its multi-currency travel card in
India, targeting the growing outbound travel market, which saw 3.89 crore departures
in 2024 and an increase in overseas spending to an average of $17 billion annually.
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Unlike traditional forex cards that charge 2-4% conversion margins, Wise uses the mid-
market exchange rate with a transparent conversion fee, potentially saving thousands
on transactions.

The card supports 40+ currencies, offers instant digital onboarding via DigiLocker and
video KYC, allows online and ATM use globally (Visa network in 160+ countries), and
comes with free ATM withdrawals up to $200/month and no annual or inactivity fees.

193. Researchers at NIT Rourkela have developed a low-cost social robot capable
of holding real-time, human-like conversations by understanding natural
language, emotions and verbal commands. Which advanced technology mainly
enables this conversational ability?

NIT YTSRb Al & INYDHaisi gRT fAHRId FH ARG I1a1 HIRT e UTHTad HTT,
TGS 3R A Fdeil @1 wagra: Rad-erga # ara-okft sradid s |
e g | I8 &HdT §31 ¥U 3 {5 39d ao-1e | YT gl 82

(a) Rule-based automation

(b) Internet of Things (10T)

(c) Artificial Intelligence and Large Language Models

(d) Robotics Process Automation

(e) Augmented Reality

Ans. c

Sol. NIT Rourkela Develops Low-Cost Al-Powered Social Robot for Homes, Schools and
Hospitals

Researchers at NIT Rourkela have developed a low-cost social robot (X80,000-90,000)
that uses Al and Large Language Models (LLMs) to enable human-like interaction
through speech, gestures, facial-expression recognition and real-time conversation.
Unlike pre-programmed machines, the robot can understand everyday language, follow
verbal instructions, recognise emotions and gestures, and respond empathetically,
making it suitable for homes, classrooms, hospitals and community spaces.

The system uses Raspberry Pi for voice/text processing, Google Text-to-Speech for
natural speech output, and a wheel-based mobility platform with obstacle detection,
allowing safe operation in crowded indoor environments.

The research, published in an Elsevier journal, aligns with Make in India and
Atmanirbhar Bharat, with future plans including pilot testing, user feedback collection
and industry collaboration to support large-scale adoption in India.

194. Which company has announced an investment of $35 billion in India by 2030
to expand its retail operations, cloud services and Al infrastructure?

e Sut A Rea, Farss Tarsh iR Al F9PTREaRR & fawR & fore 2030 9% YRd
H $35 fafera & faw &t Gvvn 1 82

(a) Microsoft

(b) Google

(c) Apple

(d) Meta Platforms

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government

112



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X
»
ambitiousbaba.com \A\:D‘M babal Online Test Series

(e) Amazon Inc.

Ans. e

Sol. Amazon Announces $35 Billion Investment in India by 2030

Amazon announced a $35 billion investment in India by 2030 at the Smbhav Summit
2025, with funds spread across its retail operations, cloud services and Al arm (AWS),
reinforcing its long-term commitment to the Indian market.

The investment comes amid a broader push by global tech firms to scale Al and data
centre infrastructure, following Microsoft’s $17.5 billion commitment, and as Amazon
explores growth in quick-commerce, competing with Blinklt, Zepto and Swiggy.

The investment will support Al expansion, logistics infrastructure, small businesses and
exports, and is expected to create 3.8 million direct and indirect jobs in India by 2030,
aligning with national development priorities.

195. Which country has become the first in the world to ban social media for
children under the age of 16?

DIF-G1 3T 16 T9 A FH IU & Tl & fore Fi=rer Hifgar wR yfaae = arar gimn
BTGl G/ 9 T 32

(a) Canada

(b) United Kingdom

(c) Australia

(d) New Zealand

(e) Denmark

Ans. c

Sol. Australia Becomes First Country to Ban Social Media for Children Under 16

Australia has become the first country to ban social media access for children under 16,
effective December 10, 2025, blocking platforms such as TikTok, YouTube, Instagram
and Facebook, with companies facing heavy fines for non-compliance.
Under the new law, major platforms must enforce age restrictions or face penalties of up
to A$49.5 million, a move welcomed by parents and child advocates but criticised by
tech companies and free-speech groups.
The ban is a step to protect children from online harms and reclaim control from big
tech, positioning Australia as a global test case that other countries may study or follow.
About Australia

e Capital - Canberra

e Currency - Dollar

e President - Anthony Albanese

196. Which country has launched the “Gold Card” visa scheme, offering fast-
tracked residency to wealthy foreigners in return for a minimum payment of $1
million?

o g=r = 3R fae R ot =g7aw 1 A & YoM R eRe ¢ e &
e M 18 dMT AT IR 31 3?
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(a) Canada

(b) USA

(c) China

(d) Australia

(e) Russia

Ans.b

Sol. Trump Launches ‘Gold Card’ Visa Offering Fast-Track US Residency for $1 Million
Investors

US President Donald Trump has launched the “Trump Gold Card” scheme, offering fast-
tracked US visas to wealthy foreigners who can pay at least $1 million, promising a
direct and expedited path to residency and eventual citizenship for vetted applicants.
The scheme requires applicants to demonstrate a “substantial benefit” to the United
States, with higher tiers including a $2 million employer-sponsored option and a
forthcoming $5 million “platinum” card offering special tax benefits, alongside
additional processing fees.

The move comes amid a broader immigration crackdown, including higher visa fees,
deportations and pauses on asylum and certain country-based applications, and has
drawn criticism for favouring wealthy individuals over broader immigration pathways.

197. Who has been awarded the UN Environment Pregramme’s 2025 Champions
of the Earth Award for outstanding climate action?

SPT TAarg PRATS & [T WY 1Y wafavor Srdehd & 2025 AGH 3Tt § 31k
3raTs & f5d wwrta fear mar g2

(a) Sunita Narain
(b) Supriya Sahu
(c) Vandana Shiva
(d) Parul Tyagi
(e) Ramesh Pokhriyal
Ans.b
Sol. Supriya Sahu Wins UNEP 2025 Champions of the Earth Award for Climate
Leadership in Tamil Nadu
Supriya Sahu, Additional Chief Secretary of Environment, Climate Change and Forests,
Tamil Nadu, has been awarded the UN Environment Programme’s 2025 Champions of
the Earth for her outstanding contributions to climate action.
She has positioned Tamil Nadu as a global leader in climate mitigation, adaptation, and
heat resilience through integrated governance and innovative initiatives over the past
four years.
Her work demonstrates how nature-based solutions combined with low- and high-tech
interventions can protect vulnerable communities while effectively reducing
greenhouse gas emissions.
Recent Awards

e PETA India’s 2025 Person of the Year for Wildlife and Animal Advocacy -

Raveena Tandon
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Global Humanitarian Award for Animal Welfare - Anant Ambani

TIME’s 2025 CEO of the Year for Shaping Global Digital Culture - Neal Mohan
1st FIFA Peace Prize - Donald Trump

Rum Brand of the Year Award 2025 - Camikara Rum (India)

Miss Universe 2025 crown - Miss Fatima Bosch (Mexico)

198. On which date is National Horse Day observed every year?

P 3ty e g% ure frw ardiia &1 A St 87

(a) 12 December

(b) 13 December

(c) 14 December

(d) 15 December

(e) 16 December

Ans.b

Sol. 13 December - National Horse Day

National Horse Day is observed on 13 December every year to celebrate the
contributions of horses in human history, culture, and transportation.

The day highlights the importance of horses in agriculture, sports, policing, and
recreational activities across the world.

199. National Energy Conservation Day is observed on 14 December every year to
raise awareness about the importance of saving energy and promoting
sustainable energy use. What is the theme of National Energy Conservation Day
2025?

BRI 14 feHaR 9 Suif 791 & He@ B IR H TRREH AT 9¢1H 3R TReATd SHell
& FEIHT B FGIAT ¢ & 1T AP SHett W&ol fga™ FAaT A1 7 | e St
TR faad 2025 BT fawy =ar 82

(a) Renewable Energy for All

(b) Saving Energy, Securing Future

(c) Energy Efficiency Matters

(d) Powering India

(e) Sustainable Energy Solutions

Ans.b

Sol. 14 December - National Energy Conservation Day

National Energy Conservation Day is observed on 14 December every year to raise
awareness about the importance of saving energy and promoting sustainable energy
use.

Theme 2025 - Saving Energy, Securing Future

The day emphasizes efficient use of electricity, fuel, and other energy resources to
reduce wastage and environmental impact.

200. The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved the Insurance
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2025, proposing to allow 100% foreign direct investment
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(FDI) in the insurance sector, subject to the condition that the entire premium is
invested within India. The Insurance Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2025 proposes to
replace which of the following Acts?

3ffe ATl &1 Fieqe afifa RIRNEE) 3 Siwr s (@=iem) fadas, 2025 $t
Hedl ¢ &, fored e &5 | 1009 Toaes fadeht o (Twdlens) &Y srgafa A &1
U1 €, 97 fob RT WHifraw YR & Wiar o= foear sime | St & (@=iem)

fada®, 2025 fFAufafaa & A fea sifafam o) yfawnfid s34 &1 U sar g2

(a) Insurance Act, 1938

(b) LIC Act, 1956

(c) IRDAI Act, 1999

(d) All of the above

(e) Bothaand c

Ans. d

Sol. CCEA Clears Insurance Laws (Amendment) Bill 2025 to Allow 100% FDI in
Insurance Sector

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved the Insurance Laws
(Amendment) Bill, 2025, proposing to allow 100% foreign direct investment (FDI) in
the insurance sector, subject to the condition that the entire premium is invested within
India.

The Bill, to be introduced as “Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha”, will replace the Insurance Act,
1938, LIC Act, 1956, and IRDAI Act, 1999, and will also permit insurers to operate under
a composite licence covering life, general, and health insurance.

The legislation is expected to be tabled in the ongoing Winter Session of Parliament
(ending December 19) and is among the 13 bills aimed at improving insurance
penetration, sectoral growth, and ease of doing business.

India’s insurance penetration declined to 3.7% of GDP in 2023-24 from 4% a year
earlier, with life insurance at 2.8% and non-life insurance steady at 1%, highlighting the
need for sectoral reforms.

The government has stressed strong guardrails to protect policyholders’ interests,
ensuring that investments and profits remain in India, while projecting the insurance
sector to grow at 7.1% annually over the next five years, faster than global averages.

201. The government is likely to introduce an amendment Bill in the ongoing
Winter Session of Parliament to rename MGNREGA as “Pujya Bapu Gramin Rozgar
Yojana”, with the proposal reportedly cleared by the Union Cabinet. According to
the government’s proposal, the guaranteed employment under the scheme may be
increased to:

WHR JUG P T4 ¥g INaPTe - I § MGNREGA BT T dGaIdH "Iod a1g ATHI0T
ISR AT HRA & 1T U Wxite fad 91 a3 It 8, 539 URaTd & Hidd dk
R HE Ffee A Al T 21 TWPR & TRA1d & IR, 39 ST S dgd
RS ISR B TTH fohaT ST bl &

(a) 110 days

(b) 115 days
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(c) 120 days

(d) 125 days

(e) 150 days

Ans.d

Sol. Government Likely to Rename MGNREGA as ‘Pujya Bapu Gramin Rozgar Yojana,,
Proposes Key Reforms

The government is likely to introduce an amendment Bill in the ongoing Winter Session
of Parliament to rename MGNREGA as “Pujya Bapu Gramin Rozgar Yojana”, with the
proposal reportedly cleared by the Union Cabinet.

The amended Bill may also propose increasing the guaranteed employment days from
100 to 125 days per household, even as the average employment provided over the last
five years has been about 50.35 days per household.

The amendments are expected to factor in the recommendations of the Amarjeet Sinha-
led review panel, including possible exclusionary clauses based on State-level economic
indicators and addressing inter-State disparities in scheme expenditure.

The government may further revise the funding pattern and introduce stronger
compliance checks, particularly to prevent Centre-State fund-related disputes, such as
the prolonged standoff with West Bengal over scheme implementation.

202. The central government has recently approved:acomprehensive
development scheme for Makhana, aimed at improving research and innovation,
quality seed production, farmer training, harvesting, post-harvest practices, value
addition, branding, marketing, and export promotion. What is the total financial
outlay approved for this scheme for the period 2025-26 to 2030-31?

&% AR A T 8 A 71 & T fawg & e ue a1 &1 et &) 8, et
SR IFHYH SR AR, Ura die1 Jere, T uiRraror, wers ok ugrd-
B ufshart, Yed Hasd, sif$w, fauve $iv fFafa dag= st agar g1 2025-
26 ¥ 2030-31 dP S I & oI Hol Tipd a4 SMMae foa-Ta?

(a) X350 crore

(b) X425 crore

(c) X456 crore

(d) X476 crore

(e) X500 crore

Ans. d

Sol. Centre Approves X476.03 Crore Scheme for Makhana Development

The Centre has approved a ¥476.03 crore scheme for the development of Makhana for
the period 2025-26 to 2030-31, focusing on research and innovation, quality seed
production, farmer training, improved harvesting, value addition, branding, marketing,
exports, and quality control.

The first meeting of the National Makhana Board, chaired by Devesh Chaturvedi,
Secretary, Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, was held at Krishi Bhawan,
New Delhi, marking the start of implementation of the Board and the Central Sector
Scheme.
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The Board reviewed Annual Action Plans of States and research institutions, allocated
budgets for holistic sector development, and stressed consolidating seed requirements
to be supplied by SAU Sabour and CAU Samastipur, Bihar, for the current and next year.

203. What is the Minimum Support Price (MSP) fixed for Fair Average Quality
(FAQ) milling copra for the 2026 season?

2026 A B foIQ Fair Average Quality (FAQ) AR s &1 gAdH qudq Y
(MsP) frat RTag HI 7S B2

(a) 11,500 per quintal

(b) X12,027 per quintal

(c) X12,505 per quintal

(d) X12,750 per quintal

(e) 13,000 per quintal

Ans.b

Sol. Union Cabinet Approves MSP for Copra 2026

The Union Cabinet has approved the Minimum Support Price (MSP) for copra for the
2026 season, with 12,027 per quintal for milling copra and 12,500 per quintal for ball
copra, marking an increase of Y445 and 3400 per quintal respectively compared to the
previous season.

Since 2014, the MSP for milling copra has increased by 129% and for ball copra by
127%, reflecting the government’s effort to provide better income support and financial
stability to coconut farmers.

The revised MSP aims to encourage higher copra production, protect farmers from
market volatility, and allow them to benefit from growing domestic and international
demand for coconut-based products.

204. Bhartiya Bhasha Utsav 2025 was organised in New Delhi to mark the birth
anniversary of Mahakavi Subramania Bharati. What was'the theme of Bhartiya
Bhasha Utsav 2025?

HETHTd IHUTH YR Pt oitiell 711 & forg 78 feweht & wReltg Har 34 2025
T SATAST fHTT AT HRGH HTT ST 2025 BT fAug T AT?

(a) One Language, Many Cultures

(b) Many Languages, One Emotion

(c) Language and Unity

(d) Tribal Voices of India

(e) Celebrating Hindi

Ans.b

Sol. Bhartiya Bhasha Utsav 2025 Celebrates India’s Linguistic Diversity with Tribal
Language Showcase and Cultural Performances

Bhartiya Bhasha Utsav 2025 was organised in New Delhi to mark the birth anniversary
of Mahakavi Subramania Bharati, celebrating India’s rich linguistic diversity under the
theme “Many Languages, One Emotion.”

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs showcased the cultural significance of tribal languages
through a stall featuring publications from Tribal Research Institutes of Jharkhand,
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Odisha, and Gujarat, along with a live demonstration of the Adi Vaani app for real-time
translation between Hindi/English and tribal languages.

The event featured vibrant cultural performances from schools across India,
highlighting the nation’s linguistic and cultural diversity.

205. Who introduced the MahaCrimeOS Al platform to accelerate cybercrime
investigations in Maharashtra?

HERTY H AIGaR HURTY i F dofl A & g AenhrsHsivd Tss Wewid fhuq
o7 fba?

(a) Sundar Pichai

(b) Satya Nadella

(c) Mark Zuckerberg

(d) Arvind Krishna

(e) Elon Musk

Ans.b

Sol. Microsoft Unveils MahaCrimeOS Al to Accelerate Cybercrime Investigations in
Maharashtra

Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella unveiled MahaCrimeOS, an Al-powered platform designed
to accelerate cybercrime investigations, during the Al Tour in Mumbai, which was
developed in collaboration with the Maharashtra Government’s MARVEL.

The platform aims to augment police efficiency, reducing investigation turnaround time
by up to 80%, enabling features such as instant case creation, multilingual data
extraction, contextual legal assistance, and integration with India’s criminal laws and
open-source intelligence.

Initially deployed in 23 police stations in Nagpur, Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis proposed expanding MahaCrimeOS to 1,100 stations, highlighting its potential
to address complex cybercrime challenges across the State.

206. NITI Aayog's Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) has partnered with which
company to launch a nationwide start-up acceleration programme for the circular
economy?

ufvua srdfeaaet & forg Iryeurdt TeTé- o TaieiR e STdHH YR H3 og NITI
Aayog & Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) A fFa sut & a1y H’@W G4 %?

(a) Tata Group

(b) Reliance Industries

(c) Hindustan Unilever Limited

(d) ITC Limited

(e) Adani Group

Ans. c

Sol. NITI Aayog’s AIM Partners with HUL to Launch Nationwide Start-up Accelerator for
Circular Economy Solutions

NITI Aayog’s Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) has partnered with Hindustan Unilever
Limited (HUL) under Project Circular Bharat to launch a start-up acceleration
programme that will support 50 high-potential start-ups over three years, focusing on
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plastic recycling, reuse and refill models, next-generation packaging, and material
recovery from textiles and e-waste.

Selected start-ups will receive mentorship from industry leaders, policy experts, and
investors, along with access to grant funding and pilot projects to test and scale their
solutions in real market conditions, strengthening innovation in post-consumer waste
management.

The partnership combines AIM-NITI Aayog’s policy and innovation expertise, HUL's
industry network, and Xynteo'’s strategic guidance, aligning with the Prime Minister’s
vision of sustainable development and aiming to reduce waste, boost recycling, and
build green industries for a resource-efficient India.

207. The Ministry of MSME signed an MoU with which company to support
Vishwakarma artisans through digital marketplaces?

fasaut FRRY @) fEfed arbewy & areaw ¥ 9= 33 89 MSME Hmed A
| HU & |1Y MoU IR F¥1&R fu 52

(a) Amazon

(b) Meesho

(c) Flipkart

(d) Snapdeal

(e) JioMart

Ans. c

Sol. MSME Ministry Signs MoU with Amazon to Digitally Empower Vishwakarma
Artisans through E-Commerce

The Ministry of MSME has signed an MoU with Amazon to support Vishwakarma
artisans, enabling them to access digital marketplaces and modern e-commerce tools to
expand their reach.

Under Amazon'’s Karigar initiative, Vishwakarma community artisans will be onboarded
onto Amazon’s platform to showcase and sell their productsto national and global
markets, improving product visibility and income opportunities.

The programme will provide training in online selling, product listing, branding,
logistics, and digital payments, aligning with the government’s vision of empowering
traditional artisans, strengthening the MSME ecosystem, and digitising the artisan
economy.

208. IndusIind Bank launched its first fuel-linked co-branded credit card in
partnership with which company?

IndusInd Bank 7 39T Ugdl W-iiias ®l-giss »ide oTs fod Hu-t & A1y
AgierRt # At fear g?

(a) Indian Oil

(b) Bharat Petroleum

(c) Reliance Retail

(d) Jio-bp

(e) HPCL

Ans. d
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Sol. IndusInd Bank Launches RuPay-Powered Co-Branded ‘Jio-bp Mobility+’ Fuel Credit
Card

IndusInd Bank has launched its first fuel-linked co-branded credit card in partnership
with Jio-bp, marking Jio-bp’s first such collaboration; the card is called ‘Indusind Bank
Jio-bp Mobility+’ and is powered by RuPay.

The card offers 12 reward points per X100 spent at Jio-bp Mobility Stations and
convenience stores, 400 bonus points on the first fuel transaction within 30 days, and
200 bonus points per month on fuel spends of 4,000, along with rewards on
supermarket, dining, and grocery spends.

Cardholders can earn up to 60 litres of free fuel annually, enjoy milestone benefits and a
joining fee waiver on X10,000 spend in the first month, with applications available at
select Jio-bp outlets and digital channels.

209. Dinesh Khatak, Haryana, has been awarded the Union Home Minister’s
Efficiency Medal for exemplary service, recognising his leadership, operational
excellence, and sustained contribution to national security. Dinesh Khatak, who
was awarded the Union Home Minister’s Efficiency Medal, is an officer of which
force?

ghamn & g @ee o Io1 e, TR gaitd ok Iy gran &
AR TGRS & I dgadi 91 & R HEi [ Wl &1 garar Ued fGar g |
ferr @ew, forg eiia g w3t o1 qarar ugs fie 5, o fva v & siftrer 57
(a) Border Security Force (BSF)

(b) Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)

(c) Central Industrial Security Force (CISF)

(d) Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)

(e) Assam Rifles

Ans.d

Sol. CRPF Officer Dinesh Khatak Awarded Union Home Minister’s Efficiency Medal for
Exemplary Service

Dinesh Khatak, a senior CRPF officer from Jind, Haryana, has been awarded the Union
Home Minister’s Efficiency Medal for exemplary service, recognising his leadership,
operational excellence, and sustained contribution to national security.

An officer since 2005 after clearing UPSC, Khatak served multiple tenures in Jammu and
Kashmir (2008-2013 and 2017-2021), handling critical responsibilities including
Amarnath Yatra security, law and order duties, operations during Article 370
abrogation, and the COVID-19 period.

210. The SHANTI Bill, which was recently in the news and approved by the Union
Cabinet, is related to which of the following sectors?

SHANTI f@, <t g1 € & et o o7 3 ford Fsfta dbfame = wepdt &t 3, Fafafea
# 9 fore Gaex @ et 82

(a) Coal mining sector

(b) Renewable energy sector
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(c) Oil and gas sector

(d) Nuclear power sector

(e) Power transmission sector

Ans.d

Sol. Cabinet Clears SHANTI Bill To Allow Private Players In Nuclear Energy Field

The Union Cabinet has approved the Sustainable Harnessing and Advancement of
Nuclear Energy for Transforming India (SHANTTI) Bill, marking a major policy shift by
opening India’s nuclear power sector to private participation to help achieve 100 GW
nuclear capacity by 2047 and strengthen energy security.

The Bill allows private companies to participate in civil nuclear power generation under
strict government oversight, while strategic functions such as nuclear material
production, heavy water management, and radioactive waste handling will remain
under the Department of Atomic Energy.

It proposes amendments to the civil nuclear liability framework, caps supplier liability,
redesigns operator insurance cover at 31,500 crore per incident, permits up to 49% FDI,
and introduces a unified atomic energy law with a specialised nuclear tribunal to boost
investor confidence.

The reforms align with India’s net-zero target by 2070, positioning nuclear energy as a
stable, low-carbon base-load source alongside renewables; the government has also
announced a X20,000 crore Nuclear Energy Mission and plans to operationalise five
indigenous Small Modular Reactors (SMRs) by 2033.

211. India’s retail inflation in November 2025 rose to what level on a year-on-year
basis?

YR | AdaR 2025 H YT GBI (Retail Inflation) JTATAT STUR UR farait
TBl?

(a) 0.25%

(b) 0.50%

() 0.71%

(d) 1.00%

(e) 1.40%

Ans. c

Sol. India’s Retail Inflation Rises to 0.71% in November; Food Prices Remain in Deflation
India’s retail inflation rose to 0.71% in November on a year-on-year basis, up from a
record low of 0.25% in October, with rural inflation at 0.1% and urban inflation higher
at 1.4%.

Food inflation remained in deflation for the sixth consecutive month, easing to -3.91%
in November compared to -5% in October; rural food deflation stood at 4.05% and
urban food deflation moderated to 3.6%.

According to the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation, movements in
headline and food inflation were mainly driven by price changes in vegetables, eggs,
meat and fish, spices, and fuel and light.

Previous Months CPI-based Retail inflation
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May 2025 - 2.84%

June 2025 - 2.10%

July 2025 -1.61%
August 2025 - 2.07%
September 2025 - 1.44%
October 2025 - 0.25%

212. Who has been appointed as the new Managing Director and CEO of PNB
Housing Finance?
et gefiT wig-u & T yay e ok Higen & wu d fod e fosar wan
&
(a) Girish Kousgi
(b) Ajai Kumar Shukla
(c) Parul Tyagi
(d) Atul Kumar Goel
(e) Rajiv Sabharwal
Ans. b
Sol. PNB Housing Finance Appoints Ajai Kumar Shukla as MD & CEO
PNB Housing Finance appointed Ajai Kumar Shukla as Managing Director and CEO for a
five-year term starting December 18.
Shukla brings over three decades of experience in housing and mortgage lending and
will succeed Girish Kousgi, who played a key role in expanding the lender’s affordable
housing portfolio.
The leadership change comes amid rising competition from banks in premium home
loans, while affordable housing remains an attractive, higher-yield segment with
relatively limited competition.
Recent Appointments in Banking & Insurance Sector.

e CEO of Bank of America India - Vikram Sahu (replace Kaku Nakhate)

e Managing Director of LIC - Ramakrishnan Chander (till 30 Sep 2027)

e ED of Union Bank of India - Amresh Prasad

e ED of Central Bank of India - E. Ratan Kumar

e ED of Bank of India - Pramod Kumar Dwibedi

213. Who has been appointed as the National Working President of the BJP
recently?

FT1 51 H Aol & AP SISRI reaef & w0 d fpd fgea fearmar e?

(a) J].P. Nadda

(b) Rajnath Singh

(c) Nitin Nabin

(d) Amit Shah

(e) Sushil Kumar Modi

Ans. c

Sol. BJP appoints Bihar minister Nitin Nabin as National Working President
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The BJP Parliamentary Board has named Bihar minister and five-time MLA Nitin Nabin
as the National Working President of the party with immediate effect, recognising his
organisational leadership and political experience.

At 45 years old, Nitin Nabin becomes the youngest Working President in BJP history and
the first leader from Bihar to hold this prestigious post. He currently represents the
Bankipur Assembly constituency and holds the Road Construction portfolio in the Nitish
Kumar-led Bihar government.

With nearly two decades of political and organisational experience, Nitin Nabin has
served as Bihar President of the Bharatiya Janata Yuva Morcha (BJYM) and as the BJP’s
election in-charge for Chhattisgarh, demonstrating strong leadership and strategic
capabilities within the party.

214. The “Craftkatha - 2025” exhibition, showcasing artisans and diverse craft
traditions from across India, was organised as part of the National Handicrafts
and Heritage Week 2025 in New Delhi. Who inaugurated this important national-
level exhibition in New Delhi?

HRA W & SRIRT 3R fafae fRreq wuwred o1 welia o= arelt Reusyr -
2025" YgxiH, 7% faeel & Ity gwafRren ofk favrwa uwg 2025 $ R F wu d
Jraifora 1718 oY1 71E feeeit # 39 A ayuf I WR H1 el 1 Igure feea
o

(a) Giriraj Singh

(b) Smriti Irani

(c) Sudha Murty

(d) Nitin Gadkari

(e) Amit Shah

Ans. c

Sol. Sudha Murty Inaugurates ‘Craftkatha 2025’ to Celebrate India’s Handicraft Heritage
Rajya Sabha MP Sudha Murty inaugurated the “Craftkatha - 2025” exhibition in New
Delhi, showcasing artisans from across India as part of National Handicrafts and
Heritage Week 2025.

The exhibition aims to celebrate India’s artistic heritage, support sustainable
livelihoods, encourage young artisans, and strengthen grassroots craft ecosystems.
Organised in collaboration with the National Handloom Development Corporation and
All India Artisans and Craft Workers Welfare Association, the event brings together
master artisans, diverse craft traditions, and handmade products.

215. To strengthen financial inclusion and expand access to mutual fund
products in rural, semi-urban, and underserved areas of India, BSE, Asia’s oldest
stock exchange, partnered with a government organisation under the Ministry
of Communications to leverage its extensive network of over 1.64 lakh post
offices. Which two organisations signed this MoU?
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YRA & Irior, Sref-=rgdt ok wu Jfaem arad sare! ¥ wisAR™a Saqe 3t
HOlgd B 3R RH3d e Nisaeyd dP Ugd 9eM & forg, ThRmr & a9 RA
Wi TeADS BSE A HAR HATAY & qgd U WRBR] ST & HIY ATSGRT B
1P TP 1.64 ARG A WTET URT AT & 98 Acdd 1 SIAHTA 5T o1 P |
=1 Q1 WIS A 39 MoU WR T fPw?

(a) National Stock Exchange (NSE) and Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC)

(b) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) and State Bank of India (SBI)

(c) BSE (Bombay Stock Exchange) and Department of Posts (India Post)

(d) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and India Post
(e) ICICI Bank and BSE
Ans. c
Sol. BSE Partners with India Post to Expand Mutual Fund Access Across Rural and
Underserved India
BSE, Asia’s oldest stock exchange, has signed an MoU with the Department of Posts
to expand mutual fund access across India through India Post’s network of over 1.64
lakh post offices, targeting rural, semi-urban, and underserved areas.

BSE's StAR MF platform, which handles over 85% of exchange-based mutual fund
transactions, will be integrated with India Post’s network. Selected postal employees
and agents will be trained as certified mutual fund distributors to offer products and
services via the platform.

The MoU is valid for three years from December 12, 2025, with renewal options. The
initiative aims to boost mutual fund penetration, increase investor confidence in Tier-
2 and Tier-3 cities, and promote financial inclusion and literacy across the country.

216. Where in Meghalaya was the Soil Lake recently inaugurated under the
Nengsang River Valley Project?

BT | A9 A1 "1} Ui & 98d gTd 81 § Aigd A 3T Sgule Hgl
foam ram um?

(a) Tura

(b) Shillong

(c) Williamnagar

(d) Jowai

(e) Nongpoh

Ans. c

Sol. Meghalaya Inaugurates Soil Lake at Williamnagar to Boost Water Conservation
and Eco-Tourism

Meghalaya inaugurated Soil Lake at Williamnagar under the Nengsang River Valley
Project, aiming to rejuvenate a critical waterbody, promote eco-tourism, and enhance
the region’s ecological resilience amid climate challenges.
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The project focuses on soil and water conservation, restoring natural water systems
that support both human livelihoods and biodiversity, while improving the town'’s
landscape and tourism potential.

The state faces climate change challenges, including erratic rainfall, soil erosion, and
declining spring discharge, with over 40% of villages reporting reduced water
availability, prompting the formation of the Meghalaya Climate Change Council for
long-term climate action.

217. The Government of Andhra Pradesh has recently approved a proposal to
establish India’s first dedicated autonomous maritime shipyard and systems
development centre at Juvvaladinne Fishing Harbour in Nellore district, aimed
at positioning the state as a hub for next-generation maritime and autonomous
systems. Which company has received approval to establish India’s first
dedicated autonomous maritime shipyard in Andhra Pradesh?

Y Y PR A gTd &1 H Aeaik ford & Faarariea fiRiT gk & URd &1
UgaT SfSdes sifeHiny Miergd Ruars ok Rivew saeude Hex wirfid w4
& YA B T9dl & 3, orIPT Hopwe s B 3Tell Uil & "yEt SR st
e & 59 & ¥U # WIMd 31 71 {59 S DI 31y UG F WIRA HT ugal
SiEFes sifermy Atersd Ruars 91 &1 e frcdt 82

(a) Larsen & Toubro

(b) Reliance Defence

(c) Sagar Defence Engineering Pvt Ltd

(d) Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders

(e) Garden Reach Shipbuilders

Ans. c

Sol. Andhra Pradesh to Host India’s First Dedicated Autonomous Maritime Shipyard
in Nellore

The Andhra Pradesh government has approved Sagar Defence Engineering Pvt Ltd'’s
proposal to establish India’s first dedicated autonomous maritime shipyard and
systems development centre at Juvvaladinne Fishing Harbour, Nellore district,
focusing on next-generation maritime and autonomous systems.

The facility will specialise in autonomous and unmanned maritime platforms,
including surface and underwater vessels, along with intelligent maritime systems
and command-and-control technologies, generating around 750 jobs (300 direct,
450 indirect).

Over 29 acres of land have been allotted on a lease basis, including 7 acres of
waterfront and 22 acres of harbour land, with construction beginning in December
2025, machinery installation by June 2026, trial production in October 2026, and
commercial operations starting November 2026.
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218. Who has been appointed as the new Managing Director of State Bank of
India (SBI)?
e S 3T 33T (SBI) & AT AR STRTeR & ¥u # 6 frgad fvar man 82
(a) Vinay M Tonse
(b) Rajnish Kumar
(c) Ravi Ranjan
(d) Arundhati Bhattacharya
(e) Dinesh Kumar Khara
Ans. c
Sol. Ravi Ranjan Assumes Charge as New Managing Director of State Bank of India
Ravi Ranjan has been appointed as the new Managing Director of State Bank of India
(SBI), succeeding Vinay M Tonse, who completed his term on 30 November 2025.
Prior to this appointment, Ranjan served as the Deputy Managing Director at SBI and
assumed charge following the government’s notification.
His tenure as MD is approved until his superannuation on 30 September 2028, or
until further orders, with the SBI board headed by the Chairman and supported by
four managing directors.
About State Bank of India (SBI)
e Founded - 1 July 1955
e Headquarters - Mumbai, Maharashtra
e Chairman - Challa Sreenivasulu Setty; 27" (replace Dinesh Kumar Khara)
Tagline - (1) Pure Banking Nothing Else
(2) With you all the way
(3) A bank of the common man
(4) The banker to every Indian
(5) The Nation banks on us

219. How much money was released to Rural Local Bodies in Kerala as the first
instalment of XV Finance Commission grants for FY 2025-26?

famt af 2025-26 & oW xv A 3TN e F Ugeh forvd & IR W B A
yrftor R el &1 fFaar ur S forar

(a) ¥260.20 crore

(b) %220.75 crore

(c) 200.50 crore

(d) %275.30 crore

(e) ¥300 crore

Ans. a
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Sol. Kerala's Rural Local Bodies Receive Over 3260 Crore First Instalment of XV
Finance Commission Grants

The Union Government released 3260.20 crore to Rural Local Bodies (RLBs) in Kerala
as the first instalment of XV Finance Commission grants for FY 2025-26, covering 14
District Panchayats, 152 Block Panchayats, and 941 Gram Panchayats.

