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1. Which company’s board has approved the merger with its holding company
Go Digit Infoworks Services?

g HU-t & IS A UL @%‘T HUAT Go Digit Infoworks Services & 91y faeg
oI Ut & 72

(a) ICICI Lombard General Insurance

(b) HDFC ERGO General Insurance

(c) Bajaj Allianz General Insurance

(d) Go Digit General Insurance

(e) Tata AIG General Insurance

Ans. d

Sol. Go Digit General Insurance Board Approves Merger with Holding Company in
Landmark Move

The Go Digit General Insurance board has approved the merger of its holding
company, Go Digit Infoworks Services, with the listed insurer, marking a landmark
move.

This will be the first merger of an insurance company with a non-insurance holding
company following recent liberalisation of insurance laws.

The scheme of amalgamation under Sections 230-232 of the Companies Act requires
approvals from shareholders, creditors, and regulators including IRDAI, SEBI, stock
exchanges, and NCLT.

2. LIC has partnered with which company to expand insurance access in rural
and semi-urban India?

Lic 7 arior 3R sref-wrgdt uRa A v ugw 9eM & o g Hu & Ty
TR B 7

(a) CSC e-Governance Services

(b) India Post Payments Bank

(c) Bajaj Finserv

(d) Sahaj Insurance Services Pvt. Ltd.

(e) None of above

Ans.d

Sol. LIC Partners with Sahaj Insurance Services to Expand Insurance Reach in Rural
India

LIC has entered into a strategic partnership with Sahaj Insurance Services Pvt. Ltd. to
expand insurance penetration in rural and semi-urban India.

Sahaj's assisted digital service network will help citizens understand, enrol in, and
manage LIC life insurance policies, especially in low-awareness regions.
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Sahaj Insurance Services, a wholly owned subsidiary of Sahaj Retail under the Kanoria
Foundation initiative, holds a corporate agency licence from IRDAI to distribute
insurance products nationwide.

3. Who has been appointed as the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) from January 2026?

WA’ 2026 T YYF Y IRVMH IS (UNHCR) & =0 d fd g fasa
T 8?

(a) Antonio Guterres

(b) Filippo Grandi

(c) Volker Tiirk

(d) Barham Salih

(e) Michelle Bachelet

Ans.d

Sol. Barham Salih Appointed as UN High Commissioner for Refugees from January
2026

The United Nations General Assembly has appointed former Iraqi President Barham
Salih as the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

His tenure will be for five years, commencing on January 1, 2026.

He will succeed Filippo Grandi of Italy as the head of the refugee agency.

The UNHCR is responsible for the protection and support of refugees, displaced
persons, and stateless people worldwide.

4. What is the name of the digital communication platform launched by the
Rajasthan government for medical education?
;mmwﬁﬁrmmm&n%maﬁﬂm%ﬁmwmaﬁrﬁm
(a) e-Rajasthan Health

(b) e-Swasthya Samvad

(c) MedEdu Connect

(d) Health Samvad Portal

(e) DigiMedical Rajasthan

Ans. b

Sol. Rajasthan Launches "e-Swasthya Samvad” Digital Platform to Strengthen Medical
Education Governance

The Rajasthan government has launched a new digital communication platform, “e-
Swasthya Samvad,” to enhance governance, transparency, and coordination in the
state’s medical education system.
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The initiative has been introduced under the leadership of Chief Minister Bhajanlal
Sharma and Medical Education Minister Gajendra Singh Khimsar as part of
technology-driven health reforms.
e-Swasthya Samvad will act as a dedicated digital interface connecting policymakers
and medical institutions, enabling faster decision-making, real-time monitoring, and
effective policy implementation.
The platform will operate twice a week (Tuesday and Thursday) through video
conferencing, with structured interactions involving senior officials first, followed by
engagement with faculty, doctors, nursing staff, students, and the public.
About Rajasthan

e Capital - Jaipur

e Chief Minister — Bhajan Lal Sharma (replace Ashok Gehlot)

o Deputy Chief Minister - Diya Kumari and Premchand Bairwa

e Governor - Haribhau Bagade

5. What is the name of the new digital payments platform being launched by
Rediff.com India Ltd., which has received TPAP license approval from NPCI and
aims to provide secure, interoperable UPI services while promoting financial
inclusion across India?

Rediff.com India Ltd. §RT @1-d fosa1 &1 ¥a1 =11 fSfored dde wew  fa A 4
ST STeT €, fort NPCI & TPAP @IS E @t Hopdt fireft 8 ofiv ot WRd o JRiam,
Se3ATITS UPI FaTE UeH HRd g faiia qHTaw= & 9grar 37 &1 deq I1adT 82
(a) RediffPayGo

(b) RedPay

(c) DigiRediff

(d) RediffPay

(e) PayRediff

Ans.d

Sol. Rediff.com Gets NPCI Approval for TPAP License, Begins UPI Testing for RediffPay
Rediff.com India Ltd. has received final approval from NPCI for its Third-Party
Application Provider (TPAP) license, enabling the launch of RediffPay.

The company has started Closed User Group (CUG) testing as a precursor to joining
the Unified Payments Interface (UPI) ecosystem.

RediffPay aims to provide secure, interoperable UPI services, promoting financial
inclusion and facilitating saving, investing, and credit access across India.

6. According to the WADA 2024 report, India recorded 260 positive doping
cases from 7,113 samples (3.6% positivity rate), marking the highest number of

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

x
-
ambitiousbaba.com \Jp‘aiw babali Online Test Series

doping offenders globally for the third consecutive year. Which country
recorded the second-highest proportion of positive doping cases after India in
2024?
18T 2024 Ft NUE & AR, YRT T 7,113 TUd & A 260 Uifored SIUT ure
&Sl fPT 7Y (3.6% WIS fadt Ye), St TR IR A1 graT R | SIfUT &
Tl P HEA HTGT TBAT 81 2024 H URA & q1¢ Uitoried ST ArHa & rgurd o
O Ga4 SUTGT 3uTd {9 321 # &t fopar T
(a) United States
(b) France
(c) Germany
(d) Norway
(e) Pakistan
Ans.d
Sol. India Tops Global Doping List for Third Consecutive Year, WADA 2024 Report
Reveals
According to the WADA 2024 report, India recorded 260 positive doping cases from
7,113 samples (3.6% positivity rate), marking the highest number of doping offenders
globally for the third consecutive year.
Norway documented the second-highest proportion of positive cases at 1.75%,
followed by the U.S. at 1.15%, while countries like China and Germany reported far
fewer violations despite higher testing volumes.
Athletics, weightlifting, and wrestling were the most affected sports in India, with 76,
43, and 29 positive cases respectively, reflecting a persistent pattern in endurance
and strength-based sports.
In response, India has strengthened its anti-doping framework through NADA
reforms, a new anti-doping panel by the Indian Olympic Association, and the
National Anti-Doping (Amendment) Bill, 2025, aligning with global standards.
About World Anti-Doping Agency

e formation- 10 November 1999

e Headquarters- Montreal, Canada

e President- Witold Banka

7. What is the full form of ECTA, the trade agreement between India and
Australia that provides duty-free access to all Indian exports from January 1,
2026, and has contributed to sustained export growth, deeper market access,
and stronger supply-chain resilience for Indian exporters, MSMEs, farmers, and
workers?
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ECTA HT YRT ATH &1 8, HIRd 3R T & & 98 TIR FHShdT ot 1 Fas
2026 ¥ I U frafa wR sydl-1) Telw v war 8 Sk R U
frafa®l, MsMEs, fFamT ok ftrel & forg ke fafa 9fe, T8 s uga
3R UoIgd @S- adrard giAfda foar 82
(a) Economic and Trade Alliance
(b) Export and Trade Agreement
(c) Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement
(d) Export Cooperation Treaty Agreement
(e) Economic Commercial Trade Accord
Ans. c
Sol. Australia to Grant Duty-Free Access to All Indian Exports from January 2026
under ECTA
From January 1, 2026, Australia will provide duty-free access to all Indian exports
under the Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA), marking 100% zero-
duty tariff lines.
The ECTA was an ‘early harvest’ deal, addressing select trade-related issues, while
both countries are negotiating a Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement
(CECA) for broader trade coverage.
India’s exports to Australia grew by 8% in 2024-25, with significant gains across
manufacturing, chemicals, textiles, plastics, pharmaceuticals, petroleum products, and
gems & jewellery.
About Australia

e Capital - Canberra

e Currency - Dollar

e President - Anthony Albanese

8. What is the name of the Chinese military drills conducted around Taiwan in
December 2025?

fedaR 2025 # AI3aM & IRY R T A S ST BT A1 T 72

(a) Dragon Strike 2025

(b) Eastern Shield 2025

(c) Sea-Patrol 2025

(d) Justice Mission 2025

(e) Sovereign Guard 2025

Ans.d

Sol. China Launches “Justice Mission 2025" Military Drills Around Taiwan Amid Rising
Tensions
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The Chinese military has dispatched air, navy, and rocket troops to conduct joint drills
around Taiwan, calling it a "stern warning" against separatist and external
interference forces.

The drills, code-named “Justice Mission 2025", will focus on sea-air combat readiness,
joint seizure of superiority, blockades on key ports, and deterrence around the Taiwan
Strait.

The drills are being conducted by the Eastern Theatre Command of the People's
Liberation Army.

9. Iran recently placed three indigenously developed satellites—Paya, Zafar-2
and Kowsar—into low-Earth orbit as part of its expanding space programme.
Which launch vehicle was used for this satellite launch carried out in
cooperation with another country?

X A 319 B H v favariva siafver erdsopn & e & T 09 W@ Fu &
fao T Swrel-uran, 9R-2 3R PR &1 FAadl-gdl @) sem d wifuq fear 2
GEY &1 & AT | Ty 1T 39 IuUz vavor & fore f&w waiur am &1 Suaht
foam T U2
(a) Falcon-9 (USA)
(b) Long March (China)
(c) PSLV (India)
(d) Ariane-5 (Europe)
(e) Soyuz Rocket (Russia)
Ans. e
Sol. Iran Launches Three Indigenous Satellites into Orbit with Russian Soyuz Rocket
Iran placed three domestically developed satellites—Paya, Zafar-2, and Kowsar
(second unit)—into low-Earth orbit (LEO) using Russian Soyuz launch vehicles, as
confirmed by Iranian state media.
The LEO satellites are meant for civilian uses such as agricultural monitoring, natural
resource management, and environmental assessment in Iran and nearby regions.
Due to Western sanctions and limited access to global launch services, Iran has
increasingly relied on Russia for space launches, with cooperation expanding notably
after 2022.
About Iran

e Capital - Tehran

e Currency - Rial

e President — Masoud Pezeshkian

e Supreme Leader - Ayatollah Sayyed Ali Khamenei
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10. The Indian Air Force’s Software Development Institute (SDI) recently signed
an MoU with which institution for the development of an indigenous digital
communication system for airborne applications?

YR argAAT & HiteddR Saaude S¥lege (SDI) A argeid Suanl & g
ezl fefored Tar yumell & faea aq frd S & 91y gwshdar Ju= ©)
TR P2

(a) lIT Bombay

(b) lIT Kanpur

(c) DRDO

(d) IT Madras

(e) 1ISc Bengaluru

Ans.d

Sol. IAF's SDI Signs MoU with IIT Madras to Develop Indigenous Digital
Communication System for Airborne Use

The Indian Air Force's Software Development Institute (SDI) signed an MoU with IIT
Madras for the joint design and development of an indigenous digital
communication system for airborne applications.

The collaboration supports the vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat, aiming to enhance self-
reliance in defence technology and strengthen India’s strategic capabilities.

The project will develop indigenous, secure and advanced digital communication
systems for use in |IAF aircraft and airborne platforms.

11. Former New Zealand cricketer DougBracewell has announced his
retirement from which level of cricket?

7d itds frdrer S awad A 5 R ot fibdre & H=0 3 Tivon & 32

(a) Only Test cricket

(b) Only limited-overs cricket

(c) Domestic cricket only

(d) Franchise T20 cricket

(e) All forms of international cricket

Ans. e

Sol. Former New Zealand All-Rounder Doug Bracewell Retires from International
Cricket

Former New Zealand all-rounder Doug Bracewell (35) announced his retirement from
all forms of international cricket, ending a 12-year international career with the Black
Caps.

Bracewell represented New Zealand in 28 Tests, 21 ODIs and 20 T20Is, taking 120
wickets and scoring 915 runs across formats.
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He played a crucial role in New Zealand's famous 2011 Test win over Australia at
Hobart, claiming career-best figures of 6 wickets in the second innings.
Recently Retired Players
o  Mohit Sharma (India) - All Forms of Cricket
e Kane Williamson (New Zealand) - T20 Internationals
e Rohan Bopanna (India) - Professional Tennis
Chris Woakes (England) - International Cricket
Sergio Busquets (Spain) - Professional Scooer
Jerome Boateng (German) - Professional Scooer
Samuel Umtiti (France) — Professional Scooer

12. Veteran Malayalam cinema art director K Shekhar, who recently passed
away, was best known for which technical innovation in Indian cinema?

BT gt § e g¢ veraraw R & afvy war fFaxe &. @R URdia REar d
P aiet TR & fog ufrs 32

(a) Use of green screen technology

(b) Motion capture animation

(c) Digital de-aging effects

(d) Anti-gravity room created using practical effects

(e) First use of CGI in Malayalam cinema

Ans.d

Sol. Veteran Malayalam Cinema Art Director K Shekhar Passes Away at 72

Veteran Malayalam cinema art director K Shekhar passed away at the age of 72 at his
residence in Thiruvananthapuram, leaving behind a legacy.of innovation,
craftsmanship and visual creativity in Indian cinema.

He is best known for designing the iconic anti-gravity room in the 3D film “My Dear
Kuttichathan”, created without computers or CGI using a rotating steel set and
practical effects, a landmark achievement in Indian filmmaking.

Inspired by “2001: A Space Odyssey”, Shekhar executed techniques decades ahead of
global cinema; he began his career with “Padayottam” (1982) and later worked on
acclaimed films like “Nokkethadhoorathu Kannum Nattu” and “Onnu Muthal
Poojyam Vare

13. Global Family Day is observed annually on which date?
ted Birel S & ATd fd aRE B 7=/ ST 62

(a) 1 January

(b) 5 January

(c) 6 January
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(d) 7 January

(e) 8 January

Ans. a

Sol. 1 January - Global Family Day

Global Family Day is celebrated every year on 1 January to promote peace, unity and
harmony among people worldwide.

The day evolved from the “One Day in Peace” initiative and emphasises resolving
conflicts through non-violence and understanding.

It highlights the idea that the entire world is one family, encouraging compassion,
tolerance and mutual respect.

14. DRDO Day is celebrated every year on 1 January to mark the achievements
of India’s Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). In which
year was DRDO established?

DRDO a9 &% ITe 1 FHa] & HIRA & 8T SFHU 3R fawy WiTe+ (DRDO)
F ISRl S 7 F T 7-a1 SI1a1 8 1 DRDO &1 RITUAT {6 af g% i

(a) 1947

(b) 1950

(c) 1962

(d) 1975

(e) 1958

Ans. e

Sol. 1 January - DRDO Day

DRDO Day is celebrated every year on 1 January to mark the achievements of India’s
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO).

DRDO was established in 1958, and it has since played a key role in advancing India’s
defence technology.

The day highlights India’s advancements in defence technology, including missiles,
radars, armaments, and aerospace systems.

DRDO Day honours the contributions of scientists and engineers who strengthen
India’s strategic and defence capabilities.

15. How many transactions did UPI record in December 2025, marking its
highest monthly volume ever?

f&¥iaR 2025 # UPI A fram A1eA gof fPE, &Y o T &1 W I AR afegH
87

(a) 20.47 billion

(b) 21.63 billion

(c) 22.10 billion
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(d) 19.85 billion

(e) 21.00 billion

Ans. b

Sol. UPI Sets Record with 21.6 Billion Transactions in December 2025

UPI recorded a record 21.63 billion transactions in December 2025, marking its
highest monthly volume ever, with a total value of ¥27.97 lakh crore.

Daily averages reached nearly 698 million transactions, up from 682 million in
November, showing strong adoption in everyday payments.

Year-on-year, transaction volumes grew 29% and transaction values increased 20%,
with average ticket size around %1,293, highlighting UPI’s shift toward micro-
payments.

For the full year 2025, UPI processed 228.3 billion transactions worth nearly 3300 lakh
crore, capturing 84.8% of retail digital payment volumes in H1 2025.

16. In a landmark achievement for Indian ophthalmology, India’s first-ever 3D
Flex Aqueous Angiography integrated with.iStentitechnology was successfully
performed by which medical institution?

HRAH A7 fRafec & & 7 te tfagifie Suafer s v ¥, 3D wisw ufeaw
TRTIUTH! B iStent AH-I1® & TS HAATYAP Ugalt a1 fbd GRIH gRT fawar
Tr?

(a) All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AlIMS), New Delhi

(b) Post Graduate Institute of Medical Education and Research (PGIMER),
Chandigarh

(c) Safdarjung Hospital, New Delhi

(d) Army Hospital (Research & Referral), Delhi Cantt

(e) Apollo Hospitals, Hyderabad

Ans.d

Sol. Army Hospital Creates History with India’s First 3D Flex Aqueous Angiography
with iStent

India’s first 3D Flex Aqueous Angiography with iStent was successfully performed by
the Ophthalmology Department at Army Hospital (Research & Referral), Delhi Cantt,
marking a major milestone in glaucoma treatment.

The procedure used a stand-mounted Spectralis imaging system and a 3D operating
microscope, enabling real-time visualization of aqueous outflow pathways for highly
precise, minimally invasive surgery.

This breakthrough sets a new benchmark in glaucoma care in India, significantly
improving surgical accuracy, patient outcomes, and positioning Armed Forces
Medical Services among global leaders in ophthalmic innovation.
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17. In a major milestone in global precision medicine, which hospital became
the first in the world to successfully administer ITVISMA, a one-time gene
therapy developed for the treatment of spinal muscular atrophy (SMA), a rare
and progressive neuromuscular disorder?

Ay Rfie AfSRA & &7 7 v Agayul Suafdl & U §, WISTd AP
TSIWT (SMA) FTH® gy 3R WIfa=ie "RIATPpeR I & SUDIR g f[AwRid Us-
SIS Sfi WY ITVISMA @1 Iy # e ugd 59 sRudra gRT Iwadrgds® fear
Tar?

(a) Cleveland Clinic, United States

(b) Mayo Clinic, United States

(c) King Faisal Specialist Hospital, Saudi Arabia

(d) Sheikh Khalifa Medical City, Abu Dhabi

(e) Johns Hopkins Hospital, United States

Ans.d

Sol. Sheikh Khalifa Medical City Makes Global History with First Administration of
ITVISMA Gene Therapy

Sheikh Khalifa Medical City, Abu Dhabi, has become the first hospital in the world to
administer ITVISMA, a one-time gene therapy for spinal muscular atrophy (SMA),
marking a significant milestone in precision medicine.

The therapy was administered under the supervision of the Department of Health,
Abu Dhabi, after receiving regulatory approval, making the UAE the second country
after the United States to authorise this advanced treatment.

Developed by Novartis, ITVISMA targets the genetic root cause of SMA by replacing
the defective SMN1 gene, enabling the production of the survival motor neuron
(SMN) protein.

As a single-dose gene therapy approved for patients aged two years and above,
ITVISMA expands access beyond infant-only treatments and offers the potential for
sustained motor improvement with reduced long-term treatment dependence.

18. The National Test House (NTH) recently signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with which organisation to strengthen quality assurance
in national highway projects?

P U&7 T8 (NTH) 7 IP1T It aRAe=13i # urasit STy o1 7eigd
B P T fH TRIT S AU JHSET U (MoU) TR BT fpu?

(a) Central Road Research Institute (CRRI)

(b) Ministry of Road Transport & Highways

(c) Indian Roads Congress

(d) National Highways Authority of India (NHAI)

(e) Border Roads Organisation
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Ans. d

Sol. NTH and NHAI Sign MoU to Enhance Quality Assurance in National Highway
Projects

National Test House (NTH) has signed an MoU with the National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) to strengthen quality control, inspection and third-party testing in
national highway and infrastructure projects.

Under the agreement, NTH will be empanelled as a recognised laboratory for NHAI,
allowing highway construction and allied work samples to be sent for scientific
testing and inspection.

Established in 1912 and functioning under the Department of Consumer Affairs, NTH
will also support NHAI through online test requests, digital payments, nodal officer
coordination and expert participation in technical committees.

19. As part of a ¥4,666 crore defence procurement programme aimed at
enhancing India’s underwater'combat capabilities, the Ministry of Defence
signed a contract for the procurement and integration of 48 Heavy Weight
Torpedoes. These torpedoes are specifically intended to-strengthen the
operational and strike capability of which class of submarines of the Indian
Navy?

34,666 PIIS b &I SATUUTY FRIHH & d8d, URd DI U5 I& &HdT Bl Jeg
B & IR | I&T HATAY 7 48 3t Ae RS B Wi Ud THIH01 3 S
forar1 3 Tivdist URda AT 9t fea Aot 3t Tgferal 1 ufvares vd smerie
T DI Holgd HI?

(a) Arihant Class Submarines

(b) Shishumar Class Submarines

(c) Sindhughosh Class Submarines

(d) Kalvari Class (P-75) Submarines

(e) Chakra Class Submarines

Ans.d

Sol. MoD Signs %4,666 Crore Defence Contracts for CQB Carbines and Heavy Weight
Torpedoes

The Ministry of Defence (MoD) signed defence procurement contracts worth 34,666
crore for the acquisition of Close Quarter Battle (CQB) Carbines and Heavy Weight
Torpedoes, in the presence of Defence Secretary Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh at South
Block, New Delhi.

This move aligns with the ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat' initiative, aiming to replace legacy
weapon systems and equip Indian soldiers with modern, world-class combat
capabilities.

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X

-» .
ambitiousbaba.com \%)‘ambl% babaf Online Test Series

A contract worth around 31,896 crore was signed with WASS Submarine Systems
S.R.L, Italy, for the procurement and integration of 48 Heavy Weight Torpedoes for
the Kalvari Class (P-75) submarines of the Indian Navy, significantly boosting their
combat strength.

In FY 2025-26, the MoD has signed capital acquisition contracts worth ¥1,82,492
crore, reflecting a major push towards modernisation of the Indian Armed Forces.

20. The Delhi government has partnered with which institute to launch the Al-
based Unified Grievance Redressal System?

ol PR A Al-3menia gfwrss Rerad Farur yumelt 3= #33 & foe fea
HRIH & 1Y AIeR 31 82

(a) lIT Delhi

(b) 1ISc Bangalore

(c) NIT Kurukshetra

(d) lIT Kanpur

(e) AlIMS Delhi

Ans.d

Sol. Delhi Govt Partners with IIT Kanpur to Launch Al-Based Unified Grievance
Redressal System

The Delhi government, in partnership with lIIT Kanpur, will launch an Al-based Unified
Grievance Redressal System to ensure faster complaint resolution and real-time
monitoring.

The system will integrate multiple grievance portals—including PGMS, LG Listening
Post, and the Centralised Public Grievance Redress and Monitoring System—into a
single unified dashboard for smarter analysis and quicker action.

Advanced Al features like semantic search, root cause analysis, automatic grievance
routing, and digitisation of complaint documents will enhance efficiency, accuracy,
and accountability in handling public grievances.

IIT Kanpur will manage system integration, cybersecurity audits, and portal
maintenance, aiming to improve transparency, efficiency, and performance-based
evaluation of departments and regions in grievance resolution.

21. Who has been assigned the additional charge of Director General of the
National Investigation Agency (NIA) by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)?
% PR & T[E HATTT (MHA) 3 BT W19 TIRA (NIA) & HRTHRRIS B
Sifafved yuR 5 it 2

(a) Sadanand Vasant Date

(b) Rajesh Kumar Singh
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(c) Rakesh Aggarwal

(d) Alok Verma

(e) Dineshwar Sharma

Ans. c

Sol. Rakesh Aggarwal Assigned Additional Charge as Interim DG of NIA Following
Sadanand Date’s Repatriation

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has assigned the additional charge of NIA
Director General to Rakesh Aggarwal following the premature repatriation of the
incumbent DG, Sadanand Vasant Date, to his parent cadre.

Rakesh Aggarwal, a 1994-batch Himachal Pradesh cadre IPS officer and current
Special Director General of NIA, will hold the interim charge until a regular DG is
appointed or further orders are issued.

22. Who has been appointed as the Director General of the Directorate General
of Foreign Trade (DGFT)?
fFa STTeNe SR 3ITh BIRA ¢S (DGFT) &1 Heli-e=I fAga favar mar g2

(a) Rabindra Kumar Agarwal
(b) Srikant Nagulapalli
(c) Nidhi Pandey
(d) Ashutosh Agnihotri
(e) Lav Aggarwal
Ans. e
Sol. Lav Aggarwal Appointed DG of DGFT Amid Key Bureaucratic Reshuffle
Lav Aggarwal has been appointed as Director General of the Directorate General of
Foreign Trade (DGFT), approved by the Appointments. Committee of the Cabinet as
part of a bureaucratic reshuffle.

Rabindra Kumar Agarwal, currently Additional Secretary in the Ministry of
Cooperation, has been appointed as Chairman & Managing Director of the Food
Corporation of India (FCI), replacing Ashutosh Agnihotri, who is now Additional
Secretary in the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change.

Srikant Nagulapalli, Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Power, has been
appointed as Director General of Hydrocarbons in the Ministry of Petroleum &
Natural Gas.

Nidhi Pandey, currently Joint Secretary in the Department of Atomic Energy, will now
serve as Additional Secretary, Department of Atomic Energy, taking over a key
administrative role.
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23. Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel recently granted in-principle
approval for the establishment of a new research organisation aimed at
accelerating artificial intelligence research and development in the state. What
is the name of this organisation?

ToRTd & GEIE! YUs ued = g1 &1 # ey ® iy gfSww (A1) Sr™ium iR
fa®ra o a9 H & T U ¢ MY 16 Bt URFUS Wipfa & 59 16 &1
AT T 37
(a) National Al Research Council
(b) Gujarat Al Innovation Hub
(c) Al Research & Development Institute
(d) Indian Al Research Organisation
(e) Al Science and Technology Centre
Ans.d
Sol. Gujarat CM Approves Establishment of Indian Al Research Organisation (IAIRO)
to Boost Al R&D
Gujarat CM Bhupendra Patel granted in-principle approval for the establishment of
the Indian Al Research Organisation (IAIRO) to boost Al research and development in
the state.
The facility will be set up as a public-private partnership (PPP) through collaboration
between the State government, Central government, and Indian Pharmaceutical
Alliance (IPA), with operations based in GIFT City, Gandhinagar, as a Section 8 non-
profit entity.
The estimated budget for the first five years is 3300 crore, equally contributed by the
State, Centre, and private partner, with IPA contributing 25 crore in 2025-26; the
alliance includes 23 leading pharmaceutical companies such as Cipla, Sun Pharma,
and Torrent Pharmaceuticals.
IAIRO will function as a multidisciplinary Al hub, focusing on advanced R&D, Al
product development, academic-industry-government collaboration, intellectual
property creation, capacity building, and policy-oriented research, supporting sectors
like healthcare, education, and agriculture.
About Gujarat

e Capital- Gandhinagar

e Chief Minister- Bhupendra Rajnikant Patel

e Governor- Acharya Devvrat

24. Who inaugurated the ¥227 crore redeveloped Batadrava Than, the
birthplace of Srimanta Sankardeva, in Assam’s Nagaon district?

3TN & NI o | 227 RIS IW | [AISH Ry gergar 4=, S HfiHd P
BT TR B, BT IguTe fha- fHan
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(a) Himanta Biswa Sarma

(b) Sarbananda Sonowal

(c) Amit Shah

(d) Bimal Bora

(e) Pabitra Margherita

Ans. c

Sol. Amit Shah Inaugurates %227 Crore Redeveloped Batadrava Than Honouring
Srimanta Sankardeva in Assam

Union Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated the %227 crore redeveloped Batadrava
Than, the birthplace of Vaishnavite saint Srimanta Sankardeva, in Assam's Nagaon
district.

The decision to redevelop the site, named as Mahapurush Srimanta Sankardeva
Abhirbhav Kshetra, was first proposed in the 2021-22 State budget.

The project has been designed not only make the historic site a major tourist
attraction but also to reflect the life, ideals, and artistic heritage associated with
Mahapurush Sankardeva and the broader cultural traditions of the State.

25. Despite a cumulative reduction of 125 basis points in the RBI’s repo rate
during the ongoing easing cycle, the Central Government has continued to keep
interest rates unchanged on various small savings schemes such as PPF and
Sukanya Samriddhi. For how many consecutive quarters have these interest
rates been retained without any revision?

ARAIATS GRT HISIGT S el Tb b GRT YU & W Fd 125 SATUR 3Pl Dt
Heldl & Ta9[G, % IXPR A PPF 3N H=a1 Y ot Sit a9 qrorrai ot
TS X1 1 T et arqema & o1l 3@ 1 & ST o) eTaR fopat famreat |
rafyafda o+t g8 &2

(a) Six quarters

(b) Seven quarters

(c) Eight quarters

(d) Nine quarters

(e) Ten quarters

Ans. c

Sol. Government Retains Interest Rates on Small Savings Schemes for 8th Straight
Quarter

The government has kept interest rates unchanged for 12 small savings schemes,
including PPF and Sukanya Samriddhi, for the March quarter, marking the 8th
consecutive quarter with no rate revision.
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This decision comes despite a 125 basis points cut in the repo rate by the RBI over
the past year, bringing the policy rate down to 5.25% during the ongoing easing
cycle.
As per the Department of Economic Affairs, PPF will continue to offer 7.1% interest,
while Sukanya Samriddhi accounts will earn 8.2% during the March quarter.
Interest rates for other schemes such as Senior Citizen Savings Scheme (8.2%), NSC
(7.7%), Kisan Vikas Patra (7.5%), Savings Deposits (4%), and various time and
recurring deposits have also been retained.
Collections from small savings schemes help finance the Centre’s fiscal deficit; the
government plans to raise ¥3.43 lakh crore in FY26 from the National Small Savings
Fund as it targets reducing the fiscal deficit to 4.4% of GDP.
Saving Schemes Interest rates for January 2026 — March 2026

Post Office Savings Deposit- 4 per cent

Post Office Monthly Income Account- 7.4 percent

1-Year Post Office Time Deposits- 6.9 percent

2-Year Post Office Time Deposits- 7.0 percent

3-Year Post Office Time Deposits- 7.1 percent

5-Year Post Office Time Deposits- 7.5 percent

5-Year Recurring Deposits- 6.7 percent

Senior Citizens Savings Scheme- 8.2 per cent

Sukanya Samriddhi Account- 8.2 per cent

National Saving Certificates (NSC)- 7.7 percent

Kisan Vikas Patra- 7.5 percent (will mature in 115 months)

Public Provident Fund- 7.1 per cent

26. With the objective of strengthening service delivery, transparency, and
community ownership in rural drinking water systems, Union Jal Shakti
Minister C. R. Patil virtually launched Jal Seva Aankalan. This initiative functions
as a Gram Panchayat-led digital self-assessment tool hosted on the Jal Jeevan
Mission portal. Jal Seva Aankalan has been launched under which of the
following flagship government missions?

URftoT UeTe yonferat § FaT faaRvr, URERIaT 3R ARIEIRe wifia &Y Aeigd

P & Ie=T A Fog ofd Mfad WA /. AR, wifed A a1 Fa1 v B I3
P11 Ug Usd oId Sita- (R UIdd UR SUASH ATH YETId-—qed a1 (Sfored w@-

Yo UGV ¢ | ofd AT e FAufafed # 9 f5a e et A &

Sfata &= forar mar @2

(a) Swachh Bharat Mission

(b) Atal Bhujal Yojana
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(c) Jal Shakti Abhiyan

(d) Jal Jeevan Mission

(e) AMRUT Mission

Ans.d

Sol. C R Patil Launches ‘Jal Seva Aankalan’ to Boost Community-Led Water
Governance under Jal Jeevan Mission

Union Jal Shakti Minister C R Patil virtually launched Jal Seva Aankalan to strengthen
service delivery and community ownership under the Jal Jeevan Mission.

Jal Seva Aankalan is a Gram Panchayat-led digital assessment tool available on the Jal
Jeevan Mission portal to evaluate drinking water service functionality at the village
level.

The initiative is designed as a community-owned self-assessment, reducing
dependence on infrequent and costly third-party surveys, with all Har Ghar Jal Gram
Panchayats required to complete it by 26 January next year.

The tool will empower Gram Panchayats, strengthen democratic decision-making
through Gram Sabhas, ensure transparency, and help identify service delivery gaps
early for timely corrective action.

27. According to the RBI’s Trend and Progress of Banking in India for FY25
report, what was the total number of ATMs in the country as of March 31,
2025?

RBI #1 33 TS W 3iTw afdh 37 $far ry2s Ruid & 3R 31 urd 2025 9%
3% A o ien # wE fead 9

(a) 2,45,000

(b) 2,48,600

(c) 2,51,057

(d) 2,53,417

(e) 2,56,800

Ans. c

Sol. ATM Numbers Decline in FY25 as Digitisation Rises, Bank Branch Network
Continues to Expand: RBI Report

According to the RBI's Trend and Progress of Banking in India for FY25, the total
number of ATMs declined moderately to 2,51,057 as of March 31, 2025, primarily due
to the increased digitisation of payments, which reduced customer dependence on
cash transactions.

Both public and private sector banks reduced their ATM networks, with private banks’
ATMs falling to 77,117 and public sector banks” ATMs declining to 1,33,544, largely
because of the closure of offsite ATMs.
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In contrast, independently-run white label ATMs increased to 36,216, while ATM
distribution showed that PSBs had a balanced rural-urban spread, whereas private
and foreign banks were concentrated in urban and metropolitan areas.

Despite digital alternatives, bank branches continued to expand, rising by 2.8% to
1.64 lakh branches, with PSBs leading new openings, particularly in rural and semi-
urban centres, reflecting a continued focus on financial inclusion.

28. Which two institutions signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for
Contact Point Verification of informal micro enterprises registered on the
Udyam Assist Platform?

ST ARRE WewiH W Uoligd SIYRRG G&H STHl & 6ud fog T &
fore fop1 &Y IR A FHEGT JTUT (MoU) TR gwaR fou?

(a) Ministry of MSME and NABARD

(b) Department of Financial Services and RBI

(c) Ministry of Communications and NABARD

(d) Department of Posts and SIDBI

(e) India Post Payments Bank and SBI

Ans.d

Sol. India Post and SIDBI Sign MoU to Verify Informal Micro Enterprises on Udyam
Assist Platform

The Department of Posts and SIDBI have signed an MoU to conduct Contact Point
Verification (CPV) of informal micro enterprises registered on the Udyam Assist
Platform, aiming to enhance data integrity, formalisation, and access to institutional
credit.

Under the collaboration, India Post will leverage its nationwide network of over 1.64
lakh post offices and trained field workforce to carry out on-ground, geo-tagged
verification of enterprise details using a SIDBI-developed CPV mobile application.
SIDBI, the principal financial institution for MSME development, will provide the
digital platform, backend infrastructure, operational guidelines, and training, with the
MoU valid for two years (Dec 31, 2025-Dec 30, 2027) and provisions for extension,
data security, and compliance.

29. IDFC FIRST Bank has launched “Gaj: Credit Card”, a premium, invitation-only
metal credit card exclusively designed for the Bank’s high-net-worth individual
(HNI) private banking customers. The design of the Gaj: Credit Card draws
inspiration from which cultural symbol in Sanskrit philosophy?

IDFC FIRST §& 9 "TI91: thfsc Bre" Al-d fhar g, Sl U WitmH, Rk safaesa w®
frem arer Ao »iee #18 3, o TN IR R 9% & g8-Ae-ad sfsfagem
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(HNI) TTgde ST Heend & forg fewrs= faran an §1 7ot HfSe w18 o1 fewms=
H¥pd g3 | forw wivpfae udte & IR 82
(a) Ashva (Horse)
(b) Mayura (Peacock)
(c) Gaj (Elephant)
(d) Kamal (Lotus)
(e) Nandi (Bull)
Ans. c
Sol. IDFC FIRST Bank Launches ‘Gaj:" Invitation-Only Premium Metal Credit Card for
HNIs
IDFC FIRST Bank has launched “Gaj: Credit Card”, a premium, invitation-only metal
credit card exclusively designed for the Bank's high-net-worth individual (HNI) private
banking customers.
Gaj: Credit Card is the pinnacle of the Ashva—Mayura—Gaj trilogy, drawing inspiration
from Sanskrit philosophy, where Gaj (Elephant) symbolises majesty, wisdom, stability,
and sovereign power.
The card features a distinctive twin-elephant metal design, crafted to reflect Indian
heritage and excellence, positioning it as a premium global offering with a strong
cultural identity.
Recent Facilities Launched in Banking & Insurance Sector
e (Canara Bank Launches ‘Canara aiTPe;, Unified Next-Gen UPI App for Seamless
Digital Payments
South Indian Bank Launches RuPay Contactless ‘SIB Paytag’ NFC Payment
Sticker
Amazon Pay Launches UPI Biometric Authentication for Faster, PIN-Free
Transactions (Max Limit Rs 5,000 )
Bank of Baroda Launches ‘Masterstroke’ Campaign Featuring Sachin
Tendulkar to Promote Key Retail Banking Products
PNB Launches Premium ‘Luxura’ RuPay Metal Card

30. Recently, India successfully conducted a salvo launch of two ‘Pralay’ missiles
off the Odisha coast during user evaluation trials. The missile is an indigenously
developed, solid-propellant, quasi-ballistic surface-to-surface missile with a
strike range of 150 km to 500 km. Which organisation is responsible for the
development and successful testing of the ‘Pralay’ missile system?

T4 &1 #, HIRT 9 Yok SA0YURE o1ad & SR NS de A & ‘'wera frarsal &1
Twd dedl = forar| g8 frarga &1 81 faefa, wifers-mide, wril-
AT Rb-g-TRd ffIga § e wig® ¥ 150 km 9 500 km 3|
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'%7 - foraTsa Rivew & Saaude 3R a0a ¢RET & g o1 w1 |ired frmigR
(a) Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)

(b) Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL)

(c) Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)

(d) Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL)

(e) Indian Ordnance Factories

Ans. c

Sol. India Successfully Conducts Salvo Launch of Indigenous ‘Pralay’ Ballistic Missiles
off Odisha Coast

India successfully conducted a salvo launch of two indigenously developed ‘Pralay’
missiles off the Odisha coast as part of user evaluation trials.

The test was carried out by DRDO and witnessed by officials from the Indian Army,
Indian Air Force, and industry partners involved in development and production.
'Pralay’ is a surface-to-surface, short-range ballistic missile with a strike range of 150—
500 km, capable of carrying multiple warhead types and equipped with advanced
guidance systems for high precision.

31. Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired an important review
meeting of PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance and Timely Implementation), the
ICT-enabled multi-modal platform aimed at accelerating infrastructure projects
and governance reforms, in New Delhi. This meeting marked which numbered
edition of PRAGATI?

G ﬁ H gU=EA NG 'lﬂ'cﬂ 3 T-I'QF ﬁ'c_vﬁ H PRAGATI (Pro-Active Governance and
Timely Implementation) DI TP qﬂﬁ'{ufﬂ'lﬂ&ﬂ ST B & B, T W’I’cﬁ
<iaT ufedioTait iR M- GURT B 7ITd 37 8 TP ICT-TRd 5d 31 T8
PRAGATI &1 Bi-1-Ht 8o 2

(a) 45th

(b) 48th

(c) 50th

(d) 52nd

(e) 55th

Ans. c

Sol. PM Modi Chairs 50th PRAGATI Meeting, Reviews 340,000+ Crore Projects and
Pushes Outcome-Oriented Governance

PM Narendra Modi chaired the 50th PRAGATI meeting in New Delhi, reviewing five
major infrastructure projects across Road, Railways, Power, Water Resources and Coal
sectors, spanning five states with a cost of 40,000+ crore.
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The PRAGATI ecosystem has accelerated projects worth over 85 lakh crore in the last
decade, resolving about 94% issues (2,958 out of 3,162) across 377 projects reviewed
since 2014, significantly reducing delays and cost overruns.

32. President of India Droupadi Murmu launched the ‘Skill The Nation’ Al
Challenge under which initiative?

wrgufar St G4 A ‘skill The Nation’ Al Challenge f%¥ Ugd & siaia Y= fHam
(a) Digital India Mission

(b) Skill India Programme

(c) Al for All Initiative

(d) Skilling for Al Readiness (Soar) initiative

(e) National Al Policy

Ans. d

Sol. President Droupadi Murmu Launches ‘Skill The Nation’ Al Challenge to Prepare
India's Workforce for an Al-Driven Future

President Droupadi Murmu has launched the 'Skill The Nation" Al Challenge under
the Skilling for Al Readiness (Soar) initiative of the Ministry of Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) and virtually inaugurated the IGNOU Regional Centre and
Skill Centre at Rairangpur, Odisha.

Artificial Intelligence is transforming economies, education and workplaces, and for a
young country like India, it represents a major opportunity for inclusive social and
economic change, not just a technological shift.

India’s Al approach must be people-centric and inclusive, aiming to bridge social,
economic and technological divides, particularly benefiting marginalised
communities, while using Al to solve real-world problems.

33. Recently, the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI)
unveiled a new logo as part of its initiative to modernise institutional identity
and promote data-driven governance. The logo contains multiple symbolic
elements representing transparency, growth and statistical science. Which
symbol in the new MoSPI logo specifically highlights the role of statistical data
in economic planning, policymaking and financial decision-making in India?
319 31 ¥ wifere! ud srdea Srafaa= HATT (MoSPI) A SeT-TUTRd XM &1
1T & 3R 3U-T TRINTA Uga= ! MYfe 91 & ST A TH a1 At
wir=a fpar1 59 @ # ureRiar, Ao ik wifers! fag@ & eia 9 #5
WAI® A &1 §98 o DIH-1 Udiid WRa § i aiern, i At ok faxia
fofal & wifereta ser @t yfire o fagiy wu & i g2

(a) Ashoka Chakra

(b) Upward Growth Bar
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(c) Numerical Elements

(d) National Tricolour

(e) Rupee Symbol

Ans. e

Sol. MoSPI Unveils New Logo and Mascot TR to Promote Data-Driven
Governance and Public Trust

The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) unveiled a new
logo and mascot to modernise its institutional identity and enhance public outreach,
reinforcing the role of official statistics in policy formulation and nation-building.
The new logo is based on the theme "Data for Development”, featuring the Ashoka
Chakra symbolising truth and transparency, the Rupee symbol highlighting the role
of data in economic planning, and numerical elements with an upward growth bar
indicating progress through reliable statistics.

The logo's colour palette—saffron, white, green and deep blue— reflects India’s
national colours and signifies growth, sustainability, stability and knowledge, aligning
with data-driven governance and transparency:.

MoSPI also launched its new mascot “HiR&IH1”, a citizen-centric character designed
to simplify complex statistical concepts, promote participation in NSO surveys, and
build public trust in official statistics through consistent and relatable engagement.

34. Recently, Sagarmala Finance Corporation Limited (SMFCL), India’s first
maritime-focused Non-Banking FinanciallCompany (NBFC), formally
commenced its lending operations as part of the government's efforts to
strengthen the maritime finance ecosystem and support port-led and blue
economy development. At the start of its lending operations, approximately
how much loan amount was sanctioned by SMFCL?

BT 81 § ANRATAT BTg-d HIRURHA fIfIes (SMFCL), S HIRA &7 Ugdl agst
&F-Fea AR-dfb faxfta St (NBFC) 2, 7 Tl fa wikfRufaast @ & wxraa
P 3R U -3nuTiia fawrT &) 9era1 81 & 324 A Siiu=ie U | 3rq B
AT 1 IF3TT DI | YA BT JAT DI [T & SMFCL GIRT I fasit
TR & HUT Wipd fbu TU?

(a) ¥2,500 crore

(b) 3,200 crore

(c) ¥3,800 crore

(d) ¥4,300 crore

(e) ¥5,500 crore

Ans. d

Sol. Sagarmala Finance Corporation Begins Lending Operations, Sanctions 34,300
Crore to Boost India’s Maritime Sector Sagarmala Finance Corporation Limited
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(SMFCL), India’s first maritime-focused NBFC, has formally commenced lending
operations by sanctioning loans worth around 4,300 crore, marking a major step
towards strengthening India’s maritime finance ecosystem.

The loan approvals were cleared at SMFCL's 51st Board meeting (30 December 2025),
in line with its board-approved strategy and AGM roadmap, which set a borrowing
limit of ¥25,000 crore and a lending target of 8,000 crore, with the sanctioned
amount to be disbursed within the current financial year.

Of the sanctioned loans, 34,000 crore has been allocated to a greenfield port project,
reflecting the Centre’s push for port-led development, while Dredging Corporation of
India (150 crore) and Goa Shipyard (110 crore) received funding to support
dredging operations and indigenous shipbuilding.

Inaugurated on June 26, 2025, by Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal, SMFCL has
been designated as the nodal agency for the ¥25,000-crore Maritime Development
Fund and aims to provide sector-specific financial solutions across ports, MSMEs,
startups and shipbuilding, aligned with Amrit Kaal Vision 2047 and India’s blue
economy goals.

35. Ashika Group has recently received in-principle'approval from SEBI to enter
the mutual fund industry, enabling it to set up a dedicated entity that will
manage, operate, and launch various mutual fund schemes for retail and
institutional investors. Which entity is Ashika Group allowed to establish under
this SEBI approval?

STRIPT TYE B 3T 1 § RIS s IR W Ya= H31 & e At | Agifas
Hopdt firer TS 8, o ug v wnfifd serE RIfid B # & g SIee i geRT
3R TRITT Azl & fore fafts wgsra ws dieHms &1 yaes, Jarad iR
ai'ﬁraﬁ;rl A F) 59 Gl F ded MRISBT JU 1 HI W 318 WA H1 B
3ufd 7?2

(a) Investment Bank

(b) Hedge Fund

(c) Asset Management Company

(d) Private Equity Fund

(e) Mutual Fund Advisory Board

Ans. c

Sol. Ashika Group Gets SEBI Nod to Launch Ashika Mutual Fund

Ashika Group has received in-principle approval from SEBI to act as sponsor and
establish Ashika Mutual Fund, allowing it to set up an Asset Management Company
(AMC) and prepare for the launch of mutual fund schemes, subject to final regulatory
clearances.
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The approval marks a key milestone in Ashika Group's vision to build a future-ready
asset management ecosystem, focused on disciplined investing, strong governance
and long-term wealth creation.

Ashika’s entry into the mutual fund space is backed by its diverse experience in
capital markets and financial services, including retail and institutional broking,
investment banking, research advisory, alternative assets, private equity and global
family office services.

The proposed fund house plans to offer a well-curated range of investment schemes
catering to varied investor needs, supported by robust research, prudent risk
management and a governance-first approach, with a focus on sustainable long-term
investor value.

36. Which country became the first in the world to grant legal rights to
stingless bees?

DI T I a1 & a9 Ugd foA1 & a1t YAfRTdl (Stingless Bees) &1 BTL
ISR UG B dTell I 7412

(a) Brazil

(b) Colombia

(c) Peru

(d) Ecuador

(e) Bolivia

Ans. c

Sol. Peru Grants Legal Rights to Stingless Bees, Making Them World’s First Insects
with Protected Status

Stingless bees in the Peruvian Amazon have become the first insects in the world to
be granted legal rights, with local ordinances recognising them as rights-bearing
entities and protecting them across large rainforest areas.

The laws guarantee the bees’ right to exist, reproduce, and thrive in healthy
ecosystems, establishing a new legal precedent for insect conservation and
influencing biodiversity policies beyond South America.

Stingless bees play a critical ecological role, pollinating over 80% of rainforest
plants—including cacao, coffee, and avocados—and rank among the oldest bee
species on Earth, with nearly half of their species living in the Amazon.

The ordinances were the result of years of advocacy and research led by Rosa
Vasquez Espinoza, involving Indigenous communities, and could lead to habitat
restoration, stricter pesticide controls, and expanded pollinator research globally.

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X
»
ambitiousbaba.com \A\:)‘M babal Online Test Series

37. Eighteen-year-old Kaamya Karthikeyan made history by becoming the
youngest Indian and the second-youngest woman in the world to ski to the
South Pole. She completed an arduous expedition across Antarctica, covering
extreme conditions such as temperatures dropping to -30°C, gale-force winds,
and whiteout scenarios. What was the total distance Kaamya skied to reach the
South Pole?

18 quifg TR FIfdfdaa A 3fA8TH T 5T A6y NI 9 @1 H- ardl 999 9
U Bt YR 3R g1 Bt gl I HH 3 S Afgar s9o: A fHar| I+
SieTh st | wfs uRfRufaal s fas -30°c Ao, a9 gaT¢ 3R 4 SmesTeA
BT T B §U U AT T $ | ST A Sfeqor 4d a& ugeq & fore pa
ReeR gt < a2

(a) 95 km

(b) 100 km

(c) 115 km

(d) 120 km

(e) 130 km

Ans. c

Sol. 18-Year-Old Kaamya Karthikeyan Becomes Youngest Indian to Ski to the South
Pole

Kaamya Karthikeyan, 18, became the youngest Indian and second-youngest woman
in the world to ski to the South Pole, completing a 115 km expedition in Antarctica
under extreme conditions, including -30°C temperatures, gale-force winds, and
whiteouts.

Daughter of Indian Navy officer S Karthikeyan-and educator Lavanya Karthikeyan,
Kaamya's early exposure to discipline and outdoor pursuits shaped her into one of
India’s most accomplished young adventurers.

Before turning 18, Kaamya had completed the Seven Summits Challenge (Mount
Everest, Aconcagua, Denali, Kilimanjaro, Elbrus, Vinson, Kosciuszko), becoming the
youngest Indian and second-youngest woman to summit Everest from Nepal and
achieving several other mountaineering milestones.

38. India’s first Vande Bharat Sleeper Train will run between Guwahati (Assam)
and Howrah (West Bengal), connecting the Northeast with eastern India. The
Vande Bharat Sleeper Train has been designed by which organisation?

YR B! Ugell a8 URd TR 3 [aTe1d! (3RTH) 3N grasT (ufdy smen) & S
e, St gateR @l gdf YR | Siigit| d¢ HRd WiuR ¢+ & fbd drea =
fEwme fpa 82

(a) Rail Coach Factory, Kapurthala

(b) BEML Ltd
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(c) Integral Coach Factory

(d) Indian Railways Board

(e) Chittaranjan Locomotive Works

Ans. c

Sol. India’s First Vande Bharat Sleeper Train to Run Between Guwahati and Howrah
India’s first Vande Bharat Sleeper Train will run between Guwahati (Assam) and
Howrah (West Bengal), connecting the Northeast with eastern India.

The sleeper train has been designed by the Integral Coach Factory (ICF) and
manufactured by BEML Ltd, Bengaluru, marking a key collaboration in railway
production.

Under the ICF-BEML collaboration, 10 rakes will be built by March 2026 (the first two
rakes are already ready), after which ICF will manufacture 50 more Vande Bharat
Sleeper Trains.

39. Goa Chief Minister Pramod-Sawant recently announced the creation of a
new third district in the coastal state. The district has been named after a river
that flows through the region and is proposedito be developed as an
aspirational district with additional central funding support. What will be the
name of Goa’s proposed third district?

MaT & GEIEt yHIE 91ad A 81d &1 ¥ 59 aéd I 8 T ¢ e ford & e+
$1 9y B g1 59 Sre &1 99 39 T & T U= I@1 74T 8 S 59 &F A gieR
g 8 3R 39 sifafvad $EIa i Agrdar & 91y v TRRTFd e & = u &
faeRia o3 &1 ua1a 81 a1 & ywarfad drax ford &1 13 a1 gRm?

(a) Mandovi

(b) Zuari

(c) Kushavati

(d) Sal

(e) Chapora

Ans. c

Sol. Goa to Get Third District Named 'Kushavati’, Quepem to Be Headquarters

Goa Chief Minister Pramod Sawant announced that the state’s proposed third district
will be named ‘Kushavati’, after a river flowing through the region, and it will be
developed as an aspirational district.

The new district will comprise four talukas—Dharbandora, Quepem, Sanguem and
Canacona (currently in South Goa), with Quepem town as its headquarters; interim
administration will be managed by South Goa district authorities.
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Kushavati district will be eligible for 315 crore additional central funding under the
aspirational district programme, with special infrastructure focus due to its 27% tribal
population.
About Goa
e Formation — 30 May 1987
Capital — Panaji
Chief Minister — Pramod Sawant
Governor - Pusapati Ashok Gajapathi Raju

40. Who won the recent presidential election in Guinea as per the latest news?
A @RI & IR, F A g1t 8 9 gu wgufa gAra feam sftar
(a) Alpha Condé
(b) Mamady Doumbouya
(c) Umaro Sissoco Embalo
(d) Paul-Henri Damiba
(e) Alassane Ouattara
Ans. b
Sol. Guinea Coup Leader Mamady Doumbouya Wins Presidential Election
Mamady Doumbouya, the leader of Guinea’s 2021 military coup, has won the
presidential election.
Doumbouya had taken power after overthrowing President Alpha Condé and later
promised a transition towards civilian rule in Guinea.
His election victory marks a formal consolidation of power, raising regional and
international focus on democratic governance and political stability in West Africa.
About Guinea

e Capital- Conakry

e Currency- Franc

e Prime Minister- Bah Oury

41. Who has been appointed as the new Managing Director & CEO of Hyundai
Motor India Ltd (HMIL) in January 2026?

a3 2026 H g83 Hiex 3fear faffies (HMIL) & AT AR sTaReer 3R CEO &
u ¥ frd frge fovar man g2

(a) Sanjay Gupta

(b) Tarun Garg

(c) Rohit Sabharwal

(d) Ashish Chauhan

(e) Rajesh Gopinathan

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X

-
ambitiousbaba.com \J%)‘aiw babali Online Test Series

Ans. b
Sol. Tarun Garg Appointed as MD & CEO of Hyundai Motor India, Becomes First
Indian to Lead HMIL
Hyundai Motor India Ltd (HMIL) appointed Tarun Garg as Managing Director & CEOQ,
making him the first Indian national to head the company in its 29-year history.
With over three decades of automotive experience, Tarun Garg aims to lead HMIL's
next phase of growth, focusing on sustainability, technological leadership, customer
delight, and alignment with Hyundai’s vision of “Progress for Humanity.”
About Hyundai Motor India Limited (HMIL)
e /tis the Indian subsidiary of the South Korean automobile manufacturer
Hyundai Motor Company.
Founded- 6 May 71996
Headquarters- Gurugram, Haryana

42. What was the total gross GST collection in December 2025?
fadiaR 2025 ¥ 7 IHA GST TIE fba=T @M
(a) ¥1.64 lakh crore
(b) %1.70 lakh crore
(c) ¥1.75 lakh crore
(d) ¥1.80 lakh crore
(e) ¥1.85 lakh crore
Ans. c
Sol. Gross GST Collections Rise 6.1% in December
Gross GST collections in December 2025 rose 6.1% year-on-year to about %1.75 lakh
crore, with CGST and SGST recording growth, while IGST declined compared to the
same month last year.
From April to December 2025-26, gross GST collections increased by 8.6% to around
%16.5 lakh crore, with all major components—CGST, SGST, and IGST—showing
growth, reflecting stronger economic activity and improved compliance.
GST revenues have shown a steady upward trend over the years, rising from ¥11.37
lakh crore in 2020-21 to %20.18 lakh crore in 2023-24, with 2024-25 marking the
highest-ever gross collection of ¥22.08 lakh crore.
GST Collection of Previous Months

o August 2025 - 1.86 lakh crore

o September 2025 — 1.89 lakh crore

e October 2025 — 1.96 lakh crore

o  November 2025 - 1.70 lakh crore

o December 2025 — 1.75 lakh crore
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43. Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), a flagship maternity
benefit scheme for pregnant women and lactating mothers, has completed nine
years since its launch on 1 January 2017. Under PMMVY, financial assistance is
provided to pregnant women and lactating mothers to support nutrition,
medical checkups, and overall maternal health. For the first child, the total cash
benefit is given in two instalments — the first instalment at the time of
pregnancy registration and the second instalment after childbirth. What is the
total cash benefit provided for the first child under PMMVY?
WUTTHET AT a1 TSET (PMMVY) & d8d, S Tad! 3fiR T u & arelt
ATar & T URd ISR &t WG i1 8, Twor, R i ok 999 uga
WA & U & fore faxia weraar & wirdl 31 vgd 9= & o $a Ade Aty &
ol o o Smar @—vusd! fdw 23,000 MfumRor yeftewwor uv 3R gudt fvva
32,000 5 & 7 & 91| Ugd 9= & e Munuadlars & 98d od Adg a1y
feamd?