The grants, recommended by the Ministry of Panchayati Raj and the Ministry of Jal
Shakti, are released in two installments by the Ministry of Finance during the financial
year.

Untied Grants are intended for location-specific development needs under the 29
subjects of the Eleventh Schedule of the Constitution, excluding salaries and
establishment expenses.

220. Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) handed over a dividend cheque of
over how much to the Government of India for FY 2024-25?

R 291 Safaeeed Riftree (BHEL) A faw af 2024-25 & U 4R TWHR B
fra & warel o1 fefass 9 Atun

(a) Rs 95 crore

(b) Rs 100 crore

(c) Rs 109 crore

(d) Rs 115 crore

(e) Rs 120 crore

Ans. ¢

Sol. BHEL Hands Over Rs 109 Crore Dividend to Government for FY25

Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) handed over a dividend cheque of over Rs
109 crore to the Government of India for FY 2024-25, marking a 100% increase
compared to FY 2023-24.

BHEL reported a net profit of Rs 375 crore in Q2 FY26, recovering from a net loss of
Rs 455.5 crore in Q1 FY26, reflecting a year-on-year increase of over 250% from Rs
106.15 crore in the same quarter of the previous fiscal year.

Other Mini-Ratna companies, including NSIC (Rs 43.89 crore) and HLL Lifecare Ltd.
(Rs 69.53 crore), also handed over dividends to the Government for FY25, supporting
initiatives like ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’ and ‘Make in India".

221. The Government of India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) recently
signed agreements for a total of five loans amounting to over $2.2 billion.
These loans aim to support multiple development projects across sectors such
as skill development, rooftop solar deployment, healthcare infrastructure,
metro rail expansion, and ecotourism promotion in different states. What is the
total value of the loans signed?
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YRd PR 3R TR STaudic §& (ADB) A 519 81 # o Ui @i & forg
Tl a5 fou €, R od 90 $2.2 fafera @ wrer 81 39 @9 &1 7ode
YA & fIaR SR TPIgNSH P 9g1aT ¢ oI A | Hg SaAUAC Uolae DI
HUId BT 8 | H15 P ¢ @9 91 pol deg fhasit 82

(a) $1.5 billion

(b) $2.0 billion

(c) $2.2 billion

(d) $2.5 billion

(e) $3.0 billion

Ans. c

Sol. India and ADB Sign $2.2 Billion Loans to Boost Skilling, Solar, Healthcare, Metro,
and Ecotourism Projects

India and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) signed agreements for five loans
totaling over $2.2 billion to support key development projects across the country.
The financing will fund initiatives under national flagship programmes, including
Pradhan Mantri Skilling and Employability Transformation, rooftop solar deployment,
healthcare, metro development, and ecotourism promotion across three states.

Key projects include: $846 million for ITI modernisation and skill development, $650
million for rooftop solar systems, $398.8 million for Assam'’s tertiary healthcare, $240
million for Chennai Metro Rail, and $77 million for ecotourism and sustainable
livelihoods in Meghalaya.

The skill development programme aims to modernize 650 ITls across 12 states,
upgrade 5 National Skill Training Institutes into centres of excellence, and provide
demand-driven courses in high-growth sectors such as renewable energy, electric
mobility, and advanced manufacturing, benefiting at least 1.3 million youth.

222. Who chaired the second meeting of the Parliamentary Consultative
Committee on AYUSH in New Delhi?

% feeeh ¥ Sy wR Ty TaeeR AT Bt gkt do@ Bt Sremear fraa aiz
(a) Prime Minister Narendra Modi

(b) Ayush Minister Prataprao Jadhav

(c) Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya

(d) NITI Aayog CEO

(e) Lok Sabha Speaker

Ans. b

Sol. Ayush Minister Prataprao Jadhav Chairs Parliamentary Committee Meeting
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Ayush Minister Prataprao Jadhav chaired the second meeting of the Parliamentary
Consultative Committee on AYUSH in New Delhi, emphasising the role of medicinal
plant cultivation for farmer empowerment and biodiversity conservation.

The Minister highlighted the government’s efforts to integrate AYUSH systems into
the national healthcare framework, focusing on promoting healthy lifestyles and
creating a sustainable health system.

223. The International Day Against Colonialism in All Its Forms and
Manifestations is observed every year on:

i =t 3R srftreafaral # Sufrasmarg & faare siavffiy fiaw & e #e
HATIT AT &:

(a) 12 December

(b) 13 December

(c) 14 December

(d) 15 December

(e) 16 December

Ans. c

Sol. 14 December - International Day Against Colonialism in All Its Forms and
Manifestations

International Day Against Colonialism in All Its Forms and Manifestations is observed
annually on 14 December to raise awareness about the ongoing impacts of
colonialism and promote decolonisation efforts worldwide.

The day highlights the importance of eradicating all forms of colonial domination,
including political, economic, social, and cultural control, that continue to affect
countries and communities.

It encourages global solidarity, education, and action to address historical injustices
and support the rights, sovereignty, and self-determination of formerly colonized
nations.

224. President Smt Droupadi Murmu presented the National Energy
Conservation Awards (NECA) 2025 and National Painting Competition on
Energy Conservation prizes in New Delhi. The National Energy Conservation
Awards (NECA) 2025 are organised by which government body to promote
energy efficiency?

wrgufa et sudt g A 7% feweht # A3Fa TSl SHodR arSH (NECA) 2025
3R TSI O W A U SRR & RIPR UeH fFT| A=HEd TTsif
A AATSH (NECA) 2025 fFa IRBR TRIT GIRT TSI TIBRICHT Hi ggra

A F o smaifora fpe o @2

(a) Central Electricity Authority
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(b) Bureau of Energy Efficiency

(c) Renewable Energy Development Agency

(d) Ministry of New and Renewable Energy

(e) Power Grid Corporation of India

Ans. b

Sol. President Droupadi Murmu Presents National Energy Conservation Awards 2025
on Energy Conservation Day

President Smt Droupadi Murmu presented the National Energy Conservation Awards
(NECA) 2025 and National Painting Competition on Energy Conservation prizes in
New Delhi on 14 December 2025.

National Energy Conservation Awards 2025:

Organized by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) under the Ministry of Power to
recognize outstanding energy conservation efforts across sectors like Industry,
Buildings, Transport, Institutions, Appliances, Innovation, and
Professionals/Influencers.

558 applications were received; awards included 25 First Prizes, 5 Second Prizes, 26
Certificates of Merit, and 3 Certificates of Recognition for Innovation.

Key winners in Industry included Munitions India Ltd., JSW Steel, Tata Steel, Raymond
Luxury Cottons, Manali Petrochemicals, Balrampur Chini Mills.

In Transport, Miyana Railway Station (MP) and DMRC East Vinod Nagar Metro Station
(Delhi) won first prizes; other stations received Certificates of Merit.

Buildings & Institutions awards recognized energy-efficient government buildings,
colleges, and state performance, with Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Assam, and
Chandigarh topping their groups.

Appliance of the Year awards included energy-efficient products from Atomberg, LG,
Haier, Crompton, Daikin, Kirloskar.

Innovation Awards went to ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India, Vedanta, Electric Loco
Shed Kanpur, MOTORAMA EV Pvt. Ltd., EPVI New Technological Epoch Pvt. Ltd.
Energy Conservation Professionals, Audit Firms, and Social Media Influencers were
recognized for spreading awareness and driving energy-saving initiatives.

National Painting Competition on Energy Conservation 2025:

Targeted students of 5th—10th standards, organized in School, State, and National
levels; over 80 lakh students participated.

Divided into Group A (5th-7th) and Group B (8th—10th); National Level competition
held on 11 December 2025 in New Delhi.

Winners received cash prizes, laptops/tablets, and opportunities for study tours
within India.

Energy Conservation Initiatives:
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India emphasizes emission reduction and the Renewable Consumption Obligation
(RCO) requiring Designated Consumers (DISCOMs, Captive Power Plants, Open
Access users) to consume a minimum portion of electricity from non-fossil sources.
BEE, established in 2002 under the Energy Conservation Act, 2001, drives policy,
strategy, and regulation to reduce energy intensity and promote sustainable energy
practices across sectors.

225. At which edition of the National Shooting Championship Competitions
(NSCC) did Raiza Dhillon win a double gold?

A=A i AR SR (Nsce) & fad ufexm o wraw feeal A saa
TS St

(a) 66th

(b) 67th

(c) 68th

(d) 69th

(e) 70th

Ans. c

Sol. Raiza Dhillon Clinches Double Gold at 68th National Shooting Championships
Olympian Raiza Dhillon won a golden double at the 68th National Shooting
Championship Competitions (NSCC), clinching gold medals in both Women'’s and
Junior Women'’s Skeet at the Karni Singh Shooting Range, Tughlagabad.

In the Women's Skeet final, Raiza scored 56 to take gold, finishing ahead of Yashasvi
Rathore (55 - silver), while Ganemat Shekhon secured the bronze medal.

In the Junior Women's Skeet final, Raiza shot 55 to edge past Vanshika Tiwari (54 —
silver), continuing her dominant performance at the championships.

226. Chhattisgarh recently designated a wetland as its first Ramsar site, located
in Bilaspur district, under the Ramsar Convention. Which reservoir received this
recognition, aligning with Chhattisgarh Anjor Vision 2047?

BUIETE A BT g § IR $-AH & d8d AR o A fRua ue deds ot
3T Ugelt IR Arse T forar 81 ST Sieiik fawH 2047 & srg=v frg
SR $t 98 "=l et 82

(a) Hasdeo Reservoir

(b) Kopra Reservoir

(c) Gangrel Reservoir

(d) Mand Reservoir

(e) Sondur Reservoir

Ans. b

Sol. Kopra Reservoir Becomes Chhattisgarh’s First Ramsar Site
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Kopra Reservoir in Bilaspur district has been designated as Chhattisgarh’s first
Ramsar site, marking a major milestone in the state’s environmental conservation
efforts.

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai termed the recognition a moment of immense pride,
highlighting the state's rich biodiversity, bird habitats, and sustained water
conservation initiatives.

Ramsar sites are wetlands of international importance recognised under the Ramsar
Convention, headquartered in Gland, Switzerland; the proposal for Kopra Reservoir
was submitted to the Centre last month.

The recognition aligns with “"Chhattisgarh Anjor Vision 2047", which aims to secure
Ramsar status for 20 wetlands by 2030, strengthening water resources, irrigation, and
biodiversity protection.

227. In squash, India created history by winning the Squash World Cup for the
first time after a dominant 3-0 victory in the final match held in Chennai. Which
of the following teams did India defeat to clinch this historic title?

WY, HRA A 475 § §U BI3d 4 A 3-0 | MHGR Siid sTRIA P Ugdl IR
W 9eS HY SHaw 3iier @ fan yra A 39 Wi e # i &
fore fafafea 9 & foa &0 &) grmam

(a) England

(b) Malaysia

(c) Egypt

(d) Hong Kong

(e) Australia

Ans. d

Sol. India Clinches First-Ever Squash World Cup Title, Defeats Hong Kong 3-0 in
Chennai

India won the Squash World Cup for the first time, defeating top-seeded Hong Kong
3-0 in the final held at Express Avenue Mall in Chennai.Chennai.

Joshna Chinappa set the tone by beating Lee Ka Yi (3-1), followed by Abhay Singh,
who dominated Alex Lau 3-0.

17-year-old Anahat Singh sealed India’s historic victory with a 3-0 win over Tomato
Ho, completing a clean sweep.

228. Who was elected as the first woman President of the Press Club of India?
U9 F9 TP $FSU1 3 ugelt Afger srwae & =u d {67 g1 T

(a) Aditi Rajput

(b) Sneha Bhura

(c) Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty
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(d) Parul Tyagi

(e) Jahanvi Sen

Ans. c

Sol. Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty Becomes First Woman President of Press Club of
India

Senior journalist Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty was elected as the first woman
President of the Press Club of India, creating a historic milestone.

Her panel achieved a clean sweep in the elections, winning all office-bearer and
managing committee positions with an emphatic 21-0 victory in the polls held on
December 13.

Afzal Imam was elected Secretary General and Jatin Gandhi as Vice-President, while
Aditi Rajput (Treasurer) and P. R. Sunil (Joint Secretary) were elected unopposed.

229. India’s resolution on “Strengthening the Global Management of Wildfires”
was adopted at which session of the United Nations Environment Assembly
(UNEA)?

YT MY UITIROT FHT (UNEA) & 58 o1 & "SivTer @6t 3T & afyes ydeq 31
HOld PRAT" UR HIRA BT UXTd STATIT T YT?

(@) UNEA-5

(b) UNEA-6

(c) UNEA-7

(d) UNEA-8

(e) UNEA-9

Ans. ¢

Sol. India’s Resolution on Strengthening Global Wildfire Management Adopted at
UNEA-7

India’s resolution titled “Strengthening the Global Management of Wildfires” was
adopted at the 7th United Nations Environment Assembly (UNEA-7) held in Nairobi,
Kenya, receiving broad support from UN Member States.

India highlighted that wildfires have become a major global environmental challenge,
with increasing frequency, scale, and intensity across regions, and stressed the need
for stronger international cooperation and coordinated action.

Referring to UNEP's report “Spreading Like Wildfire”, India warned that wildfires could
rise by 14% by 2030, 30% by 2050, and 50% by 2100, and called for a shift from
reactive firefighting to proactive prevention and preparedness strategies.

230. Who has been appointed as the new Chairman and Managing Director
(CMD) of Coal India?
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DA ST F T AWRAT 3R AARHT SRR (CMD) & =0 # 5w e fan
T 8?

(@) PM. Prasad

(b) Sanoj Kumar Jha

(c) B. Sairam

(d) Alok Kumar

(e) Anil Kumar

Ans. c

Sol. B. Sairam Appointed as New Chairman and Managing Director of Coal India
State-owned miner Coal India appointed B. Sairam as its new Chairman and
Managing Director (CMD), succeeding Sanoj Kumar Jha, who was holding interim
charge after PM. Prasad’s superannuation.

Prior to this role, B. Sairam served as CMD of Northern Coalfields Limited and earlier
as Director (Technical) at Coal India’s subsidiary Central Coalfields Limited.

231. Kavita Chand recently etched her name in India’s mountaineering history
by successfully summiting which mountain, known as the highest peak in
Antarctica and considered one of the most challenging due to extreme cold and
isolation?

Hdr ¥g A 81d & W {5 UgTs R AGhadyd® dels H¥d YRd & UddRIgul
SfagT # YA ATH Sl BT, St sieThiedT 3 gad S 9idt & = A S
W11 8 3R AARIT 38 3R AU & HRUT HaH TG UgTST & F TH WHT
STl &7

(a) Mount Erebus

(b) Mount McKinley (Denali)

(c) Mount Aconcagua

(d) Mount Vinson

(e) Mount Kosciuszko

Ans.d

Sol. Kavita Chand Scales Mount Vinson, Becomes First Woman from Uttarakhand to
Summit Antarctica’s Highest Peak’

Kavita Chand, a native of Almora, Uttarakhand, successfully summited Mount Vinson
(4,892 m) in Antarctica, marking a major milestone in her Seven Summits quest.
Considered one of the world’s most unforgiving peaks, Mount Vinson tested the
climbers with extreme cold, isolation and unpredictable Antarctic weather, requiring
meticulous planning and acclimatisation.

The expedition was led by renowned guide Mingma David Sherpa, with support from
Bharath Thammineni and Boots and Crampon, as a nine-member Indian team
successfully reached the summit.
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232. As part of the government’s plan to develop Maitri I, India’s next-
generation research station in East Antarctica, funds were approved for pre-
investment activities such as architectural design and preparation of the
Detailed Project Report (DPR). Considering that the total estimated cost of the
project is ¥2,000 crore over seven years, which ministry approved the initial
pre-investment expenditure of ¥29.2 crore?

gdf sfeTdhfedT § URd & 3rTelt didl & Rud =@ /1 11 3 STau H3A B
IIPR B TSI P dgd, bR fewrs 3R fedes Mviae NI (DPR) dOR
B I i-39weie ufRefadv & foe s HeR fw el 98 3@ gU P 59
Hiolde B Fd AT ARTd JTd GTdl | 22,000 FHRAS 7, {6 waaed 3 229.2
TS & Y3l W-gdvche Td 3 HoR fwan

(a) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

(b) Ministry of Science and Technology

(c) Ministry of Earth Sciences

(d) Ministry of External Affairs

(e) Ministry of Defence

Ans. c

Sol. Completion of India’s Maitri Il Antarctic Research Station Pushed to 2032

The completion of Maitri Il, India’s next-generation research station in East Antarctica,
has been delayed to 2032, with scientific operations expected to start later than
initially planned, instead of the earlier target of January 2029.

The project is estimated to cost 2,000 crore over seven years, and the Ministry of
Earth Sciences has approved %29.2 crore for pre-investment work, including
architectural design and preparation of the Detailed Project Report (DPR).

Maitri Il will strengthen India’s multidisciplinary scientific research in Antarctica,
supporting studies in biology, earth sciences, glaciology, atmospheric sciences,
climate research, and long-term environmental monitoring.

Replacing Maitri | (operational since 1989), the upgraded station will feature modern
laboratories, advanced ice-core storage and processing systems, expanded
atmospheric observation facilities, and improved logistics to ensure year-round
scientific operations.

233. Which institution has been officially designated as India’s first Yoga and
Ayurveda-based Cluster Centre under the Gyan Bharatam Mission of the
Ministry of Culture, a recognition aimed at preserving, documenting, and
promoting India’s ancient knowledge systems through institutional
collaboration and academic leadership?
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TXPpfa TATTT & J19 URAH FIRA & dgd f5d TR &) fieiie dR R URd
BT U AT 3N IARId G- MU FaRex Hex A1id far 7an 8, 98 ur=ar
TRITT 4T 3R Reifore g & A1ead | YRd 1 Ui 9 yonferal &t
TRIYT B, STATAS BT B 3R TGTaT 3 & IeT | < 18 82

(a) Banaras Hindu University

(b) Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan

(c) Gujarat Ayurved University

(d) University of Patanjali

(e) Central University of Yoga

Ans. d

Sol. University of Patanjali Declared India’s First Yoga and Ayurveda-Based Cluster
Centre under Gyan Bharatam Mission

The University of Patanjali has been designated as India’s first Yoga and Ayurveda-
based Cluster Centre under the Gyan Bharatam Mission of the Ministry of Culture,
aimed at preserving and promoting ancient Indian knowledge systems.

As a Cluster Centre, the university will mentor 20 institutions nationwide and lead
efforts in research, education, digitisation, and dissemination of manuscripts related
to Yoga, Ayurveda, and allied traditions.

The recognition highlights the government’s push to safeguard India’s intellectual
and cultural heritage, with the University of Patanjali becoming the first institution
exclusively focused on Yoga and Ayurveda to receive this status under the mission.

234. NLC India Ltd. (NLCIL) has received a Letter of Acceptance (LoA) to set up a
110 MW grid-connected solar PV project in whichjstate?

NLc sfEar ferfies (NLCIL) &t fa 35T A 110 Mw &1 RIs-FAads Iier PV
Woiae T & T AeT 3ITE TP (LoA) firem &2

(a) Maharashtra

(b) Gujarat

(c) Uttar Pradesh

(d) Rajasthan

(e) Haryana

Ans. c

Sol. NLC India Awarded 110 MW Solar PV Project by NCRTC in Uttar Pradesh

NLC India Ltd. (NLCIL) has received a Letter of Acceptance (LoA) from NCRTC to
develop a 110 MW grid-connected solar PV power project in Uttar Pradesh under
captive mode.

The project aims to power NCRTC's entire Regional Rapid Transit System corridor,
involving setting up, commissioning, operation, and maintenance of the solar plant,
with completion expected within 24 months.

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government

137



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

x
-
ambitiousbaba.com \Jp‘aiw babali Online Test Series

The initiative will fulfill captive power requirements for NCRTC and promote the use
of clean and sustainable energy in large-scale infrastructure projects.

235. India and Liberia recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)
to strengthen cooperation in which field?

YR 3R Argaar 3 1@ &1 ¥ ford 851 o 98T &t Avigd S+ & o v
AT YT (MoU) TR &R T 82

(a) Renewable energy

(b) Pharmacopoeia

(c) Education

(d) Information technology

(e) Defence

Ans. b

Sol. India and Liberia Sign MoU on Pharmacopoeia to Enhance Access to Safe and
Affordable Medicines

India and Liberia signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on
pharmacopoeia, aimed at promoting shared quality standards, regulatory alignment,
and improving access to safe and affordable medicines.

The MoU was signed by India’s Ambassador to Liberia, Manoj Bihari Verma, and
Liberia’s Health Minister, Louise M. Kpoto, allowing Liberia to adopt the Indian
Pharmacopoeia as a reference for medicine quality standards.

The agreement is expected to strengthen regulatory collaboration, enhance global
health cooperation, and ensure the availability of safe, effective, and affordable
medicines in Liberia through standardized pharmacopoeial practices and advanced
analytical techniques.

236. India has recently achieved a major milestone in its semiconductor journey
by launching its first fully indigenous microprocessor under the Microprocessor
Development Programme (MDP). What is the name of this processor?

YRA A g1 81 d AISHITRIER Saaqde T (MDP) & dgd 3T Ugdl it avg
¥ WeRl AEHITRTR d w3 3 Aidsaey BT A T 981 Hid T UM
g f5aT 81 59 WRISR &1 911 &1 82

(a) SHAKTI64

(b) DHRUV64

(c) PARAM64

(d) VIKRAM64

(e) PAROO64

Ans. b

Sol. India Unveils DHRUV64, Its First Fully Indigenous 64-Bit Microprocessor
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India launched DHRUV64, the country’s first fully indigenous microprocessor,
developed by C-DAC under the Microprocessor Development Programme (MDP),
marking a major milestone in India’s semiconductor journey.

The DHRUV64 is a 1.0 GHz, 64-bit dual-core processor capable of supporting
strategic and commercial applications, with higher efficiency, enhanced multitasking,
and improved reliability.

The processor’s advanced design allows seamless integration with a wide range of
external hardware systems, and its modern fabrication uses technologies similar to
high-performance chips.

DHRUV64 is suitable for multiple sectors, including 5G infrastructure, automotive
systems, consumer electronics, industrial automation, and the Internet of Things (loT),
strengthening India’s indigenous processor pipeline.

Before DHRUV64, India had already begun expanding its indigenous microprocessor
development ecosystem in recent years, including SHAKTI (2018, IIT Madras), AJIT
(2018, IIT Bombay), VIKRAM (2025, ISRO-SCL), and THEJAS64 (2025, C-DAC).

237. The World Bank has recently approved a.funding.of nearly USD 600 million
to support large-scale clean-air programmes aimed at improving air quality,
reducing pollution, and promoting greener jobs for millions of people. These
programmes are being implemented in which two Indian states in the Indo-
Gangetic Plains region?

qcs d% o g1 81 § §a1 &I BIfere! & dgar -, UGV $H H 3R aral ann
¥ forg Surer N9 Wi &) 93141 37 & THde A 93 TUA W w0 541 FriwHl &
fore &4 600 AR AR STar Yt BiET &) wHedl & 81 A Srfhd SE1-
ifesw Aer &3 & fobra a YRdg Ieat o ar] fre & 38 &2

(@) Punjab and Haryana

(b) Uttar Pradesh and Haryana

(c) Bihar and Uttar Pradesh

(d) Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan

(e) Gujarat and Maharashtra

Ans. b

Sol. World Bank Sanctions USD 600 Million to Combat Air Pollution in UP and
Haryana

The World Bank has approved nearly USD 600 million for two large clean-air
programmes in Uttar Pradesh (USD 299.66 million) and Haryana (USD 300 million),
aiming to improve air quality for around 270 million people in the Indo-Gangetic
Plains.

The Uttar Pradesh Clean Air Management Program (UPCAMP) focuses on reducing
pollution from transport, agriculture, and industry, promoting clean energy
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transitions, e-mobility, and greener jobs, and helping 3.9 million households access
clean cooking.

Haryana's Clean Air Project for Sustainable Development Operation targets emissions
in transport, agriculture, industry, and urban development, including expansion of
electric buses and e-three-wheelers, while also setting up ARJUN, a special purpose
vehicle for coordination and monitoring.

238. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) approved a USD 240 million loan for
which Indian city’s metro expansion project?

TRIA Jgaude 9% (ADB) 7 fhd HRIT @R & Al fawar Muiae & forw 240
fuferam smfvat STeR & &9 &t wedt €1 82

(a) Delhi

(b) Bengaluru

(c) Chennai

(d) Hyderabad

(e) Kolkata

Ans. c

Sol. ADB Approves USD 240 Million Second Tranche for Chennai Metro Rail
Expansion

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) approved a USD 240 million loan as the second
tranche of the Chennai Metro Rail Investment Project to expand metro connectivity
and promote cleaner, safer, and more reliable urban transport in the Chennai
Metropolitan Area.

This funding is part of ADB’s USD 780 million multitranche financing facility
(approved in 2022) and will support the development of Metro Lines 3, 4, and 5,
covering 20 km of elevated and underground corridors along with 18 new stations.
The project includes universal access features and disaster-resilient infrastructure,
aligning with Chennai’s low-carbon development goals and improving mobility amid
growing urban transport demand.

239. The Mizoram government has decided to sign a USD 108 million loan
agreement to strengthen its public healthcare system. This loan is being
provided by which international financial institution?

FIeIRT ReR 7 U+ Ui sriear Rived & auigd &3 & fore 108 fAfer=
AT SR & a1 Tide IR A5 S &1 Baar a1 31 98 aiF foa
RISy fai TR T 3 o TeT ¥

(a) World Bank

(b) International Monetary Fund

(c) Asian Development Bank
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(d) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank
(e) New Development Bank
Ans. c
Sol. Mizoram to Sign USD 108 Million ADB Loan to Strengthen Public Healthcare
System
The Mizoram government will sign a USD 108 million loan agreement with the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) to strengthen the state’s public healthcare system under
the project “Supporting Public Healthcare System Strengthening to Achieve Universal
Healthcare for Mizoram.”
Of the total loan amount, 90% will be repaid by the Central Government and 10% by
the Mizoram government within 15 years, significantly reducing the financial burden
on the state.
The loan will support the Mizoram Universal Health Care Scheme (MUHCS), launched
in March, which provides %5 lakh cashless treatment cover per family at government
and empanelled private/church-run hospitals.
Mizoram has already spent over 3100 crore under MUHCS, benefiting nearly 60,000
beneficiaries, while major healthcare infrastructure upgrades are underway, including
expansion of Zoram Medical College & Hospital and strengthening of Aizaw! Civil
Hospital.
About Asian Development Bank (ADB)

e Founded - 79 December 1966

e Headquarters - Mandaluyong, Metro Manila, Philippines

e President - Masato Kanda (replace Masatsugu Asakawa)

o  Member Countries - 69 (Israel)

240. What was India’s Wholesale Price Index (WPI) inflation rate in November
2025?

T4ER 2025 H HIRA B 46 &I GABTP (WPI) R g3 T o2

(a) 0.32%

(b) -0.32%

(€) -1.21%

(d) 1.40%

(e) 0.71%

Ans. b

Sol. India’s WPI Inflation Remains Negative at -0.32% in November 2025

India's Wholesale Price Index (WPI) inflation remained in negative territory at -0.32%
in November 2025, indicating continued deflation in wholesale prices compared to
the same month last year.
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The negative WPI inflation in November was an improvement from October’s -1.21%,
showing a slower pace of decline as some prices, especially food items, began rising
month-on-month.

Deflation in wholesale prices was driven by declines in key components such as food
articles, mineral oils, and crude petroleum & natural gas, despite some moderation in
the rate of fall.

241. Who won the recent presidential election in Chile?
forelt # g1a1 €1 # g€ e g9 # fram Sfta s1ia 3z
(a) Gabriel Boric
(b) Sebastian Pinera
(c) José Antonio Kast
(d) Michelle Bachelet
(e) Jeannette Jara
Ans. c
Sol. Jose Antonio Kast Wins Chile Presidential Election
Far-right candidate José Antonio Kast of Chile’s Republican Party won the 2025
presidential election, securing about 58% of the vote in the runoff and defeating
leftist Jeannette Jara.
Kast's victory represents Chile’s most significant turn to the right since the end of the
Pinochet dictatorship in 1990, driven by voter concerns over rising crime, migration
and economic issues.
About Chile
e (Capital- Santiago
o Official language- Spanish
e President- José Antonio Kast
e Continent- South America

242. Who was sworn in as the Chief Information Commissioner of the Central
Information Commission in December 2025?

faiaR 2025 W Hefia JEAT STERT & YW JET AP & FU H fraa ray o2
(a) Heeralal Samariya

(b) Raj Kumar Goyal

(c) C.P. Radhakrishnan

(d) Ajay Bhalla

(e) Nityanand Rai

Ans. b

Sol. Retired IAS Officer Raj Kumar Goyal Sworn In as Chief Information Commissioner
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Retired IAS officer Raj Kumar Goyal (1990 batch) was sworn in as the Chief
Information Commissioner (CIC) of the Central Information Commission, with
President Droupadi Murmu administering the oath at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Raj Kumar Goyal has earlier served as Secretary, Department of Justice (Ministry of
Law and Justice) and as Secretary (Border Management) in the Ministry of Home
Affairs, before his superannuation.

He succeeded Heeralal Samariya as the Chief Information Commissioner and was
appointed with effect from December 15, under the provisions of Section 12 of the
Right to Information Act, 2005.

243. Lionel Messi virtually unveiled a 70-foot statue of himself in which Indian
city during the GOAT India Tour 2025?

GOAT India Tour 2025 & IR feraa w:it A afarelt 70 wie S ufawn f5a
IR R | SATGRT H1?

(@) Mumbai

(b) New Delhi

(c) Kolkata

(d) Chennai

(e) Bengaluru

Ans. c

Sol. Lionel Messi Virtually Unveiled 70-Foot Statue in Kolkata during GOAT India Tour
2025

Argentine football legend Lionel Messi virtually unveiled a towering 70-foot statue of
himself in Lake Town, Kolkata, as part of the kickoff to his GOAT India Tour 2025,
marking a grand tribute to his iconic career.

The statue, depicting Messi and celebrating his achievements, including the FIFA
World Cup, was commissioned at the Sree Bhumi Sporting Club and revealed
remotely by the eight-time Ballon d'Or winner ahead of his arrival in the city.

The unveiling event in Kolkata, which also featured appearances from celebrities like
Shah Rukh Khan and fellow football stars, served as the opening highlight of Messi's
three-day tour across major Indian cities.

244. Minorities Rights Day is observed in India on 18 December every year to
recognise and uphold the rights of religious and linguistic minorities in the
country. What is the theme of Minorities Rights Day in 2025?

YR § g2 91d 18 fedar &1 ¢ A anfifer 3R HIuTE srei@rsl & SIfYeR) &1
U 3R §91E @A & oY sreueiere JfieR fdaw w-mar oirn 71 2025 #
eI TP fiaw o1 Jiv w1 82

(a) Equality and Justice for All
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(b) Human Rights, Our Everyday Essentials

(c) Minority Welfare for Development

(d) Protecting Cultural Heritage

(e) Unity in Diversity

Ans. b

Sol. 18 Deecmber - Minorities Rights Day

Minorities Rights Day is observed in India on 18 December every year to recognise
and uphold the rights of religious and linguistic minorities in the country.

Theme 2025 - Human Rights, Our Everyday Essentials

The day emphasises protection, promotion, and awareness of the rights of minority
communities as guaranteed under the Indian Constitution.

245. Which regulatory body has given in-principle approval to NCDEX to launch
a Mutual Fund transaction platform?
NCDEX P! TH3d 1S ZiaR- WehH Y= B3 &1 Agifas dedl g
e ST A & @
(a) Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
(b) Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI)
(c) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
(d) Ministry of Finance
(e) Forward Markets Commission
Ans. c
Sol. NCDEX Gets SEBI Nod to Launch Mutual Fund Transaction Platform
NCDEX has received in-principle approval from SEBI to launch.a Mutual Fund (MF)
transaction platform, marking a significant step in its strategy to become a
diversified, multi-asset market infrastructure institution.
The exchange will facilitate mutual fund subscription and redemption through an
exchange-led framework, with a focus on low-denomination Systematic Investment
Plans (SIPs) to improve access for a broader investor base.
National Commodity Clearing Limited (NCCL) will manage clearing and settlement of
MF transactions, while the platform also serves as a strategic precursor to NCDEX's
planned entry into equity and equity derivatives markets.
About Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

e Founded - 12 April 1988

o Act-7992

o Headquarters - Mumbai

Chairman - Tuhin Kanta Pandey (replace Madhabi Puri Buch)
SEBI Set up - Uday Kotak committee
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246. Which regulatory authority has granted approval to HDFC Bank and its
group entities to acquire an aggregate holding of up to 9.5% of the paid-up
share capital or voting rights in Indusind Bank?