(a) 3,000

(b) 4,000

(c) 5,000

(d) 6,000

(e) ¥7,000

Ans. c

Sol. Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana Completes Nine Years

Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY), a flagship maternity benefit scheme
for pregnant women and lactating mothers, has completed nine years, having been
launched on 1 January 2017.

The centrally sponsored scheme aims to provide financial support to improve health
and nutrition, especially for women from socially and economically disadvantaged
sections.

Under PMMVY, beneficiaries receive 5,000 for the first child and ¥6,000 for the
second girl child, in instalments linked to pregnancy registration and childbirth.

The first instalment of ¥3,000 is provided on pregnancy registration, while the second
instalment of 32,000 is given after childbirth, along with additional incentives under
the Janani Suraksha Yojana.

As per the Ministry of Women and Child Development, over 4.5 crore women have
been enrolled, with more than 319,000 crore disbursed, supporting nutrition, medical
check-ups, and overall maternal health.

44. What was the total number of UPI transactions recorded in December 2025?
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fadar 2025 & giienE A @t o J@ fhadt gof Bt 13?2

(a) 19.85 billion

(b) 20.47 billion

(c) 21.10 billion

(d) 21.63 billion

(e) 22.25 billion

Ans.d

Sol. UPI Transactions Surge 29% in December, Digital Payments Maintain Strong
Growth Momentum

UPI transactions rose 29% year-on-year in December, reaching 21.63 billion
transactions, while the transaction value increased 20% to around %28 lakh crore, as
per NPCI data.

On a month-on-month basis, UPI showed steady growth, with the average daily
transaction value rising to 390,217 crore in December from %87,721 crore in
November 2025.

The average daily UPI transaction count increased to 698 million in December,
compared to 682 million in the previous month, reflecting higher digital payment
adoption.

IMPS transactions also recorded growth, with the transaction value reaching 36.62
lakh crore (up 10% YoY) and volume increasing to 380 million, alongside a rise in
average daily transaction value.

45. Deepti Sharma became the leading wicket-taker.in women’s T20Is by
surpassing which Australian bowler?

ity T 3 iR €120 ARG e A WAt e A e sifeRaTg
Heaa ot i Bisn?

(a) Ellyse Perry

(b) Jess Jonassen

(c) Megan Schutt

(d) Ashleigh Gardner

(e) Beth Mooney

Ans. c

Sol. Deepti Sharma Becomes Highest Wicket-Taker in Women's T20ls

Deepti Sharma became the highest wicket-taker in women'’s T20ls, overtaking
Australia’s Megan Schutt by claiming her 152nd wicket during the final T20l against
Sri Lanka in Thiruvananthapuram.
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She created history by becoming the first Indian cricketer (men or women) to take
150 T20I wickets and the first player globally to score 1,000 runs and take 150 wickets
in T20Is.

India defeated Sri Lanka by 15 runs to complete a 5-0 series whitewash, with
Harmanpreet Kaur’s half-century and Deepti Sharma’s economical spell contributing
to the win.

46. India has the world’s 3rd-largest rare earth reserves at about 6.9 million
tonnes of rare earth oxide (REO). Which country currently dominates the global
rare earth value chain by controlling nearly 90% of the world’s rare earth
refining capacity, including almost the entire processing of heavy rare earth
elements, thereby gaining a strategic advantage over other nations?
YRA | THT 6.9 Faferam e gy gt sifqurss (3R sM) ST gi-am &1 diasT
TG ST gaH At HSR §1 DI AT &= TAH | gIam Bt T HT 90% gy gt
TN &HaT B FEla e3P A gy 72 Jea g W g €, e urh
A gt dedl BT AU YUl TEHEHRT M 8, o 3 3=t W urifas
Y WIS §idT 82

(a) United States

(b) Australia

(c) Russia

(d) Brazil

(e) China

Ans. e

Sol. India Ranks 3rd in Rare Earth Reserves but Lags in Global Production Due to
Mining and Processing Bottlenecks

India has the world’s 3rd-largest rare earth reserves at about 6.9 million tonnes of
rare earth oxide (REO), behind China (44 million tonnes) and Brazil (21 million
tonnes), accounting for nearly 6-7% of global reserves.

Despite abundant reserves, India’s production is very low—only 2,900 tonnes in 2024,
ranking 7th globally, and contributing less than 1% of global rare earth output, far
behind China's 270,000 tonnes.

Structural and regulatory bottlenecks hinder mining: most reserves lie in monazite-
rich coastal sands containing radioactive thorium, making extraction complex and
subject to strict regulations; mining was long dominated by IREL, with rare earths
treated as by-products.

Lack of processing and refining capacity is a major constraint: China controls about
90% of global refining capacity and dominates heavy rare earth processing, while
India has minimal refining infrastructure, limiting its role in the global rare earth value
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47. Usman Khawaja has announced his retirement from international cricket
after the fifth and final Ashes Test against England. Which of the following
distinctions is associated with Usman Khawaja?

S EATel A s & e giad ok S gt ¢ & a1g SexvHa
fpdre A H=ur o givon 1 ¢ 71 FafafeEa 7 9 -8 wRa SwE @
S
(a) First left-handed captain of Australia
(b) First Australian to score a triple century
(c) First Muslim cricketer to play for England
(d) First Pakistan-born player to captain Australia
(e) First Pakistan-born and first Muslim cricketer to play for Australia
Ans. e
Sol. Usman Khawaja Announces Retirement After Final Ashes Test at Sydney Cricket
Ground
Usman Khawaja has announced his retirement from international cricket after the
fifth and final Ashes Test against England at the Sydney Cricket Ground (SCG), which
will be his 88th and last Test match, at the same venue where his first-class career
began.
Debuting in 2011 at the age of 24, Khawaja enjoyed a 15-year-long Test career,
scoring over 6,000 Test runs; his international journey began after an injury to then
captain Ricky Ponting opened the door for his debut.
Born in Pakistan and raised in Australia, Khawaja created history as Australia’s first
Pakistan-born and first Muslim cricketer, and was later honoured with the ICC Test
Cricketer of the Year (2023) and Shane Warne Test Cricketer of the Year awards for his
outstanding performances.
Recently Retired Players

e Doug Bracewell (New Zealand) - all forms of international cricket

o  Mohit Sharma (India) - All Forms of Cricket

e Kane Williamson (New Zealand) - T20 Internationals

e Rohan Bopanna (India) - Professional Tennis

e Chris Woakes (England) - International Cricket

48. Who assumed charge as the Vice Chief of the Air Staff on January 1, 2026?
1 SFTaRY 2026 &1 ATGAAT & 3U WIH (Vice Chief of the Air Staff) & U # fra=t
STIUR THTT?

(a) Air Marshal Rakesh Kumar

(b) Air Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari

(c) Air Marshal Narmdeshwar Tiwari
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(d) Air Marshal Nagesh Kapoor

(e) Air Marshal Sandeep Singh

Ans.d

Sol. Air Marshal Nagesh Kapoor Takes Charge as Vice Chief of Air Staff

Air Marshal Nagesh Kapoor assumed charge as the Vice Chief of the Air Staff on
January 1, 2026, succeeding Air Marshal Narmdeshwar Tiwari, who retired after 40
years of distinguished service to the nation.

An alumnus of NDA, Defence Services Staff College and National Defence College,
Air Marshal Kapoor is an accomplished fighter pilot with over 3,400 flying hours on
MiG-21 and MiG-29 aircraft.

He has held several key command, operational and instructional appointments,
including Air Officer Commanding-in-Chief of Training Command and South Western
Air Command, and is a recipient of multiple gallantry and distinguished service
awards.

In another key appointment, Lt. Gen. Harpal Singh assumed charge as the 29th
Director General Border Roads (DG BRO); commissioned into the Corps of Engineers
in 1991, he brings over three decades of experience in strengthening strategic border
infrastructure and connectivity through the BRO (raised in 1960).

49. Who has been appointed as the new Chairman of ESAF Small Finance Bank?
ESAF WA BIg-Y a% & ¢ 9av+ & ¥u ¥ fooe forgaa fooar mam @2
(a) Rajnish Kumar
(b) Rakesh Sharma
(c) Parul Tyagi
(d) Karthikeyan Manickam
(e) Ashok Chawla
Ans.d
Sol. Karthikeyan Manickam Appointed Chairman of ESAF Small Finance Bank
ESAF Small Finance Bank has appointed Karthikeyan Manickam as its new Chairman,
aiming to strengthen leadership with his decades of experience in banking, risk
management, and regulatory compliance.
A former Executive Director of Bank of India, Manickam will provide strategic
guidance and independent oversight to the board, with expertise in banking
operations, credit monitoring, risk management, regulatory compliance, and human
resource management.
About ESAF Small Finance Bank

e Founded- 70 March 2017

e Founders- K. Paul Thomas, Mereena Paul, Jacob Samue/
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o Headquarters- Thrissur, Kerala
e Chairman — P Karthikeyan Manickam

50. India has decided to extend the deadline for submission of fresh
applications under the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme for textiles,
following a significant response from companies across priority segments such
as MMF Apparel, MMF Fabrics, and Technical Textiles. Until which date has the
government now extended this application deadline?

THTHTE SR, THEHTE bived iR cfdaa cavrersed S urdfiesar arat &t
Ft HUf-al ¥ Agayul ufafrar & 916, YR  HUST AN & fore dsa=H RRivs
$Hifeq (fuasng) ST & d8d AT STdeG oTHT S S JHT T ¢ &1 B
a1 81 TRHR A 3@ 59 mded Ft sifaw faf¥ o1 forw adra a& e fear 32

(a) December 31, 2026

(b) March 31, 2026

(c) June 30, 2026

(d) September 30, 2026

(e) January 31, 2026

Ans. b

Sol. India Extends PLI Scheme for Textiles to March 2026 to Boost MMF and Technical
Textile Production

India extends PLI Scheme textile application deadline to March 31, 2026, following
strong response from textile companies across priority segments like MMF Apparel,
MMF Fabrics, and Technical Textiles.

As of September 9, 2025, 91 companies have been selected under the scheme, with
investments of ¥7,731 crore, exports of 2733 crore, turnover of 37,290 crore, and
creation of around 30,838 jobs.

The PLI Scheme for textiles, approved in September 2021 with a budget of 10,683
crore over five years, aims to boost production of MMF apparel, MMF fabrics, and
technical textiles, strengthening India’s textile sector.

51. Punjab to launch 'Mukh Mantri Sehat Yojna' on January 15, 2026, offering
free cashless medical treatmentupto_ per family for all 65 lakh
families in the State.

U1 15 S1aRY, 2026 B! GBI gd dIoHT YRE B, S Isq & I 65 ATE
gi¥arl & fore ufa ufvar TP U A fafeeT STaR &t ixres
A

(a) %5 lakh

(b) ¥7 lakh

(c) ¥10 lakh
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(d) 12 lakh
(e) 15 lakh
Ans. c
Sol. Punjab to Launch ‘Mukh Mantri Sehat Yojna' on January 15
Punjab to launch 'Mukh Mantri Sehat Yojna' on January 15, 2026, offering free
cashless medical treatment up to %10 lakh per family for all 65 lakh families in the
State.
Any resident of Punjab with a valid Aadhaar card and voter ID can avail the benefits;
the scheme aims to cover 100% of the state’s population.
Over 9,000 camps will be conducted for issuing scheme cards; after enrolment,
beneficiaries will be eligible for free treatment covering around 2,200 medical
procedures.
The scheme provides cashless and paperless treatment, including hospitalisation,
surgeries, ICU care, diagnostics, medicines, and pre- & post-hospitalisation
treatments under approved packages.
About Punjab

e Capital - Chandigarh

o Chief Minister — Bhagwant Mann

e Governor - Gulab Chand Kataria

52. Which state has become the first in India to constitute its 8th State Pay
Commission?

YR $T U1 o9 HI AT 8 fora 3(u=T 847 759 a1 3ATANT (State Pay
Commission) fed fear %’7

(a) Kerala

(b) Maharashtra

(c) Tamil Nadu

(d) Assam

(e) Karnataka

Ans.d

Sol. Assam Becomes First State to Constitute 8th State Pay Commission Ahead of 7th
Pay Commission Expiry

Assam becomes the first Indian state to constitute its 8th State Pay Commission,
taking proactive action ahead of the 7th Pay Commission’s expiry on January 1, 2026,
signalling early focus on salary and pension revisions for state employees.

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma announced the formation, appointing former
chief secretary Subhas Das as the head of the new pay commission, positioning
Assam ahead of other states and even the Union Government's 8th Pay Commission.
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To revise salaries, allowances, and pensions for government employees and
pensioners, replacing the 7th Pay Commission framework, with the actual
implementation expected after detailed consultations, financial assessments, and
approvals.
Early constitution may lead to faster clarity and implementation of revised pay,
potentially giving Assam’s workforce an advantage in the upcoming pay revision
cycle, with recommendations expected in about 18 months and rollout likely in late
2026 or early 2027.
About Assam

e Formation - 26 January 1950

e Capital - Dispur

o Chief Minister —Himanta Biswa Sarma

e Governor - Lakshman Prasad Acharya

53. Which agency has assigned a AAA (Stable) rating to Raajmarg Infra InvIT?

%’L\Tﬂﬁ STHT 3’%2’ (Raajmarg Infra InviT) &I AAA (Stable) I fpa m 3 a
(a) ICRA

(b) CARE Ratings

(c) CRISIL

(d) Moody's

(e) Fitch

Ans. b

Sol. NHAI-Backed Raajmarg Infra InvIT Rated AAA (Stable) by CARE Ratings,
Signaling Strong Creditworthiness

Raajmarg Infra InvIT, backed by NHAI, receives a AAA (Stable) rating from CARE
Ratings, reflecting strong credit quality and investor confidence in the infrastructure
investment trust.

The rating underscores the InvIT’s robust revenue model, largely supported by toll
collections from national highways and long-term contracts with the National
Highways Authority of India (NHAI).

AAA (Stable) rating indicates minimal credit risk, positioning Raajmarg Infra InvIT as a
highly secure investment option for investors seeking stable returns in the
infrastructure sector.

The recognition is expected to boost investor interest and enhance the InvIT's ability
to raise funds for future highway projects, supporting India’s broader infrastructure
development goals.
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54. Union Government has launched an integrated e-bill platform to digitally
process fertiliser subsidies of nearly ¥2 lakh crore annually, replacing manual
and paper-based systems. The e-bill system is developed through integration of
IFMS with which platform?

Fg WHR A AF3A 3R HRT-MeTRa Fonferat @} S1Tg, QTS ST 32 AR
P Bl IR AlTs! ol fSfored wu A TH1fta w31 & o v waigpd 5-faa
@iehH i a1 31 3-fa yumel! i wewid & WY IFMS & TP &
a1EH ¥ faefia 3t 7 32

(a) GeM

(b) GSTN

(c) PFMS

(d) DBT Portal

(e) RBI Core Banking

Ans. c

Sol. Union Government Launches Integrated E-Bill Platform for ¥2 Lakh Crore
Fertiliser Subsidy

Union Government has launched an integrated e-bill platform to digitally process
fertiliser subsidies of nearly %2 lakh crore annually, replacing manual and paper-
based systems.

Inaugurated by Union Fertilisers Minister J.P. Nadda, the platform enables end-to-end
online submission, processing and approval of fertiliser subsidy claims, reducing
delays and bottlenecks.

The system integrates the Integrated Financial Management System (IFMS) of the
Department of Fertilisers with the Public Financial Management System (PFMS) under
the Ministry of Finance, strengthening public financial management.

Key features include real-time bill tracking, tamper-proof digital audit trails, built-in
validation checks and faster FIFO-based payments, improving transparency,
accountability and ease of doing business for fertiliser companies.

55. Which multilateral financial institution has agreed to provide a ¥4,100 crore
($500 million) loan to the Telangana Government for parts of Phase | of the
Musi River Development Project

g A iderd BEARMe SlegRM A Tl A4 oo uiaie = & ugd TRur &
P9 el F fore AT TRER B 24,100 FAS ($500 FAfera) FTAT A W
SLEICEIE

(a) World Bank

(b) Asian Development Bank

(c) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank

(d) New Development Bank
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(e) International Monetary Fund

Ans. b

Sol. ADB Approves 34,100 Crore Loan in Principle for Phase-| of Telangana’s Musi
River Development Project

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) has agreed to provide a 4,100 crore ($500
million) loan to the Telangana Government for parts of Phase | of the Musi River
Development Project

The Musi River project is divided into five zones, with the Detailed Project Report
(DPR) for Zone | currently under preparation.

Out of the 55 km stretch in Zone-I, 21 km in the first phase is being executed by the
Musi Riverfront Development Corporation Ltd. (MRDCL), while the state has also
sought ¥3,188 crore from the Ministry of Jal Shakti under the National River
Conservation Plan.

56. The United Nations General Assembly has approved a regular budget of
how much for the year 2026?

HYRI Y HETIHT = a6 2026 & g fram fFrafia sste &t et &t 32

(a) $3.10 billion

(b) $3.25 billion

(c) $3.45 billion

(d) $3.75 billion

(e) $4.00 billion

Ans. c

Sol. UN General Assembly Approves $3.45 Billion Regular Budget for 2026

The UN General Assembly has approved a $3.45 billion regular budget for the United
Nations for 2026, authorising funding for core organisational activities including
peace, security, sustainable development and human rights.

The budget was adopted after weeks of intensive negotiations by the 193 member
states, reflecting consensus through the Assembly’s main budgetary body, the Fifth
Committee.

The approved amount is about 7 % lower than the 2025 regular budget and is
slightly above the Secretary-General’s original proposal, highlighting financial
constraints and reform priorities under the UN8O initiative.

India's share of the United Nation's regular budget is 1.016 per cent, calculated based
on factors such as gross national income, population and economic capacity. The
United States remains the largest United Nation contributor at 22 per cent, followed
by China at 20 per cent.
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It finances the UN's core administrative and operational functions for the calendar
year 2026, separate from peacekeeping and specialised agency budgets, and
underscores ongoing efforts to align resources with mandates amid global fiscal
challenges.
About United Nations (UN)
e Founded - 24 October 1945
e Headquarters - New York, US
e Official languages - Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian & Spanish
Membership - 193 members (193 - South Sudan)
1st Secretary General - Trygve Halvdan Lie (Norway)
9th Secretary-General - Antonio Guterres (Portugal)
United Nations Day is celebrated on October 24 every year

57. Bulgaria officially joined the Eurozone on 1 January 2026, adopting the euro
as its official currency, replacing the Bulgarian lev after a long transition
process. With Bulgaria’s entry, the total number of countries in the Eurozone
has become:

FEATIRAT 1 TG 2026 Fi AMTUBTRSG G W QRIS | A g1 T, 3R TH
ddt eiforz= ufthar & a1g IRIRATS A9 Pt N1 TR DI ST AMTUBTRG Bt &
g@ﬁmﬁml JETRAT & WA 311 & 918, T 9 SN D1 o TSI &
(@) 19

(b) 20

(c) 21

(d) 22

(e) 23

Ans. c

Sol. Bulgaria Officially Joins Eurozone, Adopts Euro as National Currency

Bulgaria officially joined the Eurozone on 1 January 2026, adopting the euro as its
official currency, replacing the Bulgarian lev after a long transition process.

With this move, Bulgaria becomes the 21st member of the euro area, deepening its
economic and monetary integration with the European Union.

The switch to the euro follows approval of required legal acts by the Council of the
European Union and fulfilment of convergence criteria set by the European
Commission and European Central Bank.

During the transition period, both the lev and the euro will circulate, with dual pricing
in stores, and citizens can exchange levs for euros at banks and post offices free of
charge until mid-2026.
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About Bulgaria
e (Capital- Sofia
e Currency - Euro
o Official language- Bulgarian
e President- Rumen Radev

58. Which country has recently legalised cryptocurrency mining and exchanges?
o1 €t ¥ for =1 A FrpIoalt ArsfoiT iR Tow &1 3y o faam &2
(a) Kazakhstan
(b) Uzbekistan
(c) Turkmenistan
(d) Kyrgyzstan
(e) Tajikistan
Ans. c
Sol. Turkmenistan Legalises Cryptocurrency Mining and Exchanges Under New Law
Turkmenistan has officially legalised cryptocurrency mining and exchanges, marking a
major policy shift in its tightly controlled and gas-dependent economy; the law was
signed by President Serdar Berdimuhamedov.
The new legislation brings virtual assets under civil law and introduces a licensing
framework for crypto exchanges, to be regulated by the Central Bank of
Turkmenistan.
Despite legalisation, cryptocurrencies are not recognised as legal tender, currency, or
securities, and cannot be used as a means of payment in the country.
About Turkmenistan

e (Capital- Ashgabat

e Currency- Turkmenistani Manat

o Official language- Turkmen

e President- Serdar Berdimuhamedow

59. , Maharashtra’s first woman Director General of Police (DGP),
retired on 3 January 2026 after 37.5 years of service in the Indian Police Service

(IPS).
, TERTY $1 Ugell Afgen YR HETHSR® (DGP), 3 SFaR) 2026 B
YR GferT Ja1 (IPS) § 37.5 1A ®t 9dT & 91 KR g3
(a) Kiran Bedi
(b) Rashmi Shukla
(c) Anjali Sharma
(d) Parul Tyagi
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(e) Suman Rao

Ans. b

Sol. Maharashtra’s First Woman DGP Rashmi Shukla Retires After 37.5 Years of
Service

Rashmi Shukla, Maharashtra’s first woman Director General of Police (DGP), retired on
3 January 2026 after 37.5 years of service in the Indian Police Service (IPS).

She was honoured with a Guard of Honour at her farewell ceremony held at Naigaon
Police Ground, Bhoiwada, attended by senior police officers.

Senior IPS officer Sadanand Date, a 26/11 hero and former DG of NIA, has been
appointed as the new Maharashtra DGP.

60. How many tigers did India lose in 2025 according to the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA)?

PRI STY HR&UT UTFRIAOT (NTCA) & SR, HRA A 2025 H fobam sma @ faw?
(a) 126

(b) 140

(c) 150

(d) 166

(e) 182

Ans.d

Sol. India Loses 166 Tigers in 2025, Madhya Pradesh Records Highest Deaths

India lost 166 tigers in 2025, forty more than 2024, according to the National Tiger
Conservation Authority (NTCA), highlighting increasing threats to the world’s largest
tiger population.

Madhya Pradesh accounted for the highest number of tiger deaths (55), followed by
Maharashtra (38), Kerala (13), and Assam (12); 31 of the deceased tigers were cubs.
Experts cite territorial conflicts due to space crunch as a major reason for tiger
fatalities, reflecting pressures on habitats and ecosystem imbalances.

The year's first reported death occurred in Bramhapuri forest, Maharashtra (Jan 2),
while the last was in North Sagar, Madhya Pradesh (Dec 28), with intermediate deaths
including Pench Tiger Reserve, MP.

61. The government removed which eligibility condition for startups to avail
the Research, Development and Innovation (RDI) Fund?

WHR A TWidrw F RN, Sgaude iR 3719 (RDI) S FT BRIGI 33H &
e w1 ot efafofaferdt ad ger &t @2

(a) Minimum turnover requirement

(b) Three-year existence condition
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(c) Mandatory foreign funding

(d) Profit-making condition

(e) Export performance criteria

Ans. b

Sol. Government Removes 3-Year Eligibility Condition for Startups to Access RDI
Fund

The government has removed the mandatory three-year existence condition for
startups to access the Research, Development and Innovation (RDI) Fund, allowing
even newly formed startups to apply through DSIR.

The announcement was made by Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh at the 41st
Foundation Day of the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research (DSIR) in
New Delhi.

Key initiatives unveiled include Guidelines for Recognition of In-House R&D, Centres
of Deep Tech Startups, PRISM Network Platform — TOCIC Innovator Pulse, and
Creative India 2025 to strengthen India’s R&D ecosystem.

62. Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated'the exposition “The Light and
the Lotus: Relics of the Awakened One” at which venue?

YA g A A f5g o118 R " W15e US € died: YReH 3 § e a"
Hexi- ®T1 Igured fhan

(a) Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi

(b) National Museum, New Delhi

(c) Rai Pithora Cultural Complex, New Delhi

(d) India Habitat Centre, New Delhi

(e) Pragati Maidan, New Delhi

Ans. c

Sol. PM Modi Inaugurates Grand Exposition of Sacred Piprahwa Relics of Lord
Buddha in New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Grand International Exposition of
Sacred Piprahwa Relics, titled “The Light and the Lotus: Relics of the Awakened One",
at Rai Pithora Cultural Complex, New Delhi.

The Prime Minister stated that after more than 125 years, India’s sacred heritage has
returned, allowing people to have darshan of Lord Buddha's relics, which the
government prevented from being auctioned internationally.

Discovered in 1898 and linked to ancient Kapilavastu, the Piprahwa relics—
repatriated after 127 years—have been reunited for the first time from the National
Museum, New Delhi, and Indian Museum, Kolkata, symbolising India’s civilisational
commitment to Buddhist heritage.
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63. World Introvert Day is observed every year on which date?

fay $eiad feaw &= wra fora ardra &1 w=ima <iman @2

(a) 1 January

(b) 2 January

(c) 3 January

(d) 5 January

(e) 10 January

Ans. b

Sol. 2 January - World Introvert Day

World Introvert Day is observed every year on 2 January to recognise and celebrate
the strengths of introverts.

The day highlights the value of quiet reflection, deep thinking, and meaningful
communication in personal and professional life.

It aims to promote awareness, acceptance, and understanding of introverted
personalities in an extrovert-dominated society.

64. Who has been appointed as the Interim Managing Director & CEO of Canara
Bank from January 1, 20262
ST 9F & 3l vy feRP Td CE0 & U H 1 9=as} 2026 I frd fArgea
far mar 82
(a) K. Satyanarayana Raju
(b) Hardeep Singh Ahluwalia
(c) Rajnish Kumar
(d) Atanu Kumar Das
(e) Sanjiv Chadha
Ans. b
Sol. Hardeep Singh Ahluwalia Appointed Interim MD & CEO of Canara Bank
Canara Bank has appointed Hardeep Singh Ahluwalia as Managing Director & CEO
(Interim) with effect from January 1, 2026, following the superannuation of K.
Satyanarayana Raju.
Ahluwalia will hold additional charge for three months (till March 31, 2026) or until a
regular incumbent is appointed.
Currently serving as Executive Director, Ahluwalia brings over 30 years of banking
experience, with expertise in credit, operations, risk management, strategic
leadership, and international exposure in Hong Kong.
About Canara Bank

e Founded - 71906

e Headquarters- Bengaluru, Karnataka
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o MD & CEO - Hardeep Singh Ahluwalia (replace K. Satyanarayana Raju)
e Chairman — Vijay Srirangan
e TJagline - Together with Can

65. Who was elected as the President of Atal Smriti Nyas Society in December
2025?

faiaR 2025 # srea Wi ARy ARIgE & el & U o fFd 7o A

(a) Narendra Modi

(b) Ram Bahadur Rai

(c) M. Venkaiah Naidu

(d) Vijay Kumar Malhotra

(e) Amit Shah

Ans. c

Sol. M. Venkaiah Naidu Elected President of Atal Smriti Nyas Society

Former Vice President M. Venkaiah Naidu was elected as President of Atal Smriti
Nyas Society.

He succeeds Vijay Kumar Malhotra, the former president of the society, who passed
away recently.

The proposal for his appointment was made by Ram Bahadur Rai in consultation with
other members, including Prime Minister Narendra Modi, to oversee the society's
activities.make aehadlien

66. Who has been named the International Event Ambassadorfor the 21st
edition of the Tata Mumbai Marathon?

<TeT Hag ARTYA & 219 WPV & [T SaRRTPTI gd ¢ TaHs fhd §1Td1 7T 52
(a) Usain Bolt

(b) Wayde van Niekerk

(c) Andre De Grasse

(d) Yohan Blake

(e) Kirani James

Ans. c

Sol. Andre De Grasse Named International Event Ambassador for Tata Mumbai
Marathon 2026

Olympic sprint champion Andre De Grasse has been named International Event
Ambassador for the 21st Tata Mumbai Marathon, scheduled on January 18, 2026, in
Mumbai.
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The Tata Mumbai Marathon, a World Athletics Gold Label Race, is recognised as
Asia’s largest mass participation sporting event and one of the world’s premier road
races.

As ambassador, De Grasse will promote the marathon globally, engage with runners
and stakeholders, and support outreach initiatives to enhance the event's
international visibility and inclusivity.

67. Who has been reappointed as the Chief Coach of the Indian women'’s hockey
team?

HRAT A gTd &9 & 4= $19 & w0 A 5 1=: frgea frar man @2

(a) Harendra Singh

(b) Graham Reid

(c) Sjoerd Marijne

(d) Roelant Oltmans

(e) Ric Charlesworth

Ans. c

Sol. Sjoerd Marijne Reappointed as Chief Coach of Indian Women's Hockey Team
Dutch coach Sjoerd Marijne has been reappointed as Chief Coach of the Indian
women'’s hockey team, marking his third stint, after a gap of about 4.5 years.
Marijne previously coached the team from 2017 to 2021, guiding India to a historic
fourth-place finish at the Tokyo Olympics 2021 and helping the team break into the
top-10 world rankings for the first time.

His return comes after the resignation of former head coach Harendra Singh in
December 2025, amid poor performances, internal issues, and allegations of
favouritism, including India finishing last in the FIH Pro League 2024-25.

68. The Indian Ministry of Transport has proposed a Battery Pack Aadhaar
System to ensure end-to-end traceability, transparency, and efficient recycling
of electric vehicle (EV) batteries. Under this system, each battery will be
assigned a unique identification number, called the Battery Pack Aadhaar
Number (BPAN). According to the draft guidelines, how many characters will
this BPAN consist of?

HRA WRBR & UGG HATd §RT §Afaed a6 (EV) §eRal $1 end-to-end
traceability, transparency 3R efficient recycling ﬁﬁlﬁﬁl T & T TP Battery
Pack Aadhaar System Wﬁﬂﬁ"QTTITIT%I wmﬁ%mmaﬁaﬁw
qﬁw Ugd= JSIT Epf GITQTﬁ L Battery Pack Aadhaar Number (BPAN) &gl
STTT | STUE MESATSH & IR, T8 BPAN fHa+ characters T gRIT?

(a) 12

(b) 16
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(c) 18

(d) 21

(e) 24

Ans.d

Sol. Transport Ministry Proposes ‘Battery Pack Aadhaar’ for End-to-End Tracking and
Recycling of EV Batteries

The Transport Ministry has proposed a 21-character Battery Pack Aadhaar Number
(BPAN) for each EV battery to enable end-to-end traceability, transparency, and
efficient recycling.

Battery producers or importers must assign BPAN, upload dynamic battery data on
an official portal, and ensure the ID is clearly visible, durable, and accessible on each
battery pack.

BPAN will capture data from raw material extraction to usage, recycling, repurposing,
or final disposal; any major change in battery attributes will require issuance of a new
BPAN.

With EVs accounting for 80-90% of lithium-ion battery demand in India, EV batteries
will be prioritised under the BPAN framework, which will be developed through the
Automotive Industry Standard (AIS) route for uniform national implementation.

69. The ‘Ulagam Ungal Kaiyil' scheme, under which free laptops are distributed
to students, is implemented by which state government?

PR GRT A B W1t 22

(a) Kerala

(b) Karnataka

(c) Andhra Pradesh

(d) Telangana

(e) Tamil Nadu

Ans. e

Sol. Tamil Nadu to Distribute Free High-Configuration Laptops to College Students
Under ‘Ulagam Ungal Kaiyil' Scheme

The Tamil Nadu government will distribute free laptops to college students under the
‘Ulagam Ungal Kaiyil' scheme, with Chief Minister M.K. Stalin launching the
distribution.

Nearly 20 lakh laptops are planned to be distributed by February, with about 10 lakh
laptops expected to be handed out by March in the current phase.

Laptops will be procured by the Electronics Corporation of Tamil Nadu from OEMs
like Acer, Dell, and HP, featuring Intel Core i3 processors, 8 GB RAM, and 256 GB SSD.
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The scheme has an initial allocation of around 2,000 crore; Tamil Nadu has already
distributed 52 lakh laptops to students since 2011 at a cost of over 37,000 crore.
About Tamil Nadu

e Formation — 26 January 1950

e Capital - Chennai

e Chief Minister — M K Stalin

e Governor - R N Ravi

70. Tamil Nadu'’s first Jallikattu event of 2026 was inaugurated at which place?
AMAAATg & 2026 & UTH SIcelideg HTAHH BT IguTe- fhd RIT R fbar wm?
(a) Alanganallur

(b) Palamedu

(c) Avaniapuram

(d) Thatchankurichi

(e) Madurai

Ans.d

Sol. Tamil Nadu'’s First Jallikattu of 2026 Begins at Thatchankurichi

Tamil Nadu’s first Jallikattu event of 2026 was inaugurated at Thatchankurichi near
Gandharvakottai, marking the traditional start of the Jallikattu season in the State.
About 900 bulls and 300 tamers are participating, with nearly 7,000 spectators
expected; officials from Animal Husbandry, Health, and Revenue departments are
present to ensure safety and animal welfare norms.

71. The foundation stone of the Bhoramdev Corridor Development Project was
laid at Bhoramdev Dham, which is located in which district of Chhattisgarh?
YRAS HINSR STATHC Nuiae o1 MURRTAT YA 49 & @i 78, S
BuTe & fpd fora & fRya &2

(a) Raipur

(b) Durg

(c) Kabirdham

(d) Bilaspur

(e) Rajnandgao

Ans. c

Sol. Bhoramdev Corridor Project Launched Under Swadesh Darshan 2.0 in
Chhattisgarh

Chhattisgarh CM Vishnu Deo Sai and Union Tourism & Culture Minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat laid the foundation stone of the Bhoramdev Corridor Development
Project at Bhoramdev Dham in Kabirdham district.
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The project will be developed under the Swadesh Darshan Scheme 2.0 at an
estimated cost of 3146 crore, on the lines of the Kashi Vishwanath Corridor in
Varanasi.
Centered around the Bhoramdev Temple (Khajuraho of Chhattisgarh), the corridor
aims to provide modern facilities to pilgrims and tourists, boosting economic, social,
and cultural development of the region.
About Chhattisgarh

e Capital - Raipur

e Chief Minister — Vishnu Deo Sai (replace Bhupesh Baghel)

o Deputy CM - Arun Sao & Vijay Sharma

e Governor - Raman Deka

72. World Day of War Orphans is observed every year on which date?

fay gz sy fegw &~ T {5 It &t e wiran 82

(a) 4 January

(b) 5 January

(c) 6 January

(d) 7 January

(e) 8 January

Ans. c

Sol. 6 January - World Day of War Orphans

World Day of War Orphans is observed every year on 6 January to highlight the
plight of children who have lost parents due to war and conflict.

The day aims to raise global awareness about the social, psychological, and economic
challenges faced by war orphans.

The observance emphasises the need for peace, humanitarian assistance, and child
rights protection worldwide.

73. National Birds Day is observed every year on which date?
TPy et feaw o) ara fore aRia & 9= e 82

(a) 3 January

(b) 4 January

(c) 5 January

(d) 6 January

(e) 10 January

Ans. c

Sol. 5 January - National Birds Day
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National Birds Day is observed every year on 5 January to raise awareness about the
protection and conservation of birds.

The day highlights the ecological importance of birds, including pollination, seed
dispersal, and pest control.

The observance encourages bird conservation efforts and biodiversity protection
through public participation and policy action.

74. World Braille Day is observed every year on which date?

fay oo faaw a3 wrar fw ot & w=mar wirar 92

(a) 2 January

(b) 3 January

(c) 4 January

(d) 5 January

(e) 6 January

Ans. c

Sol. 4 January - World Braille Day

World Braille Day is observed every year on 4 January to raise awareness about the
importance of Braille as a means of communication for visually impaired persons.
The day marks the birth anniversary of Louis Braille, the inventor of the Braille
system.

Braille plays a crucial role in ensuring education, accessibility, and social inclusion for
persons with visual disabilities.

75. International Mind-Body Wellness Day is observed-every-year on which
date?

SRTETA A71-IR Hearor fad g A1 oy g o1 7741 Sl 32

(a) 1 January

(b) 2 January

(c) 3 January

(d) 4 January

(e) 5 January

Ans. c

Sol. 3 January - International Mind-Body Wellness Day

International Mind-Body Wellness Day is observed every year on 3 January to
promote holistic well-being.

The day emphasises the connection between mental, physical, and emotional health.
It encourages adopting healthy lifestyles, including mindfulness, exercise, balanced
nutrition, and stress management.
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76. Who was presented the Nritya Kalanidhi award at the 19th Dance Festival
held at the Music Academy, Chennai?

wifta srepTedt, A9% # SmAIfora 199 o7 eI | T FaTH REHR f$4 ugH
[CRIKICIE

(a) Alarmel Valli

(b) Shobana

(c) Urmila Satyanarayanan

(d) Yamini Krishnamurthy

(e) Rukmini Devi

Ans. c

Sol. Bharatanatyam Exponent Urmila Satyanarayanan Conferred Nritya Kalanidhi
Award at 19th Music Academy Dance Festival

Renowned Bharatanatyam exponent Urmila Satyanarayanan was conferred the Nritya
Kalanidhi award at the 19th Dance Festival, inaugurated at the Music Academy,
Chennai.

The award was presented by Takahashi Muneo, Consul-General of Japan in Chennai,
who highlighted her artistic excellence and lifelong contribution to preserving and
propagating Bharatanatyam, drawing parallels with classical Japanese dance
traditions.

Bharatnatyam is among the eight classical dances of India.

77. The 570 MW Wangchhu Hydro Electricity Project, recently launched by the
Adani Group, is being developed in which country known for'its rich
hydropower potential and as a close energy partner ofindia?

ST YU §RT T 81 | AI-d 5T 7T 570 MW T TITT gISSI Falagiee! Heide,
e 3= # fa Ry farar w1 Tt @ St 3ruit W BTSSIuTaR &l 3R URd &
P TS YR & U H SIET STl 82

(a) Nepal

(b) Malaysia

(c) Bhutan

(d) Bangladesh

(e) Sri Lanka

Ans. c

Sol. Adani Group Launches 570 MW Wangchhu Hydro Electricity Project in Bhutan
Under 5,000 MW MoU with DGPC

Adani Group has commenced the 570 MW Wangchhu Hydro Electricity Project in
Bhutan, with the foundation stone laid in the presence of Bhutan's PM Tshering
Tobgay and Adani Group Chairman Gautam Adani.
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The project will be jointly owned, with Druk Green Power Corporation (DGPC)
holding 51% and Adani Group 49% stake.
In May 2025, Adani Group and DGPC signed MoUs to jointly develop 5,000 MW of
hydropower projects in Bhutan, with Wangchhu being the first project under this
agreement.
The Wangchhu project requires an investment of about 260 billion and is expected
to be completed within five years, marking a key step in India-Bhutan renewable
energy collaboration.
About Bhutan
e Capital- Thimphu
e Currency- Nagultram
e Language spoken in Bhutan-Dzongkha
King- Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck
Prime Minister- Tshering Tobgay

78._ -based start-ups TakeMe2Space and EON Space Labs completed
testing and integration of a 14-kg Earth observation;satellite along with a
miniature space telescope.

_ -oryTiRa wrdem TakeMe2Space 3 EON Space Labs A T® Bl WY
iR Iu & T1Y 14 fFam & o sifesdv Aearse &1 T 3R SERRAE @I
o o 31
(a) Bengaluru
(b) Hyderabad
(c) Ahmedabad
(d) Mumbai
(e) Chennai
Ans. b
Sol. Hyderabad Start-ups TakeMe2Space and EON Space Labs Ready 14-kg Earth
Observation Satellite for Sriharikota Launch
Hyderabad-based start-ups TakeMe2Space and EON Space Labs completed testing
and integration of a 14-kg Earth observation satellite along with a miniature space
telescope, and shipped the payload to Sriharikota for launch later this month.

The satellite will be placed in low Earth orbit at around 500 km altitude and is
intended to provide data for both commercial and defence applications over its
expected 3-5 year lifespan.

The payload was tested and integrated with MIRA, a miniaturised space telescope
and imaging hardware developed with EON Space Labs, at Azista BST Aerospace in
Sanand GIDC, Ahmedabad.
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The MOI-1 mission was completed at a total build cost of 2.5 crore, demonstrating a
highly economical approach to space technology by Indian start-ups.

79. Who has inaugurated the 72nd National Volleyball Tournament in Varanasi?
arorRdt § 729 wgty afdiata gatde #1 Igure fram faar o2

(a) Yogi Adityanath

(b) Rajnath Singh

(c) Narendra Modi

(d) Amit Shah

(e) Piyush Goyal

Ans. c

Sol. PM Narendra Modi Inaugurates 72nd National Volleyball Tournament in Varanasi
Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 72nd National Volleyball Tournament
through video conferencing.

The inaugural ceremony took place at Dr Sampoornanand Sports Stadium, Varanasi,
Uttar Pradesh.

The tournament, with 1,000+ players from 58 teams, showcases high-level
competition and sportsmanship, while positioning Varanasi as a hub for major
cultural and sporting events, connecting sports, heritage, and community pride.

80. Jaipur will host the 78th Army Day Parade for the first time on January 15.
On which road in Jaipur will the Army Day parade be held?

SAYR § 15 WG} DI Ugdl IR 789 O feaw uvs gl SRqR | 941 feaw wvs
fa ase w ek

(a) Ml Road

(b) Jaipur-Agra Highway

(c) Mahal Road

(d) Tonk Road

(e) Jaipur-Jaipur Bypass

Ans. c

Sol. Jaipur to Host 78th Army Day Parade on January 15

Jaipur will host the 78th Army Day Parade for the first time on January 15, with the
event taking place on Mahal Road.

For the first time in India, the parade will be organised in a public setting outside a
cantonment area, marking a historic move.

Army Day is celebrated across India every year on 15 January to honour the nation’s
armed forces.
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81. Which city will host the Rajasthan Regional Al Impact Conference 2026?
ORI SIed TTE gHiae S1=hw 2026 fHH Wex # smaifora ghft

(a) Jodhpur

(b) Udaipur

(c) Kota

(d) Jaipur

(e) Ajmer

Ans.d

Sol. Rajasthan to Host Regional Al Impact Conference 2026 in Jaipur

Jaipur will host the Rajasthan Regional Al Impact Conference 2026, as part of
preparations for the India Al Impact Summit 2026.

The conference will discuss the role of Artificial Intelligence in governance reforms,
economic growth, innovation, and inclusive development at the regional level.

The event will feature major policy announcements and MoU signings to strengthen
Rajasthan’s Al ecosystem and promote Al adoption across priority sectors.

The Rajasthan conference is one of eight Regional Al Conferences planned across
India (October 2025-January 2026) to align regional priorities with national Al
ambitions.

82. India has become the world’s largest rice producer, surpassing China,
marking a major milestone in food security and exports. India has become the
world’s largest rice producer with a totalioutput of how much?

YRA T Bl UBTSHR g1 BT I TST A1dd IUTGH a1 71T 3, S WTel &
3R frafa & ve ga1 Hia $1 UR 81 Fa fra S & I YRd 3y 1 95
ST 199 ISP a9 71T 82

(a) 140.25 million tonnes

(b) 145.28 million tonnes

(c) 150.18 million tonnes

(d) 155.60 million tonnes

(e) 160.00 million tonnes

Ans. c

Sol. India Becomes World's Largest Rice Producer, Surpassing China with Record
Output

India has become the world’s largest rice producer, surpassing China, with a record
output of 150.18 million tonnes, marking a major milestone in food security and
exports.

Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan released 184 improved varieties of
25 crops, developed by ICAR, aimed at higher yields, better quality, and increased
farmers’ income.
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Since 2014, 3,236 high-yielding varieties have been approved, reflecting India’s
transformation from a food-deficient nation to a global food provider.

83. India’s traditional medicine system AYUSH has received formal recognition
in trade agreements with which countries?

YR 1 TRUR® fafdear yormet smqw (AYUSH) &1 fe1 =i & a1y =R
gl & A= fireft 82

(a) UAE and Australia

(b) Japan and South Korea

(c) Oman and New Zealand

(d) UK and Canada

(e) Germany and France

Ans. c

Sol. AYUSH Gets Formal Recognition in Trade Agreements with Oman and New
Zealand

India’s traditional medicine system, AYUSH, has received formal recognition in
bilateral trade agreements with Oman and New Zealand.

The India—Oman CEPA and India—New Zealand FTA, finalised in December last year,
include specific annexures on health-related services and traditional medicine.
Exports of AYUSH and herbal products grew by 6.11%, rising from USD 649.2 million
(2023-24) to USD 688.89 million (2024-25).

84. The Gaan Ngai festival, which marks the beginning,ofithe;New Year and is
celebrated after the harvest season, is associated with-which’community of
Manipur?

Perg & dI¢ HATIT ST 1T 9T Taay St (ST BT Wl T 715 (Gaan Ngai)
ud afTR ¥ fa wHem | defia @2

(a) Meitei

(b) Tangkhul

(c) Kabui

(d) Kuki

(e) Paite

Ans. c

Sol. Gaan Ngai Festival of Kabui Community Begins in Manipur, Marking New Year
The Gaan Ngai festival of the Kabui community has commenced across Manipur,
marking the beginning of the New Year and being celebrated after the harvest
season.
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The State Level Gaan Ngai Festival 2026 was held at Konthoujam Mamang Kabui
Village in Imphal West district, with widespread participation of the Kabui
community.

The five-day festival marks the end of the agricultural year, symbolised by the

lighting of new fire created by rubbing dry wood and bamboo, which is distributed to
households to signify renewal and prosperity.

85. The Government of India has recently launched the Market Access Support
(MAS) scheme with an aim to improve the global reach, visibility, and
competitiveness of Indian exporters through structured and outcome-oriented
interventions. For which financial period has this MAS scheme been officially
launched?

YRd WHR 1 19 &1 A Arhe TaRT JUId (MAS) TSHT IR 31 8, forae sgxa
YR fRafas! 3t e ugs, exaar sk ufaetarear &) Srfa ok ufvom-
IW AUl & HIAH A TSI 31 T MAS o1 b1 USRS =9 I fod
forfta srafy & fore 3= fopar mam 32

(a) FY 2024-27

(b) FY 2025-28

(c) FY 2026-31

(d) FY 2027-32

(e) FY 2025-30

Ans. c

Sol. Government Launches %4,531 Crore Market Access Support Scheme to Boost
Exports

The government has launched a 34,531 crore Market Access Support (MAS) scheme
for FY 2025-26 to 2030-31 to enhance the global reach, visibility, and
competitiveness of Indian exporters.

The scheme is a component of the 325,060 crore Export Promotion Mission,
approved by the Union Cabinet in November, with 500 crore allocated in the current
fiscal and %330 crore arrears to be cleared initially.

The launch comes as Indian exporters face challenges due to the 50% tariff imposed
by the US on several Indian products, necessitating stronger market access initiatives.
MAS will provide structured support for buyer—seller meets, international trade fairs
and exhibitions, reverse buyer—seller meets in India, and trade delegations to priority
and emerging markets.

At least 35% participation of MSMEs is mandatory in supported events, with special
incentives for new geographies, smaller markets, and small exporters, including
partial airfare support for exporters with turnover up to %75 lakh.
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86. The Indian Army has declared 2026 as which special year to enhance
connectivity, decision-making, and combat effectiveness?

YR 941 A FAfFefad, fAofa a7 i g yumaxfiadr &1 9eM & e 2026 Ft
54 fadiv af & wu & N frar &2

(a) Year of Modernization

(b) Year of Indigenous Weapons

(c) Year of Cyber Security

(d) Year of Networking & Data Centricity

(e) Year of Strategic Mobility

Ans.d

Sol. Indian Army Declares 2026 as 'Year of Networking & Data Centricity’ to Boost
Combat Readiness

The Indian Army has announced 2026 as the Year of Networking & Data Centricity to
focus on enhancing connectivity, real-time decision-making, and combat
effectiveness.

General Dwivedi emphasised the growing role of indigenous systems, data-driven
operations, and enhanced networking, making the Army more agile and future-ready.
The initiative aims to strengthen resilience, improve operational efficiency, and
enable a modern, technology-driven force prepared for future challenges.

87. Where has the Indian Army launchedithe community radio station ‘Radio
Sangam’?

YR A1 7 A T Argeriie Ieat R w8l 3 a1 32

(a) Srinagar, J&K

(b) Poonch, J&K

(c) Rajouri, J&K

(d) Leh, Ladakh

(e) Jammu city, J&K

Ans. c

Sol. Indian Army Launches ‘Radio Sangam’ in Rajouri, J&K to Strengthen Border
Communication

The Indian Army, in collaboration with the local administration, has launched a
community radio station ‘Radio Sangam’ (88.8 FM) in Keri village, Dongi area, Rajouri,
J&K, near the Line of Control (LoC).

Radio Sangam is the first community radio station in the region, aimed at
strengthening outreach to border residents and providing a credible local
communication platform.
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The station will counter cross-border propaganda, tackle misinformation, and provide
reliable news and updates for residents of forward areas.

88. Under ICICI Bank'’s newly launched Capital Gains Account Scheme (CGAS),
which allows taxpayers to park unutilised long-term capital gains or sale
proceeds, earn interest, and claim tax exemptions, who are initially eligible to
open an account starting from January 1, 2026?

ICICI 9 S} 75 YJR= B! T3 SfUcd 1T APTIC W (CGAS) ¥ d8d, Sl caquad
DI VYA Gal A & Goiird ATy a1 faspt S Y ST HeA, ST UM SR B
sza;mﬁaﬁgﬁ%na?ﬁ%, URY # fHd 1 Fat 2026 I Qa1 Wia

(a) Only Non-Resident Indians (NRIs)

(b) Only corporate and non-individual entities

(c) Resident individuals and Hindu Undivided Families

(d) Foreign institutional investors

(e) Trusts, charitable organizations, and NGOs

Ans. c

Sol. ICICI Bank Launches Capital Gains Account Scheme (CGAS) for Tax-Exempt
Deposits from January 1, 2026

From 1 January 2026, ICICI Bank offers CGAS, allowing taxpayers to park unutilised
long-term capital gains or sale proceeds, earn interest, and claim tax exemptions.
Initially available to resident individuals and Hindu Undivided Families (HUFs), with
plans to extend to non-individual entities and NRIs later. Accounts can be opened at
ICICI Bank branches (except rural branches).

Type A accounts function like savings accounts with flexible withdrawals for approved
reinvestments, while Type B accounts are term deposit-like, available in cumulative or
non-cumulative formats for a fixed tenure.

89. Which company successfully launched Italy’s COSMO-SkyMed Second
Generation satellite?

gl & COSMO-SkyMed Tdhs S-RRI AedTse ®i [bd HU A AHAAIYdD
di=d fan

(a) Blue Origin

(b) United Launch Alliance (ULA)

(c) Arianespace

(d) SpaceX

(e) Roscosmos

Ans. d
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Sol. SpaceX Successfully Launches Italy’s COSMO-SkyMed Second Generation Earth
Observation Satellite

SpaceX’s Falcon 9 successfully deployed Italy’s COSMO-SkyMed Second Generation
low-Earth orbit satellite from Vandenberg Space Force Base, California, in
collaboration with the Italian Space Agency and Italian Ministry of Defence.

The launch marked the 21st mission for the first-stage booster used, which previously
supported missions including Crew-7, CRS-29, PACE, Transporter-10, EarthCARE,
NROL-186, and multiple Starlink launches.

The satellite carries synthetic aperture radar instruments designed to monitor Earth
for emergency prevention, strategic, scientific, and commercial purposes, providing
comprehensive global data.