HDFC 4% U4 3@ g HUl HI S5TUSS 9P B gHdl AR Yuil IT AdgH
;Wﬁﬁg.s%w%ﬁzmmmﬁaﬁﬂqﬁmﬁuwmﬁwﬁa&
(a) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)

(b) Ministry of Finance

(c) Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

(d) Competition Commission of India (CCl)

(e) Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI)

Ans. c

Sol. RBI Approves HDFC Bank to Acquire Up to 9.5% Stake in Indusind Bank

The Reserve Bank of India has approved HDFC Bank, along with its group entities, to
acquire an aggregate holding of up to 9.5% of the paid-up share capital or voting
rights in Indusind Bank.

The approval is valid for one year till December 14, 2026, with the condition that
HDFC Bank’s aggregate holding must not exceed 9.5% at any time; any increase from
below 5% will require prior RBI approval.

RBI has clarified that HDFC Bank will not have any representation on the Board of
Indusind Bank, ensuring regulatory compliance and governance safeguards.

247. Who was named ICC Women'’s Player of the Month for November
following a match-winning performance in the Women‘s-World Cup final?
Higar fay U wreaa A A9 Rrars veea & 91¢ FaeR 718 & foe 1cc Afga @R
3AT® g 0y fod g1 man

(@) Smriti Mandhana

(b) Harmanpreet Kaur

(c) Shafali Verma

(d) Pratika Rawal

(e) Deepti Sharma

Ans. ¢

Sol. Shafali Verma Named ICC Women'’s Player of the Month After World Cup Final
Heroics

India opener Shafali Verma was named ICC Women'’s Player of the Month for
November, while South Africa spinner Simon Harmer won the award in the men’s
category for his standout bowling performance against India.
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Shafali played a decisive innings of 87 runs off 78 balls in the Women’s World Cup
final against South Africa in Navi Mumbai, the highest score by an Indian opener in a
World Cup final, helping India post 298/7.
ICC Men's Player of the Month

o August 2025 —Mohammed Siraj (/ndia)

o September 2025 — Abhishek Sharma (India)

e October 2025 — Senuran Muthusam (South Africa)
ICC Women's Player of the Month

o August 2025 — Orla Prendergast (Ireland)

o September 2025 — Smriti Mandhana (India)

o October 2025 — Laura Wolvaardt (South Africa)

248. Veteran leader Shamanur Shivashankarappa, who passed away recently,
was the MLA from which constituency?

g1 g1 § fem gu afvy Aar IR Rraxieyan few faumaun 83 | faurae &2
(a) Davanagere North

(b) Chitradurga

(c) Harihar

(d) Davanagere South

(e) Shimoga Rural

Ans. d

Sol. Veteran Karnataka MLA Shamanur Shivashankarappa Passes Away at 94
Davanagere South MLA and former Karnataka minister Shamanur Shivashankarappa
passed away at 94 on Sunday evening at Sparsh Hospital, Bengaluru, after battling
prolonged illness.

India’s oldest sitting legislator, Shivashankarappa served as a six-time MLA, former
MP and minister, and long-time Congress treasurer, while also transforming
Davanagere into an education hub through the Bapuji Educational Association; his
last rites will be held in Davanagere.

249. The Government has extended the tenure of which SBI Managing Director
for another two years?

PR A 5T gadiens udy A &1 FrieTe 3T &) aut & e ger faar &2
(a) C.S. Setty

(b) Alok Kumar Choudhary

(c) Ashwini Kumar Tewari

(d) Dinesh Khara

(e) Rajnish Kumar

Ans. c
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Sol. Government Extends SBI MD Ashwini Kumar Tewari's Tenure by Two Years

The Government has extended the tenure of State Bank of India (SBI) Managing
Director Ashwini Kumar Tewari for another two years, marking his second such
extension after the first in 2024.

As per the regulatory filing, Tewari's term has been extended beyond January 27,
2026, and will now continue till his superannuation on December 31, 2027; he was
initially appointed MD in January 2021.

The SBI Board is led by a Chairman and supported by four Managing Directors, with
Ashwini Kumar Tewari continuing as one of the key members of the top
management.

250. Who inaugurated the Param Vir Dirgha at Rashtrapati Bhavan on Vijay
Diwas?

fasra feaw wR wrgufa wew # ww 4R diuf o1 Igure few fHan

(a) Ram Nath Kovind

(b) Droupadi Murmu

(c) Narendra Modi

(d) Rajnath Singh

(e) Venkaiah Naidu

Ans. b

Sol. President Droupadi Murmu Inaugurates Param Vir Dirgha at Rashtrapati Bhavan
on Vijay Diwas

President Droupadi Murmu inaugurated the Param Vir Dirgha at Rashtrapati Bhavan
on Vijay Diwas, featuring portraits of all 21 Param Vir Chakra awardees to honour
India’s bravest soldiers.

The gallery aims to educate visitors about the courage, valour, and self-sacrifice of
Indian heroes, replacing colonial-era portraits of British ADCs with India’s own
military legends, reflecting pride in the nation’s culture and heritage.

Observed on December 16, Vijay Diwas commemorates India’s victory in the 1971
war, which led to the liberation of Bangladesh, highlighting the joint efforts of the
Indian Armed Forces and Mukti Bahini in reshaping South Asia’s history.

251. Prime Minister Narendra Modi was recently honoured by Ethiopia with its
highest civilian award for his exceptional efforts in strengthening bilateral
relations and global leadership. What is the name of this prestigious award?
U HA s A D1 319 81 A AT gRT S¥es wate AN ewE 9
are 7T, ) fguelta T o aegy $31 iR e Aqa A I9F S™TYRT
TRTG P AT &l 8 | 39 UTAi¥d RIBR BT =10 T 82

(a) Order of the Star of Ethiopia
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(b) The Great Honour Nishan of Ethiopia

(c) Ethiopian Medal of Excellence

(d) Friendship of Nations Award

(e) Global Leadership Medal

Ans. b

Sol. PM Modi Receives Ethiopia’s Highest Civilian Honour, “The Great Honour Nishan
of Ethiopia”

Prime Minister Narendra Modi received Ethiopia’s highest civilian honour, “The Great
Honour Nishan of Ethiopia,” from Ethiopian PM Abiy Ahmed Ali at the Addis
International Convention Centre.

The award acknowledges Modi's exceptional contribution to strengthening India—
Ethiopia relations and his influence in global leadership.

Modi became the first head of state or government worldwide to receive this honour
and dedicated it to India’s 1.4 billion people.

It is also the 28th top foreign state honour conferred on him by a foreign nation.

252. Ponduru Khadi, recently awarded the GI tag, is a.traditional fabric from
which Indian state?

g% Aret, ford gra gt | Siteng & & Wit fovam T 8, fva WRdia s &1

(@) Tamil Nadu
(b) Andhra Pradesh
(c) Karnataka
(d) Telangana
(e) Odisha
Ans. b
Sol. Ponduru Khadi from Andhra Pradesh Receives Geographical Indication (Gl) Tag
Ponduru Khadi, the traditional handspun and handwoven cotton fabric from Andhra
Pradesh, has been awarded the Geographical Indication (Gl) tag by the Geographical
Indications Registry.
Locally known as Patnulu, Ponduru Khadi is produced exclusively in Ponduru village,
Srikakulam district, showcasing the area’s rich textile heritage.
The fabric has been nominated under the One District One Product (ODOP) scheme,
highlighting its importance for Srikakulam’s economy and cultural identity.
About Andhra Pradesh

e Capital - Amaravati

o Chief Minister — N Chandrababu Naidu

o Deputy CM - Pawan Kalyan

e Governor - S. Abdul Nazeer
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o Legislative Assembly Seat - 175

253. Which country has become the first in the world to receive UNESCO
recognition for its entire national cuisine?

DI AT =T g TS & T UNESCO &1 HIRIdT UTWd SR+ a1dT gi-iam &1
gl o 9 T 37
(a) France
(b) Italy
(c) Spain
(d) Japan
(e) Mexico
Ans. b
Sol. Italy Becomes First Country to Have Entire National Cuisine Recognized by
UNESCO
Italy became the first country.in the world to have its entire national cuisine
recognised by UNESCO as part of the Intangible Cultural Heritage in December 2025.
The recognition highlights Italian cuisine as a living tradition encompassing diverse
practices like pasta, cheese, wine, desserts, and regional foods, emphasising
community bonding and intergenerational knowledge transfer.
While Italy already has 21 elements on UNESCO's intangible heritage list, this is the
first time a whole country’s cuisine has been recognized, reflecting the importance of
food in culture, identity, and social life.
About Italy

e (Capital- Rome

e Currency- Euro

e President- Sergio Mattarella

e Prime Minister- Georgia Meloni

254. Who has been appointed as Managing Director & CEO of Airtel India,
effective January 1, 2026?

TRSd &1 & AATSIT STARTEX 3R CEO & =0 | 1 FHa3Y 2026 I {6 fAgaa
T war 72

(a) Gopal Vittal

(b) Soumen Ray

(c) Akhil Garg

(d) Shashwat Sharma

(e) Rohit Krishan Puri

Ans. d

Sol. Shashwat Sharma to Become MD & CEO of Airtel from January 2026
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Shashwat Sharma has been appointed as Managing Director & CEO of Airtel India,
effective 1 January 2026, for a five-year term.

Gopal Vittal will take over as Executive Vice Chairman and whole-time director from 1
January 2026 for five years, while the appointments were approved by Airtel's board
following HR and Nomination Committee recommendations.

The board also approved key finance and compliance changes, with Soumen Ray
becoming Group CFO, Akhil Garg appointed CFO of Airtel India, and Rohit Krishan
Puri named Company Secretary & Compliance Officer from January 2026.

255. Which highest civilian honour of Oman was conferred on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi?

TYTHHA 5 WS DT A BT HI-91 Haled ANTRS G UG fHar mam

(a) Order of Renaissance

(b) Order of Al Said

(c) Order of Merit

(d) The First Class of the Order of Oman

(e) Order of Friendship

Ans. d

Sol. PM Modi Conferred Oman'’s Highest Civilian Honour ‘The First Class of the Order
Award’

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was conferred Oman’s highest civilian honour — The
First Class of the Order of Oman by Sultan Haitham bin Tariq during his official visit to
Muscat, recognising his contributions to strengthening bilateral ties between India
and Oman.

The award, traditionally given to eminent global leaders, marks a significant
diplomatic recognition and places PM Modi among an elite group of world figures
who have received this prestigious honour.

This accolade is Modi's 29th global honour, further underscoring his stature as a
globally respected statesman.

256. Which police initiative was launched in Bihar’s Motihari to ensure the
safety of women and girl students?

feR & nifast & ufgars sk orEs 9t YWen & e F19- yfery vga g=
P12

(a) Shakti Squad

(b) Nirbhaya Force

(c) Durga Vahini

(d) Abhaya Brigade

(e) Suraksha Team
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Ans. d
Sol. Bihar: Motihari Police Roll Out ‘Abhaya Brigade’ to Curb Harassment Near
Schools and Colleges
Bihar, Motihari Police launched the ‘Abhaya Brigade’ to ensure the safety of women
and girl students, with strict action including arrest and jail for miscreants harassing
female students around schools, colleges and coaching centres.
Special Abhaya Brigade teams have been formed in nearly all 50 police stations of
East Champaran, each comprising women officers and constables, and have begun
regular patrolling in uniform and plain clothes.
The initiative, flagged off by SP Swarn Prabhat and formed under the directions of
Deputy CM & Home Minister Samrat Choudhary, follows a zero-tolerance policy
against crimes against women, focusing on preventing harassment, molestation,
kidnapping and trafficking.
About Bihar
e Formation - 22 March 1912
e Capital - Patna
o Chief Minister — Nitish Kumar
Governor - Arif Mohammed Khan
Rajya Sabha - 16 seats
Lok Sabha - 40 seats

257. Gujarat’s first Gram Panchayat to function at night has been started in
Mitiyaj village. This village is located in which district of Gujarat?

ToRTd | Ugell R ARSI W AR Jara- &f J[esid fHfaarst Tia § &1 15
21 T8 i eRTa ¥ P e & fRa 22

(@) Junagadh

(b) Amreli

(c) Bhavnagar

(d) Gir Somnath

(e) Porbandar

Ans. d

Sol. Gujarat’s Mitiyaj Becomes First Village to Run Gram Panchayat Office at Night
Mitiyaj Gram Panchayat in Gir Somnath district has become the first in Gujarat to
operate at night, keeping the panchayat office open from 8:30 pm to 10:00 pm to
make governance accessible for working villagers.

The initiative, taken by Sarpanch Surpal Singh Barad, addresses the needs of farmers
and daily wage labourers, enabling them to access essential services without losing
daytime wages.
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Sarpanch Barad personally attends the night office hours, ensuring quick grievance
redressal and smooth delivery of welfare services such as ration cards, Aadhaar work,
pensions, and government schemes.
About Gujarat

e (Capital- Gandhinagar

e Chief Minister- Bhupendra Rajnikant Patel

e Governor- Acharya Devvrat

258. Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini announced that Hansi will be
elevated to district status, increasing the total number of districts in the state.
Hansi will become which numbered district of the state?
g & gerEE g Rig A = gvon @t % gisdt @1 forem &1 got fear
wie, forast wrsa  fordl @1 po e g¢ et | gt Isa &1 S 11 HeR qran
foran 191 smeTm?
(@) 21st
(b) 23rd
(c) 22nd
(d) 20th
(e)24th
Ans. b
Sol. Haryana CM Nayab Singh Saini Announces Hansi as 23rd District of the State
Haryana CM Nayab Singh Saini announced Hansi as the 23rd district of the state,
increasing Haryana's total districts from 22 to 23, during a Vikas Rally in Hansi.
It was in 2016 that the Haryana government put forward a proposal to carve the new
Hansi district out of the Hisar district.
The move is expected to improve governance, streamline public services, and
accelerate overall development, addressing the demands of residents and local
leaders.
Since Haryana's formation in 1966 with seven districts, new districts have been added
over time; with Hansi's inclusion, the state will now have 23 districts, enhancing
administrative reach and focus on local needs.
About Haryana
Capital - Chandigarh
Chief Minister — Nayab Singh Saini(11th)
Governor - Prof Ashim Kumar Ghosh (replace Bandaru Dattatreya)
Legislative Assembly Seats- 90

259. What was India’s overall unemployment rate (UR) in November 2025?

TGER 2025 H YR B el SRR & (UR) T Ai?
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(@) 5.5%

(b) 6.2%

(c) 5.0%

(d) 4.7%

(e) 4.0%

Ans. d

Sol. India’s Unemployment Rate Drops to 4.7% in November

India’s overall unemployment rate (UR) fell to 4.7% in November 2025, the lowest
level since April, for individuals aged 15 years and above, reflecting an improvement
in the job market.

Rural unemployment dropped to 3.9%, while urban unemployment fell to 6.5%,
matching the lowest urban unemployment recorded earlier this year, according to
MoSPI data.

Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) increased to 55.8% overall, with rural LFPR
rising to 58.6% and urban LFPR slightly dipping to 50.4%, indicating more people
actively engaging in the workforce.

260. Amazon Pay introduces UPI Biometric Authentication, allowing users to
approve UPI transactions using fingerprint or face recognition without entering
a PIN. For UPI transactions using biometric authentication, what is the
maximum transaction limit on Amazon Pay?

Amazon Pay 7 UPI STOTR{e® Sifdfed=r o= farar 8, foras goret famim PIN s1@
Rl a1 A8¥ F UgA BT I HIb UPI SARI YT H% Jhd ¢ |
TARE STAfePH=A &1 XU HXP UPI TR & fofg, Amazon Pay TR
(a) 1,000

(b) %2,500

(c) 5,000

(d) 10,000

(e) 32,000

Ans. ¢

Sol. Amazon Pay Launches UPI Biometric Authentication for Faster, PIN-Free
Transactions

Amazon Pay introduces UPI Biometric Authentication, allowing users to approve UPI
transactions using fingerprint or face recognition without entering a PIN.

The feature covers transactions up to ¥5,000 across Amazon Pay UPI services,
including peer-to-peer transfers, merchant payments, in-store QR payments, and
balance checks.
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Biometric authentication is linked to the user’s device, ensuring added security as
biometric data cannot be shared, while simplifying and speeding up payments.

Early adoption shows strong acceptance, with over 90% of users opting for biometric
verification, currently available for Android devices, aiming to make digital payments
faster and more convenient.

261. State Bank of India (SBI) will sign a €150 million credit line with KfW to
finance climate-friendly energy generation projects. KfW is a development bank
based in which country?
e d& 3T ST (SBI) FATSHE-WrSdl TSI SRR Hoided &l BIg-d B
& o1 Kfw & 1Y €150 Faferas &t Hide a1 R T15 HII KfW 5T =1 &1
(a) France
(b) Germany
(c) Netherlands
(d) Switzerland
(e) Austria
Ans. b
Sol. SBI to Sign €150 Million Credit Line with KfW for Climate-Friendly Energy Projects
SBI will sign a €150 million credit line with KfW, Germany’s development bank, in
Frankfurt to finance climate-friendly energy generation projects.
The facility, structured as Phase-2 of the SBI-KfW arrangement, will see SBI act as the
lending intermediary for eligible projects aligned with climate and sustainability
goals.
The funds are intended for renewable and low-emission energy projects, supporting
India’s climate objectives through long-term development financing.
About State Bank of India (SB/)

e Founded - 7 July 1955

o Headquarters - Mumbai, Maharashtra

e Chairman - Challa Sreenivasulu Setty; 27" (replace Dinesh Kumar Khara)

e Managing Director - (4) Ashwini Kumar Tewari Rana Ashutosh Kumar Singh,

Rama Mohan Rao Amara, Ravi Ranjan.

262. Who was Peter Arnett, who recently passed away at the age of 91?
Hiex e ®iF 9, o 1@ € A 91 91a ot 39 A feq g man

(a) A renowned photojournalist

(b) A Pulitzer Prize Winner

(c) A military historian

(d) A documentary filmmaker
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(e) A political analyst

Ans. b

Sol. Pulitzer Prize-Winning War Correspondent Peter Arnett Dies at 91

Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Peter Arnett passed away at the age of 91, renowned
for his frontline war reporting from Vietnam to the Gulf War that brought eyewitness
accounts to the world.

He won the 1966 Pulitzer Prize for International Reporting for his Vietnam War
coverage with The Associated Press, where he worked as a correspondent from 1962
to 1975.

Arnett died on December 17, 2025, in Newport Beach, after battling prostate cancer,
surrounded by his family and friends.

263. What is the maximum amount that customers are allowed to withdraw
from The Gauhati Cooperative Urban Bank under the RBI restrictions?

RBI ®1 UTafeal & d8d AT [arerd] HrifRfed e 9% & TTeT | Tl fopast
oH e dad 87

(a) 325,000

(b) 330,000

(c) 35,000

(d) 40,000

(e) 350,000

Ans. c

Sol. RBI Imposes Six-Month Restrictions on Gauhati Cooperative Urban Bank, Caps
Withdrawals at ¥35,000

RBI imposed operational restrictions on The Gauhati Cooperative Urban Bank due to
its deteriorating financial position, including a cap of 35,000 on customer
withdrawals.

The restrictions, issued as ‘Directions’, took effect from the close of business and will
remain in force for a period of six months.

Without prior RBI approval, the bank cannot grant or renew loans, make investments,
incur liabilities, or disburse payments during the restriction period.

264. Which authority imposed a ¥1 crore penalty on Care Health Insurance Ltd
for serious lapses in claims settlement, violating policyholder protection norms
and corporate governance standards?

fPa Sruivdl A s Geade # iR wftr, viferfigiesy MewM Aol sk
PIUNCT AT WS BT ST B & [T HIX g} AR forfes w 21
PRIS BT JHT T

(a) SEBI

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government

155



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

x
-
ambitiousbaba.com \Jp‘aiw babali Online Test Series

(b) RBI
(c) IRDAI
(d) CCl
(e) NABARD
Ans. c
Sol. IRDAI Fines Care Health Insurance %1 Crore for Claims Settlement and
Governance Lapses
IRDAI imposed a %1 crore penalty on Care Health Insurance Ltd for serious lapses in
claims settlement, violating policyholder protection norms and corporate governance
standards.
The action followed a remote inspection, which uncovered failures in grievance
redressal mechanisms, handling of unclaimed amounts, and deficiencies in
reinsurance accounting practices.
IRDAI also issued multiple warnings and advisories to the insurer for lapses in
cybersecurity and overall compliance, reinforcing the need for stronger internal
controls.
About Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI)
o [stablished- In the year 1999 under the IRDA Act 1999
o Headquarters- Hyderabad, Telangana
o Type- Statutory body under the Ministry of Finance, Government of India
e Chairman - Ajay Seth

265. The Finance Ministry unveiled a new.common logo for all 28 Regional
Rural Banks (RRBs) to create a single and unified brand identity, strengthening
their visibility and recognition nationwide. What do the colours of the new RRB
logo signify?

famt #=merg A TP 3R TP d Fie UgdH 99, 3 HR § ISP exgdr 3R
A=Al Y Hoigd H3A & g 9t 28 &t aredior 91 (smRemeet) & fore v 7w
3TH AN BT TGV fHUT| T RIRET SN & 37 347 S2id 82

(a) Blue signifies technology, green signifies education

(b) Red signifies power, yellow signifies energy

(c) Dark blue signifies finance and trust, green signifies life and growth

(d) White signifies peace, black signifies strength

(e) Blue signifies water, green signifies agriculture

Ans. c

Sol. Finance Ministry Unveils New Unified Logo for Regional Rural Banks

The Finance Ministry unveiled a new common logo for all 28 Regional Rural Banks
(RRBs) to create a single and unified brand identity, strengthening their visibility and
recognition nationwide.
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Under the principle of ‘One State One RRB’, 26 RRBs across 11 states/UTs were
consolidated effective May 1, 2025, aiming to build stronger and more efficient rural
banking institutions.

The colours of the logo convey the mission of RRBs—dark blue represents finance
and trust, while green signifies life and growth, reflecting their commitment to serve
rural India.

The branding initiative is part of the government’s effort to modernise RRBs, enhance
their identity, and promote financial inclusion and rural development through a
distinct and easily recognisable brand.

266. Where was Karnataka'’s first Gen Z-themed post office inaugurated by India
Post?

FIled BT UGAT Gen Z-FHH ITAT UIe SHiThH BBl UIRA UIRE §RT SgHTe fohan
Tr?

(a) Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru

(b) PES University, Bengaluru

(c) Acharya Institute of Technology, Bengaluru

(d) Bangalore University

(e) Christ University

Ans. c

Sol. India Post Launches Karnataka's First Gen Z-Themed Post Office at Acharya
Institute of Technology, Bengaluru

India Post unveiled Karnataka's first Gen Z-themed post office at Acharya Institute of
Technology, Bengaluru, aimed at engaging the younger generation and reimagining
the role of post offices in the digital age.

The post office includes colourful interiors, full Wi-Fi, selfie points, student-designed
decor, reading areas, cafe-style seating, wellness spaces, and a physiotherapy lab,
making it a social and functional hub for students.

The initiative reflects India Post's transition from traditional services like letters and
money orders to digital banking, logistics, and e-commerce, showcasing its
nationwide transformation to align with modern business models and youth
engagement.

267. The Union Government has approved the development of the Viksit Bharat
Mumbai Marina in Mumbai Harbour, aiming to boost coastal shipping,
maritime tourism, and waterfront-led urban development. Considering the
scale of the project, including berthing facilities for 424 yachts, world-class
onshore infrastructure, and integration with national maritime initiatives, what
is the estimated total cost of this project?
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FE WHR A G2 gk #F sl HRa 4o 78 ¥ Ao o) daft § 2,
a1 3T adY Aiag, 9l wded 3R aiewthe smutia wed faery o1
1T &1 81 39 YRS & TUM & TTd §U, oI 424 aiew & fag affa
gfaumd, fay W SRR $IPRTER 3R AP Aag ugdl & A1Y TPHIPpRul
I §, 59 UGS St SFHIAG T AR T 82

(a) *750 crore

(b) %808 crore

(c) %850 crore

(d) %887 crore

(e) %900 crore

Ans.d

Sol. Union Government Approves 3887 Crore Plan for World-Class Mumbai Marina to
Boost Coastal Shipping & Maritime Tourism

The Union Government has approved the development of a world-class Mumbai
Marina at an estimated cost of ¥887 crore, aiming to boost coastal shipping,
maritime tourism, and waterfront-led urban development.

Named 'Viksit Bharat Mumbai Marina’, the project aligns with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision for global-standard tourism destinations and strengthening
India's maritime economy, cleared by the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways.
The Mumbai Port Authority will invest 470 crore to construct core marina
infrastructure on an EPC basis, while a private operator will develop onshore facilities
with 417 crore investment; tenders close on 29 December 2025.

Spread over 12 hectares of water area, the marina will berth 424 yachts up to 30
metres, and aligns with national frameworks such as Maritime India Vision 2030,
Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision 2047, Sagarmala Programme, Cruise Bharat Mission, and
Mumbai Port Master Plan 2047.

268. Which airline was named Best Domestic Airline at the Travel + Leisure India
and South Asia’s Best Awards 2025?

eqq + diioR SfeaT 3R WSy TR 3T aTsH 2025 W GdAY TRE TuRATSH HT
TR P 3t TaRarsd &) fear mam

(a) IndiGo

(b) Vistara

(c) Spicelet

(d) Air India

(e) GoAir

Ans.d

Sol. Air India Retains Best Domestic Airline Title at Travel + Leisure Awards 2025
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Air India has been named Best Domestic Airline at the Travel + Leisure India and
South Asia’s Best Awards 2025 for the second consecutive year, based on reader
votes reflecting passenger feedback.

The award highlights Air India’s focus on comfort, service quality, and consistency,
and acknowledges the efforts of frontline staff delivering services across airports and
onboard flights.

In 2026, Air India is set to receive six new widebody aircraft (B787-9 and A350-1000),
with plans for 96% of narrowbody fleet and nearly 60% of widebody fleet to be new
or upgraded by the end of 2026.

Customer-Centric Improvements: The airline continues to focus on gradual
operational enhancements as part of its long-term strategy to strengthen customer
experience and overall service quality.

269. According to Travel+Leisure’s India’s Best Awards 2025, which airport was
voted the world’s best international airport based on factors such as overall
travel experience, comfort, facilities, and passenger satisfaction?

Travel+Leisure & SI3UT IR 3AATSH 2025 F AR, 5 918 S H 9T AT
34, FRAYT, SR 3R It AP & SMuR W 3y &1 99y siawdiy garg
STST A1 TT?

(a) Dubai International Airport

(b) London Heathrow Airport

(c) Singapore Changi Airport

(d) Tokyo Haneda Airport

(e) Hong Kong International Airport

Ans. c

Sol. Singapore’s Changi Airport Voted World's Best Airport for 2025 at India’s Best
Awards

Singapore’s Changi Airport has been voted the best international airport in the world
for 2025 at India’s Best Awards by Travel+Leisure, based on readers’ votes.

The airport is renowned for its sky-lit interiors, indoor gardens, art-filled spaces,
butterfly gardens, and the world’s tallest indoor waterfall, turning long layovers into a
relaxing experience.

The award was part of the 14th edition of India’s Best Awards, which honours top
names in travel and hospitality through global online voting by readers, reflecting
travellers’ preferences.

Changi Airport was recognised for combining efficiency, comfort, and innovative
design, setting a global standard and making the airport a destination in itself, not
just a transit hub.
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270. The Second WHO Global Summit on Traditional Medicine was inaugurated
at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi, jointly organised by the WHO and the
Ministry of AYUSH. What is the theme of the Second WHO Global Summit on
Traditional Medicine?

TRUR® RIfFeT ™R gy WHO 3ffe Rier awad 1 3gured UIRd 4su¥, 18
faeett ® gam, S WHO 3R STy HATed §RT Igad &0 I STaiford far T o,
IRUiY® fafrear W gk WHO af¥e R v &1 fawa 1 82

(a) Science and Innovation in Health

(b) Integrative Medicine for All

(c) Restoring Balance: The Science and Practice of Health and Well-Being

(d) Traditional Medicine for Global Health

(e) Holistic Health Approaches

Ans. c

Sol. Second WHO Global Summit on Traditional Medicine Inaugurated in New Delhi
The Second WHO Global Summit on Traditional Medicine was inaugurated at Bharat
Mandapam, New Delhi, with the theme “Restoring Balance: The Science and Practice
of Health and Well-Being," jointly organised by the WHO and the Ministry of AYUSH,
and held from 17-19 December 2025.

Union Health Minister JP Nadda and WHO Director-General Dr. Tedros Adhanom
Ghebreyesus highlighted the growing role of traditional medicine in global
healthcare, with discussions on integration into national health systems, safety and
quality standards, biodiversity conservation, and evidence-based research.

The summit showcased India’s leadership in traditional medicine; including the WHO
Global Traditional Medicine Centre at Jamnagar, ICD-11 Module 2, international
collaborations, and research initiatives, reinforcing a global commitment to inclusive,
sustainable, and balanced health systems.

271. Which Ministry launched the dedicated portal for Republic Day
Celebrations-2026 youth competitions?

o feaw THRIg-2026 & fere wufta uida fore wamera gRT IR= forar T 82
(a) Ministry of Education

(b) Ministry of Culture

(c) Ministry of Home Affairs

(d) Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports

(e) Ministry of Information and Broadcasting

Ans.d

Sol. MY Bharat Launches Dedicated Portal for Republic Day Celebrations—2026 Youth
Competitions
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The Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, through the MY Bharat Portal, has launched
a special webpage to host national-level youth competitions as part of Republic Day
Celebrations—2026.

The initiative includes Essay Writing, Painting, and Slogan/Signature competitions,
aimed at fostering patriotism, creativity, and civic engagement among youth
nationwide.

Prize money has been announced for top performers, and selected participants will
get an opportunity to attend and take part in the Republic Day Celebrations—2026
Parade.

272. An independent evaluation of the Jiyo Parsi Scheme was conducted in 2025
to assess its effectiveness in addressing the declining Parsi population, its
outreach to beneficiaries, and overall impact. The evaluation report noted
widespread acceptance and usefulness of the scheme among the Parsi
community. Which organisation carried out this evaluation study?

e TR 3maTd) Y Hatfta weq, aruiiial 9w gue! uge oik JHY YT HY
Haled B3 # 3B GUTGRITET BT 3MPba S & forg 2025 | forat ureht
o1 BT TP Wad Gedice a1 1 4TI Yedich T Ruid 6 UR 94er™ & &g
o1 3 TS WIHfa 3R STARIGT BT Ieae BaT 7T 3| T§ eATd AT
o e A fasam

(a) NITI Aayog

(b) National Sample Survey Office

(c) Registrar General of India

(d) International Institute for Population Sciences

(e) Indian Council of Medical Research

Ans. c

Sol. Jiyo Parsi Scheme Helps Arrest Decline in Parsi Population; 232 Babies Born in
Five Years

The Parsi (Zoroastrian) population declined sharply from 1.14 lakh in 1941 to 57,264
in 2011, prompting the Government of India to launch the Jiyo Parsi Scheme in 2013-
14 under the Ministry of Minority Affairs.

The scheme has three components—Medical Assistance (support for infertility and
pregnancy-related treatment up to %30 lakh income limit), Health of Community
(care for children and dependent elderly up to ¥15 lakh income limit), and Advocacy
to raise awareness.

Financial assistance is provided through Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) after biometric
verification; during 2020-21 to 2024-25, an expenditure of 317.64 crore resulted in
the birth of 232 babies under the scheme.

A 2025 evaluation by IIPS found the scheme largely successful with widespread
acceptance among beneficiaries, and it is now being considered for continuation in
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the next Finance Commission cycle, as informed by Union Minister Kiren Rijiju in Lok
Sabha.

273. The Indian Army contingent has departed to participate in which joint
military exercise with the UAE?

YRAH T I Tha! T 3R HRTT & I1Y 5T Tgad I oard d YRt o
& for Y@ 88 32

(a) Exercise Al Nagah

(b) Exercise Zayed Shield

(c) Exercise Gulf Star

(d) Exercise Desert Cyclone-ll

(e) Exercise Sand Storm

Ans.d

Sol. Indian Army Departs for India—UAE Joint Military Exercise DESERT CYCLONE-II in
Abu Dhabi

An Indian Army contingent has departed for the India—UAE Joint Military Exercise
DESERT CYCLONE-II, to be held at Abu Dhabi, UAE, from 18 to 30 December 2025.
The Indian contingent consists of 45 personnel mainly from-the Mechanised Infantry
Regiment, while the UAE Land Forces are represented by the 53 Mechanised Infantry
Battalion with similar strength.

The exercise aims to enhance interoperability and defence cooperation through joint
training in urban warfare and sub-conventional operations under a United Nations
mandate, including peacekeeping and counter-terrorism roles.

274. The Har Ghar Museum initiative was launched by-the/National Council of
Science Museums (NCSM) under the Ministry of Culture with the vision that
every household preserves a part of India’s living heritage. This initiative was
honoured with a PRSI National Award 2025. Under which category was this
award conferred?

T W R Ugd G&pid HATAT & dgd Ad SISRTd TP e Rforad
(NCSM) ERT IR= &1 TS ft, Ryt wede 1 f 8¢ TR YRd &1 Sifad fRRa &
TS [ 91 Wow &Y TW | §9 Ugd DI PRSI AR 3(dls 2025 | G fobar
411 9% 3ais fbd HeIRT & far mar U

(a) Best Heritage Awareness Campaign

(b) Best Digital Outreach Initiative

(c) Best Community Engagement Programme

(d) Best Use of Social Media in a Corporate Campaign

(e) Best Cultural Documentation Project

Ans.d
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Sol. NCSM Wins Two PRSI National Awards 2025 for Har Ghar Museum and Waste to
Art Initiatives

The National Council of Science Museums (NCSM), under the Ministry of Culture, was
conferred with two prestigious PRSI National Awards 2025 by the Public Relations
Society of India.