90. Who has been appointed as the Chief Justice of the Jharkhand High Court?
IRTS & AT & GBI TN & =0 § f5a fFgaa fear a2
(a) Justice Ramesh Chander Dimri
(b) Justice Neerja Kulwant Kalson
(c) Justice Mahesh Sharadchandra Sonak
(d) Justice Dipak Misra
(e) Justice N. V. Ramana
Ans. c
Sol. Justice Mahesh Sharadchandra Sonak Appointed Chief Justice of Jharkhand High
Court
The Centre has approved the appointment of Justice Mahesh Sharadchandra Sonak
as the Chief Justice of the Jharkhand High Court, with President Droupadi Murmu
sanctioning the appointment.
Justice Sonak, who is currently a judge of the Bombay High Court, was
recommended for the position by the Supreme Court Collegium during its recent
meeting.
In addition, the government has approved the appointment of Ramesh Chander
Dimri and Neerja Kulwant Kalson as Additional Judges of the Punjab and Haryana
High Court for a two-year term, also following Supreme Court Collegium
recommendations.
Recent Appointments
e President of Atal Smriti Nyas Society - M. Venkaiah Naidu (replace Vijay
Kumar Malhotra)
MD & CEO of Hyundai Motor India -Tarun Garg
DG of Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) - Lav Aggarwal
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Chairman & Managing Director of the Food Corporation of India (FCI) -
Rabindra Kumar Agarwal

Director General of Hydrocarbons in the Ministry of Petroleum & Natural
Gas - Srikant Nagulapalli

Interim DG of NIA - Rakesh Aggarwal (replaec Sadanand Date)

91. Who will be the chief guests at India’s Republic Day celebrations in 2026?
2026 T HIRA & VA feaq TURIE § g&I Sifafy &4 gl
(a) Emmanuel Macron and Olaf Scholz
(b) Ursula von der Leyen and Anténio Costa
(c) Charles Michel and Josep Borrell
(d) Angela Merkel and Jean-Claude Juncker
(e) Pedro Sanchez and Mark Rutte
Ans. b
Sol. EU Leaders Ursula von der Leyen and Antonio Costa to Be Chief Guests at India’s
Republic Day 2026
European Union leaders Ursula von der Leyen and Anténio Costa will be the chief
guests at India’s Republic Day 2026 celebrations on January 26, 2026, marking a
significant diplomatic moment for the event.
Ursula von der Leyen serves as President of the European Commission and Anténio
Costa as President of the European Council, representing the top leadership of the
EU.
This invitation underscores strengthening India—EU diplomatic and economic ties,
highlighting India’s strategic engagement with the European Union as a unified
partner.
About European Union (EU)
e founded: 1 November 1993
e founders: Germany, France, Italy, Netherlands, Belgium, Luxembourg
e Headquarters - Brussels, Belgium
Members Country - 27
President of European Council - Antonion Costa
President of Commission - Ursula von der Leyen
President of European Parliament - Roebrt Metsola

92. Which Indian state documented its first-ever sighting of the ultra-rare
“Sandalwood Leopard”?

f5a URR 59 7 Ugdl IR 94 g1 gAY "TeH dgu” Bl 3@ | Bl geAT Bl
STergie fpar 22
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(a) Maharashtra

(b) Kerala

(c) Karnataka

(d) Tamil Nadu

(e) Andhra Pradesh

Ans. c

Sol. Karnataka Records First Sighting of Ultra-Rare ‘Sandalwood Leopard’ in
Vijayanagara

Karnataka recorded its first-ever sighting of the ultra-rare “Sandalwood Leopard” in
Vijayanagara district, marking only the second confirmed instance in India.

The female leopard shows a pale reddish-pink coat with light-brown rosettes, unlike
the usual tawny colour, and was captured on camera traps, later seen with a normally
coloured cub.

The discovery was documented by wildlife biologist Sanjay Gubbi and the Holematthi
Nature Foundation, with researchers noting that genetic confirmation will require
non-invasive DNA analysis.

93. Which private sector bank has received approval from the Government of
India to enter the Capital Gains Account Scheme (CGAS) market, allowing
taxpayers to park uninvested long-term capital gains from January 1, 2026?

fPH Urgde AR 9P P URT TWIR | ST 1 APIEC W (CGAS) HIdHE
H Tt P 3t Hepd freft 8, ot eryuast 1 w+1adt, 2026 A faAT 3d% fpu M@
AI-T-2H Bfied 179 DI UTh B T2

(a) State Bank of India

(b) Punjab National Bank

(c) ICICI Bank

(d) Bank of Baroda

(e) Canara Bank

Ans. c

Sol. ICICI Bank Enters Capital Gains Account Scheme, Offering Tax-Saving Option
from 2026

ICICI Bank has entered the Capital Gains Account Scheme (CGAS) after the
Government of India approval, allowing resident individuals and HUFs to park
uninvested long-term capital gains from January 1, 2026.

The CGAS account enables taxpayers to earn interest for up to three years while
preserving capital gains tax exemptions and planning reinvestment.

ICICI Bank becomes one of the few authorised banks to offer CGAS, easing
reinvestment timeline challenges faced by taxpayers, especially in property
transactions.
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The move expands access to CGAS in urban and semi-urban areas, positioning the
scheme as both a tax-compliance tool and short-term capital management solution.
About Industrial Credit and Investment Corporation of India (ICIC[) Bank

e Founded - 71994

o Headquarters - Mumbai

o MD & CEO - Sandeep Bakhshi

o Tagline - Hum Hai Na Khayal Apka

94. The 2nd Khelo India Beach Games will be held at Ghoghla Beach, Diu, from
5 to 10 January, organised by the UT of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman
and Diu. Which of the following is not a medal event at the Khelo India Beach
Games?

<O Wal gfear §a A= 5 & 10 T a@ g & 9T di W it feu
ST, FIepT SITATST STeRT 3R TR gadll SR G 3R dia & dg wfyd udw
&1 far g | fFufeRaa & @ o4 a1 @) sfEar = 7w | Asd sde 981 82
(a) Beach Kabaddi

(b) Beach Sepak Takraw

(c) Open Water Swimming

(d) Mallakhamb

(e) Beach Volleyball

Ans.d

Sol. 2nd Khelo India Beach Games Kicks Off at Ghoghla Beach, Diu with 2,100+
Athletes

The 2nd Khelo India Beach Games will be held at Ghoghla Beach, Diu, from 5 to 10
January, organised by the UT of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu.

Over 2,100 athletes will compete in eight beach sports, with six medal events
including Beach Soccer, Beach Volleyball, Beach Kabaddi, Pencak Silat and Open
Water Swimming. Mallakhamb and Tug of War are the non-medal events.
Conducted under the technical supervision of the Sports Authority of India, the event
aligns with PM Narendra Modi's vision of promoting a strong sports culture and
healthy youth.

Mascot: Pearls - the Dolphin

95. Which country became the first to formally recognise Somaliland as an
independent and sovereign state?

DI T I SNUAIRE FU A THATAIAS Bl TP WqaT MR WY 59 F U |
AT A aTel UgdT 3% & T[T

(a) United States
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(b) United Kingdom
(c) Israel
(d) Turkey
(e) United Arab Emirates
Ans. c
Sol. Israel Becomes First Country to Recognise Somaliland as an Independent State
Israel became the first country to formally recognise Somaliland as an independent
and sovereign state, a move likely to impact regional dynamics and challenge
Somalia’s opposition to secession.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu announced immediate cooperation with
Somaliland in agriculture, health, technology and the economy, and signed a joint
declaration of mutual recognition with President Abdirahman Mohamed Abdullahi.
About Israel

e Capital - Jerusalem

e Currency - Shegel

e President - /saac Herzog

e Prime Minister - Benjamin Netanyahu

96. A total of 63 wrestlers were bought in the Pro Wrestling League Season 5
auction, with six franchises spending over ¥11 crore to build their squads. Who
received the highest bid of ¥60 lakh in the auction?

W ¥Gfeit o Wi 5 #t Fanht & v 63 ygaarl @ @l mar, v o8
Thargell 7 g AH g9 & forw 211 HAs A el T fee | Fardt & gaa
H1ET 260 TG 1 dtetl fos firedl

(a) Robert Baran

(b) Aman Sehrawat

(c) Sujeet Kalkal

(d) Yui Susaki

(e) Antim Panghal

Ans.d

Sol. Pro Wrestling League Season 5 Auction Sees 63 Wrestlers Sold for Over %11
Crore

A total of 63 wrestlers were bought in the Pro Wrestling League Season 5 auction,
with six franchises spending over 211 crore to build their squads.

Yui Susaki, two-time Olympic medallist and four-time world champion, received the
highest bid of 260 lakh from Haryana Thunders.
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Among men, Robert Baran was the most expensive, purchased by Maharashtra Kesari
for 55 lakh, while Indian wrestlers Sujeet Kalkal and Antim Panghal attracted bids of
%52 lakh each.

The tournament resumes after six years, scheduled from 15 January to 1 February at
the Noida Indoor Stadium, featuring nine weight categories across men’s and
women'’s divisions.

97. Which company signed an MoU with NSTFDC for CSR-funded development
of Eklavya Model Residential Schools?

g HU-l A Thder ATsd YT RIUA Wpdl & CSR-Trss saaude & fog
NSTFDC & |14 MoU TS+ faam?

(a) Indian Oil Corporation

(b) ONGC Ltd.

(c) Bharat Petroleum

(d) Reliance Industries

(e) GAIL India

Ans. b

Sol. ONGC Partners with NSTFDC to Boost Infrastructure and Education in Eklavya
Model Residential Schools

ONGC Ltd. signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with NSTFDC to support
infrastructure development and welfare initiatives for Eklavya Model Residential
Schools (EMRS), aimed at tribal youth empowerment.

The initiative focuses on career mentorship, digital education, teacher capacity
building, and holistic development of tribal students enrolled in EMRS.

Under the project, ONGC has sanctioned %28 crores for digital learning infrastructure,
health and hygiene interventions (like sanitary pad vending machines and
incinerators), career counseling, and entrepreneurship training across 144 EMRS in 11
states and UTs.

The project is expected to benefit over 35,000 tribal students, enhancing equal access
to quality education, technology, and career opportunities.

98. Who released the book “Khutbat-e-Modi: Lal Qila Ki Faseel Se"?
“GATd-T-HIS: AT fhar @1 il Q- qwae &1 fau== A fean
(a) Narendra Modi

(b) Amit Shah

(c) Dharmendra Pradhan

(d) Rajnath Singh

(e) Nirmala Sitharaman
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Ans. c
Sol. Dharmendra Pradhan Releases Urdu Compilation of PM Modi's Independence
Day Speeches
Union Education Minister Shri Dharmendra Pradhan released the Urdu book
“Khutbat-e-Modi: Lal Qila Ki Faseel Se” in New Delhi.
The book compiles Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Independence Day speeches
(2014-2025) delivered from the Red Fort, presented in Urdu.
Published by the National Council for Promotion of Urdu Language (NCPUL) under
the Ministry of Education, the compilation highlights New India’s transformation and
the government’s focus on linguistic inclusivity.
Recent Books
e The Great Sanctions Hack — Uyjit Patel (Published by Rupa Publications India)
e Salman Khan: The Sultan of Bollywood - Mohar Basu (publish by
HarperCollins India)
A Sixth of Humanity — Devesh Kapur and Arvind Subramanian
Chunotiya Mujhe Pasand Hai (Challenges I Like) - Vinay Joshi, Ashok Desal,
Dr. Pankayj Jani
Different But No Less - Anupam Kher
Operation Sindoor: The Untold Story of India’s Deep Strikes Inside
Pakistan - Retd. Lt. Gen KJS Dhillion (launched by Upendra Dwived))

99. The two-day Human Capital Working Group Meeting focusing on education
reform, workforce transition and inclusive Al adoptionjis-being jointly hosted
by which of the following organisations at IIT Guwahati?

fRram YuUR, Friad uRade 3R AHa-Higd Al 3T R Higd ¢l-fqadiig #ra
Goll BT THE 98P BT AT [ TRITSAT §RT Ggad =0 § fHar &1 387132

(a) MeitY, IndiaAl Mission, Government of Assam and lIT Guwahati

(b) Ministry of Education, NITI Aayog and lIT Guwahati

(c) MeitY, NASSCOM, Government of Assam and IIT Delhi

(d) IndiaAl Mission, AICTE and IIT Madras

(e) MeitY, DRDO and IISc Bengaluru

Ans. a

Sol. MeitY, IndiaAl and IIT Guwahati Host Human Capital Working Group Meeting on
Al

MeitY, IndiaAl Mission, Government of Assam and IIT Guwahati are jointly hosting a
two-day Human Capital Working Group Meeting at the IIT Guwahati campus.

The meeting brought together policymakers, academic leaders and industry experts
to discuss education reforms, workforce transition and human-centric Al adoption.
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Chaired by Prof. T. G. Sitharam, the meeting serves as a precursor to the India Al
Impact Summit 2026, scheduled in New Delhi (15-20 February 2026).

100. SAMPANN is an integrated online pension management system for
Department of Telecommunications (DoT) pensioners, enabling end-to-end
processing, sanctioning and direct bank transfer of pensions. What is the full
form of SAMPANN in the context of pension management?

SAMPANN gREAR faUTT (DoT) & UFHIRTT & for tep Eéids sifarg UxM
Aorie Red 8, ot U3H @t Te-g-Ts MR, Aot ok i §& Tiaws 3t
HeH 9741 8 | U= ae & g § SAMPANN &1 QRT ATH &1 8?2

(a) System for Accounting and Monitoring of Pension Network

(b) Scheme for Automated Management of Pension and Nominations

(c) System for Accounting and Management of Pension

(d) Software for Allocation and Management of Pension Network

(e) System for Administration and Monitoring of Pension Norms

Ans. c

Sol. SAMPANN Integrated Pension System Enhanced with DigiLocker Access for DoT
Pensioners

SAMPANN (System for Accounting and Management of Pension) is an integrated
online pension management system for Department of Telecommunications (DoT)
pensioners, enabling end-to-end processing, sanctioning and direct bank transfer of
pensions.

The platform provides online grievance redressal, digital profile management and
transaction records, improving transparency, efficiency and service delivery for
telecom retirees.

To promote digital governance and paperless services, key pension documents such
as Pension Payment Orders, Gratuity Orders, Commutation Orders and Form 16 are
now available via DigiLocker, allowing secure anytime access and long-term digital
preservation.

101. Who has been appointed as the brand ambassador for Reliance’s packaged
water brand Campa Sure?

R & 9%s afer Fis T TR &1 Fis Taws f&a fygea forar mar 82

(a) Ram Charan

(b) Amitabh Bachchan

(c) Deepika Padukone

(d) Ajith Kumar

(e) Salman Khan
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Ans. b
Sol. Reliance Signs Amitabh Bachchan as Brand Ambassador for Campa Sure
Packaged Water
Reliance Consumer Products Limited (RCPL) has signed Amitabh Bachchan as the
brand ambassador for its packaged drinking water brand Campa Sure.
This marks the third major brand endorsement by RCPL in recent months, following
Ram Charan'’s association with Campa and a strategic partnership with Ajith Kumar's
motorsport team.
The move comes amid heightened competition in the packaged water segment,
especially after the GST on mineral water was reduced to 5% from 18%, prompting
price cuts across the industry.
Recent Brand Ambassador
e Andre De Grasse - Tata Mumbai Marathon 2026
e (ristiano Ronaldo - Al company Perplexity
e Harmanpreet Kaur - PNB (First Female Brand Ambassador)
Indian cricket Abhishek Sharma - United Arab Emirates (News\Voir) DP World
Rohit Sharma -ICC Men's T20 World Cup 2026
Shafali Verma - Haryana Women's Commission

102. Which state government has recently signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with the Reserve Bank of India to enable the central bank
to act as its banker, debt manager, and.financial agent, thereby improving
management of borrowings and cash flows?

. BT g1 § o T WRBR A $E % Bi 30+ §H7, HIT YU 3R faxiiy goie
& ¥U H 1 HA § W 991 & forg Wi ord 9@ & |1y s gHshdar Jaq
(TH3NY) TR ge1eR fpu &, o SUR 3R Aod} yare & yaed & gUR gim?

(a) Maharashtra Government

(b) Delhi Government

(c) Karnataka Government

(d) Tamil Nadu Government

(e) Gujarat Government

Ans. b

Sol. Delhi Government Signs MoU with RBI to Streamline Borrowings and Cash
Management

Delhi government signs MoU with RBI, allowing it to act as banker, debt manager,
and financial agent for the state.

The MoU enables market borrowings through State Development Loans, automatic
surplus cash investment, professional cash management, and access to low-cost
liquidity.
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CM Rekha Gupta calls the agreement a transformational milestone and a long-
overdue financial reform

103. In January 2026, which company entered the private credit market by
launching Structured Credit Fund-I targeting mid-market companies?

WAt 2026 ¥, 5 SO 7 HA-IIR SUFAl &1 Afed S §U oS dfse
s-1 di-d $ (Aol BT I9R | yaw fearn

(a) ICICI Bank

(b) HDFC AMC

(c) SBI Mutual Fund

(d) Kotak Mahindra AMC

(e) Axis Bank

Ans. b

Sol. HDFC AMC Launches %2,500-Crore Structured Credit Fund to Tap Private Credit
Market

HDFC AMC enters the private credit market with its new Structured Credit Fund-I,
targeting mid-market companies with alternative debt financing.

IFC, part of the World Bank Group, will invest up to 2220 crore as an anchor investor;
the fund has already secured 31,290 crore in its first close, aiming for a total corpus
of 1,500 crore with a green-shoe option of 31,000 crore.

The fund will invest in mid-market companies across sectors, aiming for mid-teen
returns over 4-6 years, enhancing access to finance, supporting job creation, and
promoting market innovation.

104. Former Union Minister and senior Congress leader Suresh Kalmadi passed
away in Pune at the age of 81. During which years did Suresh Kalmadi serve as
the president of the Indian Olympic Association (I0A)?

d $ig W 3R afty S0 Ad1 T FaAATS! $T 81 a4 Y 3mg H qur 7 e g
T | R FAATS! A {5 ad & R YR 3fiwfis W (10A) & 3eae & &4
# o1 foram

(a) 1990-2000

(b) 1992-2008

(c) 1996-2012

(d) 1998-2014

(e) 2000-2016

Ans. c

Sol. Former Union Minister and Congress Leader Suresh Kalmadi Passes Away at 81
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Former Union Minister and senior Congress leader Suresh Kalmadi passed away in
Pune at the age of 81.

He served as Union Minister of State for Railways (1995-1996) and presented the
Railway Budget during PV. Narasimha Rao's tenure.

Kalmadi was also the president of the Indian Olympic Association (IOA) from 1996 to
2012 and represented Pune multiple times in the Lok Sabha.

105. Recently, the website of the Post Graduate Insolvency Programme (PGIP)
was launched at the Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs (IICA) campus. Who
among the following launched this website while presiding over the event as
the Chief Guest?

71 &1 ¥, 3309 SWleye 3w ®Iuive 3ba™i (1IICA) U # UiRe d9ue
ggTead! MU (PGIP) B d99Tge did @t 715 | FAufefeaa 9 fea 39
SRIHH | GBI fafy & IR IR &I HRd §U 39 da9Ise DI ald fpan

(a) Ajay Tyagi

(b) Tuhin Kanta Pandey

(c) Ravi Mittal

(d) Rajesh Verma

(e) Injeti Srinivas

Ans. c

Sol. IBBI Chairperson Ravi Mittal Launches IICA PGIP Programme Website

IBBI Chairperson Shri Ravi Mittal launched the Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs
(IICA) PGIP programme website while presiding as Chief Guest at an event on the
lICA campus.

He encouraged students interested in research to apply for.the upcoming IBBI
research programme, offering selected candidates an opportunity to work with IBBI.
The newly launched website will serve as a digital platform to connect PGIP alumni
with current students, promoting interaction, knowledge sharing, problem-solving,
and industry exposure through alumni engagement.

106. The Competition Commission of India (CCl) recently approved the
acquisition of which company by Nippon Steel Corporation?

YR gfaaat ST (ccn) A 71 81 # i Wa 19k gRT fod St &
ftrrgur ®t Hedt &

(a) JFE Steel Corporation

(b) Krosaki Harima Corporation

(c) Sumitomo Metals

(d) Kobe Steel

(e) Tata Steel
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Ans. b

Sol. CCl Approves Nippon Steel Corporation’s Acquisition of Krosaki Harima
Corporation

The Competition Commission of India (CCl) has approved the acquisition of Krosaki
Harima Corporation by Nippon Steel Corporation, Japan.

Under the proposed combination, Nippon Steel will acquire 53.4% additional stake in
Krosaki through a tender offer and potential squeeze-out, increasing its total
shareholding to 100%.

Krosaki, a publicly listed Japanese company, operates in India through affiliates,
manufacturing and selling refractory products serving industries like iron & steel,
lime, aluminium, power, cement, and copper.

Nippon Steel, also Japan-based, is engaged in India in manufacturing tubes and
pipes, processing automotive cold-rolled steel sheets, crankshafts, auto-parts, and
importing and selling various steel products.

107. ITI Aayog released the fifth edition of its flagship publication Trade Watch
Quarterly, presenting a data-driven assessment'of Inbdia’s trade performance in
Q1 FY 2025-26 (April-June 2025), with a special focus on automotive exports.
Who unveiled the fifth edition of Trade Watch Quarterly in New Delhi?

i ST A 39 UE UfRIh =T 28 arg SIeXdl &1 Uigdi Tfex= R fab,
forTH Q1 FY 2025-26 (3ME-S[H 2025) H URd & 8 WHIHT BT SeT-MeTd
i ORI far Tan g, forad sifeivifed Triuid wR @R e fear mar g1 98
el o 25 ara T1dId! & Uiad TS &7 SF1avvl fhaq fan

(a) Nirmala Sitharaman

(b) Dr. Arvind Virmani

(c) Rajiv Kumar

(d) Amitabh Kant

(e) Ramesh Abhishek

Ans. b

Sol. NITI Aayog Unveils Fifth Edition of Trade Watch Quarterly

NITI Aayog released the fifth edition of its flagship publication Trade Watch
Quarterly, presenting a data-driven assessment of India’s trade performance in Q1 FY
2025-26 (April-June 2025), with a special focus on automotive exports.

The report was unveiled in New Delhi on January 6 by Dr. Arvind Virmani, Member,
NITI Aayog, and highlights structural shifts in India’s trade, including rising
technology-intensive exports and resilient services-led growth.

A key thematic section analyses India’s automotive exports, noting strong
performance in auto components and select vehicle segments such as motorcycles
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and tractors, while identifying a large untapped global market worth about USD 2.2
trillion.

The publication outlines policy priorities to enhance export competitiveness,
including improving quality standards, adopting advanced technologies,
strengthening logistics, diversifying markets, and deepening integration into global
automotive value chains.

108. The Third Technical Hindi Symposium titled “Abhyuday-3”, aimed at
promoting the use of Technical Hindi in scientific and technological domains,
was organised at which of the following institutions?

AP 3R dp1 &= A dp-ie! fEd) & gTHTd P 9291 &1 & HHde 4,
"3WYGT-3" ATH P dIRT fropd B Rmiforaw 599 9 fw I o smaifora
fomam T 2

(a) Indian Institute of Technology Jodhpur

(b) Indian Institute of Technology Delhi

(c) Indian Institute of Technology Indore

(d) Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru

(e) National Institute of Technology Bhopal

Ans. c

Sol. CSIR-NIScPR, IIT Indore and IIT Jodhpur Organise Third Technical Hindi
Symposium “Abhyuday-3”

CSIR-NIScPR, IIT Indore, and IIT Jodhpur jointly organised the third Technical Hindi
Symposium “Abhyuday-3" at lIT Indore, which concluded as a two-day academic
event.

The symposium aimed to promote the use of Technical Hindi-and-enhance the
outreach of science and technology to wider sections of society through effective
communication.

The programme featured invited lectures on science, engineering, digital
technologies, and innovation, along with paper presentation sessions where 25
participants presented their research in Hindi.

109. Union Minister for Education Shri Dharmendra Pradhan recently released
55 literary works in classical Indian languages at which place?

St fRren w3 oft enfg wem A 319 € ° 59 e W sariied WRd yrarsit |
55 Flfgf® Ffadl 1 fawra= fean

(a) Chennai

(b) Bengaluru

(c) Hyderabad
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(d) New Delhi

(e) Thiruvananthapuram

Ans.d

Sol. Dharmendra Pradhan Releases 55 Literary Works in Classical Indian Languages
Union Minister for Education Shri Dharmendra Pradhan released 55 literary works in
classical Indian languages at an event held in New Delhi.

The releases include 41 books prepared by the Centres of Excellence for Classical
Languages under the Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL).

Additionally, 13 books and a Tirukkural Sign Language series were brought out by
the Central Institute of Classical Tamil (CICT), covering Kannada, Telugu, Malayalam,
Odia, and Tamil.

The initiative aims to promote India’s linguistic heritage, strengthen classical
language research, and foster cultural pride by integrating traditional knowledge into
education.

110. WaveX, which recently signed an MoU with FITT-IIT Delhi, is an initiative
under which ministry?

WaveX, for™ g1a 8t & FITT-nT et & 14 T MoU 13+ o 3, fora fafad}
& dgd U shfRiefed g2

(a) Ministry of Electronics and IT

(b) Ministry of Education

(c) Ministry of Information & Broadcasting

(d) Ministry of Commerce & Industry

(e) Ministry of Science & Technology

Ans. c

Sol. Ministry of I&B's WaveX Signs MoU with FITT-IIT Delhi to Boost Innovation in
Broadcasting and Entertainment

WaveX, the startup accelerator initiative of the Ministry of Information &
Broadcasting, signed an MoU with the Foundation for Innovation and Technology
Transfer (FITT), IT Delhi, to promote innovation and entrepreneurship in media,
entertainment, broadcasting, and communication technologies.

Under the collaboration, FITT, IIT Delhi will support the implementation and
expansion of the WaveX Programme by helping establish and strengthen incubation
centres across the country.

FITT will provide strategic and operational guidance, technical expertise, research
facilities, mentorship, intellectual property (IP) support, and capacity-building for
startups and incubation managers.
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111. The State Bank of India (SBI), the only Indian bank with a presence in
Israel, is facilitating bilateral trade between India and Israel in Indian rupees
(INR). This initiative comes amid growing economic engagement between the
two countries, as discussions on which agreement gain momentum?

e d@ 3Tt 3f3T (SBI), St SORTSA H HIN[g THUE YR 9F &, U 3ud
(INR) # HRd 3R SoRTSd & §19 fguelta UuR &) A9 91 38T 8 1 U Ugd
S <= & S ged snfde s & o4 3rrs 8, oI dgd fvy gusid = =i
ool 1 T8 82

(a) Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT)

(b) Free Trade Agreement (FTA)

(c) Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement (DTAA)

(d) Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA)

(e) Strategic Defence Pact

Ans. b

Sol. SBI Promotes India-Israel Trade in Rupees as FTA Talks Gain Momentum

SBI, the only Indian bank in Israel, is promoting bilateral trade between India and
Israel in Indian rupees (INR) as Free Trade Agreement (FTA) discussions gain
momentum.

Israeli entities can now make and receive payments in INR through SBI’s Special
Rupee Vostro Account (SRVA) for exports/imports of goods and services.

SBI Tel Aviv has organised meetings and webinars with the Israel-India Chamber of
Commerce and engaged major Israeli defence entities to facilitate rupee trade and
strengthen economic ties.

The branch also supports over 40,000 Indian workers;in Israel by facilitating
remittances to India and opening NRI accounts, while providing trade finance, bank
guarantees, and corporate banking services.

112. Australian batter Steve Smith became the second-highest run-scorer in
Ashes history on January 6, 2026. Whose record did Steve Smith surpass to
become the second-highest run-scorer in Ashes history?

JATETOraTs TeaaTs Wid Y 6 THaRY, 2026 B TR g # ga¥ Iad TTET
¥ ¥4 aral Raarst a9 ) Wia ¥y 3 v gfaera 9 g e |rer A
T arel feaSt 91 & fore vt Rapis diem?

(a) Don Bradman

(b) Joe Root

(c) Jack Hobbs

(d) Alastair Cook

(e) Ricky Ponting

Ans. b
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Sol. Steve Smith Becomes Second-Highest Run-Scorer in Ashes History, Only Behind
Don Bradman

Australian batter Steve Smith became the second-highest run-scorer in Ashes history
on January 6, 2026, surpassing England’s Jack Hobbs during Day 2 of the fifth Test at
Sydney Cricket Ground.

Smith has scored 3644 runs in 41 matches and 73 innings at an average of 56.93,
including 13 centuries and 15 half-centuries, placing him only behind Australian
legend Don Bradman, who scored 5028 runs.

Steve Smith notched his 37th Test century and 13th Ashes century, surpassing Jack
Hobbs' record of 12 Ashes hundreds; only Don Bradman's 19 Ashes centuries remain
ahead.

113. India has recently introduced the e-Production Investment Business Visa,
also known as the e-B-4 Visa, for Chinese business professionals. What is the
primary purpose of this visa?

YRA A 5T g1 | I foor-19 WhReed & e §-HisaR™ s-avcde fowma dien
U foran 8, ot §-aft-4 diw oft we1 oA 31 39 91T BT Y= Udhue T 82

(a) To allow Chinese nationals to travel to India for tourism, sightseeing, and
leisure activities.

(b) To provide employment opportunities exclusively in India’s IT sector.

(c) To facilitate specified industrial, manufacturing, and investment-related
commercial activities.

(d) To enable Chinese students to participate in academic research and
exchange programs in Indian universities.

(e) To allow diplomats and government officials to carry out bilateral
discussions and official visits.

Ans. c

Sol. India Launches e-B-4 Visa for Chinese Business Professionals to Boost Industrial
and Investment Activities

India has introduced the e-Production Investment Business Visa (e-B-4 Visa) for
Chinese business professionals, allowing travel to India for specified industrial and
commercial activities as part of measures to stabilise and reset bilateral ties.

The e-B-4 Visa, effective from January 1, can be applied for entirely online, permits a
stay of up to six months, and is designed to facilitate production-linked and
investment-related business operations.

Permitted activities under the visa include equipment installation, quality checks, IT
system ramp-up, workforce training, supply chain development, plant
commissioning, and visits by senior management, with applications processed via the
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Bureau of Immigration portal for individuals and the NSWS portal for Indian
companies.

114. According to Indian Ratings & Research (Ind-Ra), India’s GDP is projected
to grow by what percentage in FY 2026-27?

3T & T R (F8-3) & YR, FY 2026-27 § HIRd &t GDP fra+
=T S HT U 82

(a) 6.5%

(b) 6.7%

(c) 6.9%

(d) 7.1%

(e) 7.4%

Ans. c

Sol. India’s GDP Projected to Grow 6.9% in FY 2026-27: Ind-Ra

This projected growth is lower than the estimated 7.4% GDP growth for the Financial
Year 2025-26.

115. In January 2026, how much total funding did EXIM Bank raise through its
dual-tranche U.S. dollar-denominated bonds?

a3 2026 H, EXIM 9% 3 31U+ €ig: fh=d arat siR®! sTeR-Yeu a1a dis &
HIHH | Fd fra-l Y=R1RT Sers?

(a) $500 million

(b) $750 million

(c) $1 billion

(d) $1.5 billion

(e) $2 billion

Ans. c

Sol. EXIM Bank Raises $1 Billion Through Dual-Tranche U.S. Dollar Bonds in First 2026
Debt Issue

The Export-Import Bank of India (EXIM Bank) accepted bids worth $1 billion for its
dual-tranche, longer-duration U.S. dollar-denominated bonds, marking India’s first
such debt issue of 2026.

The bank raised $500 million through 10-year bonds at a 5.00% yield, representing a
spread of 85 basis points over the 10-year U.S. Treasury yield.

Another $500 million was raised through 30-year bonds at a 5.75% yield, with a
spread of 95 basis points over the comparable U.S. Treasury yield.
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116. The first meeting of the Payments Regulatory Board (PRB) was held in
Mumbai. Who chaired the first meeting of the Payments Regulatory Board
(PRB)?

UHcH Wees! 9IS (PRB) ®! Ugd! 9@ Hag # g5 | UHcH Wdes! a1 (PRB) Ht
Ugeil Hifew oY sreagran fea a1

(a) Union Finance Minister

(b) RBI Deputy Governor

(c) RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra

(d) SEBI Chairperson

(e) Secretary, Ministry of Finance

Ans. ).

Sol. First Meeting of Payments Regulatory Board Held Under RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra

The first meeting of the Payments Regulatory Board (PRB) was held in Mumbai under
the chairmanship of RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra.

The PRB was constituted following amendments to the Payment and Settlement
Systems Act, 2007, which came into effect on 9 May last year.

The meeting reviewed the functioning of the Department of Payment and Settlement
Systems and discussed key issues related to domestic and global payment systems,
including the draft Payments Vision 2028 and findings of the RBI's Digital Payments
Survey.

117. Manoj Kothari, who passed away at'the age of 67, was associated with
which sport?

TS Doy, e 67 9ra &1 39 | feF 81 7, fPu @a d 98 &2

(a) Snooker

(b) Carrom

() Billiards

(d) Table Tennis

(e) Chess

Ans. c

Sol. Former World Billiards Champion Manoj Kothari Passes Away at 67

Manoj Kothari, former IBSF World Billiards Champion and Dhyan Chand Award
recipient, passed away at the age of 67.

He achieved global recognition by winning the IBSF World Billiards Championship in
1990 and later the World Doubles Billiards Championship in 1997.

Beyond his playing career, Kothari served as the chief national coach of the Indian
billiards team from 2011 for over a decade, mentoring several generations of players
and guiding them to multiple world titles.
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In recognition of his lifetime contribution to sports, the Government of India
honoured him with the Dhyan Chand Award in 2005, presented by then President A.
P. J. Abdul Kalam.

118. Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah created history by becoming the
longest-serving Chief Minister of the state, surpassing the long-standing tenure
record of which former Chief Minister?
PHled & JEIHA RIGRAAT 7 75T & T8 69 0T 96 GBIHAT 361 &1 3fder™
1, 319 fry yd et & e erdera & Reis & dsnr
(a) S. Nijalingappa
(b) Ramakrishna Hegde
(c) S. M. Krishna
(d) Devaraj Urs
(e) Dharam Singh
Ans.d
Sol. Siddaramaiah Becomes Longest-Serving Chief Minister of Karnatak
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah created history by becoming the longest-serving Chief
Minister of Karnataka, surpassing the record of late Devaraj Urs, a key figure in the
state’s social justice and land reform movement.
On January 6, during his second term, the 77-year-old leader equalled Urs' total
tenure of 2,792 days in office, combining service across two terms.
Siddaramaiah is also the only Chief Minister after Devaraj Urs to complete a full five-
year term, having served 1,829 days in his first tenure (2013-2018) and 963 days in
his current term since May 2023.
About Karnataka

e Capital - Bengaluru
e Chief Minister —Siddaramaiah
e Deputy Chief Minister - DK Shivakumar
eGovernor — Thawar Chand Gehlot

119. In January 2026, Justice A. Muhamed Mustaque was sworn in as the Chief
Justice of which High Court?

a3 2026 H, SIfe U. gWIG YEATH i fH¥ 815 DI & A1 Sifved &b 9k TR
Y

(a) Kerala High Court

(b) Calcutta High Court

(c) Sikkim High Court

(d) Gauhati High Court
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(e) Patna High Court
Ans. c
Sol. Justice A. Muhamed Mustaque Sworn in as 24th Chief Justice of Sikkim High
Court
Justice A. Muhamed Mustaque was sworn in as the 24th Chief Justice of the High
Court of Sikkim at Ashirwad Hall, Lok Bhawan, with Governor Om Prakash Mathur
administering the oath of office.
He succeeds Justice Biswanath Somadder, who recently retired from the post of Chief
Justice of the Sikkim High Court.
Recent Appointments
o Chief Justice of Jharkhand High Court - Justice Mahesh Sharadchandra
Sonak
President of Atal Smriti Nyas Society - M. Venkaiah Naidu (replace Vijay
Kumar Malhotra)
MD & CEO of Hyundai Motor India -Tarun Garg
DG of Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) - Lav Aggarwal
Chairman & Managing Director of the Food Corporation of India (FCI) -
Rabindra Kumar Agarwal

120. The Election Commission of India held a conference of Chief Electoral
Officers (CEOs) in New Delhi to prepare for the India International Conference
on Democracy and Election Management (IICDEM 2026). What is the theme of
IICDEM 2026?

YRA & A9 TN A ST AT HI36d AT SHIhH! TS SR A-eific
(IICDEM 2026) 3t daR} & forg =13 feeett & g1 gma Siftretivat (CEos) 31 Uwh
T AT fBar1 IICDEM 2026 FT fawg w1 32

(a) Strengthening Electoral Reforms in Developing Nations

(b) Democracy and Technology for Transparent Elections

(c) Democracy for an inclusive, peaceful, resilient and sustainable world

(d) Global Cooperation for Free and Fair Elections

(e) Inclusive Governance through Digital Democray

Ans. c

Sol. Election Commission Holds CEOs' Conference to Prepare for ICDEM 2026 in
New Delhi

Election Commission of India held a conference of Chief Electoral Officers (CEOs) in
New Delhi to prepare for the India International Conference on Democracy and
Election Management (IICDEM 2026), scheduled from January 21-23 at Bharat
Mandapam.
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Theme: Democracy for an inclusive, peaceful, resilient and sustainable world
Discussions focused on 36 thematic groups covering key aspects of election
management, aimed at building a structured global knowledge base from the
experiences of Election Management Bodies worldwide.
[ICDEM 2026 is expected to be the largest international event hosted by India in the
field of election management, with nearly 100 international delegates, multiple
plenary sessions, bilateral meetings and participation from leading academic
institutions.
About IICDEM (India International Conference on Democracy and Election
Management)
e The India International Conference on Democracy and Election Management
(IICDEM) is a global platform initiated by the Election Commission of India
(ECI) to promote dialogue, cooperation and knowledge-sharing on democratic
processes and election management.
e Director General - Rakesh.Kumar Verma

121. The National Textiles Ministers’ Conference 2026,'aimed at strengthening
Centre-State coordination and promoting growth, innovation and heritage in
the textile sector, was held in which city?

THICTEA QR H $5-Iod JH-GY Bl Aoigd B 3R fAPr, 39 iR
ORI @) 9e1a1 39 & HH S W AT caucsed fAfed #1359 2026 fFd
e § maifora &t S ot

(a) New Delhi

(b) Ahmedabad

(c) Jaipur

(d) Guwahati

(e) Kolkata

Ans.d

Sol. Assam Hosts Two-Day National Textiles Ministers’ Conference to Boost India’s
Textile Sector

The National Textiles Ministers’ Conference 2026 was held in Guwahati, Assam,
organised by the Ministry of Textiles in collaboration with the Government of Assam
under the theme “India’s Textiles: Weaving Growth, Heritage & Innovation”.

The conference will focus on policy reforms, infrastructure development,
sustainability, exports and technological innovation, aligning with the vision of
making India a global textile manufacturing hub by 2030 and the principle of "Vikas
Bhi, Virasat Bhi".
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The inaugural session will be attended by Union Textiles Minister Giriraj Singh, Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma and MoS for Textiles Pabitra Margherita, along
with the launch of an exhibition showcasing India’s textile capabilities and heritage.
About Ministry of Textiles

e Cabinet Minister- Giriraj Singh (Constituency- Begusarai, Bihar)

e Minister of State- Pabitra Margherita (Rajya Sabha- Assam)

122. According to Goldman Sachs, India’s GDP growth rate in FY 2026-27 is
expected to be:
Mesa IR & TER, FY 2026-27 § YR 31 GDP Ty I 781 31 IHG &
(@) 7.5%
(b) 7.3%
(c) 7.0%
(d) 6.8%
(e) 6.5%
Ans. d
Sol. Goldman Sachs Projects India’s GDP Growth at 6.8% in FY 2026-27
Goldman Sachs has projected that India's GDP growth will moderate to 6.8% in FY
2026-27, compared to an estimated 7.3% in FY 2025-26.
Goldman Sachs is an American multinational investment bank and financial services
company, known for its global economic and financial forecasts.
The firm was founded in 1869 and is headquartered in Lower Manhattan, New York
City.
GDP Projection List 2025
e /ndia Ratings & Research — 6.9% (FY27)
o ADB-7.2%(FY26)
e Fitch Rating — 7.4% (FY25)
Ind-Ra — 7% (FY26)
CRISIL — 7% (FY26)
IMF —6.4% (FY26); 6.2% (FY27

123. According to the latest data released by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), as
of March 2025, the Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation
(DICGC) had insured a portion of total bank deposits held in commercial and
cooperative banks in India. Considering both public and private sector banks,
foreign banks, regional rural banks, cooperative banks and small finance banks,
what was the percentage of total bank deposits by value that were insured
under DICGC?
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YR ord 9% (RBI) §RT SIRY Ad9aH s & R, ATd 2025 q@, feuife
SXARY TS $hfee TRE HIURTHA (DICGC) = URA H FARME 3R Hisiusfed
9P ° T $d d@ fEuifore & T e &1 St fvan 311 ufie Sk wisde Az
& dol, fae=it dot, ata urdior dol, Prefufea 9t ok Wi BIg-d 9ol oI
&I ® ¥@d 8T, DICGC & d8d $dl a fSuifere &1 Yed & feara o fa-n ufa=ma
e foar mar un

(a) 39.8%

(b) 41.5%

(c) 43.1%

(d) 45.0%

(e) 47.2%

Ans. b

Sol. DICGC Insures 41.5% of Bank Deposits, Fund Balance Rises to ¥2.29 Lakh Crore
as of March 2025

As of March 2025, 41.5% of total bank deposits by value and 97.6% by number of
accounts in commercial and cooperative banks were insured by the Deposit
Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC), which provides coverage up to
%5 lakh per depositor.

Out of %241.08 lakh crore total bank deposits, *100.12 lakh crore were insured,
slightly lower than the previous year's 43.1% (394.12 lakh crore) coverage.

In FY 2025, DICGC settled 476 crore of claims and recovered 21,309 crore, with the
deposit insurance fund balance reaching ¥2.29 lakh crore, a 15.2% increase year-on-
year; insured deposits grew 6.4%.

Since its inception in 1961, DICGC has funded the scheme through a flat-rate
premium of 12 paise per 100 of assessable deposits charged to banks.

Protected Pool

Bank Group wise insured deposits

Bank ‘Nunber ‘ m ‘m"‘ DR
PSU Bank 595 1261 472
Pvt Bank 257 819 314
Foreign Bank 05 109 48
Small Finance Banks | 11] 27| 398
PaymentsBank 03 03 994
RRB 53 66 796 =

-_— =

Local Area Banks 2 00 01 722 Source: RBI; All number
| H I uree: ~ num
UrbanCoopBanks 1,457 38 58 650 yptoMarch31,2025; All

number in ¥ lakh crore
State Coop Bank 34 0.7 16 422 L ou e red Deposits

DCCB 352 33 51 643 Ratio.ltistheratioof

insured deposits to total
Tol 1982 1001 2410 415 SiniEiny

124. Who inaugurated the State Bank of India’s first-ever Global Capability
Centre (GCC) in Bengaluru, highlighting SBI's commitment to supporting the
rapidly growing GCC ecosystem in India?
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foram 7 SFaRY, 2026 @) IS A We S 31w a1 H1 ugar Wiaa Hufafd
Hex (GCC) Igutfed fargr, S UIRA ® dofl | 98d GCC SHied & aud & ufa
SBI 3t Ufdasar 31 g=ifdr g2

(a) Joohi Smita Sinha, Chief General Manager of Bengaluru Circle

(b) Challa Sreenivasulu Setty, SBI Chairperson

(c) S. Ramesh, SBI General Manager

(d) Rajnish Kumar, Former SBI Chairperson

(e) Nirmala Sitharaman, Finance Minister

Ans. b

Sol. SBI Launches First Global Capability Centre in Bengaluru

SBI Chairperson Challa Sreenivasulu Setty inaugurated the bank’s first-ever Global
Capability Centre (GCC) in Bengaluru, along with 11 new SBI branches, highlighting
SBI's support for India’s growing GCC ecosystem.

SBI has set up a specialized relationship management team in Bengaluru to cater
exclusively to the banking and financial needs of Global Capability Centres.

As part of its CSR efforts, SBI announced contributions including upgrading 35
government primary schools in Karnataka, providing ENT medical equipment to 11Sc
Medical School, a 50,000-tree plantation at Tumkur University, and donating an e-
ambulance to the Madras Engineer Group & Centre, Bengaluru.

125. Which two departments signed an MoU to create a pan-India logistics
framework for transporting agricultural samples?

PIH-A gt faurn A $iY T & ufvaga & forw t9-gfean affoiRes hHas 94
8d MoU W g1eR fom?

(a) Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare and Department of Posts

(b) Ministry of Commerce and Department of Posts

(c) DA&FW and Ministry of Railways

(d) Department of Biotechnology and DA&FW

(e) Ministry of Communications and Ministry of Environment

Ans. a

Sol. A&FW Partners with India Post to Fast-Track Pesticide, Seed and Fertiliser Sample
Testing Across India

The Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare (DA&FW) and the Department of
Posts (DoP) signed an MoU to create a pan-India logistics framework for transporting
pesticide, seed, and fertiliser samples to testing labs.

The agreement was signed in New Delhi in the presence of Union Ministers
Jyotiraditya M. Scindia (Communications & DoNER) and Shivraj Singh Chouhan
(Agriculture & Farmers’ Welfare).
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India Post will provide end-to-end logistics, including QR code-based address
masking, specialised packaging, monitored temperature transport for sensitive
samples, and digital tracking for transparency and traceability.

Leveraging over 1.60 lakh post offices (1.40 lakh in rural areas), the system aims to
reduce sample transit time from 10-15 days to 48-72 hours, improving laboratory
testing speed and regulatory enforcement.

126. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh commissioned ICGS Samudra Pratap,
India’s first indigenously designed Pollution Control Vessel (PCV). Which
shipyard built ICGS Samudra Pratap?

<& HY oY RiE 7 URd & T8 Wit w0 A fywrg b g wgwor freEo
gla (PCV) ICGS TS WdTU Hi HHIA fHaTl 1CGS T yard frw Rryars = a=man

(a) Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited

(b) Hindustan Shipyard Limited

(c) Goa Shipyard Limited

(d) Cochin Shipyard Limited

(e) Garden Reach Shipbuilders & Engineers

Ans. c

Sol. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh Commissions ICGS Samudra Pratap

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh commissioned ICGS Samudra Pratap, India’s first
indigenously designed Pollution Control Vessel (PCV), built by Goa Shipyard Limited
(GSL).

Samudra Pratap, with over 60% indigenous content, is the largest ship in the Indian
Coast Guard fleet, integrating pollution control, coastal patrol,- maritime safety, fire-
fighting, and long-range surveillance capabilities on a single platform.

Equipped with advanced pollution detection systems, fire-fighting equipment,
aviation facilities including a helicopter hangar, and capable of operating in rough
seas, the vessel enhances India’s marine environmental protection, blue economy
safeguarding, and maritime security.

127. Amazon Pay has launched fixed deposits (FDs) through its fintech app in
partnership with which type of financial institutions?

Amazon Pay 7 fhd TE & W13 RIAA SR &A1Y UIE-RIRM § 30 fhie®
Tu & e frws fEuifere (FpD) @i fpu 82

(a) Only private banks

(b) Only government banks

(c) NBFCs and banks

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X
»>
ambitiousbaba.com %)‘M baba Online Test Series

(d) Insurance companies

(e) Mutual fund houses

Ans. c

Sol. Amazon Pay Launches Fixed Deposits Through App in Partnership with NBFCs
and Banks

Amazon Pay expands into fixed income assets by rolling out fixed deposits (FDs)
through its fintech app, allowing users to invest in multiple partner institutions
without opening separate savings accounts.

The company has partnered with two NBFCs, Shriram Finance and Bajaj Finance, and
five banks including Shivalik Small Finance Bank, Suryoday Small Finance Bank, South
Indian Bank, Slice, and Utkarsh Small Finance Bank.

Users can start FDs from Rs 1,000, with deposits insured up to Rs 5 lakh per depositor
per bank under DICGC norms, and partner institutions offering interest rates up to
8% per year, with additional benefits for senior citizens and women investors.

128. Which bank has partnered with FinTech'provider TechFini to enhance its
UPI acquiring and issuing capabilities?

5 & 7 3rusit UPI TEHTAfT SR SYE emaTsti ai dgar I & forg fiees
WIATSS TechFini & 1Y UICARIIY $1 57

(a) HDFC Bank

(b) ICICI Bank

(c) Tamilnad Mercantile Bank

(d) Axis Bank

(e) Kotak Mahindra Bank

Ans. c

Sol. TMB Partners with TechFini to Strengthen Scalable UPI Payment and Collection
Solutions

Tamilnad Mercantile Bank (TMB) partnered with FinTech provider TechFini to
strengthen its UPI acquiring and issuing capabilities, supporting higher transaction
volumes and complex digital payment use cases across India’s growing UPI
ecosystem.

Under the agreement, TechFini will act as a Technology Service Provider (TSP),
enabling a cloud-native, scalable UPI infrastructure for payment aggregators, NBFCs,
merchants, and FinTech companies, allowing TMB to offer high-volume bank-
anchored UPI services.

The partnership focuses on expanding UPI use cases in lending and collections, with
TechFini's UPI Autopay solution enabling NBFCs and digital lenders to automate EMI
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and loan repayments via UPI e-mandates, improving efficiency and repayment
predictability.

About Tamilnad Mercantile Bank Ltd

e Founded- 17 May 19217

e Headquarters- Thoothukud|, Tamil Nadu

e MD and CEO- Salee Sukumaran Nair

129. Which bank has launched the ‘Safety Centre’ on its mobile banking app
‘open’, allowing customers to control key digital banking functions and
safeguard accounts against unauthorised or suspicious activities without
visiting a branch?

fpa 3% 9 3ruq Hiarsa 6T U ey R AW Aev At foran 8, o uee
P arfipa a1 Wiy TR & R v Tl 8

(a) HDFC Bank

(b) ICICI Bank

(c) Axis Bank

(d) Kotak Mahindra Bank

(e) State Bank of India

Ans. c

Sol. Axis Bank Launches ‘Safety Centre’ on Mobile App to Enhance Digital Banking
Security

Axis Bank launched the ‘Safety Centre’ on its mobile banking app ‘open’, allowing
customers to control key digital banking functions and safeguard accounts against
unauthorized or suspicious activities without visiting a branch.

The Safety Centre enables customizable security settings, letting users tailor
protections according to their usage and comfort.

Key features include SMS Shield to verify message authenticity, the ability to disable
Internet Banking, and instantly restrict all fund transfers across Mobile and Internet
Banking with a single toggle.

130. Which bank has launched the “Zero-Forex Diamond Reserve Credit Card”
for affluent global travellers?

f5a 9% 7 onfk wiea T4l & fore “oiRl-wiven srws fiod sfee w18 af=
frar 82

(a) HDFC Bank

(b) Axis Bank

(c) IDFC FIRST Bank
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(d) ICICI Bank
(e) Yes Bank
Ans. c
Sol. IDFC FIRST Bank Launches Zero-Forex Diamond Reserve Credit Card for Global
Travellers
IDFC FIRST Bank launched the “Zero-Forex Diamond Reserve Credit Card” aimed at
affluent global travellers, offering zero forex markup on international spends, along
with rewards on hotel and flight bookings and access to travel lounges.
The card is priced at ¥3,000 + GST, with an annual fee waiver on spending %6 lakh per
year, making it effectively free from the second year onwards.
Recent Facilities Launched in Banking & Insurance Sector
e /CICI Bank Enters Capital Gains Account Scheme (CGAS), Offering Tax-
Saving Option from 2026
IDFC FIRST Bank Launches ‘Gaj:’ Invitation-Only Premium Metal Credit Card
for HNIs
Canara Bank Launches ‘Canara ai1Pe, Unified Next-Gen UPI/ App for Seamless
Digital Payments
South Indian Bank Launches RuPay Contactless ‘SIB Paytag’ NFC Payment
Sticker
Amazon Pay Launches UPI Biometric Authentication for Faster, PIN-Free
Transactions (Max Limit Rs 5,000 )

131. Rajasthan hosted the Regional Al Impact Conference as.a precursor to
which upcoming national event?

SR A f5H 3 aret I 1w 91 T & dR W A6 Al g

B P AT D12

(a) Digital India Summit 2026

(b) National Technology Conference 2026

(c) India Al Impact Summit 2026

(d) Startup India Innovation Summit

(e) Global Artificial Intelligence Forum

Ans. c

Sol. Rajasthan Hosts Regional Al Impact Conference Ahead of India Al Impact
Summit 2026

Rajasthan hosted the Regional Al Impact Conference as a precursor to the India Al
Impact Summit 2026, bringing together policymakers, industry leaders, startups and
academia to discuss Al's role in governance, infrastructure, innovation and workforce
development.
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The conference highlighted Centre—State collaboration for inclusive and responsible
Al, with leaders announcing major initiatives such as training one million youth in Al
skills and a 310,000 crore India Al Mission to deploy Al across sectors like agriculture,
healthcare and education.

Rajasthan launched its Al and ML Policy 2026 and Al portal, signalling a shift from e-
governance to Al-driven, transparent and citizen-centric governance, along with
programmes to boost innovation-led economic growth.

Key outcomes included the launch of YUVA Al for All, iStart Learning Management
System, Rajasthan AVGC-XR Portal, and MoUs with Google, IIT Delhi and other
institutions, reinforcing India’s commitment to Al for public good and sustainable
development.

132. The Supreme Court of India recently signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with.which country’s apex court to facilitate the
exchange of young legal professionals?

YRA & A $Id A 719 g1 A e 3 & Joii i & 1Y a1 T Wb RHed
& JTGTH-UGM B R T & foTg TP AARSH TP ST TST (MoU) R
g U e

(a) Nepal

(b) Bangladesh

(c) Bhutan

(d) Sri Lanka

(e) Myanmar

Ans. c

Sol. Supreme Court of India Signs MoU with Bhutan Apex Court-to Exchange Young
Legal Professionals

The Supreme Court of India has signed an MoU with the Supreme Court of Bhutan to
promote the exchange of young legal professionals and strengthen judicial
cooperation between the two countries.

Under the MoU, two law clerks from Bhutan will work with the Supreme Court of
India for three months, receiving the same honorarium as Indian law clerks, with
travel expenses borne by the Supreme Court.

The initiative aims to enhance institutional ties and judicial collaboration, with the
Bhutanese law clerks being assigned to different courts during their tenure.

Chief Justice of India - Surya Kant

Chief Justice of Bhutan - Lyonpo Norbu Tshering

About Bhutan
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Capital- Thimphu

Currency- Nagultram

Language spoken in Bhutan-Dzongkha
King- Jigme Khesar Namgqyel Wangchuck
Prime Minister- Tshering Tobgay

133. Recently, a landmark Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed to
deepen collaboration for inclusive and sustainable rural development. Which
two entities were signatories to this MoU aimed at strengthening rural financial
inclusion across India?

g1 81 §, guTaRh 3k foers; urdivr faera & e JgahT &) g1 #31 & fore va

tfagTRies [T JUT (MoU) W BHITER 6T T 1 4R WR ¥ rdior fasita
HHTAT B! Holgd P31 & 3529 A TH MoU TR b1 G TRITSHY A g1er fpw?
(a) Department of Posts and Ministry of Finance

(b) Department of Posts and Ministry of Rural Development

(c) India Post Payments Bank and NABARD

(d) Ministry of Panchayati Raj and Reserve Bank of India

(e) Ministry of MSME and Department of Posts

Ans. b

Sol. Department of Posts and Ministry of Rural Development Sign MoU to Boost
Rural Financial Inclusion

The Department of Posts (DoP) and the Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD)
signed an MoU to strengthen cooperation for inclusive and sustainable rural
development, with a focus on expanding financial services in rural areas.

The collaboration aligns with the Government’s vision-of “Dak Sewa, Jan Sewa”,
positioning India Post as a key driver of the rural economy and leveraging its vast
postal network.

Under the MoU, India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) will provide digitally enabled
doorstep banking services, including savings, payments and remittances, benefiting
rural women, Self-Help Groups (SHGs) and community institutions.

134. Kabindra Purkayastha, who recently passed away, was a senior leader of
which political party?

T &1 ¥ oM gu wfds Ry fora Ieifa® g & afvg Aar a2

(a) Indian National Congress

(b) All India Trinamool Congress

(c) Bharatiya Janata Party
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(d) Janata Dal (United)

(e) Communist Party of India

Ans. c

Sol. Veteran BJP Leader Kabindra Purkayastha Passes Away at 94

Former Union Minister of State and senior BJP leader Kabindra Purkayastha passed
away at the age of 94 in Silchar.

Born on 15th December 1931 in Kamarkhal (then Sylhet, now in Bangladesh),
Purkayastha joined the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) in 1951 and played a key
role in spreading its ideology across Northeast India.

He was a founding member of the BJP, elected to the Lok Sabha from Silchar in 1991
and 1998, and served as Minister of State for Telecommunications under Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee from 1998 to 1999.

135. Jinson Johnson, who recently announced his retirement, is a national
record-holder in which sport?

ém——r%%r;hw forgia g1a €1 # Rerrde o1 givon 1 g, f5a wa # Azma Rais
(a) Swimming

(b) Middle-distance running

(c) Long jump

(d) Shooting

(e) Weightlifting

Ans. b

Sol. Asian Games Gold Medalist Jinson Johnson Announces Retirement from
Athletics

National record-holder and Asian Games gold-medalist Jinson Johnson from Kerala
announced his retirement from athletics at the age of 34.

Johnson's career highlights include winning gold in the 1500 metres and silver in the
800 metres at the 2018 Jakarta Asian Games, with his 1500m gold timing of 3:44.72
seconds.

Johnson broke the 42-year-old 800m national record in 2018 and the 23-year-old
1500m national record during the Commonwealth Games, later improving his 1500m
record to 3:35.24 seconds in 2019.

136. Federal Bank unveiled The Fortuna Wave, its updated brand identity,
symbolising the Bank’s evolution toward being contemporary and future-ready.
Who was present as the Brand Ambassador during the launch of Federal Bank’s
new identity?

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government m



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X

-» .
ambitiousbaba.com \%)‘ambl% babaf Online Test Series

Hevd 9% A UL USCS FiS UgdH, § BT ad $I dld foba, ol I &
Ais+ SR Uidw & fore durR g1 @1 o= # e &1 wedte 31 Bexd 9o &1 =5
U89 & Ald & SR §iS TaUS & dik IR DI Hivlg 4T?

(a) Deepika Padukone

(b) Priyanka Chopra

(c) Vidya Balan

(d) Kareena Kapoor

(e) Alia Bhatt

Ans. c

Sol. Federal Bank Unveils ‘The Fortuna Wave’ Brand Identity to Reflect Modern,
Future-Ready Vision

Federal Bank unveiled The Fortuna Wave, its updated brand identity, symbolising the
Bank’s evolution toward being contemporary and future-ready, in the presence of its
leadership and Brand Ambassador Vidya Balan in Mumbai.

The new identity emphasises Authenticity, Prosperity, and Togetherness, reflecting
the Bank’s commitment to its customers, investors, and employees.

The refreshed branding ensures a distinct, coherent, and continuous visual language
across digital and physical assets, supporting Federal Bank's growth from a locally
trusted brand to a national and globally recognized player.

About Federal Bank

e Founded- 23 April 1937

e Founder- K.P Hormis

e Headquarters - Kochi, Kerala.

e MD & CEO- - KVS Manian (replace Shyam Srinivasan)

137. HDFC Bank has recently integrated the Central Bank Digital Currency
(CBDC) into one of its payment platforms, enabling businesses and merchants
to accept digital rupee payments in addition to other existing digital payment
methods. Which platform has received this upgrade?

HDFC 9% A 8T g § ded d& f3fored &1 (CBDC) #1 31 T UHe Wewid o
e foran 8, RoRm faemw ok e gt Hivger fefrea tie adie! & sramar
f$forea ud 7 +ft tie @ 91| 5y wiewid &1 a5 sruds & 32

(a) HDFC NetBanking Portal

(b) PayZapp

(c) HDFC UPI App

(d) SmartGateway

(e) HDFC Mobile Banking App

Ans.d
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Sol. HDFC Bank Integrates CBDC into SmartGateway to Enable Digital Rupee
Payments

HDFC Bank has integrated the Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) into its
SmartGateway platform, enabling merchants and enterprises to accept digital rupee
payments alongside existing digital modes.

With CBDC acceptance, SmartGateway strengthens its position as a comprehensive
payment hub, allowing businesses to adopt digital currency without altering their
core systems.

The integration opens avenues for instant settlement, programmable payments,
reduced intermediary risk, and advanced use cases, reinforcing HDFC Bank's
leadership in payment innovation.

About HDFC Bank

e Founded — August 71994

e Founder - Hasmukhbhai Parekh

e Headquarters - Mumbai, Maharashtra

eMD & CEO - Sashidhar Jagdishan

eChairman — Atanu Chakraborty

e Tagline - We understand your world

138. According to the First Advance Estimates (FAE) released by the Ministry of
Statistics and Programme Implementation, what is the estimated real GDP
growth rate for India in FY 2025-26?

ifere! 3R SRieH Hraf-aa- HATed gRT SR Ugd Sif| SgHT (FAE) &
3ER, FY 2025-26 § YRd & foIQ SrgATAIa afd® GDP MY ¥ T 872

(a) 6.5%

(b) 6.8%

(c) 7.0%

(d) 7.4%

(e) 8.0%

Ans.d

Sol. Government Pegs India’s GDP Growth at 7.4% for FY 2025-26 in First Advance
Estimates

The government has estimated real GDP growth at 7.4% for FY 2025-26, higher than
6.5% in FY 2024-25, while nominal GDP growth is projected at 8%, as per the First
Advance Estimates released by MoSPI.

With Q1 and Q2 growth at 7.8% and 8.2%, respectively, growth in the second half of
FY26 is expected to moderate to an average of 6.8%; the RBI has projected overall
growth at 7.3% for the year.
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Manufacturing growth is expected to accelerate to 7%, services to 9.1%, while
agriculture growth may slow to 3.1%, and mining & quarrying is projected to
contract by 0.7% in FY26.

Private consumption expenditure is estimated to grow at 7%, slightly lower than last
year, whereas gross fixed capital formation (investment) is expected to rise faster at
7.8%, indicating continued investment momentum.

139. Simplilearn has collaborated with which government initiative to roll out
the 'YUVA Al for ALL course?

Rivefta 3 'ga1 Al BiR 3ATT B IR B $ foE g WReR uga & A1y
eI foram &2

(a) Digital India Mission

(b) Skill India Mission

(c) Startup India Mission

(d) IndiaAl Mission

(e) National Knowledge Mission

Ans.d

Sol. Simplilearn Partners with IndiaAl Mission to Launch 'YUVA Al for ALL
Foundational Course

Simplilearn has partnered with the IndiaAl Mission (MeitY) to host and roll out the
'YUVA Al for ALL' foundational course, supporting India’s vision of building a digitally
skilled and Al-literate society.

The initiative aims to encourage 10 million citizens across age groups, regions, and
socio-economic backgrounds to acquire essential Al knowledge, amid rising Al
adoption in India.

YUVA Al for ALL is a free course designed to introduce learners to Al fundamentals,
real-world applications, and its impact on daily life, hosted on Simplilearn’s learning
platform.

Learners will receive a co-branded certificate from IndiaAl (MeitY) and Simplilearn,
combining government-backed Al resources with Simplilearn’s edtech expertise to
strengthen India’s Al learning ecosystem.

About Simplilearn

e Founded in 2010, Simplilearn is a Blackstone portfolio company with headquarters
in Plano, Texas, and Bengaluru, India, and operates as a global digital upskilling
platform across 150+ countries.

e The company delivers 1,500+ live classes every month, impacting over 8 million
learners worldwide through industry-recognised, role-based programs developed
with leading universities, corporations, and experts.
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140. Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC) has been rated “Excellent” by
the Department of Public Enterprises (DPE) for FY 2024-25. How many
consecutive times has Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC) received the
“Excellent” rating from the Department of Public Enterprises (DPE) since its
listing?

ST YAd G159 HIURTH (IRFC) P fEurdde i uf<is TeuTSSIST (DPE)
ERT FY 2024-25 & T "Iopp e €t w5 31 frew & a1 @ 3301 Yad wisAw
PHIURTME (IRFC) B! fEurdAe 3T ufRies TeTurgsisl (DPE) ¥ TAR fHda-l IR
(a) Three times

(b) Four times

(c) Five times

(d) Six times

(e) Seven times

Ans. c

Sol. IRFC Earns Fifth Consecutive 'Excellent’ DPE Rating for FY 2024-25

Indian Railway Finance Corporation (IRFC) has been rated “Excellent” by the
Department of Public Enterprises (DPE) for FY 2024-25, marking its fifth consecutive
top rating since its listing in FY21.

The consistent recognition reflects robust corporate governance, disciplined financial
management, and stable performance, even amid changing market conditions.
During the year, IRFC strengthened and diversified its lending while remaining
focused on financing railway and allied infrastructure, including power, mining,
logistics, metro rail, and ports.

Founded in 1986, IRFC remains a key pillar in supporting India’s railway
modernisation and national infrastructure development.

141. Nagauri Ashwagandha recently received which special recognition from
the Government of India?

ARTRY ST Y 3T B H WRA PR | DI W W ygar et 32

(a) Organic Certification

(b) Geographical Indication (Gl) Tag

(c) Agricultural Excellence Award

(d) Export Quality Mark

(e) National Plant Heritage Status

Ans. b

Sol. Nagauri Ashwagandha Gets Gl Tag

The Centre has granted a Geographical Indication (Gl) tag to Nagauri Ashwagandha,
giving Nagaur district of Rajasthan a distinct global agricultural identity.
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Nagaur’s dry climate and sandy soil produce Ashwagandha with longer, thicker roots
and bright red berries, making it high-quality and the basis for the Gl status.

The Gl recognition protects authenticity, prevents misuse, enhances export potential,
and is expected to improve farmers’ incomes through premium pricing and market
security.

142. India has become the first country in the world to commercially produce
which eco-friendly material for road construction?

YR g4 &1 UgdAT <1 91 747 8 & I8 (Huir & fore fre wafarur-sgea
A BT qTfoTfous SeTe Sl 82

(a) Plastic Bitumen

(b) Bio-Bitumen

(c) Rubber Bitumen

(d) Asphalt Concrete

(e) Petroleum Bitumen

Ans. b

Sol. India Becomes First Country to Commercially Produce Bio-Bitumen for
Sustainable Road Construction

India becomes the first country in the world to commercially produce bio-bitumen
for road construction, announced by Union Minister Nitin Gadkari at the CSIR
Technology Transfer Ceremony in New Delhi.

Bio-bitumen, made from biomass and agricultural waste, reduces dependence on
fossil fuels and addresses crop residue burning, a major source of air pollution.
The initiative demonstrates successful technology transfer by CSIR, supports Viksit
Bharat 2047, promotes cleaner highways, circular economy practices, and sustainable
infrastructure development.

143. The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) launched the official
Aadhaar mascot to make Aadhaar-related information more relatable and
people-friendly. What is the name of the official Aadhaar mascot launched by
UIDAI?

gf® SMsSfefhdRM Ul 3P ST (VIDAI) F STYR | TSI AHHRI Bt
wrel Radad iR diua-thedl a9 & forg SiffeRraa SR Awwie arg fear
81 UIDAI §IRT @ fhT 71T SR MU Apie &1 ATH &1 §?

(a) Aadi

(b) Udai

(c) Bhavya

(d) Mitra

(e) Suraksha
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Ans. b

Sol. UIDAI Launches Aadhaar Mascot ‘Udai’ to Make Services More People-Friendly
The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) launched the official Aadhaar
mascot, Udai, to make Aadhaar-related information more relatable and people-
friendly.

Udai will help simplify the communication of Aadhaar services, including updates,
authentication, and offline verification.

UIDAI held a Mascot Design Contest on the MyGov platform last year, receiving 875
entries from across India.

Arun Gokul from Thrissur, Kerala, bagged the first prize in the mascot design
competition. Idris Dawaiwala of Pune, Maharashtra, and Krishna Sharma from
Ghazipur in Uttar Pradesh were the second and third prize winners, respectively.
Riya Jain of Bhopal won the first prize in the mascot name competition, followed by
|dris Dawaiwala of Pune and Maharaj Saran Chellapilla of Hyderabad in the second
and third position respectively.

144. Who has been appointed as CEO of HSBC Private Bank?
TIUHE UTgde 9% & Hige & ©u A fod frgea fovar mar 82
(a) Georges Elhedery
(b) Ida Liu
(c) Barry O'Byrne
(d) Anshu Jain
(e) Peter Wong
Ans. b
Sol. Ida Liu Appointed CEO of HSBC Private Bank
HSBC announced Ida Liu as CEO of HSBC Private Bank, succeeding Georges Elhedery.
The appointment aims to accelerate HSBC's global wealth management strategy,
focusing on ultra-high-net-worth (UHNW) clients and international wealth corridors.
Recent Appointments in Banking & Insurance Sector
e CEO of Health Insurance Ecosystem by General Insurance Council - S.
Prakash
Interim MD & CEO of Canara Bank - Hardeep Singh Ahluwalia (replace K.
Satyanarayana Raju)
MD & CEO of Canara Bank - Brajesh Kumar Singh
Non-Executive Chairman of India Infoline Finance Limited (IIFL) - B.P
Kanungo
MD of SBI - Ashwini Kumar Tewari (extension for 2 years till Dec 2027)
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145. Who has been appointed as CEO, Health Insurance Ecosystem and Strategic
Partnerships by the General Insurance Council?

T RE SRR ISR GRT g AN SHITUREH 3R WP UTEARIRIT BT
CEO &1 e fvar mar 32

(a) S. Prakash

(b) R. K. Sharma

(c) Anil Kumar

(d) P. S. Reddy

(e) V. K. Singh

Ans. a

Sol. S. Prakash Appointed CEO of Health Insurance Ecosystem by General Insurance
Council

General Insurance Council (Gl Council) appointed S. Prakash as CEO, Health Insurance
Ecosystem and Strategic Partnerships.

Prakash will work with insurers, hospitals, regulators, and other stakeholders to
improve transparency, efficiency, and trust in the health insurance value chain,
including standardising treatment protocols, enhancing grievance resolution, and
addressing fraud and abuse.

146. The Indian Air Force (IAF) commemorated 25 years since the first flight of
the indigenous Tejas Light Combat Aircraft (LCA), marking a milestone in India’s
fighter aircraft development. Which organisation developed the Tejas Light
Combat Aircraft?

YR 91 |1 (IAF) 1 ¥R doTH d15e HIae TaRhIUe (LCA) Ft Ugdl 38
F1 2541 qfiTic #ATS, S HIRA & BISeR TIHIUE STAUAC H TP Hid BT IR gl
AT WTSC HIAC TUBIUE B 5T Tire A faefa fean

(a) Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)

(b) Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL)

(c) Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL)

(d) Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)

(e) Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL)

Ans. b

Sol. IAF Commemorates 25 Years of Tejas LCA First Flight

The Indian Air Force (IAF) commemorated 25 years since the first flight of the
indigenous Tejas Light Combat Aircraft (LCA), marking a milestone in India’s fighter
aircraft development.

Tejas conducted its first flight on 4 January 2001, flown by Wing Commander Rajiv
Kothiyal from HAL Airport in Bengaluru, Karnataka.
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In late 2025, HAL secured a contract to supply 97 Tejas Mk-1A jets to the IAF, worth
over 62,370 crore, reinforcing India’s defence self-reliance.

147. Which medal did Indian squash player Anahat Singh win at the British
Junior Open 2026 in the women'’s under-19 category?

YR w3 faare! srTed fRig A fafesr sfar siiu=t 2026 # afgar sigz-19 9ot
H P9 |1 UG Sitar

(a) Gold

(b) Silver

(c) Bronze

(d) No medal

(e) Honorable mention

Ans. b

Sol. Anahat Singh Wins Silver in Women'’s U-19 at British Junior Open Squash
Championships

Top-seeded Indian squash player Anahat Singh won the silver medal in the women'’s
under-19 final at the British Junior Open.

She lost the final 9-11, 11-7, 3-11, 9-11 to France's Lauren Baltayan at the University
of Birmingham, England.

Anahat reached the final after defeating Egypt's Malika El Karaksy in the semifinals.

148. What is the total prize money announced for the 2026 Australian Open,
marking a record in the tournament’s history?

2026 3T MU & oI Ha1 REPR AR 1 °ifSd $I 15 §, S glfe &
i & Raid 32

(a) $96.5 million

(b) $100 million

(c) $111.5 million

(d) $120 million

(e) $105 million

Ans. c

Sol. Australian Open 2026 to Feature Record $111.5 Million Prize Pool

The 2026 Australian Open will feature a record $111.5 million AUD prize pool, the
highest in the tournament'’s history, a 16% increase from last year's $96.5 million.

The men’s and women'’s singles winners will each receive AUD 2.79 million, marking a
19% rise from the previous edition.

The 2026 edition will be the 114th Australian Open, held annually at Melbourne Park,
Victoria, and is the first of the four Grand Slam events each year.
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Matches will be played on a synthetic hard court (GreenSet), consistent with the
tournament’s traditional hard-court format.

149. New Delhi World Book Fair (NDWBF) 2026 begins at Bharat Mandapam,
New Delhi, and for the first time offers free entry to promote a stronger
reading culture across India. What is the central theme of New Delhi World
Book Fair 2026?

T3 fewelt fay qas AaT (TISIS=gdIu®) 2026 HRA HSUH, 75 fawel! # = &1
<1 ¢, 3R Ugelt IR ¥ YR § TP Ueigd UG- B pid Bl graT 3+ & forg que
AR B U 1 715 g1 73 fecd! fay g&ad aar 2026 &1 Hara fawg w1 82

(a) Digital India and Knowledge Economy

(b) Literature for Sustainable Development

(c) India @ 100

(d) Global Languages and Culture

(e) Indian Military History: Valour & Wisdom @ 75

Ans. e

Sol. New Delhi World Book Fair 2026 Begins at Bharat Mandapam

New Delhi World Book Fair (NDWBF) 2026 begins at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi,
and runs till January 18, 2026, and for the first time offers free entry to promote a
stronger reading culture across India.

The 53rd edition is organised by the National Book Trust (NBT), India, under the
Ministry of Education, with participation from 35+ countries, 1,000+ publishers,
3,000+ stalls, and 600 literary & cultural events.

The fair will be inaugurated by Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and is
based on the theme “Indian Military History: Valour & Wisdom @ 75", honouring the
legacy and sacrifices of India’s armed forces.

Qatar has been named the Guest of Honour and Spain the Focus Country, adding
rich international literary and cultural perspectives to one of the world’s largest book
fairs.

150. India Energy Week (IEW) 2026 will be held in Goa from January 27 to 30,
bringing together global ministers, CEOs, policymakers, academia and
technology leaders to discuss energy security, investment and decarbonisation.
India Energy Week 2026 is organised under the patronage of which Union
Ministry?

sfear Tasif 9t (IEw) 2026 a1 § 27 | 30 ST 9 maford fear smem,

o Tl Rinifedt, savedie ok StoEiHgey w® 79t w3 & g g W
& 41, ceo, Uiferft a9 arat, Rrenfag ik Setaisl sy Ta ary ame gfsan
TSIt i 2026 fFa ST HATAY S TI&UT A TANfora foam i1 38T 82
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(a) Ministry of Power

(b) Ministry of New and Renewable Energy

(c) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

(d) Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas

(e) Ministry of Commerce and Industry

Ans. d

Sol. India Energy Week 2026 to be held in Goa from January 27-30

India Energy Week (IEW) 2026 will be held in Goa from January 27 to 30, bringing
together global ministers, CEOs, policymakers, academia and technology leaders to
discuss energy security, investment and decarbonisation.

Organised under the patronage of the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, and
jointly hosted by FIPI and dmg events, IEW 2026 will be the first major international
energy event of the year, with participation expected from 120+ countries.

The event will highlight India’s growing role in the global energy landscape, with
discussions aligned to IEA projections that India will account for over 23% of global
incremental energy demand by 2050, alongside strategies for clean energy transition.
About International Energy Agency

o Lstablished- 18 November 1974

e Headquarters- Paris, France

eMember- 32

e Executive Director- Fatih Birol

151. The World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting,2026 will be held from
January 19 to 23, 2026, at Davos-Klosters, Switzerland; marking the 56th
edition of the global forum. What is the official theme of the' World Economic
Forum Annual Meeting 2026?

93 SPHMID BRY (WEF) BT JTATHT 966 19 | 23 a3, 2026 9 fKycoRds
¥ SA-FAReH | ghll, St 39 Tiad BIRH $1 5691 TS BT 9¢8 ghIHITHS
BRH ATATHT 6% 2026 B TSRS T 71 32

(a) Global Cooperation for the Future

(b) Resilient World Order

(c) Sustainable Growth Pathways

(d) Shaping the Global Economy

(e) A Spirit of Dialogue

Ans. e

Sol. WEF Annual Meeting 2026 to Be Held in Davos-Klosters from January 19-23
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The World Economic Forum (WEF) Annual Meeting 2026 will be held from January 19
to 23, 2026, at Davos-Klosters, Switzerland, marking the 56th edition of the global
forum.
The meeting will bring together world leaders, policymakers, business executives,
economists and civil society representatives to deliberate on major global challenges.
Theme - A Spirit of Dialogue.
India’s participation will include representation from 10 States and four Union
Ministers, highlighting the country’s active engagement in global economic and
policy discussions.

4+ States Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Telangana,

Jharkhand, Kerala, Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka and Gujarat

4+ The four Union Ministers expected to attend are:

4+ Shivraj Singh Chouhan (Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare)

#+ Ashwini Vaishnaw (Information Technology & Railways)

4+ Pralhad Joshi (New & Renewable Energy)

+ K. Rammohan Naidu (Civil Aviation)

4+ Jharkhand to make first global appearance at WEF.
About World Economic Forum (WEF)
e German economist Klaus Schwab founded the World Economic Forum in 1977 as a
non-profit international organisation to provide a platform to promote collaboration
between all stakeholders of global society to find common solutions to global issues.
e Headquarters of WEF- Cologny, Switzerland
eChairman - Larry Fink
e President and CEO - Barge Brende
Report Released by WEF
e Global Gender Gap Report
e Global Competitiveness Report
e Energy Transition Index
e Global Travel and Tourism Report
e Global IT Report in collaboration with INSEAD and Cornell University.

152. India achieved a historic milestone in judicial reforms with the
inauguration of the country’s first fully paperless district judiciary, where the
entire court system shifted to end-to-end digital functioning. This landmark
initiative was launched in which place?

YRA = ¢ D Ugell I a8 A SIS Agd foran =amaunferet & Igured & a1y
=TR® GURT ¥ T tagiRie dia &1 ueR g1iia o, sgi ¢t srerea yoret
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I W 3id a9 fSforea wrre™ d RFaid g 15 | 98 Ufagie ugd foa ==
R IE B T2

(a) Kochi, Kerala

(b) Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

(c) Kozhikode, Kerala

(d) Kalpetta, Wayanad, Kerala

(e) Bengaluru, Karnataka

Ans.d

Sol. India’s First Fully Paperless District Judiciary Inaugurated in Kalpetta, Kerala
Chief Justice of India Surya Kant virtually inaugurated India’s first fully paperless
district judiciary at Kalpetta in Wayanad district, Kerala, marking a major milestone in
judicial reform.

All courts in the district will function in end-to-end digital mode, with e-filing, online
scrutiny, and digital access to case records through an in-house District Court Case
Management System developed by the Kerala High Court.

The paperless courts are supported by Al-enabled tools, including case
summarisation, digital annotations, voice-to-text transcription, and secure digital
signatures for legally valid orders and judgments.

Describing the initiative as “green jurisprudence,” the CJI said the move ends the
“tyranny of the file,” enhances transparency, accessibility, accountability, and builds
greater public trust in the justice delivery system.

153. World Hindi Day is observed every year on 10th January to promote the
Hindi language globally. What is the theme of World 'Hindi Day 2026?

fay & feaw v I 10 T 1 fay TR R & v &1 9grar 31 & e
HATa wiTar g1 fay RS feaw 2026 &1 fawa 7 82

(a) Hindi in Education

(b) Promoting Hindi on Global Platforms

(c) Hindi Literature Celebration

(d) Hindi for Digital India

(e) Hindi in Media

Ans. b

Sol. 10 January - World Hindi Day

World Hindi Day is observed every year on 10th January to promote the Hindi
language globally.

Theme 2026 - Promoting Hindi on Global Platforms

The day aims to spread awareness about Hindi, encourage its use internationally, and
honour its cultural and literary significance.
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It commemorates the first World Hindi Conference held in 1975 in Nagpur, which
marked the recognition of Hindi as a global language.

154. When is Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (NRI Day) celebrated every year?
YAt R fGa (TIRSITE fGaw) g2 AIel Sa w11 il 82

(a) 5 January

(b) 8 January

(c) 12 January

(d) 15 January

(e) 9 January

Ans. e

Sol. 9 January — NRI (Non-Resident Indian) Day / Pravasi Bharatiya Divas:
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is celebrated every year on 9th January to mark the
contribution of Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) to India’s development.

The day commemorates the return of Mahatma Gandhi from South Africa to India in
1915, who became a key figure in India’s freedom struggle.

It aims to strengthen the bond between India and its diaspora, recognize their
achievements, and promote engagement in India’s growth.

155. On which date is Earth’s Rotations Day observed annually?

T e 41 Yo faaw fva aia ot a-man 5iran 82

(a) 5 January

(b) 8 January

(c) 12 January

(d) 15 January

(e) 20 January

Ans. b

Sol. 8 January- Earth's Rotations Day

Celebrated every year on 8 January to recognise the Earth’s rotation on its axis.
Highlights how Earth’s rotation causes day and night and affects climate,
timekeeping, and planetary motion.

Aims to raise awareness about astronomy and Earth sciences, helping people
understand planetary dynamics.

156. On which date is the African National Congress (ANC) Foundation Day
celebrated annually?

3MPIH AT PIIT (ANC) RITYAT fead g2 I1d fod aRg &) 74141 ST 82
(a) 11 January
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(b) 8 January

(c) 10 January

(d) 12 January

(e) 13 January

Ans. b

Sol. 8 January - African National Congress Foundation Day

African National Congress (ANC) Foundation Day, celebrated on 8 January, marks the
establishment of the ANC in 1912, the party that played a central role in South
Africa’s struggle against apartheid.

The day recognises the ANC's contributions to democracy, equality, and social justice,
honouring leaders and activists who fought for liberation.

157. Who has taken charge as the Chairman of the Council for Leather Exports
(CLE)?

PISIA BIX Ao THIUIEH (CLE) & A & ¥4 U fHa- FTRAYR FHTET 82

(a) Sanjay Jain

(b) Rajiv Sharma

(c) Anil Kumar

(d) Ramesh Kumar Juneja

(e) Ashok Mehta

Ans.d

Sol. Ramesh Kumar Juneja Assumes Charge as Chairman of Council for Leather
Exports (CLE)

Ramesh Kumar Juneja has taken charge as Chairman of the Council for Leather
Exports (CLE) during the 184th meeting of the Committee of Administration.

Juneja has been a board member for over 15 years and has served as Regional
Chairman of the Eastern Region since 2014, and as Vice-Chairman of CLE since April
2024.

158. Financial Software and Systems (FSS) has become the first payments
company in India, the Middle East, APAC, and South Africa to achieve which of
the following certifications, reinforcing its leadership in ethical Al use?

BIEARMTT AT Te RREWT (Fss) R4, fAfed $3e, APAC 3R IISY npiPT
A ygell THe $U-l 99 7S 8, O gd A 19 a1 afdfreeH gifta fear @,
R vfipa Al ¥ SAHTT § SHS! HeIRT aegd 53 82

(a) 1SO 9001

(b) ISO/IEC 42001

(c) ISO/IEC 27001
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(d) 1SO 14001

(e) 1ISO 45001

Ans. b

Sol. FSS Becomes First Payments Company in India and APAC to Achieve ISO/IEC
42001 Al Governance Certification

Financial Software and Systems (FSS) has become the first payments company in
India, the Middle East, APAC, and South Africa to be certified as ISO/IEC 42001 Lead,
highlighting its leadership in responsible and ethical Al use in payments and banking
technology.

By achieving ISO/IEC 42001 certification, FSS has shifted from ad-hoc Al usage to a
formal, organisation-wide Al governance framework, making Al governance a core
business priority alongside information security and quality management.

The ISO/IEC 42001 framework ensures clear ownership, defined governance
structures, continuous monitoring, and proactive risk assessment, addressing Al-
specific challenges like fairness, explainability, and accountability, which are critical in
financial services.

159. A new species of reed snake has recently been discovered in Mizoram by
researchers led by Prof. H. T. Lalremsanga. This species, named after the state of
its discovery, belongs to the genus Calamaria, which includes 69 recognised
species globally. What is the name of this newly identified species?

THaR T, &Y. AERETT & Aqad o Muwdien 3 gra g1 § ffeika § s gig #t
T T8 USITfd &) WIS B 81 39 YSITTA BT 91 9P WIS & 359 & 719 U= 39T
T B, 3R I8 pamiar Si-w & Jafia g, R gt wR # 69 wr=ar ura
USTIfaat A §1 59 8 UgarHl 18 USiTfd &1 719 971 82

(a) Calamaria mizoramensis

(b) Calamaria indiana

(c) Mizoramophis nocturnus

(d) Calamaria nagaensis

(e) Mizoramia serpentina

Ans. a

Sol. New Reed Snake Species Calamaria mizoramensis Discovered in Mizoram
Researchers have discovered a new reed snake species in Mizoram, named Calamaria
mizoramensis, after the state where it was found.

The discovery was led by Prof. H. T. Lalremsanga of Mizoram University, along with
Indian and international collaborators, and was published in Zootaxa.

Belonging to the genus Calamaria (69 species globally), the newly identified snake is
non-venomous, nocturnal, and semi-fossorial, inhabiting humid forested hill regions.
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160. Renowned ecologist Madhav Gadgil, who passed away in January 2026,
was best known for his work related to which ecological region?

SH-AM SHIdifeRe YT Msird, e s-ast 2026 A Y= 8 1, {5
SPIAVPA &7 I IS U4 $TH & T a8 W61 9 o1 A?

(a) Eastern Himalayas

(b) Thar Desert

(c) Western Ghats

(d) Sundarbans

(e) Deccan Plateau

Ans. c

Sol. Renowned Ecologist and Environmentalist Madhav Gadgil Passes Away
Renowned ecologist Madhav Gadgil passed away at the age of 82 at his residence in
Pune.

He was globally known for his path-breaking work on the ecological significance of
the Western Ghats, for which he received the UN Champions of the Earth Award in
2024.

Gadgil founded the Centre for Ecological Sciences at l1Sc in 1983, played a crucial
role in India’s first Biosphere Reserve Project (1986), and contributed significantly to
the Biological Diversity Act, 2003 and Forest Rights Act, 2006.

161. The 2026 IEEE Medal of Honour, regarded as the most prestigious
recognition in the field of technology, has been awarded-forlifetime
contributions to accelerated computing. Who is thejrecipient of this honour?

2026 IEEE HSd TP TR, o CoIalel & & § T Ufafd awr= |11 Sra
2, TRitaves $fen o reiia arTe & fore fear am 31 339 9w & uraasar
P

(a) Elon Musk

(b) Jensen Huang

(c) Satya Nadella

(d) Sundar Pichai

(e) Tim Cook

Ans. b

Sol. NVIDIA CEO Jensen Huang Wins 2026 IEEE Medal of Honor for Pioneering
Accelerated Computing

NVIDIA founder and CEO Jensen Huang has been awarded the 2026 IEEE Medal of
Honor, the highest recognition of IEEE, carrying a $2 million prize.
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He was honoured for a lifetime of visionary leadership and pioneering contributions
to accelerated computing, which positioned NVIDIA at the forefront of global
technological innovation.

Under his leadership, NVIDIA invented the first GPU in 1999 and became the first
company to cross $5 trillion market capitalization (October 2025), enabling
breakthroughs across Al, medicine, robotics, and autonomous systems.

162. Who has assumed charge as the Chairman of the Atomic Energy
Regulatory Board (AERB)?
TeiThe TSl Weed! d1S (AERB) & IORAT & A W fHaa UGHR HHTT 27
(a) Dr. D. K. Shukla
(b) Shri A. K. Balasubrahmanian
(c) Dr. R. Chidambaram
(d) Shri Anil Kakodkar
(e) Dr. S. Banerjee
Ans. b
Sol. A. K. Balasubrahmanian Assumes Charge as Chairman of Atomic Energy
Regulatory Board (AERB)
Shri A. K. Balasubrahmanian Assumes Charge as Chairman of Atomic Energy
Regulatory Board (AERB), succeeding Dr D. K. Shukla.
He earlier served as Chairman of the Project Design Safety Committee for PHWR-
based Nuclear Power Plants and as a Member of the Safety Review Committee for
operating plants of AERB.
Recent Appointments
o Chief Justice of Sikkim High Court - Justice A. Muhamed Mustaque24th
(replace Justice Biswanath Somadder)
Chief Justice of Jharkhand High Court - Justice Mahesh Sharadchandra
Sonak
President of Atal Smriti Nyas Society - M. Venkaiah Naidu (replace Vijay
Kumar Malhotra)
MD & CEO of Hyundai Motor India -Tarun Garg
DG of Directorate General of Foreign Trade (DGFT) - Lav Aggarwal

163. Uttarakhand Police secured first position nationally in the ICJS 2.0 rankings
with a score of 93.46. The ICJS 2.0 rankings are released through which
dashboard/agency?

STRIES YR 7 93.46 & THIR & AIY 1CIS 2.0 IfHIT H T TR TR el RIH
g1 a1 1cus 2.0 ¥ 5w STraIS/gai™ gRT &R} 3t A1 72
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(a) Ministry of Home Affairs

(b) Election Commission of India

(c) National Crime Records Bureau

(d) NITI Aayog

(e) Central Vigilance Commission

Ans. c

Sol. Uttarakhand Police Tops ICJS 2.0 Rankings

Uttarakhand Police secured first position nationally in the ICJS 2.0 rankings with a
score of 93.46, as per the NCRB's CCTNS/ICJS Progress Dashboard, ahead of Haryana
and Assam.

The achievement reflects advanced digital adoption, strong inter-departmental
coordination, and effective implementation of ICJS modules across districts under the
“One Data, One Entry” principle.

The Uttarakhand SDRF earned national praise for exemplary service at Prayagraj
Mahakumbh-2025, where a 112-member team provided rescue, medical aid, crowd
management, and pilgrim assistance, receiving. medals and commendations from the
UP Government.

164.National Youth Day is observed on 12 January every year to commemorate
the birth anniversary of Swami Vivekananda. What is the theme of National
Youth Day 2026?

W@t faaeTiq Bt Sdl AT & foIg 8% |1t 12 St &1 A gar fgaw gmn
SITT 3| P14 g fgaw 2026 &1 fawa =41 82

(a) Youth for Nation

(b) Empowering Young India

(c) Youth and Innovation

(d) Ignite the Self, Impact the World

(e) Building Future Leaders

Ans.d

Sol. 12 January - National Youth Day

National Youth Day is observed on 12 January every year to commemorate the birth
anniversary of Swami Vivekananda.

Theme 2026 - Ignite the Self, Impact the World

The day celebrates the ideas, ideals, and teachings of Swami Vivekananda, which
continue to inspire India’s youth.

It aims to motivate young people towards nation-building, character development,
and social responsibility.
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165. In January 2026, a “Niveshak Shivir” was organised in Bengaluru to
provide a single-window platform for resolving issues related to unclaimed
dividends, shares, and pending claims, with participation from SEBI, Mlls, and
RTAs. Which organisation was the main organiser of this investor facilitation
camp?

a3 2026 H, A, THIAMSATE 3R IRET F URER & I1¥, grar = fee e
TATHIRT, TR 3R wifad grat | Hafta gei &) ga 31 & e voa-Rasst @9
o™ H1 & e e | v Fave Rifar &1 s forar mar un1 39
e giaer Rifar &1 91 Smaieie &1 91 W6 4n

(a) Reserve Bank of India

(b) Securities and Exchange Board of India

(c) Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority

(d) Ministry of Finance

(e) National Stock Exchange

Ans. c

Sol. IEPFA Organises Niveshak Shivir in Bengaluru to Resolve Unclaimed Investment
Claims

The Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority (IEPFA), under the Ministry of
Corporate Affairs, in collaboration with SEBI and Market Infrastructure Institutions
(Mlis), organised a Niveshak Shivir in Bengaluru to facilitate the resolution of
unclaimed dividends, shares, and pending IEPFA claims.

The one-day investor facilitation camp provided a single-window platform for
grievance redressal, claim assistance, KYC' and nomination updates, with active
participation from over 900 investors across Karnataka.

The event was attended by senior officials from IEPFA, SEBI, Mlls, RTAs, BSE and CDSL,
including Smt. Anita Shah Akella, CEO, IEPFA, highlighting strong institutional
support for investor services.

IEPFA launched an explainer booklet, "A Complete Guide to IEPFA Claims and Investor
Services”, to enhance investor awareness and ensure smoother claim resolution.
The Bengaluru camp followed successful editions of Niveshak Shivir held earlier in
Pune, Hyderabad, Jaipur and Amritsar.

166. After the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) included the Government of NCT of
Delhi under its standard cash management framework, the aggregate Ways and
Means Advances (WMA) limit for all States and Union Territories was revised.
What is the new aggregate WMA limit after this revision?

HRdIg Rerd 9% (RBI) gRT I w14 &7 feeelt IRPR o) 7Fe To¢ yaud
ﬂ%ﬁ?ﬂ&lﬁﬁ)"’{ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁ, H‘mwéﬁ?'mm%ﬁlEWWays and
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Means Advances (WMA) T # Ty foar EX MY & 91 T-I'sgc Pd
WMA Ht1 foa=it 81 78 82

(a) ¥60,118 crore

(b) 60,500 crore

(c) 60,890 crore

(d) 61,008 crore

(e) ¥62,000 crore

Ans.d

Sol. RBI Revises WMA Limits to Strengthen Cash Management for States and UTs
The RBI has included the Government of NCT of Delhi (GNCTD) under its standard
cash management framework, fixing a Ways and Means Advances (WMA) limit of
%890 crore effective from January 9, 2026.

With Delhi's inclusion, the aggregate WMA limit for all States and UTs increased to
361,008 crore from 60,118 crore, while limits for other States and UTs remain
unchanged.

WMA s are short-term liquidity facilities provided by the RBI to manage temporary
cash mismatches and do not expand borrowing capacity or finance fiscal deficits,
ensuring continued fiscal discipline.

Structurally, the move is significant as it aligns Delhi with RBI's institutional cash
management system, improves liquidity planning, enhances transparency, and
strengthens sub-national fiscal stability without impacting markets or long-term
debt.

167. The RBI has proposed amendments to its Governance Directions, 2025 for
Urban Co-operative Banks (UCBs) and Rural Co-operative Banks, introducing a
mandatory three-year cooling-off period for directors completing the
maximum tenure. What is the maximum continuous tenure allowed for
directors of co-operative banks under existing rules?

RBI 7 39 HI3ATIRfET IF (UCB) 3R TA BIATIRIeT dbl & fore 3= a9
STINER, 2025 ¥ 9eaTd &1 Uard fear 8, forad siftrean srfea g1 -4 ara
STRaed & e i ara &1 sifvrard Sfei-sifw difvas 3= f5ar w31 disger
o & dgd PreifRfea &1 & sraed & o sifteaw R srdeTa
fpa-r &2

(a) 6 years

(b) 8 years

(c) 10 years

(d) 12 years

(e) 15 years

Ans. ¢
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Sol. RBI Proposes Mandatory Cooling-Off Period for Directors of Co-operative Banks
The RBI has proposed amendments to its Governance Directions, 2025 for Urban Co-
operative Banks (UCBs) and Rural Co-operative Banks, introducing a mandatory
three-year cooling-off period for directors completing the maximum tenure.

The move aims to prevent circumvention of tenure limits, after RBI observed cases
where directors resigned briefly and returned through re-election or co-option,
undermining the intent of the Banking Regulation Act.

Under the proposal, directors completing 10 years of continuous tenure will be
eligible for reappointment to the same bank’s board only after three years, with the
cooling-off period counting even if breaks are less than three years.

168. In January 2026, the United States, under President Donald Trump, signed
a memorandum titled “Withdrawing the United States from International
Organisations, Conventions, and Treaties that are Contrary to the Interests of
the United States.” The move involved the US withdrawing from a number of
international organisations, including both UN bodies and non-UN entities such
as the International Solar Alliance and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC). How many organisations in total did the US withdraw from?
SaRt 2026 H, APUFT SIS ¢U F A H gAGCS LeH A "IHRIPH W31,
FHaTH! IR AR A gAEeS W $I arg™ a1 Sl gAges weed & fodl &
@ & e arar te AuRsH A1sH far 56 $ed § smReT &% siaigy
&A1 | 918 fAova T, o UN T SR TR-UN IRITE o1 evaRHa
e AR 3R Sexa-ded UHd 3ii- qarsie o (IPCC) IMAa A | ol favaw
el & AT arey Adan

(a) 35

(b) 50

(c) 60

(d) 66

(e) 75

Ans.d

Sol. US Withdraws from 66 International Organisations, Including UN Bodies and ISA
The United States, under President Donald Trump, has withdrawn from 66
international organisations, including 31 UN entities and 35 non-UN organisations,
citing that membership is contrary to US interests.

The withdrawal covers prominent bodies such as the International Solar Alliance
(India-France-led), Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), Science and
Technology Centre in Ukraine, and the UN Department of Economic and Social
Affairs.
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Trump signed a memorandum titled “Withdrawing the United States from
International Organisations, Conventions, and Treaties that are Contrary to the
Interests of the United States”, directing all executive departments to implement the
withdrawal immediately.

For UN entities, withdrawal involves ceasing participation and funding to the extent
allowed by law, marking a significant shift in US engagement with multilateral
institutions.

169. In January 2026, which company recently received final authorisation from
the RBI to operate as a Payment Aggregator-Cross Border (PA-CB)?

SIasl 2026 H, ford Hu-t 3t g1t 81 A RBI A THe THRIER-HI 918T (PA-CB) &
Y H S HI & Y Bre=a SRIge far g2

(a) Paytm

(b) Razorpay

(c) Skydo

(d) PhonePe

(e) BharatPe

Ans. c

Sol. Skydo Receives RBI Approval to Operate as Cross-Border Payment Aggregator
Skydo, a cross-border payments platform for exporters, has received final
authorisation from the RBI to operate as a Payment Aggregator—Cross Border (PA-
CB).

The license will strengthen trust with SMB and enterprise customers, as well as global
banks and payment partners, while enabling Skydo to scale payment volumes and
expand across products and corridors.

170. Bajaj Finserv, along with Bajaj Holdings & Investment and Jamnalal Sons,
acquired Allianz SE’s 23% stake in Bajaj General Insurance and Bajaj Life
Insurance, marking the largest transaction in the Indian insurance sector. What
was the total value of Allianz SE's stakes acquired by Bajaj Finserv in Bajaj
General Insurance and Bajaj Life Insurance?

goITet fh19d A, IoS BIf ™ U8 g=avcHe iR SIHATATd 99 & 91y fAraev,
ToITSl SRS STANY 3R IoITol A1S% SXaN Y | Ufergiet SE 31 23% e
TR FR o, S URTT 91 &5 & T 987 ¢iotaRM 8| goiTel fh-Tad gRT a9
TR SR 3R oIS A5 SN | TR SE 31 g1iia #1718 e &1
T g fa=m un

(a) Rs 10,000 crore and Rs 8,000 crore

(b) Rs 11,500 crore and Rs 9,000 crore
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(c) Rs 12,190 crore and Rs 9,200 crore

(d) Rs 13,010 crore and Rs 10,000 crore

(e) Rs 15,000 crore and Rs 12,000 crore

Ans. c

Sol. Bajaj Finserv Acquires Allianz's Stake, Gains Complete Control of Insurance
Businesses

Bajaj Finserv, along with Bajaj Holdings & Investment and Jamnalal Sons, acquired
Allianz SE's 23% stake in Bajaj General Insurance and Bajaj Life Insurance for Rs
12,190 crore and Rs 9,200 crore, marking the largest transaction in the Indian
insurance sector.

The acquisition raises the Bajaj Group's ownership in both insurance companies from
74% to 97%, giving Bajaj Finserv complete control over the businesses.

The remaining 3% stake of Allianz SE is expected to be bought back over the next
few months, which will adjust Bajaj Finserv’'s holding to approximately 77.3%, Bajaj
Holdings & Investment to 18.1%, and the balance with Jamnalal Sons.

171. The Indian Navy'’s First Training Squadron*(1TS) will conduct a Long Range
Training Deployment to Southeast Asia as part of the 110th Integrated Officers’
Training Course (IOTC), visiting Singapore, Indonesia, and Thailand. Which
Indian naval and coast guard ships are part of this deployment?

YRR A1 &1 Ugdl S TWhre (1TS) 1109 RIS Sfifhas of wiw
(10TC) & fd & AR WR gférur-gd wfirn & ues adt gft 9t ¢ fSwiade s,
forad RiMER, SS1RRmT 3R ursds &1 SR frar simemm | 39 fewrade A v |
YRR TR 3R PRe S SgTe M 22

(a) INS Vikramaditya, INS Shardul and INS Kolkata

(b) INS Chakra, INS Shardul and INS Kamorta

(c) INS Tir, INS Shardul, INS Sujata, and Indian Coast Guard Ship Sarathi

(d) INS Arihant, Indian Coast Guard Ship Sarathi and INS Shivalik

(e) INS Jalashwa and INS Sahyadri

Ans. c

Sol. Indian Navy's First Training Squadron Embarks on Long Range Deployment to
Southeast Asia

The Indian Navy’s First Training Squadron (1TS) will conduct a Long Range Training
Deployment to Southeast Asia as part of the 110th Integrated Officers’ Training
Course (I0TC), visiting Singapore, Indonesia, and Thailand.

The deployment includes INS Tir, INS Shardul, INS Sujata, and Indian Coast Guard
Ship Sarathi, providing officer trainees with operational and cross-cultural exposure
while reinforcing India’s maritime engagement under the Act East Policy.
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During port calls, the squadron will engage in professional interactions, training
exchanges, and joint exercises with host navies and maritime agencies, enhancing
interoperability and mutual understanding.

The deployment reflects India’s vision for a free, open, and inclusive Indian Ocean
Region, includes six international officer trainees, and involves personnel from the
Indian Army and Air Force to strengthen jointness and operational cohesion.

172. Who won the Open Rapid section at Tata Steel Chess India 2026?

<Tel ¥ 99 3731 2026 # 3ty YU Aawe fa= sfan

(a) Viswanathan Anand

(b) D Gukesh

(c) Wesley So

(d) Nihal Sarin

(e) Magnus Carlsen

Ans.d

Sol. Nihal Sarin Clinches Tata Steel Chess India 2026 Open Rapid Title

Nihal Sarin emerged as the champion of the Open Rapid section at Tata Steel Chess
India 2026 in Kolkata, scoring 6.5 points from nine games with five wins and three
draws, while former world champion Viswanathan Anand finished second with six
points.

This is Nihal Sarin’s second Open Rapid title at Tata Steel Chess India (first in 2022),
earning him a cash prize of $10,000, and he was a late entry replacing reigning world
champion D Gukesh.

173. Retail inflation in India rose to a three-month high'of how much in
December 2025?

fadar 2025 # GerT GERWifd dI9 78 & 3o ¥R W fova-t 3@

(a) 2.00%

(b) 1.75%

(c) 1.33%

(d) 2.50%

(e) 3.00%

Ans. c

Sol. Retail Inflation Hits 3-Month High at 1.33% in December

Retail inflation rose to a three-month high of 1.33% in December 2025, but remained
well below the RBI's lower comfort limit of 2%, reflecting overall price stability.
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Broad-based price decline kept inflation low, with food and beverages prices
contracting by 1.85% in December, mainly due to a high base effect from 7.7%
inflation in December 2024.

Inflation stayed unchanged at 2.96% for pan, tobacco and intoxicants, eased in
clothing & footwear (1.44%), housing (2.86%), and fuel & light (1.97%), while prices
of meat, oils and fruits remained above 5%.

Core inflation jumped to a 28-month high of 4.8%, driven largely by precious metals;
however, core CPI excluding gold and silver stayed stable at 2.4%, indicating limited
underlying inflation pressure.

Previous Months CPI-based Retail inflation

eAugust 2025 - 2.07%

eSeptember 2025 - 1.44% (8 year low)

eOctober 2025 - 0.25%

e November 2025 - 0.71%
eDecember 2025 - 1.33% (3 month high)

174. Which organisation created four Guinness WorldyRecords during the
construction of the Bengaluru-Kadapa-Vijayawada Economic Corridor?

FTIT-FsWI-faoTaarsT FHHIP BINSR & AU F R IR A 968
RIS fbw dwaT A a91@?

(a) Ministry of Road Transport and Highways

(b) Indian Railways

(c) National Highways Authority of India

(d) Border Roads Organisation

(e) National Infrastructure Pipeline

Ans. c

Sol. NHAI Sets Four Guinness World Records During Construction of Bengaluru-
Kadapa-Vijayawada Corridor

NHAI created four Guinness World Records during construction of the Bengaluru-
Kadapa-Vijayawada Economic Corridor (NH-544G), showcasing unprecedented
speed and scale in highway paving works.

On January 6, two global records were set near Puttaparthi, including the longest
continuous laying of bituminous concrete (28.89 lane km) and the highest quantity
laid in 24 hours (10,655 metric tons).

Two more records were achieved on January 11, with continuous paving of 156 lane
km and laying of 57,500 metric tons of bituminous concrete, surpassing the previous
world record.
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The 343 km, access-controlled six-lane corridor will significantly cut travel time by
nearly four hours, boost regional connectivity in Andhra Pradesh, and support
economic growth once completed.

175. National Human Trafficking Awareness Day is observed on which date?
P A ¥l SIRR= &l §a¥ ford g &1 AT STl 32

(a) 10 January

(b) 11 January

(c) 12 January

(d) 15 January

(e) 18 January

Ans. b

Sol. 11 January - National Human Trafficking Awareness Day

National Human Trafficking Awareness Day is observed on 11 January to raise
awareness about human trafficking and promote efforts to prevent this serious crime.
The day highlights the need to protect vulnerable groups, especially women and
children, from exploitation, forced labour, and trafficking.

176. What is the name of the Military Civil Fusion exercise conducted at Khadki
Military Station?

Teo! fuferdt R3[ W muifora S-ArRe TH-ag 3 $T HTH T 8?2

(a) Prahar

(b) Abhyas

(c) Sanjha Shakti

(d) Suraksha Setu

(e) Samanvay

Ans. c

Sol. Military—Civil Fusion Exercise “Sanjha Shakti” Held at Khadki Military Station
The Military Civil Fusion exercise “Sanjha Shakti” was conducted at the Diggi Range,
Khadki Military Station, under the aegis of MG & G Area, Southern Command.

Over 350 personnel from 16 civilian agencies, including Maharashtra Police, Force
One, and Fire Fighting Departments, participated alongside the Indian Army.

177. According to the UN DESA report, India’s GDP is expected to grow by what
percentage in the current financial year (2025-26)?

UN DESA @1 RUd & SR, adwr faxiia adf (2025-26) # WRd @t GDP fFaq
ufaerd 9¢q &1 Iuiie &2
(a) 6.5%
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(b) 7.0%

(c) 7.4%

(d) 7.8%

(e) 8.0%

Ans. c

Sol. UN Projects India’s GDP Growth at 7.4% in 2025-26

India’s economic growth is projected at 7.4% for the current financial year (2025-26),
driven primarily by strong consumption and public investment, according to the UN
DESA World Economic Situation and Prospects 2026 report.

The report forecasts India’s GDP growth at 6.6% in 2026-27 and 6.8% in 2027-28,
supported by recent tax reforms, monetary easing, and targeted policy measures that
boost domestic demand.

Global headline inflation is projected to decline from 3.4% in 2025 to 3.1% in 2026,
but high costs of food, energy, and housing continue to strain real incomes,
especially for low-income households, contributing to inequality.

178. Which city has been ranked as the best city.for women in India in 2025,
topping a nationwide study for urban inclusion due to its combination of
strong social infrastructure and wide industrial and employment opportunities?

YR | 2025 & Afgamsii & g T8 3es7 e¥ 314 91 8, o 28 quaz= &
P Sy § X R e Fifes s98 deiga Ao SeviReE ofR AuS
(a) Chennai

(b) Pune

(c) Hyderabad

(d) Mumbai

(e) Bengaluru

Ans. e

Sol. Bengaluru Tops India’s 2025 Women-Friendly Cities Ranking for Safety and
Employmen

Bengaluru has been ranked India’s best city for women in 2025, topping a nationwide
study on urban inclusion by effectively combining strong social infrastructure with
wide industrial and employment opportunities.

The study, released by Avtar, assessed 125 cities across India; Bengaluru secured the
highest City Inclusion Score of 53.29, followed by Chennai (49.86) and Pune (46.27),
with Hyderabad and Mumbai completing the top five.
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The index is based on a two-pillar framework: Social Inclusion (safety, health,
education, mobility and liveability) and Industrial Inclusion (formal employment,
skilling, corporate diversity practices and workforce participation).

179. The Karnataka Cabinet has approved the statewide rollout of the ‘Akka
Pade’ scheme across all 31 districts and five police commissionerates in
collaboration with the Home Department. The primary objective of the ‘Akka
Pade’ scheme is to:

PHiled HRATST A Y8 faurT & Tgarm & at 31 e ofik uiw yfer smgaaraal
" 3PT U TS B AT 77 A AN B3 B1 HoRl ¢ Y B . ' 3apT 0
ST BT UTAUfAS I 8:
(a) Promote girls’ education
(b) Provide employment to women
(c) Control population growth
(d) Prevent child marriages and atrocities against women and minor girls
(e) Improve health services for minor girls
Ans.d
Sol. Karnataka Cabinet Approves Statewide Rollout of ‘Akka Pade’ Scheme to Prevent
Atrocities Against Women and Minors
The Karnataka Cabinet has approved the statewide rollout of the ‘Akka Pade’ scheme
across all 31 districts and five police commissionerates in collaboration with the
Home Department.
Akka Pade is a women- and community-oriented safety programme aimed at
preventing violence, harassment, exploitation, and social evils such as child marriage.
Initially implemented on a pilot basis in select districts, the scheme is being
expanded statewide after successful outcomes, as announced by Law and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister HK Patil.
About Karnataka

e Capital - Bengaluru

o Chief Minister —Siddaramaiah

o Deputy Chief Minister - DK Shivakumar

e Governor — Thawar Chand Gehlot

180. To promote multidisciplinary research, innovation, and capacity building
across the entire dairy sector, the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with which organisation?