NCSM won the Best Use of Social Media in a Corporate Campaign award for the Har
Ghar Museum initiative and the Special/Prestige Publication award for its “Waste to
Art” publication.

The publication highlights how nearly 1,250 kg of waste was creatively transformed
into educational art installations across NCSM units, promoting sustainability and
circular economy principles under Swachhata Hi Sewa.

The awards were presented at the 47th All India Public Relations Conference held in
Dehradun and were received on behalf of NCSM by Shri Rajib Nath and Shri Satyajit
N. Singh.

275. Piramal Finance Ltd recently announced an agreement to divest its entire
equity holding in a life insurance company. Which company is Piramal Finance
exiting through this transaction?

TR BrgA9 fafies A 81d 81 § U ars® SXARY Hu-t | 3u-T It sferdt
TR 391 & fore v witde 1 givon &t 81 39 giviaR & Wike dRa
BIEAd 5 St & aeR Fra 6 @2

(a) Shriram General Insurance

(b) Shriram Capital Ltd

(c) Shriram Life Insurance

(d) Shriram Finance Ltd

(e) Shriram AMC

Ans. c

Sol. Piramal Finance to Sell Entire 14.72% Stake in Shriram Life Insurance for 3600
Crore

Piramal Finance Ltd will sell its entire 14.72% equity stake in Shriram Life Insurance
(SLI) to Sanlam Emerging Markets (Mauritius) Ltd (SEMM) for around %600 crore.
The transaction is expected to be completed by the quarter ending March 31, 2026,
subject to regulatory approvals.

SEMM is a 100% subsidiary of the Sanlam Group, a leading pan-African financial
services group headquartered in South Africa with operations in over 30 countries,
including India.

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government

163



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X
-» .
ambitiousbaba.com \Ap‘% babaf Online Test Series

276. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) imposed a monetary penalty on Kotak
Mahindra Bank for failure to comply with certain banking and regulatory
norms. What was the amount of this penalty?

YR f¥ord 9% (RBI) A 3 T iR Waed fFranl &1 ureq 7 #31 R dled
nfgsr do w Mfte Jafar aman 39 Ui $ 3w feah &
(a) ¥58.50 lakh
(b) %60.10 lakh
(c) ¥61.95 lakh
(d) %63.25 lakh
(e) ¥65.00 lakh
Ans. c
Sol. RBI Imposes ¥61.95 Lakh Penalty on Kotak Mahindra Bank for Regulatory Lapses
RBI imposed a monetary penalty of ¥61.95 lakh on Kotak Mahindra Bank for non-
compliance with multiple regulatory norms.
The violations relate to Basic Savings Bank Deposit (BSBD) accounts, Business
Correspondents (BCs) guidelines, and provisions of the Credit Information Companies
(CIC) Rules, 2006.
The penalty was levied through an order dated December 11, 2025, for failure to
adhere to RBI's directions on access to banking services and permitted BC activities.
About Kotak Mahindra Bank

e Founded - 27 November 1985

e Founders - Uday Kotak

e Headquarters - Mumbai, Maharashtra

o MD & CEO - Ashok Vaswani (replace Dijpak Gupta)

277. Which country unveiled the official logo “Yerevan Blue Butterfly” for the
17th Conference of the Parties (COP17) to the Convention on Biological
Diversity?

fora e A g fAfdydr W 9T & 174 S99 3P ¢ urdfaT (coP17) & forw
SATRIPBTR® AR "AaT & TeXHIS" BT SFTaRT fhan

(a) Georgia

(b) Azerbaijan

(c) Armenia

(d) Kazakhstan

(e) Uzbekistan

Ans. c

Sol. Armenia Unveils "Yerevan Blue Butterfly’ as Official Logo for COP17 Biodiversity
Conference

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government

164



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

x
-
ambitiousbaba.com \A\:)‘aiw babali Online Test Series

Armenia unveiled the official logo for COP17, featuring the 'Yerevan Blue Butterfly’
(Polyommatus eriwanensis), a species endemic to the Yerevan region.
The logo is accompanied by the slogan “Taking action for nature”, highlighting the
conference’'s emphasis on implementation over commitments in biodiversity
conservation.
COP17, scheduled for October 2026, will conduct the first global review of the
Kunming—Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, with the logo's 23 blended
colours symbolising its 23 biodiversity targets.
About Armenia

e (Capital- Yerevan

e Currency- Armenian dram

o Official language - Armenian

e Continent- Asia

e President -Vahagn Khachaturyan

278. Who led the Indian delegation at the 11th United Nations Alliance of
Civilizations (UNAOC) held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia?

TSl 3R & RNuTe # gU 119 G S AR amay S RIfAasw==d (UNAOC)
¥ yRdta ufafAfinise o1 Aqa feaq fean

(a) S. Jaishankar

(b) P. Kumaran

(c) Vinay Mohan Kwatra

(d) Harsh Vardhan Shringla

(e) T.S. Tirumurti

Ans. b

Sol. MEA Secretary P. Kumaran Highlights India’s Civilizational Values at 11th UNAOC
in Riyadh

MEA Secretary (East) P. Kumaran led the Indian delegation at the 11th United Nations
Alliance of Civilisations (UNAOC) held in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia and delivered India’s
national statement at the High-Level Meeting of the Group of Friends of UNAOC.

He highlighted India’s civilizational values and global outlook, invoking the principles
of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (the world as one family) and Sarva Dharma Samabhav,
emphasising equal respect for all religions.

The 11th UNAOC, hosted by Saudi Arabia, marked two decades of dialogue under
the theme "Two Decades of Dialogue for Humanity Advancing a New Era of Mutual
Respect and Understanding in a Multipolar World” and also commemorated the 20th
anniversary of UNAOC, established in 2005.
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279. In 2025, the Asian Development Bank (ADB) committed sovereign lending
of USD 4.258 billion to India. This funding aims to support multiple sectors.
Which of the following is not a focus area of ADB’s 2025 lending to India?

2025 #, TR Sqaude 9% (ADB) A HRA BT USD 4.258 fafera &1 |iav o=
37 BT 9181 fHUTI 39 BIET &1 HPpU Fs Gaed &I JuId S8 FufafRaa A @
I AT ADB & 2025 § HRd I f3T 91 a1at 19 &1 B i T8l 82
(a) Strengthening the skill ecosystem
(b) Renewable energy deployment
(c) Space exploration projects
(d) Urban infrastructure and metro networks
(e) Healthcare and ecotourism
Ans. c
Sol. ADB Commits USD 4.26 Billion in Sovereign Loans to India for Renewable Energy,
Urban Development, and Healthcare in 2025
The Asian Development Bank (ADB) committed USD 4.258 billion in sovereign
lending to India in 2025, supporting projects in skills development, renewable energy,
urban infrastructure, metro expansion, healthcare, and ecotourism.
32% of ADB's 16 newly committed projects focus on-human and social development,
26% on energy (mainly renewable energy), and over 18% on urban development.
Key initiatives include USD 650 million for PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana (rooftop
solar adoption), USD 460 million to Maharashtra for rural power modernisation, and
USD 398.8 million to Assam for healthcare and medical education.
Additional loans include over USD 200 million to Meghalaya and Uttarakhand for
ecotourism development; ADB, founded in 1966, is a multilateral development bank
owned by 69 members supporting sustainable growth across Asia-Pacific.
About Asian Development Bank (ADB)

e Founded - 79 December 1966

e Headquarters - Mandaluyong, Metro Manila, Philippines

e President - Masato Kanda (replace Masatsugu Asakawa)

o  Member Countries - 69 (Israel)

280. On which date is World Saree Day celebrated?
fay a1t feaw fore a’da &1 w1 i 22

(a) 15th December

(b) 20th December

(c) 21st December

(d) 25th December

(e) 30th December

Ans. ¢
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Sol. 21 December - World Saree Day

World Saree Day is celebrated on 21st December to honour and promote the rich
cultural heritage of the saree, one of India’s most iconic traditional garments.

The day highlights the craftsmanship, regional diversity, and artistry involved in saree
weaving across India.

It encourages people globally to appreciate, wear, and celebrate the saree, fostering
cultural pride and preserving this timeless tradition.

281. National Mathematics Day is celebrated in India on 22nd December every
year to honour the birth anniversary of the legendary mathematician

YR ¥ g 919 22 feHaR &) ug™ ey DI ST & T
# Ity wifvra fyawr w=man e 3|

(a) Aryabhata

(b) Srinivasa Ramanujan

(c) Bhaskaracharya

(d) C.R. Rao

(e) D.R. Kaprekar

Ans. b

Sol. 22 December - National Mathematics Day

National Mathematics Day is celebrated in India on 22nd December every year to
honour the birth anniversary of the legendary mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan.
The day recognises Ramanujan’s outstanding contributions to mathematical research,
including number theory, infinite series, and continued fractions.

It aims to promote awareness and interest in mathematics:among students,
educators, and the general public across the country.

282. Which department under the Ministry of Jal Shakti organised the second
edition of Sujal Gram Samvad in 2025, a unique initiative providing a direct
platform for rural communities to share feedback on the Har Ghar Jal mission?
T fa WAy & dgd fod faunT 3 2025 ¥ gora UTH HaTg BT gRT TreRH
Smafera farar, st arior Tyerl @1 g3 R oid fIRF W Bisas 9rEn $31 & e
TS WY1 T YGH A aTelt TP 1G] Ugd 82

(a) Department of Rural Development

(b) Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation

(c) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

(d) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

(e) National Water Mission

Ans. b
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Sol. DDWS Organises Second Edition of Sujal Gram Samvad to Strengthen Rural
Water Governance

The Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS) under the Ministry of Jal
Shakti organised the second edition of Sujal Gram Samvad to enhance rural water
governance.

Sujal Gram Samvad provides a direct communication platform between the Union
Government and rural communities, enabling villagers to share their experiences and
feedback on the Har Ghar Jal mission.

The event was attended by Union Minister Shri C.R. Patil and Minister of State V.
Somanna, along with village sarpanchs, Gram Panchayat members, Jal Jeevan Mission
beneficiaries, women groups, students, and community leaders.

aThe first edition, held on 18 November 2025, successfully covered 12 States and
Union Territories in 12 different languages, highlighting its inclusive and participatory
approach.

283. India’s first dedicated Forest University, aimed at strengthening education
and research in forestry, wildlife, and environmental sciences, is set to be
established in which city of Uttar Pradesh?

YR $T Ugdl SfEhes Bive gaRicl, oRIeT Tedg B!, arseas® 3R
TTarRAHed A1E9  fR1& 3R Ryd &1 Aeigd #3138, S Uex & oy ex d
RITfUd g1 arelt &2

(@) Lucknow

(b) Gorakhpur

(c) Kanpur

(d) Varanasi

(e) Noida

Ans. b

Sol. Uttar Pradesh to Establish India’s First Dedicated Forest University in Gorakhpur
Uttar Pradesh will establish India’s first dedicated Forest University in Gorakhpur,
focusing on forestry, wildlife, and environmental sciences, marking a historic step in
specialised education and research.

The 125-acre campus is strategically located near the Jatayu Conservation and
Breeding Centre, providing opportunities for field-based learning and applied
research in natural ecosystems.

The university will offer academic programmes in forestry, agroforestry, social
forestry, horticulture, wildlife studies, ecology, climate change, and environmental
sustainability, with strong emphasis on practical exposure.
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UP government allocated %50 crore in the 2024 budget for preliminary work; the
campus will include hostels, laboratories, classrooms, an auditorium, sports facilities,
and faculty housing, making it a national hub for forest education and conservation
training.
About Uttar Pradesh

e Capital - Lucknow

o Chief Minister — Yogi Adityanath

e Governor - Anandiben Patel

284. Which country formally handed over the BRICS presidency to India for
2026?

5w d=1 7 siuaTive U & 2026 F I BRICS B A& HRA & Hidl?

(a) China

(b) Russia

(c) Brazil

(d) South Africa

(e) Indonesia

Ans. c

Sol. India Assumes BRICS Presidency 2026 as Brazil Hands Over Leadership

Brazil formally concluded its BRICS presidency in 2025 and officially handed over the
rotating BRICS leadership to India for 2026 at a Sherpas meeting in Brasilia, marking
the transition of chairship within the bloc.

The transition ceremony included a review of Brazil's achievements under its
presidency and a presentation of India’s planned priorities for. the upcoming BRICS
agenda.

The presidency handover positions India to host the 18th BRICS Summit in 2026,
furthering its role in shaping strategic cooperation among emerging economies.
India will officially assume the chair on January 1, 2026.

285. India has established the Joint Trade and Investment Committee (JTIC) with
which country to strengthen bilateral trade and investment?

YRd A fgueia AR i fFa=r &) werqd o1 & e 5w 3 & a1y wgaa
=R SR fAawr afafa uTic) Ft =TT FY 32

(a) Germany

(b) Netherlands

(c) France

(d) Japan

(e) Australia

Ans. b
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Sol. India and Netherlands Set Up Joint Trade and Investment Committee to Boost
Bilateral Economic Ties

India and the Netherlands have established the India—Netherlands Joint Trade and
Investment Committee (JTIC) through an MoU, marking a key step toward
strengthening bilateral trade, investment, and economic cooperation.

The JTIC will act as a formal institutional mechanism for regular dialogue to review
trade relations, promote two-way investments, address trade and investment barriers,
and explore cooperation in priority sectors.

As per the MoU, the JTIC will meet annually, with meetings held alternately in India
and the Netherlands, ensuring sustained and structured engagement.

286. The Gl-tagged Indi Lime that recently entered the Oman market is grown in
which district of Karnataka?

BT 81 | ST TR H YA I 1T SHSHTE-STT $31 AT5H Heled & fod forat
¥ ST ST @2

(a) Belagavi

(b) Kalaburagi

(c) Vijayapura

(d) Bidar

(e) Dharwad

Ans. c

Sol. GI-Tagged Indi Lime from Karnataka Enters Oman Market with First Export
Shipment

Gl-tagged Indi Lime from Vijayapura, Karnataka entered the Oman market with its
first export shipment of 3 metric tonnes on 19 December 2025, boosting India’s
agricultural exports.

As part of market diversification, 350 kg of Indi Lime was also flagged off for export
to the United Kingdom, taking the total exports to nearly 12.35 MTs from the district.
The export to Oman gains importance following the India—Oman CEPA/FTA, which
aims to strengthen bilateral trade and enhance market access for Indian agricultural
products.

287. The National Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe Hub (NSSH) Scheme,
aimed at promoting entrepreneurship among SC/ST communities and
improving their participation in public procurement, is implemented by which
ministry of the Government of India?

AT ASYes PIE TS ANSYcs €159 89 (NSSH) TioTT, ot awag sc/sT
Gl # TeU-ARIRIT $I 9g1aT &1 3R Ui MaRAe § 33t URiierRT 3t
ITTR T ], RA TBR & by HAT0T gRT AR # &) 82
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(a) Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

(b) Ministry of Rural Development

(c) Ministry of Finance

(d) Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises

(e) Ministry of Labour and Employment

Ans. d

Sol. MSME Ministry Implements NSSH Scheme to Boost SC/ST Entrepreneurship and
Public Procurement Participation

The Ministry of MSME is implementing the National Scheduled Caste and Scheduled
Tribe Hub (NSSH) Scheme to promote entrepreneurship among SC/ST communities
and ensure 4% mandatory public procurement from SC/ST MSEs under the Public
Procurement Policy.

The scheme provides multi-dimensional support through capacity building, market
linkage initiatives, Special Vendor Development Programmes (SVDPs), awareness
workshops, subsidies on plant. & machinery, and financial assistance for the Single
Point Registration Scheme.

Under the Special Marketing Assistance component, SC/ST entrepreneurs are
supported to participate in domestic and international exhibitions; 3,929
entrepreneurs have been facilitated in domestic exhibitions at a cost of ¥36.41 crore
over the last 7 years.

To enhance outreach, the NSSH Scheme conducts conclaves, SVDPs, and awareness
workshops across the country and leverages social media platforms for wider
dissemination among the target beneficiaries.

288. Good Governance Week 2025 is observed during which period?

T T&TE 2025 54 3afy & SR 7= <14 82

(a) December 11-18

(b) December 15-21

(c) December 19-25

(d) December 20-26

(e) December 23-29

Ans. c

Sol. Good Governance Week 2025 Launched with ‘Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore’ to
Strengthen Grassroots Governance

Good Governance Week 2025 has been launched by the Department of
Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG) and will be observed from 19
to 25 December 2025, with guidelines released by DARPG Secretary Rachna Shah.
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The nationwide ‘Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore' campaign remains the core initiative, aiming
to strengthen grassroots outreach, grievance redressal, and public service delivery
through district administrations.

Under the campaign, district collectors will organise special camps at the tehsil,
block, and panchayat levels to directly engage with citizens.

The campaign is being conducted in two phases—a preparatory phase (11-18
December) and an implementation phase (19-25 December), with district-level
dissemination workshops on 23 December 2025 focusing on District @100 and good
governance initiatives.

289. International Human Solidarity Day is observed on which date?
RIS ATa Thean feaw fea arfia Y #-man &irar 82

(@) 19 December

(b) 21 December

(c) 20 December

(d) 23 December

(e) 22 December

Ans. c

Sol. 20 December - International Human Solidarity Day

International Human Solidarity Day is observed every year on 20 December to
promote unity, cooperation, and collective responsibility among nations and people.
Theme 2025 - Uniting Communities for a Shared Future

The day highlights solidarity as a core value for achieving sustainable development,
poverty eradication, and social justice worldwide.

It emphasizes supporting vulnerable and marginalized communities, especially in
developing and least-developed countries.

290. Exercise Avialndra is conducted between which two countries?

STy vfgarsst {1 ot <= & i smaifera farar e 32

(a) India and USA

(b) India and France

(c) India and Russia

(d) India and Japan

(e) India and China

Ans. c

Sol. India—Russia Conduct Joint Air Exercise Avialndra to Strengthen Defence and
Aerospace Cooperation
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The Indian Air Force is hosting Exercise Avialndra with the Russian Federation
Aerospace Force (RFASF), continuing the bilateral air exercise series that began in
2014.

Personnel from both countries are conducting joint flying operations on platforms
such as Su-30 MKI, Tejas, IL-78 aircraft and Mi-17 helicopters, focusing on
operational coordination.

The exercise aims to enhance bilateral defence cooperation, promote mutual
understanding, and strengthen aerospace synergy by sharing best practices and
lessons learned

291. ICGS Amulya, commissioned by the Indian Coast Guard to strengthen
coastal and maritime security, is a new-generation Fast Patrol Vessel built with a
high level of indigenous content under the Make in India initiative. It is the
third vessel of its series and is designed for missions such as surveillance,
interdiction, search and rescue, and anti-smuggling operations. ICGS Amulya
belongs to which class of vessels?

ICGS 3, oY URdIT ®ive S 3 9t 3T Al Y& &) ogd 3 & fore
U a1 8, Te T3 Nl 1 wrRe Ueia a9 & o A% 5 sfear usa & dgd
TSI WS M F J1Y ST 7471 21 T8 391 HRI $7T TRRT 399 ¢ iR 39
R, AT, WieT 3R 7919, 3R awp3l faRieh ifami i famet & foe
f&wmg= f5ar T 21 1cGs erye fra w1 & a9a & Wefia 32

(a) Samarth-class

(b) Vikram-class

(c) Adamya-class

(d) Sankalp-class

(e) Varuna-class

Ans. c

Sol. Indian Coast Guard Commissions ICGS Amulya, Strengthening Indigenous
Maritime Security Capabilities

The Indian Coast Guard commissioned ICGS Amulya, the third vessel of the new-
generation Adamya-class Fast Patrol Vessels, at Goa, with the ceremony attended by
senior officials from the Ministry of Defence and Goa Shipyard Limited.

Built by Goa Shipyard Limited, the 51-metre vessel has over 60% indigenous content,
reflecting India’s Atmanirbhar Bharat and Make in India initiatives; Amulya means
“priceless”.

Powered by two 3000 kW diesel engines, ICGS Amulya can achieve a top speed of 27
knots with an operational endurance of 1,500 nautical miles, and is equipped with
advanced integrated navigation, machinery, and power management systems.

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government [Tl



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

x
-
ambitiousbaba.com \A\:)‘aiw babali Online Test Series

Based at Paradip, Odisha, the vessel will strengthen maritime security along the
eastern seaboard by undertaking missions such as surveillance, search and rescue,
anti-smuggling, interdiction, and pollution response.

292. An Indian team from Chennai achieved global recognition at NASA's 2025
International Space Apps Challenge by proposing an innovative solution to
address the digital divide. The project focused on a sovereign phased-array
satellite internet infrastructure, aimed at expanding broadband connectivity in
remote and underserved regions and potentially benefiting over 700 million
people in India. For this impactful idea, the team received the Most
Inspirational Award at the global level. Which of the following teams achieved
this feat?

IS B T HRAIT TH 7 NASA & 2025 ST WH T o A feforea
fEargs o Iuw o g B & I Te gAIafed ATy U1 Hd Tdigd ugd
T o1 | T8 Wioiae TP Alad Bhos-T Hedlse Sev-c SPREHR IR digd UT,
TI®T e GRS 3R $H AT a1d sATHI | disds BHfaeidd] BT faar
HAT 3R JUTfId &9 & YRa A 700 FfRra= | SATST @ 1 WTaST UgTT ATl
39 3RNGR ST & iy, 9 1 Wiad dad U Ja9 RS RIPR e
fFrafafaa 9 9 fw 0 3 a5 Suafs sl oz

(a) AstroNet India

(b) Orbital Innovators

(c) SatCom Pioneers

(d) Space Visionaries

(e) Photonics Odyssey

Ans. e

Sol. Chennai Team Wins Global Honour at NASA's 2025 Space Apps Challenge with
Satellite Internet Innovation

An Indian team'’s satellite internet concept emerged as a global winner of NASA's
2025 International Space Apps Challenge. The Chennai-based team, Photonics
Odyssey, proposed a sovereign, phased-array satellite internet infrastructure to
expand broadband access across remote regions and won the Most Inspirational
Award.

The project aims to reduce ground dependency and help connect more than 700
million people in India who currently lack access to broadband connectivity. The
winning team members, according to NASA Space Apps, are Manish D., M. K,
Prasanth G., Rajalingam N., Rashi M., and Sakthi R.

The 2025 edition of its flagship global hackathon brought together more than 1 lakh
14 thousand participants across 5 hundred and 51 local events in 1 hundred and 67
countries and territories.
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Indian American students and participants of Indian origin also featured prominently
among the winners, reflecting the strong presence of the Indian diaspora in global
science and technology innovation.
Launched in 2012, the International Space Apps Challenge is NASA's annual global
hackathon designed to engage citizens worldwide in solving real-world problems
using the agency’s open data. It has grown into one of the world’s largest
collaborative platforms for STEM innovation.
About National Aeronautics and Space Administration

e Formed- July 29, 1958

e Headquarters- Washington, D.C., USA

e Administrator Jared Isaacman

293. The Government of India has decided to establish a dedicated Bureau of
Port Security (BoPS) to strengthen the safety and security of ships, port
facilities, and related infrastructure across the country. This Bureau will function
as a statutory body with regulatory oversight under the framework of a newly
promulgated act, which provides the legal basis for maritime safety, security,
and administration of merchant shipping in India. Under which act will the
Bureau of Port Security be formally established?

HRA TP A 3 HR & STgToN, Fame Graerat i wefla Spmgar 3t gram
3R BT B Avgd B3 & 1T T WRT sgRY 31T Uid Rkt (BoPs) a9
BT B f$a1 31 I8 R T ¢ AN fhT W HTA & d8d T auTf-s o &
9§ S B, S URd § T &1, fewrera ok ude fRifdn & wma &
foIT ST 3MYR WeH HRT 21 SRT 3T Ui et &Y et +u & fra
ffran & aga witfua fear smeam?

(a) Ports and Shipping Act, 2020

(b) Merchant Shipping Act, 2025

(c) Maritime Safety Act, 2022

(d) Coastal Security Act, 2023

(e) Indian Shipping and Port Authority Act, 2024

Ans. b

Sol. Centre to set up statutory Bureau of Port Security to strengthen maritime
security framework

Union Home Minister Amit Shah convened a high-level meeting to initiate the
creation of a dedicated Bureau of Port Security (BoPS) aimed at strengthening the
security of ships and port infrastructure across India.

The Bureau of Port Security will be set up as a statutory body under Section 13 of the
Merchant Shipping Act, 2025, functioning under the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and
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Waterways, with responsibilities for regulatory oversight and coordination of port
security.

The proposed security framework will follow a graded and risk-based approach,
factoring in vulnerabilities, trade potential, geographical location, and emerging
threats, including cyber security, with a dedicated division to protect port IT systems.
CISF has been designated as a Recognised Security Organisation for ports,
responsible for security assessments, preparation of security plans, and training and
certification of private security agencies, while the BoPS will be headed by a Director
General of IPS rank, modeled on BCAS.

294. Which institution appointed B P Kanungo as its non-executive chairman to
strengthen leadership and governance?

fra ST A e ok Taw oY Aeqa B F forg ot &t S B sroe
(a) State Bank of India

(b) HDFC Bank

(¢) India Infoline Finance Limited

(d) ICICI Bank

(e) Reserve Bank of India

Ans. c

Sol. IIFL Finance Appoints Former RBI Deputy Governor B P Kanungo as Non-
Executive Chairman

India Infoline Finance Limited (IIFL) has appointed B.P. Kanungo, a former Deputy
Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, as non-executive chairman of its board,
bringing extensive regulatory and central banking expertise.

Kanungo has over four decades of experience in monetary policy, financial
regulation, and central banking, having served as Deputy Governor of the RBI (2017-
2021) and as a member of the Monetary Policy Committee.

As chairman, he will lead the board in strategic direction, enhance governance
standards, and ensure the protection of interests of shareholders, customers,
regulators, and other stakeholders.

295. At which event did Prime Minister Narendra Modi release the
commemorative postal stamp on Ashwagandha?

YUTTHAT TN Tt A fhd STdd | SigrieT ) WRE S16 fedwe ot fham
(@) 1st WHO Global Summit on Traditional Medicine

(b) 2nd WHO Global Summit on Traditional Medicine

(c) International Ayurveda Day
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(d) UN Health Summit

(e) Global Herbal Medicine Conference

Ans. b.

Sol. PM Modi Releases Commemorative Ashwagandha Postal Stamp at WHO Global
Summit on Traditional Medicine

At the 2nd WHO Global Summit on Traditional Medicine in New Delhi, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi released a commemorative postal stamp on Ashwagandha,
symbolising India’'s commitment to promoting traditional medicine globally.

The stamp highlights the scientific and cultural value of Ashwagandha, a key
medicinal herb in Ayurveda known for stress reduction, immunity enhancement, and
overall well-being, and reinforces India’s efforts to promote AYUSH systems
internationally.

The release serves as a symbolic and educational initiative, acting as a cultural
ambassador to spread awareness of India’s traditional medicinal heritage and its
vision of integrating traditional medicine with modern healthcare systems.

296. The Meghalaya government has made which languages mandatory in the
curriculum up to Class-1?

AYTAY IRPR A HEfT-1 TP Ursushd A b Hrurai o1 sifvard foear g2

(a) Assamese and Bengali

(b) Khasi and Garo

(c) Hindi and English

(d) Mizo and Manipuri

(e) Nepali and Bodo

Ans. b.

Sol. Meghalaya Mandates Khasi and Garo in Early Education to Strengthen Cultural
Roots

Meghalaya has made Khasi and Garo mandatory in the curriculum up to Class-1 to
simplify learning and strengthen cultural identity from the foundational years.
New textbooks will be optional in the coming academic year and will become
compulsory from the next session, considering schools have already finalised syllabi.
Approval was given for a ¥25-crore Mission Mode HIV/AIDS project, mandatory
green building certification for large constructions, new cooperative financing
society, and arrangements for hosting the 39th National Games.

297. Jammu and Kashmir’s first Gen Z Post Office has been inaugurated at
which location?

S-SR BT Ugdl 9 Z Ue AT ford R WR YR= fobar 1 87

(@) AlIMS Srinagar
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(b) University of Jammu

(c) AlIMS Vijaypur

(d) IT Jammu

(e) GMC Anantnag

Ans. c.

Sol. Jammu & Kashmir Inaugurates First Gen Z Post Office at AIIMS Vijaypur

Jammu and Kashmir inaugurated its first Gen Z Post Office at the AIIMS Vijaypur
campus, marking a major step in modernising postal services.

Launched under the Department of Posts’ modernisation initiative, the facility offers a
contemporary ambience, digital payments, and simplified service delivery tailored for
Generation Z.

The post office provides postal, banking, and insurance services together, enhancing
convenience for students and staff on campus.

298. Recently, South Indian Bank launched a new contactless payment solution
to enhance digital transactions. What is the.name of this NFC-enabled payment
instrument?
3T o1 4 W19Y 3394 9% A f$frea d9-37 1 Iera1 ¢ & forg ®19-91 797 NFC
SMTiRa YIraT AreE ar= fbar 82

(@) RuPay Quick Card

(b) SIB Smart Tap

(c) RuPay Contactless SIB Paytag Sticker

(d) SIB NFC Debit Card

(e) RuPay PayWave

Ans. c.

Sol. South Indian Bank Launches RuPay Contactless 'SIB Paytag” NFC Payment Sticker
South Indian Bank has introduced the RuPay Contactless SIB Paytag Sticker, an NFC-
enabled payment solution for faster, secure, and seamless transactions.

The compact sticker can be affixed to mobile phones, wallets, or cardholders,
allowing customers to make contactless payments without carrying a physical debit
card.

Payments up to 5,000 do not require a PIN, while transactions above %5,000 need
PIN authentication to ensure enhanced security.

The SIB Paytag Sticker works at all contactless POS terminals and also supports
online e-commerce payments through secure card details access via the SIB Mirror+

app.
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299. The Viksit Bharat—Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
Act, 2025 replaces which earlier Act?

fae R URa-Ae TR 3R srrsiifaeT firem @meton siftfram, 2025 & forg TR
fra A sffram 3 e & 22

(a) National Rural Livelihood Mission Act

(b) PM Awas Yojana Act

(c) Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005

(d) Rural Development Act, 2010

(e) Food Security Act, 2013

Ans. c.

Sol. President Assents to Viksit Bharat (Gramin) Act

The President has given assent to the Viksit Bharat—Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) Act, 2025, replacing MGNREGA, 2005 and aligning rural
employment policy with the vision of Viksit Bharat @2047.

The Act increases the statutory wage employment guarantee to at least 125 days per
rural household per financial year, strengthening livelihood security, income stability,
and the right to demand employment.

States may notify up to 60 days of aggregated pause during peak agricultural
seasons while retaining the full 125-day guarantee; weekly or within 15 days wage
payments are mandated, with compensation for delays.

Wage employment is integrated with the creation of durable rural assets across
priority areas like water security, core rural infrastructure, livelihoods, and climate
resilience, using bottom-up planning via Viksit Gram Panchayat Plans and national
convergence platforms.

Implemented as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme with defined cost-sharing (60:40;
90:10 for NE/Himalayan states), enhanced administrative expenditure cap (9%),
technology-enabled transparency, and strengthened decentralised governance
through Panchayats and Gram Sabhas.

300. Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of a ¥10,601-crore
brownfield ammonia-urea fertiliser plant, aimed at boosting nitrogenous
fertiliser production in eastern India. This plant, under the Assam Valley
Fertiliser and Chemical Company Ltd (AVFCCL), will be established within the
existing premises of BVFCL and is scheduled to be commissioned by 2030. In
which location did this historic event take place?

YU TRE It 3 gdf URA | ATgeogad Sav® TG P 9¢1dl o & ST
¥ 210,601 TS & FSABIcS AWTAT-gAr Id® GGF B MR v&l | a8
TG 3RTH 3¢l BidargoR U8 Sied Hu-l fiffies (AVFCCL) & 98d BVFCL &
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HiereT ufvaR # wiTfa forar Sireem 3R 31 2030 9% o919 fHa1 91 81 98
e Tea fvg wF W g

(a) Guwahati, Assam

(b) Dibrugarh, Assam

(c) Namrup, Arunachal Pradesh

(d) Silchar, Assam

(e) Dispur, Assam

Ans. b

Sol. PM Modi Lays Foundation for ¥10,601-Crore Fertiliser Plant in Assam

PM Narendra Modi inaugurated the ¥10,601-crore brownfield ammonia-urea plant in
Dibrugarh, Assam, set to be commissioned by 2030.

The new Assam Valley Fertiliser and Chemical Company Ltd (AVFCCL) plant will have
an annual urea production of 12.7 lakh metric tonnes, enhancing the region’s
fertiliser output.

AVFCCL is a joint venture among the Assam Government, Oil India, National
Fertilisers Ltd (NFL), Hindustan Urvarak & Rasayan Ltd (HURL), and BVFCL, combining
public and state expertise.

The plant will be the first in India to use associated natural gas as a primary raw
material for producing nitrogenous fertiliser, leveraging sustainable and efficient
resources.

301. When is Kisan Diwas celebrated in/India?

YR H fram faaw & 7= wiran 32

(a) 22 December

(b) 23 December

(c) 24 December

(d) 25 December

(e) 26 December

Ans. b.

Sol. 23 December -Kisan Diwas

23rd December is observed as Kisan Diwas (Farmer's Day) in India to honour the
contributions of farmers to the nation.