Tquf STt & ° 9g-FAvae SrRiY™, TaER iR emar i F g 3| &
e, uRda FfY s uftue (emsHivemR) A f5d Weq & I1Y U JHeghdr
IO (TH3NY) W ERIER [P
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(a) ICAR and NABARD
(b) NDDB and NITI Aayog
(c) ICAR and FCI
(d) ICAR and NDDB
(e) NDDB and APEDA
Ans. d
Sol. ICAR and NDDB Sign MoU to Strengthen Research, Innovation, and Capacity
Building in India’s Dairy Sector
The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) signed an MoU with the National
Dairy Development Board (NDDB) to strengthen collaboration in multidisciplinary
research, innovation, and capacity building across the dairy sector.
The MoU aims to combine ICAR’s scientific expertise with NDDB's field-level
experience to address emerging grassroots challenges in dairy development.
The partnership will focus on climate resilience, productivity enhancement, value
chain development, knowledge sharing, technology validation, and joint training
programmes for researchers, professionals, and farmers.
About Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR)

o [Established- 16 July 1929

e Headquarters- New Delhi

e Director General- Dr Mangi Lal Jat

181. The 28th Conference of Speakers and Presiding Officers of the
Commonwealth (CSPOC) is being held in which city?

287 BrAIa Tied vd WarsfeEn ifrad ¥™e+ (cspoc) f5a wee &
3raifoTe €1 78T &2

(a) London

(b) Canberra

(c) Ottawa

(d) New Delhi

(e) Kolkata

Ans. d

Sol. 28th CSPOC Conference Begins in New Delhi

The 28th Conference of Speakers and Presiding Officers of the Commonwealth
(CSPOC) has commenced in New Delhi, with participation from over 60
Commonwealth countries and semi-autonomous Parliaments in a three-day event.
The Conference aims to promote parliamentary democracy, strengthen legislative
institutions, and encourage knowledge-sharing among different democratic systems,
with Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla serving as the Chairperson.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the Conference at Samvidhan Sadan,
which will feature sessions on Al in Parliament, social media impact, best practices,
public engagement, security, and MPs’ well-being, before the CSPOC Chair is handed
over to UK House of Commons Speaker Lindsay Hoyle.

182. In a move aimed at facilitating smoother international travel and
improving transit convenience for Indian travellers, which European country
has allowed visa-free airport transit for Indian passport holders travelling to
third countries?

HRATG I} & oY SIaRRTPIT AT Y o S 3R gifore gRaur § guR &
IexU A forg RIdH 21 A R 31 B I FA 1 HRAT TRIUIE YRSB) Bt
dieiT-ged TaRuld gifore o1 srgafa & g2

(a) France

(b) Italy

(c) Spain

(d) Germany

(e) Netherlands

Ans.d

Sol. Germany Allows Visa-Free Transit for Indian Passport Holders

Germany has permitted visa-free transit for Indian passport holders, allowing them to
pass through German airports without a transit visa under specified conditions.
The move aims to facilitate smoother international travel for Indian travellers,
especially those transiting to third countries.
This decision is expected to strengthen people-to-people ties and enhance travel
convenience between India and Germany.
About Germany

e (Capital- Berlin

e Currency - Euro

e Chancellor- Friedrich Merz

o Official language- German

e President- Frank-Walter Steinmeier

183. Who has been named New South Wales’ Scientist of the Year, becoming
the first mathematician to receive the state’s highest science honour?

foa g a3y AT BT R AP (Scientist of the Year) AT fobaT T, 3R
q ygd Ty s gl a8 I ure foean

(a) Maryam Mirzakhani

(b) Karen Uhlenbeck
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(c) Cédric Villani
(d) Nalini Joshi
(e) Terence Tao
Ans.d
Sol. Indian-Origin Mathematician Nalini Joshi Named New South Wales' Scientist of
the Year
Indian-origin mathematician Nalini Joshi has been named New South Wales' Scientist
of the Year, becoming the first mathematician to receive the state’s highest science
honour, in recognition of her pioneering contributions to applied mathematics.
The award highlights the growing relevance of mathematical sciences in addressing
complex technological and societal challenges, from climate modelling to secure
digital communications.
Joshi is a Professor and Chair of Applied Mathematics at the University of Sydney and
was the institution’s first woman Professor of Mathematics, marking a significant
milestone for gender representation in Australian academia.
Recent Award's
o 2026 IEEE Medal of Honor - NVIDIA CEO Jensen Huang (for Pioneering
Accelerated Computing)
Nritya Kalanidhi Award at 19th Music Academy Dance Festival -
Bharatanatyam Exponent Urmila Satyanarayanan Conferred
France’s Chevalier de I'Ordre des Arts et des Lettres for Literary
Contributions - Malayalam publisher Ravi Deecee (MDof DC Books)
Oman’s Highest Civilian Honour ‘The First Class of the Order Award’- PM
Narendra Mod
Ethiopia’s highest civilian honour, “The Great Honour Nishan of Ethiopia”
- PM Narendra Mod/

184. Which Italian civilian honour was conferred on Goa-based industrialist
Shrinivas Dempo?

Tar fRa Iehmafa Hifars ST & $9 91 sared! TR T ye fear
RIE] 4

(a) Order of Merit of the Italian Republic

(b) Cavaliere dell’Ordine della Stella d’Italia

(c) Order of the Italian Star

(d) Knight of Italy

(e) Italian Excellence Award

Ans. b
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Sol. Italy Conferred Prestigious ‘Cavaliere dell’'Ordine della Stella d'ltalia’ Honour on
Goa-Based Industrialist Shrinivas Dempo

Goa-based industrialist Shrinivas Dempo has been awarded the Cavaliere dell'Ordine
della Stella d'ltalia, one of Italy’s most respected civilian honours, for his contributions
to Italian citizens and bilateral interests in India.

The award was presented in Goa by Walter Ferrara, Consul General of Italy in
Mumbai, highlighting Dempo's role in strengthening Indo-Italian people-to-people
and institutional ties.

As honorary vice consul of Italy in Goa, Dempo has assisted Italian nationals and
facilitated investments, with the honour recognising his exceptional service in
cultural, economic, and diplomatic spheres.

185. Major Swathi Shantha Kumar of the Indian Army won the UN Secretary-
General’s Award 2025 for her.initiative “Equal Partners, Lasting Peace.” Major
Swathi is currently serving under which UN mission?

YR T 1 TSR WA T FHR A AT Ugd "SPd UTe-Td, ameeT 9" &
T UN A% c8-S9Rd 31 3ars 2025 SitdT 8 | AeR wifa- et frg uN A &
Ed HTH X T8 82

(a) UNIFIL

(b) MONUSCO

(c) UNAMID

(d) UNMISS

(e) UNSMIL

Ans.d

Sol. Indian Army Officer Major Swathi Shantha Kumar-Wins-UN Secretary-General's
Award 2025

Major Swathi Shantha Kumar of the Indian Army won the UN Secretary-General's
Award 2025 for her initiative “"Equal Partners, Lasting Peace.”

Serving with the United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS), she made
significant contributions toward strengthening gender parity and community-level
engagement.

The prestigious award was announced and conferred by UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres.

186. Justice Revati Mohite Dere recently created history by being sworn in as
the first woman Chief Justice of which High Court, marking a milestone for a
matrilineal northeastern state?
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WRed Yad! Hifgd S¥ A 314 &1 # ford g1 I 1 gell Afgar 9t wiivey & dik
TR XY AH A8 ¥4, St TP ATqaaTeHS IuX-Ydi 1ed & g ue dia &1
TRR 37
(a) Bombay High Court
(b) Gauhati High Court
(c) Manipur High Court
(d) Meghalaya High Court
(e) Tripura High Court
Ans. d
Sol. Justice Revati Mohite Dere Sworn In as First Woman Chief Justice of Meghalaya
High Court
Justice Revati Mohite Dere was sworn in as the first woman Chief Justice of the
Meghalaya High Court, marking a landmark moment for the matrilineal northeastern
state.
The oath was administered by Meghalaya Governor Chandrashekhar H Vijayashankar
at the Durbar Hall, Lok Bhavan, Shillong; she succeeds Justice Soumen Sen.
About Meghalaya

e Capital - Shillong

e Chief Minister - Conrad Kongkal Sangma

e Governor - C. H. Vijayashankar

187. Singer and actor Prashant Tamang/{43) passed away due to cardiac arrest
at his residence in New Delhi. Prashant Tamang rose to national fame after
winning which reality show?

RIR 3R TaeR U=Id quiTT (43) &7 % et # 30 R R FIfETS oRwe A e
& T | W= aHiv ford Raferd =it &t siiasy AxFa dae IR UIER §¢ &2

(a) Sa Re Ga Ma Pa

(b) Indian Idol Season 2

(c) Indian Idol Season 3

(d) The Voice India

(e) Fame Gurukul

Ans. c

Sol. Indian Idol 3 Winner and Actor Prashant Tamang Passes Away at 43

Singer and actor Prashant Tamang (43), winner of Indian Idol Season 3, passed away
due to cardiac arrest at his residence in New Delhi.

He rose to fame after winning Indian Idol and was recently seen playing the role of
Daniel Lecho in Paatal Lok Season 2.

Tamang was born on January 4, 1983, in Darjeeling into a Nepali-speaking Gorkha
family.
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188. Justice Soumen Sen was recently sworn in as the Chief Justice of which
High Court?

SR WA 94 7 51 81 § {59 315 31 & A% JIfed & dik IR Uy ot §2
(a) Meghalaya High Court

(b) Calcutta High Court
(c) Kerala High Court
(d) Karnataka High Court
(e) Madras High Court
Ans. c
Sol. Justice Soumen Sen Sworn In as New Chief Justice of the Kerala High Court
Justice Soumen Sen was sworn in as the Chief Justice of the Kerala High Court, with
the oath administered by Governor Rajendra Viswanath Arlekar at Kerala Lok Bhavan,
in the presence of senior state dignitaries.
He assumed charge after the superannuation of Justice Nitin Madhukar Jamdar and
was previously serving as the Chief Justice of the Meghalaya High Court.
About Kerala

e Capital - Thiruvananthapuram

o Chief Minister — Pinarayi Vijayan

e Governor - Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar

189. Who inaugurated the 9th edition ofilndusfood 2026 at Greater Noida?
Yex AITST ¥ 8PS 2026 & 99 TSI &1 Igure foa faar

(a) Piyush Goyal

(b) Nitin Gadkari

(c) Chirag Paswan

(d) Narendra Singh Tomar

(e) Smriti Irani

Ans. c

Sol. Union Minister Chirag Paswan Inaugurates Indusfood 2026 in Greater Noida
Union Minister Chirag Paswan of the Ministry of Food Processing Industries
inaugurated the 9th edition of Indusfood 2026 at the India Expo Centre and Mart,
Greater Noida, Uttar Pradesh.

The event was organised by the Trade Promotion Council of India (TPCI) under the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

Indusfood 2026 is Asia’s premier global food and beverage sourcing trade show,
aimed at promoting Indian agri-exports, entrepreneurship, and international trade
partnerships.
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190. Who has been appointed as the President and Vice Chairman of Meta
recently?

BT g1 § HeT & UfiSe iR arsd awed & wu ¥ frw fgea fear mar g2

(a) Sheryl Sandberg

(b) Susan Wojcicki

(c) Dina Powell McCormick

(d) Amy Hood

(e) Marissa Mayer

Ans. c

Sol. Meta Appoints Dina Powell McCormick as President and Vice Chairman

Meta, the parent company of Facebook, has appointed Dina Powell McCormick as its
President and Vice Chairman, strengthening its top leadership.

A former adviser in the Trump administration and a seasoned finance executive, she
had earlier served on Meta'’s Board of Directors.

191. Which Indian stock exchange, known for'being Asia’s oldest stock
exchange and a pioneer in electronic trading, was recently conferred the Asia
Best Employer Brand Award 2026 in recognition of its strong workplace culture,
employee empowerment initiatives, and efforts to foster an inclusive, high-
performance environment?

TR & Ha9 RM WK TaHd 3R SAGEID ¢S d IR & dR W &
W 91d frg YR Wid THIS &1 819 8 § SUP H9gd dpwiy He,
HHATRG] BT TG T BT Ugall SN FHGRMN, FT5-URBIHH HIGIA B §ral g
& yarl & g TR I TR s $ars 2026 | WG fHar man

(a) National Stock Exchange

(b) Securities and Exchange Board of India

(c) Bombay Stock Exchange

(d) Multi Commodity Exchange of India

(e) Kolkata Stock Exchange

Ans. c

Sol. Bombay Stock Exchange Wins Asia Best Employer Brand Award 2026

The Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) has been conferred the Asia Best Employer Brand
Award 2026 at the Hong Kong Leadership Awards & CMO Asia Awards.

The award recognises BSE's strong people-first approach, focus on employee
empowerment, professional development, and building an inclusive, high-
performance work culture.

About Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE)
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Founded — 9 July1875

Headquarters - Mumbai Maharashtra
Chairman - Subhasis Chaudhuri

MD & CEO - Sundararaman Ramamurthy

192. What is the new name of the Aralam Wildlife Sanctuary in Kerala?

A & SRTAH AIZCSATSH QYR BT 4T A1 T 82

(a) Aralam Bird Sanctuary

(b) Aralam Nature Park

(c) Aralam Insect Sanctuary

(d) Aralam Butterfly Sanctuary

(e) Aralam Eco Park

Ans.d

Sol. Kerala Renames Aralam Wildlife Sanctuary as First Aralam Butterfly Sanctuary
Aralam Wildlife Sanctuary in Kerala has been officially renamed as Aralam Butterfly
Sanctuary, making it the first butterfly-specific sanctuary in the state.

The renaming was notified via SRO No. 1407/2025 under the Wildlife (Protection)
Act, 1972, based on the State Board for Wildlife's recommendation highlighting the
area’s exceptional butterfly diversity.

Aralam spans 55 sq km of evergreen and semi-evergreen forests in Kannur, hosting
large-scale butterfly migrations, mud-puddling, and serving as a habitat for Schedule
1 species like the Slender Loris.

193. Which government organisation in Kerala announced the Science
Literature Awards 2024, recognising outstanding contributions in Malayalam
science writing across categories such as Popular Science, In-depth Science,
Children’s Literature, and Science Journalism?

DIF-U BT DI IXHRI TRT A 2024 & fA7H AT REPR BT Ti9on &Y,
AaaTad | A a9 d IPE NG &I A=udT <t g, forad ate i fagm,
T oy, a=l &1 Wi SR I wsiar St Aforat =i &2

(a) Indian National Science Academy

(b) Kerala Academy of Sciences

(c) Kerala State Council for Science, Technology and Environment

(d) National Council for Science & Technology

(e) Kerala Science Foundation

Ans. c

Sol. Kerala Announces Science Literature Awards 2024 for Excellence in Malayalam
Science Writing
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Kerala State Council for Science, Technology and Environment (KSCSTE) announced
the Science Literature Awards 2024, recognising excellence in science writing in
Malayalam across four categories.

Each award carries 50,000, a plaque, and a certificate, celebrating contributions in
Popular Science, In-depth Science, Children’s Literature, and Science Journalism.
Winners include Biju Dharmapalan (Popular Science), Gopakumar Cholayil (In-depth
Science), and Pradeep Orkkatteri (Children’s Literature) for their outstanding books
published in 2024.

The Science Journalism award was presented to Ashwin S. for his series on artificial
intelligence in Malayala Manorama, highlighting the role of media in popularising
scientific knowledge.

194. Indian mountaineer Aritra Roy successfully summited Mount Aconcagua in
Argentina, the highest peak'outside Asia at 6,967.15 meters above sea level.
Which organization fully sponsored Aritra Roy'sisolo expedition to Mount
Aconcagua?

YR TdaRIg! IR 314 7 il § A1de UTHiIh R[S IR Thadiyd® ders
D1, S TS 9 F 6,967.15 Hiex B HATS U TRMAT & 916X a9 Sl dic! 2
AT T & ATSE THIABNIS & Hial A D fFT FeaIA T we |
iR forar um

(a) ISRO

(b) DRDO

(c) ONGC

(d) HAL

(e) Indian Army

Ans.d

Sol. Indian Mountaineer Aritra Roy Conquers Mount Aconcagua in Argentina
Indian mountaineer Aritra Roy successfully summited Mount Aconcagua in
Argentina, the highest peak outside Asia at 6,967.15 meters above sea level.

The solo expedition, sponsored by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), is part of
Roy's Seven Summits challenge, following his earlier climb of Mount Everest.

Roy reached the summit on January 7 at 2:00 PM local time after a 44-km trek in
extreme conditions with temperatures as low as —40°C, facing snowstorms and
blizzards.

195. Australia women'’s team captain Alyssa Healy announced her retirement
from all forms of international cricket ahead of the T20 World Cup 2026. In
which years did Alyssa Healy win the ODI World Cup?
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e ierar afgar &9 & = v it A 720 968 $U 2026 I UEA FeAHA
fpdbe & Tt witle & frerrde ot oivon & € 31 vieran gt A 5= aral §
IS a%s B Sildl UT?
(a) 2011 and 2019
(b) 2012 and 2018
(c) 2013 and 2022
(d) 2010 and 2016
(e) 2014 and 2020
Ans. c
Sol. Australia Women'’s Captain Alyssa Healy Announces Retirement from
International Cricket
Australia women'’s team captain Alyssa Healy announced her retirement from all
forms of international cricket ahead of the T20 World Cup 2026.
The 35-year-old wicketkeeper-batter ends an illustrious T20I career of nearly 15 years,
scoring 3,054 runs at a strike rate of 129.79.
Debuting in 2010, Healy is a six-time T20 World Cup winner and also lifted the ODI
World Cup in 2013 and 2022, marking the end of a golden era in Australian cricket.
Recently Retired Players
e Jinson Johnson (Kerala, India) - Middle-distance Runner
o Usman Khawaja (Australia) - International cricket
e Doug Bracewell (New Zealand) - all forms of international cricket
Mohit Sharma (India) - All Forms of Cricket
Kane Williamson (New Zealand) - T20 Internationals
Rohan Bopanna (India) - Professional Tennis

196. India ranked 80th in the Henley Passport Index 2026, with visa-free, visa-
on-arrival or eTA access to 55 destinations, sharing the rank with Algeria and
Niger. Which country holds the world’s most powerful passport in the Henley
Passport Index 2026?

14 UTHUIE SS9 2026 H HIRA 804 RITH UR g7, o 55 SReAw= & forw
JIIT-15Y, FioTT-3iTH-3RTSad AT e TA TR A, 3R I8 ¥ SreaiivaT SR TSR
& 1Y R P 70 TTHUIE SSRT 2026 A AT T R fFa=mal uraaie fva
4% U &2

(a) Japan

(b) Germany

(c) South Korea

(d) France

(e) Singapore

Ans. e
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Sol. India Climbs to 80th Position in Global Passport Index 2026

India ranked 80th in the Henley Passport Index 2026, with visa-free, visa-on-arrival or
eTA access to 55 destinations, sharing the rank with Algeria and Niger.

India’s position has improved by five places from 85th in 2025, reflecting a gradual
increase in global mobility for Indian passport holders.

Despite the improvement, India remains below the global average of over 100
destinations, with limited access to Europe, the UK, the US, and Canada, restricting
spontaneous travel.

Singapore continues to hold the most powerful passport (192 destinations), followed
by Japan and South Korea jointly at second place, while Afghanistan remains the
weakest (24 destinations).

Compared to peers, India lags behind China (59th, 81 destinations), Saudi Arabia
(54th, 88 destinations) and South Africa (48th, 101 destinations), highlighting the
mobility gap for Indian travellers.

197. PFRDA has constitutediathigh-level expert committee to develop an
assured pension income product under the National Pension System (NPS),
aimed at attracting risk-averse subscribers. The expert committee formed for
assured pension payouts under NPS is chaired byswhom?

PFRDA 3 A%Hd U2 fRIREH (NPS) & dgd U UapT U S9HH NSac Sady
F ¥ AT TP g1$-A9d TS SRS §918 ¢, et Fovg R @ 999 a«
ToHBhISaH B! MThd BT 81 NPS & d8d Uah! U2 9A T & fore o+t vamaud
FHC! B SHHET I B Y61 82

(a) Urjit Patel

(b) Rajeev Kumar

(c) Ajay Tyagi

(d) M. S. Sahoo

(e) N. S. Vishwanathan

Ans.d

Sol. PFRDA Forms Expert Panel to Develop Assured Pension Income Product Under
NPS

PFRDA has constituted a high-level expert committee to develop an assured pension
income product under the National Pension System (NPS), aimed at attracting risk-
averse subscribers.

The 15-member panel, chaired by M. S. Sahoo (former IBBI chairperson), will act as a
standing advisory body to frame guidelines and regulations for assured payouts
under NPS.

The move aligns with the PFRDA Act and the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047, marking the
first structured effort to design a market-based assured pension product with inputs
from multi-disciplinary experts.
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198. Who has been appointed as a whole-time director of Kotak Mahindra
Bank?
Plcd Ul §& & YoieTas e & wu H fra fgea fear mar g2
(a) Rajeev Jain
(b) Ashok Vaswani
(c) Jaideep Hansraj
(d) Parul Tyagi
(e) Anup Kumar Saha
Ans. e
Sol. Kotak Mahindra Bank Names Former Bajaj Finance MD Anup Kumar Saha as
Whole-Time Director
Kotak Mahindra Bank appointed former Bajaj Finance MD Anup Kumar Saha as its
whole-time director.
Saha will oversee consumer banking, marketing, and data analytics, focusing on
customer-centric transformation, digital innovation, and data-led strategies.
With this appointment, Saha becomes the fourth whole-time director on Kotak
Mahindra Bank's board, joining MD & CEO Ashok Vaswani and executive directors
Jaideep Hansraj and Paritosh Kashyap.
Recent Appointments in Banking & Insurance Sector
e CFO of HSBC Private Bank - lda Liu (replace Georges Elhedery)
o CEO of Health Insurance Ecosystem by General Insurance Council - S.

Prakash

Interim MD & CEO of Canara Bank - Hardeep Singh Ahluwalia (replace K.

Satyanarayana Raju)

Non-Executive Chairman of India Infoline Finance Limited (/IFL) - B.P

Kanungo

199. Essar Future Energy Limited signed an MoU with which state government
for a bio-fuel project?

TRIR RER TS fafies A ara-WRd Wislae & g fra 30 IR & a1y
MoU T8 forar 87

(a) Rajasthan

(b) Maharashtra

(c) Gujarat

(d) Madhya Pradesh

(e) Andhra Pradesh

Ans. ¢
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Sol. Essar Signs %5,100 Crore MoU with Gujarat for Large-Scale Bio-Fuel Project
Essar Future Energy Limited signed an MoU with the Gujarat government to invest
5,100 crore in setting up a large-scale bio-fuel complex in Devbhumi Dwarka
district.

The MoU was signed at the Vibrant Gujarat Regional Conference (VGRC) held in
Rajkot, marking a major push for renewable energy in the state.

The proposed bio-fuel project will have an initial feedstock processing capacity of 1
million tonnes per annum (MTPA) and was signed in the presence of senior state
ministers and officials.

Recent MoU

e Supreme Court of India Signs MoU with Bhutan Apex Court to Exchange
Young Legal Professionals
Delhi Government Signs MoU with RB/ to Streamline Borrowings and Cash
Management
NTH and NHAI Sign MoU to Enhance Quality Assurance in National Highway
Projects
PDUNASS and IC Centre for Governance Partner to Embed Ethical Leadership
in EPFO Administration
India Optel Limited (IOL) signed agreement with Safran Electronics & Defense
to manufacture two high-precision, combat-proven defence systems in India

200. Who chaired the meeting of the NIRANTAR platform to strengthen
coordination among MoEFCC institutions?

MoEFCC TXIT3HT & TH-aY P! Holgd H & fold NIRANTAR W T &1 SoF Ht
Jegerdr feaa o

(a) Prime Minister

(b) Union Environment Minister

(c) Union Agriculture Minister

(d) Union Science & Technology Minister

(e) Union Forest Secretary

Ans. b

Sol. Union Environment Minister Chairs NIRANTAR Meeting to Strengthen MoEFCC
Coordination

Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav chaired a meeting on the NIRANTAR
platform, aimed at strengthening coordination and collaboration among institutions
under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC).
NIRANTAR's four verticals focus on research, assessment of outcomes, and their
ultimate utilisation, enhancing effective use of India’s natural resources.
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201. GAIL (India) Limited has joined which nationwide campaign under the
National PNG Drive 2.0 initiative?

gfr Efsam fafires A A= PNG 3139 2.0 & gd foa P siftrar / v feran
(a) #CleanEnergyindia

(b) #GasForAll

(c) #EnergyForFuture

(d) #GreenIndiaMission

(e) #NonStopZindagi

Ans. e

Sol. GAIL Joins PNGRB's National PNG Drive 2.0 to Promote PNG and CNG Across
India

GAIL (India) Limited has partnered with PNGRB for the National PNG Drive 2.0
initiative, joining the nationwide #NonStopZindagi campaign to promote Piped
Natural Gas (PNG) and Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) adoption across India.
National PNG Drive 2.0 runs from 1 January to 31 March 2026, supporting India’s
goal to increase the share of natural gas in the energy mix to 15% by 2030.

The campaign aims to raise awareness, generate demand, and strengthen the City
Gas Distribution (CGD) ecosystem, supported by the Unified Tariff framework under
the principle of “One Nation, One Grid, One Tariff".

202. When is National Road Safety Week 2026 beinggobserved;in India?
P TS YR&M TS 2026 HRA H Hd HATIT ST 361 52

(a) January 10-20

(b) January 11-17

(c) January 15-21

(d) January 20-26

(e) January 25-31

Ans. b

Sol. 11 - 17 January 2026 - National Road Safety Week

National Road Safety Week 2026 is being observed from January 11 to 17 across
India to raise awareness about road safety and reduce accidents.

The campaign focuses on promoting safe driving practices, adherence to traffic
rules, and use of helmets and seatbelts among motorists and pedestrians.

The year 2026 marks the 37th observance of National Road Safety Week in India.
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203. Indian Army signs ¥168 crore contract for MAPSS, a solar-powered
surveillance drone system, marking the first induction of a solar-powered
unmanned aerial platform for long-endurance border monitoring. What does
MAPSS stand for in the context of the Indian Army’s drone induction?

YR JT 7 MAPSS & 1T 3168 FRIS BT Hicae AT (AT g, T TP AloR-
UTgs Afdaia g9 Rived 81 98 @9 9T 99 die? @1 fARML & fore gier-uras
AHaRfed TRUT Wewd &7 Ugdl SSaRM 8| YR I9T & $IH sSa=HF & gy
H MAPSS ST Hdod T 32

(a) Medium Altitude Precision Strike System

(b) Multi-Aircraft Persistent Surveillance System

(c) Medium Altitude Persistent Surveillance System

(d) Modular Aerial Patrol Surveillance System

(e) Mobile Airborne Protection and Surveillance System

Ans. c

Sol. Indian Army Inducts Solar-Powered MAPSS Drone for Long-Endurance Border
Surveillance

Indian Army signs %168 crore contract for MAPSS, a solar-powered surveillance drone
system, marking the first induction of a solar-powered unmanned aerial platform for
long-endurance border monitoring.

MAPSS (Medium Altitude Persistent Surveillance System), developed by Bengaluru-
based NewSpace Research & Technologies, uses solar energy instead of conventional
fuel or batteries, allowing continuous airborne operations for extended periods.

The system is designed for intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance (ISR)
missions across diverse terrains, providing quieter electric propulsion, reduced
thermal signature, and support for tracking, observation, communications, and target
identification.

204. The PSLV-C62 mission, launched by ISRO as its first mission of the year
from Satish Dhawan Space Centre, was carrying multiple satellites, including
the Earth observation satellite EOS-N1, several international payloads from
Brazil, Nepal, and the UK, as well as a surveillance satellite named Anvesha
developed by DRDO. How many total payloads were on board the PSLV-C62
mission?

ISRO T PSLV-C62 fir, adf &1 ugan @l wdixr ya T Hex | fasar mar i
U8 $3NTH-T1 I Sifsord== Aearge, sTelid, AuTe SR g & Siavegig
YeigY 3R DRDO gRT fawRrd fFRTT Aearge srawr nfia &1 39 iR A pa
IELERGIETE L

(a) 10

(b) 12
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(c) 14

(d) 16

(e) 18

Ans.d

Sol. ISRO’s PSLV-C62 Mission Fails to Place 16 Satellites into Orbit

ISRO's PSLV-C62 mission, the first launch of the year, failed to place its 16 satellites
into the intended orbit due to a technical problem in the rocket'’s third stage.

The rocket was launched successfully from Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota,
with the first two stages performing normally.

The mission carried EOS-N1 (Earth observation satellite) along with 15 other
payloads, including satellites from Brazil, Nepal, and the UK, as well as Anvesha, a
surveillance satellite developed by DRDO.

This is the second consecutive PSLV mission affected by third-stage issues, despite
PSLV’s previous successes in missions like Chandrayaan-1, Mars Orbiter Mission,
Aditya-L1, and Astrosat.

205. Bamanwas Kankar gram panchayat, recently in news for sustainable
agriculture, is located in which district of Rajasthan?

Tad $Y & fore ==t & 81 a9 Sip I8 Uard oI & oy fora o
R &2

(a) Alwar

(b) Jaipur

(c) Sikar

(d) Kotputli-Behror

(e) Bharatpur

Ans.d

Sol. Bamanwas Kankar Becomes Rajasthan'’s First Fully Organic Certified Gram
Panchayat

Bamanwas Kankar gram panchayat in Rajasthan has become the State’s first fully
organic certified village body, located in the newly formed Kotputli-Behror district.
The shift towards organic farming began after villagers collectively addressed
declining soil fertility, falling groundwater levels, rising input costs, and health issues
linked to chemical-based agriculture, focusing on long-term sustainability.

The panchayat has adopted chemical-free farming and ecological livestock practices,
including crop rotation, mulching, biological pest control, vermicompost use, and
environmentally responsible animal husbandry.
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206. The Dagadarthi Greenfield Airport project, recently approved by the state
cabinet, is located in which district of Andhra Pradesh?

BT Bt # sy "ivisd gRT Wigd giedf Mawics waruld ufvaie r sy wexr &
o fore o fRua 82

(a) Prakasam

(b) Chittoor

(c) Nellore

(d) Anantapur

(e) Visakhapatnam
Ans. c

Sol. Andhra Pradesh Cabinet Approves Dagadarthi Greenfield Airport in Nellore
District

The Andhra Pradesh Cabinet approved the Dagadarthi Greenfield Airport project in
Nellore district, marking a major boost to regional aviation infrastructure.

With this approval, Dagadarthi will become the 8th airport in Andhra Pradesh,
strengthening air connectivity in the state.

The airport is strategically located near major National Highway corridors and close
to Krishnapatnam Port and Ramayapatnam Port, enabling strong multimodal
transport integration.

The project will be developed in phases over 1,332.80 acres of land and has already
received in-principle approval from the Ministry of Civil Aviation.

About Andhra Pradesh

e Capital - Amaravati

e Chief Minister — N Chandrababu Naidu

e Deputy CM — Pawan Kalyan

eGovernor - S. Abdul Nazeer

207. The Navi Mumbai International Airport will be named after which
prominent leader associated with farmers’ and local rights movements?
Tt a3 SRR §aTS 37 BT AT fPaHT 3R R SRR e 9 I
5 Y@ AT & A9 R 3@ A1

(a) Bal Thackeray

(b) Sharad Pawar

(c) D B Patil

(d) Gopinath Munde

(e) Vilasrao Deshmukh

Ans. c

Sol. Navi Mumbai International Airport to Be Named After D B Patil
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Navi Mumbai International Airport will be named after late D B Patil, a prominent
leader linked with farmers’ and local rights movements, as announced by
Maharashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis at a public meeting in Airoli.

Navi Mumbai is set to become the next economic growth engine of Maharashtra,
with the airport acting as a catalyst for sectors like pharmaceuticals, food processing,
services, innovation-driven enterprises, and import—export activities.

About Maharashtra

e Capital - Mumbai

e Chief Minister - Devendra Fadnavis (37 time)

e Deputy Chief Minister - £knath Sindhe & Ajit Pawar

eGovernor - Acharya Devvrat (additional charge)

208. India assumed the BRICS Presidency for 2026 on 1 January 2026, taking
over from Brazil and marking.its fourth term as the BRICS chair. On this
occasion, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar launched the official BRICS
2026 website, theme and logo in New Delhi."Which of the following symbols
are reflected in the BRICS 2026 logo to convey unity, prosperity and mutual
respect among the BRICS member nations?

YR = 1 SIa8T 2026 Hi STOA A BRICS B A& FUTHT 3R 2026 & forg
BRICS @} 3EH&AT AGUT 1, SIY BRICS A& P Y H IHBT NYT HrdGTd g1 59
AR W, fagxr v vo. su=iez 3 8 fawil & BRICS 2026 F1 MfUHTRG
daurge, A iR A @i fhaT1 BRICS Hed ¢=1 & ot uwdr, 9qfs sk
SMRTt I &1 g2 & forw BRICS 2026 @ & fufefad & 9 &9 @ Udie
femg Ty &2

(a) Ashoka Chakra and Tricolour

(b) Peacock and Banyan Tree

(c) Lion and Lotus

(d) Handshake and Globe

(e) Lotus and Namaste

Ans. e

Sol. India Launches Theme, Logo and Website for BRICS 2026 Presidency

India assumed the BRICS Presidency (18th) for 2026 on 1 January 2026, taking over
from Brazil, marking its fourth term as the BRICS chair.

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar launched the official BRICS 2026 website,
theme, and logo in New Delhi to kick-start India’s chairship.

India’s BRICS presidency will follow a “humanity-first” and people-centric approach,
focusing on inclusive growth and global welfare.
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The theme “Building for Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability” and
the lotus—'Namaste’ based logo symbolise unity, prosperity, respect, and mark 20
years of BRICS as a key platform for emerging economies.
About BRICS

e Formation- 16 June 2009

e Founded at- Yekaterinburg, Russia (1st BRIC summit)

o  Membership- Brazil, China, Egypt Ethiopia, India, Indonesia, Iran, Russia, South

Africa, United Arab Emirates

209. Who has been appointed as the Director General (DG) of the Border
Security Force (BSF)?

BSF & U= (DG) & ¥u ¥ fore frrgert faoar mam 32

(a) Shatrujeet Singh Kapoor

(b) Rakesh Aggarwal

(c) Praveen Kumar

(d) Y.S. Puram Kumar

(e) Anil Kumar

Ans. c

Sol. Praveen Kumar Named BSF Chief, Shatrujeet Singh Kapoor Appointed DG ITBP
The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) approved the appointment of
Shatrujeet Singh Kapoor, a 1990-batch IPS officer of the Haryana cadre and former
Haryana DGP, as Director General (DG) of the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) till
October 31 or until further orders.

Praveen Kumar, a 1993-batch IPS officer of the West Bengal cadre, currently serving
as DG, ITBP, has been appointed as Director General of the Border Security Force
(BSF), holding the post till September 30, 2030 or until further orders.

Praveen Kumar is presently holding dual charge of DG, BSF and DG, ITBP following
his new appointment.

The ACC also cleared the appointment of Rakesh Aggarwal, a 1994-batch IPS officer,
as Director General of the National Investigation Agency (NIA), with tenure up to July
31, 2028 or until further orders.

About Border Security Force (BSF)

o/t is a central armed police force in India, under the Ministry of Home Affairs.

e Founded- 7 December 1965

e Founder- Khusro Faramurz Rustamyi

e Constituting instrument - Border Security Force Act 1968

e Headquarters - New Delhi

e Director General- Praveen Kumar
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About Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP)

e/t is a central armed police force in India, under the Ministry of Home Affairs.
e Formed- 24 October 1962

e Headquarters- New Delhi

e Director Genaral - Shatrujeet Singh Kapoor

About National Investigation Agency (NIA)

o/t is the principal counter-terrorism law enforcement agency in Indja.

o/t was established under the National Investigation Agency Act, 2008.

o/t operates under the administrative control of the Ministry of Home Affairs.
e Formed- 2009

e Headquarters- New Delhi

e Director General - Rakesh Aggarwal

210. NITI Aayog released the Export Preparedness Index (EPI) 2024, the fourth
edition of the index, which evaluates export readiness across India’s States and
Union Territories. Under the index, States andiUTsiare categorised into Large
States, Small States, North Eastern States, and\Union Territories, and further
classified as Leaders, Challengers, and Aspirers to promote comparative
assessment and peer learning. In EPl 2024, the top-performing Large States are
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, and Andhra Pradesh, while
leading performers among Small States, North Eastern States, and UTs include
Uttarakhand, Jammu & Kashmir, Nagaland, Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman
& Diu, and Goa. The Export Preparedness.Index (EPI) 2024 is structured around
which of the following pillars?

Hifa s A Tauid TSy 3 (EPI) 2024 ST fopaT, Y 59 S3RT &1 YT
TSR 8, 3R I§ URA & ISl 3R g MRIT USRI H TRIUIS B a1 BT
Y+ Hdl 3| 59 S0 & dgd, Tsal 3R B ARG U= Bi g8 IS4, Bie
T4, SR Y T4t SR Hx qRa WeN ¥ qieT T 8, SR qaHd eaip
3R TR a1 3 ggrar 37 & forg 3= oiied, doivrd ok TWRRYE & U H 3R
Tiffea fear mar g1 eI zoz4ﬁ,wﬁmm&hwﬁaﬁa@mm§

g, TR TR B A e Wae 3 AT # SIS, oI 3R HR,
ANTAS, ST 3R TR gaeil 3R o iR dig, aﬁvﬁm*zrr&m%nzm'é
firas—w Ssa (EPI) 2024 Frafafed & | fo Wl o smemia 32

. Export Infrastructure
. Business Ecosystem
. Policy & Governance
. Export Performance
. Agricultural Sustainability
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Select the correct answer using the code given below:

-4 foT 1T Fe &1 yahT SR HEl SR g

(a) 1, 2, and 3 only

(b) 1, 2, 3 and 4 only

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only

(d) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only

(e)1,2,3,4and 5

Ans. b

Sol. NITI Aayog Releases Export Preparedness Index 2024

NITI Aayog released the Export Preparedness Index (EPI) 2024, the 4th edition of the
index, which assesses export readiness across India’s States and Union Territories; the
first edition was published in August 2020.

The EPI 2024 aligns with India’s goals of achieving USD 1 trillion in merchandise
exports by 2030 and the vision of Viksit Bharat @2047, providing an evidence-based
framework for strengthening subnational export ecosystems.

The Index evaluates the strength, resilience, and inclusiveness of export systems at
the State and district levels, while identifying structural challenges, growth drivers,
and policy opportunities.

The EPI 2024 framework is based on 4 pillars, 13 sub-pillars, and 70 indicators,
enabling a granular and policy-relevant assessment of export preparedness.

The four pillars are Export Infrastructure, Business Ecosystem, Policy & Governance,
and Export Performance, covering areas such as logistics, finance, MSMEs, human
capital, and trade facilitation.

States and UTs are categorised into Large States, Small States, North Eastern States,
and UTs, and further classified as Leaders, Challengers, and Aspirers to encourage
peer learning.

Top performers in EPI 2024 include Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh,
and Andhra Pradesh among Large States, and Uttarakhand, Jammu & Kashmir,
Nagaland, Dadra & Nagar Haveli and Daman & Diu, and Goa among Small States,
North Eastern States, and UTs.

211. Wholesale Price Index (WPI)-based inflation in India stood at what level in
December 2025?

fadaR 2025 # URA Bt U1 od JaHTH (WPI) MR GERWiT fHa- @2
(@) 1.33%

(b) 0.71%

(c) 0.83%

(d) 2.57%
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(e) -0.32%

Ans. c

Sol. Wholesale Inflation Turns Positive at 0.83% in December 2025

Wholesale Price Index (WPI)-based inflation rose to 0.83% in December 2025,
marking the second consecutive monthly increase and a return to positive territory
after deflation in October (-1.21%) and November (-0.32%).

The rise in wholesale inflation was driven by higher prices of manufactured products,
food and non-food articles, with manufactured goods inflation increasing to 1.82%
and non-food articles inflation rising to 2.95%, while food deflation moderated
sharply.

DPIIT releases the data. Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) is a central government department under the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry.

Recent WPI-based Wholesale inflation in India

August 2025 - 0.52%
September 2025 - 0.73%
October 2025 - (-)1.21%
November 2025 — (-) 0.32%
December 2025 - 0.83%

212. The Department of Financial Services launched Paripoorna Mediclaim
Ayush Bima for Central Government Health Scheme (CGHS) beneficiaries,
offering cashless treatment, modern medical procedures, and access to a wide
hospital network. Beneficiaries can choose a sum insuredjof ¥10 lakh or 20
lakh, with an optional co-payment structure of 70:30,or 50:50 between the
insurer and the subscriber. This insurance can be purchased through which
company?

faxita dar faumT 7 Aea Ta-de T TP (CGHS) & arHTiial & forg afvguf
AfSTay mqy Star di f5ar 8, ot xR sar, snyf-e Afswa uftrare ok
To 92 BifUCH Acad de Ugd U Hdl ¢ | arHTdf 210 g a1 220 ARG Y
dar IR g7 TP €, Forad i Hu 3R TsaspgaR & 9 70:30 T 50:50 HT
ITAu®d Hi-Ue TR g | 98 a1 frd Su-it & Areay I W o JHdr 82
(a) Life Insurance Corporation of India

(b) The New India Assurance Company Limited

(c) State Bank of India Life Insurance

(d) Lombard General Insurance Company Limited

(e) Housing Development Finance Corporation Life Insurance

Ans. b

Sol. Centre Launches 'Paripoorna Mediclaim Ayush Bima' for CGHS Beneficiaries
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The Department of Financial Services launched Paripoorna Mediclaim Ayush Bima for
Central Government Health Scheme (CGHS) beneficiaries, offering cashless treatment,
modern medical procedures, and access to a wide hospital network.

The policy is exclusively for CGHS beneficiaries, covering up to six family members
per policy, and provides indemnity-based in-patient hospitalisation coverage within
India.

Beneficiaries can choose a sum insured of 210 lakh or 320 lakh, with an optional co-
payment structure of 70:30 or 50:50 between the insurer and the subscriber.

The insurance will be available as a retail product without GST to ensure affordability
and can be purchased through New India Assurance Company Limited's offices and
online platform.

213. The Department of Financial Services (DFS), Ministry of Finance, launched
a composite ‘Salary Account Package’ for Central Government employees to
provide integrated banking and insurance benefits, supporting the vision of
Viksit Bharat 2047 and Insurance for All by 2047. Banking features include zero-
balance salary account, free RTGS/NEFT/UPI, “concessional loans for housing,
education, vehicles, personal needs, locker fee waivers, and family banking
benefits. What is the maximum Personal Accident Insurance coverage under the
package?

o wizmerg & o<ty |41 fAUTT (DFS) A g PR & HHANRG] & forg T
FrIfore Hedl srpTrde Yo Al fhar 8 a1fe géRies 9fdb iR dtwr ary fira
TP, TN fapRia WRA 2047 3R 2047 a@ 9t & o diar & faoe & 9uié Fwan
81 dfT vt o ofiRt-adiw At sfwIde, Wi RTGS/NEFT/UPI, B, e, arg,
THAd vl & forg fRarad! e, diee B § ge oik ittt afd ey e
g1 39 0P & dgd SifYead udd vRiiSe SRy savs fed-r 82

(a) 50 lakh

(b) %1 crore

(c) *1.5 crore

(d) X2 crore

(e) 25 lakh

Ans. c

Sol. DFS Launches Composite Salary Account Package for Central Government
Employees with Banking and Insurance Benefits

The Department of Financial Services (DFS), Ministry of Finance, launched a
composite ‘Salary Account Package’ for Central Government employees to provide
integrated banking and insurance benefits, supporting the vision of Viksit Bharat
2047 and Insurance for All by 2047.
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Banking features include zero-balance salary account, free RTGS/NEFT/UPI,
concessional loans for housing, education, vehicles, personal needs, locker fee
waivers, and family banking benefits.

Insurance coverage includes Personal Accident Insurance up to 1.5 crore, Air
Accident Insurance up to %2 crore, Disability cover up to 1.5 crore, Term Life
Insurance up to %20 lakh, and comprehensive health insurance with top-up options.
Digital and card benefits offer enhanced debit/credit card perks, including airport
lounge access, reward programs, cashback offers, unlimited transactions, and nil
maintenance charges.

DFS has advised Public Sector Banks to publicize the scheme, organize awareness
camps, guide employees, and facilitate migration of existing salary accounts with
employees’ consent.

214. Which Japanese bank has recently received approval from the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) to establish a wholly-owned subsidiary in India, allowing it
to expand its operations and provide full-fledged banking services in the
country?

319 g1 ¥ f5d AUt §o ) WRedta Rerd 8% (RBI) & YR ® ¥t g & w@itie
el TETAP BT ST B & fore srqHie- fran 8, fora a8 oru= Jarad &1
freIR o7 9 3R 321 | quf dfdr Fa1¢ e w7 qo?

(a) Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group

(b) Nomura Bank

(c) Mizuho Bank

(d) Bank of Tokyo

(e) Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation

Ans. e

Sol. RBI Approves Japan's SMBC to Set Up Wholly-Owned Subsidiary in India

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved Japan’'s Sumitomo Mitsui Banking
Corporation (SMBC) to establish a wholly-owned subsidiary in India, marking its first
step to expand operations locally.

The move allows SMBC to provide full-fledged banking services in India under the
subsidiary structure, strengthening its presence in the growing Indian market.

At present, SMBC operates in India through four branches located in: New Delhi,
Mumbai, Chennai, and Bengaluru.

215. Ueli Kestenholz, who recently passed away, was famous in which sport?

el FeTeied, fore grar 8t # fHee 8t ma, fva va o a=g &
(a) Skiing
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(b) Ice Hockey

(c) Snowboarding

(d) Figure Skating

(e) Alpine Skiing

Ans. c

Sol. Former Swiss Olympian Ueli Kestenholz Dies in Avalanche in Swiss Alps

Ueli Kestenholz, a former Swiss snowboarder and Olympic bronze medallist, died
after being caught in an avalanche in the Swiss Alps.

The avalanche occurred near Hockuchriz peak in the Lotschental region at an altitude
of around 2,400 metres, Kestenholz had won bronze in giant slalom snowboarding at
the 1998 Nagano Winter Olympics.

216. Thomas Kuthiravattam, who recently passed away, was a senior leader of
which political party?

YT piRTagy, e g1a 81 A frem 81 wan, fra weiifas g & afvg Jar &2
(a) Indian National Congress

(b) Communist Party of India (Marxist)

(c) Bharatiya Janata Party

(d) Kerala Congress

(e) Nationalist Congress Party

Ans.d

Sol. Senior Kerala Congress Leader Thomas Kuthiravattam Passes Away at 80

Senior Kerala Congress leader Thomas Kuthiravattam passed away at the age of 80
after battling age-related ailments.

A native of Kallissery, Chengannur, he had a long and notable career in Kerala politics,
including serving as a Rajya Sabha member from 1985 to 1991.

217. In January 2026, which company has recently received RBI authorisation to
operate as a Payment Aggregator?

SFa3t 2026 H, {59 HUT B BT g1 A UHT THIeY & T | H1H S & [T RBI
T R0T T g3 32

(a) Paytm

(b) Innoviti Technologies Private Limited

(c) Razorpay

(d) PhonePe

(e) CCAvenue

Ans. b
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Sol. Innoviti Technologies Receives RBI Authorization to Operate as Payment
Aggregator

Innoviti Technologies Private Limited has received a Certificate of Authorization from
the Reserve Bank of India to operate as a Payment Aggregator.

The authorization, granted under the Payments and Settlement Systems Act, 2007,
allows Innoviti to manage both online and in-store payment transactions across
India.

218. Which Regional Rural Bank became the first in India to introduce a fully
solar-powered mobile ATM van, named “TGB on Wheels"?

DI T Aod & §F "TGB 311 FIeq” A1 1 T aRE A HieR UraR | geq
el WIETSA ATM 391 IRE $=- 1T HRd $T Ugal 9 a1 717 82
(a) Kerala Gramin Bank
(b) Tripura Gramin Bank
(c) Telangana Gramin Bank
(d) UP Gramin Bank
(e) Karnataka Gramin Bank
Ans. b
Sol. Tripura Gramin Bank Launches India’s First Solar-Powered ATM Van to Boost
Rural Banking
Tripura Gramin Bank became the first Regional Rural Bank in India to introduce
India's first fully solar-powered mobile ATM van, named "TGB on Wheels."
The project was launched with the support of the National Bank for Agriculture and
Rural Development. NABARD
The initiative earned the bank the SKOCH Group Silver Award, recognising excellence
in governance, innovation, and public service delivery.
The initiative was inaugurated on July 21, 2023, by Union Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, and currently, three solar-powered ATM vans are operational, supporting
basic banking transactions in hard-to-reach locations.
About Tripura

e Capital - Agartala

e Chief Minister - Manik Sarkar

e Governor - Indra Sena Reddy Nallu

219. What is the World Bank’s revised GDP growth forecast for India in FY
2025-26?

o o 2025-26 A URA & 1T S & BT TG GDP TY BT STHH FIT &2
(a) 6.0%
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(b) 6.3%
(c) 6.8%
(d) 7.2%
(e) 7.5%
Ans. d
Sol. World Bank Raises India’s GDP Growth Forecast to 7.2% for FY 2025-26
The World Bank has revised India’s GDP growth forecast upward to 7.2% for FY 2025-
26, citing strong domestic demand, supportive tax reforms, and resilient exports
despite global trade uncertainties.
In its flagship report “Global Economic Prospects”, the World Bank raised the
estimate by 0.9 percentage points from its earlier 6.3% projection made in June.
India is expected to remain the fastest-growing major economy, though growth is
projected to moderate to 6.5% in 2026-27 and 6.6% in 2027-28.
GDP Projection List 2026
o NSO-74% (FY26)
o UN Department of Economic and Social Aftairs (UN DESA) - 7.4% (FY26); 6.6%
(FY27) and 6.8%(FY28)
Goldman Sachs - 7.3% (FY25) 6.8% (FYZ26)
India Ratings & Research — 6.9% (FY27)
ADB -7.2%(FY26)
Fitch Rating — 7.4% (FY25)
Ind-Ra — 7% (FY26)
CRISIL — 7% (FY26)

220. Kochi, Kerala, will host the 9th International Spice Conference (ISC 2026)
from February 23 to 26, bringing global focus to India’s role in the international
spice economy. What is the theme of the International Spice Conference (ISC
2026)?

DI, B, 23 T 26 B} b 99 HARIPIT FATAT WA (ISC 2026) P AT
ST, Forad SieRTPI vl srdfeuawt § URd & Yfiret uR g 1 e
SITQT | SieRTPIT ATa WHe (1ISC 2026) T Ha =1 32

(a) Global Spice Trade 2030

(b) Sustainable Spices for the World

(c) Innovation in Agro-Exports

(d) Climate-Resilient Agriculture

(e) Spice 360 — Getting Future Ready

Ans. e

Sol. Kochi to Host 9th International Spice Conference (ISC 2026) in February
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Kochi, Kerala, will host the 9th International Spice Conference (ISC 2026) from
February 23 to 26, bringing global focus to India’s role in the international spice
economy.
Organised by the All India Spices Exporters Forum (AISEF), the four-day conference
themed "Spice 360 — Getting Future Ready” will address challenges like changing
trade dynamics, climate change and evolving consumer preferences.
The conference will be inaugurated by Amitabh Kant, former G20 Sherpa and ex-CEO
of NITI Aayog, with Martin Sonntag, CEO of Oterra, attending as Guest of Honour.
About Kerala

e Capital - Thiruvananthapuram
e Chief Minister — Pinarayi Vijayan
eGovernor - Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar

221. The Indian Pharmaceutical Alliance (IPA) has launched the Pharmaceutical
Academy for Global Excellence (PAGE) to address the gap between academic
output and industry-ready skills in India’s pharmaceutical sector. The
Pharmaceutical Academy for Global Excellence*(PAGE) has been established in
which city?

33T PR SAEN (IPA) 7 YR & BPHYgRHd dex d Thsiiid
3T3eYe 3R T5] & folE dUR v & dt & 71y &1 @ Fe & forw
wHRfewd ThsH Wik Taad TRITad (PAGE) @i f&ar 81| vrigfesd
ThSH! BIR Taad UTRIAYT (PAGE) fra 28 A RTfUd &1 8 @72

(a) Ahmedabad

(b) Hyderabad

(c) New Delhi

(d) Jaipur

(e) Bengaluru

Ans. a

Sol. IPA Launches Pharmaceutical Academy for Global Excellence (PAGE) in
Ahmedabad to Bridge Industry Skill Gap

The Indian Pharmaceutical Alliance (IPA) has launched the Pharmaceutical Academy
for Global Excellence (PAGE) in Ahmedabad, Gujarat to address the gap between
academic output and industry-ready skills in India’s pharmaceutical sector.

The initiative was inaugurated in the presence of Union Home Minister Amit Shah
and the Gujarat Chief Minister, with IPA committing USD 50 million to establish and
operate the programme.
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222. The ‘Inspiring Innovators — Naye Bharat Ki Nayi Pehchaan’ initiative was
developed in collaboration with which organisation?

SHIAT gNdeH - U YR B 73 Ugd’ Ugd fbd Tied & JganT A fawlia
CARIER)| K

(a) UNESCO

(b) Amazon Prime Video India

(c) Google Arts & Culture

(d) Netflix Fund for Creative Equity

(e) Meta (Facebook) India

Ans. d

Sol. Government and Netflix Conclude ‘Inspiring Innovators — Naye Bharat Ki Nayi
Pehchaan’ Initiative

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting and the Office of the Principal Scientific
Adviser, in collaboration with Netflix Fund for Creative Equity, concluded the
‘Inspiring Innovators — Naye Bharat Ki Nayi Pehchaan’ initiative.

The programme aimed to promote social innovation through impactful storytelling
while training young creative talent across India.

The initiative was implemented with the support of Graphiti Studios, focusing on
nurturing innovation-driven narratives.

223. The Makaravilakku festival is celebrated in which Indian state?
AHRAaap MR YR & f Irsg § THRT oI1dT1 87

(a) Tamil Nadu

(b) Karnataka

(c) Andhra Pradesh

(d) Kerala

(e) Telangana

Ans.d

Sol. Makaravilakku Festival Celebrations Commence at Sabarimala Temple in Kerala
The annual Makaravilakku festival celebrations have begun at the Sabarimala temple
in Kerala, attracting thousands of devotees of Lord Ayyappa.

The festival is observed on Makara Sankrama night, considered one of the most
sacred occasions in the Sabarimala pilgrimage calendar.

The highlight of the festival is the Makarajyothi, a divine celestial light that appears in
the evening at Ponnambalamedu, witnessed by lakhs of pilgrims.

224. Piramal Finance Limited has secured $350 million in multilateral financing
from which institutions?
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URTe ®rgd fifies A fob= SR 9 $350 Pl o1 Aedicied BrgARimT
IR &1 32

(a) World Bank and IMF

(b) IFC and Asian Development Bank

(c) New Development Bank and AlIB

(d) EXIM Bank and ADB

(e) EBRD and IFC

Ans. b

Sol. Piramal Finance Secures $350 Million Multilateral Funding from IFC and ADB
Piramal Finance Limited has secured $350 million in multilateral funding from the
International Finance Corporation (IFC) — $200 million and the Asian Development
Bank (ADB) — $150 million, marking its first borrowing from development finance
institutions (DFls).

The funding is raised under the company’s Sustainable Finance Framework, carries a
five-year tenor, and will be disbursed in tranches between January and March 2026.
The capital will support affordable housing finance, MSME lending, and credit to
women borrowers and entrepreneurs, particularly in tier-2 and tier-3 cities, with total
multilateral funding likely to reach $500 million by FY'end.

225. Who has been appointed as the Goodwill Ambassador for the Pune Grand
Tour 2026?

qut A5 gR 2026 & AT FgTa=T1 Weigd & =0 | b fFrgaa fovan w82

(a) Sachin Tendulkar

(b) Virat Kohli

(c) MS Dhoni

(d) Anil Kumble

(e) Rohit Sharma

Ans. c

Sol. MS Dhoni Appointed Goodwill Ambassador for Pune Grand Tour 2026

MS Dhoni has been appointed Goodwill Ambassador for the Pune Grand Tour 2026,
a five-day international road cycling event to be held in Pune from January 19 to 23,
2026.

The Pune Grand Tour 2026 will be India’s first UCI-recognised multi-stage (Category
2.2) Continental Road Cycling Race for men, covering a 437-km route across the
Deccan Plateau and Sahyadri Range.

The event will feature 171 riders from 29 professional teams representing 35
countries, with top international teams like Spain’s Burgos Burpellet BH, China's Li
Ning Star, and Malaysia’s Terengganu Cycling Team participating.
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226. The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has extended its citizen-
centric ‘Clean Toilet Picture Challenge’ initiative till____ , to improve
cleanliness and user experience at toilet facilities along National Highways.
AT BTEa AT T Sfgar (NHAI A A9d 8Ea R iude giaursi #
IPT 3R ok ToINRET & dgar g9 F fore st Aamifves-Ffaa '«wfi=
cTade fieeR A uga & a% q1 faan &1

(a) 30 June

(b) 31 July

(c) 30 August

(d) 30 September

(e) 31 December

Ans. a

Sol. NHAI Extends ‘Clean Toilet Picture Challenge’ Initiative Till June 30

The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has extended its citizen-centric
‘Clean Toilet Picture Challenge’ initiative till 30 June, to improve cleanliness and user
experience at toilet facilities along National Highways.

Under the extended campaign, clean toilet photos submitted by highway users will
be evaluated daily, and eligible FASTag recharge rewards will be processed in a time-
bound manner, with credits made within five days of validation to the linked Vehicle
Registration Number (VRN).

The initiative is open to all National Highway commuters, who can participate by
uploading clear, geo-tagged and time-stamped photographs via the Rajmargyatra
mobile application.

227. Which Union Minister of India will participate in the G7 Critical Minerals
Ministerial Meeting in Washington DC?

YRA & DI A Hard 71 qiikires Sl 7 67 frfewa fmven fafdifae difer
¥ fewar die

(a) Piyush Goyal

(b) Ashwini Vaishnaw

(c) S. Jaishankar

(d) Nitin Gadkari

(e) Rajeev Chandrasekhar

Ans. b

Sol. Ashwini Vaishnaw to Participate in G7 Critical Minerals Ministerial Meeting in
Washington DC

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw will participate in the G7 Critical Minerals
Ministerial Meeting in Washington DC, USA, aimed at strengthening global supply
chains of strategic and critical minerals
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Ashwini Vaishnaw highlighted that secure supply chains for critical minerals are vital
for achieving the vision of 'Viksit Bharat’, especially in high-technology and
manufacturing sectors.

228. India will host the Bharat Electricity Summit 2026, a global conference-
cum-exhibition for the power and electricity sector, from March 19 to 22, 2026,
at Yashobhoomi, New DelhiWhat is the theme of the Bharat Electricity Summit
2026?

YR 19 | 22 AT, 2026 T 3 ot & I=MYF F grax 3N faeredt e & forw
UF TAI9d B3 H-HH-TONaRM, HRd safaciid! iie 2026 &t Aearl B3|
YR afaeRIdt Aftie 2026 1 FrT w1 8?

(a) Powering Digital India

(b) Clean Energy for All

(c) Electrifying Growth. Empowering Sustainability. Connecting Globally

(d) Global Energy for Future

(e) Sustainable Power India

Ans. c

Sol. India to Host Bharat Electricity Summit 2026 in New Delhi

India will host the Bharat Electricity Summit 2026, a global conference-cum-
exhibition for the power and electricity sector, from March 19 to 22, 2026, at
Yashobhoomi, New Delhi.

The four-day summit will be held under the theme “Electrifying Growth. Empowering
Sustainability. Connecting Globally”, highlighting India’s leadership in the global
energy transition and fostering international cooperation in the electricity sector.
The summit will feature 50+ conference sessions, 500+ exhibitors, 25,000+ visitors,
and 1,000+ delegates with 300 speakers, including a Buyer-Seller Meet to promote
global partnerships across the power and clean energy value chain.

229. Where will the University of New South Wales (UNSW) open its new
campus in India?

gfaRidt i =g ATSY I (UNSW) YRd | SIUHT 0T $UT Hgl @i
(@) Mumbai

(b) Bengaluru

(c) Hyderabad

(d) Chennai

(e) Pune

Ans. b

Sol. University of New South Wales to Open Bengaluru Campus in August 2026
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University of New South Wales (UNSW), Australia, to open its Bengaluru campus at
Manyata Tech Park in August 2026, following the signing of a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) in the presence of Ministers M.B. Patil and M.C. Sudhakar.

The campus will initially offer undergraduate programmes in commerce, media,
computer science, and data science, along with a postgraduate programme in cyber
security.

230. Who has been appointed as the new Prime Minister of Yemen?
U &7 =41 g W3t {5 frge foear man g2
(a) Salem bin Breik
(b) Ali Mohsen Al-Ahmar
(c) Shaya Mohsen Zindani
(d) Ahmed Obeid bin Daghr
(e) Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi
Ans. c
Sol. Yemen Appoints Shaya Mohsen Zindani as New Prime Minister
Salem bin Breik resigned from the post of Prime Minister of Yemen, leading to a
leadership change in the internationally recognised government.
Shaya Mohsen Zindani, the sitting Foreign Minister, has been appointed as Yemen's
new Prime Minister.
Newly Appointed Prime Ministers & Presidents
e Prime Minister of the Czech Republic - Andrej Babis
e President of Ireland - Catherine Connolly
e First Female PM of Japan - Sanae Takaichi (from Liberal Democratic Party)
e Interim PM of Nepal - Sushila Karki (first woman Chief Justice of nation from
2016-2017)

240. Which bank has won the ‘Best Fintech & DPI Adoption’ award at the IBA
Banking Technology Awards?

59 9% 9 1BA STH Cariarol sraied | o< fhid® SR DPI TSTRM' 3rats
ot 82

(a) State Bank of India

(b) HDFC Bank

(c) Karnataka Bank

(d) ICICI Bank

(e) Axis Bank

Ans. c
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Sol. Karnataka Bank Wins ‘Best Fintech & DPI Adoption’ at IBA Banking Technology
Awards
Karnataka Bank won the ‘Best Fintech & DPI Adoption’ award at the Indian Banks'
Association Banking Technology Awards, highlighting its progress in digital
transformation and fintech integration.
The award recognises banks that effectively leverage fintech solutions and India’s
digital public infrastructure (DPI) to improve service delivery, scalability, security, and
customer impact.
Karnataka Bank also received runner-up for ‘Best Tech Talent’ and Special Mentions in
‘Best Technology Bank’, ‘Best Digital Financial Inclusion’, and ‘Best Digital Sales’,
reflecting a comprehensive approach to digital banking.
Recent Award's
o Asia Best Employer Brand Award 2026 - Bombay Stock Exchange
o UN Secretary-General's Award 2025 - Indian Army Officer Major Swathi
Shantha Kumar (for her initiative Equal Partners, Lasting Peace)
Cavaliere dell’Ordine della Stella d’Italia Honour - Goa-Based Industrialist
Shrinivas Dempo
New South Wales’ Scientist of the Year - Indian-Origin Mathematician Nalini
Joshi (First Mathematician to Receive the Honour)
2026 IEEE Medal of Honor - NVIDIA CEO Jensen Huang (for Pioneering
Accelerated Computing)
Nritya Kalanidhi Award at 19th Music Academy Dance Festival -
Bharatanatyam Exponent Urmila Satyanarayanan

241. Tunisian filmmaker Zoubeir Jlassi recently won the world’s largest Al Film
Award. For which film did he receive this prestigious $1 million award at the 1
Billion Followers Summit in Dubai?

SRS feer fAatar gav sari 7 g 8 & gftrar &1 99w T371 Al fvew erats
<itar 31 gag # 1 faferas wialsrd afie o 3% fora fieea & fore g wfafda $1
fifera=t &1 srats firem

(a) Lily

(b) Sunflower

(c) Aurora

(d) Mirage

(e) Eclipse

Ans. a

Sol. Tunisian Filmmaker Zoubeir Jlassi Wins $1 Million Al Film Award for ‘Lily’ at
Dubai Summit
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Tunisian filmmaker Zoubeir Jlassi won the world’s largest Al Film Award for his film
Lily, receiving a $1 million prize from Sheikha Latifa bint Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum at the 1 Billion Followers Summit in Dubai.

The award saw 3,500 film submissions and involved a jury of 40 experts reviewing
over 400 hours of content, with shortlisted films undergoing Al verification via
Google Gemini to ensure at least 70% generative Al usage.

The film Lily tells the story of a lonely archivist confronting guilt and seeking
redemption after a hit-and-run, highlighting the award’s goal of encouraging Al-
driven storytelling that promotes humanitarian values and culturally meaningful
content.

It was the fourth edition of the summit. It was organised in partnership with Google
Gemini.

242. Who was named ICC Women's Player of the Month for December 2025?
fadiaR 2025 & fQ Icc Afgar WaR 31w € HY {67 g1 Tam?

(a) Shafali Verma

(b) Laura Wolvaardt

(c) Ellyse Perry

(d) Smriti Mandhana

(e) Meg Lanning

Ans. b

Sol. Mitchell Starc and Laura Wolvaardt Named ICC Players of the Month for
December 2025

Mitchell Starc has been named ICC Men'’s Player of the Month for December 2025,
following his outstanding performance in Australia’s Ashes series victory at home,
marking the first time he has won this award.

South Africa’s Laura Wolvaardt was named ICC Women's Player of the Month after
key contributions in series victories over Ireland in T20l and ODI formats, earning her
second Player of the Month award after previously winning in October 2025.

243. The 2026 FIFA World Cup will be hosted jointly for the first time by
multiple countries in North America. Which combination of countries has been
announced as the official hosts of the tournament?

2026 FIFA ¢ ®U Ugelt aR A1 3rif¥eT § 3 2 gRT firaex 8w far s
gAtfe & SHTBRIT gRe & TR W ¢ & 5y SIRGARM B 9o 31 TE 32

(a) United States, Brazil, Mexico

(b) United States, Canada, Mexico

(c) Canada, Germany, Mexico
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(d) United States, Argentina, Canada

(e) United States, England, Mexico

Ans. b

Sol. FIFA World Cup 2026 Trophy Unveiled in India by Mansukh Mandaviya and
Gilberto D'Silva

Union Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya and former Brazilian footballer Gilberto
D'Silva unveiled the FIFA World Cup 2026 trophy during its visit to India.

The trophy stayed in Delhi for two days before traveling to Guwahati for one day,
allowing fans in India to witness it up close.

The 2026 FIFA World Cup will be jointly hosted by the United States, Canada, and
Mexico and will feature 48 teams for the first time.

244, Indian Army celebrated its 78th Army Day on 15 January 2026 in Jaipur,
Rajasthan, marking the fourth time the Army Day parade was held outside
Delhi. Which army command hosted the 78th Army Day parade in Jaipur for the
first time?

YRR T A 15 SGRT 2026 BT I & SAYR H 9T 7897 T feawy 74w,
gg 91t IR U1 99 91 feaw s fewdt & argw smaifora &1 S| SaqR | ugd
IR 784 I fgawt URs @1 Ara fod A1 Ha A 32

(a) Northern Command

(b) Eastern Command

(c) South Western Command

(d) Western Command

(e) Central Command

Ans. c

Sol. Indian Army Celebrates 78th Army Day with Parade in Jaipur

Indian Army celebrated its 78th Army Day on 15 January 2026 in Jaipur, Rajasthan,
marking the fourth time the Army Day parade was held outside Delhi.

For the first time, the parade was hosted outside an army cantonment, in the heart of
Jaipur city, and organized by the South Western Command.

Bhairav Battalion contingents participated for the first time, and the Nepal Army
Band also took part in the celebrations.

245. President Droupadi Murmu appointed as Vigilance
Commiissioner in the Central Vigilance Commission, as informed by the Ministry
of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions.

S1fH®, AP Rrerd 3R U3H HATe §R1 &) 15 TR & 3R, Ugufd studt
ek B ST Fddbdl ATANT § FadbaT e Fgad fobar 21

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government

154



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

x
-
ambitiousbaba.com %)‘aiw babali Online Test Series

(a) Praveen Vashista

(b) T. M. Bhasin

(c) K. P. Singh

(d) Rakesh Asthana

(e) Alok Verma

Ans. a

Sol. President Droupadi Murmu Appoints Praveen Vashista as Vigilance

Commissioner

President Droupadi Murmu appointed Praveen Vashista as Vigilance Commissioner in
the Central Vigilance Commission, as informed by the Ministry of Personnel, Public
Grievances and Pensions.

Praveen Vashista took oath before the Central Vigilance Commissioner, formally
assuming charge as Vigilance Commissioner.

He has over 30 years of experience in law enforcement and internal security and is a
1991-batch IPS officer (Bihar cadre), who served on central deputation in the Ministry
of Home Affairs as Joint Secretary, Additional Secretary, and Special Secretary
(Internal Security).

The Central Vigilance Commission Act, 2003, provides for the appointment of a
Central Vigilance Commissioner and two Vigilance Commissioners. The tenure of the
Vigilance Commissioner is of four years or till the incumbent attains the age of 65
years.

246. National Startup Day is observed in India on which date?

HR H PN wreery faaw i arii &1 9=mam Siri 22

(a) 12 January

(b) 15 January

(c) 16 January

(d) 18 January

(e) 26 January

Ans. c

Sol. 16 January - National Startup Day

National Startup Day is observed every year on 16 January to recognise and promote
India’s growing startup ecosystem.

The day highlights the role of startups and entrepreneurs in driving innovation,
employment generation, and economic growth.

It aligns with the objectives of the Startup India initiative, launched to support
startups through policy reforms, funding, and ease of doing business.
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247. Which scientist has won the Tyler Prize for Environmental Achievement for
her work on fungal networks?

fFa A5 A Bire Aead W 3uA FH & firg yafavor Suafr & forg eraer
RIBR Sl 82

(a) Jane Goodall

(b) Sylvia Earle

(c) Toby Kiers

(d) Rachel Carson

(e) Vandana Shiva

Ans. c

Sol. American Scientist Toby Kiers Wins Tyler Prize for Revealing Hidden Fungal
Networks

American evolutionary biologist Toby Kiers has won the Tyler Prize for Environmental
Achievement, often referred to as the “Nobel for the environment,” for her pioneering
research on underground fungal networks.

She led efforts to map the global distribution of mycorrhizal fungi through a
worldwide Underground Atlas, bringing attention to hidden below-ground
biodiversity.

Her research provides crucial insights to guide conservation strategies, as these
fungal networks play a key role in carbon storage and ecosystem health.

248. Under the Reserve Bank-IntegratediO@Ombudsman Scheme (RB-10S), 2026,
what is the maximum limit on the amountiof dispute that a complainant can
bring before the RBI Ombudsman?

ord S&-uaipa dieura Do (SMRET-3ME3MT), 2026 & d8d, TH Rieraawdt
ERT RIS AHUTA & FHE ATE A1 B+ ardl faarg St A &1 sifrpayq A
1 8?

(a) 10 lakh

(b) ¥20 lakh

(c) 50 lakh

(d) 1 crore

(e) No limit

Ans. e

Sol. RBI Notifies Revised Integrated Ombudsman Scheme (RB-10S)

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has notified revised rules under the Reserve Bank—
Integrated Ombudsman Scheme (RB-10S), 2026 to strengthen and streamline
customer grievance redressal.
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Under the new scheme, there is no upper limit on the amount of dispute that a
complainant can raise against a regulated financial entity before the RBI
Ombudsman.

The Ombudsman has the power to award compensation of up to %30 lakh for any
consequential financial loss suffered by the complainant.

Additionally, compensation of up to %3 lakh may be granted for loss of time,
expenses incurred, and harassment or mental anguish suffered by the complainant.
The revised RB-IOS, 2026, will be applicable to banks, NBFCs, non-bank PPI issuers,
and credit information companies, and will come into effect from July 1, 2026.

RBI can appoint one or more officers as Ombudsman and Deputy Ombudsman.
Appointments will generally be for a three-year term.

249. IT services firm LTIMindtree has secured a ¥3,000 crore contract from the
Central Board of Direct Taxes(CBDT) to develop an Al-based programme for
modernising India’s national tax analytics platform. The ¥3,000 crore contract
awarded to LTIMindtree by CBDT.is related to which\project?

IT AW BH LTIMindtree B AT S 3T STUGE S (CBDT) § HRA &
A ¢ AT We W H & His 9411 & {8 Al-SRS W SdaY B3
PT 23,000 HAS BT Hiede AT 8| CBDT §RT LTIMindtree @1 34T 74T 23,000
PRI PT BIcae [T Tviae A Hafid 82

(a) Project Faceless

(b) Project TaxNet

(c) Insight 2.0

(d) Digital India Tax

(e) Smart Tax Mission

Ans. c

Sol. LTIMindtree Wins ¥3,000 Crore CBDT Contract for Al-Based Tax Analytics
Platform Modernisation

IT services firm LTIMindtree has secured a 3,000 crore contract from the Central
Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) to develop an Al-based programme for modernising
India’s national tax analytics platform.

The project, titled “Insight 2.0", will be executed over a seven-year period and focuses
on leveraging artificial intelligence for advanced tax data analytics.

The modernised platform is designed to deliver real-time insights to policymakers,
supporting data-driven decision-making and strengthening tax administration.

250. Where has India’s first Green Ammonia project been launched?

YRd 31 ggelt M srfrar uiaiemn $81 & &1 75 82
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(a) Visakhapatnam

(b) Hyderabad

(c) Kakinada

(d) Bengaluru

(e) Kochi

Ans. c

Sol. India’s First Green Ammonia Project Launched in Kakinada

India's first Green Ammonia project has been launched in Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh,
with CM N. Chandrababu Naidu laying the foundation stone for large-scale green
hydrogen and ammonia plants, aiming to establish a national green energy hub and
a future "Green Hydrogen Valley."

The AM Green project will be the world’s largest green ammonia facility, producing
1.5 million tonnes annually from June 2027, primarily for export to Germany.

The green hydrogen and ammonia plants together will attract ¥84,000 crore
investment, supporting Andhra Pradesh’s renewable energy targets, including 160
GW of green energy through solar, wind, and other renewable sources.

251. Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched India‘s first overnight sleeper
Vande Bharat train connecting Howrah (Kolkata) to Kamakhya (Guwahati)
during his two-day visit to West Bengal, with the inauguration held in Malda.
How many sleeper coaches does the Howrah-Kamakhya Vande Bharat train
have?

U w3 g W A ufde dre 3t o §)-faaedty g & R HRa o ugelt
SNRATEE TIUR d¢ IR o dl=g Dt, Sl FTAST (HIADTAT) DI HIHRST ([ATEeN)
A sirsdl 8, R Igure Areer A gl SaSI- SRS d¢ HRd ¢ # fhaa
AR FYa §2

(a) 10

(b) 12

(c) 14

(d) 16

(e) 18

Ans. d

Sol. PM Modi Launches India’s First Overnight Sleeper Vande Bharat Train on
Howrah—-Guwahati Route

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched India’s first overnight sleeper Vande Bharat
train connecting Howrah (Kolkata) to Kamakhya (Guwahati) during his two-day visit
to West Bengal, with the inauguration held in Malda.

The train was manufactured indigenously by BEML in Bengaluru, incorporating
technology from the Integral Coach Factory (ICF), Chennai.

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government

158



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X

-» .
ambitiousbaba.com \%)‘ambl% babaf Online Test Series

Covering nearly 1,000 km, the fully air-conditioned train has 16 sleeper coaches (First
AC, AC 2-tier, AC 3-tier) accommodating around 823 passengers, and features
modern amenities such as ergonomic berths, automatic doors, noise-reduction
systems, advanced suspension, Kavach anti-collision technology, and a top speed of
130 km/h.

252. Who has won a seventh term as the President of Uganda?

STiST & APUfd F w4 & Arad] IR fPA ofia g1 55 o7

(a) Paul Kagame

(b) Uhuru Kenyatta

(c) Yoweri Museveni

(d) Cyril Ramaphosa

(e) Julius Malema

Ans. c

Sol. Uganda President Yoweri Museveni Wins Seventh Term

Uganda President Yoweri Museveni has won a seventh term in office, further
extending his long-standing leadership in the country.

He secured 71.65% of the total votes in the presidential election, reaffirming his
political dominance.

Yoweri Museveni has been in power since 1986, making him one of Africa’s longest-
serving leaders.

About Uganda

eCapital - Kampala

e Currency - Ugandan shilling

e Official languages- Swabhili, English

e President - Yoweri Museveni

253. Who has been re-appointed as the Managing Director and CEO of ICICI
Bank for another two-year term?

IS ¥ B vy PrRY® IR DN & = F & o & Rrg T R
frgea fear T 32

(a) Chanda Kochhar

(b) Uday Kotak

(c) Sashidhar Jagdishan

(d) Sandeep Bakhshi

(e) Aditya Puri

Ans. d

Sol. Sandeep Bakhshi Re-appointed as ICICI Bank MD & CEO
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ICICI Bank has approved the re-appointment of Sandeep Bakhshi as Managing
Director and CEO for another two-year term, marking his third re-appointment since
2021.

The new tenure of Sandeep Bakhshi will be effective from October 4, 2026, extending
his leadership at ICICI Bank

About Industrial Credit and Investment Corporation of India (ICIC[) Bank

e Founded - 71994

e Headquarters — Mumbai

eMD & CEO - Sandeep Bakhshi

e Tagline - Hum Hai Na Khayal Apka

254. The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has imposed a penalty of
on IndiGo for major flight disruptions witnessed in December

2025.

SRRFERE TR 3w fafae efau=r (D6CA) 7 fear 2025 # g5 93t wirse
Teafsal & forg gfemit w &1 SETT ST §

(@) *21.2 Crore

(b) %22.2 Crore

(c) ¥23.2 Crore

(d) ¥24.2 Crore

(e) *25.2 Crore

Ans. b

Sol. DGCA Imposes ¥22.2 Crore Penalty on IndiGo for December 2025 Flight
Disruptions

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has imposed- a penalty of ¥22.2 crore
on IndiGo for major flight disruptions witnessed in December 2025.

The regulator stated that the disruptions were primarily caused by overstretching of
flight crew, resulting in widespread delays and cancellations.

255. Recently, which hand-woven fabric from Andhra Pradesh has been granted
the Geographical Indication (Gl) tag?

BT 81 §, 3MiY U™ & 5 T4 A g7 §U HUS H! S bHd SISHRM (GI) T
faan mar @2

(a) Gadwal Saree

(b) Ponduru Khadi

(c) Mangalagiri Cotton

(d) Venkatagiri Saree

(e) Pochampally Ikat
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Ans. b

Sol. Ponduru Khadi from Andhra Pradesh Receives Gl Tag, Boosting Traditional
Handloom Sector

Ponduru Khadi, a rare hand-woven cotton fabric from Andhra Pradesh, has been
granted the Geographical Indication (GI) tag, enhancing global visibility, legal
protection, and market opportunities for artisans of this traditional craft.

The Gl registration, awarded to the Khadi and Village Industries Commission, legally
safeguards Ponduru Khadi—produced exclusively in Ponduru village, Srikakulam
district—against imitation and certifies its geographical origin.

256. In which country is the Finke River, believed to be the world’s oldest
continuously flowing river, located?

%ﬁ;gﬁmgwﬁmaﬁﬁg‘éqﬁmﬁaﬁmﬁﬁﬁm%wﬁﬁw

(a) India

(b) Egypt

(c) Brazil

(d) Australia

(e) China

Ans.d

Sol. Finke River Recognised as World's Oldest Flowing River

The Finke River in central Australia, also known as Larapinta by the Arrernte people, is
believed to be the world’s oldest river still flowing today, dating back 300400 million
years.

Stretching over 640 kilometres across the Northern Territory and South Australia, the
river cuts through some of Australia’s most ancient landscapes, long predating the
age of dinosaurs.

Unlike typical rivers, the Finke flows intermittently, appearing as isolated waterholes
for most of the year, connecting briefly only after heavy rainfall, yet forming a
continuous ancient river system.

257. Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kaziranga Elevated
Corridor Project, which is part of the 4-laning of the Kaliabor-Numaligarh
section of NH-715, in which Indian state?

YUY TRE It A TITF-715 & FIAIMMETR-JHATANTG TS &b 4-AFAT | ISt
PIORA Tfdes PHINSR URIISHT BT Igute fohd g | fhan

(a) Arunachal Pradesh

(b) Meghalaya
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(c) Assam

(d) Nagaland

(e) Manipur

Ans. c

Sol. PM Modi inaugurated the Kaziranga Elevated Corridor Project

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi inaugurated the Kaziranga Elevated Corridor
Project (4-Laning of Kaliabor-Numaligarh section of NH-715), worth over Rs. 6,950
Crore in Kaliabor, Assam.

Under this, a 90-kms corridor from Kaliabor to Numaligarh is being developed at a
cost of about Rs. 7,000 crore, including a 35-kilometre elevated wildlife corridor.

It will feature 35 km of Elevated Wildlife Corridor that will pass through Kaziranga
National Park, 21 km Bypass section and 30 km widening of the existing highway
section of NH-715 from two to four lanes.

The project will pass through Nagaon, Karbi Anglong and Golaghat districts and will
significantly improve connectivity to Upper Assam, particularly Dibrugarh and
Tinsukia.

As part of the project, Bypasses will be developed at Jakhalabandha and Bokakhat
that will help to decongest towns, improve urban mobility and enhance the quality of
life for local residents.

258. As announced by the Tamil Nadu government, the newly instituted
national-level literary honour “Semmozhi lllakiya Virudhu (Classical Language
Literary Award)” aims to recognise outstanding literary.works.in major Indian
languages. What.is the amount of cash prize awarded-to each recipient under
this award?

o1 6 aftramTg RER gRT O f3ar man 3, 99 wifta g R & aifgfae
T "JAIEN sarfear faey (R YT Jifed REPR) " $T 3639 T
YR yrars ¥ Iy AIfefAs St &1 ar=gar 31 31 39 RIPR & d8d TP
ATl B g YREPR B IR T 872

(a) 2 lakh

(b) %3 lakh

(c) ¥4 lakh

(d) ¥5 lakh

(e) 10 lakh

Ans.d

Sol. Tamil Nadu Announces ‘Semmozhi lllakiya Virudhu': New National-Level Literary
Award for Major Indian Languages
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin announced a new state-sponsored annual
literary honour at the valedictory ceremony of the Chennai International Book Fair,
aimed at recognising outstanding literary works in major Indian languages other
than Hindi.

The award has been named “Semmozhi lllakiya Virudhu (Classical Language Literary
Award)”, will be conferred annually, have a national-level character, and carry a cash
prize of %5 lakh for each selected work.

In the first phase, the award will recognise literary excellence in seven Indian
languages — Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Odiya, Bengali and Marathi, with
the government indicating that more languages may be included in future phases

259. According to the Department of Commerce, India’s electronics exports
crossed which milestone for the first time in 2025?

IO fAUTT & SER, YRd & sadei-ad fAafd = 2025 T Ugelt IR S 4
Hie BT IR IR fham

(a) $40 billion

(b) $42 billion

(c) $45 billion

(d) $47 billion

(e) $50 billion

Ans.d

Sol. India’s Electronics Exports Surge Past $47 Billion in 2025

India’s electronics exports crossed $47 billion in 2025, registering a 37% growth over
$34.93 billion in 2024, with smartphones—mainly iPhones—contributing nearly two-
thirds (~$30 billion) of total exports, driven by PLI-linked manufacturing.

December 2025 exports stood at $4.17 billion, up 16.8% year-on-year, with
electronics crossing the $4 billion monthly mark in 7 out of 12 months, making it the
fastest-growing export category among India’s top 10 sectors.

Growth has been propelled by successive PLI schemes (Smartphone PLI-2020, India
Semiconductor Mission-2021, IT Hardware PLI-2023) and the Electronics Component
Manufacturing Scheme (ECMS) 2025 (22,919 crore outlay), with exports projected to
cross $55 billion in 2026.

260. Penguin Awareness Day is observed every year on which date?
Y5 AIN=&dT faw Ud® au fba fafy &) w=mar simar g2

(a) 10 January

(b) 15 January

(c) 18 January
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(d) 20 January

(e) 25 January

Ans.d

Sol. 20 January - Penguin Awareness Day

Penguin Awareness Day is observed annually on 20 January to spread awareness
about penguin species, their habitats, and the environmental threats they face,
especially due to climate change and melting polar ice.

Penguins are flightless seabirds found primarily in the Southern Hemisphere, with
Antarctica hosting the largest population, and they play a crucial role in maintaining
the marine ecosystem balance.

261. According to CareEdge Ratings, India’s economy is expected to grow at
what rate in FY 2026-27?

CareEdge Ratings & SR, FY 2026-27 H URT Dt a1 i &R F gg+ ot
sufig 82

(a) 6.5%

(b) 6.8%

(c) 7.0%

(d) 7.3%

(e) 7.5%

Ans. c

Sol. CareEdge Projects 7% GDP Growth for India in FY 2026-27 Despite Global
Economic Uncertainties

CareEdge Ratings has projected that India’s economy will grow at 7% in FY 2026-27,
indicating continued resilience despite global economic uncertainties, while real GDP
growth for FY 2025-26 has been pegged at 7.4% as per the First Advance Estimates.
For FY 2026-27, CareEdge estimates real GDP growth at 7% and nominal GDP growth
at 10.1%, with India’s macroeconomic outlook remaining constructive, while the RBI
has projected 7.3% GDP growth for FY 2025-26.

262. Which ships are part of the Indian Navy'’s First Training Squadron that
visited Singapore?

RITR &t 901 1 918 YR TRAT & UYH U1 Wre 8 SH-$14 O
(a) INS Vikrant, INS Shivalik, INS Sujata

(b) INS Tir, INS Shardul, INS Sujata, and ICGS Sarathi

(c) INS Vikramaditya, INS Shivalik, INS Talwar

(d) INS Tir, INS Talwar, INS Sahyadri
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(e) INS Shardul, INS Kolkata, INS Sarathi

Ans. b

Sol. Indian Navy's First Training Squadron Reaches Singapore’s Changi Naval Base
Indian Navy's First Training Squadron, comprising INS Tir, INS Shardul, INS Sujata, and
Indian Coast Guard Ship Sarathi, arrived at Changi Naval Base, Singapore, for a
training deployment in the South East Indian Ocean Region.

The visit strengthens maritime security cooperation, highlights India’s leadership in
the Indian Ocean Naval Symposium (IONS), and aligns with the MAHASAGAR vision
for mutual and holistic advancement of security and growth across regions.

263. Which of the following states does NOT celebrate 21 January as its
Foundation Day?

fraffEa & 9 o149 91 379 21 F7a8 B =1 RITIAT fGad 67 747 82

(a) Tripura

(b) Manipur

(c) Meghalaya

(d) Arunachal Pradesh

(e) All of the above

Ans.d

Sol. 21 January - Foundation Day of Tripura, Manipur, and Meghalaya

21 January is observed as the Foundation Day of Tripura, Manipur, and Meghalaya,
marking their establishment as full-fledged states in India.

On 21 January 1972, under the North Eastern Region (Re-organisation) Act, 1971,
these regions were officially granted statehood — Tripura and Manipur transitioned
from Union Territories/princely states, and Meghalaya became a separate state from
Assam.

The day is celebrated with cultural programmes, showcasing the traditions, dances,
and customs of the three states at various venues across India.

264. Which state government recently announced the Semmozhi lllakiya
Virudhu (Classical Language Literary Award), a national-level annual literary
honour aimed at recognising outstanding works in major Indian languages
other than Hindi, with a cash prize of ¥5 lakh, and unveiled at the Chennai
International Book Fair?

BT g1 § P Toa TR 7 QWiel saferar favy (@@iied das fireest
3ars) @1 o B 7, o &t & Sramar g HRed HTwTeh # dgasi STl i
TR & T T AP WR ST Ao Aifefie W 7, o 5 ara
Tohe, RIBR fouT ST 8, 3R ForaeT eMmaRer 99 gevAxqd g BaR | far
T
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(a) Kerala
(b) Karnataka
(c) Tamil Nadu
(d) Andhra Pradesh
(e) Maharashtra
Ans. c
Sol. Tamil Nadu Announces Semmozhi lllakiya Virudhu to Honour Literary Excellence
in Major Indian Languages
The Tamil Nadu government announced a state-sponsored annual award called the
Semmozhi lllakiya Virudhu (Classical Language Literary Award) to recognise
outstanding works in major Indian languages other than Hindi, with a cash prize of
35 lakh.
Unveiled by CM M K Stalin at the Chennai International Book Fair, the award will be
conferred annually and will have a national-level character, celebrating literary
excellence across linguistic boundaries.
In its first phase, the award will recognise works.in seven Indian languages: Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam, Odiya, Bengali, and Marathi, with the potential to
expand to other languages in future phases.
About Tamil Nadu

e Formation — 26 January 1950

e Capital - Chennai
e Chief Minister — M K Stalin
eGovernor — R N Ravi

265. Who addressed the Bagurumba Dwhou 2026 festival in Assam?

3RTH H ST §4138 2026 304 H fva+ Taifera faam

(a) Amit Shah

(b) Rajnath Singh

(c) Narendra Modi

(d) Himanta Biswa Sarma

(e) Pranab Mukherjee

Ans. c

Sol. PM Modi Addresses Bagurumba Dwhou 2026 in Assam

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed Bagurumba Dwhou 2026, a major cultural
festival celebrating the heritage of the Bodo community, at Sarusajai Stadium,
Guwahati, Assam.

The festival showcased the traditional Bodo folk dance and featured performances by
over 10,000 artists, highlighting Assam'’s rich cultural heritage.
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266. The 6th ASEAN-India Digital Ministers Meeting was held virtually by
Vietnam to discuss strengthening regional digital cooperation, inclusion, and
integration. Under which theme, highlighting the transition from basic
connectivity to advanced, connected intelligence, was this meeting conducted?

6dY MR- HRd feforea il @Y So@ fgav grR1 adard smafora &Y 18
A, forad ety faforea Teal, THEw SR THIHRUT it Aolgd 1 R =i Ht
TS| U8 3o fba N9 & dgd maforg &1 w8 R, orad IR FAfeefad @
TSRS, FARS Scforod B 3R I3aTd W AR foam T 4

(a) Digital ASEAN: Innovation for Growth

(b) Adaptive ASEAN: From Connectivity to Connected Intelligence

(c) ASEAN-India: Digital Transformation for All

(d) Connected ASEAN: Technology for Prosperity

(e) Digital Future: ASEAN-India Collaboration

Ans. b

Sol. 6th ASEAN-India Digital Ministers Meeting Focuses on Inclusive, Secure, and
Connected Digital Ecosystem

The 6th ASEAN-India Digital Ministers Meeting was held virtually under the theme
"Adaptive ASEAN: From Connectivity to Connected Intelligence”, focusing on regional
digital cooperation, inclusion, and integration.

The meeting was co-chaired by Telecom Secretary Amit Agrawal (India) and
Vietnam’s Minister Nguyen Manh Hung, and approved the ASEAN-India Digital Work
Plan 2026, covering ICT training, regulators’ conferences, and telecom ICT
deployment.

About Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)

e Established- 71967

e Headquarters- Jakarta, Indonesia

e Secretary-General- Kao Kim Hourn (Malaysia)

267. Which non-profit organisation, serving as the parent body of Wikipedia,
recently signed strategic partnerships with major technology companies like
Amazon, Meta, Microsoft, Mistral Al, and Perplexity to provide paid access to
its content for Artificial Intelligence training?

fafedifear @t ;e aiSt & IR R $H oA a9 {6 A-Hiftbe siivfge== 4

8T 81 # Amazon, Meta, Microsoft, Mistral Al 3% Perplexitya@a@éﬁﬁﬁ
Fuf-al & T1Y TSP REd sefomg ¢Fn e e s e FTuis T &
e wefore urid =Ry arsa #1 32

(a) Google Foundation
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(b) Wikimedia Foundation

(c) Internet Archive

(d) Wikicedia Foundation

(e) Linux Foundation

Ans. b

Sol. Wikimedia Foundation Partners with Big Tech for Paid Al Access to Wikipedia
Content

The Wikimedia Foundation, the parent body of Wikipedia, has partnered with
companies like Amazon, Meta, Microsoft, Mistral Al, and Perplexity to provide paid
access to Wikipedia content for Al training.

Wikipedia hosts around 65 million articles across more than 300 languages, serving
as a vast resource for Al models.

Its content is created and overseen by approximately 250,000 volunteer editors
worldwide and receives nearly 15 billion views each month.

268. India recently flagged off the first batch'of guided Pinaka rocket systems
for export. Which country is the recipient of'these rockets?

YRA A 814 81 § TRIUIE & e mess A1 IPbe RRew & ygd 39 &) g8
%Sl fe@rg | g Wbe 31 FRftaR P w1 3w @2

(a) Oman

(b) Armenia

(c) Sri Lanka

(d) Myanmar

(e) Vietnham

Ans. b

Sol. India Flags Off First Batch of Guided Pinaka Rockets for Armenia

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh flagged off the first batch of guided Pinaka rocket
systems for Armenia.

The rockets were dispatched from a facility in Nagpur, Maharashtra, and showcase
the Pinaka system'’s accuracy and extended range, highlighting India as a reliable
supplier of advanced defence technology.

Armenia signed a Rs 2,000 crore deal in September 2022 for four Pinaka batteries,
including unguided, extended-range, and guided variants; deliveries of the initial
unguided systems began in July 2023 and concluded by late 2024.

Minister Rajnath Singh also inaugurated SDAL's state-of-the-art medium calibre
ammunition manufacturing facility in Nagpur.
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269. During the 10-month Lokayan 26 expedition, INS Sudarshini will cover
over 22,000 nautical miles and is scheduled to visit multiple international
destinations. How many ports and countries is the ship expected to call at
during this transoceanic voyage?

10 U8 & AP 26 SFUAT & R, INS eI 22,000 ATfewa Hia A Ter
B gl T B 3R FF ST TG W A BT HTAHH 2| 59 SiSN—d
T & SR STET foba dERTTel SR =1 & wam?

(a) 15 ports across 10 countries,

(b) 18 ports across 13 countries

(c) 20 ports across 12 countries

(d) 22 ports across 14 countries

(e) 25 ports across 15 countries

Ans. b

Sol. INS Sudarshini to Embark on 10-Month Lokayan 26 Voyage

INS Sudarshini will embark on a 10-month expedition under Lokayan 26, covering
over 22,000 nautical miles and visiting 18 ports across 13 countries to showcase
India's maritime heritage and promote international naval cooperation.

Over 200 trainees from the Indian Navy and Coast Guard will gain hands-on
experience in navigation and traditional seamanship, interact with foreign naval
counterparts, and build enduring professional bonds.

The ship will participate in prestigious tall-ship events like Escale a Sete (France) and
SAIL 250 (USA), serving as a platform for cultural diplomacy, maritime partnerships,
and projecting India’s naval capability and goodwill globally.

270. Which team created history by winning its maiden.Vijay-Hazare Trophy
title in the 33rd edition of the tournament?

gHtde & 339 TfexM | 3ru=T ugan faorg goii it faare siaes fea du A
gfagTd T

(a) Saurashtra

(b) Karnataka

(c) Tamil Nadu

(d) Vidarbha

(e) Maharashtra

Ans.d

Sol. Vidarbha Lift Maiden Vijay Hazare Trophy, Beat Saurashtra in Final

Vidarbha clinched their maiden Vijay Hazare Trophy, defeating two-time champions
Saurashtra by 38 runs in the final.

The final was played at the BCCI Centre of Excellence, Bengaluru, and the tournament
marked the 33rd edition of the Vijay Hazare Trophy.
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Karnataka and Tamil Nadu remain the most successful teams, with five titles each in
the tournament’s history.
About Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCl)

e founded - December 1928

o Headquarters - Mumbai

e President - Mithun Manhas

271. Which city will host the Laureus World Sports Awards for the third
consecutive year?

DI T G AAR AN T AT a08 W aIgyd &1 Aearl H3m?

(a) Paris

(b) Rome

(c) Madrid

(d) London

(e) Barcelona

Ans. c

Sol. Madrid to Host Laureus World Sports Awards for Third Consecutive Year

Madrid will host the Laureus World Sports Awards for the third consecutive year, with
the ceremony scheduled at Cibeles Palace on April 20.

The Laureus World Sports Awards is an annual global ceremony that honours
sportspersons, teams, and outstanding sporting achievements from across the world.
The awards were established in 1999 by the Laureus Sport for Good Foundation to
celebrate excellence in sports and promote social change through sport.

272. The IMF has revised India’s GDP growth forecast for FY 2025-26 to:
IMF 9 {31 9 2025-26 & I YR Bt GDP MY & U H WM fHar 8:
(a) 6.4%

(b) 6.6%

(c) 6.9%

(d) 7.1%

(e) 7.3%

Ans. e

Sol. IMF Upgrades India’s GDP Growth Forecast to 7.3% for FY 2025-26

The IMF raised India's GDP growth forecast for FY 2025-26 to 7.3%, up from its
earlier estimate of 6.6%, reflecting stronger economic momentum.

According to the January 2026 World Economic Outlook (WEO) update, India’s
growth is projected to moderate to 6.4% in both 2026 and 2027.

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government

170



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X

-» .
ambitiousbaba.com \%)‘ambl% babaf Online Test Series

The IMF expects global economic growth to remain resilient, at 3.3% in 2026 and
3.2% in 2027, broadly stable compared to 3.3% in 2025.
GDP Projection List 2025
o Carefdge - 7% (FY27)
e  World Bank — 7.2% (FY26)
o NSO-74% (FY26)
e UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UN DESA) - 7.4% (FY26), 6.6%
(FY27) and 6.8%(FY28)
Goldman Sachs - 7.3% (FY25)6.8% (FY26)
India Ratings & Research — 6.9% (FY27)

273. What is the target set by India and the UAE to double their bilateral trade
by?

YR 3R UAE A 30+ fEuefia SR &t SRMET S+ &1 /1 687 397 82

(a) $150 billion by 2030

(b) $180 billion by 2031

(c) $200 billion by 2032

(d) $220 billion by 2035

(e) $250 billion by 2040

Ans. c

Sol. India-UAE Ties Strengthen: Trade Target of $200 Billion by 2032

India and the UAE agreed to double bilateral trade to over $200 billion by 2032 and
expand cooperation in large nuclear reactors.and Small Modular Reactors (SMRs).
PM Narendra Modi invited UAE sovereign wealth funds to participate in India’s
second Infrastructure Fund, scheduled to be launched in 2026; UAE firms First Abu
Dhabi Bank and DP World will set up operations in GIFT City, Gujarat.

A 10-year LNG supply agreement was signed for 500,000 tonnes per annum from
2028 between HPCL and Adnoc Gas; leaders also discussed the Gaza Board of Peace
proposal and the situation in Iran.

274. Who has been elected unopposed as the BJP National President?
59 BIP &1 I srmer AfRy g AT B2

(a) Parul Tyagi

(b) Nitin Nabin

(c) Smiriti Irani

(d) Rekha Gupta

(e) Pappu Yadav

Ans. b
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Sol. Five-Time Bihar MLA Nitin Nabin Elected Unopposed as Youngest BJP National
President

Five-time Bihar MLA Nitin Nabin (45) has been elected unopposed as the BJP
National President, becoming the youngest leader ever to hold the top post.

He succeeds J P Nadda, who has headed the party since 2020.

275. Which organisation received the SKOCH Award 2025 for its Cell Broadcast
Solution (CBS)?

&I T TS YT Cell Broadcast Solution (CBS) *» ﬁ'l'{ SKOCH Award 2025
U faar?

(a) ISRO

(b) DRDO

(c) C-DOT

(d) BHEL

(e) TCS

Ans. c

Sol. C-DOT Wins SKOCH Award 2025 for Indigenous Cell Broadcast Solution
Enhancing Disaster Alerts

C-DOT (Centre for Development of Telematics) received the SKOCH Award 2025 for
its Cell Broadcast Solution (CBS) during the 104th SKOCH Summit under the theme
“Resourcing Viksit Bharat,” recognising excellence in technology-driven governance
and public service.

The Cell Broadcast Solution is an indigenous disaster and emergency alert platform
that enables near real-time dissemination of life-saving alerts to citizens in affected
areas through cellular networks, integrating multiple agencies such as IMD, CWC,
INCOIS, DGR, and Forest Survey of India.

The system unifies mobile service providers, State Disaster Management Authorities,
and the National Disaster Management Authority to create an automated, geo-
targeted, multi-hazard alert system supporting 21 Indian languages, enhancing
disaster risk reduction and management efficiency.

276. Who chaired the 88th Meeting of the Standing Committee of the National
Board for Wildlife (SC-NBWL) in New Delhi?

75 fawel! & I a9 ofia 1S (SC-NBwL) &t 88T S Ft sremgrr e &1
(a) Prime Minister of India

(b) Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change,

(c) Chief Wildlife Warden of India

(d) Minister of Defence
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(e) Union Minister of Home Affairs

Ans. b

Sol. Union Environment Minister Chairs 88th SC-NBWL Meeting to Review Wildlife
and Eco-Sensitive Zone Proposals

The 88th Meeting of the Standing Committee of the National Board for Wildlife (SC-
NBWL) was chaired by Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav in New Delhi,
focusing on wildlife conservation and sustainable development.

During the meeting, the committee considered 70 proposals related to public utility
services, defence requirements, and infrastructure development in and around
Protected Areas, Wildlife Sanctuaries, Tiger Reserves, and Eco-Sensitive Zones,
ensuring compliance with the Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.

277. Who inaugurated the Centre of Excellence for Regulatory Affairs in the
Power Sector at IIT Delhi?

s Ryl A figya &= A Frame wrel & SepydT 5 $1 SguTe fba
fam

(a) Prime Minister of India

(b) Union Minister of Power

(c) Chief Minister of Delhi

(d) Chairman of CERC

(e) Director of IIT Delhi

Ans. b

Sol. IIT Delhi Launches Centre of Excellence for Regulatory Affairs in the Power Sector
Union Minister of Power, Shri Manohar Lal, inaugurated the Centre of Excellence
(CoE) for Regulatory Affairs in the Power Sector at |IT 'Delhi,-envisioned as a national-
level hub for regulatory research, capacity building, advisory support, and knowledge
dissemination.

By situating the Centre within a premier academic institution and collaborating
closely with CERC and Grid India, it integrates policy, regulation, system operations,
and academic research under a single institutional framework to address key sectoral
challenges.

278. Parakram Diwas is observed on 23 January every year to commemorate
the birth anniversary of .
T 9T 23 TR B DI St A & I WRTepH feaw wamn
et 81

(a) Mahatma Gandhi

(b) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
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(c) Bhagat Singh

(d) Subhas Chandra Bose

(e) Jawaharlal Nehru

Ans.d

Sol. 23 January - Parakram Diwas

Parakram Diwas is observed on 23 January every year to commemorate the birth
anniversary of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.

The day celebrates Netaji's courage, leadership, and contribution to India’s freedom
struggle, especially through the Indian National Army (INA).

Government of India announced Parakram Diwas in 2021 to inspire patriotism and
national pride among citizens.

279. SBI Life Insurance recently launched which guaranteed savings life
insurance plan?

%El TS STARY A 3191 31 & I 91 MRS Ao a15w 2Ry @i i fasan
(a) SBI Life - Smart Wealth Plus

(b) SBI Life — Platinum Secure

(c) SBI Life - Smart Platina Advantage

(d) SBI Life - Elite Income Shield

(e) SBI Life — Guaranteed Future Plan

Ans. c

Sol. SBI Life Launches ‘Smart Platina Advantage’ Guaranteed Savings Insurance Plan
SBI Life Insurance launched 'SBI Life — Smart Platina Advantage’, an individual, non-
linked, non-participating guaranteed savings life insurance plan offering long-term
assured returns along with life cover.

The plan aims to support key financial goals such as children’s education, retirement
planning, corpus creation and second-income generation, with guaranteed additions
every policy year.

SBI Life Insurance was incorporated in October 2000 and is regulated by IRDAI since
March 2001, making it one of India’s most trusted private life insurers.

280. The BCCI signed a ¥270 crore sponsorship deal with which Al platform
ahead of IPL 2026?

BCCI 9 IPL 2026 ¥ Ugd fhd Al QchH & ATY 7270 HRS B WI-GRIAY S
I 1?2

(a) ChatGPT

(b) Bard

(c) Gemini
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(d) Copilot

(e) Watson

Ans. c

Sol. BCCI Inks %270 Crore Gemini Sponsorship Deal Ahead of IPL 2026

BCCI signed a %270 crore sponsorship deal with Google’s Al platform Gemini ahead

of the IPL 2026 season, marking a major Al entry into Indian cricket.

The deal comes after real money gaming platforms like Dream11 were banned,

forcing BCCI to find new sponsors; Apollo Tyres later took over the jersey

sponsorship for ¥579 crore.

Tata Group continues as the IPL title sponsor, while the Gemini partnership highlights

the rising interest of Al and tech companies in India’s biggest T20 league.

Recent MoU

e [£ssar Signs 5,700 Crore MoU with Guyjarat for Large-Scale Bio-Fuel Project
e Supreme Court of India Signs MoU with Bhutan Apex Court to Exchange

Young Legal Professionals
Delhi Government Signs MoU with RBlto Stream/ine Borrowings and Cash
Management
NTH and NHAI Sign MoU to Enhance Quality Assurance in National Highway
Projects
PDUNASS and IC Centre for Governance Partner to Embed Ethical Leadership
in EPFO Administration

281. What is the name of the operation launched by,the,Punjab Police to tackle
organised gangster networks?

TS e Aeas | fAuer & fore vome yfer gRT IR= T T Sifuv= &1
AT T 37

(a) Operation Shield

(b) Operation Vijay

(c) Operation Raksha

(d) Operation Suraksha

(e) Operation Parhar

Ans. e

Sol. Punjab Police Launches "Operation Parhar" to Dismantle Gangster Networks
Across the State

Punjab Police launched "Operation Parhar" to dismantle organised gangster networks
and work towards making the state crime-free.

The operation involved around 2,000 police teams with nearly 12,000 personnel
conducting simultaneous raids across Punjab.
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To encourage public participation, an Anti-Gangster Helpline (93946-93946) has been
launched for citizens to report criminal activities.
About Punjab
e Capital - Chandigarh
e Chief Minister — Bhagwant Mann
eGovernor - Gulab Chand Kataria

282. Which global bank is setting up a branch in India’s GIFT City to trade
equities and other financial instruments?

DI AT TAIGA 9P UIRd B GIFT Ryt o 3ferdl ok R WIg-iRad SeHca H ¢S
P & oY T 7 Wi TeT &2 )

(a) HSBC Holdings Plc

(b) Standard Chartered Plc

(c) JPMorgan Chase & Co.

(d) Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group Inc

(e) Citibank

Ans. c

Sol. JPMorgan to Set Up Branch in GIFT City for Trading Equities and Financial
Instruments

JPMorgan Chase & Co. is setting up a branch in Gujarat International Finance Tec-
City (GIFT City) to trade equities, derivatives, and other financial instruments,
leveraging India’s low-tax financial hub.

The branch is being established by JPMorgan Securities Plc, which has received a
license from the International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA), GIFT City's
regulator.

About JP Morgan Chase

o/t is an American multinational banking institution

e Founded- 2000

e Headquarters- New York City, USA

283. Payoneer India has received in-principle approval from the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) to operate as a Payment Aggregator — Cross Border (PA-CB).
Payoneer India is a subsidiary of which global company?

Payoneer India @ UHe T - H19 97T (PA-CB) & ¥U H HTH 31 & forg
YR f¥ord 9% (RBI) | Vzifa® dod) fird 18 81 Payoneer India f5d afye
HU! B AETD UL 82

(a) Paytm Global

(b) Payoneer Global
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(c) Visa Inc.

(d) Mastercard Inc.

(e) Stripe Inc

Ans. b

Sol. Payoneer India Gets RBI In-Principle Approval to Operate as Cross-Border
Payment Aggregator

Payoneer India, a subsidiary of Payoneer Global, has received in-principle approval
from the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to operate as a Payment Aggregator — Cross
Border (PA-CB).

The PA-CB licence enables Payoneer India to facilitate cross-border payment
transactions for merchants, including both inward (exports) and outward (imports)
payments.

284. Canara Bank has partnered with NPCI BHIM Services Limited (NBSL), a
wholly owned subsidiary of the NPCI that manages India’s digital payment
infrastructure, to integrate its plugin-based UPI solution. Into which of its own
digital payment applications will Canara Banklimplement these UPI services to
enhance convenience and seamless transactions for its customers?