The day marks the birth anniversary of Chaudhary Charan Singh, the 5th Prime
Minister of India, known for his work towards farmers’ welfare.

Kisan Diwas highlights the vital role of farmers in food security, rural economy, and
sustainable agriculture in India.
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302. Airtel Payments Bank has enabled EV wallet recharges on the Airtel Thanks
app in partnership with which organisation?

TIRed Ul ey d% A {5 FAISwRE & 1Y UrdRRY # TaRed 4 U WR EV
drde R == foran 82

(a) Reserve Bank of India

(b) NPCI UPI

(c) NPCI Bharat BillPay

(d) NITI Aayog

(e) Power Grid Corporation

Ans. c

Sol. Airtel Payments Bank Enables EV Wallet Recharges via Bharat Connect on Airtel
Thanks App

Airtel Payments Bank, in partnership with NPCI Bharat BillPay, has enabled electric
vehicle (EV) wallet recharges on the Airtel Thanks app through the Bharat Connect
(BBPS) platform.

The facility allows users to instantly top up EV charging point operator (CPO) wallets
linked with Bharat Connect, eliminating the need to use multiple operator-specific
apps and ensuring secure, interoperable payments.

Customers can recharge EV wallets by selecting the “Recharge EV” option in the
Airtel Thanks app, entering their registered mobile number and amount, with instant
credit to the EV wallet across India.

303. MUFG Bank will acquire what percentage stake in Shriram Finance through
the preferential issue?

MUFG 9% ThRIUd 339 & RT SR wrgad d fhaa e © T8

(@) 10%

(b) 15%

(c) 18%

(d) 20%

(e) 25%

Ans. d.

Sol. MUFG Bank to Acquire 20% Stake in Shriram Finance for 39,618 Crore in India’s
Largest Financial Services FDI

Shriram Finance has entered into definitive agreements with Japan’s MUFG Bank for a
%39,618 crore ($4.4 billion) investment to acquire a 20% stake via a preferential share
issue, marking India’s largest FDI in a financial services company.

MUFG will be allotted over 471 million shares at ¥840.93 per share and will have the
right to appoint two nominee directors to Shriram Finance’s board.
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The transaction may lead to a credit rating upgrade for Shriram Finance and
provides MUFG a clear pathway to gradually acquire a controlling stake, subject to
RBI approvals, including a $200 million non-compete fee signalling long-term
strategic intent.

304. What percentage of Shriram Life Insurance stake is Piramal Finance selling
to Sanlam?

iR BreAY RR™ a15% s2a | fea ufowra ffier 9 @192

(a) 10.25%

(b) 12.50%

(c) 14.72%

(d) 15.00%

(e) 16.25%

Ans. c.

Sol. Piramal Finance to Sell 14.72% Stake in Shriram Life Insurance to Sanlam for 3600
Crore

Piramal Finance has signed a share purchase agreement to sell its entire 14.72%
equity stake in Shriram Life Insurance Company Ltd (SLIC) to Sanlam Emerging
Markets (Mauritius) Ltd for 600 crore.

The deal is expected to be completed by the quarter ending March 31, 2026, subject
to necessary regulatory approvals, including clearance from IRDAL.

SLIC contributed %12.68 crore to Piramal Finance's FY25 revenue, accounting for just
0.12% of its total revenue, mainly through dividend income.

305. Who has been appointed as the new Managing Director (MD) and Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of Canara Bank?

FRT & & T AT SRR (MD) 3R TP Teilagfed SHfheR (CE0) & U
5 frrgaa P R @2

(a) Rajnish Kumar

(b) Brajesh Kumar Singh

(c) Arundhati Bhattacharya

(d) Shikha Sharma

(e) Usha Ananthasubramanian

Ans. b

Sol. Brajesh Kumar Singh Appointed as MD & CEO of Canara Bank

Brajesh Kumar Singh has been appointed as the Managing Director (MD) and Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of Canara Bank.

Singh brings extensive experience in banking operations, management, and strategic
planning, positioning him to drive growth and innovation at the bank.
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His appointment is expected to strengthen Canara Bank’s leadership, enhance
operational efficiency, and support its long-term business and financial objectives.
About Canara Bank

e [Founded - 1906

e Headquarters- Bengaluru, Karnataka

e MD & CEO - Brajesh Kumar Singh

e Tagline - Together with Can

306. Which two institutions signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to
enhance collaboration in research, education, training, and technology support
for India’s defence and internal security, aiming to strengthen self-reliance and
foster innovation?

HIRA D1 &M 3R SHiaRe gRam & forg R, g, i ok coarsi wui &
TSN e[ & fore for &) ST A T HHSIGT U (MoU) R gw1eR fPu,
ot aede e RaT &1 Aelgd HRAT 3R SR $ 98a1 &1 82

(a) DRDO and IIT Delhi

(b) DRDO and Rashtriya Raksha University (RRU)

(c) ISRO and Rashtriya Raksha University (RRU)

(d) DRDO and NIT Warangal

(e) Rashtriya Raksha University (RRU) and AIIMS

Ans. b

Sol. DRDO and Rashtriya Raksha University Sign MoU to Strengthen Defence and
Internal Security Collaboration

DRDO and Rashtriya Raksha University (RRU) signed an MoU to strengthen
collaboration in research, education, training, and technology support for defence and
internal security.

The agreement aims to enhance India’s self-reliance in defence and internal security
technologies, integrating academic research, technological innovation, and operational
insights.

Under the MoU, the institutions will undertake joint research projects, doctoral and
fellowship programmes, specialised training, and studies on emerging operational
challenges, contributing to a robust ecosystem for innovation and skill development in
defence and internal security.

307. Who became the first Indian woman to score 4,000 runs in Women'’s T20
Internationals?

HIRHAT T20 FSIANEH H 4,000 I I ITel Ugel! R Afgen S a4

(a) Harmanpreet Kaur

(b) Jemimah Rodrigues

(c) Smriti Mandhana

(d) Shafali Verma

(e) Deepti Sharma
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Ans. c

Sol. Smriti Mandhana Becomes First Indian Woman to Score 4,000 T20I Runs as India
Beat Sri Lanka in Series Opener

Smriti Mandhana became the first Indian woman batter to score 4,000 runs in Women's
T20 Internationals, achieving the feat during the first T20I against Sri Lanka at the ACA-
VDCA Stadium.

Mandhana is only the second woman globally after Suzie Bates to cross 4,000 T20I runs
and did so in the fewest balls faced (3,227), underlining her consistency and strike
efficiency.

308. Which institution has been conferred the title of Best Health Technology
Assessment (HTA) Institute for the second consecutive year?

e ARITT &1 TTAR gHR AT 9% god caTarsl RTHE (HTA) & iege 3T
feama fearmar 32

(a) AIIMS New Delhi

(b) PGIMER Chandigarh

(c) JIPMER Puducherry

(d) NIMHANS Bengaluru

(e) SGPGIMS Lucknow

Ans. b

Sol. PGIMER Chandigarh Named Best Health Technology Assessment Institute for
Second Consecutive Year

PGIMER, Chandigarh, has been awarded the Best Health Technology Assessment (HTA)
Institute in India for the second consecutive year by the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare (MoHFW).

The honour was conferred at the ARISE 2025 national conclave held at Sushma Swaraj
Bhawan, New Delhi, organised by Health Technology Assessment in India (HTAIn) under
the MoHFW.

PGIMER’s achievement is driven by its HTA Resource Hub under the Department of
Health Research, led by Prof Shankar Prinja, which has played a key role in building
national capacity for evidence-based health decision-making.

309. Which IT Services Company has secured a multi-year contract with ASN Bank
to modernise its digital operations?

frg 1T I HU A 3y feforee TR &1 ATe g9 & fAT ASN 96 F Iy
A - 3R Pl ae g fhar 82

(a) TCS

(b) Infosys

(c) Wipro

(d) HCL Tech

(e) Tech Mahindra

Ans. d

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government

184



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X
»
ambitiousbaba.com \A\:)‘M babal Online Test Series

Sol. HCLTech Secures Multi-Year Deal to Modernise ASN Bank’s Digital Operations in the
Netherlands

IT services firm HCLTech has secured a multi-year contract with ASN Bank (formerly de
Volksbank) to modernise the Dutch retail bank’s digital operations.

The partnership aims to consolidate IT services and simplify the vendor landscape,
improving operational efficiency.

HCLTech will manage enterprise applications and deliver services through a distributed
delivery model to enhance efficiency and customer experience.

The collaboration marks a significant step for HCLTech in expanding its presence in the
Dutch banking sector, supporting future-ready banking operations.

310. India and New Zealand have concluded a historic Free Trade Agreement,
announced by which two Prime Ministers?

HRA 3R Yeiias A U AaeTRie gad TR GHENA &) sifew = faar 2, Ry
ryor {61 g yurEiay A 3

(a) Narendra Modi and Jacinda Ardern

(b) Narendra Modi and Christopher Luxon

(c) S. Jaishankar and John Key

(d) Narendra Modi and Winston Peters

(e) S. Jaishankar and Christopher Luxon

Ans.b

Sol. India and New Zealand Conclude Historic Free Trade Agreement

India and New Zealand have successfully concluded a historic and ambitious Free Trade
Agreement (FTA), announced by PM Narendra Modi and New Zealand PM Christopher
Luxon after a telephonic conversation.

The FTA negotiations, initiated during PM Luxon'’s visit to India in March, were
completed in a record time of nine months, reflecting strong political will and shared
ambition.

The agreement will deepen bilateral economic engagement, improve market access,
boost investment flows, and strengthen strategic cooperation between the two
countries.

The FTA is expected to double bilateral trade within five years and facilitate over USD 20
billion investment from New Zealand into India over the next 15 years, benefiting
innovators, farmers, MSMEs, students, and youth.

311. Which state has become the first in India to launch a large-scale genome
sequencing project focused on tribal communities?

ST FErl R $igd 98 T0H W SiFH S RitT diviee IR S a1dT HIRd
BT UGl I DI AT I TATF?

(a) Odisha

(b) Chhattisgarh

(c) Jharkhand

(d) Gujarat
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(e) Madhya Pradesh
Ans. d
Sol. Gujarat Becomes First State to Launch Large-Scale Genome Sequencing Project for

Tribal Communities
Gujarat has become the first state in India to launch a large-scale genome sequencing
project focused exclusively on tribal communities. The project is being led by the Gujarat
Biotechnology Research Centre (GBRC) to decode the genetic blueprint of tribal
populations.
The initiative aims to develop customised diagnostics, treatment strategies, and long-
term preventive healthcare based on genetic insights.
The project targets early detection of genetic diseases like thalassemia and sickle cell
anaemia, enabling low-cost diagnostic panels, prenatal screening, and embryo-level
testing during IVFE.
About Gujarat

e (apital- Gandhinagar

e Chief Minister- Bhupendra Rajnikant Patel

e Governor- Acharya Devvrat

312. Which state has become the first in India to implement the amended Bharat
Net Scheme across the entire state?

DI AT ST X 79 § TR URd A ST 1 AR B 91T HIRd BT Ugel
I S T §?

(a) Haryana

(b) Rajasthan

(c) Punjab

(d) Himachal Pradesh

(e) Uttar Pradesh

Ans. c

Sol. Punjab Becomes First State to Implement Amended Bharat Net Scheme Across

Entire State
Punjab has emerged as the first state in India to implement the amended Bharat Net
Scheme across the entire state, enabling live monitoring of border areas from anywhere
in the country.
Under the scheme, internet and broadband services have been extended to 43 shadow
areas, with only one village left, which is expected to be covered by the end of November.
The Bharat Net Scheme aims to provide broadband connectivity to all Gram Panchayats,
households, and institutions, while promoting e-health and e-governance services in
rural areas.
About Punjab

e Capital - Chandigarh

e Chief Minister - Bhagwant Mann

e Governor - Banwarilal Purohit
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313. The Bihar Cabinet approved the implementation of Saat Nischay-3, a five-year
development programme aimed at placing Bihar among the developed states of
India. For which period has this programme been approved?
faerR Hfdme 7 91 123 F ar B P e & & R, S g va wra &t
STAUHE U1 3 ot geve fagR 1 URa & faes R wrsal 3 s s 3|
Tg wrumH fore srafi & fore ueR fear man 82
(a) 2025-2029
(b) 2025-2030
(c) 2026-2031
(d) 2025-2028
(e) 2025-2027
Ans.b
Sol. Bihar Cabinet Approves Saat Nischay-3 (2025-2030) to Transform State into
Developed Economy
Bihar Cabinet approved Saat Nischay-3 to be implemented from 2025 to 2030, aiming to
place the State among India’s developed states, building on the success of the previous
two programmes.
The programme focuses on seven pillars — Double Employment-Double Income,
Prosperous Industry-Empowered Bihar, Progress in Agriculture, Advanced Education-
Bright Future, Accessible Health-Secure Life, Strong Foundation-Modern Expansion, and
Respect for All-Easy Life — targeting income, employment, industries, agriculture,
health, education, infrastructure, and ease of living.
Includes women’s employment schemes with financial support, development of
industrial areas and sugar mills, promotion of agriculture (including Makhana
production), establishment of the Higher Education Department and Education City, and
expansion of health infrastructure through block and district-level hospitals.
About Bihar

e Formation - 22 March 1912

e (Capital - Patna

e Chief Minister - Nitish Kumar

e Governor - Arif Mohammed Khan

314. The “Shunya Se Shatak” programme was held in which city to mark Atal
Bihari Vajpayee’s birth centenary?

Jred fagr areriit ot SRt & Iudsy ¥ " 9 Wad” BTAHH fhd e A
manfora foasar war ur?

(a) Bhopal

(b) Indore

(c) Gwalior

(d) Jabalpur

(e) Ujjain

Ans.b
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Sol. “Shunya Se Shatak” Programme Held in Indore to Commemorate Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s Birth Centenary

The “Shunya Se Shatak: Ek Shatabdi Atal Bharat Ki” programme was held in Indore,
Madhya Pradesh on 21 December to commemorate the 100th birth anniversary year of
former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Key Dignitaries and Tributes: The event was attended by Vice-President C. P.
Radhakrishnan, Governor Mangubhai Patel, and Chief Minister Mohan Yadav, among
others, with cultural tributes, felicitation of eminent personalities, performances, and
screenings reflecting Vajpayee’s life and legacy.

Organised by the Atal Foundation at Daly College’s auditorium, this programme served
as a significant highlight in the year-long centenary celebrations of Vajpayee across the
country.

315. Which company was responsible for the development of India’s first nature-
themed airport terminal at Lokapriya Gopinath Bardoloi International Airport in
Guwahati, Assam, incorporating bamboo and orchid-inspired designs and
coordinating closely with the Centre and Assam government for this 34,000 crore
project?

3RTH & TATET] § AIB AT MAHTY TREIdls ge-RMd TaRUIE IR YRd & Ugd
ToR- A et TR e & Saaudc & g o wt S formigR A, ford
i 3R SHifrs A Ufa fewms e 3 ok §9 34,000 FRIS & Hiviae & fog og
3R S TH TRBR F 1Y e ST o mar A

(a) GMR Airports

(b) Adani Airports Holdings Limited

(c) Larsen & Toubro

(d) Tata Projects

(e) HCL Infrastructure

Ans. b

Sol. PM Modi Inaugurates India’s First Nature-Themed Airport Terminal at Guwahati’s
LGBI Airport

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the new terminal building of Lokapriya
Gopinath Bardoloi International Airport in Guwahati, Assam, built at a cost of 34,000
crore and recognised as India’s first nature-themed airport terminal.

The new terminal has an annual capacity of over 13 million passengers, making it the
largest airport terminal in Northeast India and a major aviation hub and gateway to
Southeast Asia.

Developed by Adani Airports Holdings Limited, the terminal reflects regional identity
through bamboo and orchid-inspired designs, with the overall project involving close
coordination between the Centre and the Assam government.

316. World Meditation Day is observed every year on which date?

fay e faa gv arel fr ardRe &) warar e 27

(a) 18 December
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(b) 20 December

(c) 21 December

(d) 22 December

(e) 25 December

Ans. c

Sol. 21 December - World Meditation Day

World Meditation Day is observed annually on 21 December to highlight the importance
of meditation in promoting mental well-being, inner peace, and emotional balance.
Theme 2025 - Inner Peace, Global Harmony; One World, One Family; Healing the World
From Within

The day emphasises meditation as a powerful tool for stress reduction, mindfulness, and
improved concentration in today’s fast-paced world.

It encourages individuals and communities to adopt meditation as a daily practice for
holistic health, combining mental, emotional, and spiritual wellness.

World Meditation Day also recognises meditation’s role in fostering harmony,
compassion, and peace at both individual and societal levels.

317. World Basketball Day is observed annually.en.which date?

fay seeaia feaw av wra fd arfia o) a4 Sirdn 82

(a) 18 December

(b) 20 December

(c) 21 December

(d) 22 December

(e) 25 December

Ans. c

Sol. 21 December - World Basketball Day

World Basketball Day is observed every year on 21 December to celebrate the global
popularity and unifying power of basketball.

The day marks the anniversary of the first official basketball game, played on 21
December 1891, after the sport was invented by Dr. James Naismith.

The occasion encourages youth participation and grassroots development, recognising
basketball as a tool for peace, education, and healthy lifestyles worldwide.

318. The Union Ministry of Tourism has announced the establishment of city-level
Convention Promotion Bureaus to boost which segment of tourism?

P g Haarerg A e & 59 S &1 gerar 31 & fore wgr-wa savH
THIRA R RITUT 1 B O 3t 32

(a) Medical tourism
(b) Eco-tourism

(c) MICE tourism

(d) Adventure tourism
(e) Rural tourism

Ans. c
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Sol. Union Tourism Ministry to Set Up City-Level Convention Promotion Bureaus to
Boost MICE Tourism from 2026

The Union Ministry of Tourism will establish independent, city-level Convention
Promotion Bureaus from 2026, in partnership with stakeholders, to strengthen India’s
MICE (Meetings, Incentives, Conventions and Exhibitions) tourism ecosystem.

Global MICE Positioning: With world-class venues like Bharat Mandapam, Yashobhoomi,
and Jio World Centre, and MICE tourism prioritised under the Incredible India
campaign, the initiative aims to position Indian cities as globally competitive MICE
destinations.

Strategic Roadmap & Industry Support: The initiative was complemented by a Round
Table Summit on the Indian MICE Industry Roadmap for the next five years and the
launch of [EIA’s report “India MICE Opportunities Overview (2025-2030)" highlighting
institutional and technological support for sector growth.

319. Which organisation has recently recognised Flipkart as an Awarding Body
(Dual) to promote industry-led skilling in India’s e-commerce sector?

BT 81 § fha SIS wiRM 3 URA & 3-H 1Y dde? U SSw1-as [&h i & dgrar
3 F e U &1 U SraifST ais) (garen) & diR W Hr=uar <t 87

(a) National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC)

(b) All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE)

(c) National Council for Vocational Education and Training (NCVET)

(d) University Grants Commission (UGC)

(e) NITI Aayog

Ans. c

Sol. NCVET Recognises Flipkart as Awarding Body (Dual) to Strengthen Industry-Led
Skilling in E-commerce

CVET, under the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, has recognised
Flipkart as an Awarding Body (Dual) to strengthen industry-led vocational education in
the e-commerce and logistics sector.

The collaboration aims to create nationally recognised, benchmarked skilling pathways
aligned with the Skill India Mission, enhancing workforce employability in India’s
rapidly growing e-commerce ecosystem.

The partnership will enable Flipkart to develop standardized, high-quality training and
certification programmes, with a special focus on improving employability for youth
from underprivileged backgrounds.

320. Ravi Deecee, Publisher and Managing Director of DC Books, was recently
conferred which prestigious French cultural honour in recognition of his
contribution to literature and cross-cultural exchange?

DC Books & UHTRI® 3R yae fexre ¥ Skt &) g1a 1 o wifee oik wivpfas
3TGM-Ye™ # 39 IR & o b ufafa ki wivpfas g 3 gwnfaa
farman

(a) Legion of Honour
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(b) Ordre national du Mérite
(c) Chevalier de I'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres
(d) Prix Goncourt
(e) Prix Renaudot
Ans. c
Sol. Ravi Deecee Honoured with France’s Chevalier de I'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres for
Literary Contributions
Malayalam publisher Ravi Deecee, Managing Director of DC Books, was awarded the
Chevalier de I'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres, one of France’s highest cultural honours, for
his contribution to literature and cross-cultural exchange.
The award was conferred by the French Ambassador to India, H.E. Thierry Mathou, at a
ceremony held at the Embassy of France.
Under Ravi Deecee’s leadership, DC Books emerged as a leading Indian publishing
house, with a strong focus on translating world literature—especially French works—
into Malayalam.
Recent Awards
e Oman'’s Highest Civilian Honour ‘The First Class of the Order Award’- PM
Narendra Modi
Ethiopia’s highest civilian honour, “The Great Honour Nishan of Ethiopia" -
PM Narendra Modi
Union Home Minister’s Efficiency Medal for Exemplary Service - CRPF Officer
Dinesh Khatak
UN Environment Programme’s 2025 Champions of the Earth - Supriya Sahu
TIME’s 2025 Athlete of the Year - Aja Wilson

321. Mswipe Technologies recently received which regulatory approval from the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)?

THWTSY STTsie Bl 8Td 81 § YR Rord 99 (emRatans) ¥ &4 W Fame
Heod fireft &

(a) Prepaid Payment Instrument (PPI) licence

(b) Small Finance Bank licence

(c) NBFC registration

(d) Final Payment Aggregator (PA) licence

(e) Payment Bank licence

Ans.d

Sol. Mswipe Technologies Secures RBI's Final Payment Aggregator Licence

Mswipe Technologies received the RBI’s final Payment Aggregator (PA) licence, enabling
it to operate across both online and physical payment acceptance channels under a
unified regulatory framework.

The licence allows Mswipe to onboard merchants, aggregate digital and in-person
payments, and facilitate inward and outward cross-border transactions, expanding its
scope beyond point-of-sale solutions.
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322. The Asian Development Bank (ADB) approved a $650 million policy-based
loan to support India’s rooftop solar expansion, aiming to provide clean and
affordable energy to 10 million households by 2027. The ADB loan will support
which flagship Government of India scheme related to rooftop solar energy?
TR 3TdUHE 9F (ADB) A HIRA & TWe g JiaR fAIWR 1 quid #1 & i
$650 fArfera= &1 uiferdt-avs @ wieR frar 8, oraeT uewg 2027 9@ 10 A=
RI DI AP 3R [ TASH &1 ¢ | ADB BT IE A HRA PR Pt FWe g AieR
Tl & FS1 f5T U e &t Juid S
(a) PM-KUSUM Yojana
(b) National Solar Mission
(c) Rooftop Solar Phase-II
(d) Pradhan Mantri Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana
(e) Green Energy Corridor
Ans. d
Sol. ADB Approves $650 Million Loan to Boost Rooftop Solar Adoption Under PM Surya
Ghar Yojana in India
Asian Development Bank (ADB) approved a $650 million policy-based loan to support
India’s rooftop solar expansion, aiming to provide clean and affordable energy to 10
million households by 2027.
The funding will back the government’s flagship scheme Pradhan Mantri Surya Ghar:
Muft Bijli Yojana (PMSGMBY), which promotes nationwide adoption of residential
rooftop solar systems.
Under PMSGMBY, households installing rooftop solar systems up to 3 kW will receive
subsidies of 60% (up to 2 kW) and 40% (2-3 kW), along with access to collateral-free,
low-interest loans.
The program supports India’s climate goals by targeting 30 GW rooftop solar capacity,
reducing 28.8 million tonnes of CO, annually, creating green jobs, enhancing skills of
5,000 personnel (including 1,500 women), and strengthening the power sector.
About Asian Development Bank (ADB)

e Founded - 19 December 1966

e Headquarters - Mandaluyong, Metro Manila, Philippines

e President - Masato Kanda (replace Masatsugu Asakawa)

e Member Countries - 69 (Israel)

323. The ‘VijAIpatha’ initiative is being implemented by the Cyient Foundation in
partnership with which State government to promote Al and STEM education in
government schools?

WHRI Tt A Al 30R STEM &1 B 9grar1 27 & fore iy Isu IReR & 91y
TSGR § Cyient BTSSYM gR1 fasauy’ Ugd AR &1 &I ¥61 32

(a) Andhra Pradesh Government

(b) Telangana Government

(c) Tamil Nadu Government

(d) Maharashtra Government
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(e) Karnataka Government

Ans. e

Sol. FM Nirmala Sitharaman Launches ‘VijAlpatha’ to Introduce Al and STEM Education
in Government Schools

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman launched ‘VijAlpatha), a pilot Al education
initiative to equip government school students with Al, STEM, robotics, coding and
digital innovation skills.

The programme is being implemented by Cyient Foundation in partnership with the
Karnataka government and was inaugurated at Government Girls’ PU College, Amaravati
(Hosapete taluk, Vijayanagara district).

Under the pilot, five world-class Al, STEM and Robotics labs will be set up in
government schools, benefiting over 2,000 students (Classes 6-10); more than 100
teachers have already been trained.

The CSR-led initiative will provide Al-ready computers, robotics kits, [oT devices and
broadband connectivity, with an investment of X1 crore over three years, positively
impacting around 6,000 households.

324. MoHUA launched the 10th edition of Swachh Survekshan (2025-26) in
Bhopal, marking a decade of the world’s largesturban cleanliness survey under
Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U); the toolkit was released by Union
Minister Shri Manohar Lal. What is the theme of the 10th edition of Swachh
Survekshan?

MoHUA 7 HIUTe # =3 Td&UT (2025-26) BT 1091 GBI AT {541, S W5
YR FRM-Ed (SBM-U) & d8d a1 & Tad 9 WS W5 a1 TI&U1 & Th
TP BT YD ¢; gafdpe Heig At oft 7IeR a1 gRT SR {5 1ar | W= |d e
& 109 TEHRur Bt FH R F?

(a) Clean Cities, Green India

(b) Swachh Bharat, Healthy Bharat

(c) Garbage Free India

(d) Swacchata Ki Nayi Pehel - Badhayein Haath, Karein Safai Saath

(e) Urban Cleanliness for All

Ans. d

Sol. MoHUA Launches 10th Edition of Swachh Survekshan 2025-26

MoHUA launched the 10th edition of Swachh Survekshan (2025-26) in Bhopal, marking
a decade of the world’s largest urban cleanliness survey under Swachh Bharat Mission-
Urban (SBM-U); the toolkit was released by Union Minister Shri Manohar Lal.

The theme “Swacchata Ki Nayi Pehel - Badhayein Haath, Karein Safai Saath” highlights
citizen participation and collective responsibility as key drivers of urban sanitation and
waste management reforms.

Citizen feedback weightage has been significantly increased, with round-the-year
participation enabled through digital platforms like Vote For My City, MyGov App,
Swachhata App, and QR-code interfaces.
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The survey’s geographical scope has expanded to include all river towns across India
and a separate assessment framework for coastal areas, addressing region-specific
sanitation challenges.

Swachh Shehar Jodi (SS]) initiative promotes peer learning, with 72 mentor cities and
200 mentee cities; a new award category will recognise best-performing city pairs.
The assessment process has become more rigorous and tech-driven, involving 3,000+
GPS-enabled field assessors, a national oversight team, and 45-day on-ground surveys,
starting Feb-March 2026, along with GFC and ODF evaluations.

335. The Indian Coast Guard has recently inducted its first ever Pollution Control
Vessel (PCV) designed and built indigenously to enhance marine pollution
management and maritime law enforcement. What is the name of this vessel?
YR d¢ I8 = gTd gt W (U1 Ugan Uguur f4a=o1 nid (pev) =i faran g, fora
Wl U A fEwrsa ok fiftfa forar man 8, arfes agsht uguor weie oiv agst
B Uad1 &1 HoTgd (b oI 9 | 3 UV &7 19 71 82

(a) Samudra Rakshak

(b) Samudra Pratap

(c) Samudra Veer

(d) SamudraParul

(e) Samudra Jyoti

Ans.b

Sol. Indian Coast Guard inducts First Pollution Control Vessel at Goa Shipyard Limited
The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) inducted its first Pollution Control Vessel (PCV), Samudra
Pratap, at Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL), marking a major step in indigenous shipbuilding.
Samudra Pratap is equipped with advanced technology, including a 30 mm CRN-91 gun,
two 12.7 mm stabilised remote-controlled guns, a shaft generator, Sea boat davit,
Pollution Response boat, and a high-capacity external firefighting system.

The vessel features retractable stern thruster, Dynamic Positioning System, flush-type
side sweeping arms, and major Pollution Control equipment, with over 60% indigenous
content, supporting Atmanirbhar Bharat and Make in India initiatives.

[t will serve as a critical platform for marine pollution control, maritime law
enforcement, search and rescue operations, and protection of India’s Exclusive
Economic Zone (EEZ).

336. Vinod Kumar Shukla, who passed away recently, was a recipient of which
prestigious literary award?

famie PAR Y, e g € & fAiym gan, feg ufaffa el e R &
ATt 3?

(a) Sahitya Akademi Award

(b) Jnanpith Award

(c) Booker Prize

(d) Padma Shri

(e) Katha Award
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Ans.b

Sol. Renowned Litterateur and Jnanpith Awardee Vinod Kumar Shukla Passes Away at
88

Renowned litterateur and Jnanpith Awardee Vinod Kumar Shukla passed away at AIIMS
Raipur at the age of around 88, after undergoing treatment for several days.

Born in 1937 in Rajnandgaon, Chhattisgarh, Shukla had a literary career spanning over
five decades, earning accolades including the Sahitya Akademi Award for his novel
“Deewar Mein Ek Khidki”.

His notable works include the novel “Naukar Ki Kameez”, poetry collection “Lagbhag Jai
Hind”, and short story collection “Pedon Par Kamra”, many of which have been
translated into multiple languages, inspiring generations.

335. ISRO successfully launched the United States’ AST SpaceMobile BlueBird
Block-2 communication satellite from the Second Launch Pad, Satish Dhawan
Space Centre, Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh. The BlueBird Block-2 launch marks
which operational flight of ISRO’s LVM3 heavy-lift vehicle?

TR A g Al TS, e ya= iafver g, fefieler, sy we=r @ Gya =g
AR H T WHHIaTSd wFS w (P -2 HaR SUIE &) Ahadgds ai<
a1 <aS sAT®-2 BT UAYUT FIRT & LVM3 gal-ferde a1e+ ot fvw uftamea ss™
BT YD 32

(a) Fourth

(b) Fifth

(c) Sixth

(d) Seventh

(e) Ninth

Ans. c

Sol. ISRO Successfully Launches US AST SpaceMobile’s BlueBird Block-2 Communication
Satellite

ISRO successfully launched the United States’ AST SpaceMobile BlueBird Block-2
communication satellite from the Second Launch Pad, Satish Dhawan Space Centre,
Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.

The payload, BlueBird Block-2, is a 6.5-tonne communication satellite, making it the
heaviest commercial satellite deployed to Low Earth Orbit (LEO) by LVM3 from India.
This launch marks the sixth operational flight of ISRO’s LVM3 heavy-lift vehicle, which
has previously succeeded with missions like Chandrayaan-3 and OneWeb constellation
deployments.

BlueBird Block-2 is designed to provide space-based cellular broadband directly to
unmodified smartphones, aiming to revolutionize connectivity in remote and
underserved areas.

336. India has handed over three Quick Impact Projects (QIPs) to Myanmar to
support the socio-economic development of its people. These projects were
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implemented specifically in which region of Myanmar to benefit local
communities, including education, vocational training, and clean energy
initiatives?

YRA = AR | 30+ AR & \rrfore-3nfe fawr o anda a= & g di=
fore sHTe Wisiaed (QIPs) Wit 1 A UfRaie-Te fohs &1 ® ] &1 1% a1fes =g
YTl o1 e, AraaTiie uikien 3k W Sut ugd 3 ary fia a&?

(a) Yangon Region

(b) Mandalay Region

(c) Naypyidaw Region

(d) Sagaing Region

(e) Rakhine State

Ans.b

Sol. India Hands Over Three Quick Impact Projects to Myanmar to Boost Socio-Economic
Development

India handed over three Quick Impact Projects (QIPs) to Myanmar, aimed at enhancing
the socio-economic well-being of people in Mandalay Region

A flexible rapier loom, a modern high-tech weaving machine made in India, was
installed at the Saunder Weaving and Vocational Institute in Amarapura to promote
vocational education in weaving.

A new single-storey building for the Girls Training School in Mandalay was inaugurated,
providing a safe, spacious, and comfortable learning environment for young students.
The third QIP focuses on tar-free and dry type gasification of agricultural waste,
supporting rural electrification, clean energy, environmental conservation, and local
capacity-building.

337. The Pro Wrestling League (PWL) recently unveiled a new logo in preparation
for which season?

Y ¥Rt T (PwL) A BT 81 # fpsa Wie= 91 dur¥l & fore vep U i &1
3TaRYT fpam?

(a) 2024 Season

(b) 2025 Season

(c) 2026 Season

(d) 2027 Season

(e) 2028 Season

Ans.c

Sol. Pro Wrestling League Unveils New Logo Ahead of 2026 Season Comeback

The Pro Wrestling League (PWL) unveiled its new official logo ahead of the 2026 season,
marking the league’s return after a seven-year hiatus and its revival under new
management.

Scheduled to resume in January 2026, the WFI-sanctioned league will feature top Indian
and international wrestlers, aiming to re-establish itself on the global stage.
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The modern red-and-blue logo, inspired by the traditional wrestling mat, symbolizes
strength, balance, and competitive spirit, reflecting PWL's vision of a world-class
professional platform for wrestlers.