$RT 4% = NPCI BHIM Ifdast faffies (NBsL) & |1y UIE-RRIRIT 1 3, S NPCI
P ¥} ¥ T Wit arelt Afafeas 8 8k URd & f3fcred dde SheaR &1
AW B §, AP 3 WIS -3 UPI FICIRIE B SEiie fbar o o | eRT
dF 37 ATEH! & T Jlaur 3R I giviaR= &1 dga” 9911 & fore 37 UPI
Garefi &t v+ fory feforea te vfRrbse & arp Hwm

(a) BHIM UPI

(b) Canara aiPe

(c) Canaralndi

(d) PhonePe

(e) Google Pay

Ans. b

Sol. Canara Bank Becomes First to Integrate NBSL's Plugin-Based UPI Solution into
Canara aiPe

Canara Bank has partnered with NPCl BHIM Services Limited (NBSL) to integrate UPI
services into its payment application Canara aiPe.

NBSL, a wholly owned subsidiary of National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI),
manages India’s digital payment infrastructure.

Canara Bank becomes the first bank to implement NBSL's plugin-based UPI solution,
enhancing digital payment capabilities for its users.

About Canara Bank

e founded - 71906
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e Headquarters- Bengaluru, Karnataka

e MD & CEO - Hardeep Singh Ahluwalia (replace K. Satyanarayana Raju)
e Chairman — Vijay Srirangan

e Jagline - Together with Can

285. The Union Cabinet approved an equity infusion of ¥5,000 crore into SIDBI
to expand credit availability for Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs).Over how many tranches will the ¥5,000 crore equity infusion into
SIDBI be made?

P SfaAe A ArgH), Wia ok NTgH TeuEes (MSMEs) & forg hfse &t
JUARAT 98 & T SIDBI # 25,000 FIIS & i SRS &I el &1 SIDBI
H 25,000 FRIS BT 3fepel IS fha fvwal o fopar sreem?

(a) One

(b) Two

(c) Three

(d) Four

(e) Five

Ans. c

Sol. Union Cabinet Approves %5,000 Crore Equity Infusion into SIDBI to Boost Credit
for MSMEs

The Union Cabinet approved an equity infusion of 5,000 crore into SIDBI to expand
credit availability for Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).

The infusion will be made in three tranches: 3,000 crore in 2025-26 and %1,000 crore
each in 2026-27 and 2027-28, based on the respective book values of the previous
financial years.

The capital boost is expected to increase the number of MSME beneficiaries from
76.26 lakh to 102 lakh by 2027-28, generating employment for approximately 1.12
crore people.

The additional equity will help SIDBI maintain a strong capital to risk-weighted assets
ratio (CRAR), ensuring credit ratings remain healthy and allowing lending to MSMEs
at competitive interest rates.

About Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI)

e Founded - 2 April 1990

e Jurisdiction — Ministry of Finance

e Headquarters - Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

e Chairman & MD - Manoj Mittal (replace Siva S Ramann)
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286. Until which financial year has the Union Cabinet approved the
continuation of the Atal Pension Yojana (APY)?

P FfeAe A sred U= TS (APY) i fa fasia af a@ ot = ot dedt
Gk

(a) 2025-26

(b) 2027-28

(c) 2030-31

(d) 2032-33

(e) 2035-36

Ans. c

Sol. Union Cabinet Extends Atal Pension Yojana till 2030-31 and Approves Rs 5,000
Crore Equity Support for SIDBI to Boost MSMEs

The Union Cabinet approved the continuation of the Atal Pension Yojana (APY) up to
the financial year 2030-31, with government support for promotional, developmental
activities and gap funding to expand outreach among unorganised sector workers.
APY, launched on May 9, 2015, provides old-age income security, offering a
guaranteed minimum pension of Rs 1,000 to Rs 5,000 per month starting at age 60,
based on contributions; as of January 19, 2026, over 8.66 crore subscribers are
enrolled.

The Union Cabinet also approved an equity support of Rs'5,000 crore to SIDBI, to
boost credit flow to Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) at competitive
rates, with investment spread over three financial years (2025-26 to 2027-28).

287. The Office of the Principal Controller of Communication.Accounts (Pr CCA)
Delhi has integrated the SAMPANN pension platform with-DigiLocker, enabling
digital access to pension documents for retirees under the Department of
Telecommunications. What does the SAMPANN platform stand for?

fifaa Setar TP FYMABIA ABTSCH (Pr CCA) fawett & 3HTfha + SAMPANN
ORI Wew i &I DigiLocker & HIY Sciie # fear 8, o Tefiwwg e
fEurdde & RerR a3 U3 STy &1 fsfirea vaaw e aa
SAMPANN WEWHTH &1 Fel BIH T 82

(a) System for Automated Management of Accounts and National Pensions

(b) System for Accounting and Management of Pension

(c) Secure Access for Monetary Pension and Accounts Network

(d) Standardized Administration of Monthly Pension and Notifications

(e) System for Administrative Monitoring of Pension Payments

Ans. b

Sol. SAMPANN Pension Platform Integrated with DigiLocker to Provide Paperless
Access for Pensioners
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The Office of the Principal Controller of Communication Accounts (Pr CCA) Delhi has
integrated the SAMPANN (System for Accounting and Management of Pension)
pension platform with DigiLocker, enabling digital access to pension documents for
retirees under the Department of Telecommunications.

The integration allows pensioners to retrieve key documents such as Pension
Payment Orders (e-PPOs), Gratuity Sanction Orders, Communication Sanctions, and
Form-16 electronically, removing the need for physical copies.

Pensioners can access documents securely via DigiLocker anytime using a
smartphone or desktop, supporting services like banking, medical reimbursements,
and verification, ensuring convenience, transparency, and paperless processing.
The SAMPANN platform, inaugurated in 2018, digitises the entire pension lifecycle,
including case initiation, e-PPO issuance, disbursement, accounting, grievance
redressal, and life certificate submission, empowering pensioners to manage their
records independently.

288. Bharat Steel 2026, a two-day international conference-cum-exhibition
focusing on sustainability, supply chain resilience;and technological
transformation in the steel sector, will be held on 16-17 April 2026 at Bharat
Mandapam, New Delhi. Which ministry is organising this summit?

YR W 2026, T Jaex A IRARGS, s a9 Iy ik deaiied
TABIHRM TR BIHd - a1l gl-feaxia §e3vMd Hi3pd-HH-TTSI IR, 16-
17 30 2026 P HRA HSUH, 5 feeeit # Smanford fosar s 0 Afire o1
TGS YT | HATT B TQT 82

(a) Ministry of Commerce and Industry

(b) Ministry of Heavy Industries

(c) Ministry of Steel

(d) Ministry of Science & Technology

(e) Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises

Ans. c

Sol. Bharat Steel 2026 Summit to Focus on Sustainability and Technological
Transformation in Steel Sector

Bharat Steel 2026, a two-day international conference-cum-exhibition, will be
organised by the Ministry of Steel on 16-17 April 2026 at Bharat Mandapam, New
Delhi.

The summit will focus on global steelmaking issues, including sustainability, supply
chain resilience, and technological transformation in the steel sector.
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India is the world’s second-largest steel producer after China, and the government
has set ambitious targets of 300 million tonnes steel capacity by 2030 and 500
million tonnes by 2047.

289. Who is set to take over as the Group Chief Executive Officer of Eternal after
Deepinder Goyal steps down?

Jiftier Mue & U SIS & 91¢ §e3d & YU II% Teilagfed PR F dR )
B TGUR T aTeT 22

(a) Deepinder Goyal

(b) Albinder Dhindsa

(c) Nandan Nilekani

(d) Rohit Kapoor

(e) Kalyan Krishnamurthy

Ans. b

Sol. Deepinder Goyal to Step Down as Eternal-Group CEO

Deepinder Goyal will step down as Founder and Group CEO of Eternal, with Blinkit
CEO Albinder Dhindsa set to take over the role.

Goyal will continue on the company’s board of directors as Vice Chairman, ensuring
leadership continuity during the transition.

290. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved the re-appointment of
Kaizad Bharucha as Whole-time Director and Deputy.Managing Director of
HDFC Bank for a fresh three-year term. The fresh three-year-term of Kaizad
Bharucha will begin from which date?

YR Rerd §& (RBI) A $91E U1 B HDFC 9F & §Id-2T3H STARTRR 3R
&8 AAfiT SsrveeR & dR WR & 919 & ¢ srdeTa & fore fr & fAgea w9
®1 w2 & 21 Pelre H=1 BT U1 T Grel BT BTl fPY TG | I
gRm?

(a) January 20, 2026

(b) April 1, 2026

(c) April 19, 2026

(d) March 31, 2026

(e) May 1, 2026

Ans. c

Sol. RBI Approves Re-appointment of Kaizad Bharucha as Deputy MD of HDFC Bank
for Three Years
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved the re-appointment of Kaizad Bharucha
as Whole-time Director and Deputy Managing Director of HDFC Bank for a fresh
three-year term starting April 19, 2026.

Kaizad Bharucha oversees key business verticals, strategy execution, and risk
management at HDFC Bank; the announcement was positively received by markets,
with the bank’s shares rising 0.38% on the BSE.

About HDFC Bank

e Founded — August 1994

e Founder - Hasmukhbhai Parekh

e Headquarters - Mumbai, Maharashtra

eMD & CEO - Sashidhar Jagdishan

e Chairman — Atanu Chakraborty

e Tagline - We understand your world

291. India launched the Responsible Nations Index (RNI) at the Dr. Ambedkar
International Centre, New Delhi. The Responsiblé/Nations Index (RNI) was
launched under the aegis of which organisation?

IR 7 5 feeetl # ST, 3fds®y sex-¥Ha dex d ReuiRiad A9 S84 (RNI)
= forar | iR A% SS9 (RNI) f5T 64 o 3w A di= foar man
Yr?

(a) NITI Aayog

(b) United Nations Development Programme

(c) World Intellectual Foundation

(d) World Economic Forum

(e) UNESCO

Ans. c

Sol. India Launches Responsible Nations Index to Assess Ethical Governance and
Global Responsibility

India launched the Responsible Nations Index (RNI) at the Dr. Ambedkar International
Centre, New Delhi, under the aegis of the World Intellectual Foundation (WIF).

The RNI provides a global framework to assess countries on ethical governance,
social well-being, environmental stewardship, and global responsibility.

The Index is the result of a three-year academic and policy research initiative, with
key contributions from Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) and Indian Institute of
Management (IIM) Mumbai.

An Expert Panel Discussion titled “From Human Well-being to Global Stewardship:
Rethinking Responsibility, Prosperity and Peace in the 21st Century” was held, chaired
by N. K. Singh, Chairman of the 15th Finance Commission of India.

Responsible Nations Index 2026: Country-wise Scores and Ranks
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Country Overall Score
Singapore 0.61945
Switzerland 0.58692
Denmark 0.58372
Cyprus 0.57737
Sweden 0.57397
Norway 0.55291
India 0.55151
France 0.54835
Japan 0.52930
North Macedonia 0.52845
Namibia 0.52775

292. Who released the Hindi edition of Dr C, Palanivelu’s autobiography
“Palanivelu GUTS"?

S1. . Uaraq P TS UT “TaT-iad Te” $T el Jeprvl fha- oIt fbar?
(a) Narendra Modi

(b) Jagdeep Dhankhar

(c) C. P. Radhakrishnan

(d) M. K. Stalin

(e) Amit Shah

Ans. c

Sol. VP C. P. Radhakrishnan Releases Hindi Edition of Dr. C. Palanivelu's
Autobiography “Palanivelu GUTS"

Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan released the Hindi edition of Dr. C. Palanivelu’s
autobiography “Palanivelu GUTS” in New Delhi.

Dr C. Palanivelu is an eminent surgeon who recognised the potential of laparoscopic
surgery in the early 1990s and introduced it in Coimbatore in 1991, setting up South
India’s first laparoscopic surgery centre.

The Vice President described the book as an inspiring account of courage,
perseverance, and ethical innovation in medicine; the event was also attended by
Minister of State for Railways Ravneet Singh.

293. Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana (SSY) has completed 11 years since its launch
on 22 January 2015 under the Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao initiative, aimed at
securing the financial future of the girl child. What is the current interest rate
under Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana?
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&A1 GYfe TISHAT (SSY) Bl 22 TG 2015 BT "9t qar3f), 9t ygrsi uga &
a8 <l Y &M & 91¢ | 11 91 [ 81 T &, foraet wevag wsfeal &
BISARET HiTS BT JRI&T HT1 81

(@) 7.6%

(b) 8.0%

(c) 8.1%

(d) 8.2%

(e) 8.5%

Ans. d

Sol. Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana Completes 11 Years of Empowering the Girl Child
Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana (SSY) has completed 11 years since its launch on 22
January 2015 under the Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao initiative, aimed at securing the
financial future of the girl child.

SSY offers an attractive government-notified interest rate, currently at 8.2%, making it
one of the most rewarding small savings schemes.

Investments qualify for Section 80C tax deduction; the minimum annual deposit is
3250, while the maximum is 1.50 lakh.

Deposits can be made for 15 years, and the account matures after 21 years from the
date of opening.

294. A total of 30 tableaux will roll down Kartavya Path, New Delhi, during the
77th Republic Day celebrations on 26 January 2026. The tableaux will include
17 from States and Union Territories and 13 from Ministries, Departments, and
Services. Which theme of Republic Day 2026 tableauxifocusesion self-reliant
India?

26 SFARY 2026 I 774 MUTAA feaH THRIE & GRIH -5 fedil & Hersd UY R FA
30 gifpal Freai | 3= rifeal & 17 Il 3k g IRId ye=i &1 3iv 13
Harerdl, AU ofR Farait #t gt 1 wurd= fRaw 2026 Ft Srifeal 1 = @ A
Ttk YR W Higa &2

(a) 150 years of Vande Mataram

(b) Viksit Bharat

(c) Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav

(d) Digital India

(e) Samriddhi ka Mantra

Ans. e

Sol. Republic Day 2026 Parade to Feature 30 Tableaux at Kartavya Path

A total of 30 tableaux will roll down Kartavya Path, New Delhi, during the 77th
Republic Day celebrations on 26 January 2026.
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The tableaux will include 17 from States and Union Territories and 13 from Ministries,
Departments, and Services.

Based on the themes ‘Swatantrata ka Mantra: Vande Mataram’ and ‘Samriddhi ka
Mantra: Aatmanirbhar Bharat’, the tableaux will highlight 150 years of the national
song 'Vande Mataram’ along with India’s rapid progress and self-reliance.

295. During the India International Conference on Democracy and Election
Management in New Delhi, Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar
launched ECINET, a unified digital platform integrating 40+ election-related
apps and web services to enhance citizen participation. ECINET has been
developed in how many Indian languages (excluding English)?
7$ el & diwda ok TTa Weee W WRG SeRTSha awa & IR, 9= g1
T A FHR 7 ECINET dl-a farar, st A &t urfierdt 9@ & g 40
¥ H1e1 919 T Hefta o SR a9 Aarei &1 §¢hie HA are U gAwEs
fefored wewiH 81 ECINET & fha-t HRd yraral (3 &) Big®) &
faefra foran mar 82
(a) 18
(b) 20
(c) 21
(d) 22
(e) 24
Ans.d
Sol. Election Commission launches ECINET digital platform at ICDEM 2026
During the India International Conference on Democracy and Election Management
in New Delhi, Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar launched ECINET, a
unified digital platform integrating 40+ election-related apps and web services to
enhance citizen participation.
ECINET connects citizens, candidates, political parties, and election officials on a
single platform and has been developed in 22 Indian languages along with English.
On the second day, bilateral discussions were held with international delegations,
including the UK, focusing on India’s election arrangements, the ECINET app, and
possibilities for closer cooperation in electoral management.
About Election Commissioner of India (EC/)

e /tis a constitutional body to conduct and regulate elections in the country.
e Founded - 25 January 1950
e Headquarters - New Delhi
o /st Chief - Sukumar Sen
o /st Women Chief - V.S. Ramadevi
o 26th Chief - Gyanesh Kumar (replace Rajiv Kumar)
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e Commissioner - Sukhbir Singh Sandhu and Dr. Vivek Joshi
e Jenure - 6/65yrs

296. What scheme will Amit Shah launch on the occasion of Uttar Pradesh Day
2026?
IR UeW 39w 2026 F 3@aR WR 3ifard Mg B At Ao dfa ¥
(a) Mukhyamantri Yuva Udyami Vikas Yojana
(b) One District One Cuisine
(c) Sardar Patel Industrial Zone Programme
(d) Atmanirbhar Bharat Mission
(e) National Skill Development Mission
Ans. b
Sol. Amit Shah to Launch ODOC Scheme at Uttar Pradesh Day Celebrations in
Lucknow
Union Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah will attend the Uttar Pradesh Day
celebrations as the Chief Guest in Lucknow, with the event being held at Rashtra
Prerna Sthal.
On the occasion, he will launch the ‘One District One Cuisine’ (ODOC) scheme, aimed
at identifying and promoting the traditional cuisine of each district of Uttar Pradesh
through quality improvement, branding, and market access.
Mr Shah will also inaugurate the Sardar Patel Industrial Zone Programme, present
awards under the Mukhyamantri Yuva Udyami Vikas Yojana, and confer the Uttar
Pradesh Gaurav Samman 2025-26.
About Uttar Pradesh

e Capital - Lucknow

o Chief Minister — Yogi/ Adityanath

e Governor - Anandiben Patel

297. CDS General Anil Chauhan released the Military Quantum Mission Policy
Framework, outlining a policy and roadmap for adopting Quantum
Technologies in India’s Armed Forces. Which of the following is not a pillar of
the Military Quantum Mission Policy Framework?
HISTeH o=Ra a9 = HRd & G g0l § icH Meiiedl o Su=m
¥ fore ue ifa ik Ashy ot Tuvar ga1d §U A wiew fi=E Hifa hyad s
a1 fFafafEa & @ @14 |1 93 wicd fave Hifd ek &1 v T8 @2

(a) Quantum Computing

(b) Quantum Communication

(c) Quantum Sensing & Metrology

(d) Quantum Materials & Devices
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(e) Quantum Nuclear Fusion

Ans. e

Sol. CDS Releases Military Quantum Mission Policy Framework to Integrate Quantum
Technologies in Armed Forces

CDS General Anil Chauhan released the Military Quantum Mission Policy Framework,
outlining a policy and roadmap for adopting Quantum Technologies in India’s Armed
Forces.

The framework focuses on integrating four key pillars—Quantum Communication,
Quantum Computing, Quantum Sensing & Metrology, and Quantum Materials &
Devices—across the Tri-Services to prepare for future warfare and achieve
technological dominance.

The vision document ensures synergy and alignment with the National Quantum
Mission, defining an indicative roadmap and policy to implement quantum
technologies as a niche but strategic capability in Defence forces.

298. Hyderabad to host Wings India 2026, Asia’s largest civil aviation event, at
Begumpet Airport, bringing together aviationleaders, aircraft manufacturers,
and government delegations from over 20 countries. How often is Wings India
organized?

BTG TRTUC TIRUIE WX TR & v a3 fifaa efaezm gde, faw sfsan
2026 Pt AFET B, Forad 20 & FTET 2 & AT Hisd, TawprRe
bRy ik WeR ufafaftnisa e |y meat | fiw fean fvam awa
3ieRTd R STaIRre fpar Siren €2

(a) Annual

(b) Biennial

(c) Every 3 years

(d) Every 5 years

(e) Quarterly

Ans. b

Sol. Hyderabad to Host Wings India 2026, Asia’s Largest Civil Aviation Event
Hyderabad to host Wings India 2026, Asia’s largest civil aviation event, at Begumpet
Airport, bringing together aviation leaders, aircraft manufacturers, and government
delegations from over 20 countries.

The event will be inaugurated by Union Civil Aviation Minister Kinjarapu Ram Mohan
Naidu and has been held in Hyderabad since 2008 as a biennial event organized by
the Indian government.
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The theme for Wings India 2026 is: “Indian Aviation: Paving the Future From Design
to Deployment, Manufacturing to Maintenance, Inclusivity to Innovation, and Safety
to Sustainability”.

299. Which ministry signed an MoU with the World Economic Forum to
strengthen India’s skills ecosystem?

YRA P DI RIS 7 Y Aolga H1 & fore fay enfife v & |y Mou
o warera = forame

(a) Ministry of Education

(b) Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship

(c) Ministry of Labour and Employment

(d) Ministry of Commerce

(e) Ministry of Science & Technology

Ans. b

Sol. India Partners with World Economic Forum to Launch Skills Accelerator for
Future-Ready Workforce

The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship signed an MoU with the
World Economic Forum to strengthen India’s skills and Technical & Vocational
Education and Training (TVET) ecosystem.

Under this MoU, a Skills Accelerator will be launched in India to bridge critical skill
gaps and enhance the global employability of Indian youth.

The initiative aims to align India’s talent pool with emerging domains like artificial
intelligence, green energy, robotics, and advanced manufacturing, fostering a future-
ready and globally competitive workforce.

Currently active skill accelerator countries include Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brazil,
Indonesia, Nigeria and Qatar.

300. National Girl Child Day is observed every year on 24 January to raise
awareness about the rights, education, and well-being of girls in India. What is
the theme of National Girl Child Day 2026?

YRd A dsfral & ifiery, fRiem ik Hars & IR A SRREodl 9eH & U &
IS 24 SGRY B AT STt f§aw w1 Sirar 8 1 APk anfereT faaw 2026 1
9 w1 72

(a) Educate a Girl, Empower a Nation

(b) Empowering Every Daughter, Building a Stronger India

(c) Girls First, India Next

(d) Equal Rights for Girls

(e) Girls and Technology
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Ans. b

Sol. 24 January - National Girl Child Day

National Girl Child Day is observed every year on 24 January to raise awareness
about the rights, education, and well-being of girls in India.

The day emphasizes ending gender discrimination and promoting equal
opportunities for girls in education, health, and society.

Theme 2026- Empowering Every Daughter, Building a Stronger India.

301. The United States has officially withdrawn from the World Health
Organization (WHO), following a one-year notice given by President Donald
Trump in 2025. What percentage of WHO funding was contributed by the U.S.?
Pufd SHTeS €U §IRT 2025 H AT Y U e & Hifed & 918, WY I
3fveT sfteTie dR W fay Tara @3 (WHO) & 31eiT 81 7141 81 WHO &1
BIST # SRt &1 fa=m ufawra gier um
(a) 10%
(b) 15%
(c) 18%
(d) 20%
(e) 25%
Ans. c
Sol. United States Officially Withdraws from WHO Citing COVID-19 Mismanagement
The United States has officially withdrawn from the World Health Organization
(WHO), following a one-year notice given by President Donald Trump in 2025.
The U.S., which was the largest contributor to WHO funding (about 18%), cited poor
management and mishandling of the COVID-19 pandemic as reasons for withdrawal.
The U.S. announced it will now work directly with other countries on global health
issues, bypassing WHO.
About World Health Organization (WHO)

e Formation - 7 April 1948

e Headquarters - Geneva, Switzerland

e First President - Andrija Stampar

e Director General - Tedros Adhanom (Ethiopia)

e Member Countries - 194

302. International Day of Education is observed every year on 24 January to
highlight the role of education in peace, development, and human rights
worldwide. What is the theme of International Day of Education 2026?
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T 1A 24 ST Y g wR | i, faer o ararfieRi | fRign +f yftrer
I IRR B P g siarigia fRian feaw w=man oirar 31 siorfgha Riar faw
2026 T A9 T 32

(a) Education for All

(b) The power of youth in co-creating education

(c) Learning Never Stops

(d) Global Education for Peace

(e) Inclusive Learning Opportunities

Ans. b

Sol. 24 January - International Day of Education

International Day of Education is observed every year on 24 January to highlight the
role of education in peace, development, and human rights worldwide.

Theme 2026 -The power of youth in co-creating education

The day emphasizes inclusive and equitable quality education and promoting lifelong
learning opportunities for all.

It aims to raise awareness about global education challenges and encourage
governments, organizations, and communities to invest in education for a
sustainable future.

303. Razorpay POS, the offline payments arm of fintech major Razorpay, has
secured a licence from the RBI to operate as an

P e® HU-t YoRU Bt SATHATS UHCH T YoYU POS Hi
& R IR $ H & forg RBI F 1599 fe a7

(a) Online payment aggregator

(b) Cross-border payment aggregator

(c) Cryptocurrency licence

(d) Digital wallet licence

(e) Offline payment aggregator

Ans. e

Sol. Razorpay POS Secures RBI Licence to Operate as Offline Payment Aggregator

Razorpay POS, the offline payments arm of fintech major Razorpay, has secured a
licence from the RBI to operate as an offline payment aggregator.

With this licence, Razorpay now holds all three key RBI authorisations: online
payment aggregator, cross-border payment aggregator (obtained in December
2025), and offline payment aggregator.

This development strengthens Razorpay’s position in India’s digital payments
ecosystem, enabling it to offer seamless payment solutions across online and offline
channels.
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304. Saina Nehwal announced her retirement from competitive badminton after
being out of action for nearly two years due to chronic knee problems and
cartilage degeneration. At which Olympics did Saina Nehwal win a bronze
medal, becoming the first Indian woman to medal in Olympic badminton?

e 3t WL Jarei 3R Uy fagpfa & FRur evry gf 9ot a6 Id | a1eR
I & 91¢ 9181 Agard 3 ufawudf dsfiica & 9= &) 9ivon &Y | JrgAr Agard
A frw sitcifies A wiea ug® SfidT iR sitdifUe dsfiies # uee sitax aref! uge
HRdg Afgar s=i?
(a) Beijing 2008
(b) Tokyo 2020
(c) Rio 2016
(d) London 2012
(e) Athens 2004
Ans.d
Sol. Olympic Medallist Saina Nehwal Announces Retirement from Competitive
Badminton
Saina Nehwal announced her retirement from competitive badminton after being out
of action for nearly two years due to chronic knee problems and cartilage
degeneration.
She made history by winning a bronze medal at the London 2012 Olympics,
becoming the first Indian woman to medal in Olympic badminton.
Nehwal also achieved World No. 1 ranking in 2015, won the BWF Super Series title
(Indonesia Open 2009), Commonwealth Games gold (2010 & 2018), and World
Championship silver (2015).
Throughout her career, she overcame injuries, contributed to Indian badminton’s
global recognition, and received prestigious awards including Padma Bhushan,
Padma Shri, Khel Ratna, and Arjuna Award.
Recently Retired Players
o Alyssa Healy (Australia)- All forms of international cricket
e Jinson Johnson (Kerala, India) - Middle-distance Runner
o Usman Khawaja (Australia) - International cricket
Doug Bracewell (New Zealand) - all forms of international cricket
Mohit Sharma (India) - All Forms of Cricket
Kane Williamson (New Zealand) - T20 Internationals

305. NASA astronaut Sunita ‘Suni’ Williams retired after a stellar 27-year career,
setting numerous human spaceflight records, including 608 days in space. She
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is known for her missions aboard the International Space Station (ISS). How
many missions aboard the ISS did Sunita Williams complete during her career?

AT $Y Sfafvel arEt G AT fAfrry 27 91 & IHER $RWR & 971G
Har-igd g8, el siafver o 608 fai wfea w5 wria siafver I Reis wirfug
P 95 simxfgia sfafter WA (T W v fiwel & forg &t ot 2
grtar faferawa 3 3 FRaR & R snsvaey W faraq fmme @@ frw?

(a) 1

(b) 2

(c) 3

(d) 4

(e)5

Ans. c

Sol. NASA Astronaut Sunita Williams Retires After 27-Year Stellar Career

NASA astronaut Sunita ‘Suni’ Williams retired after a stellar 27-year career,
completing three missions aboard the International Space Station and setting
numerous human spaceflight records, including 608 days in space.

She performed nine spacewalks totaling over 62 hours, became the first person to
run a marathon in space, and ranks second in cumulative time in space among NASA
astronauts.

Born to an Indian father and Slovenian mother, Williams is a retired U.S. Navy captain,
helicopter and fixed-wing pilot with over 4,000 flight hours and holds degrees in
physical science and engineering management.

During her visit to India, she participated in an interactive session at the American
Center, sharing experiences from missions like the Boeing Starliner and SpaceX Crew-
9, inspiring future generations in space exploration.

About National Aeronautics and Space Administration

e Formed- July 29, 1958

e Headquarters- Washington, D.C, USA

e Administrator- Jared [saacman

306. Where has Punjab launched its first Dog Sanctuary as a pilot project?
TSTE = 3(UAT Ugdl SHT ARt URIde Wiiae & &0 § Sl al-d faarn

(a) Amritsar

(b) Ludhiana

(c) Chandigarh

(d) Patiala

(e) Jalandhar

Ans. b

Sol. Punjab Launches First Dog Sanctuary in Ludhiana as Pilot Project
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Punjab launched its first Dog Sanctuary in Ludhiana at the Haibowal Dairy Complex
as a pilot project to address the stray dog issue.
The initiative aims to reduce dog bite cases and improve public safety through
organised management of stray dogs.
The sanctuary will function as per the guidelines issued by the Supreme Court,
ensuring humane and lawful handling of animals.
About Punjab

e Capital - Chandigarh
e Chief Minister — Bhagwant Mann
eGovernor - Gulab Chand Kataria

307. Which city has become the first in Uttar Pradesh to be officially recognised
as a ‘Zero Fresh Waste Dump’ city?

IR Y BT S AT W SAMYSTRS TR W ORI W e ST MR & ©U |
AT U 9Tl UgaT X6 o4 7T 2

(a) Kanpur

(b) Varanasi

(c) Prayagraj

(d) Lucknow

(e) Ghaziabad

Ans.d

Sol. Lucknow Becomes UP's First Zero Fresh Waste Dump City

Lucknow has become Uttar Pradesh’s first “Zero Fresh Waste Dump’ city after
achieving 100% scientific processing of municipal solid waste.

The milestone was achieved with the inauguration of the third waste processing
facility at the Shivari Plant, strengthening the city’s sustainable waste management
system.

Lucknow generates about 2,000 metric tonnes of waste daily, managed through three
plants of 700 MT/day capacity each, with waste segregated into 55% organic and
45% inorganic components.

308. Which organisation has been recognised by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
as a Self-Regulatory Organisation (SRO) for all Authorised Dealers?

P 91 E1s I L'ITRIW L] (Authorised Dealers) & f%I'E YR ﬁﬁif i
(RBI) §RT WU-fAATH® TS (SRO) & FU A W=l UTW §31T 372

(a) Indian Banks’ Association (IBA)

(b) Foreign Exchange Dealers’ Association of India (FEDAI)

(c) Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI)
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(d) Export-lmport Bank of India (EXIM)

(e) National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI)

Ans. b

Sol. RBI Recognises FEDAI as Self-Regulatory Organisation for All Authorised Dealers
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has officially recognised the Foreign Exchange
Dealers’ Association of India (FEDAI) as a Self-Regulatory Organisation (SRO) for all
Authorised Dealers.

FEDAI applied for recognition under the Omnibus Framework for SROs, and RBI
noted that it has already been functioning like an SRO through its rules governing
member conduct.

FEDAI has one year to align its functioning and governance with the Omnibus SRO
framework and extend membership to all categories of Authorised Dealers.
Established in 1958 under Section 25 of the Companies Act, FEDAI governs inter-bank
foreign exchange operations, liaises with RBI, and plays a key role in the development
and reform of India’s forex market.

SRO = An industry body that makes rules for its members and ensures they follow
those rules.

309. Ms. N Rajam, awarded the Padma Vibhushan 2026, is recognised for her
contribution in which field?

gt T3, w9, o8 2026 ¥ uaT faywor & wwTi=a forar man, 3% f5a @ d 39
URTGT & fo T Tl &2
(a) Literature and Education
(b) Science and Engineering
(c) Art
(d) Public Affairs
(e) Social Work
Ans. c
Sol. Government Announces 131 Padma Awards for 2026
Padma Awards, among India’s highest civilian honours, are conferred in three
categories: Padma Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan, and Padma Shri.
For 2026, the government announced 5 Padma Vibhushan, 13 Padma Bhushan, and
113 Padma Shri awards.
The list includes 19 women awardees, 6 individuals from Foreigners/NRI/PIO/OCI
category, and 16 posthumous honours.
5 Padma Vibhushan 2026
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State /

Name Field Country

Shri Dharmendra Singh Deol
(Posthumous)

Shri KT Thomas Public Affairs Kerala
Ms. N Rajam Art Uttar Pradesh

: Li
Shri P Narayanan |teratgre and Kerala
Education

Shri V' S Achuthanandhan (Posthumous) ||[Public Affairs Kerala

Art Maharashtra

13 Padma Bhushan 2026

Name Field State / Country
Ms. Alka Yagnik Art Maharashtra
Shri Bhagat Singh Koshyari Public Affairs Uttarakhand

Shri Kallipatti Ramasamy
Palaniswamy

Medicine Tamil Nadu

Shri Mammootty Art Kerala

United States of
America

Shri Piyush Pandey (Posthumous) |Art Maharashtra
Shri S K M Maeilanandhan Social Work Tamil Nadu
Shri Shatavadhani R Ganesh Art Karnataka
Shri Shibu Soren (Posthumous) |[Public Affairs Jharkhand

Shri Uday Kotak Trade and Maharashtra
Industry

Shri V K Malhotra (Posthumous) Public Affairs Delhi

Shri Vellappally Natesan Public Affairs Kerala

Shri Vijay Amitraj Sports USA
113 Padam Shri 2026

Dr. Nori Dattatreyudu Medicine

Name Field State / Country
Shri A E Muthunayagam Science and Engineering ||Kerala
Shri Anil Kumar Rastogi Art Uttar Pradesh
Shri Anke Gowda M. Social Work Karnataka
Ms. Armida Fernandez Medicine Maharashtra
Shri Arvind Vaidya Art Gujarat
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Name

Field

State / Country

24

Shri Ashok Khade

Trade and Industry

Maharashtra

25

Shri Ashok Kumar Singh

Science and Engineering

Uttar Pradesh

26

Shri Asok Kumar Haldar

Literature and Education

West Bengal

27

Shri Baldev Singh

Sports

Punjab

28

Shri Bhagwandas Raikwar

Sports

Madhya Pradesh

29

Shri Bharat Singh Bharti

Art

Bihar

30

Shri Bhiklya Ladakya Dhinda

Art

Maharashtra

31

Shri Bishwa Bandhu
(Posthumous)

Art

Bihar

32

Shri Brij Lal Bhat

Social Work

Jammu and
Kashmir

33

Shri Buddha Rashmi Mani

Others - Archaeology

Uttar Pradesh

34

Dr. Budhri Tati

Social Work

Chhattisgarh

35

Shri Chandramouli
Gaddamanugu

Science and Engineering

Telangana

36

Shri Charan Hembram

Literature and Education

Odisha

37

Shri Chiranji Lal Yadav

Art

Uttar Pradesh

38

Ms. Deepika Reddy

Art

Telangana

39

Shri Dharmiklal Chunilal Pandya

Art

Gujarat

40

Shri Gadde Babu Rajendra Prasad

Art

Andhra Pradesh

41

Shri Gafruddin Mewati Jogi

Art

Rajasthan

42

Shri Gambir Singh Yonzone

Literature and Education

West Bengal

43

Shri Garimella Balakrishna Prasad
(Posthumous)

Art

Andhra Pradesh

Ms. Gayatri Balasubramanian and
Ms. Ranjani Balasubramanian
(Duo)*

Art

Tamil Nadu

Shri Gopal Ji Trivedi

Science and Engineering

Bihar

Shri Guduru Venkat Rao

Medicine

Telangana

Shri H V Hande

Medicine

Tamil Nadu

Shri Hally War

Social Work

Meghalaya

Shri Hari Madhab Mukhopadhyay
(Posthumous)

Art

West Bengal

Shri Haricharan Saikia

Art

Assam

Ms. Harmanpreet Kaur Bhullar

Sports

Punjab
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Name

Field

State / Country

52

Shri Inderjit Singh Sidhu

Social Work

Chandigarh

53

Shri Janardan Bapurao Bothe

Social Work

Maharashtra

54

Shri Jogesh Deuri

Others - Agriculture

Assam

55

Shri Juzer Vasi

Science and Engineering

Maharashtra

56

Shri Jyotish Debnath

Art

West Bengal

57

Shri K Pajanivel

Sports

Puducherry

58

Shri K Ramasamy

Science and Engineering

Tamil Nadu

59

Shri K Vijay Kumar

Civil Service

Tamil Nadu

60

Shri Kabindra Purkayastha
(Posthumous)

Public Affairs

Assam

61

Shri Kailash Chandra Pant

Literature and Education

Madhya Pradesh

62

Ms. Kalamandalam Vimala
Menon

Art

Kerala

63

Shri Kewal Krishan Thakral

Medicine

Uttar Pradesh

64

Shri Khem Raj Sundriyal

Art

Haryana

65

Ms. Kollakal Devaki Amma G

Social Work

Kerala

66

Shri Krishnamurty
Balasubramanian

Science and Engineering

Telangana

67

Shri Kumar Bose

Art

West Bengal

68

Shri Kumarasamy Thangaraj

Science and Engineering

Telangana

69

Prof. (Dr.) Lars-Christian Koch

Art

Germany

70

Ms. Liudmila Viktorovna
Khokhlova

Literature and Education

Russia

71

Shri Madhavan Ranganathan

Art

Maharashtra

72

Shri Maganti Murali Mohan

Art

Andhra Pradesh

73

Shri Mahendra Kumar Mishra

Literature and Education

Odisha

74

Shri Mahendra Nath Roy

Literature and Education

West Bengal

75

Shri Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar

Literature and Education

Delhi

76

Ms. Mangala Kapoor

Literature and Education

Uttar Pradesh

77

Shri Mir Hajibhai Kasambhai

Art

Guijarat

78

Shri Mohan Nagar

Social Work

Madhya Pradesh

79

Shri Narayan Vyas

Others - Archaeology

Madhya Pradesh

80

Shri Naresh Chandra Dev Varma

Literature and Education

Tripura
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81

Shri Nilesh Vinodchandra
Mandlewala

Social Work

Gujarat

82

Shri Nuruddin Ahmed

Art

Assam

83

Shri Othuvaar Thiruthani
Swaminathan

Art

Tamil Nadu

84

Dr. Padma Gurmet

Medicine

Ladakh

85

Shri Palkonda Vijay Anand Reddy

Medicine

Telangana

86

Ms. Pokhila Lekthepi

Art

Assam

87

Dr. Prabhakar Basavprabhu Kore

Literature and Education

Karnataka

88

Shri Prateek Sharma

Medicine

United States of
America

89

Shri Praveen Kumar

Sports

Uttar Pradesh

90

Shri Prem Lal Gautam

Science and Engineering

Himachal Pradesh

91

Shri Prosenjit Chatterjee

Art

West Bengal

92

Dr. Punniamurthy Natesan

Medicine

Tamil Nadu

93

Shri R Krishnan (Posthumous)

Art

Tamil Nadu

94

Shri RV S Mani

Civil Service

Delhi

95

Shri Rabilal Tudu

Literature and Education

West Bengal

96

Shri Raghupat Singh
(Posthumous)

Others - Agriculture

Uttar Pradesh

97

Shri Raghuveer Tukaram Khedkar

Art

Maharashtra

98

Shri Rajastapathi Kaliappa
Goundar

Art

Tamil Nadu

99

Shri Rajendra Prasad

Medicine

Uttar Pradesh

Shri Rama Reddy Mamidi
(Posthumous)

Others - Animal
Husbandry

Telangana

Shri Ramamurthy Sreedher

Others - Radio
Broadcasting

Delhi

Shri Ramchandra Godbole and
Ms. Suneeta Godbole (Duo)*

Medicine

Chhattisgarh

Shri Ratilal Borisagar

Literature and Education

Gujarat

Shri Rohit Sharma

Sports

Maharashtra

Ms. S G Susheelamma

Social Work

Karnataka

Shri Sangyusang S Pongener

Art

Nagaland

Sant Niranjan Dass

Others - Spiritualism

Punjab
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108

Shri Sarat Kumar Patra

Art

Odisha

109

Shri Saroj Mandal

Medicine

West Bengal

110

Shri Satish Shah (Posthumous)

Art

Maharashtra

111

Shri Satyanarayan Nuwal

Trade and Industry

Maharashtra

112

Ms. Savita Punia

Sports

Haryana

113

Prof. Shafi Shauq

Literature and Education

Jammu and
Kashmir

114

Shri Shashi Shekhar Vempati

Literature and Education

Karnataka

115

Shri Shrirang Devaba Lad

Others - Agriculture

Maharashtra

116

Ms. Shubha Venkatesha lyengar

Science and Engineering

Karnataka

117

Shri Shyam Sundar

Medicine

Uttar Pradesh

118

Shri Simanchal Patro

Art

Odisha

119

Ms. Sivasankari

Literature and Education

Tamil Nadu

120

Dr. Suresh Hanagavadi

Medicine

Karnataka

121

Swami Brahmdev Ji Maharaj

Social Work

Rajasthan

122

Shri T T Jagannathan
(Posthumous)

Trade and Industry

Karnataka

123

Shri Taga Ram Bheel

Art

Rajasthan

124

Shri Tarun Bhattacharya

Art

West Bengal

125

Shri Techi Gubin

Social Work

Arunachal Pradesh

126

Shri Thiruvaarur Bakthavathsalam

Art

Tamil Nadu

127

Ms. Tripti Mukherjee

Art

West Bengal

128

Shri Veezhinathan Kamakoti

Science and Engineering

Tamil Nadu

129

Shri Vempaty Kutumba Sastry

Literature and Education

Andhra Pradesh

130

Shri Vladimer Mestvirishvili
(Posthumous)

Sports

Georgia

131

Shri Yumnam Jatra Singh
(Posthumous)

Art

Manipur

310. How much total liquidity is the RBI injecting into the banking system
through its recent measures?

R3S U=t gTierar vgd & wrend ¥ S Rew A fra & dRaar 1 @1

&?

(a) ¥50,000 crore
(b) 1 lakh crore
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(c) 1.5 lakh crore

(d) X2 lakh crore

(e) X3 lakh crore

Ans.d

Sol. RBI to Inject Over %2 Lakh Crore into Banking System Through Liquidity
Measures

RBI announced liquidity measures to inject over %2 lakh crore (~$23 billion) into the
banking system, using a mix of open market bond purchases, foreign exchange
swaps, and variable rate repo operations.

On January 30, 2026, RBI will conduct a 90-day variable rate repo (VRR) of 325,000
crore, allowing banks to borrow funds at market-determined rates against collateral.
On February 4, 2026, the central bank will carry out a USD/INR buy/sell swap auction
of $10 billion with a tenor of three years, aimed at injecting durable rupee liquidity.
RBI will purchase government securities worth ¥1,00,000 crore through open market
operations in February, in two tranches of 350,000 crore each on February 5 and
February 12.

311. Which state’s power distribution utilities emerged as top performers in the
14th Integrated Rating and Ranking Report by the Power Ministry?

UTaR HATG BT 1431 $ERULS e 3R b1 Rt & < ye=f= 3 areft =1
1 TR faaror gieferdis ®i= &2

(a) Maharashtra

(b) Odisha

(c) Gujarat

(d) Tamil Nadu

(e) Punjab

Ans. c

Sol. Gujarat and Odisha Power Utilities Top This Year's Performance Rankings
Guijarat's power distribution utilities emerged as top performers in the 14th
Integrated Rating and Ranking Report by the Power Ministry, with four Gujarat
discoms in the top 10.

Odisha'’s private power utilities also ranked among the best performers, highlighting
strong performance in both public and private sectors across the country.

Out of 65 evaluated utilities, 31 were rated A+ or A, including 44 state-owned
discoms, 12 private discoms, and 11 power departments, with several utilities from
Punjab, UP, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, West Bengal, Himachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Tamil
Nadu, and Maharashtra showing improvement.

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government

200



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X

»>
ambitiousbaba.com \%)‘M baba Online Test Series

The report pegged discoms’ accumulated losses at Rs. 6.47 trillion and total
borrowings at Rs. 7.26 trillion for FY 2024-25, showing a slight reduction from Rs.
6.91 trillion losses and Rs. 7.58 trillion borrowings in FY 2023-24.

312. India’s rank among 11 countries in historical Al investments between 2010
and 2024 is:

2010 ¥ 2024 % BfagTi® Al 71 & ATHe § YRA 3 11 <=0 | ¥ A1 82

(a) 5th

(b) 6th

(c) 7th

(d) 8th

(e) 9th

Ans.d

Sol. India Ranks 8th Among 11 Countries in Al Investment, WEF Report Reveals

India ranks 8th among 11 countries in terms of historical accumulated investments in
the artificial intelligence (Al) ecosystem between 2010 and 2024, measured as a
percentage of 2024 GDP.

According to the World Economic Forum (WEF) white paper “Rethinking Al
Sovereignty”, India’s Al investments since 2010 accounted for 1.2-1.8% of its 2024
GDP, lower than the US (3.4-5.1%), Singapore (3.1-4.6%), South Korea (2.2-3.3%), and
China (1.7-2.6%).

Countries performing below India include Europe (excluding the UK) and Brazil, while
those above include UAE, Japan, Canada, and the UK; globally, most Al investments
were concentrated in hardware by TSMC and UMC.

313. Who has been appointed as the new Chairman of Indusind Bank?
$SUSS 99 & ¢ IIAT & wU U ford frge forar mar @2

(a) Sunil Mehta

(b) Rakesh Sharma

(c) Aditya Puri

(d) Arijit Basu

(e) Uday Kotak

Ans.d

Sol. Arijit Basu Appointed Chairman of Indusind Bank

Arijit Basu has been appointed as the new Chairman of Indusind Bank, effective
January 31, 2026, succeeding Sunil Mehta after completion of his tenure, with
approval from the RBI.
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He currently serves as an independent director on the boards of Prudential Plc,
Peerless Hospitex and Hospital Research Centre, and CleanMax Enviro Energy
Solutions.

Indusind Bank

e Founded - 7994

e Founder - S.P Hinduja

e Headquarters - Mumbai, Maharashtra,

eMD & CEO — Rajiv Anand

e Tagline - We Make You Feel Richer

314. Indian Railways has deployed a humanoid robot named ‘ASC ARJUN’ at
which railway station, marking a first-of-its-kind initiative to enhance passenger
safety, security, and service delivery?

$feT Yord 7 TR A, R ik afdw foeftadt ot dgar 71 & forg
Tt RE B UGl Ugd DR §U, fh ¥eTd W WX "ASC ARJUN’ AITH HT
ggAATss e anTd famar 82

(a) Chennai Terminal

(b) Visakhapatnam

(c) Mumbai CST

(d) New Delhi

(e) Kolkata Howrah

Ans. b

Sol. Indian Railways Deploys Humanoid Robot ‘ASC ARJUN' at Visakhapatnam
Station to Enhance Passenger Safety

Indian Railways has deployed a humanoid robot named‘/ASC ARJUN" at
Visakhapatnam Railway Station, marking a first-of-its-kind initiative to enhance
passenger safety, security, and service delivery.

ASC ARJUN has been fully designed and developed in Visakhapatnam using home-
grown technology, with a dedicated team working over a year to integrate advanced
systems into daily railway operations.

The robot is equipped with Face Recognition System (FRS) for intrusion detection, Al-
based crowd monitoring, real-time alerts to RPF control rooms, and can make
automated announcements in English, Hindi, and Telugu to guide passengers and
improve safety awareness.

315. International Day of Education is observed annually on 24 January to
recognise the role of education in peace, development, and global progress.
The theme of International Day of Education 2026 is:
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RIS Rign feaw a= A1a 24 F=adt &Y wifq, e Sk Ay wifa # Rran $
T B Uga & forg v et 31 SiaRTg Rian feaw 2026 31 fawa 3:
(a) Education for All

(b) Learning Never Stops

(c) Quality Education for Sustainable Future

(d) The power of youth in co-creating education

(e) Digital Education and Innovation

Ans.d

Sol. 24 January - International Day of Education

International Day of Education is observed annually on 24 January to recognise the
role of education in peace, development, and global progress.

Theme 2026 - The power of youth in co-creating education

The day was proclaimed by the United Nations in 2018 to highlight the importance
of inclusive, equitable, and quality education for all.

316. What type of licence has Payoneer Indiairéceived from the RBI recently?
Payoneer India ﬁ%’lﬁ'{ﬂﬁ RBI ﬁmmaﬂmﬁw%’

(a) Payment Aggregator — Domestic Only

(b) Digital Wallet Provider

(c) Payment Aggregator — Cross Border (PA-CB)

(d) Prepaid Payment Instrument (PPI)

(e) Foreign Exchange Dealer

Ans. c

Sol. Payoneer India Receives RBI In-Principle Approval as Cross-Border Payment
Aggregator

Payoneer India, a subsidiary of Payoneer Global, has received in-principle approval
from the RBI to operate as a Payment Aggregator — Cross Border (PA-CB), enabling it
to facilitate cross-border transactions for merchants.

The approval comes as 19 entities are now fully authorised with a PA-CB licence,
while Payoneer’s global parent is a regulated entity in countries including the US, UK,
Europe, Hong Kong, Japan, Singapore, China, and Australia.

317. The Digital India BHASHINI Division (DIBD) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with which organisation to digitise geographical place
names?

feforea sfEar BHASHINI f&d (DIBD) A HIMifere T A1 ) feforerss s
& fore frg W8 &A1Y MoU faam?

(a) Survey of India

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government

203



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X

»>
ambitiousbaba.com \%)‘M baba Online Test Series

(b) National Remote Sensing Centre

(c) Geological Survey of India

(d) Indian Space Research Organisation

(e) National Informatics Centre

Ans. a

Sol. Digital India BHASHINI Division Signs MoU with Survey of India for Al-Based
Toponym Data Digitisation

Digital India BHASHINI Division (DIBD), MeitY, signed an MoU with the Survey of
India (Sol) to digitise, transcribe, and standardise geographical place names
(toponyms) using Al-based speech and language technologies.

The collaboration aims to create accurate, multilingual, and standardised toponymic
datasets aligned with the National Geospatial Policy, 2022, covering over 16 lakh
locations.

BHASHINI's speech-to-text and language processing capabilities will convert audio
recordings of place names into structured digital text, supporting the Toponymy
Database and integration into national mapping systems.

The initiative will enhance the National Geographical Name Information System
(NGNIS) by enabling efficient processing, validation, and standardisation of
toponymic data in local scripts, Devanagari, Roman, and other formats, ensuring
consistency across maps, digital platforms, and governance systems.

318. During the 5th India—-Namibia Foreign Office Consultations held on
January 19-20, both countries agreed to deepen cooperation.in multiple
strategic sectors. Which of the following sectors was not explicitly mentioned
as part of the discussions?

19-20 G} ®1 AN 5d URa-"ARfifeaT ik srafag wrat & gk, g
321 B3 AP &5 A TEaNT B TERT $I1 W FeHd ge| Rl A @ frw
&3 BT Tdi & YRT & =Y H T FU A Ieaid a1 [T 74T UT?

(a) Health

(b) Defence

(c) Agriculture

(d) Space Technology

(e) Critical Minerals

Ans.d

Sol. India and Namibia Agree to Deepen Cooperation in Defence, Critical Minerals,
and Key Sectors
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India and Namibia held the 5th round of Foreign Office Consultations (FOC) on
January 19-20 to enhance collaboration in health, Digital Public Infrastructure,
agriculture, defence, and critical minerals.

The meeting was co-chaired by Janesh Kain (Joint Secretary, MEA) and Ambassador
Charles Josob (Acting Head, Namibia's Ministry of International Relations and Trade)
and conducted in a cordial and friendly atmosphere.

Both countries reviewed progress from recent high-level exchanges and agreed to
hold the next round of consultations in Windhoek, Namibia, at a mutually convenient
date to further strengthen bilateral cooperation.

319. Who released the book “Chalice of Ambrosia: Ram Janmabhoomi -
Challenge and Response”?

e Sifw THIRMET: I STHYfY - Adw T Ruia Rae &1 faui=H feam
foram

(a) President of India

(b) Prime Minister of India

(c) Union Home Minister

(d) Vice President

(e) Governor of Uttar Pradesh

Ans. d

Sol. Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan Releases Book on Ram Janmabhoomi
Movement

Vice President C. P. Radhakrishnan released the book “Chalice of Ambrosia: Ram
Janmabhoomi — Challenge and Response”, authored by Surendra.Kumar Pachauri, at
the Vice President’s Enclave, New Delhi.

On the occasion, the Vice President described Lord Ram as the soul of the nation,
stating that the Ram Janmabhoomi movement reaffirmed the triumph of dharma,
and linked it to Mahatma Gandhi's concept of Ram Rajya, symbolising justice,
equality, and dignity for all citizens.

320. India recently delivered 7.5 tonnes of life-saving cancer medicines to which
country as part of healthcare cooperation?

YR = WA AT & q8d 7.5 T SHa-1-3&/% $ER aTd fohd 31 1 Hell?

(a) Nepal

(b) Bangladesh

(c) Sri Lanka

(d) Myanmar

(e) Afghanistan
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Ans. e

Sol. India Sends 7.5 Tonnes of Life-Saving Cancer Medicines to Kabul as Part of
Healthcare Cooperation

India delivered 7.5 tonnes of life-saving cancer medicines to Kabul, reinforcing its
humanitarian and healthcare cooperation with Afghanistan.

The medical assistance aims to support cancer patients in Afghanistan and
strengthen access to critical healthcare supplies.

The initiative follows a bilateral meeting in December between Afghanistan’s Public
Health Minister Mawlawi Noor Jalal Jalali and India’s Health Minister JP Nadda to
enhance healthcare cooperation between the two countries.

321. Tata Communications has appointed Ganesh Lakshminarayanan as the
Managing Director and CEO-Designate of which company?

TTET RIS = TR ARV B fh HU=T BT AR ST 3R
CEO-Designate ﬁ'gﬂ?[ frar g2
(a) Tata Consultancy Services
(b) Tata Digital Limited
(c) Tata Elxsi
(d) Tata Tele Services
(e) Tata Communications Limited
Ans. e
Sol. Tata Communications Appoints Ganesh Lakshminarayanan as MD and CEO-
Designate
Tata Communications has appointed Ganesh Lakshminarayanan as Managing
Director and Chief Executive Officer-Designate of Tata Communications Limited.
He brings over 30 years of international management experience, having worked
with multinational corporations, B2B start-ups, and Indian enterprises.
Prior to this role, he served as MD and Group Vice President for ServiceNow India &
SAARC, and earlier was CEO of Airtel Business and Airtel’s Enterprise Business unit.
Recent Appointments
e BJP National President - Nitin Nabin (Youngest45)
o Central Vigilance Commissioner - Praveen Vashista
o Chief Justice of Meghalaya High Court - Justice Revati Mohite Dere (First
Woman)
Chief Justice of the Kerala High Court - Justice Soumen Sen
Chairman of Council for Leather Exports (CLE) - Ramesh Kumar Juneja
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322. The NeSDA Way Forward for States/UTs — December 2025 report, released
by the Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DARPG),
primarily aims to assess which of the following aspects of governance?