338. India announced a $450 million relief package for which country’s post-
cyclone recovery?
YRd A {5 =1 ) Tehara & q1¢ YAV & forg 450 fArfer= sier &1 ed e«
D YT BI?
(a) Maldives
(b) Bangladesh
(c) Nepal
(d) Myanmar
(e) Sri Lanka
Ans. e
Sol. India Announces $450 Million Relief Package to Support Sri Lanka’s Post-Cyclone
Recovery
India announced a $450 million relief and reconstruction package to support Sri Lanka’s
recovery from Cyclone Ditwah, as stated by External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar.
The announcement was made in Colombo, where Jaishankar affirmed that India stands
firmly with Sri Lanka during the post-cyclone recovery phase.
The package includes $350 million in concessional Lines of Credit and $100 million in
grants, targeting sectors most affected by the cyclone.
About Sri Lanka

e Legislative capital - Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte

e Executive and Judicial capital - Colombo

e Currency - Sri Lankan rupee

e President - Anura Kumara Dissanayake

e Prime Minister - Harini Amarasuriya

339. Who chaired the ‘Chintan Shivir’ of the Ministry of Finance and the Ministry
of Corporate Affairs?

fomr wamera SR SIuRe Al & Harerg & i Rifay o sregerar foa o
(a) Narendra Modi

(b) Amit Shah

(c) Nirmala Sitharaman

(d) Piyush Goyal

(e) Rajnath Singh

Ans. c

Sol. FM Sitharaman Chairs Finance-Corporate Affairs ‘Chintan Shivir’ to Review Policy
and Development Challenges

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, along with MoS Harsh Malhotra, chaired
the ‘Chintan Shivir’ of the Ministries of Finance and Corporate Affairs to deliberate on
key policy and governance issues.
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The brainstorming session was attended by Finance and Corporate Affairs Secretaries,
Chairpersons of CBDT and CBIC, the Chief Economic Adviser, and senior officers from
related departments.

During her address, Sitharaman highlighted the historical significance of the
Vijayanagara region, describing it as one of the closest examples of India at its imperial
peak about 500 years ago.

She also emphasized present-day developmental challenges in the region, pointing to
the coexistence of grand monuments with drought-prone areas, low agricultural
productivity, and human-animal conflict.

340. Which publishing house is releasing the book Salman Khan: The Sultan of
Bollywood?
AU @H: § o 3T FIelgs YA (B UHTRM GIRTFARI B o1 61 82
(a) Penguin Random House
(b) Rupa Publications
(c) HarperCollins India
(d) Bloomsbury India
(e) Westland Publications
Ans. c
Sol. HarperCollins India Announces Salman Khan: The Sultan of Bollywood
HarperCollins India will publish Salman Khan: The Sultan of Bollywood by award-
winning author Mohar Basu, a celebration of the life, stardom, and cinematic legacy of
superstar Salman Khan.
The book offers more than a biography, presenting a fan’s tribute through iconic roles,
memorable dialogues, hit songs, rare photographs, and fan anecdotes, capturing Salman
Khan'’s larger-than-life journey.
Authored by Mohar Basu, Chief Correspondent (Entertainment) at Midday and a 2024
Indian Achievers Club “40 Under 40” honoree.
Recent Books

e A Sixth of Humanity - Devesh Kapur and Arvind Subramanian

e Chunotiya Mujhe Pasand Hai (Challenges I Like) - Vinay Joshi, Ashok Desai, Dr.

Pankaj Jani
Different But No Less - Anupam Kher

Operation Sindoor: The Untold Story of India’s Deep Strikes Inside Pakistan -
Retd. Lt. Gen KJS Dhillion (launched by Upendra Dwivedi)

341. The Indian Navy inducted Anjadip, designed and built by GRSE, Kolkata, with
delivery taking place in Chennai. Anjadip inducted into the Indian Navy belongs to
which category of vessels?

HRATG AT A SRTHs, iaeTdl gRI fSwrs ok fAfifa siemdiu o1 =nfaea
o, et feitadt 995 o g5 | WRda 1611 & <A st fars Aoft & srgren
A TaRE @2

(a) Aircraft Carrier

(b) Destroyer
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(c) Anti-Submarine Warfare Shallow Water Craft

(d) Frigate

(e) Fleet Tanker

Ans.b

Sol. Indigenous ASW Craft Anjadip Inducted into Indian Navy, Boosting Maritime Self-
Reliance

The Indian Navy inducted Anjadip, the third of eight indigenous Anti-Submarine
Warfare Shallow Water Craft (ASW SW(), designed and built by GRSE, Kolkata, with
delivery taking place in Chennai.

The ASW SWC project is being executed under a Public-Private Partnership between
GRSE and L&T Shipyard, Kattupalli, highlighting India’s progress in self-reliant defence
shipbuilding.

The vessel is named after Anjadip Island near Karwar, Karnataka, and revives the legacy
of the erstwhile INS Anjadip, a Petya-class corvette decommissioned in 2003.

With Anjadip’s induction, GRSE delivered five warships in a single year, making it the
115th warship built and the 77th delivered to the Indian Navy.

342. India Optel Limited (IOL) signed a collaberatien agreement with which
company for defence manufacturing in India?

sfean s fafires (o) A wRa & e fafator & fo fw soeit & ary wea
HHEIA IR gEIER fow?

(a) Thales Group

(b) Boeing Defence

(c) Safran Electronics & Defense

(d) Lockheed Martin

(e) Raytheon Technologies

Ans. c

Sol. IOL-Safran Pact Boosts Make-in-India Defence Manufacturing

India Optel Limited (IOL) signed a collaboration agreement with Safran Electronics &
Defense to manufacture two high-precision, combat-proven defence systems in India
under the Make-in-India initiative.

The systems include the SIGMA 30N Digital Ring Laser Gyro Inertial Navigation System
and the CM3-MR Direct Firing Sight, used in artillery, missiles, air defence, radars, and
anti-drone systems.

Under the agreement, IOL will handle manufacturing, final assembly, testing, quality
control, and full life-cycle support to meet the operational requirements of the Indian
Army.

343. Which country has unveiled its first polymer one-rial banknote as part of a
broader move towards currency modernisation and enhanced security standards?

5T 3= A Pt & snyfBIeRor 3R AgaR GRET ATSI B RN A TH 98 Feu &
qgd 3MY-T Ul UTel R Uep-fare de-ie S fpar 82

(a) Saudi Arabia
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(b) United Arab Emirates

(c) Qatar

(d) Oman

(e) Bahrain

Ans. d

Sol. Oman Unveils First Polymer One-Rial Banknote with Advanced Security Features, to
Circulate from 2026

Oman has unveiled its first polymer one-rial banknote, issued by the Central Bank of
Oman, which will enter circulation from January 11, 2026, alongside existing paper-
based notes as legal tender.

The shift to polymer material enhances durability, suits Oman’s hot and humid climate,
reduces replacement costs, and strengthens protection against counterfeiting, aligning
Oman with global best practices.

The note reflects Oman'’s cultural and economic identity, featuring the Oman Botanic
Garden on the front and Dugm Port and Refinery on the reverse, along with advanced
security elements such as a transparent window, colour-shifting foil, and iridescent ink.
The banknote measures 145 x 76 mm and reflects Oman's culture and economy,
featuring the Oman Botanic Garden on the front and the Sayyid Tariq bin Taimur
Cultural Complex with Dugm Port and Refinery on the reverse.

About Oman
e C(apital- Muscat
e Currency- Omani Rial
o Official language- Arabic

344. INS Sindhughosh, the lead submarine of her class, was.decommissioned after
completing 40 years of distinguished service, marking the end.of an important
chapter in India’s conventional submarine force. Where was-the-decommissioning
ceremony of INS Sindhughosh held?

INs Ry, 5t 3ot 7 ot it e A, 40 Ad B IFGR AT TH FA S
1 SIHUIRM gl 7T, ORI YR BT IRUNS a0 B | Th Tgcyqul ey
BT 3 &1 T INS Ry o1 SIHRIfFT THRIE H7T Srifora foam am ur?

(a) Visakhapatnam Naval Base

(b) Kochi Naval Base

(c) Karwar Naval Base

(d) Mumbai Naval Dockyard

(e) Port Blair Naval Base

Ans.d

Sol. INS Sindhughosh Decommissioned After 40 Years of Service

INS Sindhughosh, the lead submarine of her class, was decommissioned, after
completing 40 years of distinguished service, marking the end of an important chapter
in India’s conventional submarine force.
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The decommissioning ceremony was held at the Naval Dockyard, Mumbai, in the
presence of Vice Admiral Krishna Swaminathan, with the submarine formally paid off
under the command of Lt Cdr Rajat Sharma.

Commissioned on April 30, 1986, INS Sindhughosh was a Soviet-origin Kilo-class diesel-
electric submarine acquired from Russia under Project 877EKM.

345. Which team did East Bengal FC defeat in the final to win the inaugural SAFF
Women’s Club Championship 2025?

$¥C ST FC = 2025 $T UGHT SAFF gl oad AR siia & forg wrgaa &
foa o &) grmam?

(a) Sethu FC

(b) APF (Armed Police Forces)

(c) Gokulam Kerala FC

(d) Sreebhumi FC

(e) Nita Football Academy

Ans.b

Sol. East Bengal Football Club Wins Inaugural SAFF Women's Club Championship 2025
East Bengal FC has clinched the title of the inaugural SAFF Women'’s Club Championship
2025 with a dominant 3-0 win against hosts Nepal’s APF (Armed Police Forces) in the
final at Dasrath Stadium in Kathmandu, Nepal.

With this win, East Bengal has become the first Indian women'’s club to win an
international tournament.

346. Veteran Assamese actress Ranjana Sharma Bordoloi passed away in
Dibrugarh at the age of 80, marking the end of an era in Assamese cinema. Which
award did Ranjana Sharma Bordoloi receive in recognition of her contributions to
Assamese arts and culture?

YT rafErT TR ForT 3t dRGlalg &1 80 94 @t MY & fegre & Hem gt
T, R erafirar RAaT & e o &1 3id &) a1 357 Tl SRGIes S srafiran
FT 3R JEpfd W 3% TN & T H19 a1 RepR e

(a) Sangeet Natak Akademi Award

(b) Bishnu Rabha Award

(c) Padma Shri

(d) Assam State Film Award

(e) Dadasaheb Phalke Award

Ans.b

Sol. Veteran Assamese Actress Ranjana Sharma Bordoloi Passes Away at 80

Veteran Assamese actress Ranjana Sharma Bordoloi passed away in Dibrugarh at the
age of 80, marking the end of an era in Assamese cinema.

She starred in landmark Assamese films such as “Dr Bezbarua” (1969), “Maniram
Dewan” (1964), “Morom Trishna” (1968), and others, earning recognition for her
versatility and screen presence during the 1960s-70s.
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Bordoloi was an accomplished classical dancer (Bharatnatyam), theatre artist, and radio
performer, co-founding the theatre group Mancharupa in 1957 and working with
cultural icons like Bhupen Hazarika.

She was a recipient of the Bishnu Rabha Award and an artist pensioner, acknowledging
her lifelong contributions to Assamese arts and culture.

347.1IT Delhi has developed an Al agent named AILAS capable of conducting
scientific experiments independently, mimicking human researchers. What does
AILAS stand for?

1T fTA 7 AILAS T &1 TS Al Toic Saay {541 3 o suH R Sl aRg e o
rsfeftre Taauivdic S BT 8 | AILAS BT RT T T §?

(a) Artificially Intelligent Lab Assistant System

(b) Artificially Intelligent Laboratory Agent

(c) Automated Intelligent Laboratory Automation System

(d) Advanced Intelligent Lab Analysis Software

(e) Artificial Integrated Lab Automation System

Ans.b

Sol. IIT Delhi Develops AILAS: Al Agent Capable of Conducting Independent Laboratory
Experiments

IIT Delhi has developed an Al agent named AILAS (Artificially Intelligent Laboratory
Agent) capable of conducting scientific experiments independently, mimicking human
researchers.

AILAS can control laboratory devices and make real-time decisions during experiments,
enhancing efficiency and accuracy in research workflows.

348. Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Rashtra Prerna Sthal in
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, on the occasion of the 101st birth anniversary of a
former Prime Minister. The memorial is dedicated to the life, ideals and nation-
building contributions of which leader?

YA T A GRT 9@, IR UG H 10191 STl & @R W Iguried Y
o e for gd g & sitad, et ok 1y et | anrem o1 waffa g
(a) Lal Bahadur Shastri

(b) Jawaharlal Nehru

(c) Atal Bihari Vajpayee

(d) Morarji Desai

(e) P. V. Narasimha Rao

Ans. c

Sol. PM Modi Inaugurates Rashtra Prerna Sthal in Lucknow on Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
101st Birth Anniversary

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated Rashtra Prerna Sthal in Lucknow, Uttar
Pradesh, dedicated to former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee on his 101st birth anniversary,
describing it as a symbol of self-respect, unity and service, aligned with the vision of
Sabka Prayas for a developed India.
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He praised the transformation of a 30+ acre former garbage dump into a modern
national memorial, congratulating the Uttar Pradesh government, planners and workers
for converting the area into a landmark of national inspiration.

Recalling the ideals of Dr Syama Prasad Mookerjee, Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya and
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the Prime Minister highlighted Article 370 abrogation, Antyodaya-
based welfare saturation, expanded social security coverage, digital and infrastructure
growth, and Uttar Pradesh’s emergence as a hub of development and manufacturing.

349. National Consumer Rights Day is observed every year on 24 December in
India to promote awareness about consumer rights, responsibilities and
protection laws. What is the theme of National Consumer Rights Day 2025?
SuHIE SfeRY, Rrdeal 3k TRev HT AT F IR A JRREHdT $l JerdI e &
forg URa o 5% 9T 24 fGHSR #1 vPia Suvie SR feaw wamT SIrar 3 1 g
SUHFT PR feaw 2025 w1 fawa w1 2

(a) Consumer First

(b) Protecting Consumer Interests

(c) Digital Consumer Awareness

(d) Justice for All Consumers

(e) Efficient and Speedy Disposal through Digital Justice

Ans. e

Sol. 24 December - National Consumer Rights Day

National Consumer Rights Day is observed every year on 24 December in India to
promote awareness about consumer rights, responsibilities and protection laws.
Theme 2025 - Efficient and Speedy Disposal through Digital Justice

The day marks the enactment of the Consumer Protection Act, 1986, which provided
legal safeguards to consumers against unfair trade practices.

It aims to empower consumers by highlighting key rights such as Right to Safety, Right
to Information, Right to Choice, Right to be Heard, Right to Redressal and Right to
Consumer Education.

350. Good Governance Day is observed every year in India on which date?
YRd H G- feaw ufaad frw fafy &t wamar smar 82

(a) 23 December

(b) 24 December

(c) 25 December

(d) 26 December

(e) 27 December

Ans. c

Sol. 25 December - Good Governance Day

Good Governance Day is observed every year on 25 December in India to promote
awareness about accountability, transparency and effective public administration.
The day marks the birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
recognising his contribution to strengthening democratic governance in India.
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It aims to ensure citizen-centric governance, focusing on efficient delivery of public
services, inclusive development and responsive institutions.

351. DMRC Foundation Day is observed on 24 December to commemorate the
establishment of the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC), which laid the
foundation of modern urban mass rapid transit in India. Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC) was established in which year?

feoett At v FRURRM (SITHIARAT) B RITIHT D1 a16 | 24 TR B STTHMRAT
RITYAT feaw 7= 9raT 8, o uRd & smyfes 3redt o dig uRaa ot g
Tt | feeett At Yo HIRURRA (SITHIMRHET) B RITIAT {5 a9 g8 42

(a) 1993

(b) 1994

(c) 1995

(d) 1997

(e) 2000

Ans. c

Sol. 24 December - DMRC Foundation Day

DMRC Foundation Day is observed on 24 December to commemorate the establishment
of the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC), which laid the foundation of modern urban
mass rapid transit in India.

DMRC was set up in 1995 with the objective of developing and operating a world-class
metro system in the National Capital Region (NCR).

The Delhi Metro is known for its timely project execution, technological innovation and
eco-friendly operations, serving as a model for metro projects across India.

The first line of the Delhi Metro, the Red Line, was inaugurated by Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
the then Prime Minister of India on 24 December 2002. The first segment of the Red
Line from Tis Hazari to Shahdara was opened to the public on 25 December 2002.

352. The Viksit Bharat—Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)
(VB—G RAM G) Act, 2025, recently assented by President Droupadi Murmu,
introduces a modern statutory framework for rural employment, enhances wage
guarantee, and strengthens livelihood security. This Act replaces which age-old
rural employment scheme that was implemented in 2005 to provide wage
employment and income security to rural households?

I RIa HRA- AR MR arshifaeT firem @rion & fore TR (Jiet-sh ¥a s
ifuferam, 2025, o g1a 8t ® Tpufa Shodt g A wepdt & 3, Imdtor IR & ferg
TS MYFIP AT Siar U1 BT 3, A1 TRET TSTdT © 3R SATShasT GR&m Bt
HoIgd el g | a8 SIRIFaH ford R amrftor R a1 &1 R dar g o
2005 T ITHIOT URART &1 AoTgd AN 3R 3T GRE&T Y™ He & forg any faran
T Y1?

(a) Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana

(b) Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act
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(c) Deendayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana

(d) National Rural Health Mission

(e) Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana

Ans.b

Sol. President Murmu Gives Assent to VB—G RAM G Act 2025

President Droupadi Murmu gave assent to the Viksit Bharat—Guarantee for Rozgar and
Ajeevika Mission (Gramin) (VB—G RAM G) Act, 2025, replacing the MGNREGA and
providing a modern statutory framework for rural employment aligned with Viksit
Bharat @2047 vision.

The Act enhances the wage employment guarantee to 125 days per financial year for
rural households, strengthens livelihood security, and links employment with the
creation of durable and productive rural assets.

It empowers States to aggregate a pause period of up to 60 days to ensure availability of
agricultural labour during peak sowing and harvesting seasons and mandates weekly or
15-day wage payments, with delay compensation for late payments.

VB—G RAM G removes previous dis-entitlement provisions, restores unemployment
allowance if work is not provided within the stipulated period, and focuses on
empowerment, inclusive growth, convergence, and saturation-based delivery.

The Act aligns wage employment with four thematic domains: water security, core rural
infrastructure, livelihood-related infrastructure, and works to mitigate extreme weather,
and will be implemented as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme with a cost-sharing pattern
between Centre and States.

353. Donald Trump announced that a new class of US battleships will be named
“Trump-class battleships", with the declaration made at his Mar-a-Lago estate in
Florida, USA. What is the name of the first vessel of the Trump-class battleships?

SIS or A Tivun &1 5 AR a) SeafRiu @ U A5 i &1 711 "eH-F
deafRy T@T ST, I8 Ui 3514 WilfvsT, USA # 309 HIR-T-aRN g d 31|
THI-SRITN SCAfRIY & Uga SIgTel BT AT &1 87

(a) USS Freedom

(b) USS Liberty

(c) USS Defiant

(d) USS Victory

(e) USS Conqueror

Ans. c

Sol. Trump Announces “Trump-Class” Battleships

Donald Trump announced that a new class of US battleships will be named “Trump-class
battleships", with the declaration made at his Mar-a-Lago estate in Florida, USA.

The announcement was formally made by USA Navy Secretary John Phelan, who said the
first vessel, USS Defiant, would be the largest and most powerful battleship ever built by
the USA.
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354. Bhogapuram International Airport is located near which city in Andhra
Pradesh?

WTYRY SHTRRIPIY FaTs 33T e ey &y Ra 32

(a) Visakhapatnam

(b) Vijayawada

(c) Vizianagaram

(d) Tirupati

(e) Guntur

Ans. c

Sol. Bhogapuram International Airport to Be Dedicated to Nation in May 2026

Union Civil Aviation Minister K. Ram Mohan Naidu announced that the Bhogapuram
International Airport near Vizianagaram, Andhra Pradesh will be dedicated to the
nation in May 2026, with trial runs scheduled next month, advancing the inauguration
ahead of the original June 2026 timeline.

He made the announcement during the launch of the Aviation, Aerospace and Defence
(AAD) EduCity near Bhogapuram Airport, noting that 91.7% of the airport construction
work has already been completed.

Spread over 136 acres, the AAD EduCity is being developed as India’s first integrated
Aviation, Aerospace and Defence education hub, aimed at addressing the shortage of
skilled aviation professionals and positioning India as-a global talent supplier.

355. Who inaugurated the commercial operation of Unit-2 (250 MW) of the
Subansiri Lower Hydroelectric Project?

EARRY AR Safdgga uRae =1 &1 gfe-2 (250 Mw) & a1 ddara-d &1
Ieure foaa faan

(a) Rajnath Singh

(b) Manohar Lal

(c) Nitin Gadkari

(d) Piyush Goyal

(e) R. K. Singh

Ans.b

Sol. Manohar Lal Inaugurates 250 MW Unit of Subansiri Lower Hydroelectric Project,
Boosting India’s Clean Energy Push

Union Minister Manohar Lal inaugurated the commercial operation of Unit-2 (250 MW)
of the 2,000 MW Subansiri Lower Hydroelectric Project through virtual mode, marking a
key milestone in India’s largest hydropower project and boosting clean energy
generation in the North-East region.

The commissioning reflects India’s commitment to renewable energy expansion,
national grid strengthening and Net Zero goals, while supporting regional development
in Arunachal Pradesh, Assam and the wider North-East.

With Unit-2 operational, three more 250 MW units are set for near-term
commissioning, while the remaining four units will be commissioned in phases during
2026-27, taking the project closer to full capacity.
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The project features the largest dam in North-East India (116-metre-high concrete
gravity dam) and plays a crucial flood moderation role on the Subansiri River, enhancing
grid resilience and downstream safety.

356. Japan has approved the restart of which nuclear power plant after nearly two
decades, marking a significant shift in its post-Fukushima energy policy?

SITUTE A TTHAT &1 SR & 916 fh T IR UTaR Wi &1 fih T IR H1 B
Tt &1 8, SN SU® ! GHIRUT & q1¢ B1 SHoft Hifd W TP 981 9Ga1d 87
(a) Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant
(b) Ohi Nuclear Power Plant
(c) Takahama Nuclear Power Plant
(d) Kashiwazaki-Kariwa Nuclear Power Plant
(e) Mihama Nuclear Power Plant
Ans.d
Sol. Japan Approves Restart of Kashiwazaki-Kariwa Nuclear Plant
Japan has approved the restart of the Kashiwazaki-Kariwa nuclear power plant after
nearly 20 years, signalling a major shift in post-Fukushima energy policy with a
renewed focus on energy security, cost control, and decarbonisation.
The Niigata prefectural assembly cleared the restart proposal, allowing TEPCO to
resume operations; Reactor No. 6 is expected to restart by January 20, 2026, with an
investment of nearly ¥100 billion for safety upgrades.
The move aims to reduce Japan’s heavy reliance on imported fossil fuels, which cost
about ¥10.7 trillion annually, positioning nuclear power as a stable domestic energy
source despite local protests.
About Japan

e Capital - Tokyo

e Currency - Yen

e Prime Minister - Sanae Takaichi

357. To address tightening liquidity conditions in the banking system, the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) announced a major liquidity infusion measure in December
2025. What is the total amount of government securities that RBI will purchase
under Open Market Operations (OMO)?

Sf yorrelt & arerar 1 fRufa gur= & fore rB1 A fea® 2025 § oMo & d8d
WHR 91 WS F N HY | 396 Fa A fra- 82

(a) X1.25 lakh crore

(b) X1.50 lakh crore

(c) X1.75 lakh crore

(d) X2.00 lakh crore

(e) X2.25 lakh crore

Ans.d

Sol. RBI Announces X2 Lakh Crore OMO Purchases, $10 Billion Dollar-Rupee Swap to
Boost Liquidity
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced OMO purchase auctions of X2 lakh crore
and a USD/INR buy-sell swap of $10 billion (3-year tenor) to inject liquidity into the
banking system.

The OMO purchases will be conducted in four tranches of 50,000 crore each on Dec 29,
2025; Jan 5,Jan 12, and Jan 22, 2026, while the Dollar-Rupee swap auction is scheduled
for Jan 13, 2026.

These measures aim to increase rupee liquidity, absorb excess dollar liquidity, and
reduce elevated dollar-rupee forward premiums, according to market analysts.

RBI data shows that in October 2025, the central bank sold a net $11.88 billion in the
forex market to support the rupee; overall in 2025, it bought $17.69 billion and sold
$29.56 billion of U.S. dollars.

To manage liquidity and forex volatility, the RBI has purchased government bonds worth
%6.5 lakh crore in 2025 and reiterated that it will closely monitor market conditions and
take necessary steps to ensure orderly liquidity.

358. State Bank of India (SBI) recently rolled out YONO 2.0, marking a major
upgrade in its digital banking ecosystem. The new version was launched after a
significant gap since the introduction of the original YONO platform, reflecting
SBI's evolving digital strategy and focus on scale and security. After how many
years of the original launch did SBI introduce YONO:2:0?

YR w9 (SBI) A 8Te 81 # YONO 2.0 A1 foran g, &t 39 f3forea afb
PR H TH TST 3UAS § | 7T &PV g TIH1 WeWiH 1 [T & 916 Uh
HEAYUl ST & TG Al foaT 14T AT, St Toatens &f fasiia feforea orifa
3R AU 3R YRET UR 4T 1 ST 8 | Yol di=<l & fPbe au] & &1 SBI A YONO
2.0 97 faram?

(a) 5 years

(b) 6 years

(c) 7 years

(d) 8 years

(e) 10 years

Ans. d

Sol. SBI Launches YONO 2.0, Unifying Mobile and Internet Banking to Boost Digital Scale
and Security

State Bank of India (SBI) launched YONO 2.0, a major upgrade of its digital banking
platform, integrating mobile and internet banking on a single backend architecture to
enhance scale, security and seamless customer experience.

YONO 2.0 features include simplified KYC/re-KYC, improved personalisation and
security, bilingual support (English & Hindi) with plans to expand to 15 regional
languages, and sustainability tools like carbon footprint tracking and green score.

SBI Chairman C S Setty highlighted that technology-led distribution lowers customer
acquisition costs, while enabling personalised services; SBI currently has 50+ crore
customers and around 9.6 crore YONO users.
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359. Canara Bank launched its unified UPI app, Canara ail1Pe, enabling users of
any bank to link their accounts for fund transfers, QR payments, bill payments,
and auto-debit of recurring payments. Canara Bank launched Canara ai1Pe in
collaboration with which organisation that manages the BHIM payment app?

W%ﬁmWUPI UU, Canara ai1Pe @i-g fooar, ot forelt Wit Sv &
SUARTH IS ) BS TwR, QR YT, fad YIaT 3R smadf YIrar & 3ifel-
Sf¥e & fIT 3rva @d @1 i H3 # & §9161 8 | $1R1 9% 3 BHIM Y419 U
WWWW@WW%W@Canara ai1Pe di-d fpar?

(a) Reserve Bank of India

(b) Ministry of Finance

(c) National Payments Corporation of India

(d) NPCI BHIM Services Limited

(e) UIDAI

Ans. d

Sol. Canara Bank Launches ‘Canara ailPe’, Unified Next-Gen UPI App for Seamless Digital
Payments

Canara Bank launched its unified UPI app Canara ailPe, enabling users of any bank to
link accounts for fund transfers, QR payments, bill payments and auto-debit of recurring
payments.

Canara ailPe is part of the Canara ail Mobile Banking Super App, which offers 300+
features, including deposits, insurance and everyday banking services, providing a
seamless digital payment experience.

The app supports all UPI services such as UPI Lite, Autopay, UPI Circle, IPO/Mandate
services, along with enhanced security features like device binding and UPI PIN
authentication.

Developed in collaboration with NPCI BHIM Services Limited (NBSL), the app aims to
deliver a next-generation UPI payment experience while also complementing Canara
Bank’s separate Canara ail corporate app for business customers.

360. To strengthen research, academics and skill development in the Banking,
Financial Services and Insurance (BFSI) sector, two premier institutions signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in December 2025. Which of the following
institutions are parties to this MoU?

dfpr, fa<fta Farg iR fiwr (BFs) &3 # srpefie, My R PIzra famg ot
HoTgd He $ e faaR 2025 A {61 &) v TRITHY A AT J199 (MoU) TR
FEIER fe?

(a) Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and IIIT Hyderabad

(b) IDRBT and IISc Bengaluru

(c) IDRBT and IIIT Hyderabad

(d) NABARD and IIT Hyderabad

(e) SEBI and IIIT Bangalore

Ans.c
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Sol. IDRBT and IIIT Hyderabad Sign MoU to Collaborate on Research and Skill
Development in BFSI Technologies

The Institute for Development and Research in Banking Technology (IDRBT) and IIIT
Hyderabad signed an MoU to collaborate in academics, research, training, student
exchange and skill development in the BFSI sector.

The partnership aims to support integration and adoption of emerging technologies in
banking and financial services, with the MoU signed by IIIT-H Director Sandeep Shukla
and IDRBT Director Deepak Kumar.

As part of the collaboration, the institutes will offer joint PhD programmes focusing on
areas such as digital payments, cybersecurity, Al, blockchain, cryptography,
programmable money, tokens, and API management.

The MoU also seeks to enhance industry readiness and employability of research
scholars, along with collaboration in BFSI technology standardisation, India-specific
cybersecurity solutions, and user experience development.

361. Bharti Enterprises and Warburg Pincus announced a strategic investment in
which Indian subsidiary of a Chinese consumer electronics company?

YR Texurgorel 3R IR fUw A U At HogsR Saae e BU-t i fod
YR AffSas 7 e fore savede o1 giyun Si?

(a) Xiaomi India

(b) Haier India

(c) TCL India

(d) Oppo India

(e) Lenovo India

Ans.b

Sol. Bharti Enterprises and Warburg Pincus Acquire 49% Stake in Haier India to Boost
Growth and Innovation

Bharti Enterprises and Warburg Pincus announced a strategic investment in Haier India,
acquiring a collective 49% stake in the Indian subsidiary of China’s Haier Group; the
deal size was not disclosed.

Post-transaction, Haier Group will retain 49% ownership, while the remaining stake will
be held by Haier India’s management, ensuring continued operational continuity and
local leadership.

The partnership aims to strengthen Haier India’s “Made in India, Made for India”
strategy by expanding local sourcing, manufacturing capacity, product innovation and
market penetration.

362. Which NHAI-sponsored entity recently received SEBI approval as an
Infrastructure Investment Trust (InvIT) to monetise road assets?

P NHAI-UTOSTT 3313 1 3T 81 H IS @ Jufial & YHdv & [T SIhRea
gaveHe o€ (InvIT) & U A SEBI 3 Hopdl fireft 37

(a) Raajmarg Toll Co.
(b) Raajmarg Infra Investment Trust
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(c) NHAI Road Assets Fund

(d) National Highway Developers Trust

(e) India Highway Investment Ltd.

Ans.b

Sol. NHAI's Raajmarg Infra Investment Trust Gets SEBI Approval to Monetise Road
Assets via InvIT

The Raajmarg Infra Investment Trust (RIIT), sponsored by NHAI, received SEBI approval
as an Infrastructure Investment Trust (InvIT) to enable monetisation of road assets
through retail and domestic investors.

Raajmarg Infra Investment Managers Pvt. Ltd. (RIIMPL) has been incorporated as the
Investment Manager for RIIT, with equity participation from leading banks and financial
institutions including SBI, PNB, Axis Bank, HDFC, ICIC], IDB], IndusInd, Yes Bank, and
Bajaj Finserv Ventures.

The InvIT framework allows NHAI to transfer multiple revenue-generating road assets
to a trust, issue units to investors, and raise funds for infrastructure development,
complementing other monetisation models like ToT (Toll Operate Transfer) and
securitisation.

As of FY 2024-25, NHAI has raised approximately 349,000 crore via ToT, ¥43,000 crore
through InvIT, and 340,000 crore through securitisation, highlighting diversified
financing for national highway development.

363. International Day against Cybercrime was observed on 24 December 2025,
aiming to raise awareness about cyber threats and promote safe online practices.
What is the theme of the International Day against Cybercrime 2025?

TsaR Wkl & IR A A&l 9¢14 3R JRI&T a8 aiie] Hl ggared &
=T ¥ 24 faHwR 2025 P} AFR WY F R siaRiPiy faaw g=mar wa
SRTPIT ATgeR SRty R fdaw 2025 w1 Ha w32

(a) Cybersecurity for All

(b) Countering Cybercrime - Sharing Responsibility - Securing our Future

(c) Digital Safety and Protection

(d) Preventing Cyber Fraud Globally

(e) Safe Internet, Safe Life

Ans.b

Sol. 24 December - International Day against Cybercrime

International Day against Cybercrime was observed on 24 December 2025, aiming to
raise awareness about cyber threats and promote safe online practices.

Theme 2025 - Countering Cybercrime - Sharing Responsibility - Securing our Future
The day highlights the increasing need for cybersecurity measures to protect
individuals, businesses, and governments from cyber attacks.

It emphasizes the importance of education, reporting, and legal frameworks to prevent
and combat various forms of cybercrime globally.
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364. President Droupadi Murmu released the Constitution of India in the Santhali
language at a function held at Rashtrapati Bhavan. The Constitution of India has
been released in the Santhali language in which script?

Tyufa St e = pufa waw A Smaiford U STdwH | HUTel M H WRd 31
Hfaur oY fasam | HRa &1 Afaem Fyreft wrar § fora farfy & e fear man g2
(a) Devanagari

(b) Roman

(c) Bengali

(d) Ol Chiki

(e) Perso-Arabic

Ans. d

Sol. President Droupadi Murmu Releases Constitution of India in Santhali Language at
Rashtrapati Bhavan

President Droupadi Murmu released the Constitution of India in the Santhali language,
written in the Ol Chiki script, at a function held at Rashtrapati Bhavan

Santhali, one of India’s most ancient living languages included in the Eighth Schedule
through the 92nd Constitutional Amendment Act, 2003, is spoken widely in Jharkhand,
Odisha, West Bengal and Bihar.