NeSDA Way Forward (fGHaR 2025) f¥uld, forg w=maf~e JuR vd die Riema
fIUTT (DARPG) GRT W} 54T 74T 8, YT U T A & {57 Ugq &1 e
Bl 82

(a) Financial inclusion performance of States/UTs

(b) Ease of Doing Business reforms

(c) Implementation status of Smart Cities Mission

(d) Status, coverage, and quality of e-service delivery across States/UTs

(e) Performance of Panchayati Raj Institutions

Ans.d

Sol. Govt releases 32nd NeSDA Way Forward Monthly Report for States/UTs

The Department of Administrative Reforms & Public Grievances (DARPG) released the
32nd edition of the NeSDA Way Forward report (December 2025), providing a
comprehensive overview of e-service delivery across States and Union Territories.

As per the report, 24,090 e-services are being delivered across States/UTs, with the
Local Governance & Utility Services sector accounting for the highest share (8,656
services); additionally, 156 new e-services were added in November 2025.

21 States/UTs achieved over 90% saturation of 59 mandatory e-services, while portals
such as Assam (Sewa Setu), J&K (e-UNNAT), Karnataka (Seva Sindhu), Odisha (Odisha
One), MP (MP e-Service), Uttarakhand (Apuni Sarkar) and Kerala (e-Sevanam) provide
100% services.

The report highlights best practices from Central Government portals, city-level
digital platforms (notably Puducherry and Guwahati municipalities), and presents
AAKLAN parameter-wise insights on five assessment parameters for State/UT Unified
Service Delivery Portals.

323. The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) signed an
MoU with which organisation to strengthen vocational education and training?

DI fapT MR IAMET HATTT (MSDE) 3 TGRS fRI&m 3R ufRrerr
AoIgd H3 & A {59 JTe & J1Y Mou fHaT @2

(a) World Bank

(b) UNESCO

(c) International Labour Organization

(d) World Economic Forum

(e) OECD

Ans. d
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Sol. MSDE Signs Landmark MoU with World Economic Forum to Strengthen India’s
TVET and Skills Ecosystem

The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship (MSDE) signed a landmark
MoU with the World Economic Forum (WEF) to deepen cooperation in skill
development, vocational education, and training.

The MoU aims to strengthen India’s Technical and Vocational Education and Training
(TVET) ecosystem by aligning skilling initiatives with industry needs and global
economic demands.

Under the agreement, MSDE and WEF will launch a Skills Accelerator in India, a multi-
stakeholder platform to identify, scale, and accelerate innovative skilling solutions
and public—private partnerships.

The collaboration builds on momentum from India’s participation in the 55th WEF
Annual Meeting held in Davos-Klosters, Switzerland (January 2025), marking a new
phase in India-WEF cooperation.

324. President Droupadi Murmu inaugurated the Granth Kutir at Rashtrapati
Bhavan, housing around 50 manuscripts and 2,300.books in 11 Indian classical
languages covering subjects like epics, philosophy, science, history, governance,
devotional literature, and the Constitution. Which national initiative is Granth
Kutir aligned with for preserving and digitising India’s manuscript heritage?
rgufa studt g = Igufa vas & 3y $fex #1 Sgure foa, o 11 yrdi
I YT § ST 50 Uigfafuai ofiv 2,300 fFard g, o g, 93i=,
fam, sfoema, wmam, wiss Wit ok Sfdum 99 fawg mfdra 81 wRa &
uigfafl favrera ) WRfam ok fsfrerse 37 & fg du oy fra wfa wear @
1 %2

(a) National Digital Library Mission

(b) Gyan Bharatam Mission

(c) Manuscript Preservation Initiative

(d) Rashtriya Granth Mission

(e) Digital India Mission

Ans. d

Sol. President Droupadi Murmu Inaugurates Granth Kutir at Rashtrapati Bhavan to
Promote India’s Classical Languages

President Droupadi Murmu inaugurated the Granth Kutir at Rashtrapati Bhavan,
housing around 50 manuscripts and 2,300 books in 11 Indian classical languages
covering subjects like epics, philosophy, science, history, governance, devotional
literature, and the Constitution.
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The Granth Kutir aims to enhance awareness of India’s rich cultural and literary
heritage, promote the spirit of unity in diversity, and support the preservation and
promotion of classical languages through universities, libraries, and youth
engagement.

Developed under the Gyan Bharatam Mission, the initiative is a collaborative effort
involving the central and state governments, universities, research institutions,
cultural organisations, and individual donors, focusing on digitising and
disseminating India’s manuscript heritage.

325. Who has been selected for the Subhas Chandra Bose National Award for
Disaster Management 2026 in the individual category?

SfeRrTe Aoft # JUIY = T AT 3TUST Tee [REPR 2026 & forg fobd gm
T 8?

(a) Lt. Colonel Sita Ashok Shelke

(b) Shri Piyush Pandey

(c) Ms. Alka Yagnik

(d) Shri Dharmendra Singh Deol

(e) Shri V S Achuthanandhan

Ans. a

Sol. Lieutenant Colonel Sita Ashok Shelke, Sikkim Disaster Authority Honoured with
Subhas Chandra Bose National Award 2026

Lieutenant Colonel Sita Ashok Shelke has been awarded the Subhas Chandra Bose
National Award for Disaster Management 2026 in the individual category for her
exceptional contributions in disaster management.

The Sikkim State Disaster Management Authority has been selected for the award in
the institutional category.

These awards honour outstanding efforts in disaster preparedness, response, and
resilience, recognising exemplary contributions across India.

326. National Tourism Day is observed every year in India on which date?
HRA H 8¥ 91a1 AN we fiaw fora ariia &t w=man e 32

(a) 24 January

(b) 25 January

(c) 26 January

(d) 27 January

(e) 28 January

Ans. b

Sol. 25 January - National Tourism Day
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National Tourism Day is observed every year on 25 January to highlight the
importance of tourism in India’s economic growth and cultural exchange.

Theme 2026 - Rural and Community Centric Tourism

The day aims to promote sustainable, responsible and inclusive tourism, encouraging
people to explore India’s rich heritage and natural diversity.

327. The 7th India International Seaweed Expo & Summit will be held in which
city?

791 $$a1 SeeARAT Hidis Teul 3R e fFa 2e & grm?

(a) Kochi

(b) Chennai

(c) Thiruvananthapuram

(d) Mumbai

(e) Visakhapatnam

Ans. a

Sol. Kochi to Host Global Seaweed Expo and Summit on January 29-30.

The 7th India International Seaweed Expo & Summit will be held on January 29-30 at
ICAR-CMFRI, bringing together global experts, policymakers, industry leaders,
investors and entrepreneurs.

Delegates from countries including the US, Russia, Australia, France, Maldives,
Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Tanzania will discuss the economic, nutritional and
environmental potential of seaweed, highlighting it as a sunrise sector for India.

The two-day event is being organised by the Indian Chamber of Commerce (ICC) in
collaboration with CMFRI and CSIR-CSMCRI, with participation expected from senior
officials of central government departments.

328. National Voters’ Day is observed every year on 25 January to mark the
foundation day of the Election Commission of India (ECI). What is the theme of
National Voters’ Day 2026?

YR & TG TN (ECI) & RITYHT f&ad ) T9H & T 8% A1e 25 Sast dt
TP AagrdT faaw 71T STl 3 | AP ATl faaw 2026 o1 Ha 1 32

(a) Every Vote Matters

(b) Power of Democracy

(c) My India, My Vote

(d) Vote for a Better Nation
(e) Democracy First

Ans. c

Sol. 25 National Voters' Day
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National Voters' Day is observed every year on 25 January to mark the foundation
day of the Election Commission of India (ECI).

The day aims to encourage, facilitate and maximise enrolment of voters, especially
new and young voters, across the country.

The theme for NVD 2026 is "My India, My Vote”, with the tagline “Citizen at the Heart
of Indian Democracy

329. Recently, where was the rare worm-like amphibian Gegeneophis valmiki
discovered?

T 8 #, gy Y 9 IUTER AN aifrst &1 @ie wel 3t 18 A2

(a) Eastern Ghats

(b) Himalayas

(c) Northern Western Ghats

(d) Sundarbans

(e) Nilgiri Hills

Ans. c

Sol. Indian Scientists Discover Rare Worm-Like Amphibian ‘Gegeneophis valmiki’ in
Northern Western Ghats

Indian scientists discovered a rare worm-like amphibian, Gegeneophis valmiki, in the
northern Western Ghats, marking the first addition to its genus in over a decade.
Gegeneophis valmiki is a caecilian, a limbless, blind amphibian that lives mostly
underground, with eyes covered by bone and skin, making it nearly invisible.

330. Which company conducted the first-ever medical.evacuation mission from
the International Space Station (ISS)?

' WY WM (ISS) | Ugar Afswa saagueH fARm few wu-i 1 fear
Yr?

(a) Blue Origin

(b) Boeing

(c) SpaceX

(d) Roscosmos

(e) Arianespace

Ans. c

Sol. SpaceX Completes First-Ever Medical Evacuation from ISS

SpaceX, led by Elon Musk, successfully conducted the first-ever medical evacuation
mission from the International Space Station (ISS), safely returning four astronauts to
Earth.
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The returning crew included NASA astronauts Zena Cardman and Mike Fincke, JAXA
astronaut Kimiya Yui, and Roscosmos cosmonaut Oleg Platonov, who landed aboard
SpaceX's Dragon capsule off the coast of San Diego, USA.

The astronauts concluded a 167-day mission, travelling nearly 71 million miles and
completing over 2,670 orbits around Earth, returning earlier than scheduled due to
medical reasons.

331. Where was the 5th LG Cup Ice Hockey Championship held in Ladakh?
A5G U 59 LG $Y 35T Sid| ATUTAIRIT BT AT Hal g3iT?

(a) Leh Ice Stadium

(b) Nubra Valley Ice Ground

(c) Biamathang Ice Hockey Ground, Kargil

(d) Pangong Ice Arena

(e) Tso Moriri Ice Field

Ans. c

Sol. ITBP Clinches Title at 5th LG Cup Ice Hockey Championship in Kargil, Ladakh
The 5th LG Cup Ice Hockey Championship concluded at the Biamathang Ice Hockey
Ground, Kargil, Ladakh.

ITBP won the men’s final by defeating the Ladakh Scouts team of the Indian Army.

332. Which Indian Naval Sailing Vessel recently reached Muscat, strengthening
India-Oman ties?

DI T URAH AP UTer T8To 8Td 81 § ARbe Ugdl, ol HIRd-SNu "aei
B AT BT 82

(a) INSV Tarini

(b) INSV Mhadei

(c) INS Arihant

(d) INS Vikrant

(e) INSV Kaundinya

Ans. e

Sol. Indian Naval Vessel INSV Kaundinya Reaches Muscat, Marking 70 Years of India-
Oman Diplomatic Ties

The Indian Naval Sailing Vessel (INSV) Kaundinya reached Port Sultan Qaboos,
Muscat, completing its maiden voyage from Porbandar, India, strengthening India-
Oman ties.

The vessel is a traditionally built stitched sail ship, inspired by a 5th-century ship
depicted in Ajanta Caves paintings, and is named after the legendary Indian mariner
Kaundinya.
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The visit coincides with the 70th anniversary of diplomatic relations between India
and Oman, highlighting historical and cultural maritime connections.

333. Which Indian Fintech Company has received NPCI approval to operate as a
Third-Party Application Provider under the UPI framework?

P A RGN fPae® Hut B UPI ThHaS & d8d Ys-UTd] TS Tarss?
& U HTH H & fore NPCl 3 Hepdt firedt 82

(a) Paytm

(b) ZET

(c) PhonePe

(d) Google Pay

(e) BharatPe

Ans. b

Sol. ZET Gets NPCI Nod to Launch UPI Payments on RuPay Credit Cards

ZET, an Indian fintech firm, has received NPCl approval to operate as a Third-Party
Application Provider under the UPI framework:

Following this approval, ZET has launched ZET UPI, allowing users to make UPI
payments using RuPay credit cards issued through its platform.

The transaction processing and technology infrastructure for ZET UPI is powered by
Juspay, ensuring secure and smooth digital payments.

334. Which nuclear reactor was restarted at Japan’s Kashiwazaki-Kariwa plant
in 2026, marking nearly 15 years since the Fukushima,disaster?

ST & SRS -Bar wWie § 2026 H S A1 Fiaaas Reges fhe 9 arq
o T4, St GHRAT STUST & T U 15 AT TG 87

(a) Reactor No. 4

(b) Reactor No. 5

(c) Reactor No. 6

(d) Reactor No. 7

(e) Reactor No. 8

Ans. c

Sol. Japan Restarts Reactor at World's Largest Kashiwazaki—Kariwa Nuclear Plant After
15 Years

Japan restarted Reactor No. 6 at the Kashiwazaki—Kariwa nuclear plant, the world's
largest nuclear power plant, nearly 15 years after the Fukushima nuclear disaster led
to a nationwide shutdown of reactors.
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The Kashiwazaki—Kariwa plant is located northwest of Tokyo, and the reactor restart
was delayed by one day due to an alarm malfunction, with commercial operations
expected to begin next month.

Before 2011, nuclear energy contributed about 30% of Japan'’s electricity, and the
country had planned to increase this share to around 50% by 2030, highlighting the
importance of nuclear power in Japan’'s energy strategy.

335. Gulfood 2026, the world’s largest annual food and beverage exhibition,
will be held from January 26-30, 2026, making history as the first exhibition to
operate simultaneously across two mega venues—Dubai World Trade Centre
and Dubai Exhibition Centre, Expo City Dubai—with India as the partner
country for the first time. Which country has been named the partner country
for Gulfood 2026 for the first time?

TGS 2026, GHAT DI TG goI qTYS WTel 3R T USRI+, 26-30 TG, 2026
B JTAIford St SATTH, S G AN RIFI-gas acs ¢ e IR gag e og,
Tul ¥ gag- W U 91y Haifed i arelt ugelt Wel & U | sfaga
AT, fora® WRd Ugelt IR HTfiGR ¢ gRI L fhs &=1 31 Ugelt IR TehS 2026
& forg wrfier =1 fdra fsan man &2

(a) Saudi Arabia

(b) United States

(c) Egypt

(d) India

(e) Turkey

Ans.d

Sol. Gulfood 2026 Makes History in Dubai, India Named Partner Country for First
Time

Gulfood 2026, the world's largest annual food and beverage exhibition, will be held
from January 26-30, 2026, making history as the first exhibition to operate
simultaneously across two mega venues—Dubai World Trade Centre and Dubai
Exhibition Centre, Expo City Dubai—with India as the partner country for the first
time.

India’s participation marks a major milestone with 161 exhibitors, a doubled Indian
pavilion, and the Bharati Pavilion by APEDA, showcasing export-ready agri-food and
agri-tech startups, including eight high-potential startups selected from over 100
applicants.

Gulfood 2026 spans over 2.8 lakh sq metres across both venues, featuring 8,500+
exhibitors, 1.5 million products from 195 countries, and a strong focus on
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sustainability, innovation, and future food systems, recording a 100% expansion in a
single year.

336. The 25th edition of Bharat Rang Mahotsav (BRM) 2026, organised by the
National School of Drama (NSD), will be held during which period?

red faemerd (NSD) SIRT ST HRd 11 HEIId (BRM) 2026 HT 2537
G ford Srafy & R smaifora fasa smeem?
(a) January 10 - February 5, 2026
(b) January 20 - February 15, 2026
(c) January 27 - February 20, 2026
(d) February 1 - February 28, 2026
(e) January 15 - March 1, 2026
Ans. c
Sol. NSD to Host 25th Bharat Rang Mahotsav 2026 Across 40 Locations
National School of Drama (NSD) will organise the 25th Bharat Rang Mahotsav (BRM)
2026 from January 27 to February 20, across 40 locations in India, featuring
productions from all seven continents, making it the largest and most inclusive
edition ever.
The festival will present 277 Indian productions (136 selected/invited), 12
international productions, and performances in 228 Indian and foreign languages
and dialects, selected from 817 national and 34 international applications,
highlighting unparalleled linguistic diversity.
BRM 2026 significantly expands its cultural reach by including tribal, endangered, and
regional languages, adding new centres in remote regions.like Ladakh, Andaman &
Nicobar, Lakshadweep, Mizoram, Meghalaya, Assam, Himachal Pradesh, and Haryana,
and showcasing theatre in far-flung areas.
For the first time, productions by transgender communities, sex workers, senior
citizens, and other underrepresented groups will be included, alongside themed
festivals, seminars, workshops, Theatre Bazaar, book launches, and collaborations
with national and international cultural institutions, reinforcing the festival's inclusive
and democratic spirit.

337. Government e-Marketplace (GeM) signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with which organisation to strengthen MSME participation in
public procurement?

WHRI §-ATHewd (GeM) = Ufids @G § MSME @t YRTIGRY &I Holgd &1 &

g fFe TS & ITY JHSIGT JTUT (MoU) TR IR fpu?
(a) FICCI
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(b) ClI

(c) World Trade Centre

(d) ASSOCHAM

(e) NITI Aayogs

Ans. c

Sol. GeM and WTC Mumbai Sign MoU to Boost MSME Participation and Global
Outreach in Public Procurement

Government e-Marketplace (GeM) and World Trade Centre (WTC) Mumbai signed an
MoU to enhance outreach and strengthen MSME participation in public
procurement.

The partnership will promote inclusive access for startups, women entrepreneurs, and
small enterprises, focusing on capacity building, supplier outreach, and knowledge
sharing in areas like Al, sustainability, and green procurement.

GeM officials highlighted that with over one crore registered users, the collaboration
aims to improve global visibility, market access, and make GeM a globally
benchmarked digital procurement platform, supporting Atmanirbhar Bharat.

About GeM

eGovernment e-Marketplace (GeM) is India's national public procurement portal.
eLaunched on August 9, 2016, by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

338. Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the PM SVANidhi Credit Card
during his visit to Kerala. The launch took place in which city, highlighting the
government’s focus on financial inclusion for informal sector workers?

YA A% A A 30" Bd gR & R Ned WY shfse $1s @l faar|
g di-g o g% T ga, oY SFuaTie 8= & gt & forg faxiig Juase w
PR & BIHd Bl JANR BT 62

(a) Kochi

(b) Kozhikode

(c) Thiruvananthapuram

(d) Kollam

(e) Thrissur

Ans. c

Sol. PM Modi Launches PM SVANidhi Credit Card, Flags Off Multiple Amrit Bharat
Trains in Kerala

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the PM SVANidhi Credit Card during his visit
to Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala.

The credit card aims to benefit street vendors, hawkers, and footpath workers by
providing easy access to formal credit across India.
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During the visit, the PM flagged off multiple trains, including Thiruvananthapuram-—
Tambaram, Nagercoil-Mangaluru, Thiruvananthapuram North—Charlapalli Amrit
Bharat Express, and the Thrissur—Guruvayur Passenger train.
About Kerala

e Capital - Thiruvananthapuram
e Chief Minister — Pinarayi Vijayan
eGovernor - Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar

339. Who became the first woman CRPF officer from Rajouri to lead an all-male
CRPF contingent at the Republic Day Parade?

TSINT B ggelt Afgar CRPF SfUdRY S =il gl o faaw uvs & @it avg
¥ YUl aTell CRPF gh el &I Aqed fdar?
(a) Pooja Singh
(b) Simran Bala
(c) Ritu Sharma
(d) Parul Tyagi
(e) Anjali Gupta
Ans. b
Sol. Simran Bala Becomes First Woman CRPF Officer from Rajouri
Simran Bala, a 26-year-old Assistant Commandant, became the first woman CRPF
officer from Rajouri Jammu & Kashmir) to lead an all-male CRPF marching
contingent at the 77th Republic Day Parade on Kartavya Path.
Breaking Barriers: Her leadership at the national parade marks a significant milestone
for women in central armed police forces, inspiring greater gender inclusion in
uniformed services.
About Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)

o Headquarters- New Delhi

e Formation - 27 July 1939

e Motto- Service and Loyalty

e Director General- Gyanendra Pratap Singh

340. According to the World Economic Forum (WEF) white paper “Rethinking Al
Sovereignty”, India was placed at which position among 11 countries based on
their historical accumulated investments in the artificial intelligence (Al)
ecosystem between 2010 and 2024, calculated as a percentage of their 2024
GDP?

08 SPHITUS B (WEF) F FT5¢ TR "HRIfHT Al IiaRf=dt & GUR, 2010
3R 2024 & 9 nféfhlRraa Sefermiv (Al) HIRMeH # 391% Uaeiue oo
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A% & MR WR, o 37% 2024 & GDP F Ufa=Id & U § Sapae foar T
YT, 11 3N | HIRT DI DI A1 Troi= fHedt?

(a) 5th

(b) 6th

(c) 7th

(d) 8th

(e) 9th

Ans.d

Sol. India Ranks 8th in Global Al Investment: WEF White Paper

India ranked 8th among 11 countries in terms of historical accumulated investments
in the Al ecosystem (2010-2024) as a percentage of 2024 GDP, according to a WEF
white paper.

The US and Singapore led the rankings, with Al investments at 3.4-5.1% and 3.1-
4.6% of GDP, respectively, followed by South Korea and China.

India's accumulated Al investments since 2010 stood at 1.2-1.8% of its 2024 GDP,
placing it above Europe (excluding the UK) and Brazil, but below UAE, Japan, Canada,
and the UK.

The report noted that global Al investments are heavily skewed towards hardware,
largely driven by just two companies—TSMC and UMC.

341. The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) has
constituted a high-level committee named the Strategic Asset Allocation and
Risk Governance (SAARG) panel to review*and modernise the investment
framework of the National Pension System (NPS).. Who has been appointed as
the Chairperson of this SAARG committee?

T %S WAed! US Saaude AYMRdl (PFRDA) A ARMd U RIRed (NPS) &
TAveic Phuad B Tt IR I YRS TR H RIT QIR T TAHTH
TS R 199 (SAARG) U9d ATH F1 TP BTS-ddd BHC! 99TS 81 59 SAARG
U BT FIRuA fra Frger foear mar @2

(a) Uday Kotak

(b) Nandan Nilekani

(c) Narayan Ramachandran

(d) Deepak Parekh

(e) Chanda Kochhar

Ans. c

Sol. PFRDA Constitutes SAARG Committee to Review and Modernise NPS Investment
Framework
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‘The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) has set up a
high-level committee to review and modernise the investment framework of the
National Pension System (NPS).

The committee, named the Strategic Asset Allocation and Risk Governance (SAARG)
panel, will be chaired by Narayan Ramachandran, former CEO of Morgan Stanley
India and current Chairman of TeamLease Services Ltd.

The SAARG committee will review existing NPS investment guidelines, benchmark
them against global pension systems, and align them with India’s evolving
investment landscape.

342. Who has been appointed as the head coach of the senior Indian women'’s
football team by the All India Football Federation (AIFF)?
3Tt EFSUT Pediad SR (AIFF) §RT R URH Afgdl pedld ¢ &8s
o fra e fear man g2
(a) Igor Stimac
(b) Thomas Dennerby
(c) Maymol Rocky
(d) Sunil Chhetri
(e) Amelia Valverde
Ans. e
Sol. Amelia Valverde Appointed Head Coach of Senior Indian Women'’s Football Team
The All India Football Federation (AIFF) has appointed Amelia Valverde of Costa Rica
as the head coach of the senior Indian women'’s football team.
Immediate Assignment: She has joined the Indian camp in Antalya, Turkiye, where the
Blue Tigresses are preparing for the AFC Women'’s Asian Cup Australia 2026,
scheduled for March.
Recent Appointments
e MD and CEO of Tata Communications - Ganesh Lakshminarayanan
e BJP National President - Nitin Nabin (Youngest45)
e Central Vigilance Commissioner - Praveen Vashista
Chief Justice of Meghalaya High Court - Justice Revati Mohite Dere (First
Woman)
Chief Justice of the Kerala High Court - Justice Soumen Sen

343. Indian Air Force Group Captain and astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla has been
awarded the Ashok Chakra, India’s highest peacetime gallantry award, for his
exceptional service. The Ashok Chakra was awarded to Shubhanshu Shukla in
recognition of his service, including his role in which space mission?
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YR a1g A1 & YU P 3N 3iafves ari YU o B ST SRATLROT AT
¥ fore YRa & ot RifdeTela dRal RIPR 3RS I A I f5ar mar gl
Y] T 1 b siafver iR o 39t YfreT afgd 3@t 9ar & e s=ne
b U foar mar

(a) Gaganyaan Mission

(b) Chandrayaan-3

(c) Axiom Mission

(d) Artemis Mission

(e) Shukrayaan Mission

Ans. c

Sol. IAF Group Captain and Astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla Awarded Ashok Chakra at
77th Republic Day Parade

Indian Air Force Group Captain and astronaut Shubhanshu Shukla has been awarded
the Ashok Chakra, India’s highest peacetime gallantry award, for his exceptional
service.

The honour recognises his significant role, including participation in the Axiom
Mission to the International Space Station (ISS), marking a milestone in India’s space
and defence achievements.

President Droupadi Murmu conferred the award during the 77th Republic Day
Parade.

342. On the eve of the 77th Republic Dayghow many Armed Forces personnel
were approved for gallantry awards by President Droupadi Murmu?

774 Torea fogw @t gd de w, wgufa Siud) 7 A v TR 9l & wrar ot
R REBRY F g wegdt &

(a) 50

(b) 60

(c) 70

(d) 80

(e) 90

Ans. c

Sol. President Droupadi Murmu Approves Gallantry Awards for 70 Armed Forces
Personnel on 77th Republic Day Eve

President Smt Droupadi Murmu approved gallantry awards for 70 Armed Forces
personnel, including six posthumous recognitions, on the eve of the 77th Republic
Day.

The awards include 1 Ashok Chakra, 3 Kirti Chakras, 13 Shaurya Chakras (including 1
posthumous), 1 Bar to Sena Medal (Gallantry), 44 Sena Medals (Gallantry) (including
5 posthumous), 6 Nao Sena Medals (Gallantry), and 2 Vayu Sena Medals (Gallantry).
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These awards honour the exceptional courage, sacrifice, and gallantry of personnel
from the Indian Army, Navy, and Air Force.
President Droupadi Murmu Approves Gallantry Awards for 70 Armed Forces
Personnel on 77th Republic Day Eve
President Smt Droupadi Murmu approved gallantry awards for 70 Armed Forces
personnel, including six posthumous recognitions, on the eve of the 77th Republic
Day.
The awards include 1 Ashok Chakra, 3 Kirti Chakras, 13 Shaurya Chakras (including 1
posthumous), 1 Bar to Sena Medal (Gallantry), 44 Sena Medals (Gallantry) (including
5 posthumous), 6 Nao Sena Medals (Gallantry), and 2 Vayu Sena Medals (Gallantry).
These awards honour the exceptional courage, sacrifice, and gallantry of personnel
from the Indian Army, Navy, and Air Force.
Kirti Chakra Recipients

e |AF officer and astronaut Group Captain Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair

e Major Arshdeep Singh of.1 Assam Rifles

e Naib Subedar Doleshwar Subba of 2 Para (SF)

343. Which Indian state has announced 2026 as the "Year of Agriculture?
g YR a7 2026 Y F af Gifta fFar 32
(a) Uttar Pradesh
(b) Maharashtra
(c) Madhya Pradesh
(d) Rajasthan
(e) Karnataka
Ans. c
Sol. Madhya Pradesh to Observe 2026 as "Year of Agriculture’ Under "Prosperous
Farmers — Prosperous State” Vision
Madhya Pradesh will observe 2026 as the "Year of Agriculture’, announced by
Governor Mangubhai Patel during the 77th Republic Day function in Bhopal.
Under the theme "Prosperous Farmers — Prosperous State”, a 10-point agricultural
development model has been adopted, focusing on technology transfer, income
growth, natural farming, marketing, exports, innovation, and digital transparency.
About Madhya Pradesh

e Capital - Bhopal

o Chief Minister — Dr Mohan Yadav (replace Shivraj Singh Chauhan)

o Deputy CM - Jagdish Devda & Rajendra Shukla

e Governor - Mangubhai C. Patel
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344. Who will inaugurate the first phase of Assam'’s largest multi-sports

stadium in Dibrugarh?

fETe # oRIW & TN 98 Ul-WIdH WRfSUH & Ugd wRUT &7 3guTed BIF
B

(a) Narendra Modi

(b) Himanta Biswa Sarma

(c) Nitin Gadkari

(d) Rajnath Singh

(e) Amit Shah

Ans. e

Sol. Amit Shah to Inaugurate Assam'’s Largest Multi-Sports Stadium in Dibrugarh on
January 30

Union Home Minister Amit Shah will inaugurate the first phase of Assam'’s largest
multi-sports stadium in Dibrugarh, marking a key step in the state’s sports
infrastructure development.

Built at Khanikar, Dibrugarh at a cost of Rs 233 crore, the stadium spans 104 bighas,
has a 35,000 seating capacity, and is designed to host national and international
sporting events, positioning Dibrugarh as a future sports hub in Northeast India.
The multi-disciplinary stadium will offer world-class amenities for athletes, promote
grassroots and professional sports development, and stimulate economic growth
through sports tourism and allied services.

345. Which Indian Coast Guard ships arrived at the Port of Colombo for an
official visit?

AP IR P T el TGTME W URAIY &P 96 P I F ST Uga?
(a) ICGS Vijaya and ICGS Sarang

(b) ICGS Varaha and ICGS Atulya

(c) ICGS Samrat and ICGS Shaurya

(d) ICGS Sagardhwani and ICGS Sujeet

(e) ICGS Rajput and ICGS Tejas

Ans. b

Sol. ICGS Varaha & Atulya arrive at Port of Colombo for official visit

Indian Coast Guard ships ICGS Varaha and ICGS Atulya arrived at the Port of
Colombo for an official visit.

ICGS Varaha, a 96.2-meter Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV), is commanded by
Commandant Ashvini Kumar, while ICGS Atulya, a 50-meter Fast Patrol Vessel, is
under Commandant Anit Kumar Mishra.

The visiting ships will participate in exercises with the Sri Lanka Coast Guard, aiming
to enhance professional interaction and bilateral maritime cooperation.
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346. Which country has replaced Bangladesh in the ICC Men’s T20 World Cup
2026?

ICC I¥Y T20 f3y ®7 2026 H qiveTeRT o1 o718 fpa e i 8

(a) Ireland

(b) Scotland

(c) Afghanistan

(d) Netherlands

(e) Nepal

Ans. b

Sol. Scotland Replaces Bangladesh in ICC Men'’s T20 World Cup 2026 Scheduled in
India

The International Cricket Council (ICC) announced that Scotland will replace
Bangladesh in the ICC Men'’s T20 World Cup 2026 after Bangladesh declined to play
according to the official schedule.

The T20 World Cup 2026 will be held in India from 7 February to 8 March 2026,
featuring international teams competing across multiple venues.

347. Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL) is set to sign a term contract
with which company to source crude oil?

YR Ueiferan SIURR fefiids (BPCL) F=lT dd WRigH & fore fvd Su-t & a1y
<H Picae A3 HA aTat 82

(a) Shell

(b) ExxonMobil

(c) Petrobras

(d) TotalEnergies

(e) Chevron

Ans. ¢

Sol. BPCL to Sign $780 Million Crude Oil Deal with Brazil's Petrobras at India Energy
Week 2026

Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd (BPCL) to sign a term contract with Brazil's
Petrobras to source 12 million barrels of crude oil, valued at around $780 million.
The agreement will be formalised during India Energy Week (IEW) 2026, which will
take place in Goa from January 27 to 30.

BPCL's overseas arm, Bharat PetroResources Ltd (BPRL), will also sign an MoU with
Shell for potential collaboration in global exploration.
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348. Which company is starting the second phase of construction of the
Vizhinjam International Seaport in Kerala?

P | fafsom gevzea daé & fAafor &1 gt @ &9 @ Sl IR w1
w e

(a) DP World

(b) Adani Port Pvt Ltd

(c) Essar Ports

(d) Mumbai Port Trust

(e) Cochin Port Trust

Ans. b

Sol. Adani to Begin ¥9,700-Crore Phase 2 of Vizhinjam Port

Adani Vizhinjam Port Pvt Ltd (AVPPL) will begin Phase 2 construction of the Vizhinjam
International Seaport in Kerala, with an investment of 29,700 crore, expected to be
completed by 2028.

Phase 2 will increase the port's capacity from 1 million TEUs to 5 million TEUs,
significantly expanding container handling capabilities.

Phase 1 involved an investment of about 28,867 crore, and the inauguration of
Phase 2 will be led by Kerala CM Pinarayi Vijayan, with Union Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal as chief guest.

349. According to the UNCTAD 2025 report, FDI inflows to India surged
significantly due to large investments in'services like finance, IT, and R&D, as
well as manufacturing, supported by government policies to integrate India
into global supply chains. What was the total value of FDI'inflows to India in
2025?

UNCTAD 2025 3 RU¢ & 39, BTsA4, IT 3R R&D ot Afdde & Aqry-amy
AYhaET ¥ 98 gavedc 3R URd $ Taiad Jwrs o § sEhie He- arelt
WHRI Aifadl & FRU YR T FDI 0l | HTH! delasl §51 2025 § YR H FDI
ST 9 Pl g et U2

(a) USD 35 billion

(b) USD 40 billion

(c) USD 47 billion

(d) USD 50 billion

(e) USD 55 billion

Ans. c

Sol. FDI inflows to India surged by 73 per cent to $47 billion in 2025: UN

FDI inflows to India surged 73% to USD 47 billion in 2025, driven mainly by large
investments in services (finance, IT, R&D) and manufacturing, supported by policies
integrating India into global supply chains.
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China’s FDI declined for the third consecutive year, falling 8% to USD 107.5 billion,
while global FDI rose 14% to USD 1.6 trillion in 2025.

A significant portion of global FDI growth came through major financial hubs such as
the UK, Luxembourg, Switzerland, and Ireland, contributing over USD 140 billion.
Cross-border M&A activity fell by 22% to USD 132 billion, except for strong growth
in semiconductors and telecommunications, while international project finance rose
7% to USD 218 billion.

Data centres were a major driver of FDI in 2025, with greenfield investments reaching
USD 125 billion and India ranking among the top 10 recipients, alongside countries
like France, the US, and South Korea.

350. National Geographic Day is observed every year on which date?
A AP S S T A1 {6 ARG B 7741 A7l 32

(a) 25 January

(b) 26 January

(c) 27 January

(d) 28 January

(e) 29 January

Ans. c

Sol. 27 January - National Geographic Day

National Geographic Day is observed every year on 27 January to celebrate the
contributions of geography and geographic knowledge in understanding the Earth.
The day highlights the role of maps, exploration, environmental studies and
geospatial science in human development. It aims to create awareness about natural
resources, climate, biodiversity and sustainable development.

351. International Customs Day is observed every year on which date?
ST W e faaw or et fw arfia =) w=man oirar 82

(a) 25 January

(b) 26 January

(c) 27 January

(d) 28 January

(e) 29 January

Ans. b

Sol. 26 January - International Customs Day

International Customs Day is observed every year on 26 January to recognise the role
of customs administrations in securing international trade and borders.
Theme 2026 -Customs Protecting Society Through Vigilance and Commitment

Best Online Test Series Site for Bank | JAIIB | CAIIB | RRB NTPC | SSC and State Government

225



https://ambitiousbaba.com/
https://test.ambitiousbaba.com/

X

»>
ambitiousbaba.com \%)‘M baba Online Test Series

The day marks the establishment of the World Customs Organization (WCO), which
came into force on 26 January 1953.

352. How much financial assistance has the World Bank approved for the ‘Jal
Sanrakshit Haryana Project’ to make Haryana self-reliant in the water sector?
giarn & o & § AR 911 & fore ‘sia Trféra gfamon e & forg
I%s d 7 forat famfta TgTaan weR 1 82

(a) Rs 4,500 crore

(b) Rs 5,000 crore

(c) Rs 5,500 crore

(d) Rs 5,700 crore

(e) Rs 6,000 crore

Ans. d

Sol. World Bank Approves Rs 5,700 Crore for ‘Jal Sanrakshit Haryana Project’

World Bank approves Rs 5,700 crore for the ‘Jal Sanrakshit Haryana Project’ to make
Haryana self-reliant in the water sector, including restoration of 115 canals with WB
funding, 284 canals from the state budget, and 279 canals through NABARD.
Micro-irrigation systems will be implemented over 70,000 acres of agricultural land
with Rs 900 crore support from the World Bank, along with promotion of sustainable
agriculture practices like crop diversification and direct seeding of rice (Rs 866 crore
assistance).

Treated water from four major sewage treatment plants in Jind, Kaithal, and
Gurugram will be reused to irrigate 28,000 acres, with Rs 600 crore financial support
from the World Bank.

353. Ajit Pawar tragically died in a plane crash near Baramati in Pune district.
Ajit Pawar held which political position in Maharashtra at the time of his death?

gut it & IR & U U faAr= gefedr # orofid UaR @t gag g 81 15|
U g F THY fSrd TR HERTY H fbw Irerifae ug w A

(a) Chief Minister

(b) Governor

(c) Mayor

(d) Deputy Chief Minister

(e) Finance Minister

Ans.d

Sol. Maharashtra Deputy CM Ajit Pawar Dies in Plane Crash Near Baramati
Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Ajit Pawar tragically died in a plane crash near
Baramati in Pune district, when the aircraft he was travelling in caught fire and
crashed while landing.
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Pawar, a key political leader and long-serving Deputy CM, was on his way for public
engagements ahead of local polls.

354. Bharti AXA Life Insurance launches “Swabhimaan Retirement” deferred
annuity plan, offering customers the ability to plan early, lock in current
annuity rates, and secure guaranteed lifetime income, with an Atmanirbhar
option. What is the “Atmanirbhar” option in this plan?

YR TIT A15% SR A "W[IIIH Jar-ghr Srdfira arftfet gierrn aia $t
3, Ol UTg! I TAfR fadeu & ATy wied gieT 91, ada aiftfat &1 3t
AlP P MR ST WR Bt TREIFd 3T Y& B B &HdT U= Heal 81 59
o1 | et R ey w82

(a) Allows customers to withdraw funds in case of emergency

(b) Offers higher interest rates

(c) Provides additional tax benefits

(d) Provides a free health check-up

(e) Extends premium payment term automatically

Ans. a

Sol. Bharti AXA Life Insurance launches deferred annuity “Swabhimaan Retirement”
plan

Bharti AXA Life Insurance launches "Swabhimaan Retirement” deferred annuity plan,
offering customers the ability to plan early, lock in current annuity rates, and secure
guaranteed lifetime income, with an Atmanirbhar option for emergency withdrawals.
The plan provides Premium Payment Terms (2, 3, or 5 years), deferment of up to 7
years, and the option to withdraw part of the surrender value after all premiums are
paid, subject to policy conditions.

355. Which Al tools can now be used to order groceries, food, and make dining
reservations on Swiggy?

Swiggy TR 3(F fF Al g8 BT START FI&b U1, TS TS 3R T3 fRewrdze
T w1 e 32

(a) Siri and Alexa

(b) Watson and Bixby

(c) ChatGPT, Claude, and Google Gemini

(d) Cortana and IBM Watson

(e) Google Assistant only

Ans. c

Sol. Swiggy Integrates Al Tools Like ChatGPT, Claude, and Google Gemini for Grocery,
Food, and Dining Orders
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Swiggy now allows users to order groceries, food, and make dining reservations
through popular Al tools like ChatGPT, Claude, and Google Gemini, with current
transactions supporting cash on delivery.

Model Context Protocol (MCP) integration enables Swiggy Food, Instamart, and
Dineout to interact seamlessly with Al agents, acting as a “universal connector”
standardising APl communication.

Similar pilot projects have been tested by BigBasket, allowing grocery purchases via
ChatGPT using UPI payments, where the Al agent checks the catalogue, presents
options, and completes the order with a single confirmation.

356. The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) has
notified the launch of the ‘NPS Swasthya Pension Scheme’ as a Proof of
Concept (PoC) under its Regulatory Sandbox Framework. Under the Swasthya
Pension Scheme, subscribers over 40 years of age (excluding government
employees) can transfer what'percentage of their contributions from their
Common Scheme Account?

U3 Hs WA U Saaude UTRdt (PFRDA) A 3 W[Aed! Asaied hHadad
& T8d 'NPS WY U QAT $ Y 3T HIAP (PoC) F TR R AT H @1
YU $1 5 | WA U FISHT & 84, 40 AT A WT1GT SH & AoahIgar
(RPN HHATRYT B BISHR) YA DI FBIH HDISC | U TRTGH BT fpa-n
(a) 20%

(b) 25%

(c) 28%

(d) 30%

(e) 35%

Ans.d

Sol. PFRDA Launches NPS Swasthya Pension Scheme As Proof Of Concept For
Medical Expenses

The Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) has notified the
launch of the 'NPS Swasthya Pension Scheme’ as a Proof of Concept (PoC) under its
Regulatory Sandbox Framework.

This innovative sector-specific scheme is designed to integrate health-related
financial support with the existing National Pension System (NPS) architecture. It
allows Indian citizens to voluntarily contribute toward a dedicated fund intended
exclusively for out-patient (OPD) and in-patient (IPD) medical expenses.

The PoC will be managed by Pension Funds (PFs) in collaboration with FinTechs and
Health Benefit Administrators (HBAs) to test operational and technological feasibility.
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Contribution and Fund Management Mechanics

e Corpus Transfers: Subscribers over 40 years of age (excluding Government
sector employees) can transfer up to 30% of their self or employee
contributions from their Common Scheme Account to the Swasthya Account.
Investment Strategy: Contributions will be managed by PFs according to
Multiple Scheme Framework (MSF) investment guidelines.

Mandatory Dual Accounts: Every subscriber must hold a Common Scheme
Account alongside the Swasthya Pension Scheme Account.
Withdrawal and Claim Settlement Protocols

e Partial Withdrawals: Subscribers can withdraw up to 25% of their own
contributions for medical needs once the corpus reaches a minimum of
%50,000. There is no minimum waiting period or limit on the number of
withdrawals.

e Premature Exit: If a single medical instance exceeds 70% of the Swasthya
corpus, a 100% lump sum exit is permitted for treatment.

e Direct Settlement: Payments are remitted directly to the HBA, TPA, or
hospital based on valid invoices, with any surplus returning to the subscriber’s
Common Scheme Account.

What is a “Regulatory Sandbox Framework” in the context of pension reforms?

e A Regulatory Sandbox allows PFRDA to conduct live, limited-scale testing of
new pension products or innovations, such as the Swasthya Pension Scheme,
by relaxing certain regulatory requirements.

o It helps the Authority evaluate the feasibility, risks, and technological readiness
of a product before considering a full-scale national rollout.

357. Which Indian Company signed an MoU with Embraer to establish a
commercial aircraft assembly facility in India?

fra yrRdta Sut 3 URT | aiftrsue faum gt giawur vt w1 & fae
Embraer & |14 MoU WR BII&R ﬁm?

(a) Tata Aerospace

(b) Reliance Defence

(c) Hindustan Aeronautics Limited

(d) Adani Defence & Aerospace

(e) Mahindra Aerospace

Ans. d

Sol. Adani and Embraer Sign MoU to Set Up India’s First Commercial Aircraft
Assembly Line
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Adani Defence & Aerospace and Brazilian aircraft maker Embraer signed an MoU to
establish India’s first commercial aircraft final assembly line (FAL).

Embraer currently operates FALs in the US (Melbourne and Jacksonville, Florida) for
business jets and defence aircraft, and will bring its expertise to India for commercial
aircraft manufacturing.

With India’s civil aviation market rapidly expanding—=800 aircraft in operation and
1,700 on order—Embraer is already in talks with airlines like Star Air, IndiGo, and Air
India for potential future sales and fleet expansion.

358. PM Narendra Modi and European Commission President H.E. Ms Ursula
von der Leyen jointly announced the conclusion of the India-EU Free Trade
Agreement at the 16th India—EU Summit, held during the visit of the European
leaders to India. Under the India-EU FTA, what percentage of items India
exports to the EU will have tariffs dropped?

FUTHET g M) 3R gRIAT ST &Y sremer werafew it SHem afa S AW A
TR 18 ST URT AT & SR SATFiord 164 HRA-39 RRaR 9wias § wgad
U I URA-39 Jod ATUR JHS (FTA) & GHITS St TIY0N St | URA-SG FTA S
d8d, HRd gRT EU &Y Fafa &t o= areft forasit uforsra axgaif w 2w ger foa
SITYIT?

(a) 95%

(b) 50%

(c) 92.5%

(d) 99.5%

(e) 80%

Ans.d

Sol. India—EU Free Trade Agreement Concluded: A Strategic Breakthrough in India’s
Global Trade Engagement

Narendra Modi and European Commission President H.E. Ms Ursula von der Leyen,
jointly announced the conclusion of the India—EU Free Trade Agreement at the 16th
India—EU Summit, held during the visit of the European leaders to India.

The FTA comes after intense negotiations since the re-launch of negotiations in 2022.
India and the EU are the 4th and 2nd largest economies, comprising 25% of Global
GDP, and account for one third of global trade. India has secured unprecedented
market access for more than 99% of Indian exports by trade value to the EU that also
bolsters the ‘Make in India’ initiative.

The European Union is India’s one of the largest trading partner, with bilateral trade
in goods and services growing steadily over the years. In 2024-25, India’s bilateral
trade in goods with the EU stood at INR 11.5 Lakh Crore (USD 136.54 billion) with
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exports worth INR 6.4 Lakh Crore (USD 75.85 billion) and imports amounting to INR
5.1 Lakh Crore (USD 60.68 billion).

The FTA secures expanded and commercially significant commitments from the EU
across key sectors of Indian strength, including IT and IT-enabled services,
professional services, education, financial services, tourism, construction, and other
business sectors.

359. According to the three reports launched by NITI Aayog during the
International Material Recycling Conference (IMRC) at Jaipur, which analysed
challenges and opportunities in India’s circular economy for End-of-Life
Vehicles (ELVs), waste tyres, e-waste, and lithium-ion batteries, the demand for
Lithium-ion batteries in India is projected to increase significantly from 29 GWh
in 2025 to what level by 2035, reflecting the rapid rise of electric vehicles and
digitalisation in the country?

NITI 3TART §RT &1 STqYRY H TSI International Material Recycling
Conference (IMRC) & SR = $1 S o9 Ruiel & 3ER, 817 End-of-Life
Vehicles (ELVs), 3% 2T, §-a% 3R fafiw-3mas sedl & e URd ) I$er
P A gAfaal 3R SrawRi o1 fazeiyvr foam, YRa # ffy- smae st &t
T 2025 T 29 GWh | 2035 9% fHa- GWh TF ¢+ BT A §, T S |
Tafaee areal ok REReaseH 9 ash =t garfar 2

(a) 100 GWh

(b) 158 GWh

(c) 210 GWh

(d) 248 GWh

(e) 300 GWh

Ans.d

Sol. NITI Aayog Launches Reports to Boost Circular Economy for ELVs, E-Waste, Tyres,
and Lithium-ion Batteries

NITI Aayog launched three reports at the Material Recycling Association of India
(MRAI) during the International Material Recycling Conference (IMRC) in Jaipur,
focusing on End-of-Life Vehicles (ELVs), Waste Tyres, E-waste, and Lithium-ion
Batteries.

The reports highlight challenges in India’s circular economy and provide
recommendations for infrastructure development, sector formalisation, strengthening
the Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) framework, and boosting revenue
potential.
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With the rise of electric vehicles and digitalisation, India’s Lithium-ion battery
demand is projected to surge from 29 GWh in 2025 to 248 GWh by 2035, while ELVs
are expected to grow from 23 million in 2025 to 50 million by 2030.

E-waste in India is expected to increase from 6.19 MMT in 2024 to 14 MMT by 2030,
highlighting the urgent need for effective circular economy practices to manage
resources sustainably.

360. Which ministry of the Government of India recently signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Zepto Limited through its Export
Promotion Council to facilitate online access to AYUSH medicines and wellness
products across the country, aiming to strengthen digital discovery while
ensuring quality compliance and consumer trust?

HRd IRPR BT B 9T HATd Bld 'E:pf - | Zepto Limited & 1Y 39 Export
Promotion Council & HTEIH | T®h Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) TR
FeaTerR foran, arfe O 3=1 & wgRt qansit 3R da SdTe! @ SHiarg ugd &l
T §T4T 51 b, f3Rrea wie & aerga fban st 9 3R urasn urer aur
Sy fayr giAfaa fovar o a2

(a) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

(b) Ministry of Commerce & Industry

(c) Ministry of Science & Technology

(d) Ministry of Ayush

(e) Ministry of Food Processing Industries

Ans.d

Sol. Ayush Ministry Partners with Zepto to Boost Online Access to AYUSH Medicines
and Wellness Products

The Ayush Ministry signed an MoU with Zepto Limited via its Export Promotion
Council to facilitate online access to Ayush medicines and wellness products across
India.

The partnership aims to strengthen digital discovery, ensure quality compliance, and
build consumer trust in traditional healthcare products.

Zepto, a quick-commerce platform, will help connect AYUSH manufacturers—
especially MSMEs—to digital consumers, improving last-mile access to trusted
wellness products.

Recent MoU

o GeM and WTC Mumbai Sign MoU to Boost MSME Participation and Global
Outreach in Public Procurement
Digital India BHASHINI Division Signs MoU with Survey of India for Al-Based
Toponym Data Digitisation
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MSDE Signs Landmark MoU with World Economic Forum to Strengthen India’s
TVET and Skills Ecosystem

BCCl Inks €270 Crore Gemini Sponsorship Deal Ahead of IPL 2026

Essar Signs ¥5,700 Crore MoU with Gujarat for Large-Scale Bio-Fuel Project

361. International Data Privacy Day is observed every year on 28 January to
raise awareness about the importance of protecting personal and sensitive data
online. What is the official theme for International Data Privacy Day 2026?

T Tl 28 SFIGY] DI SeTs WA SR HdgTd SeT P YR&T & Agd b aR
# SReddl dgM & g siarfgia ser Muiaar feaw a-ma smar 31 siarfgia
ST M-adr faw 2026 F1 RGNS fawa w1 82

(a) Take Control of Your Data

(b) Cybersecurity for All

(c) Protect Your Passwords

(d) Safe Social Media

(e) Data Safety in Cloud

Ans. a

Sol. 28 January - International Data Privacy Day

International Data Privacy Day is observed every year on 28 January to raise
awareness about the importance of protecting personal and sensitive data online.
Theme 2026 - Take Control of Your Data

The day emphasizes digital privacy, cybersecurity, and responsible data handling for
individuals, businesses, and governments.

362. International Day of Peaceful Coexistence is observed every year on which
date?

ierTta wriforquf wg- et feaw ufvrad farw faf¥r & weman wiman 22

(a) 24 January

(b) 26 January

(c) 28 January

(d) 30 January

(e) 31 January

Ans. c

Sol. 28 January - International Day of Peaceful Coexistence

International Day of Peaceful Coexistence is observed every year on 28 January to
promote peace, tolerance, inclusion, and understanding among people of different
cultures and societies.
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The day was proclaimed by the United Nations General Assembly to encourage
living together in peace despite differences in religion, culture, or ethnicity.

363. Himachal Pradesh Statehood Day is observed every year on 25 January. In
which year did Himachal Pradesh become a full-fledged state of India?
feaTae vo=T ST RITYAT f3a¥ g1 ATe 25 SHa’} St Hr ol ¢ | fearae uawr
e ad uRd &1 quf Isg 9

(a) 1966

(b) 1968

(c) 1971

(d) 1975

(e) 1980

Ans. c

Sol. 25 January - Himachal Pradesh Statehood Day

Himachal Pradesh Statehood Day is observed every year on 25 January, marking the
formation of the state in 1971.

On this day in 1971, Himachal Pradesh became the 18th state of India under the
State of Himachal Pradesh Act, 1970.

The day is celebrated with official functions, cultural programmes, and tributes
highlighting the state’s history, culture, and development.

364. President Droupadi Murmu has approved the conferment of the Jeevan
Raksha Padak Series of Awards—2025 on 30 personsgwhichjincludes Sarvottam
Jeevan Raksha Padak, Uttam Jeevan Raksha Padak and Jeevah Raksha Padak.
How many persons received the Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha Padak in 2025?

wrgufa S1udt 77 A 30 Safeal o Siia & Ue J@dl RIPR-2025 Y& S
@1 Tepdt ¢ &t 7, Foraw wataw st Y& uge, S| Sita- &1 Ugd 3R Sia- &
e XA g1 2025 H fora safaaal ) Jaiaw Siiae Y& ues UIe gaim?

(a) 4

(b) 6

(c) 8

(d) 12

(e) 18

Ans. b

Sol. President Murmu honors 30 individuals with Jeevan Raksha Padak Awards
President Droupadi Murmu has approved the conferment of the Jeevan Raksha
Padak Series of Awards-2025 on 30 persons.
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This includes the Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha Padak to six persons, the Uttam Jeevan
Raksha Padak to six persons, and the Jeevan Raksha Padak to 18 persons. Six of the
awardees are being honoured posthumously.

Jeevan Raksha Padak Series of Awards is given to individuals for meritorious acts of
human nature in saving the life of a person.

The awards are given in three categories, namely, Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha Padak,
Uttam Jeevan Raksha Padak and Jeevan Raksha Padak. Persons of all walks of life are
eligible for these awards. The award can also be conferred posthumously.

365. International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the
Holocaust is observed on which date?

Flatene & difsdl @t Wia § siarfia wror feaw for fafy <t w=mar sirar 82
(a) 24 January

(b) 25 January

(c) 26 January

(d) 27 January

(e) 30 January

Ans.d

Sol. 27 January - International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of
the Holocaust

International Day of Commemoration in Memory of the Victims of the Holocaust is
observed every year on 27 January.

The day marks the liberation of the Auschwitz-Birkenau Nazi concentration and
extermination camp in 1945.

The observance promotes remembrance, education, and awareness to prevent
genocide and crimes against humanity in the future.

364. Veteran journalist Sir William Mark Tully has passed away at the age of 90
in New Delhi. Tully was associated with which international media organisation?
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(a) CNN

(b) Reuters

(c) BBC

(d) Al Jazeera

(e) The Guardian

Ans. c

Sol. Veteran Journalist William Mark Tully Passed Away.
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Veteran BBC journalist Sir William Mark Tully has passed away at the age of 90 in
New Delhi.

Tully was widely known as the “voice of India” for his long tenure as BBC's New Delhi
bureau chief and his authoritative, trusted reporting on major South Asian events
over decades.

He was honoured by both nations, receiving the Knight Commander of the British
Empire in 2002 and India's Padma Shri in 2005.
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