The President said the move will help Santhali-speaking people read and understand
the Constitution in their own language and praised Union Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal for this initiative in the Constitution’s centenary year.

365. The Kimberley Process (KP) Plenary has selected India to assume the
Chairpersonship from 1 January 2026, with India taking over as Vice Chair; this
marks the third time India will chair the KP. The Kimberley Process primarily
aims to prevent the trade of which of the follewing?

fpravelt U (KP) WA A 1 T 2026 | FRAARY FHTA & forg HRa Bt
AT 8, 3R HRA AT H TUR BT UG WHTAT; T8 dIRIR IR SR o1d HRd KP Bt
SHEAT BT | fhrare! U &1 4@ 3exd fAafafaa o @ fead aamur &1
BT 2

(a) Synthetic diamonds

(b) Blood gold

(c) Conflict diamonds

(d) Illegal gemstones

(e) Smuggled jewellery

Ans. c

Sol. India to Chair Kimberley Process from January 2026, Strengthening Global Fight
Against Conflict Diamonds

The Kimberley Process (KP) Plenary has selected India to assume the Chairpersonship
from 1 January 2026, with India taking over as Vice Chair; this marks the third time
India will chair the KP.
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The Kimberley Process is a tripartite initiative involving governments, the international
diamond industry and civil society, aimed at preventing the trade in conflict diamonds,
as defined by UN Security Council resolutions.

Established in 2003, the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) has 60
participants (with the EU counted as one) and regulates over 99% of global rough
diamond trade, making it the most comprehensive mechanism in the sector.

During its tenure, India will focus on strengthening governance and compliance,
promoting digital certification and traceability, enhancing transparency, and building
global trust in conflict-free diamonds.

366. The Union Cabinet approved three new corridors—R.K. Ashram Marg-
Indraprastha, Aerocity-Airport Terminal-1, and Tughlakabad-Kalindi Kunj—
under Delhi Metro Phase-V (A), taking the metro network beyond 400 km. What is
the total approved cost of this project?

H1g Bfame A fewht A Be1-V (A) & q8d di 7T HINS R—SR.P. SATHH ANI-
SEU, TR TaRuIe efifFe-1, 3R qradrarg-sifid po—o) Al & 2,
R At Aead 400 fH & QT B ST | 39 Wistde @) | TR anTd fean
&7

(a) X8,500 crore

(b) 10,200 crore

(c) 11,500 crore

(d) X12,015 crore

(e) X14,040 crore

Ans.d

Sol. Cabinet Approves Three New Corridors Under Delhi Metro Phase-V (A)

The Union Cabinet approved three new corridors under Delhi Metro Phase-V (A) worth
about X12,015 crore—R.K. Ashram Marg-Indraprastha, Aerocity-Airport Terminal-1,
and Tughlakabad-Kalindi Kunj, taking the metro network beyond 400 km.

The project includes 13 new metro stations, with the R.K. Ashram Marg-Indraprastha
stretch extending the Botanical Garden-R.K. Ashram Marg corridor and providing
crucial connectivity to the redeveloping Central Vista area.The Central Vista corridor
will connect all Kartavya Bhawans, benefiting nearly 60,000 office-goers and 2 lakh
visitors daily, while improving last-mile access and easing traffic congestion.
Extensions on the Aerocity-Tughlakabad corridor will strengthen airport connectivity
with South Delhi areas like Saket and Kalindi Kunj, boosting the economy, reducing road
congestion, and improving air quality.

367. With the objective of facilitating nationwide collection of samples and
ensuring their safe, reliable, and timely delivery for laboratory testing, which two
institutions have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)?
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TR X A AU SHT HIA 3N A R F g 391 PR, wRAvE iR I R
f&efiast gffda w3 & aae 9, [ 3 =M1 A v Jugiar g (MoU) TR
e fPue?

(a) Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) and India Post

(b) National Accreditation Board for Testing and Calibration Laboratories (NABL) and
India Post

(c) National Test House (NTH) and Department of Posts

(d) Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) and Department of Posts

(e) Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) and Department of Posts

Ans. c

Sol. National Test House and Department of Posts Sign MoU for Nationwide Sample
Collection and Testing

National Test House (NTH) and the Department of Posts have signed an MoU to enable
nationwide collection and safe, timely delivery of samples to NTH laboratories for
testing.

Under the agreement, the Department of Posts will provide doorstep sample pickup and
transport samples to NTH labs in Kolkata, Ghaziabad, Mumbai, Jaipur, Guwahati,
Varanasi and Chennai, using its extensive postal-network.

The collaboration will improve accessibility, affordability, and efficiency of NTH's testing
services by reducing logistical hurdles and turnaround time across the country.

368. Who became the youngest centurion in men’s List A cricket history during the
Vijay Hazare Trophy 2025?

faoTg g9 eTWl 2025 & ERTE Y3UI 31 foree T fbdre sfagry & aad sa 3u &1
AP T ard1 FRAATSt S 791

(a) Anmolpreet Singh

(b) Jake Fraser-McGurk

(c) AB de Villiers

(d) Vaibhav Suryavanshi

(e) Prithvi Shaw

Ans. d

Sol. Vaibhav Suryavanshi Becomes Youngest Centurion in Men'’s List A Cricket with 36-
Ball Hundred

Vaibhav Suryavanshi scored a blistering 190 off 84 balls, including 15 sixes, and reached
his century in just 36 balls for Bihar against Arunachal Pradesh in the Vijay Hazare
Trophy Plate Group match.

At 14 years and 272 days, Suryavanshi became the youngest player in men'’s List A
cricket history to score a century.

His 36-ball century is the second-fastest by an Indian in List A cricket, behind
Anmolpreet Singh’s 35-ball hundred, while globally the record is held by Jake Fraser-
McGurk (29 balls) and AB de Villiers (31 balls).
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369. Virat Kohli became the fastest player to reach 16,000 List A runs, surpassing
Sachin Tendulkar, during Delhi’s Vijay Hazare Trophy match against Andhra. In
how many innings did Kohli achieve this milestone?

forTe Sl sy & e Rl & favra goIR efwt &9 & = AR dgaas ot
9IS BISH 16,000 e T T a0t HaA o FATSI 99 T¢I Pigedl A 98
g fhast urfedl o g1 feam?

(a) 300 innings

(b) 330 innings

(c) 350 innings

(d) 370 innings

(e) 391 innings

Ans.b

Sol. Virat Kohli Becomes Fastest to 16,000 List A Runs, Surpassing Sachin Tendulkar
Virat Kohli became the fastest player to reach 16,000 List A runs, surpassing Sachin
Tendulkar, achieving the milestone in his 330th innings during Delhi’s Vijay Hazare
Trophy match against Andhra.

Kohli now holds the record for the fastest to each block of 1000 List A runs from 10,000
runs onwards, breaking multiple long-standing records.

In the Vijay Hazare Trophy, after a 15-year gap, Kohli has scored 819 runs from 13
matches at an average of 68.25 and a strike rate of 106, including four centuries and
three fifties.

370. When is the International Day of Epidemic Preparedness observed?
HETHRNY 31 I $1 SieRTPIa faaw S w1 oira &7

(a) 24 December

(b) 25 December

(c) 26 December

(d) 27 December

(e) 28 December

Ans. d

Sol. 27 December - International Day of Epidemic Preparedness

International Day of Epidemic Preparedness is observed annually on 27th December to
raise awareness about the importance of preventing, detecting, and responding to
epidemics and infectious disease outbreaks.

Theme 2025 -Strengthening Global Health Systems for Future Crises.

The day emphasizes the need for global cooperation, strong health systems, and rapid
response mechanisms to contain epidemics and protect public health.

It highlights the role of research, innovation, and preparedness plans in mitigating the
impact of emerging infectious diseases.

371. Which team won the Global Chess League 2025 Season 3 title?
Teitee o R 2025 HieH 3 &1 Raare fea dw 3 sitar

(a) Triveni Continental Kings
(b) Alpine SG Pipers
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(c) Mumbai Chess Masters

(d) Delhi Dynamos

(e) Chennai Super Kings

Ans.b

Sol. R Praggnanandhaa and Anish Giri Lead Alpine SG Pipers to Maiden Global Chess
League 2025 Title

R Praggnanandhaa and Anish Giri’s team, Alpine SG Pipers, won the Global Chess League
2025 Season 3 title, defeating defending champions Triveni Continental Kings in
Mumbai.

The finals were dominated by Pipers with scores of 4-2 in the first match and 4.5-1.5 in
the second match, marking their maiden GCL title.

Anish Giri was named the Finals MVP, winning both his games with Black, while
Praggnanandhaa secured a crucial victory against Vidit Gujrathi in the second match.

372. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has postponed the January 3, 2026 rollout of
the 3-hour cheque clearance under the Continuous Clearing and Settlement on
Realisation (CCSR) framework'in the Cheque Truncation System (CTS). Phase 1 of
the CCSR project was launched on which date?

YR fvord 8@ (RBI) 7 9% b= Rved (CTS) # Selgsry faaafi ¢s deade
3T ROaTgwI=A (CCcsR) hHaD & dgd 3-5e 31 I fFaad g ot 3 F4, 2026 Bt
3T B eTel fa1 8 1 CCSR Mieide &1 b 1 [ arndia o1 ai-g farar wam 412

(a) 1 April 2025

(b) 15 August 2025

(c) 4 October 2025

(d) 4 January 2025

(e) 1 December 2025

Ans. c

Sol. RBI Defers 3-Hour Cheque Clearance Rollout, Revises CTS Timings

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has postponed the January 3, 2026 rollout of the 3-hour
cheque clearance under the Continuous Clearing and Settlement on Realisation (CCSR)
framework in the Cheque Truncation System (CTS).

The directive is issued under the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007, reinforcing
RBI’s authority to regulate payment systems and maintain financial stability.

Phase 1 of CCSR was launched on October 4, 2025, while Phase 2 aimed to reduce
cheque settlement time to within three hours, replacing the traditional T+1/T+2 system.
The RBI deferred Phase 2 implementation “until further notice” to allow banks more
time to prepare for operational and technological changes.

The RBI revised CTS operational timings: Presentation session (09:00 AM-03:00 PM)
and Confirmation session (09:00 AM-07:00 PM), ensuring flexibility for banks while
existing clearance timelines continue for now.

373. Who has been appointed as the new Chairman and Managing Director (CMD)
of Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL)?
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¥ faera fAem fafires (RVNL) & T8 S9RA4 T 8RR STaReeR (CMD) & U H
o frrgaa P T @2
(a) Sukhmal Chand Jain
(b) Manoj Joshi
(c) Saleem Ahmad
(d) Anil Kumar Lahoti
(e) Vinay Kumar Tripathi
Ans. c
Sol. Saleem Ahmad Takes Charge as CMD of Rail Vikas Nigam Limited
Saleem Ahmad has assumed charge as the new Chairman and Managing Director (CMD)
of Rail Vikas Nigam Limited (RVNL), replacing Sukhmal Chand Jain, who stepped down
from the role.
Ahmad, a civil engineering graduate from Jamia Millia Islamia University, brings over 35
years of experience in large infrastructure projects and previously served as Director
(Projects) at NBCC (India) Ltd, with earlier stints at DMRC and Mumbai Port Trust.
He will serve in this role until 30 April 2029 (superannuation) or until further orders,
whichever is earlier.
About Rail Vikas Nigam Limited

e [Founded- 24 January 2003

e Headquarters- New Delhi

e RVNL is a Navratna PSU in India under the administrative control of the Ministry of

Railways, Gol

374. Who inaugurated the two-day Anti-Terrorism Conference-2025 held in New
Delhi?

% faweht o emaifora & feawta sdwarg faRich Te-2025 ®1 3gUTe fHa
o

(a) Prime Minister Narendra Modi

(b) Defence Minister Rajnath Singh

(c) Union Home Minister Amit Shah

(d) NSA Ajit Doval

(e) NIA Director General

Ans. c

Sol. Amit Shah Inaugurates Anti-Terrorism Conference 2025

Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated the two-day Anti-Terrorism Conference-
2025 in New Delhi, calling for a strong, impenetrable and technology-driven anti-
terrorism grid to counter rapidly evolving security threats.

Organised by the National Investigation Agency (NIA) under the Ministry of Home
Affairs, the conference focuses on actionable outcomes, enhanced inter-agency
coordination, and analysing global and domestic terror incidents under the
government’s zero-tolerance policy.

During the event, Shah unveiled key tools including the updated NIA Crime Manual,
Organised Crime Network Database, and Lost, Looted and Recovered Weapons
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Database, while stressing uniform ATS structure, mandatory use of NATGRID & NIDAAN,
and a “duty to share” intelligence culture among agencies.

375. Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta and Union Minister Manohar Lal
inaugurated the ‘Atal Canteen’ in New Delhi on the 101st birth anniversary of
former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. At what price will a meal be provided
under the Atal Canteen scheme?

feeh & e Ya T SR FE Wi 7eR are A gd wureE sied fagt
IOt Y 10141 ol UR A% et § ered $E &1 Igured fHan sed Hda
i1 & dgd @1 fa 0 9§ e

(a) X10

(b) X15

(c) X20

(d) X5

(e) Free of cost

Ans.d

Sol. Delhi Launches ‘Atal Canteen’ Scheme to Provide Meals at X5

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta and Union Minister Manohar Lal inaugurated the ‘Atal
Canteen’ in New Delhi on the 101st birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee.

The Atal Canteen scheme aims to provide meals at just X5 for needy and working
people; 45 canteens began operations immediately, with 55 more to open within 15
days.

The initiative is expected to benefit millions of people and reflects Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
vision of ensuring that no one goes to bed hungry.

376. Union Health Minister JP Nadda laid the foundation-of India’s first PPP-based
medical colleges in which state?

S Ty T Sl 9313 YR & ugd pep SnuTRd AfSHd Siawl ot
yRiRTeT 5w wea 9 Tdt?

(a) Rajasthan

(b) Chhattisgarh

(c) Madhya Pradesh

(d) Jharkhand

(e) Odisha

Ans. c

Sol. P Nadda Lays Foundation of India’s First PPP-Based Medical Colleges in MP’s Tribal
Districts

Union Health Minister JP Nadda and Madhya Pradesh CM Dr Mohan Yadav laid the
foundation of two medical colleges in Dhar and Betul districts, becoming India’s first
medical colleges under the Public-Private Partnership (PPP) model, aimed at
strengthening healthcare in tribal-dominated regions.
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The colleges are part of four PPP-based medical colleges in MP (Dhar, Betul, Katni,
Panna), linked with district hospitals upgraded as per National Medical Commission
(NMC) norms, while the state provides land and private partners build academic and
clinical infrastructure.

The initiative reflects rapid expansion of medical education, with medical colleges
increasing from 387 (2014) to 819, MBBS seats rising to over 1.28 lakh, and a target of
adding 75,000 new medical seats by 2029, while MP plans more colleges across several
districts.

377.The 150th Shree Baba Harivallabh Sangeet Sammelan is being held in which
city?

150at St araT Ay it Twie fora weR A smaifora frar s veT 82

(a) Amritsar

(b) Patiala

(c) Jalandhar

(d) Ludhiana

(e) Chandigarh

Ans. c

Sol. 150th Shree Baba Harivallabh Sangeet Sammelan Begins in Jalandhar Celebrating

Hindustani Classical Music
Punjab is hosting the 150th Shree Baba Harivallabh Sangeet Sammelan, the oldest
Hindustani classical music festival in India, from 26-28 December at Shree Devi Talab
Temple, Jalandhar, organised in collaboration with NZCC, Patiala and supported by the
state government.
The 3-day festival is dedicated to the 350th martyrdom anniversary of Guru Tegh
Bahadur Ji and the late Banaras Gharana vocalist Pt Chhannu Lal Mishra, who passed
away in October 2025.
The festival features renowned classical music artists including Vidushi Malini Awasthi,
Pt Sajan Mishra, Swaransh Mishra, Pt Ronu Majumdar, Shashank Subramanyam, Ashwini
Bhide, among others.
About Punjab

e Capital - Chandigarh

e Chief Minister - Bhagwant Mann

e Governor - Banwarilal Purohit

378. Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC) has extended a Rs 9,821 crore
loan to DFCCIL to refinance its World Bank foreign currency debt. The World Bank
loan, which is being refinanced by IRFC, was originally taken for which major
infrastructure project?

39 YoId 1S9 BIURTE (IRFC) A DFCCIL B 9,821 HIIS TUA HTHU fear g
i saeT fay oo § forar war fad=h qer wor gafdw fovar o 9 | ag fay S« wor
qa &9 9 fora 78 gfard! g ufvarern & ferg forar mar un
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(a) Western Dedicated Freight Corridor

(b) Eastern Dedicated Freight Corridor

(c) Delhi-Mumbai Industrial Corridor

(d) Golden Quadrilateral Project

(e) Mumbai-Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail

Ans.b

Sol. IRFC Extends X9,821 Crore Loan to DFCCIL to Refinance World Bank Debt for
Eastern Freight Corridor

Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC) has extended a Rs 9,821 crore rupee loan to
DFCCIL to refinance its World Bank foreign currency debt for the Eastern Dedicated
Freight Corridor project.

The loan agreement was signed by DFCCIL's Director (Finance) Rahul Kapoor and IRFC’s
Executive Director (Finance) Deepa Kotnis at the Railway Board, New Delhi, in the
presence of senior officials including Chairman & CEO Satish Kumar.

The refinancing shifts DFCCIL's debt from foreign currency to rupee-denominated
financing, reducing exchange rate risk and highlighting the growing capacity of Indian
financial institutions to supportlarge-scale infrastructure projects domestically.

377. How much incentive has Ola Electric received under the PLI-Auto Scheme for
FY 2024-25?

Ola Electric Y FY 2024-25 & foTQ PLI-Auto IISHT & dgd fa-t IR &1 Wit
T §3MT 8?7

(a) X250 crore

(b) X300 crore

(c) X366 crore

(d) X400 crore

(e) X450 crore

Ans. c

Sol. Ola Electric Gets X366.78 Crore Incentive under PLI-Auto Scheme for FY 2024-25
Ola Electric has received a sanction order of ¥366.78 crore from the Ministry of Heavy
Industries under the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for Automobile and
Auto Components for FY 2024-25.

The incentive relates to the Demand Incentive for the Determined Sales Value and will
be disbursed through IFCI Limited, the designated financial institution under the PLI-
Auto Scheme.

Ola Electric stated that this milestone highlights its role in India’s advanced automotive
manufacturing ecosystem, reflecting its strengths in scale, localisation, and technology-
led vertically integrated manufacturing.

378. Canara HSBC Life Insurance has entered into a strategic bancassurance
partnership to enhance life insurance accessibility across India. Which small
finance bank is collaborating with Canara HSBC Life Insurance in this initiative?
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Canara HSBC Life Insurance = Wﬁ@ﬂ?ﬁﬂﬁ@?ﬁﬁ%m TP JUHAD
P TaNY ATSIEH #1 81 $9 UgH A Canara HSBC Life Insurance 5 B¢ fax 9@
& 1Y ATIGRY P IET 87

(a) AU Small Finance Bank

(b) Ujjivan Small Finance Bank

(c) Equitas Small Finance Bank

(d) Jana Small Finance Bank

(e) ESAF Small Finance Bank

Ans. c

Sol. Canara HSBC Life Insurance Partners with Equitas Bank to Expand Insurance Access
Across India

Canara HSBC Life Insurance and Equitas Small Finance Bank have entered a strategic
bancassurance partnership to increase life insurance accessibility across India,
integrating the insurer’s portfolio with the bank’s branch network.

Through this collaboration, Canara HSBC Life Insurance will distribute products such as
life protection, savings, annuity, child plans, and investment-linked policies across 994
Equitas Bank outlets and 365 ATMs in 18 states and Union Territories, including Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala, and Maharashtra.

The partnership aims to promote financial inclusion by allowing customers in Tier 1, 2,
and 3 cities to access insurance plans directly through existing banking touchpoints,
aligning with IRDAI’s goal of ‘Insurance for All by 2047

The alliance reflects the ‘Promises Ka Partner’ philosophy of Canara HSBC Life
Insurance, focusing on simplifying insurance, enhancing trust, and expanding reach
through a phygital banking model for straightforward and transparent services.

379.In December 2025, which fintech company receivedithe Third-Party
Application Provider (TPAP) license from NPCI?

faiaR 2025 # {5 fbd® Hu-1 &1 NPl H YS-UTeT TfRIP I NIaTISST (TPAP)
AT WIS §3HT?

(a) PhonePe

(b) PayNearby

(c) Paytm

(d) Google Pay

(e) BharatPe

Ans.b

Sol. PayNearby Gets NPCI TPAP License, Launches ‘Saathi’ App with UPI

Fintech company PayNearby has received Third-Party Application Provider (TPAP)
license approval from the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI).

Following the approval, PayNearby has launched the PayNearby Saathi app, offering
UPI-enabled savings accounts, payments, and investment products including FD, RD,
Gold, and Mutual Funds.

The app also provides credit facilities such as personal loans, gold loans, business loans,
and credit cards, expanding the range of financial services available to users.
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About National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)
e Founded - 2008
e Headquarters - Mumbai, Maharashtra
e MD & CEO - Dilip Asbe

380. Tata Advanced Systems Limited (TASL) has recently delivered the first batch
of WhAP 8x8 armoured vehicles to a foreign army, marking the initial supply from
its Morocco-based production facility. Which company is responsible for this
delivery?

e vsaivs R ffires (Eugawe) = g1a 81 H oo AR fRyd Icare
gfaur } uRRYS myfd o1 fRifga $3a g¢, fad=ft 991 $1 whaP 8x8 &R gl
P1 ygal od faafvd far 8 1 59 feehiadl & foru o d ol vrer 82

(a) Bharat Electronics Limited

(b) Tata Advanced Systems Limited

(c) Hindustan Aeronautics Limited

(d) Larsen & Toubro Defence

(e) Mahindra Defence Systems

Ans.b

Sol. TASL Delivers First WhAP 8x8 Armoured Vehicles to Royal Moroccan Army from
Morocco Plant

Tata Advanced Systems Limited (TASL) has handed over the first batch of WhAP 8x8
armoured vehicles to the Royal Moroccan Army, marking the initial supply under a local
manufacturing arrangement in Morocco.

The Berrechid plant in Morocco, covering 20,000 s metres, began production after being
inaugurated in September by India’s Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and Morocco’s
Minister Delegate for National Defence Abdelatif Loudyi.

The WhAP 8x8 platform, jointly developed by DRDO and TASL, is a versatile wheeled
armoured vehicle with monocoque hull, scalable ballistic/mine protection, independent
suspension, central tyre inflation system, and amphibious capability.

The vehicle can be configured for multiple operational roles including armoured
personnel carrier, infantry combat vehicle, reconnaissance, command post, ambulance,
and mortar carrier, with weapon configurations supporting both manned and remote-
controlled systems.

381. International Cello Day is observed every year on which date?
AP el fgaw g2 o i fafy ot v S 32

(a) 25 December

(b) 26 December

(c) 28 December

(d) 29 December

(e) 31 December

Ans.d

Sol. 29 December - International Cello Day
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International Cello Day is observed every year on 29 December to celebrate the cello, a
prominent string instrument of the violin family.

The day highlights the rich sound, versatility and emotional depth of the cello in
classical, jazz and contemporary music.

It aims to promote awareness and appreciation of the cello and encourage young
musicians to learn the instrument.

The cello plays a crucial role in orchestras, chamber music and solo performances,
bridging harmony and rhythm in music compositions.

382. INSV Kaundinya will undertake her maiden overseas voyage from Porbandar
to which country?

INSV HIf$=T TRaeR | fh =1 & forw srueit ugedt fac=lt amm 3= w2

(a) Iran

(b) Saudi Arabia

(c) Oman

(d) UAE

(e) Russia

Ans. c

Sol. INSV Kaundinya Sets Sail on Maiden Overseas Voyage to Oman, Reviving India’s
Ancient Maritime Legacy

Indian Navy’s stitched sailing vessel INSV Kaundinya will embark on her maiden
overseas journey from Porbandar (Gujarat) to Muscat (Oman), retracing ancient Indian
maritime trade routes.

Built entirely using traditional stitched-plank techniques, the vessel’s wooden planks
are stitched with coconut coir rope and sealed with natural resins, reflecting India’s
ancient coastal shipbuilding heritage.

Inspired by depictions of ancient Indian ships, the vessel highlights how early Indian
mariners undertook long-distance voyages to West Asia, Africa and Southeast Asia,
much before modern navigation tools.

383. Recently, India successfully test-fired the K-4 submarine-launched ballistic
missile (SLBM) to strengthen its sea-based nuclear deterrence. From which
nuclear-powered submarine was this missile launched?

BT 81 W YR A 3ot Tt Smenfya Ay yfeRiUe &rvar & Ueigg ded & g
K-4 Tgsl-gafie aferRes ffrage (sLBM) &1 9wa e fear| a8 frarsa
fra wRHTU-Tnferd uag et | yafua S s

(a) INS Arihant

(b) INS Chakra

(c) INS Arighaat

(d) INS Kalvari

(e) INS Vela

Ans. c
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Sol. India Successfully Tests K-4 SLBM from INS Arighaat, Boosting Sea-Based Nuclear
Deterrence

India successfully test-fired the K-4 intermediate-range submarine-launched ballistic
missile (SLBM) from the nuclear-powered submarine INS Arighaat in the Bay of Bengal,
off the coast of Visakhapatnam.

With a strike range of around 3,500 km, the K-4 significantly enhances India’s sea-based
nuclear attack capability, strengthening the most survivable leg of the nuclear triad.
Derived from the Agni-IIl missile, the K-4 is India’s longest-range sea-launched strategic
weapon, capable of carrying a 2.5-ton nuclear warhead and launching from Arihant-
class submarines using underwater ejection technology.

Commissioned into the Navy in August 2024, the K-4 places India among a select group
of nations with land, air and undersea nuclear strike capability; the ‘K’ series is named
in honour of Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam.

384. The inaugural edition of the Khelo India Tribal Games (KITG), aimed at
promoting sports talent from India’s tribal communities and strengthening
grassroots inclusion under the Khelo India Scheme, is being hosted by which
state?

Qe gfear aieT & siaifa sFeTd 8 | Qe ufauHT S agrar ¢ iR s W
TR JUTARM Bl T B & 5,39 A ST UYH Wel §3aT S/8ad 1= (KITG)
B AAGT DI AT T PR 6T 82

(a) Odisha

(b) Jharkhand

(c) Madhya Pradesh

(d) Telangana

(e) Chhattisgarh

Ans. e

Sol. Chhattisgarh Unveils Logo, Mascot ‘Morveer’ for Inaugural Khelo India Tribal Games
in Bilaspur

The logo, theme song and official mascot of the first-ever Khelo India Tribal Games
(KITG) were unveiled at Late B. R. Yadav Sports Stadium, Bilaspur, with the Games
scheduled to begin from February 14.

Jointly organised by the Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, SAI, I0A, National Sports
Federations and Chhattisgarh, the Games will feature 7 competitive sports and 2
indigenous demonstration sports, conducted as per international technical standards.
The official mascot Morveer reflects Chhattisgarh’s cultural identity, combining ‘Mor’
(our own) and ‘Veer’ (bravery), symbolising the pride, courage and collective spirit of
India’s tribal communities.

A key focus of KITG is talent scouting from tribal regions; selected athletes will be
inducted as Khelo India Athletes and receive X5 lakh annual scholarships for 8 years,
with Chhattisgarh becoming the first state to host this exclusive national tribal sports
event.
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385. On the occasion of Veer Bal Diwas, how many children from different States
and Union Territories were conferred with the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal
Puraskar by President Droupadi Murmu in New Delhi for their outstanding
achievements?

dR a1et feaw & 3rawR uR gyt Sud) g R feeeh d fafie wreat ok s
TR UGN & fora =l &1 STl Ip¥ Suaferdl & forg yurw= wfta a1
BRI g1 foar T

(a) 15

(b) 18

(c) 20

(d) 22

(e) 25

Ans. c

Sol. President Droupadi Murmu Honours 20 Children with Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya
Bal Puraskar on Veer Bal Diwas

President Droupadi Murmu conferred the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar on the
occasion of Veer Bal Diwas in New Delhi.

20 children from 18 States and Union Territories were honoured for outstanding
achievements in fields like bravery, art & culture, environment, innovation, and science
& technology.

The President said the awards would encourage the recipients and inspire children
across the country to strive for excellence.

Veer Bal Diwas is observed annually to commemorate the martyrdom of Sahibzada Baba
Zorawar Singh ji and Baba Fateh Singh ji, sons of Sri Guru Gobind Singh ji.

Highlighting awardees’ achievements, Vishwanath Karthikey from Hyderabad was
honoured for becoming the youngest Indian to complete the Seven Summits Challenge,
holding four world records.

Sunaina Kumari from Bihar received the award for the exceptional bravery of her
brother, who sacrificed his life while saving a boy from drowning.

386. Vaibhav Suryavanshi received the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar for
becoming the first Indian in which field to get the award?

dyg IR B gy P 99 R 5 &7 9 uge URd 994 & g
fore?

(a) Athletics

(b) Chess

(c) Cricket

(d) Badminton

(e) Shooting

Ans. c

Sol. Vaibhav Suryavanshi Becomes First Indian Cricketer to Receive Pradhan Mantri
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar

Vaibhav Suryavanshi became the first Indian cricketer to receive the Pradhan Mantri
Rashtriya Bal Puraskar, the country’s highest civilian award for children.
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The Bihar-based teenager, just months away from turning 15, achieved a historic
milestone, joining the league of young achievers like R Praggnanandhaa and R Vaishali.
The Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar is awarded to children aged 5 to 18 years
for exceptional achievements across various fields.

387. The Indian Standard IS 19412:2025 - Incense Sticks (Agarbatti) —
Specification, which lays down safety norms by prohibiting harmful insecticidal
chemicals and synthetic fragrance substances, has been developed and notified by
which organisation?

IRER A GIIPR® BIe-RIP IATH! 3R FHET I uerdf & ST R IS
R aTe WA 7D 1S 19412:2025 - 3RS AR @1 fa @re= gr1
fawfRra oiv eiftrgfaa frr mar 82

(a) Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)

(b) Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)

(c) Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)

(d) Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT)

(e) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

Ans. c

Sol. Union Minister Pralhad Joshi Releases New BIS Standard IS 19412:2025 for Safe
and Quality Incense Sticks

Union Minister Shri Pralhad Joshi released IS 19412:2025 - Incense Sticks (Agarbatti)
Standard developed by Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) on National Consumer Day
2025 at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi.

The new BIS standard prohibits the use of harmful insecticidal chemicals and synthetic
fragrance substances in agarbattis to protect human health, indoor air quality, and the
environment.

Products complying with IS 19412:2025 will be eligible to carry the BIS Standard Mark,
helping consumers make safe and informed choices while promoting ethical and
sustainable manufacturing.

The standard is expected to boost consumer confidence, safeguard traditional
livelihoods, and enhance global market access for India’s agarbatti industry, which is
valued at 8,000 crore with exports of 31,200 crore to over 150 countries.

388. Which institute signed an MoU with the Ministry of Minority Affairs to
implement the PM VIKAS Scheme?

Tred AT Tie T &1 A $34 & fore ford O 7 SreRiers o1l Had & 91y

THEET YT (MoU) IR gdeR fru?
(a) NIFTEM-Thanjavur

(b) IIFT-Delhi

(c) NIFTEM-Kundli

(d) CFTRI-Mysuru

(e) IIT-Kharagpur

Ans. c
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Sol. NIFTEM-K Signs MoU with Ministry of Minority Affairs to Implement PM VIKAS
Scheme

NIFTEM-Kundli signed an MoU with the Ministry of Minority Affairs in New Delhi to
implement the PM VIKAS Scheme as a Project Implementing Agency (PIA).

The PM VIKAS Scheme aims to skill minority youth through need-based training
programmes and ensure employment and livelihood opportunities.

Under the project, NIFTEM-K will train 2,110 beneficiaries in courses such as Multi Skill
Technician (Food Processing), Millet Products Processor, and Assistant Baking
Technician across Jharkhand, Bihar, Punjab, and Haryana.

The initiative seeks to enhance employability, provide market and credit linkages, and
integrate minority communities into the economic mainstream, with rollout expected in
January 2026.

389. The Union Government released Fifteenth Finance Commission (XV-FC)
United Grants in FY 2025-26 to strengthen Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and
Rural Local Bodies (RLBs) in Rajasthan and Jharkhand. How much was the first
instalment of XV-FC Untied Grants released to Rajasthan for FY 2025-26?
YTHIT T HT (3MRuad)) &) Aeigd @1 & (e fa< a9 2025-26 A Usgd
ORI TN (XV-FC) Tt 31T SN} fham | famra 2025-26 & 7T I &1 XV-
FC 3138 g @1 Ugd! fhed fard-il 5l &t 7157

(a) X250.50 crore

(b) ¥303.04 crore

(c) X275.12 crore

(d) X145.24 crore

(e) X400.00 crore

Ans.b

Sol. Union Government Releases XV Finance Commission Grants to Strengthen PRIs and
Rural Local Bodies in Rajasthan and Jharkhand

The Union Government released Fifteenth Finance Commission (XV-FC) United Grants in
FY 2025-26 to strengthen Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and Rural Local Bodies
(RLBs) in Rajasthan and Jharkhand.

Rajasthan received X303.04 crore as the first instalment for FY 2025-26 and an
additional X145.24 crore of withheld grants for FY 2024-25, benefiting District, Block,
and Gram Panchayats across the state.

Jharkhand was released X275.13 crore as the first instalment of Untied Grants for FY
2024-25, while the grants will be used for location-specific needs under the Eleventh
Schedule, excluding salaries and establishment expenses.

390. After over 30 years, Gujarat has been formally recognised again as a tiger-
bearing state following confirmed photographic evidence from a wildlife
sanctuary located in Dahod district. The confirmed tiger presence in Gujarat has
been recorded in which sanctuary?
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30 T WIS 9Tdl & TG, STEIS ford 7 Hie[g Usp aIgcaars® dagsl 3 A uad
WIeRNb® Tl & d1e ToRTd &1 fh | uarie U 3 96l 9/ Iy F IR W
g firelt 8 1 o § 919 ot Hioe il fva A=t o ool 3175 87
(a) Gir National Park
(b) Barda Wildlife Sanctuary
(c) Ratanmahal Sanctuary
(d) Jessore Sloth Bear Sanctuary
(e) Purna Wildlife Sanctuary
Ans. c
Sol. Gujarat Returns to India’s Tiger Map After 30 Years
After over 30 years, Gujarat has been formally recognised again as a tiger-bearing state
following confirmed photographic evidence from Ratanmahal Sanctuary in Dahod
district.
A nearly four-year-old tiger has been residing in Ratanmahal Sanctuary for about ten
months, with continuous camera-trap and CCTV footage ruling out a transient visit.
The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) has directed conservation measures,
and Gujarat will be included in the All-India Tiger Estimation (AITE) 2026 with a
dedicated camera-trap census along the Gujarat=Madhya Pradesh border.
Gujarat last appeared in the national tiger census in 1989; unlike earlier brief or
unverified sightings, the current case marks a sustained and officially documented
return of tigers to the state.
About Gujarat

e C(Capital- Gandhinagar

e Chief Minister- Bhupendra Rajnikant Patel

e Governor- Acharya Devvrat

391. The Indian Army has revised its long-standing restrictions to allow “passive
participation” on select social media platforms, while continuing to enforce strict
safeguards to protect operational and national security. Which authority issued
the revised social media guidelines for Indian Army personnel?

YR A1 9 99 gfier Tixe ffsar @ewid w iRE uriie’ @1 eqafa 33
¥ g I e wfore el # SqaTa frar €, wafe sifrere o Wi gRa ot 3an
& FoTT e YR&MT SUTI &Y AT BT IR ¥@T 3 | YR 9T & SaT & ferg
wnfera diere difsar mesesw e Sy A4 e 32

(a) Ministry of Defence

(b) Army Training Command

(c) Directorate General of Military Intelligence

(d) National Security Council Secretariat

(e) Integrated Defence Staff

Ans. c

Sol. Indian Army Eases Social Media Rules, Allows ‘Passive Participation’ With Strict
Safeguards
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The Indian Army has revised its long-standing restrictions to allow “passive
participation” on select social media platforms, while continuing to enforce strict
safeguards to protect operational and national security.

The new guidelines, issued by Army Headquarters through the DGM], are effective
immediately, with Instagram formally included in the list of restricted-use platforms.
Platforms like WhatsApp, Telegram, Skype and Signal may be used only for sharing
unclassified, general information with known individuals, with responsibility for
verification placed on the user.

Personnel are allowed only to access information on platforms such as YouTube, X,
Quora and Instagram; uploading content, active participation, use of risky websites,
VPNs, torrents and unsafe cloud storage remains prohibited.

392. According to the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) data tabled in the Rajya
Sabha, over 24,600 Indian nationals were deported from 81 countries in 2025.
Which country recorded the highest number of deportations of Indian nationals
during this period?

fae=T WAt (MEA) SRT ISA9YT § U™ fhU 0 ST & 3UR, 2025 # 81 =1 &
24,600 8 TTGT HRWTT ARTR®T & fEUIE fomar am| §6 g ford 3= & WRdig
ANTR®| o1 g4 el f$uid foar mare

(a) United States

(b) United Arab Emirates

(c) Malaysia

(d) Saudi Arabia

(e) Myanmar

Ans.d

Sol. Over 24,600 Indians Deported From 81 Countries in 2025; Saudi Arabia Tops the
List

Over 24,600 Indian nationals were deported from 81 countries in 2025, as per MEA data
tabled in the Rajya Sabha on December 18, with Saudi Arabia accounting for the highest
number (over 11,000).

About 3,800 Indians—mostly private employees—were deported from the United
States, the highest figure in five years, largely due to stricter checks on visa validity,
work authorisation, documentation, and overstays.

Significant deportations were also reported from Myanmar, Malaysia, UAE, Bahrain,
Thailand, and Cambodia, reflecting diverse regional patterns affecting Indian migrants.
MEA data highlights visa overstays, illegal employment, labour law violations,
absconding from employers, and civil or criminal cases as key causes, especially in Gulf
nations.

Indian Missions assist deportees through nationality verification, Emergency
Certificates, helplines, and grievance portals, while cases from Myanmar and Cambodia
often involve cybercrime-linked job frauds targeting Indian workers.
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393. What percentage of stake in Indian Overseas Bank is the government
planning to divest using the green-shoe option?

TR - TR BT STHTA HIb 3fea- Nadie d& H fara= wfa=ma
R 9o F Ao T 72

(@) 1%

(b) 2%

(c) 3%

(d) 4%

(e) 5%

Ans. c

Sol. Govt to Divest 3% Stake in Indian Overseas Bank Using Green-Shoe Option

The government has decided to use the green-shoe option to divest an additional 3%
stake in Indian Overseas Bank (IOB) through an Offer for Sale (OFS), following strong
investor response on the first day.

The base OFS comprises 2% equity (38.51 crore shares) with an option to sell an extra
1% (19.25 crore shares) at a floor price of X34 per share; the government currently
holds 94.61% stake in IOB.

A small portion of shares is reserved for eligible employees, and the divestment aligns
with SEBI norms requiring listed companies to maintain a minimum public
shareholding of 25%.

394. President of India Smt Droupadi Murmu created history by undertaking a
dived operational sortie onboard an indigenous Indian Navy submarine from the
Western Seaboard. This submarine belongs to the Kalvari-class and the
embarkation took place from Karwar Naval Harbour, Karnataka. The President
thus became the second Indian President to experience a submarine sortie after
Dr APJ Abdul Kalam. Which of the following submarines was invelved in this
historic event?

HRd B Irgufar fioedt stadt 3o 7 ufdned ays qe @ e w@eh wrda A
UAIgea! R AT SRR URATA 38T URHR SAgRI 7T | I8 U-gel daast Juit
1 3R THSD| YHIATT Hlcd S HRAR A9d gTaX A g5 A1 $9 PR ugufa i
T Sregel HATH & 91G UGSl ST BT ATHT HI aTdt gOY HRATd Iyufd s
T 39 e e # fFufefad # @ $i9 d g mfte 4@

(a) INS Arihant

(b) INS Vagir

(c) INS Vaghsheer

(d) INS Chakra

(e) INS Kalvari

Ans. c

Sol. President Droupadi Murmu Makes Historic Dived Sortie Aboard Submarine INS
Vaghsheer
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President of India Smt Droupadi Murmu undertook a dived sortie onboard indigenous
Kalvari-class submarine INS Vaghsheer from Karwar Naval Harbour, Karnataka,
becoming the second Indian President after Dr AP] Abdul Kalam to do so.

During the over 2-hour sortie, the President interacted with the submarine crew and
witnessed live operational demonstrations, accompanied by Chief of the Naval Staff
Admiral Dinesh K. Tripathi.

The embarkation reflects the Supreme Commander’s continued engagement with the
Armed Forces, following her operational demonstration visit onboard INS Vikrant in
November 2024.

395. The Ministry of Ports, Shipping & Waterways (MoPSW) notified operational
guidelines for the Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Scheme (SBFAS) and the
Shipbuilding Development Scheme (SbDS) to strengthen India’s domestic
shipbuilding capacity and global competitiveness. What is the total financial
corpus allocated under the Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Scheme (SBFAS)?

TG, STETORTHT 3R STTHRT HATAT (MoPSW) = HRd 1 TR STgTsl frAfor &ran
3R 3y yfamyf &1 weorga A F e RufafET vl sy @
(SBFAS) 3R Rufafew Saerusic I (sbDs) & foE ST =—a MssarsH SRl &1
2| RufafeSn wrsARma sifRdT w19 (sBFAS) & 98d $ a1 flaxig &
3rdfea far war g2

(a) 319,989 crore

(b) 315,004 crore

(c) 330,000 crore

(d) X24,736 crore

(e) 396,000 crore

Ans.d

Sol. Govt Notifies SBFAS & SbDS Guidelines to Strengthen [ndia’s Shipbuilding Sector
The Ministry of Ports, Shipping & Waterways (MoPSW) notified operational guidelines
for the Shipbuilding Financial Assistance Scheme (SBFAS) and the Shipbuilding
Development Scheme (SbDS) to strengthen India’s domestic shipbuilding capacity and
global competitiveness.

With a total corpus of 324,736 crore, SBFAS provides 15%-25% financial assistance per
vessel, based on vessel category, with graded and milestone-linked disbursement,
independent valuation, and security-backed governance mechanisms.

The scheme envisages a National Shipbuilding Mission and introduces a Shipbreaking
Credit Note offering 40% of scrap value to ship owners scrapping vessels at Indian
yards, linking ship recycling with new ship construction.

The Shipbuilding Development Scheme (319,989 crore) focuses on long-term capability
building, offering 100% capital support for greenfield shipbuilding clusters and 25%
assistance for brownfield expansion of existing shipyards.

SbDS includes a Credit Risk Coverage Framework for pre/post-shipment and vendor-
default risks; both schemes will remain valid till March 31, 2036, with an in-principle
extension up to 2047.
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396. Anu Garg, a 1991-batch IAS officer, has been appointed as 's Chief
Secretary, becoming the first woman to hold the top bureaucratic post in the state.
1991 99 P AT AFUBTRY 3] W bt $1 g Afua fge fosar man
8, 51 Iy A 2 NH221e) ug HHTEA arell ugelt Aafgar a1 Mg 2|
(a) West Bengal
(b) Chhattisgarh
(c) Jharkhand
(d) Odisha
(e) Andhra Pradesh
Ans.d
Sol. Anu Garg Appointed Odisha’s First Woman Chief Secretary
Anu Garg, a 1991-batch IAS officer, has been appointed as Odisha’s Chief Secretary,
becoming the first woman to hold the top bureaucratic post in the state.
Her elevation follows the retirement of incumbent Chief Secretary Manoj Ahuja, who is
set to superannuate on December 31, 2025.
Currently serving as Development Commissioner-cum-Additional Chief Secretary
(Planning & Convergence) with additional charge of the Water Resources Department,
Anu Garg is known for effectively implementing key development initiatives during the
Naveen Patnaik-led government.
About Odisha

e Capital - Bhubaneswar

e Chief Minister - Mohan Charan Majhi (replace Naveen Patnaik)

e Deputy CM - KV Singhdeo and Pravati Parida

e Governor - Dr. Hari Babu Kambhampati

397. VoxelGrids has developed India’s first indigenous MRI Scanner, marking a
major milestone in the country’s medical technology ecosystem. VoxelGrids is
backed by which Indian technology company?

VoxelGrids = HIRd T UgdT oM MRI TR fasRra frar 3, o 31 & afswa
cTHIdTol SHITRICH | U TT HId BT URR & | VoxelGrids @ {5 YR
caTaTSl BT BT ALY YT 87

(a) Infosys

(b) TCS

(c) Wipro

(d) HCL

(e) Zoho

Ans. e

Sol. VoxelGrids Develops India’s First Indigenous MRI Scanner

Zoho-backed start-up VoxelGrids has developed India’s first indigenous MRI scanner,
marking a major milestone in the country’s medical technology ecosystem.

The 1.5-tesla MRI scanner has been deployed at the Chandrapur Cancer Care
Foundation near Nagpur, showcasing successful real-world clinical adoption.
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The scanner is the result of a 12-year mission led by founder Arjun Arunachalam to
design and build a critical diagnostic system domestically, reducing dependence on
foreign imports.

Unlike conventional global MRI systems, the VoxelGrids scanner does not use liquid
helium, making it around 40% cheaper to build while incorporating original
technological advancements.

398. Who has been elected as the Chair of the BWF Athletes’ Commission for the
2026-2029 term?

2026-2029 Bt At & g BWF Tyciicy wHIRM @t sreaef & ¥ § fovd g
&

(a) Greysia Polii

(b) An Se-young

(c) PV Sindhu

(d) Jia Yifan

(e) Debora Jille

Ans.d

Sol. PV Sindhu Elected Chair of BWF Athletes’ Commission for 2026-2029 Term
Two-time Olympic medallist PV Sindhu has been elected Chair of the BWF Athletes’
Commission for the 2026-2029 term, giving players a direct voice in global badminton
governance.

As Chair, Sindhu will also serve as a member of the Badminton World Federation (BWF)
Council, strengthening athlete representation at the highest decision-making level.
Debora Jille (Netherlands) will serve as Deputy Chair, while other members include
Olympic champions An Se-young (South Korea), Jia Yifan (China), African medallist
Doha Hany (Egypt), and Indian para-badminton player Abu Hubaida.

India’s most successful badminton player, Sindhu won Olympic silver at Rio 2016 and
bronze at Tokyo 2020, and is set to lead India at the 2026 Badminton Asia Team
Championships in Qingdao, China.

399. Former cricketer Hugh Morris passed away at the age of 62.

od fordrer gg e &1 62 i oY g & 7Y T

(a) Australian

(b) Indian

(c) South African

(d) England

(e) New Zealand

Ans.d

Sol. Former England Cricketer and ECB Chief Executive Hugh Morris Dies

Former England cricketer Hugh Morris passed away at the age of 62.

Morris was a prolific opening batter, won three Test caps in 1991, led England A on
multiple international tours, and became Glamorgan'’s youngest captain at 22, later
leading them to the 1993 Sunday League title.
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As a cricket administrator, Morris served as ECB Chief Executive and later as England’s
first Managing Director (2007-2013), during which the men’s team reached No. 1 in
Test rankings, won three Ashes series, and the 2010 T20 World Cup.

400. The Central Government has appointed three Senior Advocates as Additional
Solicitors General (ASGs) to represent the Union of India before the Supreme
Court of India. Which of the following is NOT among the newly appointed
Additional Solicitors General?

F% PR 1 YRd & GHH B & A URT TRHR HT Ufdi-1ea He & forg =
R a@iel &1 Tie=Aa AiferRiey 9-Rd (ASG) & U § fgad fhar g1
fFrafafaa & 3 #19 7¢ fAge ufeqe gty aRa d @ T8 82

(a) Devinder Pal Singh

(b) Kanakamedala Ravindra Kumar

(c) Anil Kaushik

(d) Tushar Mehta

(e) Bothaandc

Ans.d

Sol. Government Appoints Three Senior Advocates as Additional Solicitors General for
Supreme Court

The Central Government has appointed three Senior Advocates as Additional Solicitors
General (ASGs) to represent the Union of India before the Supreme Court of India.

The appointees are Devinder Pal Singh, Kanakamedala Ravindra Kumar, and Anil
Kaushik, all seasoned legal professionals with extensive litigation experience.

The appointments were approved by the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet, and
are typically for a three-year tenure or until further notice.

Kanakamedala Ravindra Kumar notably brings both parliamentary experience as a
former Rajya Sabha member (2018-2024) and legal expertise to his role as ASG

401. Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), launched on 25 December
2000, completed 25 years in 2025, emerging as one of India’s most impactful
schemes for all-weather rural road connectivity and inclusive development.
Under the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), which of the following
correctly describes the funding pattern?

25 faiaR 2000 P IF= P 15 TYFHA ITH HSS TISAT (PMGSY) 7 2025 H 25 A1
T PR e §, 3R g aht ierw & umiior e wfaefadt ofk qumasht e &
fore wRa oY T yuTaRITeR ge1s # 9 TP d9®R SHA 7 | HUTHHA ITH HS @
IS (PMGSY) & dgd, FHaferfead # & &1 |1 BiE de wdl &1 @ aarar g2

(a) 70:30 for all States and 100% for UTs

(b) 60:40 for General States, 90:10 for North-Eastern & Himalayan States

(c) 50:50 for all States and UTs

(d) 75:25 for General States and 90:10 for all Special Category States

(e) 100% Central funding for all States

Ans.b

Sol. Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) completing 25 years in 2025
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Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY), launched on 25 December 2000,
completed 25 years in 2025, emerging as one of India’s most impactful schemes for all-
weather rural road connectivity and inclusive development.

Since its inception, 8.25 lakh km of rural roads have been sanctioned, of which about
7.88 lakh km (r95%) have been completed as of December 2025, significantly
integrating rural areas with markets and services.

The scheme is implemented by the Ministry of Rural Development in coordination with
State Governments and Union Territories.

PMGSY is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme with funding 60:40 for general states, 90:10 for
North-Eastern states, Himalayan states, ] and K and UTs with legislatures and 100%
central funding for UTs without legislatures

The scheme evolved through multiple phases—PMGSY-I (universal access), PMGSY-II
(road upgradation), RCPLWEA (LWE areas), PMGSY-III (strategic rural links), and
PMGSY-1V (2024-29) targeting last-mile connectivity.

PMGSY-1V aims to connect 25,000 unconnected habitations with 62,500 km of roads,
with a total outlay of 70,125 crore, focusing on tribal areas, aspirational districts, and
remote regions.

Technology-driven governance through platforms like OMMAS, e-MARG, and GPS-
enabled monitoring has strengthened transparency, quality assurance, and lifecycle
maintenance of rural roads.

PMGSY has delivered strong socio-economic impacts, including improved market access
for farmers, better healthcare and education reach, increased rural employment, and
enhanced regional equity and national integration.

402. Which of the following airlines have been granted No Objection Certificates
(NOCs) by the Ministry of Civil Aviation to enter the/Indian aviation market?
Frafafag d 3 {59 TaRas g &1 ARRe 359 §A16d gRT R f[Aa-- IR |
AR H31 & e sETaf~y wAmor 9 (Noc) few e 87

(a) Akasa Air, Vistara, AirAsia India

(b) Shankh Air, Al Hind Air, FlyExpress

(c) Alliance Air, Trujet, Star Air

(d) IndiGo, Air India, Spicejet

(e) Go First, FlyBig, Blue Dart

Ans.b

Sol. The Ministry of Civil Aviation Grants NOCs to Three New Airlines; Operations
Expected in 2026

The Ministry of Civil Aviation has granted No Objection Certificates (NOCs) to three new
airlines—Shankh Air, Al Hind Air, and FlyExpress to enter the Indian aviation market.
These approvals mark a significant move to boost competition and diversify India’s
domestic airline sector, which has long been dominated by a few major carriers.

Shankh Air has already received its NOC and is preparing to commence commercial
operations in early 2026, with plans to connect regional and underserved routes.
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Al Hind Air and FlyExpress recently secured their NOCs and are also targeting
operational launches in 2026, aiming to enhance connectivity and offer more choices to
flyers.

About Ministry of Civil Aviation

e Union Minister- Kinjarapu Rammohan Naidu
e (Constituency- Srikakulam, Andhra Pradesh

e Minister of State- Murlidhar Kisan Mohol

e (onstituency- Pune, Maharashtra

403. IIT-Patna inaugurated the PARAM Rudra supercomputer, marking Bihar’s
first high-performance computing (HPC) facility. The PARAM Rudra
supercomputer at IIT-Patna has been launched under which national initiative?

IIT-UeHT A PARAM ¥& JURG TR HT I¢UTeH [T, ot f[IgR 31 ugdl 18- WRwiay
ST (HPC) GfAUT 7| IIT-USHT H PARAM ¥& YIRS IR H [5H P19 Ugd &
8d Al-d 51 T 37

(a) Digital India Mission

(b) Make in India Programme

(c) National Supercomputing Mission

(d) Startup India Mission

(e) National Super Al Mission

Ans. c

Sol. Param Rudra Supercomputer Launched at IIT-Patna, Bihar

[IT-Patna inaugurated the PARAM Rudra supercomputer, marking Bihar’s first high-
performance computing facility installed under the National Supercomputing Mission
(NSM).

The launch ceremony was presided over by Amitesh Kumar Sinha, Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), highlighting the
government’s push for advanced research infrastructure.

PARAM Rudra is an indigenously developed supercomputer, operating at high
computational capacity and designed to support cutting-edge research across
disciplines including Al, data science, quantum computing, material design, and fluid
mechanics.

Under the National Supercomputing Mission, 37 supercomputers have already been
deployed across India with a combined capacity of 39 petaFLOPS, supporting over
12,000 researchers.

The government plans to add 10 more supercomputers, which will raise India's total
computing capacity to over 100 petaFLOPS in the next phase.

404. Which regulatory body recently imposed a X1 crore penalty on Reliance
General Insurance Company for violations related to outsourcing of activities,
payment of commission, and corporate governance norms?
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3T 1 ¥ fory WIeiedt Siet A SMSTHIRIT, HHIRE tHe 3R HIaRe a4 fadi &
I & I R 9 R SRR U TR 31 HRAS BT T T 872
(a) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
(b) Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
(c) Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI)
(d) Ministry of Finance
(e) Department of Financial Services
Ans. c
Sol. IRDAI Imposes X1 Crore Penalty on Reliance General Insurance for Regulatory
Violations
The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has imposed a
X1 crore penalty on Reliance General Insurance Company for violations related to
outsourcing norms, commission payments, and corporate governance guidelines.
One major violation involved engaging an individual agent of another insurer for
advertising and publishing services, which breached regulatory norms governing
insurer-agent relationships.
About Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI)
e Established- In the year 1999 under the IRDA Act, 1999
e Headquarters- Hyderabad, Telangana
e Type- Statutory body under the Ministry of Finance, Government of India
e Current Chairman - Ajay Seth

405. Which company has received RBI's Certificate of Registration (CoR) to
operate as an NBFC?

T S B NBFC & ¥U H HTd B & folg RBI | USITHRUT THTUITS (CoR) UTH
g3 a?

(a) Aryaman Financial Services Ltd

(b) Aryaman Capital Markets Ltd

(c) Aryaman Investments Pvt Ltd

(d) Aryaman Finance (India) Ltd

(e) Aryaman Securities Ltd

Ans.d

Sol. Aryaman Finance (India) Ltd Gets RBI Nod to Operate as Non-Banking Financial
Company (NBFC)

Aryaman Finance (India) Ltd, a wholly owned subsidiary of Aryaman Financial Services
Ltd (AFSL), has received a Certificate of Registration (CoR) from the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) to commence operations as a Non-Banking Financial Company (NBFC).
AFSL is a Mumbai-based SEBI-registered Category-I merchant banker, engaged in
activities such as lead management, syndication of IPOs/FPOs/Rights Issues/QIPs, PIPE
deals, VC funding, and other fund-raising activities.

The CoR allows the WOS to operate as a Type Il NBFC (Non-Deposit taking — Investment
and Credit Company), enabling it to provide credit and investment services without
accepting public deposits.
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406. Who has been named the captain of India’s U19 cricket team for the ICC
Men’s Under-19 World Cup 2026?

ST U IO 383-19 fIy FU 2026 & T YRGBt 3is3-19 fohdre S HTFw™
fa T T 32

(a) Vaibhav Sooryavanshi

(b) Vihaan Malhotra

(c) Ayush Mhatre

(d) R.S. Ambrish

(e) Mohamed Enaan

Ans. c

Sol. Ayush Mhatre Named India U19 Captain for ICC Men’s World Cup 2026

Ayush Mhatre has been named captain of India’s squad for the ICC Men’s Under-19
World Cup 2026, scheduled in Zimbabwe and Namibia from January 15 to February 6.
Mhatre and vice-captain Vihaan Malhotra will miss the pre-tournament South Africa
tour (Jan 3-7) due to wrist injuries, with Vaibhav Sooryavanshi leading the side in their
absence.

The India U19 World Cup squad features five-time champions India in Group A
alongside New Zealand, USA, and Bangladesh, with the team opening against the USA on
January 15 at Queens Sports Club, Bulawayo.

407. Who won the open section of the World Rapid Chess Championship 2025?
93 ¥US 99 AUFIRIT 2025 FT 3 TR faa sftar

(a) Vladislav Artemiev

(b) Arjun Erigaisi

(c) Magnus Carlsen

(d) Nihal Sarin

(e) R. Praggnanandhaa

Ans. c

Sol. Magnus Carlsen and Aleksandra Goryachkina Clinch World Rapid Chess
Championship

Magnus Carlsen and Aleksandra Goryachkina won the World Rapid Chess
Championship, with Carlsen taking the open section and Goryachkina triumphing in the
women'’s section after tie-breaks.

India’s Arjun Erigaisi and Koneru Humpy won bronze in the open and women's sections,
respectively, while other Indian players like B. Savitha Shri (4th), R. Vaishali (5th), and
Divya Deshmukh (8th) also performed strongly.

In the open event, Carlsen scored 10.5 points, Vladislav Artemiev was second, and Arjun
Erigaisi scored 9.5 points for third place, while other Indian players like Aravindh
Chithambaram (16th), Nihal Sarin (19th), and R. Praggnanandhaa (28th) also
participated.
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408. Brigitte Bardot, who passed away at the age of 91, was a legendary actress
from which country?

fafore srste, ot 91 @ 1 39 # fem 3 wan, 98 frw 3= ot uxrg vt
4

(a) Italy

(b) France

(c) USA

(d) Spain

(e) Germany

Ans.b

Sol. French Cinema Icon Brigitte Bardot Dies at 91

French actress Brigitte Bardot, aged 91, has passed away, remembered as a cinema icon
who revolutionised 1950s French cinema and became a symbol of sexual liberation.
Bardot acted in nearly 50 films, including the famous “And God Created Woman”, before
retiring in 1973 to focus on animal welfare through the Brigitte Bardot Foundation.
While widely celebrated, her later life was marked by controversy, including
homophobic slurs and fines for inciting racial hatred, though French leaders like
Emmanuel Macron and Marine Le Pen paid tribute to her talent, courage, and cultural
impact.

409. Khaleda Zia, Bangladesh'’s first female Prime Minister and a key figure in the
country’s politics, passed away at the age of 80 after a prolonged illness. Khaleda
Zia was associated with which political party?

TEATCRT D1 Ugel Afgar gur= #:i iR =1 &1 IS | U T gt @iferer forar
BT ddl THRY & 91¢ 80 a9 &1 g W e 81 a1 @rferer foran fovw Ireifas ga
q st i

(a) Awami League

(b) Jatiya Party

(c) Bangladesh Nationalist Party

(d) Jamaat-e-Islami

(e) Workers Party

Ans. c

Sol. Bangladesh'’s First Female Prime Minister Khaleda Zia Passes Away at 80

Khaleda Zia, Bangladesh'’s first female Prime Minister and a key figure in the country’s
politics, passed away at the age of 80 after a prolonged illness, as confirmed by the
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP).

She served as Prime Minister twice—first after winning the 1991 election and again
during 2001-2006, with long-standing political rivalry against Sheikh Hasina shaping
Bangladesh’s political landscape.

Her death comes ahead of the February parliamentary elections, where the BNP is seen
as the frontrunner; her son and party’s acting chairman Tarique Rahman recently
returned from 17 years in self-exile and is considered a strong prime ministerial
contender.
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410. According to the Hurun India Rich List 2025, who emerged as the wealthiest
Indian-origin tech executive?

Hurun India Rich List 2025 & 3R, 94 3HR URHH-Td ¢ Taeiiagfed oA
=12

(a) Sundar Pichai

(b) Satya Nadella

(c) Jayshree Ullal

(d) Parul Tyagi

(e) Nikesh Arora

Ans. c

Sol. Hurun India Rich List 2025: Jayshree Ullal Emerges as Wealthiest Indian-Origin
Tech Executive

Indian-origin billionaire Jayshree Ullal, CEO and President of Arista Networks, topped
the list of wealthiest tech executives of Indian origin, surpassing Sundar Pichai and Satya
Nadella.

A British-born Indian-origin leader, Ullal has been heading Arista Networks since 2008;
earlier, she worked with Cisco Systems, AMD, and Fairchild Semiconductor, and is based
in Santa Clara, California.

She studied at Convent of Jesus & Mary, New Delhi, earned engineering degrees from
San Francisco State University and Santa Clara University, and received an Honorary
Doctorate in Engineering in 2025.

With a net worth of $5.7 billion, Ullal ranks 713th globally; Arista Networks reported $7
billion revenue in 2024, with her wealth rising steadily amid the Al and software boom.

411. Which institution will host eight disciplines of the World Police & Fire Games
2029?

World Police & Fire Games 2029 ®1 3T UTAIATSH &t ASIQIT B IF B2

(a) Sardar Patel Sports Complex

(b) Gujarat Sports Authority

(c) Rashtriya Raksha University

(d) Indian Olympic Association

(e) Lal Bahadur Shastri Academy

Ans. c

Sol. RRU to Host Eight Disciplines of World Police & Fire Games 2029, Marking India’s
Hosting Debut

Rashtriya Raksha University (RRU), Gujarat will host eight disciplines of the World
Police & Fire Games 2029, marking India’s first time as host of this Olympic-style global
event for police and fire service personnel.

The disciplines to be hosted at RRU include Wrist Wrestling, Bench Press, Bodybuilding,
Cross Country (10 km), Push-Pull Lifting, Muster, Indoor Rowing, and Darts, leveraging
the university’s advanced sports infrastructure.
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The biennial World Police & Fire Games attracts thousands of participants; at the 2025
USA edition, over 9,000 athletes competed in 60+ sports, with India winning more than
600 medals.

RRU will also host the 2nd International Olympic Research Conference (IORC) 2026 in
Gandhinagar (Jan 27-30), themed “Building a Sustainable Olympic Ecosystem”, featuring
a two-day anti-doping workshop in collaboration with NADA.

412. The Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya National Academy of Social Security
(PDUNASS) has signed an MoU with which institution to embed ethics in social
security administration?

ufEa Seara Ut TS & preut (e iguaueae) A3
ATHTOS JRET U= o &1 YA $31 & fore forg IxT & Iy v
HHFIIAT 19 W gEeR fPu g2

(a) Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of Administration

(b) National Institute of Public Finance and Policy

(c) IC Centre for Governance

(d) Indian Institute of Public Administration

(e) Centre for Policy Research

Ans. c

Sol. PDUNASS and IC Centre for Governance Partner to Embed Ethical Leadership in
EPFO Administration

The Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya National Academy of Social Security (PDUNASS), the
apex training institute of EPFO, signed an MoU with the IC Centre for Governance
(ICCfG) in New Delhi to embed ethical leadership in social security administration.
The partnership aims to integrate moral integrity, ethical leadership, and technical
expertise among EPFO officers amid ongoing digital and Ease of Living reforms.

The collaboration supports Mission Karmayogi, shifting from rule-based compliance to
role-based ethical competence, with emphasis on transparency, accountability, and
empathy.

A tiered annual training framework has been introduced, including residential
leadership programs for Group A’ officers at ICCfG and citizen-centric conduct training
for Group ‘B’ officers at PDUNASS.

413. Bhutan spinner Sonam Yeshey created history by becoming the first bowler
to take an eight-wicket haul in a men’s T20 International, setting a new world
record. Against which country did Sonam Yeshey achieve his record-breaking
eight-wicket haul?

Y™ & U I A= A 73Ul & T20 ST H 3116 fade o+ a1dt ued dears
TP sfaerT v faa, 3R ue a1 98 Ravis sammn gu I A fradwr &
e ST fRis dig arar sire fade &1 sr-Am fHhan

(a) Nepal

(b) Thziland

(c) China
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(d) Myanmar

(e) Malaysia

Ans. d

Sol. Bhutan’s Sonam Yeshey Creates History with Record 8-Wicket Haul in Men’s T20
International

Bhutan spinner Sonam Yeshey created history by becoming the first bowler to take an
eight-wicket haul in a men’s T20 International, setting a new world record.

The 22-year-old left-arm spinner achieved the feat during the third T201I against
Myanmar at Gelephu Mindfulness City, Bhutan, on December 26.

Sonam Yeshey returned sensational figures of 8 wickets for just 7 runs, bowling
Myanmar out for 45 while defending Bhutan'’s total of 127 /9.

Earlier, the best bowling figures in T20Is were 7/8 by Malaysia’s Syazrul Idrus (2023),
while only a few bowlers, including Ali Dawood, Colin Ackermann and Taskin Ahmed,
have taken seven wickets in T20 matches.

414. Who won the Women's Singles title at the 87th Senior National Badminton
Championships?

87d R A dsfiie g & afzar Rivten o1 fGare foem shtar?

(a) Tanvi Patri

(b) Shikha Gautam

(c) Ashwini Bhat K

(d) Radhika Sharma

(e) Surya Charishma Tamiri

Ans. e

Sol. Surya Charishma Tamiri Clinches Women'’s Singles Title at 87th Senior National
Badminton Championships

Surya Charishma Tamiri won the Women'’s Singles title at the 87th Senior National
Badminton Championships in Vijayawada, staging a comeback to defeat Tanvi Patri 17-
21, 21-12, 21-14.

Rithvik Sanjeevi S clinched the Men'’s Singles title defeating Bharat Raghav 21-16, 22-20,
while A. Hariharan and Ruban Kumar won the Men’s Doubles 24-22, 21-17.

Former champions Shikha Gautam and Ashwini Bhat K reclaimed the Women'’s Doubles
title, and Sathwik Reddy K and Radhika Sharma won the Mixed Doubles championship
with a 21-9, 21-15 victory.
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